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SISO IO SIS SIS
A SERMON, &

REv. xiv. 13.

And I heard a wvoice from Heaven, faying unto me,
Write, Bleffed are the dead wbhich die tnthe Lorp,
Jrom benceforth: yea, faith the Spirit, that they may

reft from thcir labours; and their works do follow
them.

HESE words fuggeft the beft confolation to
- Chrifiians, when thofe who have been united
with them, in the bonds of the Gofpel, are removed

by death. It was for this very purpofe, that the
paflage was left on record.

THE Apoftle Jouwn, in the beginning of the
chapter, from which the text is taken, defcribes.the
rapturous view which he had, in vifion, of thofe who
“ were redeemed from among men.” Contrafted
with ¢his, a lively reprefentation immediately follows
of the miferable ftate of fuch, as ¢ fhall drink of
the wine of the wrath of Gop, which is poured out
without mixture.” In the comparifon of two fuch
diffcrent profpects he exclaims, with a f{ingular
propriety of emphafis, HERE is the patience of the
Saints: HERE are they that keep the commandments of
GOD, and the faith of FESUS. < Behold! ‘ere
they are found in thefe happy manfions—Here their
patience and obedience have met their vindication
and reward. To this glorious iffue have tended all

thofe
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thofe afflitions, which were onice the fcoff of the
prophane, and the crofs of the pious.” But this
animating contemplation was not intended for the
Apoftle only. In the midft of it he hears * a voice
from Heaven,” charging him in the moft folemn
and authoritative manner, that, for the fupport of
Chriftians in every age of the world, he fhould,
in his revelation, with particular exactnefs and
immediate obedience, * Write, Blefled are the dead
which die in the LorDp, from henceforth : yea, faith
the Spirit, that they may reft from their labours;
and their works do follow them.”

- LeT us then, my brethren, put the words to the
important ufe, for which they were left us. On
this melancholy occafion, let us feek both the
alleviation and the improvement of our forrow,
- for the death of our departed fellow-fervant, in
contemplating the bleflednefs of thofe, who die in
- the Lorp. Of fuch as are included in this defcription
~ two things are here aflerted;—that they reft from
labours; and that their works do follow them.

I.—THuEy who die in the Lorp, are blefled,
becaufe they reft from their labours.

At prefent the ftate of virtue is a fuffering ftate.
It appears to be the intention of divine wifdom, by
this conftitution of things, not only to teach us the
evil of fin, but by putting our love of truth and
holinefs to the teft, at once to prove s fincerity,
~ to encreafe its rewards, and to render its future
felicities the more grateful and defirable. Our
Saviour declared to his followers, ¢ that in the

world
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world they fhould have tribulation,” and his Apoftles
‘¢ exhorted to continue in the faith, and that we
muft, through much tribulation, enter into the
kingdom of Gop.” Now, death to the righteous 1s
the clofe of this {uffering {cene. It is the termination
of all their tnals; the blefled finithing of all that is
painful or difagreeable in their ftate and expeations.

\WHEN they entered on the Chriftian warfare,
how laborious was the undertaking in which they
engaged ? ¢ The world, the flefh, and the devil,”
threatened them with many a confli&, and prefented

them with the profpe& of a tedious, as wellasa
vigorous ftruggle.

It is an eflential doCtrine of the Gofpel, that ¢ the
friendfhip of this world is enmity with Gop.” Hence
originate fome of the Chriftian’s fevereit trials. To
hate father and mother, wife and children, when
they come in competition with our love to Chrift; °
to forego the affection of the neareft friends, at the
very time when, under the refletion of their
difobedience to the Saviour, the heart is bleeding
with anguifh and melting with pity; to endure the
trial of cruel mockings from the men of the world,
who poflefs its applaufe, its wealth, and its
honours; io refift the temptations which arife from
adverfity or from profperity ; from a needy or from
an affluent ftate; to live above the world,—to be
unfeduced by its flattering, and unterrified by its
frowning afpect; to withftand the tide of its opinion
in the various channels of vice, and againft the torrent
of fathion; to hold an even and a fteady courfe
through good report and bad report, cheerfully

| {uftaining
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fuftaining the turden of the crofs, and patiently
enduring cven unto tie end .—thefe furely are Jabours
whofe profpect is alarming, whofe endurance is
trving, and whoic completion is bleflednefs.

To “ crucify the fleth with it affe@ions and lufts,”
is another laborious occupation. which the Chriftian
life requires. Throuch the depravity of our nature,
all our affettions and pailions are prone to perverfion
and excefs; and confequent pain, ficknefs and death,
are the unavoidable lot of humanity. Even the
renewed nature of tae real faint is not free from the
polluting dregs of vice. The ¢ law inhis memnbers
15 conftantiy warring acainft the law of his mind, and
often bringing him nto captivity to the law of fin.”
Frequent, fharp and long are the contefts, which
every believer mamtains with his corruptions.
Victory, m a {ingle inftance, is not conqueit. The
pafhion which is vanquithe:d o diy, recruits 1ts force
by to-morrow, and renews the confiit.  To ¢ keep
~under the body, and bring it into fubjection,” is a
labour which endures with hife. The coldneis of
- the heart, and backwardnels to duty, is likewife a
{ruitful fource of toil and forrow. Bodily difeafe,
alfo, ofien calls for the moft flrcaucus excrcife of
paitence, and 1s with difhcuity prevented from
producing complaints or emottons, unbecoming and
uaworthy ot the Chriftian. ¢ Tlie laft enemy,
death,” 1s fometimes too formidable for the believer's
faith. The remainders of diftruft, in rezard to an
intereft in ‘¢ the firength of him, who has loved vs,”
make us tremble at hus ftroke, even when haftening
to a triumph over 4is fling.

To
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To ¢ refift the devil,” is likewife a labour, which
the Chriftian is obliged to undergo. ‘“ We wreftle,”
fays St. Paul, * not againft fleth and blood, but
againft principalities, againft powers, againft the
rulers of the darknefs of this werld, againt {piritual
wickednefs in high places.” “* Be fober, be vigilant,”
fays another Apoftle, ““ becaufe your adverfary, the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, feeking
whom he may devour.” Whatever difficuity there
may be in difcovering or de{cribing the manner ir
which the prince of darknefs operates on the human
mind, the fat is eftablithed by the ftrongeft evidence
of Scripture.  From this quarter the Chriftian meets -
with many of his moft formidable difficulties. To
withftand the fuggeftions, and efcape the fnares of °
his great adverfary; to oppofe, and put him t6
flight, demands an unceafing exertion. Hard furely
muft be that bufinefs, in° which fo powerful, fo
fubtle; fo experienced, and fo affiduous an enemy,
is conftantly engaged in counteracting every effort
and intention; and blefled therefore muft be tha
efcape from a fituation, which renders thefe exertions
neceffary to fafety.

Some, perhaps, will efteem the reprefentation,
which has here been given of the lot of one who
is a follower of Jesus, gloomy and forbidding.
In experience, my hearers, the life of the Chriflian
is fupported and f{weetened by the aids and
confolations of the divine fpirit, by the teftimony
of a good confcience, and by a refpect to that
recompence of reward, which we are prefently to
confider. But ftill we muft be careful that we do
not foften the reprefentation of it with colours,

which
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which our Lorp himfelf refufed to give it. He
eftimated the labours of it {o highly as to inftitute a
parable to induce us, before entering upon it,
ferioufly to” ¢ fit down, and count the coft,” which
it requires. And the declaration, with which he
introduced his allegory, was no other than this, «“ If
any man come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and
fifters, yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be my
difciple. And whofoever doth not bear his crofs,
and come after me, cannot be my difciple.” Ina
word, my brethren, after all which can, and much
which ought to be faid of the pleafures of a holy life,
it muft ftill be acknowledged, that it retains fo much
of labour and pain,as to make its conclufion a period
- which, with all the meaning that the term can
carry, is reft. It is the completion of a perplexed,
- a toilfome, and a dangerous jourhey. The way
through the wildernefs of this world to the promifed
land oi immortal blifs, was infidious and rugged,
thorny, and inhofpitable. It was filled with many
- fnares and numerous foes; it required conftant
vigilance and unabating exertion, to pafs it without
- feduction or injury. But now, it is fafely pafled.
The traveller has arrived at his home; the pilgrim
has completed his journey; the way-faring man has
found a fettled and quiet abode. So ardéntly did the
great Apoftle of the Gentiles long after this releafe
from labour, that when he came in view of the goal
of his race, he exprefled a triumph of joy and
exultation, “ I am now ready,” fays he, * to be
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought agocd fight, I have finifhed my courfe,
I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up

for
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for me.a crown of nghteoufnefs, which the Lorp,
the righteous Judge, will give me at that day: and
‘not to me only, but unto all them alfo, which love
his appearing.” And did not the faithful Minifter of
Jesus, whofe death we now deplore, love the
appearing of his Lorp? Was he not ready to be
offered? Had he not foughta good fight? Had he
not kept the faith?>~—Small indeed is the number of
thofe, of whom thefe things could be aflerted with
fuch ftri@tnefs of truth and propriety, as of him.
Yes, my brethren, and he has gone to ‘his reft.
The laborious, the painful part of his exiftence, -is
now all paft for ever. He has done with all his .
toils, his trials, and his forrows. He has efcaped -
far beyond thejr reach. He has gained a peaceful
region, where ‘the ftorms of diftrefs never cather,
the wind of dnfcontemment never blows. « Ther“ |

the wicked ceale from troubling, and there the
weary are at r¢f.” But,

11.—ThHe bleflednefs of the nighteous is more than
negative. It doth not confift merely in freedom from

labour and pain. It is added in the text, that their
«« works do follow them.”

Tue righteoufnefs of the Redeemer is.the ground
of juftification to al the Szints. Their. works go riot
before them, to recommend them to Gon, but they
follow after as the evidence of their f; fincerity, and the
juftnefs of their reward. Then they find, that.every
a¢t of difinterefted obedience to. Goo, and every
labour of love for the good of their fellow-men, has
not been forgotten, or unprofitable. Others indeed
may have been unprofited by it, but ufelefs it fhall

B never
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never be to the performer. Heretofore their works
may have been difgraceful or diftrefling, but now
they are the fource of inconceivable honour and
ineffable delight. If once it was reproachful to bear
teftimony for Jesus, ¢ in the midft of an adulterous
and finful generation,” now the reproach is turned
into honour, in *“ the prefence of Gop, and of the
Holy Angels.” 1If once it was painful to crucify the
flefhi, now the remembrance of it produces * a joy,
which is unfpeakable and full of glory.” If once it
was trying to withftand the aflaults of fatan, now the

victory is complete, and crown of life is conferred on
the conquerors.

To enumerate, in detail, all the works which will
follow thofe who .die in the Lorp, would be nothing
elfe than to give a complete catalogue of Chriftian
duties. For this there is neither time nor neceffity
at prefent. Yet, as the manner of reward, in the
future ftate of our exiftence, will, from the perfe&
wifdom of Gop, proceed c1 very different principles
from thofe which dire¢t the decifions of men, it may
not be improper juft to remind you, that ¢ every
fecret thing fhall then be brought into judgment.”
Many virtues derive their excellency from their
concealment. Not one of thefe fhall efcape its
enumeration, or reccmpence. Every unknown
prayer for the good of others, or fecret devotion of
the foul to Gop; every private a& of charity and
benevolence ; every patient endurance of injury ;
every filent act of forgivenefs; every quiet fubmiffion
to the chaftifement of Heaven; every plan for the
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom; nay,
even every unfuccefsful or abortive with to doa

fervice
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fervice beyond our power, fhall then be taken
into the account of Gop. Thefe duties flowed
immediately from love atd fzith. It was the pure
love of Gop, and goodnefs, which prompted the
believer to perform them. It was faith that gave
fuch a reality to the unfeen world, and fuch a
confidence in the promifes of Scripture, as fupported
and encouraged the mind in their difcharge. As
thefe works, therefore, pointed immediately to Gob
and Heaven, fo, when they thall have followed the
Chriftian thitiicr, ihey fhail fully obiain their obje&.
When Deity aflumes a part to act, how fhall we
conceive of the performance! But of thefe duties he
affumes to act the part of rewarder. With Gob-like
liberality, therefore, fhall thefe objetts of his gnfts
be enriched and diftinguifhed.

As Heaven is a flate of perfet bleflednefs, we
cannot {uppofe that there will be any difcontent or
diffatisfaction among 2ny of its inhabitants. Envy
will there be extin¢t. All will be glorious, and all
will be happy. Yet, we have ground for the firmeft

perfuafion, that thofe who have laboured, and
; loved much,” will poflefs the pre-eminence. Our
Lorp feems clearly to intimate this, in the ‘parable
of the fervants who received different talents, and
a rccompence, proportionate to the extent and
improvement of their gifts. We are likewife told,
that ¢ they that be wife, fhall fhine as the brightnefs
of the firmament, and they that turn many to
righteoufnefs, as the ftars for ever and ever.”
Inconceivably rich and glorious, therefore, will be
the requital of fuch as have * done valiantly” in the
caufe of Curist. They will ftand high on mount

Zion,
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Zion, ar.d throughout the watlelefs ages of cternity
ftil precede their partners of blifs in the honours,
the knowledde, and the enjoyments of Heaven.
Wife will their decifion then appear, in chuf-
ing * to fufer affliCtion with the people of Gon,
rather than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon.”
‘With the unutterable emotions of celeftial joy will
they felicitate themfelves on the part, which, through
divine grace, they have been induced to prefer, and
enabled to a®. Mean and contemptible will appear
the moft fplendid ations, or brilliant exploits of
men, which fought and received their recompence
in this world, in comparifon with thofe works of
humble and fervent piety, which now, by the
gracious munificence of Gob, fo highly exalt their
pérformers in the kingdom of their Father. Pure
and undefiled religion will then appear to have
been emphatically ¢ the one thing needful,” and
Chriftians will be fet as the mark of envy to
the univerfe. Then fhall every intelligence with
rapturousjoy,or agonifir.g regret, unite in pronouncing,
“ Blefled are the dead which die in the Lorp, for

they reft from their labours, and their works do
follow them.” |

WE know not fully, indeed, what will be ¢ the
riches of the glory of the inheritance of the Saints.”
Reafoning from the nature of the human foul and of
human happinefs at prefent, we may conclude, that
every faculty will have objeéts for employment, and
that every power will be gradually and eternally
enlarging. Of .this at leaft we are certain, that let
us form the moft noble and flattering ideas of the
fubject, they will never exceed, but fall fhort of the

reality.
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reality. For we are exprefsly told, that ¢ eye hath.
not feen, nor ear heard, neither have entered iato,
the heart of man, the things which Gop hath
prepared for them that love him.”

O enviaBLk they who have been  workers
together with Carist,” when they * die in the
Lorb, and their worksdo follow them!” O enviable
he over whom we lament, whofe labours have now
followed him to the bofom of his heavenly Father!
Great were thofe labours, and great is now their
reward. Who can have forborn to obferve, that, in
the treatment of this whole fubje@, we have fcarcely
been able to mention a circumftance, which is the
prefent evidence, and which will be the future
glory of the Chriftian charafter, without ftriking a
confpicuous part of his own.—On this account,
therefore, & becaufe you knew him well, we fhall, in
paffing to the improvement of the difcourfe, give but

a concife and fummary account of this diftinguithed
Minifter of Jesus.

FuneraL panegyric, indeed, has been fo much
abufed, thatit has, in a meafure, defeated its own
defign. Extravagant and mifapplied encomium, by
its frequency and fallacy, has rendered even the
truth fufpicicus. The truth, however, ought to be
told ; and, on the prefent occafion, it is our intention
to be governed by it, in its rigorous ftritnefs. And,
indeed, fo much may be faid, without going beyond
its bounds, that thﬁre is little temptation to tranfgrefs

As a man, the reverend do®or DurrieLD poflefled
a vigorous, active, firm, and benevolent mind. He
thought
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thought with energy and quicknefs; and he dreaded
not the labour of thinking. In promptitude of
conception, and readinefs of utterance, few were his
equals. Thefe qualities, in early life, enabled him
to preach with a frequency, of which the inftances
are rare: and throughout life, they gave him a
confequence and utility in deliberative bodies, to
which few can attain.

To the opinions which he formed, he adhered
with fteadinefs. He was neither frightened from
them by the number of his opponents, nor foothed
by the refpectability of their charaers or ftations.
His behaviour, indeed, was at the fartheft remove
from difre fpect: but he was, in an eminent degree,
a man of m undaunted fpirit. ‘The firmnefs of his
mind was a leading trait, a prominent feature of
his whols charaCter. It enabled him, in all the
viciffitudes, and under the fevereft trials of life—~and
he was fa niliar to them—to maintain an equanimity
of conduct, which feemed to flow from the fortitude
of the philofopher, mingled with the patience and
rengnation of the Chriftian,

His kindnefs and benevolence were great and
extenfive. They were the ornament of his other
virtues. As ahufband, afather, abrother, a matfter,
and a friend, he was fingularly indulgent, tender
and affeCtionate. But his benevolence was not
confined to thefe limits. It led him to be, in a
peculiar manner, the friend of the friendlefs. He
efpoufed their caufe, and advanced their intereft,
with the warmeft zeal. In his death, the affli¢ted,
the diftrefled, and the poor, haye loft one of their

beft
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beft friends and counfellors, and: one of their warmeft
advocatesand moft conftant vifitors. It was this part
of his character, which led him to connet himfelf
with the various humane inftitutions in this city,
and which rendered him one of their moft ative,
attentive, and valuable members. It was his
benevolent temper of mind, likewife, which
rendered him fo highly efteemed by almoft all
denominations of Chriftians; and which difpofed
him to unite an extenfive charity for thofe who
differed from him in matters of faith or opinion,
with an earneft contention for what he efteemed the
truth:

As a feholar, he was confiderably diftinguifhed.
He early difcovered a thirft for knowledge, which
led him to the purfuit of liberal fcience. In his
academical courfe, he rofe above motft of his fellows;
and was afterwards employed as a tutor, in the
{eminary which was the nurfe of his juvenile ftudies.
His knowledge was more of the folid, than of the
ornamental or polithed kind. He was accurate in
claffic learning: and he loved philofophy in all its
branches. For thefe reafons, he was eleCted a
member of the Philofophical Society, in this place,
of which he was a diligent attendant, and a ufeful
member.

As a citizen, he was highly diftinguithed for public
{pirit, and the love of liberty, and for the promotion
of every defign, which had for its object the general
welfare. No one was a more zealous and adtive
patriot than he ; orin the fmaller divifions of fociety,
more fincerely endeavaured to do fervice to the

community.
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community. In the late ftruggle for liberty, in
America, he was an early, a decided, and a uniform
friend to his country: and fince the peace, he has
‘been equally affiduous, in ufing all his influence to
‘advance the public intereft and tranquility.

As a ckrifitan, he fhone confpicuoufly. He lived
the religion which he profefled. The fpirit of the
‘gofpel feemed to have tin¢tured his whole mind, and
“to. poflefs a conftant and powerful influence on his
‘heart. He was, truly and remarkably, an example
-of the'life of Gop in'the foul of man. His ¢ fellowfhip
with the father of his {pirit,” and *is * converfation
with Heaven,” appeared to be aimoft uninterrupted.
"Nor was he lefs diftinguithed in active duty. He
fought all occafions of ferving his Lorp. Of him it
may be faid with truth, thathe * went about doing
~good.”

s a divine, he was thoroughly acquainted with
the moft approved fyftems of Calviniftic divinity.
‘He was a warm admirer and advocate of the do¢trines
of grace. He was ever ready to plead for, and
“defend them in public and private. Defcended from
pious parents, * from a child he had known the
‘holy Scriptures:” and he improved his early
acquaintance with them, into a familiarity feldom
~acquired. He read them in their original languages,
of which he was no unfkilful mafter. Inecclefiaftical
‘hiftory, his knowledge, if not minute, was
comprehenfive ; and in the government and difcipline
of the Prefbyterian church, I believe he hath not
Jeft a fuperior, in an acquaintance with all its parts.
He was honoured for thefe accomplithments with the
degree of DoCtor in Divinity. As
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As a preacher of the gofpel, he was indefatigaoie,
evangelical, and fuccefsful. He was ‘ a workman
that needed not to be athamed, rightly dividing the
word of life.” In the early part of his miniftry,
while his imagination retained its fervour, he was
remarkably animated in his public addrefles, and
unufually popular. An intimaticn that he was to
preach, was the fure fignal of a crouded auditory.
His manner was always warm and forcible, and his
inftructions always practical. He had a tak t of
touching the confcience, and feizing the heart, almoft
peculiar to himfelf. He dwelt much on the great,
plain and eflential truths of the Gofpel. Yet he was
mafter of a fingularly happy method of explaining
Scripture, which, in more advanced life, he
frequently practifed.

His firft {ettlement in the gofpel miniftry, was at
the town of Carlifle, in this ftate. Here he was
abundant in labours. His natural adivity and
induftry enabled him, not only to feed the flock, of
which he was the immediate overfeer, but to water
the vacant parts of his Lorp’s vineyard, to which he
was contiguous, in almoft an incredible degree.

THESE circumftances marked him out as one
properly and peculiarly qualified for planting and
organizing churches, in places deftitute of the
regular adminiftration of gofpel ordinances. To
this important bufinefs he was therefore called
and appointed, by the ynod of New-York and
Philadelphia; and, in company—with the late
reverend Mr. BEaTTY, {pent a year, in vifiting the
frontiers of the country, to preach the word of life to

thofe
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thofe who were perithing for ¢ lack of knowledge;”
and to form them into congregativns for the ftated
reception and fupport of the Gofpel. A printed
memorial of this tour has been given to the world;
and is 2 monument of his zeal and labour in the caufe
of Chrift, and for the good of fouls. During his
refidence at Cariifle, his miniftry, throvgh the
effufion and application of the divine {pirit, was
made effetual to turn many ¢ from darknefs to light
and from the power of fatan unto Gon.” But his
talents drew Lim at length into a more public fphere;
and placed him as the paftor of this flock. Here,
my brethren, you have been witnefles, both of his
refpetability and fidelity, in his facred office. You
have feen him poflefs a diftinguifhed weight and
infiuence, in all the judicatures of the church, to
which he belonged. You have feen him happily
unite “‘ the wifdom of the ferpent with the
harmleflnefs of the dove,” in the management of all
its concerns and interefts. You have feen him called,
by the fupreme council of the nation, to officiate as
one of their chaplains, during the whole of their
refidence in this city. But—what he was more
folicitous about than for all earthly honours, and you
fhould remember with more care and pleafure—you
have {feen him *¢ inftant in feafon and out of feafon,”
to promote your {piritual and eternal welfare. He has
truly ¢ watched for you,” as one that had the charge
of fouls. He has broken unto you the ¢ bread of
life,” He has been to you a faithful and an ¢ able
minifter of the New Teftament.” It was his zeal todo
good, that expofed him to the difeafe, by which he
has been called from you.—Such was the man over

whom
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whom we lament, and whofe deceafe is a lofs, not
to you only, but to the whole church of Chrift. But
this review of his charaer uniw.: with the general
firain of the fubjet in fuggefling—

I~ the firft place--To you who were his neareft rela-
tions and friends, the moft powerful confolation which,
under fo affecting a bereavement, you can receive.
Your departed father, brother, and friend, has refted
from all his labours, and his works, you doubt not,
have followed him to a better world. Would you
draw him from the abodes of eternal peace to a new
engagement with the toils of thismilitant ftate? You -
cannot love him with {o civel an affe¢tion. He has
left you an example of enduring and improving
affliction, which loudly and tenderly calls for your
imitation  He has left you inftruction and advice,
which will be your {ure and faitaful guide through
life. He has left you the influence and protection
of his amiable and benevolent character. He has
left you the precious legacy of many prayers offered
to Gop, on your behalf. And he has left you all the
promifes which the word of life contains, to the feed
and kindred of the faithful. Thefe confiderations
thould abate the poignancy of your grief, and direct
its fofter emotions to a ferious improvement of the
difpenfation to teach you the vanity of all earthly
enjoyments, and the duty of refignation to the divine
will. The leflon we acknowledge is trying. But
what you now feel, is one of thofe /abours which
render Heaven {o defirable to thofe who die in bz -
Lorp. It fhould be converted into 2 motive to i..e .
in conftant meetnefs for this happy and important

event. Oh! may it {peed your preparation for that ,
“ Dbetter -
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¢ better country,” where there fhallbe “ no more
death, neither forrow, nor crying,” but where

¢ Gop fhall wipe away all tears from your eyes"—
With undiffembled affection we commend you to the

grace of Gob, to the guidance and protettion of his
providence, and to the * confolations of his fpirit,
which are neither few nor {mall.”

Secondly. LeT this fubject and occafion, by
reminding us all of the prefent lot and character of

the Chriftian, ferve to wean our affeGions from the
world.

You have heard, my brethren, and the word of
Gobp is full of this truth, that the whole of the
prefent fate is intended to be a continual trial of the
faith and patience of the faints—Chriftians, will you
attach yourfelves clofely to a world which difappoints,
which hates, and perfecutes you ? Will you preferve
an intimate union with one of your moft dangerous
enemies ? Will you be wedded to one that is
conftantly feeking to mar your peace, and to deftroy

your life? Will you center your hopes and affe@ions
on a thing that will betray and defert you in the trying
hour? Rather let your hearts be more and more
freed from fuch a dangerous connectien.  Let them
be more and more weaned from every earthly objeét.
‘The principal reafon why the world wounds us fo
deeply, 1is, becaufe we grafp it {o eagerly. We
experience no reluflance or uneafinefs in abflaining
from, or furrendering up an object, for which we
have no affetion or attachment. Let us be loofened
from the world, and we fhall deftroy half its power
to injure or annoy us. We fhall then expericnce but

ltttle
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little pain, thouga it refufe us its pofleflions, its
nicafures, or its applaufe ; and but little danger
though with infidious friendthip, it fhould confer
them all upon us. Let us look often to that ¢ reft
which remaineth for the people of Gob,” as a
powerful fupport under every affliction and
temptation. Let us be animated with the frequent
recollection, how near is the period of releafe from
labour. A few ftruggles more, and the conflict
will be over. A few more ftrenuous exertions, and
your warfare will iflue in eternal peace and refl.
On this occafion, inftead of ““ forrowing, as thofe
who have no hope,” let us rather be encouraged by
the remembrance and example of our departed friend.
Let the fummons of death find us, as it found him,
engaged with zeal in the fervice of our Lorp, that
fo ¢ an abundant entrance may be adminiftered to
us” into his prefence and joy—For this fubje and
occafion teach us in the moft forcible manner,

In the laft place—To afpire after the heavenly
inheritance. Is it {o glorious? Are the fouls of its
pofleflors brought into fuchanimmediate, unclouded
and extenfive view of Gop and the Saviour? Are
they the heirs of fuch unfpeakable and unknown
felicity ¢ With what holy magnanimity and ardour
fhould 1t elevate and fire the mind ! How ought it to
annihilate every object that would oppofe our paflage
to the glories which it offers, or feduce our affeétions
from the delights which it affords. How ouzht it to
render all our fufferings but « light afflictions, while
we look not at the things which are feer, and are
temporal, but at the things which are unfeen and
cternal.”  Ye weeping Chriftians ! ceafe vour

lamentations.
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lamentations. Learn to poflefs this {pirit in the
degree which he poffefled, for whom you grieve, and
it fhall not be long befere you join him in ¢ the
general affembly and church of the firft-born, whofe
names are written in Heaven.” Hearken to the
precept of infpiration. ‘ Remember thofe who have
had the rule over you; who have {fpoken unto you
the word of Gop; whofe faith follow, confidering
the end of their converfation—Jesvs Cukrist—the
fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever.”

BuT to thofe who have not yet obeyed the call of
the Gofpel, I principally defire, in this place, to
addrefs myfelf with fidelity and tendernefs—Dear,
inconfiderate immortals ! Has vour faithful Minifter
gone to his refl, and left you in the path which leads
to rremediable woe? This is a reflection of the moft
alarming and affecting kind. In every death there
is a language addrefled to the living; but in this
death there is a langu: > addrefled to ys#, which
fhould alarmi the moft fecure. Yrom this tomb*
a voice proceeds, which fays, ¢ He preached to
vou faithfully while he lived. He inftructed, he
warned, he entreated, he perfuaded, he would have
‘““ compelled you to come 1n,” but you would not.
He is now dead. Gop hath taken him from you. The
meflenger of your peace is gone. The ambaflador
of Heaven to you is removed. Tremble, 1:it the
ftrivings of the fpirit, and the calls of mercy, te
about to ceafe with his life. Unr-ioved by his life
and by his death, what can alarin you, that you may

nou

. * Df. Duffield was buried in the broad ifle of the church,
immediately before and very near to the pulpit.
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not remain unmoved for ever.” Reje&t not thefe
ideas; refufe them not an admiffion to your minds.
However harfl: they may feem, they come an errand
of friendfhip to your fouls. They are the fuggeftions
of providence in this affe&ting difpenfation.—Or are
you really difpofed to be melted, rather than terrified
into duty? Shall I tell you then, that even difobedient
children ufe to relent over a dead parent? 1f ever a
paflor was a parent to his flock, your’s was fo.
Will you not then remember his councils and
infiruction after his death, though you grieved him
with your frowardnefs while he lived? Shall not his
Jabours for you yet be profitable to your fouls? Ch!
remember, that foon, very foon, you will follow him
to eternity ; and can you think of not following him to
Heaven. When, at the {found of the laft trump, this
grave fhall furrender up its duft, thall your late Paftor
fee any of you who have fo often filled thefe feats
around him, and heard the offers of falvation from
his lips, {eparated from him to the left hand of his
gudge! O intolerable thought! 1am ready to imagine
thet I fee his. happy {pirit bending from the fkies,
anu befeeching you to make your peace with Gon.

e tells you, that msw he knows better than ever
the importance of being prepared for eternity. He
tells you, that mew he finds that Gob is indeed more
worthy to be loved, the Saviour more worthy to be

trufted, and IHeaven a place more glorious than he
has ever been able to reprefent them to you. He

entreats you not to hazard the lofs of fuch difcoveries
and enjoyments as he finds to be in the heavenly
world, by refufing to obey the Gofpel any longer.
He conjures you to treat {piritual and eternal things
as the moft iolemn and momentous realities, He

conjures
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conjures you immediately to fly from every fin; and
by faith and repentance, to lay hold of Jesus CurisT
for falvation. He conjures you to believe, that the
Saviour is wilhng, infinitely willing and defirous, to
receive you, if you will forfake your lufts, and
fubmit to his laws. He tells you, that there is a
» {ouablenefs, an excellence, and a glory in all the
vuinme.ids of Gop, which he finds that even the
Angels cannot fully defcribe nor fufficiently admire.

THus, my friends, over the grave of your Minifler,
would I exhort you to confider him though dead, as
yet fpeaking to you. Was it thus that over the tombs
of their heroes, the {peakers of Heathen antiquity
were able to animate their citizens to the moft ardusus
‘attainments?- And over the tomb of a championinthe
caufe of CHRrisT, fhall we not be able to animate you,
who were his own flock and people, to afpire after
the nobler attainments of the heavenly ftate.
Would ¢ they do it to obtain a corruptible crown,”
and will you not difcover equal zeal for one that s
‘ incorruptible ?” Yes, my friends, let us hope and
pray—and by your conduct give encouragement to
our hopes and prayers—that this loud and folemn
call of Gop’s providence, fhall not be loft upon you.
But that it fhall put you in mind of every neglected
duty, induce you to reeal and recover every forgotten
inftruction, and lead you to the Gop and Saviour,
whom it i1s equally your duty and your intereft to
obey and love. Thus may you expe@, that he will
{end you another paftor after his own heart, and heal
the breach which his hand hath made. Amen.
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