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ADVERTISEMENT:

THE Author of the following Difcourfe
thinks that it may not be improper to
inform the Reader, that, in confideration of
the mournful Circumftances, in which a great
Number of his Hearers were placed, by the
late awful Calamity, he defignedly prefented
a wider and more general View of his Subjet,
than would have been given, if a fingle Death
had, alore, been in Contemplation.
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My brethren,

EATH has been, for 2 conﬁdemblc time, the. fub-
‘R 7 je& of many of our thoughts and much of cur
conveffation. Thofe whohad been agcuftomed to forget
it, have lately been compelied to reﬁe&'upon it. Thofe
who had often and fenouﬂy confidered .its approach
and -its confequences, - have feen it come near them,
or fpread defelation and diltrefs aroupd: them, in a form
more 'x‘fe&mg than tlwcy ever expetted  to behold.
They have feen perfons of every age apd gvery, cha-
ra&ter, becoming, in . multitudes, the. urzdxﬂmgmﬂwd
victims. of the kmg of terrors. His ftrokesin this con-
gregation—to fpeak more parncularly of vurfelves—
have'been very fore and nymerous. .Scme of the moft
altive, the moft pious, an gthe moft ufcful ol eur mem-
bers, have been brought to the duft. 'And—alas! that
it muft be added—the fhepherd has been . finitten with
the flock. "Our fpiritual father, friend, und guide, is
among the fallen. He is gone for ever from our al-
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{cmblies ; he is gone from inftru&ing, warnifig, and
intreating ; from mingling his prayers and his praifes
with our’s ; from interceding in private with his God;
from counfelling and comforting the afflited ; from
directing the enquiring ; {rom fympathizing with the
diftrefled—lle is gone—I ftand here, {pared by the*in-
dulgence of heaven, to preach on the occafion of his

eath ::—To preach, at the fame time, a funeral dif-
courfe over a confiderable part of our common charge.
People and-paftor; we are “niourners together. The
world cannot, and it ought not to comfort us. - But,
thanks be to God, we are not left .comforilefs, if we
will feek relief from the fource to which he has dire&-
ed us. In_ his-holy word we find numerous paffages,
ditated by the Spirit of infallible truth, that otfer us a
divine fupport. Among others, the words of our text
may be confidered, by thofe who have loft pious rela-
tives and friends, ‘as repléte with ftrong confolation.
On this account they have been chofen as the {ubjeét of
the prefent addrefs—¢¢ Precious in the fight of the
Lordis the death of his faints.”—A circumitance in
this paffage which deferves your particular attention,
becaufe it tharks the genuine import of tli¢ wholé, is,
that the neople of God are faid, emphatically, to be
“ HIS faints.,” Rt is true; iudeéd; that ““the earth is
the Lord’s, antl the fulnefs thereof.” He faith, “ Be-
hold all fouks are ‘mine.”” Yet thereis a peculiar fenfe
2n-which the faints, and they only, are his people. It is
that fenfe in which poffeflion is put for zpprobation, af-
fettion, and delight. Thus it'is faid—‘¢ Who'is this
that engaged his heart to approach unto me, faith the
Lord. --And ye fthall be m}; people, and 1 will be your
God.” In numerous inftancés, and ifi various re-
fpets, is this appropriating -language applied by the
Deity, to thofe who truly loy¢ arid fear him, in ‘the fa-
cred writings. ~ According’to thefe, they are his in the
everlafting purpofes of his love ; they are his by the Re~
deemer’s plenary purchafe; they are his by the effica-
cious influences of his grace, fubduing them to himfelf
and uniting them to the Saviour ; and they arc his by
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their own voluntary. choice and folemn covenant en-
gagements. It is in confequence of this relation be-
rween the Father of mercies and his chofen people,-
that he crders all things fc- their good. ¢ All things
are your’s : Whether Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or
the world, or life, or death, or ihings prafent, or things
to comec; all are your’s; and ye are Chrift’s, and
Chriftis God’s.”” Frorm this catalogue of benefits the
Pfalmift, in the text, fixes his attention, folely, on the:
article death. He feems to have done this, becaufe
dexth is an event more interefting and important than
any other. If this, therefore, in all its circumftances.
and effeds, be fo wifely and kindly ordered by the De-
ity, in behalf of his people as to become a precious be-
nefit, little doubt or anxiety fhould remain in regard to
any thing befide. 'This, accordingly, is moft clearly
affirmed, in the paflage before us. The infpired wri..
ter declares, that in the fight of God the death of his
faints is precious. As if he had faid— It is a concern
of very high importance in his efteem : He, as it were,
fets a price upon it : It is 2 confideration which is very
dear to him: It isa matter in regard to which he can
never be carelefs or indifferent. His fight—his pecu-
liar attention—is fo fixed upon it, that it cannot hap-
pen without his order ; and it interelts him fo tender-
ly, that he direfts every thing connefted withit, or re-
fulting from it, in the kindeft and wifeft manner.”

‘To expard, a little more fully, the general truth
which has ncw been explained, I will endeavour to thow
that the death of his: faints is precious in the fight of
the Lord, ‘

I. In refpect to its time.
. II. In regard to its circumftances: And
IIL. 'With reference to its effeéts or confequences.

In ‘enteririg on the difcuilion here propofed, it may
be proper tc remark, that it 1s obvioufly of {uch a na.,



ture, as tc need and te admit of but little argument.
The truths :c which your attention is invited, while
they are highly important, are;- alfo, extremely plain.
They are fo clearly implied in the do@rine of a divine
nrovidence, and {6 abundantly taught in the word of
infpiration, as to leave little room, in the minds of thofe
who believein this doCirine and allow the authority of
- this word, either for doubt or-controverfy. In fpeak-
ing to fuch a fubje&, propriety requires that I fhould
rather endeavour to furnith matter for ferious and pro-
fitable meditation, than confume your time in unnecef-
fary reafoning or fuperfluous illuftration. Such inqui-
ries, indeed, as may be fuppoled to arife in a believing
and reflefting mind, it may be proper to anfwer, and
the fentiments which fhall be fuggelted, I fhall =ndea-
vour to fupport by the evidence of fcripturs. But
more than this the fubjet before us does not demand,

and the feelings which occupy our minds render un-
feafonable. ~

WeE are then, agreeably to the arrangement- alréady
ftated, to confider,

I. Tuat the death of the faints is precious in the
fight of the Lord, in refpet to its time.

Tre providence of the Almighty extends to all the
works of his hands. Fven a fparrow falleth nct to the
ground without our heavenly Father. © Whether men,
therefore, be the friends or the foes of God, their life,
while it continues, is upheld by him, and their death,
when it happens, takes place by his diretion or per-
miflion. But here is the important difference in their
lot. The tire of deathis afligned to the finner in the
difpleafure of him who is the fovereign difpofer of it :
'To the faint it is afligned in tender mercy and loving
kindnefs. In rcgard to this interefting concern, there-
fore, their fituation and profpedts arc the oppofites of
each other. “They are the fituation and profpe&s of
an cnemy and of a {riend, when the {ime party is ‘to
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difpefe of both. The great Arbiter of life and death,
often, no doubt, Forbears with his enemies, that they
may become his friends. While their enmity, how-
ever, remains, thev can have no evidence of thxs, and
! if it continue beyond the period of his fufferance, they
| certainlv fall beneath his wrath. But thofe who are
aCtually his frniends, have the prefent and comfortable
alvrance, that he watches over them with a {pecial and
paternal care. 'The divine glory in this, as in all other
| refpets, is coincident with their own fupreme defire
; and higheft advantage. Their life, therefore, will be
preferved as long as thc-v themleives, if they were ful-
Iy enlightened, would ever wifh tor its continuance, and
their death will be ordered at the moft feaionable time
that can poflibly be devifed. Infinite wifdom, ~o-
led with infinite goodnefs; 1s engaged to choo.
them ?h¢ beft period for their departure from the woria.
WaiLe God has work for his fervants to perform, he
will effeGtually protect them againft all the affaults of
death, however tormidable they may appear, or however
clofelx they may prefs. 'The methods in which pre-
{ervation is aftforded are, indeed, various. If his provi-
dence lead his peepic into the molt hazardous and cri-
tical [ituations, and tueir labours be not accomplifhed,
their deftruction fhall never be effected. Daniel in the
den of lions, and the three children in the fiery furnace,
are fafe, becaufe God is their keeper, and the fervice
and obedience of Him had brought them thither. Mi-
racles, indecd, we are not now to expect. But prefer-
vations little fhort of miraculous, and wholly unaccouiit-
able, have frequently and lately been experienced by
thofe who have been brought, in the purfuit of evident
duty, into circumitances which rendered them necel-
fary to fatety.* In fome inftances, thofe whom God
will fpare are.carried wide of the danger which threa-
tens to deftroy them, by the remarkable interpofitions

* Why drew Marfailles’ good bithop purer breath,

When nature ficken'd, and cach gale was death '

Porr:,
B
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or calls of nis providence. Sometimes he blefles in a
fingular manner, the ordinary ufe of means for their
prefervation. When fpecial difpenfations are necefla-
ry he manitefts them ; when they are not neceflary he
will not wafte them. Our Almighty Redeemer, on
one occafion, miraculoufly corfounds the Jews, and
pafling through the midit of them goes his way : on a-
nother, exercifing common prudence, he will not walk
i Jewry, becaufe the Jews feek to kill him. At one
time, the apoltle Paul is relealed from priloa by an
earthquake : at another, he is let down by the wall in
a bafket, and efcapes from the city where his life was
in jcopardv. At Ephefus, he is prevented by his
fricnds froia throwing himfelf among the incenfed po-
pulace; but he will not yield to their entreaties when
he is bound in the Spirit to go up to Jerufalem. Hifto-
rv informs us, that from one place he iz fent away by
night for falety, that at another, he remains and is
itoned to an apparent death, but reftored by a mi-
racle. Sometimes, prefervation is conferred in a mix-
ed difpenfation. Hezekiah’s life 1s aflured him, but
a fig muft be laid on the boil before he recovers. Paul,
in the profpelt of a dangerous thipwreck, is made cer-
tain that not a life among thofe wao failed with him
fhould be loft, and yet ke declares, that if the failors
fhould depart the company cculd not be faved. The
moft abfolute determinations of the Deity, we are to re-
member, do not fuperfzde, but moft commonly, include
the operation of fecond caufes. We may find it difh-
cult to explain the manner in which thefe determina-
ticns and this operation are, in all cafes. connefted
with each other. But we have no reafon to doubt
that fuch 2 conneftion exifts, and that it exifts in a
way which renders the purpofes of heaven {ure in their
accomplifhment, and the creature free and accountable
in his a&tions. Of both thefe, therefore, it is proper
to fpeak as unqueftionable realities, and to draw from
cach that inftru&ion and confolation which fiows from
a firm confidence in its truth.  From fuch a confidence
then, it refuits, that the bufinicfs of the fincere chriftian
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is to make a carefui and diligent ufe of every proper
and iavful mean for the prefervation of his lite, and do-
ing this, fteadfaftly to purfue the path of duty and
cheerfully to commit the event to God, who will ne-
ver fail to preferve him till the fitteft atd moft advan-
tageous period for his diffolution be fully come. It
follows, too, that when this period has really arrived,

the Father of mercies will determinately take his ch11

dren to himfelf, however reluftantly thofe whe re-
main may yield to the difpenfation,—lowever fondly
they may have hoped, or however fervently they may
have prayed, that it might be ctherwife. A}l prayet is
made, or ought to be made, with this qualification,
‘“ not my will, be done.” .In the death of
his faints, God fre quently teaches this important lef-
fon to their furvmng brethren. in the moft forcibleand
effeGual manner. He teaches them, that the duty -of
refignation and fubtiflion is more extenfive than they°
had ever before realized it tc be, and fhows them, per-

ps, that they were far lefs prepared te pradtice it,

th’an they had been ready to imagine. It behoves us,
alio, to be mindful, that as the Deity il prpferve his
friends from the moft imminent dan gérs, and by extra-
ordinary interpofitions, while his glory and their own
good require it, fo, when thefe ends no longer require
ity he will ceafe to interpofe, and permxt the impending
danger to accomplifh their death. We are never to
confider it as a mark of the divine difpleafure, w' cn
fuch fingular deliverances as we have contemplated
are not experienced. They may be withheld from ths
greatelt favourites of heaven, and in the exercife of
the richeit mercy, when their errand into life has been
performed. This is the obje®t which God regards.
'{'be fame angel, which, by a miracle, delivered Peter
from the xmpnfonmem of Herdd, could, with equal
¢afe, have delivered John the Baptx{l But Peter had
vet much fervice to do for his Lord, and hence he is -
fpared : John had completed his miffion, and the exe-
cationer is, therefore, permitted to difmifs him to his
reft. ‘The God of all wifdom is the judge when the
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feveral purpofes for which his children live, arc at-
tained, and wher it is moft proper to remove them to
the manfions of cternal blifs. We fee that the order
of his providence, in this refped, is various. Somc
he calls away in the morning, fome in the meridian,
and fome in the.decline of life.

"THE eminently pious atc fometimez feen to take
their departute from the world atan early-age. It

would {feem that, like the firft. ripe fruit, they -are fiv

for the granary of heaven befory their fellows. Their

heayenly Father requires of them uut 2 fhort contelt’

with the trials and forrows of the world. .Ia their be-
half, he takes a fpate from thek s of dme and adds
it to the joys of eternity. Many perfons of diitinguifh-
ed religion are alfo cut off in the midi} of their years
and their ufefulnefs. Of this, alas! the late calamity
has furnithed us with sumerous and affyding inftances,

The difpenfation, in- many refpedls, may be myileni-

ous, and beyond our capacity ta explain.  We knew,

however, that God may ‘¢ take-away the righteous:
He may, likewilg, intend to-

irom the evil to ceme,”

teach us, that he -needs not the: inftruments, which we
efteem the moft fuitable, to perform his worle. lle.anav
do it to inftrud us, that we fhould enter on our- fondcdt
endeavours, even for the promotion of his own glory,
with entire refignation to Lis difpofal, «nd the lively
recollection, thatwe may not be permitted to finith our

defigns. But whatever may be his purpofe,in regard

to the living, we know, that in all fuch C:lft:s., the dead
receive a precious benefit.  Thelr anxicties and excr-
tions on earth, are exchanged for an cternal repoje in
heaven. Some, again, arc-gathercd to their faihers,
like our dear departed paftor, full of years. Ilaving
borne the burden and heat ot the day, they retire in the
evening to their reft and their rew ard ,—rendered more
defirable, and more fwect, and more abundant by the
numerous toils they have fuftained, and the paunful fere
vices thev have accomplithed.
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Some of the faints have, alio, been detained in the
world beyond the period which they could have defir-
ed, and after they have been ready to imagine that
their lives could be of no ufe. In this fentiment they
have certainly been erronecus. Their example and
their prayers may have been even more ufetul than the
a&tive fervices of others, or of what they may have ¢l
teemed their own better davs. To fuffor the will of
Gad in an exemplary manner, is a dutv harder to per-
form, and frequently not lefs bencficial,.than to do it.
We are incompetent judges 1n all refpects, in regard to
our lot, and itis a comfort to think thai the dupofal of it
is not intrufted to ourfelves, but to God. He trequent-
ly. difappoints his fricnds, ti relation to their death, on
the one hand and on the other. 'When, to human ap-
pearance, they are on the borders of the grave, whenit
feerns as if they could not efcape it, when they expedt
to be releafed, when their mind. arc iz the happieft
frame for their diffolution, when they even long to be
abfent from the body and prefent with the Lord, they
are fometimes remanded, as 1t were, back to life, and
to & new contlict with the world. ‘Thefe very pcrfons,
perhaps, are actually called away, when they had
little or no.expeltation that their depature was at hand
By this we are taught to have no will but God’s, t
leave every event with him, not to recken with too
much certainty on any tbmv that is future, and to be
alwavs rud\' for our fummons to eternitv.

In a!l ths varied difpenfations we have re. - ved, the
Father of mercies, we may be aflured, ftill « s in co-
venant faithfulnefs with his people. ¢ For we know
that all things work together for good te them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpole.”’

II. Let us now confider, meore fully, what has becn
a hittle ax‘ncxpatcd, that the death of the mmta 1S pre-

clous in the fight of the Lerd, in recard to its circmm-
ﬂ GCCS
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WEe have no aflurance, my brethren, that the cir-
cumftances which attend the death of the pious thall
be fuch as are molt defirable to our natural feelings.
Many of the pri nitive chriftians, as well as their Lord
and Matfter, were called to yield up their lives in ways
of the moft trying and difmaying kind. ¢¢ My grace
thall be {ufhicient for thee,” is the promife on which
the believer 1s to depend, and the truth of which he
will not fail to experience, whatever be the circum-
ftances which accompany his diffolution. -

SoME are called out of time into eternity in an eafy
and gradual manner. Lingering difeafe, or declining
age gently relaxes . the thread of life, till at length it
feparates without any convulfive fhock. In other in-

!
ftances, the vital cord is fuddenly cut, or violently rent }
i

in funder. Unlooked for accident, or difeafe {peedily
mortal, hurries its vi¢tim to the tomb. In the depar-
ture of fome, the pillow of death is fmoothed and fof-
tenea by a thoufand alleviations. Every comfort, eve-
ry aitention, foothes the expiring moments of the dy-
ing faint. Of kindred and friends, left in health and
fatety, and placed in circumflances of the moft defira-
ble kind, the laft farewel is deliberately taken. Others,
again, like the venerable minifter of Jefus, whofe death
we now deplore, Lave an accumulation of trials and
fufferings at the very clofe of life. Confliling witk
the billows of diftrefs, which feem to rife higher and
fall heavier at every flruggle, they are at length over-
whelmed, and fink amidft them,—Sink, did I fay!'—
Their divine Mafter commaads a calm by ordering
them to his own prefence.

In fpinitual as well as temporal relpe@s, there is al-
fv, a variety in the circumftances which attend the §
death of the faints. Some have fuch clear and animat-
ing views of the glorious ftate on which they are about
to enter, that they die in tranfport. Death is nnt a
dreadful, but the moft defirable event that they ever
contemplated.  Somwc, though thoy want thele animat-
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ing cordials, have ftill 2 firm and unfhaken confidence
‘n the favour of their God. Some ate compafed and
ferenc without mental agitaticn of any kind. Some vi-
hrate between lope and fear. Some, perhaps, are fur-
prized into heaven when they {carcely dared to expet
it. And {ome awake and find themielves there, after
a delirium whicii had benumed and fufpended all the
powers of the foul. '

Do you alk, if there be fuch a variety in thiz moft
important concern, and efpeciaily if fuch diftrefies are
fuffered by the people of God, at the time of their
death, how it can be faid that the circumf{tances of it
are precious in his fight, and ordered in his mercy.
This is the anfwer—‘ God feeth r.ot as man feeth.”
His benevelence is not a weak and changeable pity.
Were it fo, and did it yield to all the defires and feel-
ings even of his ecwn children, fome of them would
{carcely enter into reft at all. Like ignorant infants,
clinging to a cruel nurfe, when they are fen: ior to a fa-
ther’s houfe, chriftians are fometimes feen, in the weak-
nefs of their faith, to prefer the fufferings of the world
before the jcys of an unfeen ftate. Their heavenly Fa.-
ther is obiiged, if I may {o fpeak, to force them away,——
to force thern to be happy. As in this refpe&t we may
vidently fee the kindnefs of oppofing their defires, fo
gil the diftreffes which we have been confidering, as well
s thofe which they meet with through the whole of life,
re frequently the very means which he ufes to break
heir too fond attachments to the things of time. By
Elefe difpenfations he Lrings his faints nearer to himfelf.

-~

driven from the world by the difappointments and dif-

atisfaltion which it produces, they lcan more intirely

n their God, feek their happinefs from pim, and defire

frore earneftly to be with him for cver.

:

+In the various allotments which take place in regard
dying comforts, iniinite wifdom may have fome pur.

yoles to anfwer which ar prefent we cannot difcern,

Ve know, however, that in heaven they all are happy.
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and thatit 1s but the difference of a few moments, more
or lef-, that diftinguifhes any. e alfo know, that if
fome have trials which others efcape, thefe trials-are op-
portunities and calls for the excrcife of graces which
have a fpeedy reward. We are aflured that ¢ thefc
licht affliCions which are but for a moment, work out
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo-
ry.”’——Is this an unqueftionable truth ? Is it a deciara-
tion of * the God who cannot lie,”” that all the {uffer-
ings of his faints fhall augment their eternal rewards”
Here, then, is the.fuil explanation of everv difficulty
Moments of ram, compenfated by ¢ a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory” are a treafuré put to
the fhorteft and richeft intereft. Yes, and could our
departed paftor {peak to us from the manfions of eter-
nal peace, he would fay, “ [ blels God fupremely, lor
every pain he caufed me to endure. His grace fanctifi-
ed it, and it i1s now a rich jewel in the eternal crown
which he hath placed on myv ‘head. 1 blefs him that he
Lalled me to fo fore a conflit at the clofe of life, for he
save me the more abundant and divine fupport. 1 di-
edd. Bm he made me a dving conqueror, and my fongs
of triumph will be {weeter to all eternity.’

Lzt us now take a wider end more diftinct furvey ot

tiic bright profpect to which our attention has juft been
pointed, by confidering,

1. Twar the death of the faints is precious in the
fight of the Lord with reference to all its ettects or con-
lcovences.

To tius the mfpxrm [enman ot the text, had, no
¢cubt, a principal view in the words before us. Prec:-
ens, indeed, will the God of faithiulpels render the
fruits of deati to wil hispeeple. ** Asitis written, tve
hath ot jeen, nor ecar heard, nerther have entered into
the heart of man, the things witch e hath prepared ter

them et love him,”” Teowitl tadie an eternitv, my e
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thren, fully to learn what are the riches of the inheri-
tance of the fuints. A part of it, however, I1s made
known in the gofpel of Chrift. Here it is revealed, that
one of the precious confequences of their death, 1s an
immediase ceflition of all forrow. ¢ God fhall wipe
away ail tears from their eyes, and there fhall be no
more death, neither forrow, nor crying, neither fhall
there be any more pain, for the former things are pafl-
ed away,” Chhow happy 2 tranfition have the depart-
ed fpirits of our pious friends experienced, who have
gone to heaven during this calamity. Their fpirits here
were opprefled with grief, and weighed down with {or-
row at beholding the fcenes of gloomy diitrefs that were
pafling around them. In the midft of all they fall afleep
in the Lord ; they awake in his blifsful prefence ; their
fouls are all ferenity, peacs, and joy; their grief ap-
pears only like a melancholy dream, which ferves to
heighten the fubftantial happinefs, of which they feel
conicious that they are eternally poffefled.

To be intirely free from the remainder of f{in, is ano-
ther of the happy confequences of death to the faints.
This is, indeed, implied in their being free from for-
row. Never car areal chriftian ceafe to mourn till he
ceafes to offend. The moft heart-felt grief that he ever
experiences, arifes from his offences againft that faviour
to whom he feeis himfelf fo deeply indebted, and from
that lamentable imperfe&ion which is mingled with his
very beft performances. But death is his happy deliv-
erer from this greateft of all enemies and evils. When
it deftroys the body it deftroys all fin and imperfeion.
The foul rifes pure and fpotlefs to the God and the man-
fions of iminaculate holinefs. Here it is admitted to
the immediate vifion of God and of the Lamb. The
heaven-entered fpirit experiences an accefs to, and a
communion witn the Father of Ipirits, which language
cannot defcribe, or thought conceive.—Think, oh
chriftian! of thy happiet hour. Think of an hour
when thy foul Las made its neareft and moft delightful
aypm&c’heg to thy God, when the heht of his counte.

¢
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naice was woft lifted upon theg, when the veil of fenfe
was mui’t removed, when unbelief was moft extinguith-
cd, whe fpmtul things appeared to be the moxl {ub-
fantial r‘:az,‘;>, ‘hen God in all his attributes appear-

cdaa immenfity of inconceivable excellence, when his
covernment and ditpenfations appeared the wifeft and
bolt adminiftraticn, when his will appeared to be all the

choice and defire thou wouldft have, when his glory

1

)

N\

poeared the beft object and moit \xortl‘y of being. fu-
;Tline, wien the pldn of redemptxon in all its parts
seained Lpon thv mind as a fyftem of divine wifdom,
arace, aind beautv—ineiable, when thy blefled fa\'lour
in all his work and charaler was feen unfpeakably a-
miable and infinitely adorable, when thy heart expand-
ed with glowing love to him and benevolence to men
whom he came to {ave,~—when thy foul, in {till and
fweet and folemn vifion of thefe thmgs, told thee it was
“ cood to be here” and that moments of {uch exjoy-
ment were not to be exchanged for ages of the high-
eit feniitive oleafure ,-——thlb 1s heaven upen earth.  Im-
aziae all thete exerciies to be purlﬁed and {fublimed ;
e capacitics of the foul enlarged fo as to.take jn a
crcater meafuze of them, and ftrengthened o as to en-
dure a perpetual continuance of them ; and this, it
may be, is as ju't a view of the heaven to come as onr
minds can take at p,cfcnt. To fee God and the Sa-
viour ¢ face to face,” to be ¢ filled with his fulnefs,”’
and ““bear his hLenefs to go ““ nomore out,” and
not o fear any termination of the beatific jovs or fepa-
1'3*1911 from them, feem to coiiftitute the feripture re-
rrefentation of a g‘onﬁcu ftate. | |

-
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A
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A we have every reafon to believe that all the pow-
ot the fonl will, in a better world, not only be pre-
"; 2 bet invicorated, 1t ds plu...ng chl'hi how the
-vz*:-.*nmry il b cn*ulo.;d in the maniions above: It
Wil no doubt, often carry back {he ,:Jdlln\.‘l faint
'nuw! ”’th!‘ pait {eenes uf this milirant face. H('
withrevtowr and ﬁucl) with woi ’icr, L's enpagenents

with ¢ Be wrarh and the necdiefs and ool fh ?Il.xn.tlt
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whicha zta{eu his n*md in regard to the t"ing‘ o
tire. ﬁ will review, with plt), ‘his unresfonabie
fears and ‘groundlefs prremnﬁom He will resolledt
with altonithment, and, I had almoil faid, wirh guiel,
the prevalence of his uxibd ef, his-want of tru it and
conﬁdence in. God, nd the deficic cncy of his zeal and
animation in the fervice of his Mafter.  He will fee thar
it was all of dlvme and fovereign grace that he'wus cv-
er. arrefted in his carcer. of fin, that his heart was ro-
newed and fanctified, ‘and that e w- » conflantly fu
ported through the whole of the {piriteal fife.  He w
fee the kind deﬁgns of a faithful God in all thole pro-
wdem@s which, while he was here, appeare. d hard and
dark and mcxphcc.ble. He will fec tha nc all wers
neceﬁarv, and that, in very decd, all things! Ve WOrk-
ed together for his ¢ QOd " And while he furveys thef
things, he will recollc & that they are row the things
which are pa&-——forevcr palt—but that *he fiveet f*u ts
of them remain, and fhall etemall) endure.  Such con-
tentplations will. animate the .glorified fplrit to raife
high the notes of praife to the fulnefs of redeeming
love, and to the abundance of that unmerited g“u,
which made fo weak and worthlels o creature, “ a con-
queror, and moré than a conqueror’” of all the pawdi=
ful and mﬁdlous enemies that were Ingued dgamﬁ Lum

1=
‘!1
11

« Tupy that have turned many ! to nghtmufncﬂ fhal
fhine as the ftars forever and ever.”> “The creation 01‘
God appears to be a fyftem of fuberdination. Thore
are different orders of angels, and there will be diffe-
rent orders of faints.  But this, whera the will of the
Creator is the fpring and fountain’ of happincls, will
give delight to all and not diminifk it in any. Thofe
who hawl.mourcd and loved, and fuffered mml in the
caufe of God will bc greatly hﬂmgml’hcd They ol
appear as {tars of the firlt mdbmtudg i the heaven of
unfading glory.  Among thefe our m,p wted fmm{, i
15 reafor .ﬂ)](‘ to conclude, will pofiefs o co'xl}‘f'
place.  For miore than fifty vears be had hean a bl
st and faithful fervant of Jofus Chand o ool z‘.zun-
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who knew him beft, will be the readieft to teitify the

Al T To8 . ¢

piety and purity of his life, and the confcientious dif- -
charge of his minifterial duties. Time will not permit -

me to give fo full

A SKETCH GF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER

| OF DR. SPROAT
as my inclination would lead me to attempt. You
knew him well; and as the principal things which will
be mentioned feil under your obfervation as well as
mine, you will be witnefles that what I fpeak is the
uncxaggerated truth.

AT the college of Yale, in the ftate of Connedticut,
he early received a liberal education. While he was

(Y2 SR

L
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purfuing his academical ftudies, he met with that .

change in his temper and views, which determined
him to devote his life to the miniftry of the gofpel, and

which, we doubt not, has prepared him for the exer-
cifes and enjoyments of the heavenly ftate. The in- :
ftrument of this work lies there before you fleeping in -

theduft.* Or, to fpeak more properly, is now rc;jo’u:- ¥

ing, with him whom we lament, in the kingdom of glo-
ry. His own reiation to me, of the circumftance here
alluded to, was nearly thus. ¢ Mr. Gilbert Tennent,
the fourder of our church, in his memorable tour

through the eaftern ftates, preached, among other pla- *

o J{:@ ?J_',,“-.h'.;\‘ :

ces, at the college, where I then was--a carelefs unthink-
ing youth. Ihad never feen or known of him before.
But the power of God feemed to go with him where-

ever he went, and the firft fermon that I heard him de-

liver made impreflions on my foul that have never been
eifaced.”” It is pleafing to remark and remember fuch
a circumftance as this :—To obferve how one faithful
minifter of the gofpel is made inftrumental in raifing
up another, and of providing himfelf with an immedi- -

ate and pious fucceflor, ina place far diftant from the

fcene of hiz ftated miniftrations. As this event alfo .
happened a confiderable fpace before the congrega- -

# M- "Tennent Lioirteered inthe broad aific of the chureh.
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don of which they both had the charge, and which wa-
fo dear to both, was organized or colleCied, we are lcd
to obferve how the great head of the church takes care
for its fupply and edification beyond the utmoft reach
of human views; and that a laborious fervant of Jeius
Chrift may perform fome of his moft effential fervices
at a time and in a manner wholly unknown to himfelf.

~ Dr. SproaT was firft ordained a rinifter of the gof-

pel at Guilford in Conneticut. During the revival
of religion in this country, between forty and fifty
years ago, he was abundant in labours, diftinguifhed,in
his zeal, highly popular, and greatly blefled. From
Guilford, the call of this church brought him to this
city, and gave us the advantages of his piety and fidel!-
ty in his Mafter’s caufe. Between his firft congrega-
tion and his fecond, his life, as a minilter, was almoft
quaily divided. Nearly the exadt ipace of twenty-five
yeéars was fpent in each. |

I~ his natural temper he ufed ofiento tell me he was
eafily fufceptible of paffion. Ifit was fo, itis certain
that, like the fage of antiquity,* %e was remarkadle for
his wiclory over 1#, and for thole virtues which are its
oppofites. Patience, moderation, indulgence, and for-
bearance were leading features in his general charac-
ter. Meeknefs and affection diftinguithed. hiwa highly.
Not only in the near relations of hufband, father and
mafter, did they render hiin moft dear and exemplary ;
but in all his intercourfe with the world they fhone out
in the mildeft and moft amiable light. His candour,
charity and tendernefs, appeared on all occafions, and
gained him in a peculiar degrec, the refpeét and aflec-
tion of almolt all defcriptions of perfons. e was free
trom all difguife. He was ¢ an Ifraclite indeed in
whom there was no guile.”” You faw, at once, the
man you would always fee. Such a man was pecu-

-

liarly formed for lafting friendfhip and unrefcrved con-

* Socratces.
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fidence.  They could - fcarcelv’ Be . EVpxded by #
who was often with him. Between him and sjfe
thercfore, thev fubfilted in a mannct which ﬁmi ‘e
ith a mournful pleafure to recolle@, and" "the' féls of
w hxch I moft fenfibly’ realife and deplor\,. ina colleg‘nate
charge cf nearly feven years not ofie cold, or diftant,
o formal word, every paffed between us; niof the
flighteft alicnation interrupted our harmom. Oy, all
occafions he treatefl me like ‘a father, and like a father
| éan tr v fay, 1 loved and honbred ‘his. | His -
fual appellation, in addreffing me was, my foR -—-And
had I been his fon by the ties of nature, as well asin tfle
bonds of the gofpel, be could fcatceiy have treéated m¢
with more affection, 01 moere ﬁncerd‘r fcgardt:d niy 1h-
tereft as his own. 2“I’hefe declarutxons are the tri‘butc
oi juftice, of dury, and of gratxtude which I ow'e tG
his memory. Towe it indeed, a thoufzaad times more
than this—a thoufznd " recolle@ion$ of kindriefs *fift
vy mind and affe® my heart while T am fpeaking” of
kim. I can never forget them ;—but I mult now for-
bear to {peak farther oi them.

<
y m—

-7 -

- a - . : .
I .:J‘__‘:., PR v - a®

Ix fcholaftic attainment shewas a goad proﬁcxent. Df
thofe tvhich are denominated the tedradd Ianauagea he
was a confiderable mafter. He lovéd all the purfuits
and interefts of {cience ; and I have heard’ him Iamen..,
that his urgeént calls to ative fervice in . early life left
him {o little time to become accurate in fome of the
departments of literature. B

ix the ftudy of divinity he had mede a progrefs
which was truly great and enviablz. It was his de-
t 'ht and he puri’uLd it inceflantly. A man has feldom
reen feen who had a more compléte knowledge or a

vsore fumiliar ‘1\(1uamtanu with the ho]v feriptures.
‘B great readineds in quoting and applying them in a
~ertinent manner, in his public addreifes, you have ail
«hivrvad, and many of you, I truft, will remember, as
Cromcans of vour fpiritual cditication. e had made
Coep refearches iato Syvilemadde, cafuitic; and polemic

B
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diviaity.  On thefe {ubjects he read much in ienie o
the laﬁ years of his life.” ¢ My own femlm»mc Aadd
he) 1 regard to the cflentials of rchgaon, I Dul\,\t‘ are
fised. But Iumi much entertainment and, I think,
fome advantage in reading books of this defcupt;on.

Ix his difcourfes from the pulpit he lov Pd to dwejl on
the fundamental and peculiar do&rinss of the <m!p-;,
which e regarded as o {yften of pure grace and :

cy, abafing the finner to the duft and exalting Gx PN
the hzgheﬁ When the train of his addrefs led Lim 1.
{peak on the experimental part of religion, he was ex-
cellent and edifying in a fingular degree. ¢ He fhun-
ned not to declare the whoie couniel of God,” in-
freating, warning, and pufuadmg':' {oulsin the mz,,L fe-
rious, plain, affectionate, and pre:ling manner to
fretm the wroth to come.” Ilis public prayers wer
remarkable for a vein of piety and fervour ﬂ.loom €-
qualled. He had a certain copioulnels- of exprefficn,
and engagednels of manner ir this divine fervice which
could arife fremi no other {curce than the fanuliar in-
tercourie of his own foul with heaven.

Iy his perfonal religion he was cruly eminent.  Hi:
lifc and example exhibited a moit atiable view of the
influence and efficacy of the goipel principles on ths
human heart and chara&ter.  Unfeigned humility, that
ornunent ot every cther grace, had become a habit of
his foul, and appeared inaii his deportment. Having
ftudied lonq and made great proficiency in the fchoo!
of Chrilt, he had learned the ha:d leffon of thinkin:
in a very lowly manner of hinfelf. His chariry for
others was uncommonly extenfive. It led hiny to hope
the beft where there wasany probability on whicli hope
could be founded. His faith was built on the furc
foundations of the gofpel, and it fupported his foul in
the moft trying hour. In fomn of his faft moments he
f.nu, ““ All mv expectations for cternity reft on the in-
finite grace of (;od, ‘\x\uumhn-* 'hrmurh the nfecd
Z‘x"h coufnels of the Lord .‘\ SFR (h.!lt. b e wy
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pattern of patienre and refignation. The painfu! infir-
iitics of age, under which %;mlabourcd for a confidera-
ble time befcre his death, ke bore with a cheerful for-
titude.  Since the twenty third day of Auguft laft, he
had been looking for death, and ripeping for it with un-
common ‘peed. On that day he comgpleated half a
century cf vears in the charalter of an ordained minif-
tcr of the gofpel ; and thence forward, to the time of
his death, the larger portion of his waking hours were
i~ent in the immzdiate a&s of devotion, or of devout
meditations and afpirations of foul.* Heendured the fe-
vere diftrefs which was inflited on his family without
the leaft repining.t+ At the funeral of a dear fon he
might with peculiar p'opnet) ufe the language, for he
eminently poffefled the {pirit, of Job.}

His death was eafv, and he was rational to the faft.
A fhort time before he expired, and after he had loft
the powsr of {peech, being afxed if he felt the fupports
of religion, he anfwered by the fignal of lifting up his

hand and his eyes to heaven.

Tue refpeft which was fhewn to his remzins, at a
:ime which precluded it in almoft every cther inftance,
was a proof of the high efteem in which he was held.§

* This is confivmed not only by the obfervation and teftimony of
tlinfe who were moft about him, but by what appears in hic own diary.
‘I"is diary cxhibits one of the moft mﬁm&mg views of the exercifes
and temper ef a chriftian, efpecially when under afli@ion, that per-
Laps, has ever been {een.

+ His eldeft fon with his wife, and his younget daughter, died
within the fpace of a month. 'The doftor himfelf, and Mrs. Sproat,
were 2dded to the number 1 lefs than a month afterwards.

t Eufecbled and trembling with age, the Dr. followed the corpfe
of s fun to the grave, and after it was depofited, leaning on his ftaff,
Le pronouaced only thefe words,—¢* The Lord gave, and the Lord
borh tukcn wway, blefled be the naine of the Lord.”” Amen'!

a1 ne the late di ﬁrcf"mg {cenes wlm,h were witnefled 1n this
oo the ancdt univerfal mode of convey: ng a cmpfc to the grave
veattow bow T e emt: and the ettendants confilted only of the
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It was a proof alfo, that there are .ircumllances in
which acknowiedged and diftinguifhed piety will fecure
that which wealth cannot purchafe, nor worldly influ-
ence command. To the generous Africans who car-
ried him to his grave, I here make a return of public
thanks. Thus lived, and thus has died, the late wor-
thy paftor of this church. His life was filled up with
piety and fidelity, and the laft {cene of it was clofed
with peculiar honour and dignity. Having never ful-
lied the profefion which he made, or the charader
which he bore, he retired from the world like a vene-
rable champion of the gofpel of Chrift. One of his
bretiren, confiderably advanced in life himfelf, writing
to me on the fubjet of his death, fays, ¢« 1 ﬁncelely
mourn with you and the chiir- hes the death o; your
colleague. But ke had hived to a goed old age.* He
had lived a life ol ufctuirefs and reputation, and, what
was a rich blefling, he had not out-lived his ufefulnefs.
Oh, let us double our diligence and work while cur day

lafts.”

Aras! how delufive is human expeftaticn. It was
my hope and intention to dedicate this difcourfe—this
teltimony of reipe&t for mv revered predeceffor and
friend—to his mourning confort. DBut, inftead of this,
I am called to fpeak of her death on the fame occafion
with his own. In their lives they were one, and in their

perfon who drove the carriage, the grave digger, or anegro hired for
the purpofe, and, 1n a few inftances, two or three mourning friends.
But 1n the cafe of Dr. Sproat, there was a proceffion and bearers of
the dead ;—which, as 1t was more flriking to the beholders, 1n the
circumftances in which 1t happened, than the meil {plendid funcral
that perhaps, the city ever produced, {o it was a much ftronger proof
of the affe&ion which was felt for the deccafed, than the greateft par-
ade, in orainary times, can poflibly be.  The pious pe(mh. who had
met at the church for prayer, formed a proceflion of ab. at fifty per-
fons, and fome religious negrocs voluntanly offered themfelves to

carry the Lier.

* Dr. Sproat entered on his =2d yearin April, 17¢2. Ilc wus
bora at Siteete. in the ftate of Madachufotts, Aprd rrth 1722, Q. ».
D
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deaths thev have fcarcely been divided—Shke has not
fong leen lett to mourn.  She has gone te rejoice with
the partuer ot all her {forrows and her joys. In everv
rcipedt the was a help-mate to the man whofe life and
death we have been contemplating. She had received
irom nature a temper of mind remarkable, almett be-
vond example, for compofure, calmnefs, and fortitude;
and it had been improved and bnghtcned by diftinguiih-
ed piety, till it prefented an example of [elf-poflefiion
and command fingular indeed. 1 have heard the doc-
tor athrm, tlat, in  the conjugal relation for the fpace of
near ﬁftv years, he had never feen her ruffled by

fion, or difcompofed by accident. Yet fhe \oﬁ}:ifed a
ieehng, tender, and fympathetic mind. In ali the du-
ties of a wife, a mother, a friend, and a chritian, fhe
was truly emineni. When the information was brought

her of her hufband’s death, fhe faid to her daughter,
“ Do not grnieve. Your father has been wrefthag with
his God for along time, and now he has prevaled.”” —
Happy {pirits | Ye are again united, never more to part.

SurvivinG reli¢ts of thedecealed: There is nota
Tlieart but feels moeit fenfibly for your ﬁtuat on. Itie
indecd mournful.  But is it not a fweet alleviation a-
sdit all ‘g'our rfricf Lat vou do not *¢ {orrow as tholft
who have no h wpe’” ¢ Is it not aifo, comiortable to re-
flect, that ¢ the covenant kc.e;,-mg God” of your pa-
rents lives ¢ He {pared them long. He made them
bright examples of piety to you. Their infirudtions
are in your remembrance, and their pravers are before

the throne of s_,r“ice. Devote yourfilves unrelervedly
te the fervice and clory of God.  Seck dire¢tion from
him in all vour ftr‘u ts. Go to him in every time of
need. Chufe him for vour friend and portion.  Chufe
his lon fOr vour favicur. Chufe his [pirit for your
fanciifer, 11 , and comforter.  Put vour trult and
condldence m himm, and he will never full or forfake
vou. Follaw the example of thole who have sone be-
ore veu, and 1t will not be Jong betere thev wel-
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come you to thole bleft abades from which no a~cident
fhall ever be able again to feparate vou.

Pomes o

ProrLE of the congrezation.  Many of you are alfs
mourners. In con{id;: ation of this circumftance, 1
have cndeavoured, in the foregoing part of this dif-
ccurfe, to fpeak i a more general mamner, and to hint
at a «:uater xauctv of cafeo, than 1 thouid stherwife
have done.  If you have loft pious relatives, you muft
perceive, that tne fubject which has been before you,
admimiters {trong confolation. What could you des
five for vour deareit friends more than that infinite wif-
dom and goodnefs fhould be engaged to determine the
pericd of their continuance here, the time and circum-
ftances of their departure, and to confer upon them,
at deatn, the choiceft and moflt durable richzs of the
heavenly world ¢ This has a&ually been done for all
who have died in the Lord. The circumftances
of their death may have been fingular or afflictive. Bui
could you have chofen better than God ? Would you
have 1t placed under your own diretion rather than
under his ¢ No. Reafon is fatisfied, and tells you that
the very beft withes you could form for thofe whom
vou have loved moft tenderly, are actually accomplifh-
ed. FEndeavour then, to bring vour hearts to acqui-
efce in thefe truths. Look to God to bow them to a
fweet fubimiffion to his holy will, to fanétify to you the
death of your kindred and the death of your paftor,

aued to make every afflition the means of ripening you
the falter for the glories of a better ftate. Oh, how

empty is this prefent world! How worthlefs, how tran-
fient, how defpicable, have all its profpects and its pro-
mifes appeared, duning the late diftrefls | How wonder-
ful did it feeim, that the trifles and toys of time could
ever engrofs our attention, could feduce us to feek hap-
pinefs in them, could make us forget that drecad eter-
nity into which we faw {o many of our neighbours dnd
acquaintances plunging, and on the brink of which

fcemed to be ftanding ourfelves. Let us uu,lm\our
not to forget thefe views.  They may again open upen
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us, ina full mars dreadful manner, if we now refufe
to becomc familia: with them. Yet we fhould be ap-
prifed, that we are tn great danger of lofing thefe juft
:md ufeful appre chenfions. It feemsin a ferious hour—
in many fuch hours asiome of us have lately paffed—~
as if we could never forget thefe things; could
never be {o infatuated again as to let the hittle concerns
of this pafling world, crowd from cur figh* that vaft c-
ternity, of which we then had fuch lively perceptions.
But alas!  ithas i1s not the cafle.  Our hearts are 4 :2it-
ful abeve ail things, and defperateiy wicked. The
world eafily feduces them, eafi ily engages and engroffcs
ur affections, eafily blinds us anew and cheats us into
our old attachmenis to 1tlelf.  Nay, unlefs; we are kept
by the power of divine grace, this will Ler*aml) and
veedily be thefact. A few flecting days will carry a-
wav ail cur imprefitons, and we {'ha!l Lecome as ﬁupsd
and as much deluded as ever.  Let us befeech of God,
therefore, to fix and preferve them; to keep eter-
nity before us. to enable us to live for it and not

r time; that when we are called to make our entrance
into 11, we may do it without {urprife oralarin; may
ventere our fouis, with well founded conﬁdenca, into
the p { nce ot our Creator, and to the bar of our
judge, relving on the infinite merits of that bleffed Sa-
viour with whom they fhall have been united by a Living
faith, and wio will never fail ¢“to keep that which is
cornmnitted t¢ him againdt that day,” “nd to own it as
hic ¢ in the prefence of his Father and of the holy an-
gels.”

Prorzssors of religion. “We have all had a moft
folemn warminzy to arife and trim our lamps.  l.et us
inke the wa I'lu"", and rddve, hencetorth to live only
tor Goa. Let us remember the exhortations, the con-
folations. zmd the example, of our dq:&z ted paftor. Let
LS Pray fcru:ntl« and perfeveringly, that «ll the deai-
ines of divine 1dence with our guilty city wmay be
f‘h. tied; the d me atnictive pro uuulcc which we have
R Lo Cedoring, may, 512 peculinr manner, be
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fan&ified to this congregation; f{o that the death, as
well as the life of him whom we mourn, may be render-
ed a precious blefling to the people. < Brethren, pray
for us.”” Let me entreat you, never to forget, at the
throne of mercy, the weak and unworthy inftrument
who itill remains to difpenf{e the word of life amor.
you, and on whom a weightier burden now devolves,
than ever yet he has {uftained. Pray that he may be
firengthened of God, to do {omethmg for his glory,
fomething for the ffood of preciousand immortal fouls,
‘while he s continued with you. Pray that his labours
may be bleft. Pray that he may be directed in every
minifterial duty, by that bleffed Spirit who guides into
all truth. Pray that he may be found faithful—
¢ faithful wunto the death that he may receive a
crown of life.”

I canwoT conclude, long asI have detained you, till
I have addrefled one word, in particuiar, to thofe who
have remained unrcconciled to Chrift under the minif-
try of the deceafed. His labours with you are now fi-
nithed, but oh! remember that your concern with him
is not Anithed. It is vet to be folemnly fettlzd. You
are to meet him again: You are to ftand wish him be-
fare the tribunal of God: There you are to an{wer
for all the faithful warnings which he has rcpeatedl)
wxven you, for all the oﬁers of the golpel which he has
{ abundantly held forth, and for ali the prefling invita-
tions to accept of life and falvation, which he has fo
tenderly and fo frequently urgeJ upon vou. Ifyou meet
him there without an interelt in Jefus Chrift, he will
a fwift witnefs again you, that you have “ rejected
the countel of God aqamﬁ vour own fouls.””  This is
a moft awful thought. 1 tell vou of a ferious reaiity.
I te!l you, that this cvent will, afluredly take place,
unlefs vou cmbrace the Saviour.  Your late pious i~
nifter fends you, as 1t were, this his laft warning,
through my lips. I entreat you io regard 1. 1
conture vou, by all the worth of your fouls, to brcak
oft vour fin: by revententance. Iconiure vou, bv the
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fiopes of heaven and the fears of hell, that you make no
delay in this concern. Delay has ruined, for eternity,
the far greater number of thefe whe people the regions
of defpair. You now have a fpace, but jt may be oa-
ly a very fmall fpace, to prepare for death. God has
fpared you, while thoufands have died. He may have
done it becaufe the great Interceflor has faid in your
behalf, ¢ Let them alone this year alfo,”” Try them
a little longer. ¢ 1f they bear fruit, well, if not,
after that, thou fhalt cut them down.” If they will
take warning by the moft aiarming providence that ey-
er their country knew, they fhall have the opportunity
of doing it. If not, they will then be ripe for deftruc-
ticn. Then every mouth will be ftopped.  Then it wiil
be evident that though one had gone unto them from
the dead they would not have repented. May the fpi-
rit of grace faften thefle thoughts on your confciences,
and make you in hafte to ““flee to your ,wong hald’”
while yet you are ¢ the prifoners of hope.””” Amen.

FINTIS






