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JQB Xiii, 26

?bou wmuﬁ Bitter Lbz%s agczng/i me, and ma%el}
1. mea poj' fs the imiquities of my youth.

" OB was a map of forrow, and acquamted
1.8 with grxcf In bitternefs of foul he pours
" out his complaint; and among other ex-
P preflions uigrs the words of our text. 'Tis
probable he was a, :niferable as ever mere man
Jwas.  He felt as yuch 4§ human nature could,
bind not fing yod'rip.  We have reafon to fuppote
ihis from the malice of fatap and the permiffion
i od gave h\m to dp what he wou id thh Job, con-
tent with ] {paring his life. \% hea he was allowed
39 do what he ‘would ‘without tak,m his life, no
. ’fggubt he made him as miferable as mfcrnal malice
Ind wifdom could do, and humar) naturde was able
+J1o bear. - In all thls Job maintaing his ingegrity,
vonderfully gndured his trial, and is polgen of as
& pattern of paticace. 2oy baw beard g{a}/s the
1 pgﬁle, of the patiepce af Fob. ‘This pattern of
atience viewed himfelf in the hand of God. He
eps Lis mind on his maker ; our text is an ‘ad-
" firels to Jehovah, If we view all lings under
fine divine diretion, it may help us to natience in
Ahribulaton,  Job's wroubles came by the maice of
‘;_a*an, yet he eyes the hand of Gnd in ali that came
; pon hlm S0 ﬁaous ge, let the indouments be
& who
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who or what they will,
can go further than
thall befall us but

]

No enemy of God or map

!

what God fees is for the beft
calls to mind former Iniquities,
youtly, remembers the fing of
pofes he'ts correted for them,
He might have been-a great finner in his youtt,
though now an eminent faint. Great finners have
fometimes become great faints, - Paul was fuch ap
inftance, and 1 know not buyt Job was another §
He was now in years ; had ten children, and thef;
come to adult age, able to make and recejve vifis,
Job now in yearsis vifited with che punithment of
his youthful fins. He turns his thought upon his
finfulnefs. See context, v. 2 3d. How many an
mine inigusties and fin 2 Make me 1o know my tranf.
greffion andmy fin.” Let us remember there is fuch
a thing as pollefling the fins of youin ; and ;
thing to be dreaded. Job xx. 171, His bones ary
Jull of the fins of bis youth. Pfal, xxv, ».  Re-
the fins of my youth, Ec. Jer. x

early life, and fup

member wnot
Y9. 1 was
1 did bear i1he
the fins of y
~correction that God
them for thofe fins. |
From our text I would obferve this do@rine, viz,
God often caufes perfons, while in this world, by

be punifbed or correfed for the finsof their you,)
or paf life.——] thall o

I. Briefly prove and iluftrate this do&rine.

i

1

-

God permits ; and nothingf
P

t

- world, Heisfo ‘ ence
~ as he pleafes. Some die in youth, and go quick

[ 5 ]

II. Shew what fins of youth perfons are moft like
to be corre&ed for in after life.

' . . ' . ) 4
1. God often caufes perfons, while iy this world,

b0 be punifbed or correiied for the fins of their youth,

or palt life.—God may punifh or correct foom:: %i
Jater, as he pieafes. *Tis asjuft for him tofco.l.:i:
ten, twenty, or fifty years after, as it is for N };T!
“to do it the hour that the fin is committed. bec
finner is always the fame perfon, or conicious ; -
ing, and may therefore at any time ;ecelve .{e};
ferved pugithment. *Tis asjoft for God to puni
finners in hell, ten thoufand or ten million years
afcer the commiffion of fin, as at firft. There Sre
many wife reafons why corretions fthould be de-
ferred for fome time in this world. God may zog'm
rect perfons after they have truly repented of their

be much better
« fin as properly as before. It may be much
. for the pEc)rfon corrected to have it after than be-

-3
(

“fore he is a true penitent. Divine chaftifementsin

' -this world are feldom, if ever, to be confidered as

partof his vindictive wrath ; but they are proper

- difplays of the evil of fin, and of the wifdomn and

‘propriety of his moral government. God .d(;]c;s.

. - . o
not correct-all perfons in the fame manner in this
eign, and varies his providences

ver

down to hell, under the weight of all their fm..
Some that live are not correéted here in any ﬁgng‘l
manner. God varies his punifhments and provi-
dential difpenfations fo that we cannot in general
difcover perfons charaters by their punithments,
though fometimes there is a remarkable. correi-
e | pondence
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pondence beetween the fin and the punifhment in-

the view of all obfervers, (God gaverns the world . :
s ¥ of mdny years.

{o as to lf"t it be known that there js a2 God that
judgeth in the earth, as the pfalmilt fays he is

known by the judgments which he éxecutes, and

yet fo as that we are not io know or determing
perfons ftates by their punjlhments. The perfon
eorrected, as Job, may fee and conclude why
Ged correcls, much gafier than the rett of -the
world can. The perfon under the rod may ge-
ncra.lly fee apd he ghle to day, I deferve this 'cgr_-
rection, ’tis. it and proper 5 ‘us fuited to _my
cale : When at the fame time others may judge
very wrang in the matter. Thus Shimei curfing
David, calls him a blgody man, and tells him that
God had returned ypon him all the blood of the
boufeof Saul’; and that he was taken in his own

mifchiet, and the kingdom given to Abfalom, be-

caufe David was a blgody man. David was then

in a peniteas moft excellent frame of mind. He
Jnew he wasa bloody man, that this trouble came
- upon him for his blood guiltinefs in the cafe of
‘Uriah 3 but he knew he was intirely ipnocent as 1o
the houfe of Saul, concernipg which Shimei

perfon and the reft of the world judge concerni
. acafe. S
.o But [ fhall ilinftrate this do¢trine by fome frip-

sure inftances.  Jacob, to oltain a biefling, told a

g)o

P

;his;y(-:ncr.able father, taking advantage of his blind-
nets, which ought 1o have gxcited his compafliop.

For %

§ pofid upon hjir, dels
A &
. &; his wages ren times.

71

For this in Jacob was affliCted through the courfe
o ars. - 'The meafure that he had meeted
out was meafured back to Himiagain. Inftead of
Rachel, whom he loved dearly, and expelted as
“a wife, he had b+ fraud another woran impofed
.iup(m Sivi.  Sach an impofiton and difappoint-
¥ ineat as no donbt went to hie hesri, .0d madehim
think of hiz own miquity, Afcer this Laban im-
raunded bim, and changed
And when he fled from La-
ban he was in continual fear of his brether Raiay,
and that on account of his having obtained the
‘bleffing in the fraudulént manner that he did.
# Thus for a long time he pofieffed the iniquiiies of
% his former life.  Again, as he had impoled upon
" ‘his Facher Ifaac, fo his fons impofed upon him in
' ihecafe of Jofeph's coat of many colours. How
" tnuch forrow did he endure on this 'occafion for
{ many years ! and his punifhment was agreeable

| o the fins of his former life. 1 fhall smentiog
§ David as another inftance. He was guilty

God punifies him by that fin tflfing

adultery,
Amnon ravifhes his- fiker

I place in his family.

i “Tamer : David’s wives are taken and defiled be-

- charged him. So differeatly may the correfed ¥ fore all Ifrael. and that by his own fon. David

} was guilty of murder in the cafe of Uriah : He
} mutft receive the puithment of thisiniquity. One
I of his{ons killanother in ¢ool blood:  The{weord

~wilful lie, 2nd not only fo but bafely impofed upon § purfues David himfelf as God had told him by

;*’Nathan. His own fon feeks his life, and drives .
¥ him from his city. At length he receives the

. .mews of his fon’s death, fo diftreffing to him 25 to
o , make

5 v -
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mike him weep moft bicterly. Abdall this-# Jdient children, and their own hearts fhall ake in
the confequence of his former fin : God had told heir turn. God bids twenty years roll on, and
him that the fword fhould never depart from his $hen he or fhe that was a difobedient child fhall,
houfe. How affettingly did he pofie(s the iniqui- by their own children, feel the anguith and for-
ties of his former life. - Lyow which they caufed their parents to feel, and
. I'add but one inftance more, and - th3t of an fthus poffefs the iniquifles of their youth. Chil-
¢heathen ‘who by the dim light of nature could not §dren often blaft their parents hopes, and difap-
but acknowledge the righteous hand of God in Jioint. their fond expe&ations. In a few years
his punithment. Adonibezek, a proud and cruel Jihefe children fhall have fuch hopes, and be thus
king, in Canaan, ufed to humble and tormentgliblsfted and difappo'inted. Parents are apt, may
his captives, even thofe that were kings, by cut- fbe too apt, to have pleafing®hopes and expectations
‘ting off their thumbs and great toes, and thea §.from their children, and are dreadfully difap-
reducing them to fuch hunger as to be glad to Jpointed when they fee the children take to fuch
gacher their poor fuftenance under his table, like §ways and practices that will be ruinous in the end.
dogs. Aslength heis treated in the fame maaner, §Let fuch youth confider, that aftcra few revolving
and reflets upon his former condu&, and fayg:Pyears, they may experience fuch difappointment,
as I bave dome, o God bath requited me. Jud. i. 7. %'and fuch forrow and vexation of heart : Then
There are other known inftances; and if we had iy ay they properly affume the words of our text,
the hiftory of fome-other perfons youths and after @ithon makeft me poffefs the imiquities of my youth.
life, wemight know many inore inftances of this W/Youth of both: fexes, vain and giddy, ‘d m
-¥pre.—1 proceed now o - "Y«ompany, often go from their parents witho®¥.
Il. To fbew what fin of youth perfons are mof Riliberty, and ingo-wicked company, where they®
commonly correfled for in after life. | - #8are much expofed to vice. Who but thofe who
* L. Difohedience 1o parents 45 one of thofe fini.Mave felt the heart of a parent in fuch cdfes know
A common fin of youth: A great fin, .. moGglke concern and anxiety they feel on fuch oeca-
coatrary to the exprefs command of God. Chii- Y ,- amt knowing what vices and temptations the
dren obey your paremts, is a divine precept. Dif- children‘inay be expofed to and overcome with.
obedience to parents is remarkably threatened inThefe unhappy youth fhall, e're long, poflefs
the word of God. Difobedient children grieve Biheir own iniquities. Ty are not immediately
thei-l’ parcnts and Caufc .Cir hcarts to akC'. Tth : Bl lﬁﬁl@d 5 butGod rcme’m'bers and records t.heir
difobedient ones uall, e long, pofiefs the ini-Bndug. ~ Jt may be geqty or thirty years k-
-quities of their youth. They may have difohe- ... chen their chudui:i:?me.thcm in- the fame
- | dieny’ § a,-',?_; B melancholy

T ———
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melancholy condition : They Gt alone and fid
ghc anx iety which their conduct formerly e

 Again; children many times fin by unreafonapillc " Ma 10t knowing on the one hard whether
 finding fault with a father-in-law, or a mother-igflg ¢, t0 marry the-partaer in guile, and be un-

law, and caufelefsly- g&cve their hearts. T JPPY 10 a companion during the remainder of"

3 or, on the other Aand, fubmit to all the

'

probable, that in twen Mears, or lefs, they thalllt

fultain the fame relation, and by the wifyand holgl

providence of God be corrected for thejr form"ura Pepeoper confequence of fuch a crime.:
conduét. ! , | & neglétt of parental advice, rath and . preci-

11, Going into.and frequenting bad .
) ' : ad company, is & ~ cone outh - oIt hake
Sin"of youth that erjbmq are oj{tm afm{:%} :;r ch miftakes that they arg miferable in a com-

fiquities of thejr youth,

reited for. - Youth are fociable, and company i
g pices above-mentioned, perions
idileafes as weaken their con-

agreeable.  Children are not.to be defijed pron A

fociety ; but bad company is U?Odinig dangero'u'f . Again; by thiby

and young ones are apt to ru head-long into iR contract fudiigd :

[hey often refufe to be regulated in this refpe gigfitution, or bring ol themfelves a loathfome dif-

and not hearkening to the viice of thofe thelpic> 20d thus forg Jong time pofitfs the iniquities

would diret, then lay a foundation for troub" ¥ their youth, '7for do they lefs fufferin their
WBaracter ;. they @k blot that fhall not be wip=d

‘,,chr‘c?*h the remainder of their life, and th )
A .

[

bthe iniquities of their youth. A womnﬁ-;‘hm“gh‘

grenat lias married a man that loves.company, whilg] PC“N days:p;é?ﬁ}{ .
* fhe continues hours or whole nights alone, markg "y by ‘“’Yiﬁﬂ

well think of the forrow and apgiery thar HEECYentedsidis afrt)
cauled Her parents in her youth, %, - @ierched inYiideduence of youthful fins. Let
06’2:.0 lf‘admnlzp;any 5 190 of ten attended with the L X ,,..,;..{‘W'“ ﬁcﬁ gtaﬁ;y think tthl‘; 13
gence of Jenfual lufs, viz, Adulsery, fornicating, druilig ;ﬁ%f*é"recg - »how:r}?:rny :gd E?r
| fie. heré and aaother there, who by

AfED 0
24

¥ 3

!

1

&
]

;N y

g

ennefs, &c. Thele are too often the fingjof yout i
of Wh'c}-‘ they poffefs the punifhment in after life‘.‘ h .

By fornication childreg oflt)'cn caufe their parents; bd negleed, and neyer i
worow beyond what they can conceive, till in a feg e 200N, o o Ay O
years,. their own chilgren, guilty of the fame en Y4 A in;
mitles, lead-them to %hink of the ﬁm o Ok q uarrelj creby many Pave been wounded

e to marry with re-

P

M
",

puth. By the fin of fon;iication young perfons
gten bring themfelves and their parents into a fad;
sme 1and reproach, coft and trouble, - that is the

Mtate condud, perfons in youth often make.

Banion all their life after, and ‘thus poflefs the

g remminder of life, and they. all
“r"Srouth*tul iniquitt®, Howa

. ;f)_avc blafted their reputation, =
rkying to advantage, and lived

egitimate child in youth, live folitary

£

gemperate”drinking is often atrended
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l‘f €, bas. oﬂm la %t'//yed away "%ﬂs {

~thus prnithed for the follic§F Lot L ‘

v 3 - -~ Aivy e ”,0(31"’,,“, PRI 3 F- o
- made bitrerly o0 pofiefs thé" iniguities of theil
Yyouth. . T
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and maimed during life, and thus, till their deah] 1. Let me addrefs you that are parents, or beads
poflels the punithment of the follies gnd iniquiti”"* b of families. You may be now introuble : It may
of their youth. A i be you poflefs the iniquities of your youth. Let

IV. Unfaithfulnefs in sheir truft is often a fin af p gour; forrow lead you to view your fins ; the fins
yeuthwhich they fball afterwards paffefs tbepuniﬁ’ammﬁ w of your youih. Few. parents think they have
of. Children and fervants often negleét their proper)y. finnedvfo- much as they have. When they are
bufinefs ; are idle and unfaithful ; caufe ar: enr‘;lit ~vexed and perplexed with other perfons, they

runknown damage to their parents or maftersuin ¢ think flirely they themfelves were never fo bad,

teret, and thus vex and grieve the hearts of thofs ' They do not imagine they ever caufed fuch trou.
who ought otherways to put confidence in the .k ble.  But have you not forgot my friends? Or
Thele unfaithful youth hetle think what feed theff§ were you fenfible in the time of it how bad your
are fowing, what an harveft they fhall reap. A fewt conduét was? Your children now do not imagine
years roll'on, and then an unfaithful child or fer.; they: cavfe you fo much trouble as you know they
vant neglects their bufinefs, pexmits or caufes wafle] do. ’Tid hard to convince them that they are {o
and damage, difappoints th@i#®hopes, and vexefi bad as they are.. And has not this been your cife ?
their hearts; thus thofe who'were opce unfaichful Takea view of your paft life, Try o get a fenfe
afterward poffefs' the iniquities of® their youth. Ji of the evil of fin; of your own fin. If you
V. Prodigality in youth, ar'itbe. ormer part #f are under the corre@ing hand of God, fubmic
¥fo that perfon} with an humble temper.  Yield yourfelves up into

-y fave all their life after lived o: poverty and want§y the hand of  God : Say s the Lord, let him do

‘;.'_Jﬂkn.c:'w a‘young man, h‘fiﬁw%ﬁi{r godd eftate, whili what feemeth him%good. Iook toghe mercy of
- coming to the poffeffion of . if’ '

wh . moige . . e
sy youth, by ' - God n i‘lﬁ\

. There is pardon for {inners; gréat

1mprudent and prodigal cdngé A difper(c@ig finneisgdBorr chafiiizments ure no fign that God'
1t; feattered it as it were in the’ Rand all hile has {0 you, but rather that he is fhewing

life after lived dependant, ahg-
without difgrace and contempt, .

ndlt you @G doing you good. Look to the
| &f ‘Selas that cleanfeth from all fin, - 1f you
arc't'rué%?}‘)"'éniugf@, 1t you truly fubmit to God,
‘you will be much better able to bear corretion
for your fins,  You will then feel calm and re-
figned under the rad, . *I'is a yreat meicy for per-

4
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I might mention other fns ; ‘but ¥ hall concluil
with an addrefs 1 Firft 10 parents, “ana then tf

children, | » they come- tgf bear the 1quities of their youth.

R | l.oolk

¢+ fons to be brought to repent of their fins before

i . ————— .
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Look over your paft lives ; think of your once
grieved parents who are now in-etérnity 3 let your
hearis melt, and [ubmit yourielves to God. =~

g2t 3 you that are parents fhould warn your

children. Reafon with cthem; thew them what

they are Jeoing. Give them advice ; pray with

2id for cham, Bring the cafe often before God,

He has the hearts of all in his hand. He can
fanctify and make your children obedient,

In a word, let your troubles make you fet light

by the worid, -and all things in it. . If ‘your diffi-

“culties are prefling, confider the time is fhert :

They that have children fhould be as tholgh they. '

had none. ' You are not to expe@ your Rappinefs
in this world, but in the next. Give up allearthly
hopes, and prepare for a better world. |

¢ What fhould we with or wait for then,
~“ From crefgures, earth and duft;
- % They make-our expeQtations vain, ;-
. ¢ Andgifappoint our tré”

s Lok 4
f /‘,'” S 1

1L, T addrefs myfelf to you whe

My dezi young friends, your tieme:
Imy.ectant time,  You are now lay
time 1o com,
and, ob, what an harveft will you

fow fo fhall you reap. Now is the time that you.

are © rdcring the ‘uture circumftances of your life,”

What will you choofe to reap ? What wauld you

chovfe to poffels iwenty or [hirtygﬂ.g;a# heace ?
) P . .g::‘a :

L

»
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1 How much comfort miight you be treafuring up
‘% for yourfelves and others. I truft fome of you
& arelaying a good foundation for time to come:
"% Yes, there are fome you$h among us that are
“F bleflings in their families ;, comforgs to their pa-
V¥ rénts; afforu a comfortable profpect to the chuich -
'$* of Chrift. Such youth rejoice the hearts of all good

(. pcople. And hed. .you not all better, far better,

b be of this. happy ptmber ? Had you not better
«Ji ayoid the fins and follics that will caufe troubleand -
‘R wexation in time, to come ! Avoid bad company;
fAfd agzinflt profanenefs; deny and oppofe flefhly
1 lufts, whigh will {urely entail forrow upon you if
J indulged; whacbitterngfs will they be in the latter
4 end. “You arenot only t dread the confequegnces
. this wald, but you are in danger of going to
hell under the weight of ail ydur fins. | |
i8¢ But let me turn your thoughts ;ggn to the -
‘}] principal fubje& of our difcourle. Y& are now, .
& children in familiesgy If you fhoyldglive to have ©
¥ children, how would you chrolé hould con-

duc? Yeukng

4

$#ow vexing, paining, and dif-
Ppnes are.  Can you be cruel to
“cpuie them necdlefs trouble ?

ty ot thirty years hence, it would

ui:
i
Y K
giye
&,

"‘,(.bu tha!l not get. pyr of the ‘hand of God. He

i)

- Bbiniquities of your youth, = Take this advice my

», WG /b.ri.ng you under the rod ; you fhail poffefs the

{ young fricgeds y.i-talk freely with your parents

¥ {omething how afhiable obedient

l the forrow and anguith you -

ou different views of things. ~ You cannot, ' |

——— st e
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ab(mt your prefent:

, sondudly . 'Tis reafopable that
‘you fhould. Endeavour to knew how jour:con-
dué appears to others. Caplulting your parents
may.be an happy .mélins of ‘convincing you of’
 fome miftalegs, and of leadinfy you in the right
o way. Why will you not believe thofe ‘that are
- older and more experienced than you ared . Why
will you not believe them_ that*love you .above
‘what you can-wéll ‘conceivg® Yoyr parents hearts
are boundup in your welfare ¢ they will not deny
you any :thing that they think i for your good.
Why will you not betieve and truft (Gt iwlio &
~made it your duty andsintereft so.obiyo

N Y AL N e s RS A
. Ina Word; feek and ferve the Lord, ?’f you
feek Wm, he wilt be found of you ; aﬁyou will
a¥3/ of Feligion and obedience *to., be
grace. Look to Chriff for the
you have hitherto beem guiley
wigitorgive ;. and.jffhe corrects you in |

condudt

2t o
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