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PRETFACE

HE word of God contained in the Scrip-
tures, is a perfect rule of faith and practice,

and contains all rhat is important and neceflary to
be obferved in religion, Many things are plainly
and exprefsly pointed out, others are left to be
colleted from general rules, or managed accord-
ing to the difates of reafon, and the light of na-
ture. The latrer, we muft fuppofe, are not of the
greateft importance ; efpecially when doubtful or
difputable. In fuch cafes, when rules are necet-
fary, human prudence muft diret. Such are the
place and hour of the day for meeting, and the
order ot the feveral parts of putlick worfhip, &c.
Some men of learning have fuppofed, that
Chrift has not inftituted or appointed any parti-
cular form or mode of church government, or
left, in his word, any plan or model of a church,
and it’s rule of adminiftraticn, which we are bound
to obferve. Thefe men have too much fenfe and
underftanding to pretend, that clafical prefbyte-
res, p"ovmcml or national {ynods, councils or
affemblies, havirg judicial power, are pointed out
in Scripture as a mode ot church government
and theretore, when fuch a mode {uirs their inch-
nation, they countenance themf{elves by funpofing
that the head of the church has left it to the
judgment ard difcretion of his people to inanave
ecclefiaftical matters as time, place, and circum-
ftances require, only having regard to fome very
gencral direttions in Scripture 5 but we can by no

mean:
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means think that Chrift has left his church in fuch
an uncertain ftate.  This would be to expefe his
people to endlefs impofitions, according to the
czorice of {elifh and defigning men, who love to
have the ptchumncncc, without any infallible
rule 1n Scriprure to guide them, and determine
diputes,  This has ru”y been the cafe, and
Chniti.ms have been loaded with innumcrablc
£rievous ries, ceremonies, and burdens, impof=d
cnthemb, ambitious men, who yet pretended fome
general regard to Scripture. It may be eafily
thewn, that when the primitive churches drpartcd
from the plain, (imple directions ot God’s word,
and the mode of managing ccclefiaftical affairs, as
they were in the apoftles time, and eftablithed a
torm of government of human invention, they
gr.xdua;ly loft their hberty, and 1n tme became
wholly fubject to the exorbirant tyranny and do-
mination ot the man of fin. Worthy of obferva-
tion 1s the account given of this by a late eminent
writer of church hiftory®. * During a great part
““ of this (the fecond) century, the Chriftian
“* churches were independent on each other, nor
““ were they joined together by affociation, confe-
¢ deracv, or any other bonds but thofe of chari-
“ tv. Butin procefs of time, all the Chriftian
“ churches of a province were formed into one
¢ lirpe ecdefilical body, which, like confede-
“ rawetlate,, affembled ar certain times to delibe-
¢ wbout the commun interetts of the whole.
Ihis anratution had s origin among  the

““ Greeks,

€~
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* Sce M c" rem’s Ch, Hijlory, Vol. I. Page 144, 145.
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Greeks, with whom nothing was more common
than this confederacy of independent fluresy
and the regular aflemblies met at fixed ©ines
and wege compofed of each refpective tlate,
To thefe affemblies, in which the d puites or
commiffioners of feveral churches ¢ontuited
toe ether, the name of fymods was ap ;\rupnau-d
by the Greeks, and thae or ecunns by the
L.atinsy and the laws that were en L,tcx' in theie
mecangs were called canons, 7. ¢ uies.

““ ‘Thele councils, of which vc¢ lind not the

fmalleft trace betore the nuddle of this century,

changed the whole face of the churck, and gave 1t
a new formw y for by them the anaient ;w'whg;c's
of the people were confiderably cimimifhed,
and the power and authority of the Bithops
areatly augmented. The humility, indeed, and
prudmce “of thefe pious prelates, prwcmcd
their afluming, all at once, the power with
which they were afterwards invefted. At ther
firft appearance in thefe general councils, they
acknowledged that they were no more than the
delegates of their rdnc”wc churches, and that
(Hey acted in the name and by the appoir:ment
of their peopie.  But they Toon changed tiis
humble tone, 1 percepnbly extended the limits
of their authority, turned thew induence nro
dominion, and their counfels nte laws; and
openly afierted, at length, that Chrift had
empowered them to prederibe to his people
authorirative rules of faith and manpers. Ano.
ther eflfe¢t ot theic councils was the gridueal
abolition of that perfedt cquality wiich reroned
Ytoamong
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among all bithops in the primitive times ; for
the order and decency of thefe affemblies re-
quired that fome one of the provincial bifhops,
met in council, fhould be invefted w:tha fupc-
rior degree of power and authority ; and hence
the rights of Metropolitans derive their origin.
In the mean time the bounds of the church
were enlarged ;3 the cuftom ot holding councils
was followed wherever the found of the gofpel
had reached, and the univerfal church had now
the appearance of one vaft republick, formed
by a combination of a great number of lxmc
ftates.  This occafioned the creation of . new
order of ecclehafticks, who were appointed in
different parts of the world, as hcads of the
church, and whofe othce it was to preferve the
confitence and union of that immenfe body,
whole members were {o widely difpe-fed
throvghout the nations.  Such was the nature
and othice of Patriarchs, among whom, at
iength, ambition being arrived at it’s moft info-
lent period, formed a new dignity, invelting

* the bithop of Rome and his fucccfrjrs, with

the title and authority of prince of the patri-
archs.”
Such has becn the effedt of al lowing the church

to be modelled by human invenuons; but the
word of God has Ieft no room for it without con-
traciCting it’s plain dictates. We may not {up-
pofe the gofpel lefs perfedt than the law.  Moles
was particularly required to make all things ac-
cording to the pattern fbewn him in the mount.

Chnift is acceunted worthy of more glory than

Mofes. -
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Mofes. If the latter was faithful as a fervant in
all God’s-houfe, the former was faithful as a fon
over his own houfe. It is unreafonable, therefore,
to fuppofe thac he has left his church, which he
purchaied with his own blood, without the beft
regulations and order. He has certainly given
compleat diretions how to behave in the houfe of
God, which is the church of the hiving God. We
belicve the matter, form, and government of
Chriftian churches are all pointed out in the word
of God; a brief reprefentation of which is at-
zcmptcd in the fcllowing fections; with how
much fuccefs the reader will judge.

While perfons do not fcarch and examine for
themfelves, they will ordinarily a&t according to
the mode of scligion in which ®hey have been
educated, though it be not wholly founded in the
word of God. We are fwayed by education un-
ul we learn to fhake oft' thele prejudices by a
candid and impartial inquiry after truth. Young
men that enter into the muiftry, have generally
fpeat but little time in ftudying church govern-
ment; it 1s not f{trange, therefore, if they often
alter their fentiments after they have been fome
time in the miniftry ; eipecially it they then care-
fully examine the foundation of things.

Had every body let us alone, and none bufied
themielves to rcprctcnt us 1n a difadvantageous
light, we fhould not have added the appendix.

“We hope there 1s nothing in the followmp
pages inconfiftent wich that Tove and vrivr
ought te prevall among (,F"ﬁ*m , and nm‘.h the
gofncl abundantiy recommends,

We
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We hope we are (incerely defirous to find the
truth, and have attended to God's word as our
only infallible guide.  We pubinh our fenciments
treely, according to the light we now hrve, V\' e
pray and hope tor further deorees of knowiedye
in things that pertain to the aincdom of God,
and teel cuifelves bound o toliww the truth
whenever it appears.

It any material error or defect in the following
pages fhall, by further conlideration, appear to
us, or be pointed out by others, we trult we fhall
foel ourfeives bound, and be wlling o alter our

fentiments and praétice in that refpect,
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FIRST SECTION.

SoME GENERAL OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE
CHURCH.

H E word church properly fignifies a colleltion

of people, a congregauon or affembly, and 1s
feldom uted in the facred writings but in this fenfes
though 1t doth not always mean a chriftian aflfembiy,
oreven a reheous one. ‘Thatunlawrul affembly raited
againft Paul by the Craftimen of Ephetus, Aéts xix,
4118 called ecclesia, a church, When the town clerk
bad thus jpoken be dijmifled the church, 1. e. the afiem-
biy. But the word s comnonly uled, and that about
forty umes in the New-Teftament, to lignity a cungre-
vation or affembly of cariftians 5 a fociety united by a
chriftian proteflion, ulually mecting together at one
place to attend on divine ordinances.  And tlomeumes
the word is ufed to fignify the aflembly or body actu-
ally mer, or gathered together.  "LVhus, when ye coine
together in the chuvch. And agan, Let your <comei
keep jlenge in the churches.  Other word. that fignity
focieties are commonly ufed in this double fenic, viz.
The affembly actually met together, or thofe that be-
long to it, though not met, as is evident from the words

congrezation and prefbytery. The people of Hraci
who
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who came out of Egypt are called a church: The
church that was in the wilderncfs. Acts vii. 38. For they
were all one congregation, and had one place of wor-
fhip, viz. The taocrnadc wh ch is theresore called the
tabernacle of the coneregation.

The word church is ufed to fionify the whole bady
ot the ele, or faints both in Heaven and earth, who
are united in Chrift as their head, and by one fpine
baptited into one body, that is the bady of Chnit,
The congregation of ('od s people of old, niight 1 a
fort, be oty plul of their genceral alfemblv.  As the
Hrichites ali we rthipped at the carthily tabernacle which
was typical of Chrilt; fo now the church ot Chntt,
which is his body, all mect at the throne of grace, anid
have boldnefs 1o enter ints the bolic/t by Fis blovd.  Heb,
x. 19. Andas all the redeemed of the Lord thus
affemble fpiritually in Heaven, fo they form cne ai-
fembly with Saints and Anzels, and are faid o be al-
ready ceme to Maunt Zicn, the ity of the lLiving Ced,
tbe Heavenly *forujalem, and to an innumeralic company
of Angels, io the general climbly and cluveh of tie for)}
born which are written in [leaven, and to God the judge
of all, and to the [pirits of yuft szt made perfecld.  The
church, in the luft-mentioned fenle, 1s catholic and
invilible, comprehendirg all true brlievers, who beine
united to Chritt, from hun denve fpintual bieTings
and though, as a fociety, they are to men aviiible,
yet the Lord kncwe:bh thein that are bis. ‘To this in-
viiidle church, or body of Chrift, every p'xrticular
church, conftituted according 10 the golp.l, vilib'y
bLlOﬂO’S , and the word of God gives us no idea of &
vxﬁblc catholic or univerfal church, uniied inor under
one viible ecclefiaftical government.  Sudh a church

ui
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of Chrift has no foundation in the New-Tellament,
and never had an exiftence in the world. If ever the
church it. this world is fpoken of in gencral terms, to
mean more than alnle ¢ ongre vatmn it ignifizs thofe
that zppearto be lormr to the invilible church or true
body of Chrnit, w heiher they are en'bethied In parti-
culai churches or not.  The f"'":ptuml 1dea of a v ﬁ-
ble chirittian church, is that of a number of perfon

united in the faith and profeffion of the goipel, and
agreeing to meet together in one place to obferve all
the ordinances of Chrift. In this{enfe are churches
often mentioned, asthe church at Corinth, at Laodice,
at Antioch, at Jerufulem, &c. According to this
fenipturas idea of a church, it is evident the word can-
not be proprriy applied to any fuppofable or imaginary
fociety or body ti’ur doth not affemble together; it is
theretore never v'ed in feriprure to ﬁgmfy a colletion
or aflociation of particular churches in a province,
kingdom, or nation, In the New-Teftament we ne-
ver read of 4 church, or the the church, in a particu-
country, where there were evidently more than one
chriftian affembly; but in that cafc we read of churches
in the plurzl number, as the churches of Galatia, the
churches of Judea, the feven churches of Afia, and
the churches of Macedonia. Noras thie word chureh
ufed in thae large feafe, in any of the writings of the
Fathers, fo. above e hmlred years afrer Cnnft’s
time, if we may credit thofe who have impartally
fearched into antiquity * 5 nor s there more foundatiun
i feripture for the notion of a charch reprefentative
as {Hme fuppofe the feflion, thatis, the ruling clderu,

14

* Ste King’s Enquiry.
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& to be the church. There is no foundation in {crip.
 ture for applying the word church to thofe wke ar.
l chofen by a chriftian affembly to cranfaét fome affairs
R for them: For however advifable fuch a method may
BE be in fome cafcs, fuch reprefentatives are never called
= 5 church in {eripturc; nor have they any power to
8 act as the church, fepzarate and aiftinét from the affem-
s bly, or body of tiie hrethren, :
®  1fto the meaning of the word church, that has been
gwcn, it fhouid be objeéted . that Jhe r‘hurcn in lome
& cities, and parucularly at Jerufalem, was oo numic-
§ rous to be only one ailembly or congregation, and
g8 therefore when the church at Icruﬁlem 1S mcntmned
1i 1t mult comprehend a number of diftinét aflemblies 5
#1 1t ought to be well confidered, that the facred hiftory
} repretents them as all meeting togesher 5 if fo, they
4 might be one affembly.  Whatever our conjectures
{ may be, matters of fad, according to the word of
| God, muft ftand.  And let us hear how exprefsly the

g1 in pnrcd hitorian fpeaks: ¢ 4/ that believed were.

rogetker.”  A&s 1. 42. Again, « They continued
datly with one accord in the temple.” 1bid 46. Again,
£ v 2, ¢ The twelve called the muiutude of the
g diciples fo them.”  Again, *“ They were all with ove
. aceord in Solomon’s porch.  And, Acts xxi. 22. ¢ T'he
mulotude muft needs come tegether”  In order to
¢rive the objection any force, 1t would be tieceflary 1o
prove, that all, or the moft of thofe that we ¢ con-
verted at Jerufalem, were members of that church;
that there was no place where the proper church of
lerufalem could affemble together as one body ; that
the many thouland believing ju&s, mentioncd Adls
xxl. 20, were members of the chureh at Tervialem s

u“
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all which will not be eafily proved to any one who
conliders that all the Jewith males from all parts were
ordered to meet at Jerufalem three times in a year, at
their great feftivals; that it is evident, that it was at
one of thefe feftivals that thole were converted who
are mentioned in the beginning of the book of Afts,
when the fpirit was fo remarkably poured out; for
there were then come to Jerufalem jews, not only
from the feveral parts of Judea and Gahlee, but
there were prefent at that time Jews and prefelites
trom many nadons, Partlians, Medes, Llamites,
dwellers in Mefopotamia, Cappadocia, Pontus, Ala,
Phrygia, Pamphilia, L.gypt, and parts of Libya and
Cyrene, ftrangers of Rome, Cretes, and Arabians. It
1s probable that moft of thofe that were converted at
firl, did, in a few days, depart to their own houfes,
when the feftival was over.  The many thoufand be-
Jievers that were at Jerufalem, as mentioned Aéts xxi,
was evidently at one of thefe feftivals, as will appear
to any one that looks into the hiftory. So that there
1s no evidence that there remained conftantly at Jeru-
falem more chriftians than could affemble in one
place.

The abfurdity of fuppofing an cecumenical, natio-
nal, or provincial, church, 1. €. a church united un-
der one form of government, extended through a
province, nation, and the world, will ealily appear ta
any one that confiders the nature of church govern-
ment, according to the direflions of the New-Tafta-
ment. 11 {uch an extended church how could an of-
fended brotive - hrain fatisfa@ion, or treat the offend-
er as an hearicn man and a publican, when the of-
fender mighit o peal 1o a neighbourhood ot churches,

| reprefented
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eprefented in a prefbytery, and from them to a pro-
vincial fynod, and from thence to a national or oecu-
menical council ? -In all thefe there would neceffarily
be delays, fo that one man’s life would fcarce be long
enough to bring a matter to an iffue. The difcipline
that Chrift has appointed in his church, is nlain, natu-
ral, and eafy, and was never defigned to be clogged
and impeded by fuch appeals and delays. But the
New-Teftamnent, and our natural reafon, make thefe
things {o plain, that more needs not be faid, |

@b dhtd 2k kb R i doddodohids S ok

SECOND SECTI1ON.

Ofr A parTicutaR CHurRcH CONGREGATION ; OR,
CHrisT1AN ASSEMBLY.
’ E have already obferved that a church, ac-
cording to the New-Teltament, is commonly
a chriftian Affembly in or belonging to one place.
We are now to confider how fuch a chriftian aflembly
is formed and conftituted fo as to be a church ; and
how it is, and when it is, that a perfon may properly

' be faid to bclong to fuch a church. Here then we

are to confider of what fuch a chriftian church is
compofed, what is the matter of it, or the perfons of
which it confifts. 'l hercfore we obferve, that fuch a

| ¢hurch is compofed, or confifls of a number of profeffing bap-

tifed chriftians, covenanting or agreeing to meet and wor-

 hip tozether, andtocbferveand fubmit to all gofpel ordi-
- maices, according tothe rules of God's word; together with

their
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their infant feed. Andany one that joins to a churck
muit be baptifed, profefs religion, fatisfy the churci

of the credibility of? his profeflion, and ccvenant t

walk with the church in the obfervance of all gofpc.
ordinances. Such a church is made up of vifiblc
faints, or fuch as, in a judgment of charity, are truc
believers.  Vifibility 1s the appearance of reahty;
vifible faints are fuch as appear to be real faines.
T hat the churches mentioned in the Bible were con-
ftituted or made up of thofe who were apparently and
hopefully real faints, is fo abundantly evident from the
New-Teftament, and has been {o irrefragably proved
by many eminent writers, that we nced not enlarge.
To receive into vifible churches thele whom we can-
not charitably hope to be in Chrift by a vital union, 1s
inconfiilent with the exercifing love to the brethren
according to the frequent directions of God’s word.,
Noihing i1s more evident than that the members of the
vilible church are called the brethren; but we cannot
excreile brotherly love towards thofe who, though
adimitted into the church, are evidently deftitute of
the 1mace of Chrit, The diftinétion between the
church of Chrift and the world, which the fcriptures
abundantly teach, plainly fuppoics that it ¢ former are
to conlift of thafe only who are friends o Chrift y the
latter are vifibly of a different and oppoliie fociewy,
viz, the Kingdom of futan.  This diftinction is clearly
keld out, and urged by the apoltle in his directions ta
the church at Corinth, 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16. Be ye
net uncqually yoked tcpetler with unbelievers for what
concord bath Chrift with Belial, and wkhat part bati: |
that believeth with an infidel ? And what agreewcni Fath
she temple of Ged with idels? For ye are the temyle of
the living God. A
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A particular vifible church 1s to be confidered eithet

. without, or with ts officers. A number of believers
may be embodied or united together, and be a church
of Chrift, before they have any officers.  So were the
churches in the apoftles time, Alts, xiv. 23. They or-
dained them clders in every church. Though a chriftian
allembly may be a church, and have fome power,
viz. Ot admmm«r mem:bers, and choofing all theirofhi-
cers. »vi [y are not a church compleat, and fit to ex-

erci oot of difi:ipline., and attend upon all gof-
pel Ui o5, til they have proper officers, the efore
are not to rtﬂ caly, tut feel fomething much wanting
until they are thus organized. Tit. 1. 5. There have
bcen many queries concerning a cburch covenant, of

tiic neceflity of ir, and what it is or ought to be.
There auft be a church covenant, or fomething equi-

valent, etprcﬂcd or implied, in order 1o the being of
a partictlar vilible church.  Without 1t chriftians
wsuid be as lm.« individwh, not compatted toge-

ther; hke b fticks of tmber, before they are
formed into a F ng A churcly is compared to a
building ; parts 'ur believers are the matenals; a

whurch covenant connelts and fraims them together.
When they covenant und agree with one another,

they are united into a church. A church covenant
" needs not be large, but is belt comprehended in few
words. Among us, waere churches are already form-
ed, rhe perfon that propofes to join to a church pro-
mifes or ccvenanls to [ubmit to the waich and difcipline
of the church, and to walk with it in ike obfervance of all
gojpel erdinances.  T'lus is tuthcienr, without particu-
~lanizing duties, for the word of God points out tne
auties of church members, Whea a new church is

forming,
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forming, the feveral chriftian brethren that propofe to
conftitute it, covenant and agree to meet and worfbip, and
be a churchin fuch a place, and obferve and fubmit 1o
church government, and all gofpel ordinances, accoriing
10 the rules of God’s word. From the nature of a chuich
covenant and church communion, arifes the foliowing
queftion : May a church member mave away, or other-
ways ceafe to hold communion with his confederate
church without their confent 2 This queftion bas been
thought of importance enough to be difcufled by n.a-
ny learned en ; yea, whole bodies ot learned men
have given it a place among their difquifitions.
This matter has bren but little attenced to among

us of late years. [f relicion thould revive, and churches
and church members b: more dittinguifbed trom the
world, it would be more confidered.  In the view of
fome, the queftion is much the fame as t') «ik whether
a paftor inay move away and leave his fock, without
their confent, or a reguiar ditouflion. The obli; 2atons
between church menibers are mutual, asalfo thefe be-
tween church members and  their paﬁur. Sheuld
church members geberally difperfe, it muft break vp
the church, and the confequence be worfe than tor
the paftor to leave them; tor in that cafe they nipht
continue to be a church.  But to antwer the queition
directly, itis to be obferved that a member (hould 1ot
break his conneltion with his church, withour weighty

and important reafons.  Vvhen church members pro-
pule to remove, or otherways break connections with
theirchurch, theirrealons are generally, either, 11t, Bet-
ter worldly accommodations in {fomeother place, or 2d,
Diifaustaction with cliurch adminiltrations urd;iuplmc
where they are, 'The glory of God fhould rule and

C {way
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fway the members that propofes to leave his church
And it thould alfo rule and {way the church, whofe
confent for his difmiffion may be defired. The confi-
deration fhould be, where is the man moft needed,
where is he like to be moft ufeful, and moft promote
the glory of God. Worldly intereft alone, without
fome confiderable neceflity, (hould not make a man
lpavc his church ; yet the cafe of his family may be
fuch as to require his removal. In fuch cafe the church
fhould confider his wants, and family circumftances,
and do as they would be done by. If a man fhould
defire a hberation from his church, becaufe he thinks
he can be better edified elfewhere, he and the church
ought well to confider this matter, and aét without
prejudice, partiality or criminal felf-intereft. A man
ought often to deny himfelf for the good of others,
and on account of his conneétions, and in order to fet
a good example. Many a minifter, if he confulted on-
ly his own feelings, would rather go and hear unsther
minifter preach a good fermon, than to go into the
pulpit himfelf. But minifters and church members
muft often deny 1themfelves for the good of others.

When it is thought proper, and agreed that a man
fhould be difmificd frony his church, he thould have a
certificate or recommendation to fome other church,
for he ought to be in communion with fome church,
if practicable.

Ruidr o Ro koot hocke oo e Rk ol K oy ihveke ke okt Keekoedke skee e o Xy
THIRD SECTTI1ON.
Or Chnurca OFFICERS.

U R afcended faviour gave extraordinary officers

-to the church, in primitive times, and endued them
with
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with miraculous gifts. He has alfo appointed ordinary
officers that are to continue in {ucceflion to the e of
the world. For the work of the miniftry he gave
apofties and prophets, evangelifts, paltors and teach-
ers : Of thefe fome were extraordinary, which have
ceafed ; others were ordinary, and are to cuntinue to
the end of the world.  In treating of the ordinary of-
ficers, we fhall firft confider thole that belong to a
particular church, or chriftian affembly, and then 1n-
quire whether there be any other which refpect the
church in general.

The officers of a particular church are elders and
deacons. The terms paﬂor, bithop, and elder, are
fo many different words for the felf fume officer.  He
that is an elder is a bithop and paftor, and he that 15 a
paftor is a bifhop and elder. That thefe words are
ufed promifcuoufly in the New-Teftament, for the
fame officer, is acknowledged by the moft impartial
and belt writers of every denomination. If there be
any difference between a reacher and thofe other
names, it is probable he is only a particular fort of el-
der, pattor, or bifhop, according as he is emploved.
There is fome uncertunty tdpcm ag church officers.
The fcripture, for wile reafons no doube, has lete the
matter fomething in the dark. But if we will fearch,
with unbiaffed minds, we may difcover all that is of
imporeance to be known.

Liet vs then endeavour to find how the churches
were organized, according to fcriprure, 1 the prinsi-
tive times.  And 1t appears that every church, though
fometimes very fmall, fo as to meet in a private houle,
had more than one ¢elder. Acts xiv. 23. They ordained
elders in every church., Titus was to ordain clders in

every
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every ¢ity.  The church at Philippi had more than
one vihnp or elder.  Phil. 1. 1. To ali the faints that
are at Philippi with the bifhops and deacons. Again, is
anv ick he has more than one elder to fend to.  Jam.
v 14 Let bim cali for the elders cf the courch.  Tne
moii impartial hiflorian give us this account of the
churchies 1 the firft century ¢ Such was the conftitu-
““ tHn of the ¢hriftian church o its infancy, when its
“ alleinbiies were nather numerous nor fplt:ndid
““ Three or tour prefbyters, men of remarkable piety
“ and witiom,ruled thefe fmall congregations 1n per-
“ feliharmony, nor did they ftand 1n need ot any pre-
“ fident, or fuperior, to maintain concord and erder
““ where po dificnvons were known+.”  Thefe elders
were ail equal in office, were all pattors and overleers.
~no Paul addrefies the eiders of Ephefusy feed the
fock (1. e. be fhepherds or paitors to the ﬂack. as the
word teed f‘.gniﬁrs‘,‘ over which the Holy Ghoft hath
e you overfeess or bifhops.  But though they
were all equal in office, yet having difterent gitts, they
were accordingly differently employed. Rom. xii. 0,
7 8. Hesing then vifis diffeving according 1o the grace
toat s proen to us, &c. ‘That the elders or paftors of
a puuuxl.xr dmrch were thus varioufly employed, we
have good cvnmmc irom church hiftory.  Thus Dr.
Mofh:cm, © “ T'he rulers of the church were called
““ cither preflveers or bifocps, which two titles are in
“ the New- 1 cltament undoubtedly apphied to the
“ fame order of men. ‘Their particular funclions
““ were not always the fame; tor while fome of them
*“ conhned their lubours to the inftruétion of the peo-
““ ple, ethers caniributed, in different ways, to the edi-
“ fication

+ Mofhiem’s Ecc’ehallical Ihfltery, Vol L P, 84,

"
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“ fication of the church*.” Their particular amg

diftin& bufinefs is not clearly pointed out in the worc:
of God, and probably was norprcc:fe!y determined by!
the pratice of thofe primitive churches, nor was it ne

ccﬁary fince all the gifis in a -church were fubject!

from time to time, to the rcgnlauon and dire&ion o
the body. See 1 Cor. xiv. Ic is probable they al-
ruled or [refided, were all apt to'teach, publickly o
privately, and were all exhorters ;- And yet one mich
be efpecially a ruler, havig gifts fuited to that em
ploymenc. and fo direted to rule with diligence; ano.
ther might be efpecially a teacher, whofe bufinefs

was to wait on teaching y anocher-arni exhorter, as bcmu
beft calculated tor thar employment, and fo-1t was hn
duty to wait on exhorration. This diftribution o-
paftoral work is very natural, and feems very agree:
able to the paffage in Romans juft quoted, wher:
thefe feveral employments are diftin@ly mentioned -
From this account of the matier we may learn whe

thofe elders were, that laboured in word and do&rme!»

viz. Thofe who were efpeciully teachers, and cmployew
their ime and ftedy chicfly or wholly for and in tha¢
exerciie; and that therefore particular attention ﬂlOUl(
be paid to their {upport, according to the apoftolic di
rection. = Tim. v. 15.  Let the elder.f thbat rule well b
counted wortb) of doub/e benour, efpectally they who la
bour in the word and dotirine. And this affords a na-

tural and eafy explanation of that text, without thg ﬁ
fuppofivion of an order of ruling elders diftin&t fror :

teachers. We cannot learn from {cripture that thcr

were two forts of elders diftinét in office, though the ¢ c
might be differently employed.  That there were npe
two f

* Vel 1.P g1,

/
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gwo d:&m& forts, wy offer the following reafons : 1ft,
PChe apofile Pau) writes to Timothy on purpofe, that
ke might know how to behave in the houfe or church
Bf the living God, gives him dire&tions how to turnith
Bhe churches with officers, and mentions their qualifi-
Erations, but points out only two forts, viz. Bifhopsand
Meacons. Now had there been another fort of elders,
belide the bifhops, we cannot account for the apoftle’s
bmitting them, ad, When the apoftle writes his epif-
¢ to the church at [’hnl\ppx, he direts it to a/l the
Rlaints there, with che bilhops and deacons. Andif
mhey had another fort of church officers, we think
hhe apo(‘tle would not have omitted them. ‘3d, Timo-
Rhy was left at Ephefus, as may be feen 1 Tim. i
&. Andit wasto hnm refiding there, that the apoftle
Waid let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
flouble honour, efpecially thcy who labour in thc
Wvord and do&rmc. Now we know the elders of
bt phefus were bithops, overfeers, and paftors.  Paul
Btalled the elders of Ephefus ana charged them to feed
Blhe flock as paftors, and calls them bifhops or over-
Bicers. Which feems to make it evident chac the elders
¥lhat ruled well, which he mentions to Timothy at
‘phefus, weve all paftors and overfeers, though they
night not all Iabour in word and doctrine as publick
achers.

I| The feveral ofiicers 1n & church, wore no doubt
bmewhat differently employca; but whether ;:m:cife.
v {fuch a diftribution of the paftoral work, as fias beoy
pefore mentioned, took place, or not, we do not pre-
nd to affert : Yer 1t pqmly thews how paltors or
itheps of different gifts, may be varioufly yet har-
nonioufly, and advantageoally employed for the edi-

fication
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fication of the people of their charge. It is eafy to
fee that ruling, teaching, and exhorting, comprehends
every partof the bufinefs that belongs to the paftoral.
office, exercifed according to fcripture, in the churches
of the faints. And as there is abundant reafon to
think that this work was in primitive times divided
among feveral paftors, in fome fuch manner as has
been reprefented, fo it appears to us that fuch a me- !

thod, and fuch a difpofition of cofficers, thews the wif- -
dom and goodnefs of the great head of the church. -

Such an elderfhip, or prefbytery in every church;—

£

the minittry, and the exercife of church difcipline.

leverai eiders or pattors equal in office, but having °
g'fts differing, and accordingly differently employed, |
feens exceedingly well adapted to anfwer the ends of -

“4
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And was this method generally perfued it would great- ¢

ly tend to promote the intereit of religion. We are
fenfible the external form, and the management of our
churches, conhderably differs from that which was
ufed and directed in the apottles time : And many
among us would be alarmed at the introduétion of thac
primitive mode. Should religion revive, and goipel
{implicity and integrity take place of pride, external
pomp, and fecular fchemes, we might eafily return to
the apoftolic plan. But how far it may be proper in
cur churches, prejudiced as they are, to attempt the
introduction of that primitive method, we do not pre-
tend to determine.  But it deferves the {erious atten-
tion of thofe that with well to Zion. We do not
think, on the whole, that fuch a gplurality of eiders, is
ablolutely neceffary for the work of the miniftry and
the exercife of diicipline. One elder may be fo far

qualified to rule, teach, and exhort, that, with the af-
fiftance

-
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50 1nce orother brethern, according to their gxfts, the
dpattoral work may be pcrformcd to good purpofe,
And it is plam aoreeable to reafon and fcriprure,
that all fpiritu; houid be diligently improved 1n
fa church, whet cr N not it fhould be fo compleatly
Ffurnithed wich officers, as might be defired, and ought
F to be atrempted. Thar the gifts which are orantcd
'to the wembers of a Lhmcn, whether paﬁorsby
' othce or not, ourrht all to be nmprovcd for cdcﬁcatxon,

pm 2es of lcripture. 'I he time, manner, and dcgrcc
1 ot the exercife of the gifts that are tfound among the
; commnn brethern, fhould be unaer the direction of
{ the paitors and the ch: + hes where they are found. See
i 1 Cor. 14. Any church theretore, for the affiftance of
}' their paftor, or paflors, and for the edification of the
i body, may, when they think proper, defire and advite
{ any of their members, whom they think qualified, to
[ pray, vifi,, exhort, catechife orteach, either occafionally
| or [taredly, as will be beft. Bur ic would be imprudent
b and irregular, for any member of a church, to fet
himfelf up as apublick leader, inftrutor or exhorter,
without the ccnfent of his brethren,
Befide the officers mentioned, it is expedicnt that
every church fheuld have one or more deacons, ordi-
parily more than ¢ne : The church at Philippt had
bithops and deacons. T he office, and the quahficau-
ons ot deacons, are clearly held outin feripture, buritis
by no means evident,what their work and bufinefs was.
The word deacon fignifies one thar nunitters or ferves,
butin what he is to ounitlery the fcripture is Olent.
Itis generally fuppofed that they are to teke care of

the (emporalitiesof the church, and ferve tables. And
it

!
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it-ig thought, that thofe feven, mentioned Acts vi. 5.
- wert deacons, and appointed to that office ; but they
are no where in fcripture called deacons: Nor docs
the word any where intimate, that their bufinefs was
that which deacons are appoint~d for. But it s pro-
bable, on the whole, that their bufinefs was to take
care of tire church’s poor, provide for the Lord’s ta-
ble, and the paltor’s fupport, at the expence of the
church. Ancient hiftory gives us this account of the
deacons of the primitive churches. T hofe that would
fee more upon this fubje&, may read Dr. Wates’s dif-
courfe, delivered at the fetting apart two deacons to
their office.

We come now to inquire, whether there be any
officers that refpect the church in general, not having
the charge of a particular flock. The apottles and
prophets, workers of miracles, and gifts of tongues,
which God formerly gave to the church, are long
fince cealed. God alfo appointed evangelifts, differ-
ing from common paftors and teachers. The evan-
pelifts travelled in various parts, gofpellizing the hea-
then world, gathering and fettling churches, ordaining
clders, baptizing converts, and affilting chrifttans thac
had not flated paftors, and even occafionally where
they had. And it appears to us, that the evangelitts
were not extraordinory, but ordinary officers; not an
order that was to ceafe with the apoflles, prophets,
and other extraordinary gifts, but were to continue
for the good of the church in all ages. The reafons
why we think evangelifts have not cealed, bur ftill con-
tinue, are thefc:

1tt, There is no intimation in fcripture, that this
was an office that was to ceafe, There is nothing in

D Acripture

P -
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fcripture from which we can gather fuch an opinion.
There is no intimation that they were extraordinary
officers, If they had extraordinary gifts, this was no
more than many ordinary minifters then had, and even
comiioa church members ; as appears by the church
of Corinth, where thofe pifts abounded.  2d, There
Is nothing tn the nature of things; nothing in their
ufinefs and employiment, that is a reafon that they
fhould ceale, as wasthe cafe with the apoftles, prophets
and workers of miracles, bur the contrary. ‘| he apo-
ftles were extraordinary witnefles of Chrift’s refurrect:-
on, and mufl have feen him after he arofe.  Am [ ne:
an apoftle, bave I'not feen Chrift Fefus the Lord? Sayn
Paul.  The prophets, and workers of miracles, were
to predi¢t future events, confirm gofpel truths, and
compleat the canon of feripture, and when that was
done, thole extraordinary gifts ceafed @ But there is
no fuch reafon tor the ceffation of the evangelitts. Lor,
3d, T'heir office and bufinefs is always nezeded in the
church of Chrit.  They are to travel from place to
place, to gofj.cllize the heathen, to preach in large
tralts of a gofpellized country, where aie no fettled
pattors ; to bapuzzr, and affit chiittians, fcattered
2broad far from any fettled paftors ; to azather and
form charches, and, occafionally, labour in churches
already formed which are deltitute of officers.  For
thele purpofes evangelilts have always been needed in
the world, and are now much needed in our land. 4th,
Stated paltors, and overfeers of particu’ar flocks, can-
rot do all the work and bufinefs that evangehits
properly may. Thofe that have taken the overfight
of a church, are in a covenant relation to them, and
are to feed their fleck, and are chiefly devoted to their
' fervice s



( 19 )

fervice; and their duty lies fo within a particular
charge that they cannot do what may be needful at a
diftance ; though they may do good as they have ¢p-
portunity to all and may occafionally ast as evan; ae-
lifts to thofe that are without their lock. The mforc,
5th, 1f there be no evangelifts, it feems as if Chrift has
lett no ofhicers to lubour 1n a great part of his harveit,

"There is often a great door, and cffcctually opéned, for
mimfterial labobxrs, and the converfion of touls, where
there are nofettled paftors.  The Lord has carried on
fuch a work many 3 time ; and evangeliftsare proper
perfons to labour in fuch places. And we cannot up-
pofe Chrift would lcave his caufe to fuffer in fuch cales
for want of proper labourers.

‘The evangelifts have nothing higher, intheir ofhces
than common paftors and teachers; the difference
15, that the former are not limited to a particular
flock, as the latter are.  Evangelifts of old, being ap-
pointed to ordain elders or paftors, 15 no evidence that
they were extraordinary officers. It doth not appear
that Timothy or Titus, though evangelifts, ordained .‘
minifters without the affiftance of other elders, though "
they might lead, and have the principal management
of the affair. It is not certain that a fingle apoitle ok-
deined without o her elders. Paul mentions his laying
handson Timothy; but we learn from another paffage
that the hands of the prefbytery were alfo laid upor:
him. Paul left Titus in Crete to ordain elders in evern
city 5 butitis not likely that Paul left that ifland with
out fome elders ordained infome of the cities, as ter ¢
were aa hundred inthat iflana 5 the cities bemg conn®
guous, the elders that Paul left ordained,mighe pi
with Titus in the ordination of otheis. We hiave on e

th e
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to obferve here, that as there is nothing more in the of-
fice of an evangeiift than in that of a paftor or teacher
of a particular flock ; any common teaching elderin a
church may, with the confent of his church, and
eipecially it to this is added the advice of neighbour-
ing churches, be difmiflfed from his particular charge,
and become an evangehit, when the intereft of relioi-
or, in diftant parts, requires it.  An evangelilt aifo
may become a ttated paftor oreacherof a particular
flock, if called thereto, and the general intereft of re-
ligion requiresit.  When a paftor 1s difiniffed from
his particular charge, not for fcandal or deficiency,
but in good ftanding, he 1s to be confidered as an
cvangelift, with liberty, and a right to labour in the
vineyard of Chrift, wherever he is properly called.
No evaroelift has a right to encroach upon, or inter-
meddle in a flock or any ftated paftor. And every
ftated pattor when providentially at a diftance from

s his flock, may and aught to be confidered, and to att

. occafionally, as an evangehit, as he has opportunity,

i < 6 2kl

. fo that he does not intrude or interte. 2 in the bufinefs

- of any ftated pattor.  We think this view of church

"|officers, which appears to be {criptural, wiil ealily
.anfwer fHme queltions that have by many been fup-

poled to be difficuls, viz. What power a paftor has
out of his own flock? And whether he is to be confi-
(dered as a mimfier of the gofpel when difmified from
ikhe paftoral charge of a parucular fock. &c.
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FOURTH SECTION.
Or CHurcH GoveErNMENT AND DisciprLiINE.

YO bedy of men in this ftate of imperteéiion can
N well fubfift without covernment; and the wife
and mercifu! redecmer has appointed one in hischurch
rhat 1s eafy to be underftood and obferved, and won-
derfully adapted to anfwer the end for which it 1s
appointed. T he government and difcipline that Chriit
has infticuted, belongs to, and terainates in a paro-
cular church or chrifban affembly, ordinarily meeting
in one place,  Government in iuch a church, 1s to
be conlidered either before, or atter 1t 1s turnithed
with proper officers.  Before it has 1ts ofhcers it s
fome power as a body ; but whea properly arganized,
its power is compleat.  Betore it has officers, the
church has power, 1ft, To choofe all s ofitcers. 2d,
Toadmit members. 3d; To difcipline 1ts diforderly
members, and even cat them out it neceflury. It
does not appear that there were the ufual officers
the church ot Corinth, when the apoftle appliesto the
body of the church or brotherhood, to calt out the
fornicater.  And he ftems to blame them that they
had not done it before. But we are to conlider the
power of a church with all its officers. It is evident
that Chrift has appninted thofe in a church thar are
called rulers.  The elders that rule well.  Remonber
them that have the rule over you  Again, Obey them
that bave the rul: over you and [ubmil yourfelves. Thele
words for rule, in the original, fignify thote that guide,
go betore, ftand foremoft, and conduét the body.
‘The elders, bithops, or pattors, are thofe that thus

lead or rule. [he power that ofhicers have, 1s that
which
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which Chrift has appointed and dire¢ted. And when
a flock choofe a paftor, they choote him to all this
power; and at lus ele&tion or ordination they pro-
mife {ubmifion to him in the Lord. And he pro-
mifes to exercife his power according to the rules and
directions of Chrift.  The church being thus orga-
nized, the officers are to hold out the word of truth,
open and explain the rules of Chrift, receive com-
plaints, and, when neceffary, prepare and bring mat-
ters forward for a publick hearing and determination
by the church, or body of the brethren. Our Saviour,
in Matt. xviii, has given us diretions how to proceed
1n matters of offence.

The cenfures of the church are admonidon and
excommunication,  Admonition may be private or
publick.  The elders, as overfeers, are to take notice
of, and when needful inquire into matters of fcandal,
and heal and make vp as many breaches, privately, as
they can, or as the nature of the cafe wili admit; and
when that cannot be, they muft be brought before the
cnurch or brethern.  The body of th: church, with
their officers as moderators, are to wdge and deter-
mine when perfons are cenfurable, and what degree of
cenfure is to be inflicted ; and then the officers, cor
one of them, 1s to be the mouth of the church, to de-
clare and pronounce what has been determined : And
what a church thus binds, and looles on earth, ac-
cording to Chntl’s will, fhall be bound and looﬁu in
Heaven.  From the rules of God’s word, and the
nraétice of the primitive churches, 1t is cndent that
nothing of common concern was tranfa&cu without the
conlent of the brethren. « Paul dire&ts the church, af-
fembled together, 1o excommunicate the fornicator,

1 Cor.

e
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1 Cor. v. The brethern were called together to
choofe the overfeers of their alms. Aéts vi. They
convened and joined with the apoftles and elders in
forming and determining thofe tamous decrees lent
from Jerufalem to the Gentile churches. Acis
xv. The determination of the brethern with their of-
ficers, is to be decifive in ecclefaftical attairs.  If an
oftender refufes to hear the church, he 1s to beas an
heathen mun, and a publican.  No mention 1s made,
nor is any room left in the divine precepr, for any ap-
peal to any higher power on this {ide Heaven,  This
command of Chrift, Matt. xvii. 15, If ke bear 12t
the church, let Lim e as an beathen and a pudlican, 1s
bmdmym ai! his ditciples, and which no man,or body
of men, prethytery, {ynod or council, have a right to
reverle, 11 m‘ium(‘ according to ( Lnii S dxrcétmn,
there is no appeal from a parucular church to an high-
er power. We allow that if the offender feems to be
amrrxcved with the fentence, or determination of the
Boe ch, and pleads confcience in the cafe, he hasa
iizht to defire, and afk to be heard by fome other per-
fons, whether prefbyrerv, council, or any arbitrators,
that may be mentioned.  But the church has a right
to determune whether he thall be heard or not; and
it he 1s allowed an hcarmg by others, whether they
‘hall only give their opinion, or, whether they fhall
getermine the cale. This ought to lie with the church;
but no doubt where the offender feems to be in any
dearee confciencious, any church would be willing
to hear and have the opinion of indifferent men that
were Judicious and pious®. No

* If it be alked what a man fhall do who, after all, can-

not, in confcience, fubmit to the determination of the church?
Tt
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No one church, or number of churches, have any
power over any other particular church or churches 3
yet if any one church maintains damnable or pernici-
ous duétrines ot is feandalous in practice, any other
church may wars and admonifh them by the fame
rule that we are not to fuffer {in upon our brother
without rebukiny him; and if the offending church
regards not, any chuvch or churches, aggrieved with
their conduét, may wit,d-aw communion from them,
and leave them to the ¢ great Judge,

We mult, in this fecion, obii:’rve‘, that as every
particular church has a vight to choofe their own
officers, {o they have a right to difmits them, it the
cale requires it. If the paftur or poitors, become
fcandalous, the church havc a el hnu power to call
them to an account, cenfure, and even excommuni-
cate if neceffary.  Yerin all cales where there is dif-
ference between the body of achurch and (heir palt-
or. ' will undoubtedly be prudent to call a ~he ~ift-
ance and adice of e chbouring elders, o0 carens;
¢fpeaaily 11 the churcn has not a prefbytery of ius
own.

Unaer this head of church government, it may be
thought preper te inquire, who has the power or night
of O!dmanonP T s watter 1s ot clear from feripture
and 1t s left uncertain, tor wife reatons no doubt, and
among others, that we may cxercife charity to one
another who may be of different ientiments. Moft,

if
It is anfwered, do as h: wouid, a™eor he had carried the cafe from
the Jowelt judicature to tac highelt, on any fcheme «f church go-
vernment, and, afier all, could not acquicfe in their fentence, viz.
Submit his cafe (0 Gud, and continue by himfelf, without {pecial

church privileges 5 unlefs ke ceuld find fome chusch that would
receive him,
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if not all, the fcripture inftances of ordinatioh, were
by apoltles, or by perfons under extraordinary divine
direCtion, and influecnce.  Yet we muft fuppofe, there
is now, and always has been, a proper method for fet-
ting apart men to be watchmen on the walls of God’s
Jerufalem. But if we conftder the nature of ordina-
ton, and the right each church has to choofe 1t’s own
otiicers, 1t will appear that it is not efiential by whom
they are mntroduced, atter they are clected, and have
accepted the call of the church. Much has been faid,
and written on this fubje&, and much could we “zre
fay, but we fhall not enlarge. ‘T'hofe that have a
i nd o {ee this fubjeét handled with candour, mode-
ravon, and good fenfe, may read Dr. Warts upon it,
We ouly obierve, that upon the whole, it appears
to us vroper, that erdna-ion fhould be performed by
erdaincd ciders, with prayer and tmipofition of bands®.

® We think it {ufiicient to denominate us Prefbyterians, that
we hold thele two thing<s pit, T'hat there 1s no difterence between
the uilice ofa vith.p and a te.ching eider, or pattor «f a particu=
Vi flock. And, zd, That ardination fhould be performed by a
prefhviery of ordaioed elders or pattors. "T'he fi-ft of thefe diftin-
guiihes us f:om the Epifcopahans, whoiuppole bifliops are an ¢rder
of oriicers in the church fuperior to teacinny elders or prethycers,
The fecond diitinguiflics us from the ludependents, who fuppofe it
belongs tu e biethren of the charch to ordain their paltors.

We can very harmonioufly agrec with thofe that are congregati-
onatitis in puint of church goverament, if they agree wich us in
the dulisines of grace and qualifications fur facraments.
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FIFTH SECTION.

Or AssociATep PRESBYTERIES, SyNoDS, AND
Councics.

| \/\IT E. nced fay but little about that of which the

word of God faith little or nothing. A pref-
bytery, confitting of the elders or reprefentatives of a
number of churches, being a judicature, and having
a conftituttonal power to receive and determine ap-
peals, and deaide ecclefiaftical cafes, is an imaginary
body, for which we can fin' no warrant, or foundation,
in lcriprure. Preffviery, which is a Greek word, pro-
perly fignities the efderfiip, vr a number of elders att-
ing in convert, It is uted thrice only in the New Tel-
tament, viz, Louke xxii. 66, A&s xxn. 5. 1 Tim.

5
Iv. 14, The two firft paflages are, by our tranflators,

rendered ia Englith,  In Luke xxii. 66. they tranf-

lare the Greek word preflatericn, the elders of the peo-

- ple. In Aéts xxii, 5. they tranflate 1t, all the eftate of the

ehders.  In i lzm. iv. 14, they rctain the Greek word

~predbytery. The former paffages reter to a Jewifh

council, the laiter to a body ot chrithian elders; who
Jard therw haods upon Timothy,  And as we have
confidered the othice and bafind!s of an elder 1o chnif-
tian churches, we muit narurally and nu'rf‘l‘zrdy fup-
pufe that a prefbytery 1s a company of thote clders

“and if there were a number of fuch elders 1in cach ()t'
“the primitive churches, when properly organized, then

in each of thole churcnes there was a prefhyrery. T his
was undoubtedly the cafe.  And we are told, by the
beft human authority, that the word preflyrery is ufed

in no other fenfe in all the writings of the Fathers in

the three firlt centurics; but is abundanily uled to
exprels
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exprefs the eiderthip of a particular church, King's
Inquiry, page 62 and 78.  Alhough the tfenprural
and ancient meaning ot the word pre/f=tory b t!mt of
the clderfhip of a particular church, yet we doubtnot
but a number of eiders or pattors, troum teveral neirh-
bouring churches, aflociated and met together, oy
without impropriety, be called a p‘mmn as they
are a number of pretbyrers, or elders, afivoiated wnd
acting together.  Such a number of ¢lders may atlo-
ciate, and azgree to meet from tme to ume, to e up,
ahit, and quicken one another; confult and asree
upon mealures to promots teligion s may help, and,
occafionally, aftord fome fu - lics to vacant congreoi-
tions ; may hear and advife i cafes that may be Lot
or rcferred  to them, at the defire of parucalr
churches s may ordain a pattor for a parveular chrch
when defired; and alfo an evangelhft, when the inte-
reft of religion requires it But fuch an aff o ared
prefbytery, as a body, has no power over the churdhies
any other way than their advice, or determination or
partcular cafes may  be requetted by particular’
churches.

Adynod, or ecclefaftical council, confitting of re-
prtfcntam ¢s trom various churches, and acting autho-
riratively in determining matters ot diiupimc tor the
¢harches which they are fuppoied to reprefent, has no
foundation i feriprure; nor can we fee how thor
power can confitl, with the right which has bren prove
¢d, to beiono toevery particular church by our “aviour’s
direction, Mat. xvii, 17, Some, indeed, funpofe i a
divine partern is tound in the Liffory ot the apolile
A s xv, for an affembly erthis kind. Toe rue, welove
there an account of aguettion fent from the (it Gan-

L



( 28 )

tile church at Antioch to the zpoftles and elders
of the church at Jerufalem. and of the apoftles and
elders determn ring that queition with the concurrence
of the whole cliurch, under the influciice of the Iloly
Ghefl, as they declare,  But how this affembly fhould
bz confidered as afynod, is altogether unaccountable,
Here is only an account of the mecting of one church
and 1’s prefhytery.  And the authority which ren-
cered their decree binding or the Gentle churches,
was the authority of the Holy Gholt, under whole
fpecial influence they acted. Or. Moftheim, a moft
approved hittorian, and no enemy to fynods, fays,
¢ The churches, n thofe carly umes, were entirely
““ independent ; none of them fubjelt to any tureign
“ jurifdiction, but cach one governed by i’s own
rulers and 1U’s own laws.  Nor dces there even 2

*“ pear in this firft century, the fmallelt trace of ~hat
“ affociation of provincial churches, from  which
councils derive thar origin, It was onlv in the
Second century, tha: the cuftom of holding coua-
cils commenced in Greece, from whence it foon
** {pread through thc other provinces.”  And on the
paffage of {cripture before us, he juftly obferves,
“ The meeting of the church at Jerufalem, menton-
“ ed inthe xvih chapter of the \¢ts, 1s commonly con-
““ fidered os the firft chrithan council. But this notion
““ arifes from a manitelt abufe of the word council.
““ "I hat mceetng was only of one churchy and if
*“ fuch a meeting be called a counci/, 1t will rollow
¢ that there were innumerable councils in the primi-
“ tive tmes.  But every one knows that a ceincil is
““ an afiembiy of deputies or commifioners, fent from
¢ feveral chu:ches, affociated by certain bands, in 3

general

”»
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¢ general body, and therefore the fuppofition above.
“ mentioned falls to the ground*.

A number of affociated prefbyteries may, occafion-
ally or ftatedly, mcet to confult and advif: together
about the mott propcr meafures to promote the kmg
dom of Chrift; and, by their joint contultations and
endeavours, may encourage, ftrengthen, and edify
one another. And fuch a fociety may properly be
called a fyncd, as the word fignifies a number met
together.  But they have no warrant or right to in-
termeddle, in any authoritative way, with the affair:
of particular churches. It may, however, be agreca-
ble to the general directions of impturc for churches
to alk, and for fuch a convenrion of men to give then
advice in fome cafes refpe¢ting the practice of chnitr
ans and the difcipline of the gotpel; and verhaps, ir
fome cafes that are doubtful, or cannot be otherway:
eafily decided, it may be right for a particular churct
to reter a matter to fuch a body, or to any other man
or body of men, who may judge the affair by way o

arbitration.  In this manner, it appears to us, the calc

was managed that is mentioned in A&s xv, and 1s wha
the hicht of mature, and realon, would lead any man
or body of men, to de, where the matter could not
without great difficulty, be decided any other way,
But we obferve that the affittance which churches ma.
need from one another, in mofl difficule cafes, 15 com
monly bett afforded hy the patlors of other churche
beiny called to wét with the church that needs advice
fuch neighbouring clders or paflors, holding forth the
Light of the word, that the church may thercb/ be lea 1

0 it unm::lhzmi'noly, according to the divine rule$
and ¢
* Mbothern's Ch. Hidory, Vol. I. P, 86, of

‘
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Hiand (o determine their own matters. Thus it appears
A4:0 us, the apoftles and evangelifts alted occafionally
Iin the ckurches vhich they wvifited: Not as baving

8 (dominion over their faith, but as belpers of their foy.

‘Al

2 Cor. i. 244
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SIXTH SECTION.

- J3omE Cases aND QUERIES RESPECTING ECCLESIAS-
g 11¢AL AFFAIRS.

IRST QUESTION. Isthere fuch achurch
cenfure as [ulpenfion, fhort of excommunication ?
Answer.  Neither fu/penficn nor excammunication
t3.re fcripture terms, therefore none need contend for
‘fither word.  The fcripture fpeaks of putting away
W be wicked perfin delivering to [atan s avording theo
Wbar canfe divifions <cithdrawing from cvery brother
ibat walks dijorderly : And direéts that thole who re-
e 40 bear or rcgard the feveral admonitions of the
hurch, fhould be treated as heathens and pubiicans.
v the laft mentioned paflage, 1t feems, our Saviour
§ aves no medium between a perfon’s refufing to hear
L1e admonitions of the church, and being treated as
1 heathen and a publican.  If, theretore, a perlon
2ars the church he is to be reftored ; if not, he is
pe oft. It by fufpenfion is miecant depriving a per-
|n of fome ecclefiaftical privilege for 2 hmited ame,
a fort of punithment, after which lie may be in
od tanding without any thing turther done, there

15
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is no warrant for it in fcripture, and it is contrary to
reafon. If by fufpenfion 1s underftood a perfon’s be-
ing denied church privileges on a complaint exhibited
againft him, before the church hears and determines
the cafe, this 19 alfo unferiptural and unreafonable,
For the accufation may be falfe, or not well zround-
ed, and a malicious accufer might, in that cale, dcpmc
confciencious people of church privileges. It a per-
fon accufed be conicious of iniquity, lie will ordinarily
abitain from brotherly communmon, untl he can be
properly reftored.  But if a perfon acculed pleads
not auilty, and claims church privileges, he muit not
be debarred until he 1s heard, and his caie decided,
which ought to be without delay®.

Itis evxdcnt, abundantly, from fcripture thae per-
fons who walk diforderly, and comiply not with the
communds of our Saviour, ought to be fome how cut
off, and leparated trom the tellowthip ot the church,
whether it be called fufpenfion or excommunication
but by what words, or in wihat method, this 1s to be
done, is not fo clear.

SeconD

- ® [t has been a common miftake, among fome communicants,
to think that if a man is offended with achrittian brother, one of the
two mult abitain from the Lord’s table vutil the matter is made
"up or determined. It is certain that every chriitian brother, and
every church, ﬂ\ould accommodate fuch differences or difliculties
as foon as poffible. But in fome cafes there will, unavoidably, be
delays, or time (pem before the matter can be accorinodated ;
and there is no reafon, in general, that a chuteti thould negleét to
partake of the Lord’s fupper during that time. Nor need, nor
ought, either of the perfons between whom the difficulty is, abilain
from the Lord’s {upper, if he has done all that he properly can to
bring the matter forward for an accommodation, That of our
Saviour, Mat. v, 23, 24, fuppoles the perfon had not before done
all he could to be reconciled. |
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Stcosp Queerion.  May chuich members be al-
 dowed 1o broak off from church communion, or ceafe
coming 2o the Lord’s table, without being called to an

@ccount ¢

Answer, No. This has been too often tollerated,
i butitis not agreeable v the rules of God’s word. The

' reafons arecndmt i &, Becaufe by proper pains taken
- with the delinquent, and the dncxp‘mc of the church

uied, even to excommunication, if neceflary, the often-
, der might be awakened, convinced, and r.datmcd,
' and thus a broiher be guined. ;'-:i The difapline
" that onght o Le ufed, in "the cafe propofed, might be

very ferviceable to others; they may hear and fear,
and be lead to avoid fach chkmnds, more than if
the offender 1s negletted.  3d, By dealing with fuch
pcrtuns even to exc ounmun.( ation, the “church will
vindicate itelf 5 whereas, by negleéting, 1t may be
charged with tollrratmg unwor'hy and even fcandal-
ous, perfons, fince it has not properly puroed itlelf
from that Jeaven.  Perfons that voluntanily break oft
from church communion, are commonly fuch as are
gradually approachin - to fcandalous praltices.  But
there may be a cafe of a different nature. The pers
fon defirous to withdraw from the communion of a
church, may be a confciencious brother, effended with
the conduét of the church. If the churchis to blame,
in that cafe, and will not be reformed by the remon-
ftrances, and other proper means, which the efrended
brother can ufe, nor yet fuffer him to withdraw from
them, his duty is to leave them, and appeal to the
judgment of the chriftian world, for the righteoufnefs
of his caufe and condult; and join in communion
elfewhere, if he can find a church that will receive
him, THIRD
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Tuiro Question: Hew 15 a church to condul?
foward excommunicated perfons 2

Answer. It is very evident from fcripture, that
the church fhould treat them otherways than they do
thofe that never belonged to their body. See 1 Cor.
v. 10, 11. The language of f{cripture is, that we muf
withdraw from tbem ; bave no company with them ;
not eat with them, i. e. at common meals; and this
that they may be afbamed. Our Saviour fays, let bim
be to tkee as an beathén man and a publican. Now we
know that the Jews would not eat or converfe freely with
heathens and publicans.  As one defign of excommu-
mcation is fome hope of alarming, awakening, and
reclatming the offender, we fhould do ali rhat is fuira-
ble to that purpofe ; and no doubt but chriftians avoid-
ing common converle and dealing with them, as being
moft odious {iuners, would deeply affe® them, if there
were any genuine principles, or any latent {parks of
goodnels to work upon; yea, it may be a means of
awakening and converting them, if gracelels befores
The inceftuous Corinthian, who was excemmuricated,
was affefled with his condition, reclaiined, and in time
retored. [t feems, theretore, proper that church
members thould avoid buying, felling, eading, conver-
fing, and travelling with an excommunicated perfon, as
much as poflible§.  There may be cales in which it

F would

§ Itis fuppofed by fome, that our havin~ no company, and not
cating with an excommunicated perfon, fhonld be only for a fpace
of ume, viz, While there is any profpect that fuch condu® will
do him goed ; as this is the defign of avniding him, viz. That he
may be afhamed. And it is fuppofed that when there ceafes to be

“any profpe& of Lenefiting nim by fuch treatment, efpecially if he
is obllinate in fin, and defpifes the church and their treaiment of
him,

!
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‘would not be pralticable or proper to catry this matter

to the extent.  Ifan excommunicated nerfon (hould be
fallen by the way, wounded; or “ith tis hmbs broken,

- achurch member fhould freely aift i:3; and 1' a

‘church member fhould be in this conditivn, hs migh:
receive helpfrom an excominunicated perfon.  So ifan
hufband fhould be excoi.municated, and his wite be=
loryg to the church, the man might, by the laws of the
ftate, and the authority of an hufband, require h's wife
to live with him, and it be her duty to fubmit ; it was

‘not defigned that pofitive inftitutions fhould difanul the

laws of nature,

In 2 Thel. iii. 14, 15. The apoftle fpeaks of a
pericn whom the church was to avold, and have no
company with, that be might be albamed : Yet fays he,
count bim not as an enemy, but admomifb bim asa bre-
ther. Some think it is difhcult to reconcile this pa‘fage
without zvoiding, and treating excommunicated perfons
as has been mentioned.  There are three folutions of the
difficulty in this paflage of fcripture. #ft, Some fuppofe
our counting him not as an enemy, and admonithing
him as a brother, isprevious to his excominunication,
and having no company with him: That it i1s while
the chorch is taking pains with him, according to the
rules of the gofpel; and while they are thus dealing
with him, they fhould fhew all brotherly kindnefs ; but
that thisis not to be done, after they have taken the pre~
vious gofpel fteps, and he 1s obftinate, fo that they are
obliged to reject hirn, and have no company with him.

2d, Some

him, they may then ceafe to caft pearls before {wine ; ceafe to ad-
monifh him ; and, after that, treat him as they do other fcandalous
finners that never belonged to their body.

" This is an opinion that deferves confideration.
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¢d, Some fuppofe the apoftle is fpeaking of a particu-
far cafe, andnot of offeacesin general. That he ipeaks
of one that did not regard the apoftolic miffion of Paul.
If any man obey mot our word by this epikle, note that
man, &c, There werefome in the apoftles time that
profeffed themfelves chriftians, that yet difputed the
authority of Paul: This appears from Acts xv. and fe-
veral paffages in the epiftles. There might be fome
sewith Chriltians at Theflalonica, chat denied Paul’s
apoftolic miffion, and might oppofe fome things that
he diretted, and fo make divifion and difficulty in the
church. Now, infuch cafe, it might be proper for the
church to avoid them as the apoftle direéts, and yet as
they might notbe immoral or f{candalous in other re-
{pects, they fhould ufe means to bring them to a proper
fubmiffion, to apoftolic injunétions, and therctore, thould
admonith them in a brotherly manner, and try to win
them.

3d, It may be {uppofed, the apoftle fays no more
here thanis to be in the cafe of all excommunicated
perfons. As excommunication is (among other things)
defigned for the good of the offender, he may be admo-
nithed in a friendly manner, by the church, to fec if he
will not confider and repent. When the apoftie fays
admonifb bim as a brotber, it may not mean that we look
on the man as a brother, but that the admonition be in
a friendly brotherly manner, This right be done at

times, while the church refufed toeat with him, and to
deal with him in common concerns  Nor is this incon= |

fitent withour Saviour’s faying, let bim be as an beathen
or apublican, tor they migh', in a friendly mann r, ad-
monifth an heathen and a publican. While there 1s any
hope of reclaiming an excommunicated perfon, it may

be

T T T e gt
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be proper for the church once in a while to admonith
him, and try to bring him to repentance.

Fourtu Question. What qualifications fbould the
cburch require in fuch perfons as bave beem baptifed in
snfancy, lived free from feandal, freely fubmitted to the
snfiruclions and difcipline of the cburch, who beirg adult,
cffer to come tothe Lord’s table ¢ ~

Answer. Two things. 1.3, An underftanding pro-
{effion of religion. 2d, A promife to fubmit to the watch
and difcipline of the church, and to walk with it, in the
obfervance of all gofpel ordinances. The elders muft
take care that the perfon has fufficient knowlcdge, ap-
pears to rcalife what it is to make a profeflion of religion,
1s obfervant of the duties of his place and ftation, and
of goad report. Much will depend upon the care and
faithtulnefs of church officers, in keeping the church
pure. Butwhen a perfon has been baptifed, brought up
and lived as before mentioned, and defires to come to the
L.ord’<tatle, the church ought, with thank{ulnefs to God,
to rceeive him.

Iti< proba’ ' that fome may think that fuch candi-
dates for church comn.union fhould give fome account
of a work of grace on their fouls, On which we ob-
ferve, that it will e very proper for the ciders. or bre-
thren, on fu h an occafion, to converfe with the candi-
date on this fubject.  Chriltian experience s a thing ve-
ry defirable, and the greateft part of thofe who are pro-

. perly qualified for church communion, aie both able
- and willing to communicate what they have expericnced,

of a work of gra--e on their hearts, to all who have a
rigit to hear it.  But the time and manner of a work of
converfionis very various ; and the {fcripture faith not
one word of fuch an account Leing required or given,
as




( 37 )

as a term of church communion. And we ought not
to be wife above what is written, to make that a term
of communion which the fcripture doth not.  True
Jove to God is the qualification in God’s fight; and
a credible profeflion of religion, or of faith in Chrift,
and obedience to his commands, is the principal qua-
lification in the {ight of man: And not an accourt of
the time, way, and manner in which perfons come to
have love to God, and faith in Chrift; however de-
firable 1t may be in itlelf.

Fieru Question.  How ought the church to treat
thofe who, teing baptifed in infancy, nmeglel? 1o come
to the Lord’s table when adult ?

Answer. Thefe children are by God laid under
the bonds of the covenant; or obligated to be truly
for God. He feals and marks them, and, ina peculiar

ranner, requires them to be for him. He requires
them: by name to lave him, to forfake other Gods,
to renew or ratity their covenant, to feal it for them-
felves, to recognize his goodnefs, and come to his ta-
ble. All this as a oreat tavour, as well as duty. Thefs
childien God commits to their profciling parents,
and to the church, to inftruét them, to encourage
them, to warn and regulate them. They are under
difcipline, and are to be called to account why they
do rot ferve and obey God, and renew covenant as he
requires. The church muft call them to this account.
T he queftion or requirement 1s not whether they can
give an account of converfion, but whether they love
God and Jelus Chrilt, who 1s moft amiable and wor-
thy to be loved, and who has done fo much for them.
It they have not true love 1o God, and obey him,
they fhali be damned at lalt. If any man love not the

Lord
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§ Lord Jefus Chrift, let him be accurfed. Thefe per-
1 {ons being cut off from the church now, is but atoken
of their being cut off at laft, and fhut out of Heaven.
I God has as good a right to order them to be cut off
g from his church now, as he will have to fend them to
® Hell for wantoflove and obedience. It may do them
§ much good, to have the folemn fign of cutting off pafs
upon them in this world. Excommunication has done
perfons great good. It has a tendency to awaken. We
know not how many chiidren have continued unawa-
kened and fccure, and even perithed for want of this
picce of church difcipline.  The baptifed youth, that
are well inftructed, have tender conlciences, and walk
circumfpeétly, fhould renew their baptifmal covenant,
make a proper profeflion, and come to the Lord’s ta-
ble. And thofc thar are evidently, both to rhemfelves
and to others, lovers of pleafure more than lovers of
God, and mind earthly things, areto be cutoff; and
they themfelves fhould have no objeétion, it being a
divine inftitution, and more likely to do them good
than to be left as they were.  They had much better
be cut oft than to come unprepared, and deal deceit-
fully in the covenant of their God. Perfons muft be
on or off ; God allows ¢f no neutrality in this mat-
ter. Wby balt ye between two opinions, if the Lovd be
Ged ferve bim. He that is not for me, is againft me,
The man that would not keep the paflover was to
be cut off. There are fome people who plead that
thefe youth, in a ftate of carelefs omiffion, if not po-
fitively {candalous, fhould be borne with, and not
cut off : But let it be confidered, that the want of
love toGod isa breachof thefirftand greateft conimand-
ment, and therefore, as fin is the tranfgrefflion of the
law,
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law, muft be the greatet fin. Itisin God’s account
real enmity, and, ina fenfe, comprehends all moral
evil ; and where it can be known and appear, is as
fcandalous and cenfurable as any fin whatever. Asa
token or evidence of love, God rcqmrcs us 1o keep
his commandments; and one ot the plaineft com-
mands is to eat and drink in remembrance ot Chnit.
If ye love me, fays the Saviour, keep my commandme-is.
It we fay we love him, and keep not his comunands,
we deceive ourfelves. No perfons ought to be tolle-
rated in a ftate of carelefs neutrality. There is atter all,
one cafe that deferves confideration here; and that s,
of a perfon of good behaviour, and attentive to refgi-
ous matters, who is afraid he is not prepared to come,
and thatic mv be worfe for him than w ab%ain, yet
appears delirous to wait upon God, in every thing thar
appears to be his duty.  Such a perfon 1s to be view-
ed as we would one that has been in communion fome
years, but at lenyreh, throuvgh darl cnefs and tears about
his fpiritual (tate, abftains left he Mould cone unwor-
thily ; at the fame time has great concern, and anxiety
about the matter. Now {fuch perions fhould be en-
lizhtened. “f hey mott probably labour under fome
niitakes. If they had right views ot things, they
would probably think it as proper to renew coveanant
at the Loord’s table, as to folemnly covenant and give
themielves to God in fecret praver, which they can
freely do. After all, if they cannot fee their way
clear to come, {uch conicientiovs perfons are to be
waited upon, pitied, and means ufed with them. The
church (hould in(ittupon their attending all means thac
would tend to clear their cale, efpecially the feafons
of inftructing communicants, The church {hould
alto
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alfo take care that fuch perfons be often examined,
talked with in private, and admonithed. We are per-
fuaded 1f churches would exert themielves, 1n this
matter, and bring all perfons to apoinr, one way or the
other, there would not be fo much doube and uvncer-
tainty in many cales as now we fear there will be,
We often imagine difficuiues that wili never be.

Sixta QuesTion. Is it proper [or a number of
profefjers of velipion to affociare to thesijelves ainy number
of unbaptijed or fcandalous perfens, to vote with them in
cboghing church officers, andin d: pefing of the tempera-
lities of the church ¢ sdnd have uny wnbaptijed or [can-
dalous perfons a right to vote in and with a church for
thefe purpsfes ?

Axswir. No perfon that dees not belong to a
body, nor is any‘way a member of it, has a right to
vote in and with thac body concerning it's important
affairs.  Unbaptiled and fcandalous perfens do not
belong to any chiurch of Chrift. They are not of that
body. Chrift’s officers are given to his church; and
1if the world is benefited by them, itis by calling men
to the privileges of the church.  Chritt’s government
of the world s for his body’s fake, which 1s his church.

fe is made Lead over all things for the chureh.  Eph,
1. 19, Iurther, confider that vattor and Bock are
relative termes, or {uppole the proper relation of une
party to the other. The fhepherd 15 not in a paftoral
rclation to any but thole thatare his flock ; and none
but fuch ftand in relation to hir as a paftor. Such a
church officer has the care of a particular flock of
Chrift, his fheep, and lambs, not the goats. lvisa
great privileze for evay church to choofe it’s own
officers, This is jultly and warmly contended for
by
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by proteftants. Seéme chriftian churches have been
greatly opprefled and injured by having officers im-
pofed upon them which they did not choofe, and
could not approve, Where any can avoid fuch im-
pofition, they ought not to fubmit to it. Now if
unbaptifed and fcandalous perfons may be allowed to
vote for church officers, they may in time be a majo-
rity, and may, againft the privilege of profeffed
chriftians, and their fpiritoal interefl, bring in carnal
minitters. The apoftle guards chriltians againft
giving up their privileges, and the liberties whecewith
Chrit has made them free ; and particularly enjoing
them not to be yoked together with unbelievers, thofe
that are apparently fuch. Chriftians, therefore, fhould
be cautious how they affociate fuch with themfeives, in
cafes where the unbelievers may have an opportunity
te hurt them, as furely they may in choofing officers
and difpofing of the properties of the charch, A
jmall budy of profeflors had better choofe and fup-
port their own officers as well as they can, than, for
the {ake of more fupport, to take in carnal perfons to
bave the privilege of voting. And church officers
had better rake up with a Jefs fupport than be ine
volved with thofe that will caufe trouble i ecchefiattr-
cal affairs, A church will often have help and affift-
ance from thofe that do not belong to it, without al-
lowing them the privilege of voting. Perfons of can~
der and publick {pirit will hedp a church for the fake
er hearing the word prea“«d, and being allawed
4 feat in the place of publick worfhip, leaving the
church to manage it’s own affairs. Many that are
without the church, or not properly members, will
give hberally to help fuppost the miniilry and place
of publick worfhip. SEVENTH
G
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Seventu Question. Has a congregation or fociety
of unbaptifed or [candalous perfons a right to choofe and
call a man 1o take the paftoral care of then, as a gofpel
minifter 2 And could a gofpel winifter, with a good con-
Jcience, or agreeabie to the word of God, take tke pafioraf
care of fuch apeople ?

Answer. Thofe that are not of the church, have
a natural and civil right to invite 2 man to inftruck
them in any thing that they think proper, whether it
be to read letures in philofophy,or to preach morality
and divinity, as they fhall choofe. 1'hey have a night to
atk an evangelitt, that 1s gofpellizing the world, to
preach to them as he has opportunity.  They may
fiy as the man of Macedonia, Acts xvi. g, Come cver

ad belp us.  And fuch an evangelift ray preach to
them as l(mor as he can do more good there than elfe-
where.  But it thould be in order to fir them for, and
bring them into a church ftate. No evangelift couid,
with a good conicience, agree 1o take the paftoral
charge ot rhem while they continue in the condition
mentioned 1n the queftion, becaufe they are not a
flock of Chrift; and fuch a teacher, fo conne&ed and
covenanted, would not oe a paftor 2ccording to the
word of God.

We have only to obferve here, that in places where
the church is fmall, and there are many thac are will-
ing to affemble with them, hear the word, and help
fupport; the church, in chooling a paftor, fhould
have regard to them that are without, and choofe a
man that will be agreeable to thofe that will meer,
and hear the word with them, fo far as will be confift-
ent with the intereft of real vital religion, A bifhop
thould bave a good report of them that are without,

There
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There may be two minifters of equal piety, one of
whom may be more adaptzd to gain thote that are
without than the other; and this fhouid be Fegaiud.a
by the church in the choice of a minilter,

LTl L B R B L bt TR T e tot ety

A seriovs ADDRESS T10o0ur sgviraL CoNn-
GREGATIONS.

T L have given you in the precedine pages
fome of our fentiments concerming the order
and government of chriftian churches; which we
defire you ferioufly to confidery and examine accord-
ing to the word ot God, which we profefs to make
our ~ule and diretory in thefe matters.  If what we
have fiia be agrecable to the rules and precepts of the
gofnel, it mult be acknowledged to be of great -
portance. ‘The words of Chiift are all weightv and
binding upon his people ; and all who do not obferve
them, and ftudy conformity to them, in the cxercifes
of their hearts, and their external condu®, arc very

inconfittent, and unworthy the name and character

of difciples and friends to Liim who fays, Then are ye
”my dzfcip/fx indeed, if ye do whatfvever I command yeu :
And w *y call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things
thas 1 jay. The great head ot the church has infli-
toted vilible churches of the fain: s, to hald forth the
word of life, and exemplify the «etgion of the gofpei
:~ the external and publick comdnet of his people.
T anfwer which purpofes, it i3 of great importance

that the 1oles of difciplige, prefonved in his word,
{hould

S e et e et 2 g
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fhould be diligently obferved and exercifed. The
negled of thefe is doubtlefs a great reafon of that fpiri-
tual deadnefs, coldnefs, indifferency, and conformiry
to the world, that prevails in fuch a fad and lamert-
able degree in our churches. God muft be highiy
difpleafed with our carclefinefs and neglect. Whac s
written to the feven churches in Afia is applicable to
us. Let us read with application. e that bath an
ear let bim bear wh~t the [pirit faitt unto the churebus.
Let us hear, and rear, and tremble at God’s word.
Iave we not grear reafo o think that the Lord will
remove our candlefticks out of their places, or fpew us
out of his mouth, except we repent § We would wifh
you to coniider that not only minifters but private
brethren, have duties incumbent on them, and parts
to act in promoting a reformation. Tbe bead cannot
Jay to tee fect I bave no meed of you. We ought all,
unitedly and vigoroufly, according to our feveral
places, capacities, and gifts, to purfue the fame ob-
1e&t, and feek the advancement of Chrift’s kingdom,
Let us not be flothful in bufinefs, but fervent im [pirit,
ferving the Lord. His eye is upon us, and he knows
what we are doing, and he looketh that we bring forth
fruit.  You are not to confider what others have
heretofere done, or left undone, in church matters,
but what Chrift has commanded. Thofe that engage
in the caufe of Chnlt muft forget the things that are
behind, and prefs forward. Our fore tathers did
wonderfully in their day ; but a reformation, according
to fcripture, is not yet compleat, nor ever will be, fo
long as the churches reft in prefent attainments, at-
tending to the example apd practice of gocd men in

times paft, rather than to the commands eof Chrift.
We
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We have reafon to blefs God for what has been done,
snd be zealous toimprove and praétife according to the
light we now have, while we dcligently feek after
more. The affairs of Chrift’s kingdom, at the pre-
fent time, are depofited with us who are now upon
the ftage of altion. We are the huibandmen to
whown he hath let out his vineyard, and are anfwera-
ble to him how we behave in this important truft.  If
we are unfaithful, the word thac he hath fpoken fhall
judge us in the lat day.

Are you not greatly deficient in the exercife bf
brotherly love, according to the directions of Chrift ¢
How abundantly is this duty recommended in the
New Teftament; buc how littde prathifed and mani-
fefted in our churches? We intreat you to coizfiderhow
good and how pleafant it is for brethren to dwell to-
g,mhcr in unity 3 and how great your obiigations, ac-
cording 1o the commands of Chritt, that you love one
another as he hath loved you, that ye alfo love one
another,  Are you not greatly deficient in the prac-
tice of brotherly exhartation, which is inculcazed upon
chriftians, and is a mean of provokineg to love and
good works ? How greatly is Grotherly reproof ne-
giected, though expretsly commanded by Chrift ?
If thy brother trt/paf: againft thee po and tell him bis
fault between thee and bim alone. T “his direétion, with
the other fteps, is abfolutely neceflary to be cbferved
in churches, in order o the right exercife of difci-
pline. Ina word, how greatly is difcipline in general
neglefted among you! It is clearly commanded
plam rules and diretions are given; the want of it
is greatly lamented among all that with well to Zion,

It is the grand mean of preferving the external purity
of
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of the churches. How beautiful would the aflfem-
blies of the faints appear, did they, in thefe refpetts,
walk according to the order of the gofpel ? And how
great are your obligations to exert yourfelves to pro-
mote true chritian practice and difcipline ? Was this
done as itought to be, the churches would ftand as
cities fet on an hill, and become terrible as an army
with banners. Were profefiors engaged as they
ought to be in the caufe of Chrift, we fhould have
reafon to expet that others, feeing their good works,
would glorify the father. The fet time to favour
Zion, is when Chrift's fervants take pieaiure init's
ftones, and favour the duft thereof. Pfal. cin 13. 14,
We know that a reformation, in thefe refpects, how-
ever important, is not to be expected without vital
heart-felt ichgion; and we pray you to remember and
realize that wirhout boline/s no man fhall fee the Lord,
We woula, therefore, turn your attention to the flate
of your fouls ; true conformity to God, and a life of
communion with him, is a matter of the greateft im-
portance, both to your fafery and comfort. The
g-and queftion is, are you friends to Jefus Chrift and
. his kingdom, or not? Take heed left you be dead
~ while you have a name to live.” Your vifible connec-
tion with God’s people will be no benc¢fit to you
without a union of heart to the on.y Saviour; trufting
in him you may go on boldly in his caufe. Marvel
not if the world hate you; but they cannot finally
hurt you; the kingdom of Chrify will prevail, and
blefied are all they that are made aétive inftruments to
promot t. Finallv, brethren, farewel; be perfeii, be
of govd comfort, be of one mindy live in peace, and the
God ¢f love and peaee foall be with you. Amen.
APPENDIX,
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APPENDIX

Being A FAIR REPRESENTATION OF THE CASE AND
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ASSOCIATED I’RESBYTERY
or Mozris County.

E are fenfible we have been reprefented in an

unfavourable light, and, we think we may fay

we have, in fome refpeéts, been mifreprefented,
We are willing and defirous to appear, in a true light,
in gur proper charater. We are willing the world
fhould fee and judge of us as we are. Concerning
the nature of a gofpel church, and ot church govern-
ment, we take the Bible for our rule and guide, ac-
cording to the beft light we have, with the affiftance of
all the human helps tha" we have been able to obtain;
and, indecd, the gofpel method ot church government
1s [o natural, eafy, and agreeable to reaton, and fo well
adapted to anfwer the ends of it’s inftitution, that
we think but few unbiaffed minds, few that have not,
by education, been prepoffefled, could well nufs the
fubftance of it.  Dr. Watis has fhewn this eafy fcrip-
tural method of church government, in a moft agrec-
able and convincing manner, in his excellent difcourle
coocerning a chbriftian church. Though our judge
ment and choice avails nothing in the cale, we can
{carce forbear thinking that the mode of church go-
vernment which we have adopred, 1s fo agreeable o
fcripture and reafon, that it will force itfelf upon the
judgment of moft of thoie who, deliberately and im-
partially, confider the fubject.

We muft {uppele that every man has a right to
choofe
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thocfe his teligion, and to worfhip God aceording to
the diftates of ‘his own confcience, after taking proper
pains to be enlightencd. Every man has a right to
cheofe for himfelf at any period of his life, as wcll as
in his youth, and to alter his fentiments and mode of
worfhip whenever {cripture and reafon lead him to it.
To be denied this, would be of dangerous confe-
quence; to be denied this, would cut off all attempts
for retormation. It would, heretofore, have prevent-
ed reformation ; and would, in time to come, prevent
the increafe of light and purity in the chriftian church.

We have lately Tlimed a right to worfhip ard ma-
nage church affairs for ourfrlvrq, in 2 method that
appears to us agreeable to feripture. This right we
have claimed with the utmcft care not to difturb
or injure others in their modes of worfhip.  As we
have thought ourfelves obliged in duty and confcience
to alter, in fome meafure, finm the m«ode and the
conne&tions which we have heretofore been in, we
have endeavoured, to the uvimofl, to do it with as
lit.le oftentation and noife as poffible, and with as
little breach and divifion, and with as much friend-
fhip and brotherly affection toward thofe that are of
difterent fentiments as could be cenfiftent with our
thinking and aéting for ourfetves. If any thing con-
trary to fuch a peaceable dec. yzture has been laid to
our charge, as we think there Fas, we are perfuaded
it mufl anfe from miftake, miif.nformation, or preju-
dice. We choole to be a body affoctated by our-
felves, in a voluntary manner, to promote the intereft
of relizion, and to affift one another to manage eccle-
fiattical affairs in cur feveral churches. In order to

this, we fuppofed it necedful to withdraw from the
fynod
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fynod of New-York and Philadelphia, and from th.
prefbytery that we had belonged to ; as there were fome
things in our mode and manner of church government
inconliftent with their’s; or at lealt fo much as to in-
terrupt that harmony which is defirable in fuch conuce-
tions, We had each of us our particular reafuss for
withdrawing, but thofe thar we could all give as a body
we fhall prefently menion,  Being withdrawn, we
thought proper to form into a voluntary aflociated pref-
Dytery.  What we did on that occalion 1s as follows :
‘“ Hanover, May 3d, 1780.
‘ We, miniiters of the golpel, viz. Jacob Green,
Amzi Lewis, Jofeph Grover, and E'cnezer Brad-
¢ ford, for various reafons, whi ki we think fufficient to
‘ jultity ourfelves, have withdrawn from the prefbyte-
‘rv of New-York, and from the fynod of New-
* York and Philadelphiay and, without defiring or
* defigning to make any unfcriptural or unchanitable
¢ breach or fepararion among numtters and churches,
* think proper to form ourfeives into a voluntary fo-
* ciety for prometing the inrerelt of religion.  And as
“ we confider ourfclves prefbyterians, in a fcriptural
 fenfe, we agree to call ourfelves and be known by the
* name of The Prefbytery + of Morris County. And
‘ as it may be expetted that we fhould give fome
‘ reafons why we have withdrawn, we think the fol-
‘ lowing fufficient :
¢ As ecvery one ought, fo we not only choofe, but
¢ feel ourfelves bourd o be on a plan, or fcheme of
¢ religion and clincii government; as agreeavie (O
H “ feripture

e e it g i e s
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+ We did not, for fome reafons, ufe the word a/foc:ated when we
£:1t formed, yet then fuppofed it properin iuelt, ard have fincg
congluded (v add it when we mention ussiclves as a prefbytery,
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¢ fcripture as poffible, and cannot be cramped by any

‘ human power, fo as to prevene our ferviog God,:

* and doing good o0 mankind, according to the beft

¢ light we have. And we think that the prefbyceci
¢ anifm of the church of Seotland, and of the fynod of
* New-York and Philadelphia, is not wholly tounded
¢ on {cripture y but that it rakes the power too much
“ out of the hands of the brethren of the church, and

¢ gives an unferiptural and uareafonable power to the
¢ elders, fo that it they are corrupt they will tyrannize

* over the churches ot Chrit. We find the {ynod
* has made many rales, canons,” or orders, wiitch we
¢ thnk very inconfifteat with the liberties of ¢ hrittian
churches, which ruks or oraers now ftand on their
records ; and we have found ovsfelves cramped and
reltrained by thefe rules or orders of fynod, fo that
we could not, in fome inftances, do what we thought’
ought to be donc for the intereft of religion. And
thouvh we do not mention our mﬂ'crent fentiments
concerning the qualifications for facramentst, as a

¢ fuffitiens

t We cannot agree with thofe who (apon Mr. Stoddard’s prin-

~ @& &

| ciples) admit perfons to facraments without a profeflion of that

which in-plies true grace, and whom weither they themielves,
nor the church fuppnfe to have grace. We cannot admit perions,
to cither facrament, nor to obtain baptifm for their children, un-
lefs they make a credibke protefion of religion. They muft pro-
fels that which implies fincere love and regird to Gud ; muft an-
deritand the nature of thiir profcfiions, ard evidence or make cre-
dible what they prefefs. Therclore we baprife chiidren for noce
but fuch as view themfelves fully in the church, and have come,
or engage and fuily defign to come, to the Lord’s table the firft-op-

_portanity. The admizting to bap:itm by what fome call an half-
. Way coveaant, or an h .t way prattice, is in our view an human

~ invention, full of abturdi.y, con:rary to h.nptme. and the excelent
. Wedmiafter catechiln, that fays, *¢ Zaptilm ia not to be admini-

Resed
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£ fufficient reafon to withdraw from our brethren, yet
¢ as we have other reafons that are fuTic.ent, we ‘muft
¢ {ay that this is a corroburating one; and we withdraw
* with much more freedom, whcn we conflider that we
¢ who withdraw are agr=al in our lentiments refpecting
qualifications for church privileges, and can, without
jarring fentiments, join together in promoting the
order and difcipline which Chrnift has appointed in his
churches.
* And we being now met for the purpofe of 1ormirg
ourfrlves into a pretbytery, and having umtad in
{olemn prayer to God for wiﬂ‘u)m, dire&ion, and
affiltance, do think proper, in order to premote the
intereft of religion, to come into the folluwing tiiend-
ly and prudcntm agrecmonis, vis.,
“ 1. That the p;eﬂ:yrcry wiil ordimanly meet twice in
¢ ayear, and ofterer, i itappears necclul, to condale
* and ggree upon the moft expecient mcaiires to pro-
¢ mote rehgion, and to give the churches opportunity
‘ ¢ to apply to us for the advice and afliftance thae it is
¢ proper for an alfudiated refhytery to attord them,

¢ 11. We agree to invite cach church to fund an
“ elder or deicgate to attend this prefbytery, at each
¢ fefion, and join with us in cur cadcavours to promote
* the Redeemer’s kingdom.

* I11. As we defign to procecd regularly at our meet-~
¢ ings-, and endeavour to promot: rehigion, we agree
¢ that,a maderator thall be chofen, at each Rated pref-

¢ bytery, and a clerk to minute the moft material tranf-
¢ actions ; and that we will begin and conclude with
¢ prayer, ¢ 1V. We
ft2red to any that are out of the vifible church, till they prof«fs
their faith in Chrift, aud obedience to him.” If therefore they

profefs obedience to him, it.’muﬂ include obedience to that some
mand, take, cat, arinb, dvihis ih remenbracce of e,
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¢ TV, We agree that this prefbytery, as a body, fhall
never affume, or claim, any jurifdiCtion over the
chu-ches, or authoriratively intermeddle with their
affairs, any further than they fhall apply to us, and
requeft our advice or other affiftance.

“ V., This prefbytery fhall make no rulesthat fhall.
authoritative 3 and all agreements fhall be alterable as

¢ circumftances thall require.’

As we have been defired to reconfider our declhina-
ture, and fee if we could not return, that there might
not appear to be a breach or fchifm, the following pro-
iofals have been made and read before the prefbytery of

vew-York.,

 Propofals by the aff ciated preftytery of Morris coun-
“ty rejpecting their union and c.mmumion wiib iveé [y-
¢ nod of New-Yore and Philadelpbia.
¢ The Morris county prefbytery freely offer to return
and belong to the fynod of New-York and Philadel-
phia, on rational gofpel principles of liberty, and free-
dom to act according to their confeiences. The fub-
ftance of which is contained in the three following
particulars :
¢ I. That as the New-York prefbytery is numerous,
¢ and that of Morris county already formed, they fhall
¢ continue to be a diftin&t prefbytery, which, fince it is
¢ their choice, they have a right to.

¢ 1I. Thac they fhall have an unreftrained liberty to

‘ licence and ordain, for the gofpet miniftry, any per-
fons whom they fhall think proper:
* 1. That they will meet in fynod as a voluntary
¢ fociety, to confult and endeavour to promote the
¢ intere't of religion, reccive applic. tions from, and give
¢ affiftance to particular congregations as they fhall be
¢ defired, and as occafion may require. ¢ Several
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© As to the firR, which ruypelts our continging a difini?
prefbycery, we obferve, that as the form and bond
of union, of a particular church, fhould not be by
local bounds, but by a proper covenant agreement,
{ an affociat=d prefbytery fhould not be determined

kv particula: bounds of land, but by a fuitable,

friendly, gofpel agreement; therefore a number of
roinifters and churches, that defire it, and agrue
together for that purpofe, have a right to be un
aflociated prefbytery. The forming or conftituting
prefbyteries cannot be the bulinefs of a fynod, be-
caufe prefbyteries are antecedent to a fynod, and
form or ma{e up that body. A fynod 1s only a
voluntary human fociety, not mentioned in {cripture,
or pointed out there, any otherways than as we are
to do good as we have opportunity, whether by
affociating together or otherways; but a prefbytery
has foundatica in fcripture, and cannot depend upon
a voluntary haman fociety ; therefore as the Morris
county prsiiiwery choofe to be and continue fuch a
body, he 1y ought not to oppofe it, or try to
prevent i, N

* The fecond pectioularis, That this prefbytery fhall
bave an unrefiraine vight to ordain, &c.

¢ A prefbytery hav:, according to fcripture, aright
to ordain and introd': ze men into the miniftry ; and
there is not the lea! (hadow of reafon, from fcrip-
ture, or the nature o: things, that there fhould be an
higher power on ear: h, refpe€ting ordination, than a
prefbytery. Each prefbytery in this matter muft be
accauntable to Chrift Jefus, their Great Lord and

¢ Mafter,
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Mafler, and te himn only; vet we grant- that a
neighbouring prefbytery or 2 fynod, may =ndeavour
ro ofier conviciion, and may admonith 4 prc{‘r"t\ v,
which they think ntreduces and ordains ia proper
meny and, 1If need be, may withdraw cominunion
from them on this account ; but there can be no
power on ecarth to controul a prefbytery in this
refpedt, or reverfe what they do. The affociate
prefbytery of Morris county are very fenfible of the
importance of a learned mvmﬂry, and are determined
not to introduce unfuitable men; but of the degree
of learn'ng neceflary, and of other qualifications,
they muil judge for themielves; yet hope they
thall ever be willing to hear and pay a fuiable re-
gard o what ratio sual men may fay on that fubjed,
“ The third partisular refpeéis our meeting in [inod,
We tiink that a iriendly, voluntary meeting of 2
number of minifters or elders of churches (fruh
aiitant parts) which may be called a fynod, may bt
very uletui 0 the churches.  Such an annual meet-
ing may give cungregations opporunity to apply i
them for diretion, or advice about candidates tor
the miniftry, and maay other matters thar may be
referred or left to them as arbitrators; but they
have no authority over the churches or prdbytcr.cs,
and ro power to 3udoe and determine cafes, unlefls
they fhould be defired by a church, or churchcs, to
do fo in particular cafes,
¢ Every member fhall endeavour to attend the an.
nual meeting of the {ynod when he can, but thall be
obliged to give no other reafon of his abtence, than
that his circumftances were fuch at that time that, on
a ferious view of the cafe, he did not think it his
i duty to attend. ¢ Any
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¢ Wny prefbytery, when defised in & chriftian manner,
¢ fhall be willing to fhew their minutes, concerning

~ ¢ any particular tranfation, or give an account of any

*'pare of their conduct; but the fynod thall have no
mwcr to. examine and corrc& prefbytery minutes in
cw: .
R an‘{ prc(bytery, or number of mxmﬁers, or
¢ enutches, fhall hold and propagate perniciouns doc-,
‘-grines, of give into irregular practices, fubverfive of
¢ gofpckorder, che fynod, or any parmular prefbytery,
“'may expeftuiate with, and warn them, and, whea.
‘ﬂmeﬂ'ary, ‘withdraw communion from thcm, and
¢ Jeave them to their Great Judge.
¢ If any one, or a number of miniters, or an affo=
¢ ciated prefbytery, thould choote to withdraw from a
¢ tymod with which they have been afiociated, they
¢ have libenty to do.it, and not be thought {chifima.
¢ calor diforderly, if it be done in a quiet and peace-
¢ able manner.’

If thefe propofals, or fomething equivalent, fhoeld
be complied with, we fhall be very glad to find fuch
agreement in {entiment, and fuch fricndlynels among,
thc minifters who compolfe the fynod; and if thev,
or fomething equivalent, are not complied with, t the
world will Judgc whether we could, without difcord
and grief, bhave continued with xhun . and whetlier
our peaceably withdrawing, and atlociating by our-
felves, was not the moft hkcly method, Iurnmmouﬂy
and 1uccefshdly, ro promote religion, efpecially in
the difcipline of the: churches under our care.  Wor
can we help thinking the prefent to be a proper ume
to endeavour to fertle the excernals of religion, upon
a.tree and liberal plan, This is a time in which civil

and
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and re..gious libcrty 1s attended to, is contended fag,
and, we truft, is about to take place, if not to be
eftablithed. It is a time in which a 1plht of liberty
‘prevails; a time in which the externals of religion
may properly be new modelled, if needtul, and fixed
upon a golpel plan. Tiie United States have lately
farmed their feveral fyflem. of civil government, fo as
to leave religion free, ieave it to fland upon It's own
bottom, not embarraffed with civil rellraings, or impo-
fitions upon confcience 5 and we have reafon to hope
religion will flourifh when civil powers leave it trccly
to be propagated, and practifed according to it's own
free nature.  The plan of church government which
we have chofen, and we think derived from fcripture,
18 a plan for liberty ; the land we live in is a land of
liberty ; the time we live in s, efpecially, a time of
liberty ; and we cannot but defire, and even expelt,
that many others, within the bounds of the fynod,
end elfewhere alfo, will revife their ecclefiaftical prin-
ciples, and fee if they do not want fomething to make
them tully confiftant with chrifhan libercy.

oiviedalotoladagatotototoliletatotatelol totete ol

We think proper to add the following letter, written
by one of the affociated prefbytery, as 1t contains
matters pertinent to the defign of this publication.

DEear Sir,

Y TAKE kindly the letter you fent me, and pay

I particular attertion to that part of it that rcfpc&s

the gofpel miniftry, and the conduét of myfelf ana

my brethren, The fubjet is not new, I have ofte..
confidered
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confidered and weighed it with all the attention of
which I. have been capable. I realize that I muft be
anfwerable to my Great Judge, I think I can fay I
ectedifintereftedly in this matter. 'We have no world-
ly intereft in view; we have no fecular fchemes to
promote ; we hope we regard the caufe of religion;
we guard apainft a party {pirit; we endeavour to
make the word of God ourrule; we are very fenfible
of the importance of a learned, and, efpecially, a pious
miniftry; and fuch a miniftry we determine to pro-
mote to the utmoft of our power. Nor are we un-
mindful of the danger of enthufialin. I have, accord-
ing to your defire, paid attention to the feparations,
errors, and extravagancies that were in New-England
and other parts, about forty years ago, and fincey
and, according to your fuggeftion, we confider our-
felves fo far intrufted by Chrilt, as to do what we can
to introduce fit men into the churches; but we do
not think ourfclves fo intrufted with this matter as to
take it out of the hands of the churches to provide
pattors for themielves when they have opportunity 5
and we fear that many minifters do this in a blamea-
bie degree, while thev aflume a power to licence alk
candidates before the churches may choofe any gy
whereby hundreds of affemblies are deftitute of preach-
ers, fince there are not licenced candidates for them to
ele&t, and minifters will not licence for want of fome
qualifications which yet the fcripture does not menti-
on or point out as neceffary. It is a view of the
wants and cries of deftitute churches of Chrift, of
the truft committed to us, and the account we muft
give to our Lord and mafter at laft, that leads us to
I - propofe

f
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propofe and do what we do.* We know not how to
anfwer it to the great head of the church, if we fee
many congregations deftitute of teachers, an'! are ac-
quainted with men that might be brought to labour

1o advantage in the vineyard of Chrilt, and yer for-

bear to do what we can to introduce thenr  We
could with 1ome miniters well to confider ety
many wiil not cry againft them in the day vt jucg-
ment, for preventing the preaching of the gofpel, by
reftraining men from the nuniftry that might have
been a means of enlightenirg, convicting, and edyfy-
ing precious fouls, How many might have been in-
firucted and cdified by a miniltry as fuited and profit-
able to them as if their teachers had had a greater ac-
quaintance with dead languages, and fome other lefs
important branches of literature. 1 would guard againtt
enthufiafm and unqualified teachers. I hope we fhai
be enabled todo it. We have a fabrle adverfary, and
we need to be upon our guard ; we may be caughr
unawares ; but I think T have not been juppoled to
be much inclined to enthufiafm. I wiflh T had more
of that which fome cail by that name. I have heard
Dr, Watts called an enthufiaft; and [ believe a con-

fiderable

* The praftice or method here referred to, is our introducing
fome men into the miniftry without a callege education, and
with lefs learning than is commonly obtained by thofe who fpend
three or four years at publick teminaries of learning.

"'he qualification which we think, in fome cales, may be omitted,
ie that of an acquoeintance with the dead languages; we are how-
ever very fenfible of the importance of this, where it can conve-
niently be obt.ined ; and are therefure exerting outfelves in teach-

ing the learned Janguages to all the childien and youth who can
be procured for that pu pofe. !
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fiderable part of that which, by fome ecclefiaftical
writers in the feveral ages of the church, has been
called fanaticifm was true religion and zeal for godil-
nefs though often tinftured with imprudencc and
wild-fire, much increafed by the oppofition of thole
who fhould have regulated, inftru¢ted, and encouraged
ghofe zealous perfons, inftead of fupprefling and
anathematizing them, [ am perfuaded that, in the
remarkable feafon about forty years ago, which fome
call The New- Light time, there would have been niuch
more religion, an happier reformation, and more laft-
ing good effe&s, if the exhorters and zealous perlons
had been properly regulated, inftructed, and encou-
raged, inftead of being oppofed and condemne:l.
The violent oppofition they mer with, drove them to
irregularities, feparations, and bitter cenforioutnefs ;
and their being deftitute of the encouragement, in-
ftruction, and other affittance, that they ought to have
had, was the occafion of their running into many
more errors and wild notions than they would, if they
had been favoured, inftruéted and encouraged, in
propagating true religion, as many of them might. 1
fpeak not ot all 5 I kzow fome of them were deluded,
and fit inftruments to ferve fatan ; but this was not
the cafe in general.  Their zeal and fervour was hike
a torrent which, if dammed up and oppofed, will over-
flow and do damage ; but by being allowed a proper
channel to flow in, may be very beneficial. There will
be fome irregularitics atiending molt methods that
can be purfued, and mott men that can be empioyed;
but we muft not cut off a beneficial tream, becavte ie
may fome times a little flath over, where it fhould nat,
You
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You know what an eutcry and oppofition there was
about that time to the conduét of the T ——ts, and
the new B——ck p——y. What hideous reprefenta-

. tions of unqualified men ¢ What reproaches for taking

men from the laft and the loom, and other employ-
ments, and putting them into the miniftry with fo
little learning ? But that party, and thote men, have
been the chicf inftruments of carrying on and fupport-
ing true vital religion, and propagating it in the
S—th—-n parts. Many fouls have reafon to blefs
God that fuch men were put into the miniftry. A
number of thofe that were introduced, with but little
learning, being ftudious, and having a tafte for know-
ledge and books, became men of note amonz men of
learning ; and none of them, as I can recolle&, dif-
graced the miniftry, as too many have done who had
more learning. 1 with for another fuch feafon, and
more men, thus qualified, to be employed in God’s
work. [ believe there were at that time more than an
hundred in America, men of true love and zeal for
Gad, who might have been put forward, and with a
little learning, which might eafily have been obtained,
would have been eminently inftrumental of promoting
religion, and our vacancies fupplied, and not in fuch
a deftitute deplorable condition as at prefent. We
are now )ultly lefc without teache's, there being near
a thoufand vacancies, in thefe United States, that are
deftitute of paftors; and the Anabaotifts, with illete-
rate teahers, carrying away great pare of the people.
May ror our deftitute circumflances be, in a meafure,
2 judgment upon us for negle&ting thofe that we ought
to have employed. While we keep to the rules of
God’s
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God's word, refpeding qualifications, my -brethren
and I think the method we take does not tend to in-
troduce unfit men into the miniftry. We are very
fenfible of the great importance of learning among
the minifters of the gofpel; but it is not neceffary
that every man that aught to be encouraged to be a
paflor of a flock of Chrift, fhould be endowed with
the higheft degrees of learning. It is neceffary there
fhould be fome minifters of acute natural parts, and
good learning, who may be able to encounter the
learned adverfaries of Chriftianity ; but if one in five,
or even in ten, be thus qualified it may be fufficient.
If we view the miniftry and churches heretofore, we
fhall not find more than one minifter in ten fully
qualified to take up and maintain the neceflary
controverfies, and, with propriety and fuccefs, oppofe
the learned adverfaries of religion, while the other
nine-tenths might be very ufeful paftors of Chrift’s
flocks. I muft here obferve that the credit and fup-
port of religion never did, nor ever will, fo much de~
pend upon learned difputes, 2s upon the {fimplicity,
integrity, love, meeknefs, and, in every refpe, the
holy lives of mimifters and other profeffers of religion.
Where minifters and churchesare bznevolent, prudent,
and live according to the fimplicity of the gofpel,
they will be more refpe€ted, and better defended
againft the enemiesof religion, than where the defence
1s principally by learning and art. The cafe of very
many congregations in our land is deplorable; as
ftheep without a thepherd, none to break tne bread of
life to them. 1 wifh all minifters would well confider
the cafe.  We, in this aflociated prefbytery, dare not
withhold
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withhold our utmoft endeavours to fupply them with
fcriptural paftors; and being in Chrift’s vineyard, we
are determined to at, in this refped, as under his
. eye, and as we imay fecure his approbation in the day
of judgment. | B

I N [ 3.

ERR AT A.—Page 2, line 11, for their read ¢4i,. P, 6, 1. 12,
for church -sngregation v, churck, comgregation. P, 12, 1. 6, for bif.
rorian t. biflerians. P.1g, ). 8, for ¢fetually 1. effeflual. P. 19,
L vg, for cffices r. eficr. 'P. 34, ). 18, for wurthout . with our. P,
43, 1. 18, for evangelif 1, gojpel minifer,
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