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PSALM cvii, 21t Axp 23d verszs,

“Oh that Men would Praife the Lord, for kis
Goodnefs, and for his Wonderful Works to the
Children of Men!—.And let them facrifice the

Jacrifices of Thank(giving, and declare his
Works with rejoicing.”

TH E infpired Pfalmift appearsto have
been filled with unutterable emotions of grati-
tude to God, when he compofed the facred
hymn from which thefe words are taken, He
recounts numerous inftances of the divine in-
terpofition and benignity manifefted to men in
the difpenfations of providence and grace., His
heart, warm with the fubje& and with a fenfe
of the duty which this multiplied goodnefs fo
tenderly urges, repeatedly pours forth this na-
tural and pious exclamation—* Oh that men
‘¢ would praife the Lord for his goodnefs and for
“ his wonderful works to the children of men.”
After contemplating the peculiar obligations of
thofe who had been delivered fromgreat diftrefs
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and danger he amplifies his common repetition
or chorus by adding—** and let them facrifice
‘¢ the facrifices of thankfgiving and declare his
¢« works with rejoicing.”

In the circumftances and under the impref-
flons, my brethren, which brought thefe words
from the lips of the Pfalmift, the chief magi-
ftrate of our country, has, he affures us, invi-
ted his fellow citizens to difcharge, on this day,
the duty which they recommend. Having re-
cited the various and peculiar favours which
Divine Providence hath lately conferred, and
is now conferring, on thofe over whom he pre-
{ides, and remarked ¢¢ that in fuch a ftate of
¢ things, itis, in an efpecial manner, our duty
¢ as a people, with devout reverence and affec-
§¢ tionate gratitude to acknowledge our great
‘¢ and many obligations to Almighty God, and
4 to implore him to continue and confirm the
¢ bleflings we experience,” he declares, that
““decply penetrated with this [eatiment he re-
“ commendsto all religiousfocieties, and to all
‘¢ perfons whomfoever within the United States,
¢ to meet together,”’ atthis time, ¢ and render
¢¢ their fincere and hearty thanks to the Great
¢ Ruler of natioas for the manifold and fignal
¢ mercies which diftinguith our lot as a nation.”

Called, then, by the concurring voice of God
and of the magiftrate to this duty of thanki-
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giving and praife, let it occupy our moft feri-
ous and engaged attention, Let us confader

I. Its reafonablenefs,

1I. The numerous and peculiar circumftan-
ces which demand it, at this time, from the
American citizens.

I11. In what manner our fincere compliance
with its dictates, may beft be exprefled and
evinced.

I. Let us confider the reafonablenefs of of-
fering the facrifice of thankigiving and praife
to God. * Oh that men would praife the Lord
for his goodnefs—Let them facrifice the facri-
fices of thank{giving, and declare his works
with rcjoicing.” Here, you oblerve, the in-
fpired penman delivers, both a pathetic with
and a pofitive precept, in behalf of the duty
we contemplate, The wifh, I affirm, pro-
ceeds from one of the beft fentiments which
can influence the human heart, and ‘the pre-
cept is founded on one of the plaineft princi-

ples of propriety, which can be offered to the
human underftanding. -

Gratitude to a benefa&tor, from whom we |
have reccived numerous, unmerited and inva- |



(6)

laable favours, is a fentiment, in favour of
which the futfrage of the world is unanimous.
If there be any principle of morals {o interwo-
ven with our nature, as in no age or nation to
be difputed or denied, it is this—that we ought
not to return evil for good ; and this will ulti-
mately refolve itfelf into the pofition that gra-
titude is aduty. Gratitude, fincere and ardent,
is the diftinguifhing chara&eriftic of a generous
and amiable mind, the wantof it is the fure in-
dication of a bafe and deteftable fpirit. To-
wards whom, then, I afk, ought this emotion
to be direted in its greateft purity and fervour?
‘Towards him unqueftionably to whom we are
moft indebted—towards God our Creator from
whom we have received all that we enjoy.—
Were man fimply a dependant being, he would
ftill owe this tribute to his Maker, for the gift
of exiftence, and for all the pleafuresto which
it gives birth. But confidering him as he is,
not only dependant, but finful—confidering that
he has ten thoufand times forfeited every claim
to the Divine favour, and yet that innumera.
ble mercies crown his life, and that eternal hap-
pinefs is propofed to his acceptance, his debt of
gratitude muft be feen to exceed all cftimate.
The moft miferable circumftances of an cx-
ternal or temporal kind in which any of the
human race can be placed, do not diffolve their
obligations to this duty. Their fufferings are
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ftill infinitely lcfs than their demerits, and
“ why fhould a living man complain, a man
for the punifhmentof his fins.” He has ftill an
infinite balance of unmerited kindnefs to ac-
knowledge : Nay, his afflitions themfelves, if
it be not his own fault, fhall work together for
his good. Hence fays the author of our text,
¢ 1 will blefs the Lord at a/l #imes, his praife
thall continually be in my mouth,”

But in an efpecial manner is this a duty when
every circumftance confpires both to promote
our prefent comfort and to favour our future
happinefs, When the beneficence of God is fo
made to abound towards us as that our tranf
greflions are not only, notrequited by his judg-
ments, but his various goodnefs is made to meet
ail our wants and even to exceed our expeta-
tions; when we have fcarccly any thing of
which we can complain, and bu* little more
in the prefent life that we ought to defire ;—
when we are Z4us fingled out as the diftinguifh-
ed recipients of the bounty and {miles of Hea-
ven, then indeed ought our hearts to overflow
with humble thankfulnefs to our Great Bene-
factor, then ought we in the livclieft and moft
ardent emotions of the foul, to ¢ praife¢ the
Lord for his goodnefs,” and for his wonderful
manifeftations of jirace to us his unworthy chil-
dren. None can refufe to admit that thefe
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arefentiments peculiarly fuitable to men in the
fituation we have confidered, and that to be
deftitute of them, is to exhibit the human
charalter funk to the decpeft grade of bafenefs
-and depravity. From thefe fentiments, the
pious wifh in our text, evidently arofe, and the
fervour with which it was uttered and reitera-
ted, is worthy of him whofe high charalte-
riftic it is, that he was ¢ a man after God’s
own heart.” To feel in this refpe&t, ashe felt;
muft be our higheft excellence, and our moft
valuable diftinction,

But to feel in filence, or as individuals, tho’
we really, rightly and deeply feel, is not the
whole of our duty. We have before us a pre-
cept to * facrifice tha facrifices of thank{giv-
ing, and to declare his works with rejoicing.”
This refers plainly to an external expreffion of
the internal and grateful difpofition of our
hearts, and to our uniting with each other in
rendering praife to God. The facrifices of the
ancient Jewifh difpenfation, to which the fa-
cred writer alludes, were vifible and focial ma-
nifeftations of reverence to the Deity, and to
¢¢ declare his works with rejoicing,” mutft in-
tend a public and general exhibition of our
fenfe of indebtednefs to him. Diftinély then, the
ftatement is this—fervent gratitude is the in-
ward feeling, public thankfgiving is the out-

\
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ward exprefion of that foeling, 4nd- Soth: ape
requircd-of thofe who would fuitably pruﬁ: the
Lord for his goodncﬁ. . 3

I have faid that the latter part of this propg-
fition is founded on one of the plaineft princi-
ples of propricty ; becaufe, .if gratitude be fo
noble a quality, can any reafon be affigned why
it fhould never be exhibited? or why menfhowld
not unite in the exhibition of it? No, my bre-
thren.. A valid objetion can never be found
againft public thank{giving to the great Anthor
of good, for blefings which he publickly and
profufely fhowersdown upon us. Yet obje&ions
have been offered againft this by impicus men,
to whom all thoughts of God and of their ob-
ligations to him were painful and unwelcome.
It has been faid that our praife cannot be ne-
ceflary or grateful to the Almighty ; and in
proof of the aflertion, is has been alledged that
it is no part of the charatter of a good man ¢o
delightin hearing himfelfextolled,and the: efore
that we cannot fuppofe that it is acceptable to
him who is perfe& goodnefs, If there be fome-
thigg {pecious there is nothing folid in this re-
mark. Should thofc who make it, extend it
fo far as to deny that we ought to cherifk in our
minds a fenfe of gratitude, it has received its
anfwer in what has already been offered on
that topic, Let me, ho:cver, further obferve,
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{n dire& reply to the objection, that we do by
no means fuppofe that any difpofition or action
of his creatures is neceffary to the effential hap-
pinefs or glory of the Creator ; for in thefe re-
fpets he is unchangeable and far exalted above
all their praife. But ftill; confidering man as
a moral agent and allowing, as we muft allow,
that the Diety is invariably pleafed with vir-
tue, it will inevitably follow that our gratitude
muft be grateful to Aim, becaufe it is, as we
have feen, a virtue of the higheft order. The
Supreme Being, therefore, though he needs not
our difpofitions or fervice for the promotion of
his own felicity, muft, from the very good-
nefs of his nature, neceflarily delight in feeing
us poflefs this temper and a& this part, which
our charalter and ftate render fo becoming and
Important to us,

The parallel between man and his Maker is
dire&ted immediately againft the public giving
of thanks. Let usexaminehow far itis rcally
a parallel. A goed man is imperfe&, and there-
fore praife may clevate him unduly. God is
perfe&, and confequently incapable of thi; in-
convenicnce., A good man is but the inftru-
ment of good and has pothing, not even the
difpofition to confer a benefit, which he did
not receive. He realizes therefore, that to
him, high applaufe is not juftly duc. But God
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is the original and infinite fountain of all good-
nefs, and no praife can ever tranfcend or reach
his worthinefs. A good man in performing
his beft and moft generous fervices, difcharges

only the obligations of duty, and frequently
renders no more than in fimilar ¢ircumftances

he would wifh or need to have returned. But
the favours of God flow from his own felf
moved goodnefs, and are not only incapable of
recompenfe, but often beftowed on thofe who
had merited his fevereft difpleafure. In the
refpe&ts now mentioned, there is. no parallel
between the two cafes,and confequently to rea-
fon from one to the other is unfair and incon-
clufive, Is there, then, no pointin which the
cafes are fimilar? There is only one, and that
extremely abftra& and general. It is this—
that a good man, in common with his Maker,
delights in feeing a moral being, who has re-
ceived favours, a&t as he ought to a&. And
does not fuch a man defire that thofe on whom
he has conferred benefits fhould make fome ma-
nifeftationsof a grateful temper? Does not atens
der and rightly difpofed parent expeé thefe from
his children ? Does he not rejoice when he re-
ceives them? And is he not grieved and ofl
fended when they are with-held ? Thefe i mqul-
ries muft be anfwered in the affirmative. In
like manner, then, muft the Benefator and
Parent of all be pleafed, when he beholds the



( 12 )

penfioners of - his bounty, and the ofl:pring of
his power and poodnefs, bringing their grate-
ful acknowledgements to him; and his righ-
teous difpleafure muft reft on thofe who refufe
fo reafonable a duty. It appears therefore, that
a due degree of praife is expeted both by God
and Man. Man fhould not covet a Aigh degree
of it, becaufe it is neither his due nor fafe for
him to receive. God may require it in its moaf?
exalted afcriptions, becaufe he is perfe&t, and
becaufe it is his rightful claim. Our reafoning
then from the creature to the Creator isfound,
when fairly condutted, to inforce, and not to
oppofe, the giving of thanks to the omnifcient
Johovah. O+ will it be faid, after all, that it
is only becaufe man cannot dircern the hcart
otherwife than by external expreflions, that he
defires them as the neceffary evidence of a
right difpofition ; but that God looketh imme-
diately to the inmoft foul, and therefore nei-
ther nceds or defires them. There is fallacy,
alfo, in this remark. 1t is a law of our con-
ftitution, that whatever we fenfibly, deeply and
fikbitually feel, we fhould be prone to exprefs
ahtl thh difficuity conceal. It invariably be-
long‘§ ‘to a ftrong and permanent affection of
tl;'c “find, to feek for utterance. * Out of the
abundancc of the heart the mouth fpeaketh,”

Men, therefore, do aftually look for the ex-
preflion of gratitude, as fomething conne&ed
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with its exiffence, and fuitable exercife; and
to fay that they would not do this, if they
could fcan the heart, is no more than to fay that
if our capacity, nature and lawsof ation were
different from what, in fa&, they are, we
fhould then regard them differently. God views
our nature as it really iz, aud every thing that
is proper to it, every thing that is conneled
with or favourable to the exercife of its powers
in his fervice, he demands. He requires the
heart in every tranfa&tion with himfelf ; and I
would not deny but inculcate the idea, that
. without this all exterior pomp and profeffions
of reverence or thankfulnefs are but folemn
mockery and an abominatiom in his fight, But
lje requires the /ips as well as the heart, becaufe
the lips help the heart, Words and a&tions
often ferve to augment and give energy to the
ardours of the foul. They ferve, alfo, to
awaken others to a fenfe of duty, and to kin-
dle in their bofom the warmth that we feel in
our own., Devout affe@ions, like ail others,
are increafed by fympathy and communica-
tion. It is moreover an important part of gra-
titude itfelf, to let othersknow, when circum-
ftances do not forbid it, who is our benefaltor,

and what he hath done for us, that they may
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efteem him as he deferves for his goodnefs.
This is, and ought to be, a fpecial and con-
firaining motive with thefe who truly feel their
indebtednefs to the Father of mercies, to fpeak
his praife before the world. They can fcarce-
ly forbear to cry out in the language of the text
and of its author on numerous occafions—* Gh
that men would praife the Lord for his good-
nefs and for his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men—Come and hear, all ye that fear
God, and I will declare what he hath done for
my foul—Praife ye the name of the Lord;
praife him O ye fervants of the Lord. Praife
the Lord, for the Lord is good; fing praifes
~ unto his name for itis pleafant—Oh give thanks
unto the Lord, for he is good ; for his mer-

cy endureth forever—Oh blefs our God ye peo-
ple and make the voice of his praife to be heard :
which holdeth our foul in life and fuffereth not
our feet to be moved—Praife ye him, all his
angels, praife ye him all his hofts; praifc ye
him Sun and Moon ; praife him all ye Stars of
light—Praife God in his fan&uary; praife him
for his mighty adts; praife him according to
his excellent greatnefs—Let every thing that

hath breath praife the Lord. Praife ye the
Lord.”
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My chriftian brethren, I appeal te your own
experience—When favoured with firong and
lively perceptions of the divine excellence—
when melted with a fenfe of the goodnefs,
mercy and condefcenfion of your God, do you
not long that others fhould perceive and ad-
mire it ? Can you forbear to commend it? Do
you not feel yourfelves conftrained to engage
others to * tafte and fee that the Lord is good”
and to join-with you, that you may ‘ magnify
and exalt his name together?” Nay, I appeal
to the common fenfe of all. Imagine a col-
leGion of individuals, each with his mind en-
grofled and his heart expanded with emo-
tions of gratitude to a common benefa&or,
yet each concealing his fenfe of the favour and
burying in filence the praife which is ready to
brcak from his lips. Can you conceive of any
thing more unnatural, monftrous and abfurd ?
No. To affirin that fuch an event may be ex-
pected, is to difcover an utter ig’norﬁncc of hu-
man nature: to {ay that it ought, is to mani-
feft a hatred of its beft tendencies. The truth
is, that man is a focial being, and delights in
focial a&ts. He ought, therefore, and if right-
ly difpofed, he will, unite in focial praife to
him who hath made him what he is—to him
who hath indued him with this capacity,—

That thank{giving to the Creator, fhould be
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theonly thiag in which men fhould not employ
their focial powers, is a theught, which the
foul of pious fenfibility will ever abhor, and
which no fophiftry can ever render plaufible.
On no account is the gift of fpeech fo much to
be efteemed as on this—The propriety, there-
fore, of the precept “ to f{acrifice the facrafices
* of thank{giving,” refults immédiatcly from
out nature, and from aregard-to aur own be-
befit in the difcharge of an important duty,

If it be inquirsd then to what exfent men
bught to unite in this duty ; the anfwer is, in
all that extent, certainly, in which they receive
favours that are fpecial and in which union is
eafy, Special mercies beftowed on a family,
on a congregation, on a city, on a ftate, and on
a nation may ever with great propriety be made
the fubje& of focial thankfgiving: And if it
wqi'c poflible that the whole earth fhould unite
in one concerted jubilee of praife to God for his
common goodnefs, who could fay that it would
not be the fublimeftfpectacle thatever our world
exhibited ! The prefent occafion, however, calls
me to confider the duty only as it relates to a
nation, In this capacity we ought certainly to
perform it, for in this capacity we may in a
peculiar manner receive favours or frowns from
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him who ruleth over all. At his command em~
pires rife and fall. He fetteth up and pulleth
down at his pleafure. He profpers or blafts a
nation accerding to his Jovereign will, 1In all
refpeéts we depend upon him as abfolutely in this
relation asin that of individuals, Shall we ne<
ver, then, as a comnmunity, acknowledge our.
dependance and give him thanks for the diftin-
guifhing favours which he may have conferred
on us? Isitnot fit, is it not important, that
in cvery relation which he hath inftituted,
which he fuftains, and which he crowns with
his kindnefs, we fhould confefs his fovereignty,
acknowledge his power, and praifehisgoodnefs?
Yes, my brethren. We have a national charac-
ter to fupport in our carriage and demeanour
toward Almighty God, a charalter which he
obferves, and according to which he will treat
us. ‘The hiftory of the whole world is a con-
firmation of this truth, The hiftory of the
nation which was governed by the author of
our text illuftrates it in a moft ftriking manner :
And it requires no gift of prophecy to farefee
and foretel, that if we are not thankful to God
asa people, he will withdraw his unnoticed be-
nefits and teach us by adverfity to enquire after
him whom in our profperity we had forgotten.,

But if a nation unite in public thankfgiv'ing

its public funétionaries muft defignate the time,
C
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'To this, again, the malignant hatred of infide-
lity to all that bears the appearance of piety,
has ftated an obje&tion. The magiftrate, it
cries, ought not to interfere in matters of re-
fgion., In matters of confience we allow
that he ought not; but if we acknowledge
a God at all, it is the magiftrate’s duty to
lead the people to adore him, Say that he
recommends a day for this purpefe, leaves
every one to his own mode of worfhip, and
to his own inclination as to the obfervance
—is any man’s confcience wounded by this? It
is nonfenfe to affirm it. My confcience can
never be touched by the adtions of others ; its
fan&ions refer only to my own, To what does
the a&t of the magiftrate in this concern a-
mount ? only to this—availing himfelf of the
eminence on which he is placed, he gives the
fignal for a willing people to proftrate at once
before the eternal throne and to unite their

raife to him from whom they derive their all,
frcpeat it therefore, for it is a fa&t which you
ought to mark and remember, that it is only
from thofe who hate all religion, who hate the
very thought that there is a God, that you will
hear this objection ferioufly and underftanding-
ly urged. Never did men cherith a more fa-
cred and jealous regard to human rights, never
did men better underftand them, never did men
- treat them more tenderly or lefs infringe them,
than that iiluftrious band of patriots who com-
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pefed the American Congrefsin the early ftages
of our late revolution, Yet numerous were the
religious folemnities which they proclaimed,
Ah my country! then didft thou, in very-
d.ed, feel thy dependance on God—He wrought
deliverance for tiee—and wilt thou now for-
get him !

My biethren, I fpeak thus! and have gone fo
deeply into this fubjet, and educed the duty I
recommend ftep by ftep from its foundation
principles, becaufe the day in which we live is
‘¢ a day of blafphemy and rebuke,” in which
the boldeft attempts are made to fubvert the
whole fabrick of morality and religion ;*—be-
caufe I count it among the national fins of this
country tkat there have not been more frequent
acknowledgements of the providence and fav-
ours of heaven ; and becaufe I do moft fineere-
ly rejoice that we are now called to this fer-
vice—It is affuredly ““a moft reafonable fer-

* How lamentably this has been the cafe in France is known
toall. In England a publication has appeared and attrafted
much notice, the profefled objett of which 1s, to fhow that all
focial worfhip is irrational and unfcriptural. In this country,
the progrefs of licentioufaefs in principle is demonflrated by
the public tafte demanding one edition after another of the book
entitled ¢¢ the Age of Reafon—a book in which the moft con-
temptible ignorance, the grofleft falfe-hood, the moft vulgar
buffoenery, the mofl unblufting impudence, and the moft da-
ring prefanene(s are united and make up its contents.
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¢ vice”; afervice to which we, of all the peo-
ple on earth, are moft loudly and tenderly call-

ed. This will fully appear, when we con{i-
der

II. The numerous and peculiar circumftances
which demand it, at this time, of the Ameri-
can citizens. Thefe circumitances, you will
remember, are all to be confidered as ¢ the
¢ wonderful works of God”’—the works of his
providence who ¢ doth according to his will
¢ in the army of heaven and among the inha-
bitants of the earth.” Second caufcs, or {uita-
ble means and inftruments, have no doubt been
concerned in thefec works, But the moft high
God hath been theoriginal caufe and authprof
all. He has given diretion to every favoura-
ble circumftance, he has formed and brought
forth and tempered every inftrument, which
has been emploved to preferve our country and
to render it proipcrous. Thefe inftrumentslet
us highly efteem, and in the proper fcafon, give
them the praife which is their duc. But let nie
remind you that #4is is not the place nor the
occafiou for fuch a bufinels. To blazon or to
blacken the charatters of men, to commend or
to cenfure the fyftems of party politicians, is far
beneath the obje&t for which I fhould appear in
this defk, or you aflemble in this houfe. We
come here to worfhip and praife the God of
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heaven ; and miferably, indeed, do we forget
our errand if inftead of fixing our thoughts and
effc@ions on him we {uffer thema to be engrofled
by worms of the duft. As far as human cha-
racters or actions form 7/%e gift for which we
ought to be thankful, or the frourge which we
ought to deprecate, we muft, in this view,
glance a thought upon theru. But to make them
the full and dire& and principal objeé of our
contemplations, is to put them in the place of
that great and glorious Being in whofe temple
we are met, and whofe works and worthip we
fhould here regard. I do, therefore, befeech
you to raife and fix your attention on the ever
ble{led God, and let it be occupied in confider-
ing every favour I fhall mention as flowing im-
mediately from his hand.

1. He hath mercifully diftinguifhed us by our
religious privileges. Thefe ouglt to ftand fore-
motft in every enumeration of the divine favours
becaufe they are the greateft of all. The glo-
rious gofpel of Jefus Chrift contains the plan of
that ¢ work” of falvation which is the moft
‘“ wonderful”” of any that the deity hath ever
exhibited to mortal view, and into which even
‘ the Angels defire to look”. This precious
gofpel the inhabitants of thefe United Sates en-
Joy, with every advantage for receiving bene-
fit from it. Great, indeed, isthe blefling to be
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delivered from Pagan darknefs, and to have
¢¢ the lively oraclesof infpiration as a light to
¢ our feet and a lamp to our path,” in any de-
gree. But the kind providence of God hath
given them to us with circumftances which
greatly inhance their value and augment our
obligations. Caft your eycs over the nations
of the earth, How many do you obferve who,
while they know of the gofpel, are deprived of
fome of its moft ineftimable advantages and
benefits? They either cannotread it or are'not
permitted to examine it for themfelves. They
are the prey of the moft gloomy {uperftition
and ‘of the moft perverted and abominable
priefthood. Nay, where do you find the peo-
ple among whom this treafure of divine grace
isdifpenfed with equal regard to all who defire
to receive it? You find them only in your own
land., In other countries, even the moft free
and enlightened, you difcover fome remainders
of civil oppreflion or of ecclefiaftical tyranny,
You obferve one feét of chriftians endeavouring
to controul or dictate to the confciences of ano-
ther, and ftriving to fupport their creed and
their influence by the arm of power ;or, you fee

chriftianity itfelf publicly difcountenanced, ridi-
culed and defpifed, by thofe who pofle{s authori-
ty. Among us alone is this heaven defcended
gueft, left to her own proper and native influ-
ence. Our confciences are unembarraffed by
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any impofition and our worfhip unincumbered
by any eftablithment. In the manner moft a-
greeable tothe conclufionsof hisown mind iseve-
ry individual permitted to pay his homage to God
and th e Saviour onthe ground of common and c-
qual privilege. Thisisableiling the value of which
we can {carcely eftimate unlefs we had been de-
prived of it ; it is a blefling for which millions{igh
invain, and for whichour fincereft praife ought
now to afcend to the ¢ giver of every good and
¢« perfect gift."” Efpecially are we bound to this,
when we recolle&t not only that we, have the
gofpel in its purity and free from embarrafl-
ments, but that itsinftrutions and confolations
are afforded to usin the richeft abundance. The
voice of divine mercy is continually founding
in our ears and pieading with our hearts. Truly
it is to us ¢¢ line upon line, line upon line, pre-
¢ cept upon precept, precept upon precept.”
Every mean of information, perfuafion or re-
proof, every inftitution and ordinance of reli-
gion, preflesitfelf on our attention and regard.
He who remains ignorant muft guard himfelf a-
gainft inftru&ion. He who perifhes muft force
his way to deftrution over the ftrongeft barri-
ers and the moft powerful oppofition of facred
truth—Thefe then are favours for which our
hearts ought thisday to fwell with gratitude, and
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our lips to be employed in the livelieft praifes
to God who hath beftowed them on us,

2. Our thanks are alfo dve for the bleflings
of that civil government under which we live
—a government which unites and eftablifhes
liberty with order. Here I might bring to yecur
recolle&tion the leading circumftances of that
revolution which terminated in the freedom
and independence of the United States: I might
mention the prowefs of the nation againft
which we [contended ; our own defencele(s
and unprovided ftate for war; the difference
of interefts and habitsin a country compofed
of people from all quarters of the globe and
running through an extent of fifteen hundred
miles, and that wonderful glow of liberty
which like an ele@ric fhock pervaded and mel-
ted thefe diffimilar materials into a common
and congenial mafs—1I might make the {cencs
of the war pafs before you; and then you would
ice that at the very time when our caufe feem-
med on the point of expiring it fuddenly revi-
ved and affumed its moft favourable afpect :
you would fee an army enduring every imagi-
nable hardfhip without loofing or relaxing its
attachment to the fervice which produced its
fufferings: youwould obferve our hair-breadth
cfcapes from treachery and traitors when hu-
man {agacity and power could no longer avail;



( 25 )

the 'rcpeatcd miiftakes and almoft infatuated
blindnefs of our enemies; the providential ad-
vantages which, without being fought for, were
often thrown in our way ; the alliance of onc
of the moft powerful nations of the earth on
terms of unexpected advantage ; the cordiality
which fubfifted between the allied troops ; the
wife appointment, continued prefervation and
uninterrupted health, of the commander in
chief ; the harmony of the military with the
civil authority ; a peace exceeding in its ad-
vantages our moft fanguine hopes,and the patrio-
tic and quiet return of veteran and unreward-
ed foldiers to the condition and occupations of
citizens—Thefe things I might mention, and
confidering them aright, you would confefs that
if ever the Almighty arm was made bare and
vifible in the proteftion of a nation it was for
our defence and falvation. But we cannot at
prefent enter fo wide a field. We muft confine
our attention tothe formation and effe@s of
the government under which we now live.
Compare thefe, for a moment, with what
has happened to almoft all the world befide.
Think of the a&tual ftate of mankind in general,
in regard to their political and civil rights. By
far the greater part are held in a ftate of the
moft oppreflive bondage. Like the beafts of
the field they live and labour only for their

tafk-mafters. The heart of benevolence bleeds
D
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while it contemplates their fituation, Yet when
rouzed to a fenfe of their injuries and the re-
drefs of their wrongs, what mifery and carnage
of the human race do they, in their turn, una-
voidably produce? and how unneceffarily and
awfully are thefe calamities fometimes encrea-
fed, by wicked and defigning men taking ad-
vantage of the popular indignation and turning
it to their own purpofes of revenge or intereft ?
How ofteu does the enthufiafm of liberty pro-
duce tumults and diforders which incroach on
the property and fafety of individuals and pre-
vent the public happinefs? How frequently does
it drive a community, tired with inceffant agi-
tations and contentions, to feek an ignoble tran-
quillity under the yoke of a new mafter? Confi-
dering that we have been expofed to all thefe
dangers and that we have, asa nation, efcaped
them all—that without bloodfhed or contenti-
on we have diffolved one government and efta-
blifhed another which fecures the moft perfect
and equal liberty, without openingthe doors of
licentioufnefs—we ought to acknowledge that
the finger of God has marked out our way, and
that his providence and ipirit have guided us
in the paths of fafety and happinefs, Let the
moft jealous eye examine this country, and fix,
if it can, on an inftance which really deferves

o

the appellation of civil oppreflion, If any law

-~ -
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be thought unequal or impolitic, do we not pof-
fefs all the means, of which a ftate of fociety
will admit, to obtain its repeal or admendment?
To require more than this is to require an im-
poflibility. It is to demand that the focial ftate
fhould be fomething which, from the nature of
things, it can never be. Do not all claffes of
men enjoy an unexampled degree of advantage
and profperity? Do they not purfue their feve-
ral occupations with every profpe& that can
cherith induftry and every reward that can
fweeten its toils? Is any citizen in the union
neceflarily precluded from the higheft ftation
which the laws or conftitution create ? Nay, is
any thing more than capacity, enterprife, dili-
gence and virtue neceflary, to give him the pro-
bability of reachingit? Was there ever a nation
which fo nearly refembled a great and happy
family, of which every member was confidered
and treated with affection, the rights of each
confulted, and ail made to contribute to the
commongood? Verily the God of nations hath
in thefe refpe&ts moft highly diftinguithed wus,
and to him fhould our cordial thanks now be
rendered.

3. Itdeferves our grateful remembrance that
the blefling of peace has been preferved to us,
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while fo many of the nations of the earth have
been involved in war. Who can turn his
thoughtson Europe—travelia imagination over
her bloody plains, behold miyriads of men lying
dead on the fields of battle, fee thefe battles fuc-
ceed each other in quick and awful fucceflion,
recolle&t into how many living bofoms each of
them muft convey the keeneft diftrefs,--murder-
ing ¢ all the charities of hufband, father, fon
¢ and brother,” view cities wrapt in flames,
furvey large regions of country depopulated or
filled with all the miferies with which war, like
‘an enraged demon let loofe from hell, forever
marks his footfteps—Who, I fay, can think of
thefe things and not burn with gratitude to hea-
ven that we have been preferved from fharing
‘in fuch horrors! Who, in contraft with what
you have juft contemplated, can look through
this happy land, and fee its bufy inhabitants
purfuing, withoutinterruption, alarm or appre-
henfion, all the beneficial employments of hu-
man life; lying down and rifir 7 up in quietnefs
and fafety ; urging forward their various bufi-
nefs with alacrity and fuccefs ; tafting all the
fweets of domeftic enjoyment ¢ each under his
vine and under his fig-tree while there is no-
thing to hurt orto deftroy”--Who can view this
pleafing contraft and not wonder that any
fhould wifh to deftroy it—wifh to involve us in
the breils and bloodfhed of the old world, Yet
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fuch a with appears to have been formed : and
imminent was the danger, at a certain period,
that we fhould become a party in thefe fhock-
ing contentions. But the good providence of
God has warded offthe danger. 'To the good
providence of God we owe it, that circumftan-

ces favourable to the continuance of our peace

and fafety have taken place. To him we owe
our thanks, that he infpired the Prefident of
the union with wifdom to difcern, and with
firmnefs, calmnefs and refolution, to purfue, at
the moft trying moment, the true interefts of
our country. To heaven therefore let our
warmeft afpirations of praife arife for this
fortunate efcape, this happy and important de-
liverance. '

" 4. It merits our grateful notice on this occa-
fion, that an unreafonable and dangerous infur-
rection, among a part of our own citizens, has
lately been effe¢tually fupprefled. 1Itis, indeed,
matter of regret and humiliation, both before
God and man, that in a country like ours where,
as we have feen, every thing is enjoyed of
which fociety will allow, fuch an inftance of
ingratitude and folly fhould ever have occurred.
But its occurrence, neverthelefs, has been over-
ruled, by him whofe prerogative it is to bring
good outof evil and who hashitherto feemed to
make us his favourite charge, to ftrengthen the
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government and to encreafe the hopes of its
friends. It has demonftrated that the great
inafs of the people are inviolably attached to
the authority eftablifhed : It has proved that
they are determined to fupport it : It has mani-
fefted that they underftand its principles: It
has difcovered that they have confidence in
their rulers and are fwayed by reafon: It has
fhewn to the enemies of order that the people
here are not to be-led blindfold to ruin by am-
bitious demagogues. It has alio evinced, by the
manner in which it was oppofed, that there is
a difpofition in the executive magiftrate to
combine with energy and decifion the mildeft
and moft accommodating methods of fecuring
the public fafety. Ina word, wher, on the one
hand, we refle&t on the dangers which have
threatened us from this quarter,—the reproach
and injury which our country would have fu-
ftained if the infant infurre&ion had grown up
to ftrength and maturity, the blood of c.tizen
fighting againft citizen which muft have been
fhed, and the whole hoft of evils which muft
have arifen out of inteftine difcord and divifi-
ons; and, onthe other, recolle&t with what rea-
dinefs and zeal every defcription of citizens
flocked to the ftandard of the laws, the alacrity
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and perfeverance with which they fuftained a
long and difficult march, the fmall sumber of
deaths that took place among them—unaccufto-
med as they were to fatiguc and the hardfhips
of a military life, and the complete extinétion
of the retellious fpirit without the fhedding of
human blood ; furely we have reafon to fay
with gratitude that God hath been with us, and
profpered us in this whole concern. In this
place, {peaking of military operations, Imay alfo
mention the viGory over our favage enemies
with which heaven has been pleafed, during
the year paft, to crownour arms. Havingex-
perienced repeated and total defeats, the lofs
of fome of our moft valuable citizens, the effu-
iion of much blood and the expence of much
treafure, in our vnavoidable warfare with this
fubtil and cruel foe, the fuccefs which we have
at length obtained deferves to be eftcemed as a
peculiar favour. Its value is the greater in as
much as it feems to be the harbinger of peace
to our brethren on the frontiers, who, for a
length of time, have been precluded from feve-
ral of the advantages refulting from that inefti-
mable blefling, and which have been mention-
ed as the poflfeflion of the nation in general.
Let them praife the Lord for this his goodnefs,
and let us join our vuice with theirs, and give
thanks to him who hath gone forth with our
armies and clothed them with vi¢tory and tri-
umph,
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5. ‘The meafure of health which at prefent
prevails throughout our country demands our
gratitude to the beftower of it. For more than
a yearpaft the Deity has, indeed, been fhowing
us the rod of his difpleafure, in the inflition of
wnufual and mortal ficknefs. Several places
have been forely fmitten, and this, efpecially,
has{marted feverely under the ftroke. Yet mer-
cy has been mingled with judgment and has
rendered the correétion fhort and partial. Infec-
tion has not been permitted greatly to extend
its baneful influence ; bt when our fears have
been higheft the danger has ceafed and return-
ing health has vifited our habitations, *“ Like
¢ a5 2 father pitieth his children fo the Lord”
hath pitied and {pared us. He hath fet before
us an example of correion, buthe hasforborn
a general chaftifement and fought by kindnefs
to lead us to himfelf. To him let us go with
penitence and with praife—* Blefs the Lord, O
“¢ our foul and all that is within us blefs his holy
¢« pname—who healeth all our difcafes, who re-
% deemeth our life from deftruétion, who
¢« crowneth us with loving kindnefs and tender
¢ mercies.”

6. Laftly. The fmiles of Providence on our
agriculture, commerce, manufaétures and arts,
invite us to give thanks to him from whom we
have received them. Notwithftanding fome
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unfavorable indications toward the clofe of the

preceeding year, that which has juft termimated,
has continued to yicld us the increafe of the
carth in fuch abundance that ¢ the poor of our
¢ land have bread to eat.” It may with truth
be afirmed thatin no other country are atl de-

{criptions of people fed to the full as they are in

that which we poflefs. Occupying a territory
which extends thro’ feveral climates, if fcarcity
exift in one part it can ufually be fupplied by the
plenty of awother. Butin the feaforr which we
have laft finifhed there has been, in every part,

food in profufion both for man and beaft,

Under the influence, likewife, of many provi-
dential circumftances, favourable to fach an ef-
feét, but principally from thofe which refule im-
mediately from the federal government,not on-
ly the agricutture, but the commerce, nanufac
tures and arts of our rifing republic arein a pro-
greflive and flourithing ftate. They have recei-
ved asit were life from the dead. A few years
finceall wasftagnant and languithing. Commerce
declined and feemed on the point of expiring. For
labor there was little demand and for the fruitsof
induftry no adequate return. The fituation of
thofe who were obliged to depend for fubfiftence
on thefe refources was hard in the extreme and
their profpeds were ftill more gloomy and dif-

heartening. But now there is' both a prefling
E
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demand and a generous recompence for every
cffort of enterprife and for every produét of la-
bour or of art. Over all ranks of the commu-
nity profperity feems to be cafting her {milc.
Seldom, ifever before, has the hufbandman reap-
ed fuch wealth from his harveft,or the mechanic
derived fuch profit from his manufacture, or the
merchant received fuch gains from his trade,
or the ingenious fuch areward for their fkill, .

The advantages of cducation and ufeful in-
firu&tion are, alfo, more generally diffufed
than heretofore, and a {pirit {feems to have gone
forth which promifes to impart them effetual-
ly to thofe who, thro’ want or careleflnefs,
have not hitherto felt their influence. Thatwe
fhould have the ability and the inclination to ex-
tend the principles of knowledge and virtue to
the poor, and thofe who would otherwife re-
mein the prey of ignorance and vice, deferves
to be reckoned among the choiceflt bleflings
which can reft on our country. For the peo-
ple the government is inftituted, and never can
it incur trouble or expence in promoting their
interefts more properly,than in taking care that
all claffes of them have their minds enlightened
by information, and formed to habits of ho-
nefty, induftry, and a reverence for virtue. It
is the high honour of the eaftern ftates of the
union -that eftablithments for thefe invaluable
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purpofes have been coeval with, their exiftence,
The ftates of New-York and Pennfylvania ap«
pear to be now ftarting in the purfuit of the
{fame objecs, and athers, it is hoped, will fol-
low their example. -

Thefe then, are the numerous and peculiar
circumftances, which call the citizens of the
United States on this day ¢ to praife the Lord
“ for his goodnefs” remembering that it is he
who by hiskind and overruling Providence hath
fo remarkably profpered and diftinguithed them
as a nation—Let us therefore enquire

“U. In what manner our f{incere compliance
with this duty may beft be exprefled and con-
ceived—It will be by unfeigned repentance for
our fins; by truly and unitedly lifting our fouls
to God in th\'e alts of thankful devotion and
cherithing a fenfe of our entire dependance on
him as a people; and by a grateful ufe and im-
provement of the favours conferred upon us.

1. If we would truly feel and exprefs our
gratitude to God we muft truly repent of our
fins. Some, perhaps, may woader that on an
occafion appropriated to praife I fhould incul-
cate penitence. I might not have done it,
my brethren, if I had only propofed to fhow-
how we might make profeffions of thankfulnefs,
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but baving-engaged to fpeak of the fincere ex-
prefions of it, I am compelled to mention pe-
pitcnce; becaule no fincere acknowledgments
ok the divine goodnefs can ¢ver be made with-
out it, Take a familiar iHuftration of this
point. Imagine that you had a benefactor to
whom you were maft deeply indebted and who
was continually loading you with benefits;
imagine that while this was taking place you
fhould indulge in every thing that you knew
to be moft difagrecahle to him—violate all that
he held moft {facied, and league with his in-
veterate encmies in deadly hoftility againft
him ; imagine that you fhould, neverthelefs,
make warm profeffions of your gratitude to
him and declare that you had a heart-felt fenfe
of his kindnefs. Who can hear fuch a repre-
fentation without exclaiming—* the wretch
who fhould at thus would be guilty of the
moft deteftable falfehood and the bafeft hypo-
erify.”- Who, if he bad the opportuntiy,
would not fay to fuch a2 man—* Show your
gratitude by your ations or ceafe to declare it
in words, Your pretenfions are all falfe and
hollow. Hsad you one remnant of a grateful
temper you could not thus bafely treat him to
whom you owe fo much. Did you feel as you
aught, your conduét would be the reverfe of all
that itis.,” Shall [ fay, beware how you thus
judge?. No, for this judgment is juft, But
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in paffing it you pafs fentence on every impeni~
tent finner who profefles to be truly thankful te
Heaven, I called the {tatement an illufiration,
but it is rather a firick defcription of the cafe.
God is our greateft benefattor. ¢ Sin is a
tranfgreflion of his law,” and his ¢ very foul
abhors it.” The commiflion of it is an attempt
to fubvert his government of the univerfe. It
is to join with his encmies in oppofing the will
and authority of the Moft High, and explicit-
ly to fay ¢ We would not have thee to reiga
overus.” This is the language of every a& of
difobedience to the divine law, and thofe whe
unre*rainedly indulge in difobedience adopt
this language, in its higheft tone of impicty,
Some, I am aware, are ignorant, and more
are unmindful, of this folemn truth. Let
the crime and abfurdity of fuch receive all the
allowance which can arife from their circom-
ftances, but flill it will be true that till they
know the crime and avoid the abfurdity, they
will never offer any facrifice acceptable to
God. Till true repentance, and its infepara-
ble concomitant, thorough reformation, take
place in their hearts and lives, all their profef~
fions of gratitude will only number them among
thofe of whom it is faid—* this people draw
near to me with their mouths and with their
lips they honour me, but their heart is far
from me,” But, iny brethren, whether peni-
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tent or impenitent in our general charatter, we
are, onc and all, finners before God. We
continually offend againft him and come fhort
of his glory. Let us, therefore, be melted
inte genuine forrow under a view of our of-
fences againft him from whom we have re-
ceived fuch unfpeakable benefits, that thus we
may go to his throne with that difpofition
which is effential to gratitude and to accept-
ance. Remember the awful interrogatory of
the word of life—*¢ Defpifeft thou the riches
of his goodnefs and forbearance and long-fuf-
fering, not knowing that the giodnefs of God
leadeth thee to repentance? With all urgency
ought 1 to inculcate this duty of repentance,
when it is one to which the goodnefs of God .
dire&ly /eads us—into which itis fpecially cal-
culated to diffolve us, Yes, my brethren, this
is the moft effential ingredient of genuine
thankfulnefs. There is no proof which we
can give that we are truly fenfible of our obli-
gationsto God equal to this—that we avoid eve-
ry thing which we know to be offenfive to him,
The moft unequivocal evidence that we are
really touched and influenced by a fenfe of un-
{peakable indebtednefs muft arife from our be-
ing feen to renounce and facrifice whatever is
difpleafing or contrary to the known will of
our benefator: And this he will receive as
the moft acceptable teftimonial of our grati-
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tude. Let us then ‘‘turn every one from
his iniquities ;”’ and let us pray that from this
day a general reformation may take place

throughout our land, as the natural and necef-
fary fign that we are impreflled, as a nation,

with the apprehenfion of divine and diftin-

guifthing goodnefs, and make the return which

it demands, Butin another view ispenitence con-
neéted with fuitable praife. Itisneceflary to give

usa right apprehenfion of the exzent of our obli-
gations, and to teach us to fet that re/ative va-

lue on the favours we receive, which is juft
and neceflary. He who truly eftimates his cha-
rater as a finner, which is the cafe with every
real penitent, will fee that he has deferved
nothing but everlafting mifery at the hand of
God. He will therefore be fo far fiom view-
ing any thinghe hath ever received, or canever
cnjoy, as a matter of merit, that he will ac-
cept and confider it as an inftance of forfeited
favour and the fruit of the freeft and richeft
grace. It is plain that this will give him the
higheft and moft affe&ting views of the Divine
goodnefsin every inftance in which it is mani-
fefted, and make him feel in the moft fenfible
manner the weight of every benefit. It will
al{o teach him to confider the Saviour as ** God’s
unfpeakable gift,”"—the firft and greateft of all,

both in itfelf and as being the medium of eve-
ry other, - Through the merits of the Saviour



(4)

he will percetve that fin is pardoned and all the
bleffings of cternal life fecured to the believer,
and for him, thercfore, he will be fupremely
thankful, He will hikewifc fee that all tempo-
rad Benefits are the purchafe and fruit of his
Savicur’s work, and he will receive and cnjay
them as flowing from this fource. "FThus will
he eftimate the Divine favours in that manner,
order and degree, in which they are cftimated
-by Ged bimfclf, and which muik of courfe be

moft pleafing i his fight.

2. We ought, on this day, in the moft direct
manner troly o lift up our fouls to God, in the
ats of focial thankfgiving, and to cherith and
promote a fenfe of our entire dependance on
Iim as a people. Having thown, iw its proper
place, the reafonablenefs of this duty, having
cnumerated the fpecial circumftances that call
us to it, having mingled throughout the dif~
courfe many admonitions and exhortations to
difcharge it, and having juft explained the
teraper and views on which it oughtto be found-
cd, little it would feem, remains to be added
here. With propriety, however, I may add
a-defcription of the manner in which the day
will have been contemplated and treated by
thofc who fhall have regarded. it aright, If
thus you have regarded it, you viewed it in
profpe® with pleafure, as a day op which a
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great and happy nation might bring their offer-
ing of worfhip and praife to Almighty God, and
give him the thanks which are due uato his
name. You entered upon it, this morning,-
rejoicing in his mercy, and your hearts arofe
to him in greatful afpirations of praife. Yeu
called to mind, in private, and you were truly-
affeCted with thofe favours which you havel
heard recited. 'Y 1 bowed down before him
and with fervent and affe@tionate devotion you'
acknowledged his goodnefs to you and to your-
country. You bore it in mind, as you came
to this houfe, that you were coming to offer
your focial homage to' the God of nations.—
You were elevated with the thought that you
were to do it in concert with many thow{ands
of your fellow chriftians, who, like a band of
grateful children, would at once approach theé
footftdol of their Heavenly Father, and pre-
fent to him their united thanks.  In the pray-
ers and fongs of praife which have already beer
offered here, your {ouls have afcended ox the
wings of devout affection, and carried their
thank offerings to the mercy feat on high.' As$
I recounted the faveurs of Heaven to our coun-
try you faid, truly zA/s and 2Ais was 2 fingulay
and wonderful expreflion of thc Divine mercy
and regard ; and much oftener than 1 admo-
nifhed it did you, in the ejaculations of your
minds, praife the Lord for his goodnefs, At
F
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this moment you are viewing and feeling obli-
~ gations which yeuv are fenfible I have not ex-
preffed, and which exceed expreflion. In this
mapner have you hitherto {pent and will con-
. tinue to {pend much of this day, if you have
been, and fhall be, rightly difpofed and. affeited.
How much of this has aCtually taken place in
your hearts is known only to God and to your-
felves. But ch! if he whofe prefence per-
vades - our fouls, fhall have beheld thefe fenti-
n;.cdts,,ar;d emofiens filling the minds of the
millions of .people who -inhabit this land, it,
will .indeed. be incenfe before him, and this
will be in truth a day of thank{giving in his
fight. Yet this is not all. From this day forth
we muft preferve a lively recolletion and rea-
lizing fenfe of our entire dependance, as a na-
tiom, ‘oR the great Governor of the Univerfe.
We- muft, ‘cach in his place, endeavor to che-
rifh and widely to-diffeminate this important
{'@htin)qat_._ In di{charging my own part of this
duty, 1 think itbehoves me to proclaim, from this
place, to thefe wko rule over us, that they are
peculiaxly bounc to indtil as deeply as poflible
into the popular :.ind a perfuafion of the uni-
yverfal government of God and of the accoun-
tablenefs of all tc him., No fanciful theories
or politicalrefinemcats will ever furnifh a fubiti-
tute for this fentiment or demonftrate that it s
vicle(s, Not only recafon but the unvarying ex-
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perience of all ages and nations has éftablithed
it as an inconteftible truth, that it is this fenti-
ment, alone, which can fupi)ly the unavoida-
ble deficiency and limitted reach of human
laws, Let men be wholly free from the be-
lief and apprehenfion of their accountablenefs.
to an all fecing and impartial Judge, and they
are prepared to violate every law which op-
pofes their paflions and interefts, and the penalty
of which they can hope to efeapc—Let this be
the prevailing and popular creed, and all the
ingenuity of man cannot prevent the perpetra-
tion of crimes nor govern the community in
which it has obtained an afcendancy.—Magif-
trates and legiflators of America! be fenfible
of this fa&. Inculcate reverence to God, obe-
dience to his laws, the fuperintendance of his
providence, and amenablenefs to his bar, Incul-
cate thefc fentiments by your own example, and
by framing and executing laws for the difcoun-
tenance of vice. Recognife thefe truths by days
of religious folemnity. Show efpecially thatthey
are truths which govern in your own minds and
which you dare not violate. Your maxims, mo-
rals and manners, form thofe of the people at
large, and you will find, too late, that they are
incapable of governmeat, if thefe foundations of
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it be taken away or rendered unfound. Be-
lieve it, allo, that the frowns of Heaven will
. ever reft on a nation openly impious and
- profane. The judge of all recompenfes na-
- tions in this world, becaufe it is here alone that
this relation exifts, and becafe it is neceflary
to the purpofes of his moral government—ne-
ceffary to fhow that  verily there is a God
who reigneth inthe earth.” He therefore treats
them mow according to their viffble chara&ter. In
the world to come he will recompenfe indivi-
duals ; whom his impartial juftice will reward
according to their rea/ charadter. He will
ftrip the difguife from the veiled hypocrite and
cover him with everlafting confuflion. He
will adequately punifh the impious and daring
offender who has wrought out the ruin of thou-
fands as well as of himfelf. He will crown
with eternal and unfading honours that integrity
and love of virtue which is really feated in the
heart ; and “thofe who have turned many to
righteoufnefs fhall fhine as the ftars for ever
and ever.” Receive thefe truths from the lips
of one who reverences your office and refpects
your charater, but who, when miniftering in
the fervice of the blefled Jefus, ought to imi-
tate his example and declare truths to you as
freely as to the meaneft of thofe you govern,
remembering that without diftinétion ¢ we
muft all appear before the judgement feat of
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Chrift.” Let thefe truths then be regarded
that this day may introduce an xra of rcal and
acceptable thank{giving to owr God.

3. Finally. An important part of the ex-
preflion of our gratitude, will confift in the
right ufe and fuitable improvement of the fa-
vours conferred on us. Already have you
been reminded that it is by actions more than
by words that our real apprehenfions of things
are declared; that all our profeflions of thank-
fulnefs for any of the favours of heaven will
be falfe if we are feen to abufe them; that a
juft fenfe of the obligations we are under to
one who has richly endued us with his boun-
ty will ever induce us to confider the purpofes
which he intended to promote, and the man-
ner of ufing his gifts which we know will be
moft pleafing to him. Let me now remind
you, further, that it is by this that the geners-

fity of gratitude is principally and peculiarly
evinced. By this the beneficiary manifefts that
he regards the pleafure of his patron as well
as his own gratificat’sn, and abhors to feck
the latter in any way inconfiftent with the
former ; or rather that in no fuch way can he
be gratified at all. Afk them, how the many
and fpecial favours which have been recount-
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ed may be ufed by the American citizen fo as
moft to pleafe the divine and fovereign Author
of them ?—Afk what is their rational, and pro-
per, and pious ufe ? and you will fee, for your-
felves, how the manifeftation of gratitude
which we here contemplate muft be made.
It will be by taking care not to abufe our reli-
gious liberty to the neglet of all the duties
which we owe to God ; but by fhowing, on
the contrary, that we are rendered by it more
truly and practically pious than any other peo-
ple. It will be by efteeming and fupporting
and obeying the government under which we
live, * being {ubje&, not merely through fear,
but alfo for confcience fake, efteeming it the
ordinance of God to us for good ;”’ by fupprefl-
ing in ourfelves and in others all unreafonable
furmifes, jealoufies, murmurs and complaints
againft it ; by rendering due obedience to all
who are fet over us—*¢ honour to whom ho-
nour, tribute to whom tribute, fear to whom
fear ;” by cherifhing public fpirit and the love
of real liberty, truly defiring to promote the
general welfare and ftriving with eachother who
fhall be the beft citizen ; by our legiflaters tak-
ing care to ena& laws which are equal and juft,
and our magiftrates to execute them with fide-
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lity and difcretion. It will be by rightly va-
Iuing and endeavouring to preferve the national
peace which we enjoy—abhorring the thought
of plunging our country into war for the fake
of gain to individuals, or the gratification of
private revenge or ambition ; by maintaining
inviolably the principles of good faith and
ftrict juftice in all our connections and inter-
courfe with other .nations; by treating with
¢quity and humanity the Indian tribes with
whem we have peace, and feeking it fincerely
and honourably with thofe with whom we are
at war. It will be by a&tivity, induftry, fru-
gality and economy in our feveral {tations and
callings, and a cheerful contentment with our
lot ; by honefty, integrity, and fairnefs in all
our dealings and tranfaltions with each other,
doing to others as we would wifh that they
fhould do us ; by punctuality in the difcharge
of all contracts and obligations ¢ owing no
man any thing but to love one another.” - It
will be by adorning the various relations of do-
mctftic life by faithfulnefs, tendernefs, watch-
fulnefs and care; by fhewing mercy to the
poor, compaflion to the friendlefs, and hofpi-
tality and kindnefs to the ftranger. It will be
by fhunning all opprefion—by endeavouring
honeftly and confcientioufly to extirpate flavery
from our country, in fuch a manner as fhall
not be injurious either to him who has held
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or to him whohasbeen theflave. It will be by re-
membering our brethrer iu capti ity and
bonds, and doing every thing lawful and fuit-
able for their relief. It will be by aveiding
avarice on the one hand and prodigality on
the other ; by abftaining from luxury, diffipa-
tion, and criminal pleafures—*¢ ufing the world
as not abufing it ;" by countenancing fobriety,
order, and decency, and encouraging enter-
prize, learning, and the ufeful arts. It will
be, efpecially, by the eftablifhment of {chools
to which. all may have free accefs, and by
which the rifing generation may be prepared
for ferving both God and thejr generation
Oh my coantry ! if the eye which looks on all
fhould fee thy children faithfully doing thefe
things, it would behold the moft acceptable
facrifice of praife which men can offer unto
God. Thefe things therefore let us do, and
we fhall be happy as individuals, and happy
as a r-tion, happy in time, and ::appy through-
out : ceraity., Amen,

FIN.
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