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Addrefs to the Students, &c.

l

Yornt GENTLEMEN—

ITis by the appointment of the truftees of
this inftitution and as their organ that 1 now addreis
you. You are therefore to conhder what I deliver,
not merely as the opinions of an individual, but as
the collective fentiments of the guardlans of the
college ; as clothed with their authority, and dic-
tated by their folicitous and paternal concern for

your welfare.

Tremoftofyou havebeen witnefles of the mourn-
ful event which has threatened the very exiﬂpnf.‘“
of thic fominaiv. It has requited the excreife of
all our fkill, induftry ang influence, to obtain the
pros mifing prcipe& which we now poflels of re.e’-
tauiining the coilege ] ot raifing its bui iumm fromn
thetr mnc:, renaew mg its inftradtiors, 2.4 .uconng
it to its formoer reloclianility. In the execution of
ar. uudertaking fo arduous, we found it neceffary
to pledge ourfelves in the meft ferious and unequiv-
ccal manner to the pubiic, that we would meoke
this infticution an afylum of found principlss, both
In 1cngxon and 1n lcarn'ng.  This engagement we

e determined, under frvsur of diving uiovidence,
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facredly to full. We are now met to fulfil 1.
We have called you here at this time to inform you
of our purpofe, and to enter on 1is execution.
From this hour a new era commences in the gov-
ernment and difcipline of this inftitution—Perhaps
I fhould rather fay, that from this hour the old and
original {yftem is reftored. To effeft this, we have
revifed, amended, and added to, the laws of the
coliege. We have put them into your hands, and
allowed you time for a careful infpetion and con-
fideration of them: And we fhall prefently call
upon you individually to pledge your truth and
honour to obey them.,

In this concern, young gentlemen, we entreat
you to alt heedfully and confcientioufly. We with
that no one may promie obedience who dces not
mrend to vield i, - We offer you a fair alterma-
tive—If you now ::fufe, ;ou are free to leave us,
and you fhall depart without ceuwiuic.  Bvt clier
vou-have promifed obedience, be aflured 1t will be
exzted, and you muft render it fcrupuloufly. Not
an individual will violate order hereatter with
impunitv.  No cembinations that you will be abl.:
te form will alter our refolution in this refpect.
‘The refolution has been dehiberately formed, and
1t is immovably fixed. We have agrced and are
ready to difinifs the whole college rather than «
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futfer the leair infringrment or conmtempt of u
KR ‘
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authority, Our duy GCMsoas to tins, cag o
intereft is perfectly compatible with our auty. i,
tor diforderly behaviour, we fhould difband the
whole of the itudents at any time colleCted, 1t would
be fo high a recommendation of ti: inftitution to
all virtuous minds, that in a few mouths we thould

have 1t filled agam with the belt youth m the
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United States. The friends of piety anid of rational
education throughout our country are, at this time,
looking round themn with more than ordmary anx-
iety, and afking where they may fend their children
with fafety and advantage :—W here they may fend
them with a reafonable expectation that their relig-
icus principles will be gvarded, their morals care-
fully infpected, the habits of crder, induftry and
due {ubnuiflion to fuperiors formed and eftablithed,
while {cience fhall enlighten their minds and exer-
tion invigos te their faculties—We mean to fay to
them with truth, You may fend them here. Ifwe
can accomplith this, we fhall never want pupils.

Frown the prevalence of loofe fentiments in regard
to morals and religien in various parts of this
country, ccnnelted with that diffipation of mind
and diffolutenefs of manners, with that negle& of
family governmert and inftrulion, which ‘s}\&’d\m
prcreu. ‘zem bad prinviples, and which “ou fantly
encrevt- ond Drougthan thivn, It has unbhappily
cotre to pafe, that many ot the youtn wno have
beei. praced here, for {ome years © aft, have been

c_rupted T g e DroiTeang, have rewug.‘ T
o0 arnent of the inftitution unufually diffieult,
and huve gradual] iv; bt yet greatly in the iffue,
‘rced it {rom : 28 original defign and deftination,

tv the deftrudtion of the college a warning veice
}m adrmoanithed us to put a i{op to the growins
auieiton, (¢ purge the fuminary of the drofs
- which it now contams, and to provide effe@ually
for its future purity. To this admonition, what-

ever be the confequences, we muft be ot -ient.

\VE cannot believe that the laws we have formed
are tco rigoreus: And therefore if you think
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them fo, we mu't confider it as an evidence that
your minds and habits are already corrupted and
perverted and need fuch laws to corret and regu-
late them. We are fenfible, indeed, that many of
thefe laws would be {uperfluous, if every {tudent
would voluntarily covern himfelf by the di&tates of
reafon and virtue. But we alfo believe, that if
every ftudent would fo govern himfelf, he would
a& very much in the manner that thofe laws enjoin.
‘The laws, thercfore, will not prove irkfome to any
ftudent who is reafonable and virtuous, and thofe
who are dilpsied to be otherwifc ought to feel
coercion. It 13 our intention that they thould feel
it. All equitable laws are formed, not for the good
and obedient, but for tranfgreffors. We could
earnefily m{‘l not to admit into this inftitutis n,
any who are difpofed to vicious practices, and by
requiring aiu‘)mnptxop of the conditicns of admit-
tanc ., we dn all in our power to prevent their
Lotauces Pur all expericncs demontirztes hag,
Rowever dichirulic, itls utteniy mmpradticable, wholly
1o r'f*r§=~e'_’:: v1ious and dlforderlv individuzls from
ans fociety. To reftrain thefe, therefore, to reform
thin i poffible, and if f.iling to reform them, to
ke unu \.‘\anjplgs ior the benent ot others and
Lidv.to Ll Injutiisg and contaminating the whole
u.-ummmtv, theic are the leading purpelss for
which all laws are enadted. Some reﬁmmts aieeds
muit commonly be laid on the worthy memb-vx of
a fociety, which would not be neceflary it ali were
vorthy. But to thefe every confiderate and we:d
difpofed individuzl will cheerfully fubmit for tie
ceneral good, and as the condition on which alone

ilc can himfelt recciv: the benefits of fociety.
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You percexvc, then, that notwithltanding the
plain manner in which I have fpoken, and which
the occafion has rendered neceflary, it will by no
means follow, that your treatment here 1s to be
rigorons, harth, and fevere. Let no fuch impref-
fion reflt upon your minds, for there is no realon
why you thould indulee 1t. The difcipline to which
you are to fubmit is, indeed, to be itrict and firm,
but it is at the fame time to be equitable, reafonable,
fuitable, and fuch as every virtuous and fcnfible
young man would choofe for himle:f, if the choice
were left to himfelf. Nothing will he required of
you but what is contained in the laws which you
have cxamined ; and though thefe will be milexibly
executed, they will be adminiitered with as .nuch
mildnefs and tendernefs as pofiible. He who relolves
to do his duty has nothing to fear cither fiom the
law or the officer—T hey will both be his friends
aiid promote his happinef:.

But to explain to you our views a little more
particularly, and in fucha manner as that they may
remain on your minds, you will ebferve, that the
government und management of this inftitution is
womefeic and moral. You are to confider the college.
in the light of 2 large family, of which each of you.
1S a fon, and all concerned in its government and
inftructicn are parents, guardians, and teachers.
We inform your natural parents and guardians, -
by our laws and regulations which are printed and
public, what is the fyltem of management and
education which we puriue 1 this lirge family, of
which they propefe to enter you as members.  If
they choole that you fiiould have a {tanding here
they give you up to us. They transfer to us the
whole of their prerogatives, to be poflefled and
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ufed for your benefit, and with the ~xvetation that
we will carefully fuftain to you the relation of
parents, and exercife toward you that difcipline,
and that only, which is fuitable for children. They
have, indeed, the power and the right to take you
from us, at any moment they pleafe : But as long
as they continue you here, they veft in us all their
right and authority. Our fyftem of government
may vary from fome of their ideas of propriety;
but {hll they confent to that {yftem, and muft abide
by it fully, while they keep youhere. In forming
a fyltem of government we have certainly been at
confiderable pains, and have feit much folicitude,
to make 1t as unexceptionable as poﬁible : And if
we prof°fs and are expettd to alt tov:"m vou the -
nart of pcrents, we ult be the moft unfeeling of
men it we do not alluw you eve"y muuiscnrc
confiftent with your good and rhe good of the
feminary. A:r the fame time, remember thqt we
fhall be the waageft, ci whe wickedelt or men, 1f we
grant you fuch mdulgepmes as sre plam?v and
entirely inconfiftent with your own intercits and
thofe of the infliruton. VL c acc DOt thraiigh any
pliznt and &.rt (ghted tendernels, or any unman-
ly timidity, to bend to your humours and caprices,
much lefs to overlook your vices, infuch a manner
as would bring on you, and on all connetted with
you, tliec molt lafting mifchiefs. Asoften as parents
do this—and they too often do it—they molt cru-
elly and laftingly abufe their children. We will,
then, keep in m:nd that you are young, and that
vouth and inexperience demand tendernels, pa-
tience and forbearance. But we will not fuffer you
to ruin yourfelves by vice, nor to walte your time
in idlenefs, nor to contract habits of extravagancs,
diforder, difobedicuce or refiftance to Iawiul wuthor-
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ity, while you are under our care. This would
be to make the college a {cc.arge and curle to fociety,
inftead of a blefling ; and it would fill up for our-
felves an awful account boi.1 to GOD and man.

Farther—While you vizw the college as a large
family, it will alfo e of ufe to you, to keep con-
ftantly in recolletion tite great defign with which
it was formed. This defign was fomewhat peculia-,
and I beg your attention while I ftate it diftinctly.
Perhaps no inftitution was evet more fincerely
foviided fu the fear of GOD, more truly confecrated
to his fervice and glory, or more fervently com-
rmended to his biefling and proteétion, than this of
which you are members. Its pious founders had
for their main obje@ the promotion of fcience in
vnion with evangelical piety. The importance of
this union to fociety they juftly thought to be incon-
cetvably great, and they eretted this college to
cherith and enfureit. Science without piety is one
sf the moft dangerous talents to its pofleflor, and
oiic¢ of ihic woft hazardous to the interefts of the’
community.. The mifchiefs that. it may do, and
that 1t has actually done, areincalculable. On the
other hand, religion without knowledge is unable
to defend itfelf ~gainft its enemies, is apt to run
into euthufiafm, fanaticifm, fuperftition, bigotry
and perfecution, and thus to produce evils both
numerous and extenfive, and in the end to difhon-
our and injure the caufe which it fought to promote.
But {cience and religion united form a refpeétable
and happy individual, who is alfo the ornament
and blefling of fociety—And when fpeaking of
religion, Iwouldremind you thatImean the chriftian
religion. As yet, wehave never been requefted toedu-
cate atthis placea Turk or a Jew, If the requeft fhould
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ever be made, I would give my vote that he thould
poflefs a complete toleration, as far as this could
confift with the.duties and exercifes of the college.
But notwithftanding ail the talk that you may
have heard about the religon of nature, be aflured
that it is only talk, and that in prafiice there is no
{uch religicn. Iwould therefore, profcribe infidels,
not becaufe their rehglon 1s erronecus, but becaufe
“they have none, and becaufe they are hoftile to
every thing that deferves the name. They may
be governed in.a degree by focial principles,
and for a while may feel fomething of the force of
n*oral obligation. But fhow us their temples—
Show us the individuals ¢ whofe temples are their
own breslts,”” as they are fond of exprefling it—
Show us the men among thole who are called deifts
who, you really believe, do habitually and fincerely
worﬂnp, love and ferve, the living GOD. You
cannot fhow them ; and I confcientioufly deliver it
as my opinion that they do not exi{t—I mean under
the hght of revelation. With us the man who is

not a chriftian has no religion.

RrMmEMBER, therefore, that to teach you to be
chriftians 13 one objeét of your education here.
This is a facred point which we muft regard; and
Oh! if we can engage you to regard 1t as you cught,
our labours will receive their beft rew ard, and vour
sain will be immenfe. If you fhall here leam eFec-
tually ¢ to know the only true GOD and Jefus
Chriit whom he hath fent,” you will make an
acqufition truly incftimable—It will be the acqui-
fition of ¢ eternal life.”” 1t will prepare you for
the greateft happinefs and ufefulnels ia this worid,
~nd for endlefs and inconceivable felicity in the
world to come.  We do, theréfore, molt earneftly
entreat, that not one of vou may ever loofe ﬁoht
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of this infinitely important concern.  Whatever is
to be your future charalter or employment in life,
this is the great and eflential preparation for all,
It would coincide precifely with the original defign
of the feminary, it maay of you had in profpet the
facred office of the gofpel miniftry. To all fuch it
15 admitted at once that true piety is an indifpenfi-
ble qualification. But beware of fuppofing that it
1s neceflary only to the facred office. It is ¢ the
one thing needful’ tc you all without exception.
“ Except a man be born-again he cannot fee the
kingdom of GOD:* And fmall, fmall indeed,
will be the confolation at the clofe of life, to go
to the place of torment as lawyers, phyficians,
politicians or merchants, and not as minifters of
the gofpel. Lay tc heart, therefore, feafonably and
ferioufly, the things that belong to your future
peace; And never be fatisfied with your fituation,
till you have good evidence that you are renewed
in the temper of your minds and vitaily united to
Jefus Chrift.

Trr ftatement now given may ferve to fhow,
that to allow {ceptical and irreligious fentiments to
be maintained and propagated in this college,
would be an unjuft, and even facrilegious perverfion,
both of the defign and the property of its founders.
The property and trundt that we hcld were beftow-
ed to promote chriftian piety, and therefore as
honeft men we cannct permit it to be oppofed or
trifled with. We are net, indeed, going to turn
mquiiitors, and to fearcin your minds, or require
you to avow your fecret fertiments. But if any
ftudent voluntarily 3vows opinions hoftile to reveia-
tion he muit leave this inftitution. No chriftian
parent would or ought to permit fuch a perfon to
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semain in his family. It cannot confift -with
the confidence repofed in us, to give oppor-
tunity to fuch an individual to corrupt the minds
of thofe you h, whofe ch:iftian parents, relying on
cur fidelity in 'this point, have committed them to
cur care, 2nd who would efteem the death of their
children a blefling, in comparifon with their becom-
ing infidels.

BuT while we thus abfolutely prelcribe all infidel
and irreligious books, converfation 2nd difcourie,
we do not impole, on any of you, a particular
religicus creed. We are ourfelves of different
chrittian denominations, and you are at liberty to
belong to any that you or your parents choofe,
while you conform to the laws of the inftitution.

From the view that has now been tzken two
particulars refult, which may ferve to epitomize in
your minds what you are te expedt in the difcipline
and government of this coliege—

1. Orrexces againft GOD, or diret violatrons
of the divine anc n‘oral laws, will ever be confid-
ered and treatcd as the moft aggravated of all. To
thefe the lcaft allowance will be made ; the lealt
indulgence or tolerance will be thewn. We fhould,
in any circumftances, be utierly unworthy w0 faf-
tain the charalcr of guardians and teachers of
youth, if we did not lay this down as a principie.
But in our cxrcumita'lces, it we fhould fail to do it,
we fhould, as you have feen, literallv betray our
truft.

2. THE very next grade of offences 1s conftitut-
ed by any difrelpe®, difregard or difobedience,
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fhown to the autaonty of the college. This flrikes
at the very root of that domeftic or family govern-
ment by which, as you have heard, the inftitution
is regulated. Neither order, comfort nor improve-
ment, can exift in a family, where the heads of it
are treated with difrefpe®. Infubordination is im-
mediately followed by every other evil. At every
ritk, therefore, this muft be prevented: And
accordingly you will here find it reprefled in the
moft exemplary manner.

Fix thefe two points, then, in your memory,
and keep them conftantly in view: And if you
fear GOD and reverence and obey your teachers,
every other duty will follow of courfe.

Brrork I conclude, it is proper to rertk, that
during the eniuing fummer you will, by bvarding
in the town, be removed from that conftant infpec-
-tion of the cflicers of the ferainary, to which yjou
were accuftomed when you lived in the college
edifice. By this arcumitance you will find your-
felves more at hberty to purfue your own inclina-
tions than heretofore. We truft and hope, however,

that you will confider this very circumftance as
putting you ¢n your bhercur, and that you will let it
be feen that you are moit careful to reftrain your-
elves when others caunot reftrain you ; that you
fcorn to offend when the misfortunes of the inili-
tuticn have put it in your power. How much more
ncble will be the ambition, and tow much moere
ufeful to yourfeives, to endeavour to aid and
give pleafure to your teachers, and to contribute
to the reputation of the place of your education,
than to be emulous of thwarting every defign, and
viclating every rule, that is inftituted for your own
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beneit. Believe it, the workers of miichief are
con‘monly blockheads, as well as profligates.
What genius does it require to play tricks and to
do tmfchnef ? A mom.c:\, after all, is the fuccefsful
rival of cvervy genius ‘of this dncnpnon. Love
order, then, as indicative both of mental energy
and improvement, and of moral difpofiiions and
attainments. Love order, regularity and induftry,
as eflenaally neceflary to your progrefs in fcience,
and to your comfort, ufsfulnefs and refpectability
in the world—Love and pradice them yourfelves;
countenance and enccurage them in one another.

Fixarrv-—Yuoung gentlemen—Be reminded
that if yoa are {tudious, virtuous and pious, you
will be happy in vour prefent fituation, you will
qualify vouricives for honourable diftinétion in
tuture life, you will be the comiort of ycur parents
and friends, you will be the ornament and boaft of
the place of your education, you wili be your
country’s beft treafure, you will be pulars in the
church of the living G()D and you wil! poilels,
at laft, a crown of e\e"nal glory.—How intclerable -
is the thought of locﬁng all this, and fubjecting
yourfelves o a reverie inimitely feartul ! Therefore
be pious, be ftudious, be orderly, be mduftricus.

A:.L who are difpofed are now to come icrward
and take and .ubicnbe therr oblxgatxonat cbeythe
laws of the mititution.

Tre quefuons propofed and the anfwers receiv-
ed from each ftudent were the following—

.
[a
laws
Arfeeer. 1heve,

wfiion. tlave you read and uaderftood thefe

(<

0"\/
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Queftion. Do you folemnly pledge your truth
and honor to obey them ?
Anfwer. I do.

THesE queftions were propofed by the Govern-
or of the State, adting as prefident of the corpora-
non, and there was not a ftudent who did not volun-
tarily and readily return the anfwers required, and
afterwards fubfcribe his name to a copy of the laws.

THE faculty of the college were then addrefled
as follows

GENTLEMEN OF THE FAcuLTY,

BY the order, and in the name of the truftees,
I am now to addrefs a few words to you-—\We have
placed in your hands a moft facred truft, we have
committed thefe youth to your care, and ther
prefent and future well being may, uader GOD,
very much depend on your ﬁdehtv to them. We
exped that you will be faithful—We exnedt that
vour abilities will be exerted to the very utmoft in
their inftrudtion and government. We {olemnly
charge you to let this be realized. e de'iver to
you, this day, a band of vouth, who have volun.-
tarily promifed to cbey the laws of the inftiration.
You have heard us teil them that thefe laws 2247 be
obeyed. We now tell yor that vou ms? exccute
them. We pledge ourfelves to bear vou cut In 1t,
at every riik , anJ deing this, we te! 3l you e\nhcn-
ly, that we will require it at vour hands. We rgfpe\.t
your charalters, your cffice, and your talents.
But we kncw that all good men are willing and
defirous to be reminded oi their duty frequendy
and plainly, and therciorve we thus fposk. Good
men are wiling to be lad wnder e wmeft fucred




!

(16 )

bonds to difcharge their duty. You know that
you are under fuch bonds: Not only are they im.
pofed by the very nature of your bufinefs as inftruc-
tors of youth, but they are ftrengthened by the
folemnities of an official oath—You have fworn to
be faithful—And brethren, we have confidence in
You that you will be faithful to your truft—We
pray GO to fupport and blefs you init. May
he give you the unfpeakable pleafure to fee his work:
profper in your hands. May he render you inftru-
mental in fitting many eginently to ferve him and
their generation in this world, and at laft may you,
with them, thine forth as ftars of diftinguithed luftre
mn the kindom of our heavenly Father.

ArTER this, the tranfa&ion was clofed with
prayer and a benediction.

FINIS,






