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T HE

PR EVLF A CE
IS zhe duty of every onme to do

what be cany in a rational friendly
manner, 1o proiote the public good and
prevent public calamity.  For a man to
withbold what he thinks would be of public
wtility; is either not 10 be friendly cr not
10 be faithful. Where there are vices or
prejudices and prerfoﬂ ofiony tis not /zéeij
1hat every truih can be properly cxbibited
and urgédy withsut offending. [sme.

My aimn in the follswing difcourfe has
been 1o /pvaé plainly, witbout fear, witd-
cut partiality, without ill-will to any,
with bearty benevolence to the public, nox
as pleafing many but Ged who tries the
beart. If fome things in the fermon
fhould offend a nwumber, 1 fball ot e
difappointed, and if 1he publication fball
be wufeful 10 any, may God have the
clory,
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A SERMON, &

E are called upon by our civil rulers to fet
apart this day for fafting and prayer. We
are called upon by thofe who have the

management or lead in our public affairs—who beft
know, and have the moft comprehenfive view of,
thmgs in thefe United States, We bave re; afon o
blefs God that thofe who go foremoft in adfairs of
ftate will call upon us to apply to God, yea will
lead us to the throne of grace for divine aid.  The
proclamazion points out various particulars that we
ought to bear in mind this day. 1 might rake the
feveral things in the proclamation as fubjeéts of
difcourfe ; and I fhall pay a due regard to what is
there faid : but I hall mention feveral paffages of
fcripture, which I think we may properly have in
view this day, and whicih 1if you pleafe vou may
conflider as my text.

Jer. xxx. 11, Theugh 1 make a full end of arl
saticns whither I heve fw!lomi (oo, yet will T aot
sinake a Jull end of thee : but 1 «il covrell thee i
snecfure, ond will not leave thee altsgetier unpunifped.

Hat Wi 6. Is wot this the foft itlat Ihave cho-
feny to locfe the bands of wickedn:/s, to tindo 1he
beavy burdens, and to let the oppreffed go free, and
that ye brcak every yoke ?

Rom. ii. 1, 3. Thou art insxcufable, O man, “who-
[oever thou art that judgeft : for wherein then judgefs
cicther thou condeineft thyfelf 5 for thoy that szgc'ﬂ

dsft
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doft the fame thing.— And ibink:ft thou this, O man,
that judgef them that do fuch things, and dsft the
Jame, that thou fbalt efcape the judgment of God ?

Deut. xxx. 9 Tbhe Lord will again rejoice over
thee for good, as be rejoiced over thy fatbers, if thou
Sbalt bearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, t0
keep vis commandments and fatutes, and if thou turn
unto the Lord thy God with all thy beart, cnd with
all tbj J;!;?ul. ,

The great and glorious God, who made and
governs the world, has an intuitive view of all
things in Héaven, earth and hell. He has feen
trom the firft how our American troubles came on,
and how they have proceeded. He permits the
Britfh court to opprefs us, and has excited our re-
ientment ; excites us to ftand for our liberties civil
and religious.  We have a great and wife, an holy
and jufl, yeuwmerciful God wapply to.  When we
confider our {infulnefs we fec our need of his infi-
nite mercy, and implore it.  When we view our
conteft with Britain we appeal to the juflice of God
with courage and confidence. By Britain we are
abufed, oppreffed, moft cruelly treated : We have
been forced into this war.  Liberty and other com-
mon rights of mankind we defired. Thele were
denied.  'T'he mott abyedt fubmiffion to unreafonable
terms has been urged upon us. We cannot o
meanly, 1o balely fubmit.  We are contending tor
fiberty.  Our caufe 1s juft—is glorious; mors gio-
rious than to contend tor a kingdom. A caule on
wiaich we may hope for a divine bicfling. ! hough
our contenuon with Great-Britain is fo glorious,
yct nave we reafon to be humbled and abaled betore

| God
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God. We have reaforr to be humble and mourn
for the many fins, the many vices that prevail
among us.  God has a controverfy with us: How
very different from that of Great-Britain ' God moft
righteoully contends and corrects us for our fins :
in this cale we have reafon to fubmut, repent, and
reform. PBritain contends and tl*rcatem ruin 5 In
this cate we juftly vindicate ourfelves, and ought
moft vigoroufly to exert ourfelves in a proper de-
fecnce. I have always had the firmeft belief that
we {hould prevail in our conteft with Britain.  But
I have always thought, and often told you, that
God would fcourge us tor our fins. H’bat fon is
there whom the father chaflens not 2 'Tis common
for God to correct his pcop]c when working dehiver-
ance for them. Thus he often treated Hrael in the
days of the judges. God often makes ufe of the
worft of inftruments to correét his own peorle,
while he calls upon them to repent and reform.
Ged corredts us by Britain, and loudly calls upon
us to repant; while the cruelty of our cnemies,
and the juitice of our caufe, 15 not forgot btf\m,
him. Whiie I am oohged to point out many crying
fins among us, 1 cannot help animating you from
the confideration that we are engzeed oa elorious
czufe : We are nobly contending ror the yood of
rithions yer unborn.  In this caute T would have
you cncouraged and cniboldened, thoush I muit
l=ad your thoughis to fome dxiamccablc mb;cé
TLeve are fins, great and aggraveted fins amon:s
us.  Guod 1 anery and umtcndm;; with ue,  We
are this day calied vpon by our rulers 1ot}
prav—to ceafels and forfale our Los. P he my
f"\;ly

P
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duty to point out the {ins that abound, that are moft
provoking to God, for which he maintains a con-
troverfy with us, and which we fhould fincerely
bewail and {peedily forfake. I {hould be unworthy
to occupy the place of a gofpel minifter, if through
fear, floth, or any thing elfe I fiould neglect to do
this.  And if while thus endeavouring to keep a
good confcience, Ifhould be obliged to point out
fome deficiency in our rulers themieives, I thould
aft in chara&er as a minifter of Jefus Chnft, and a
friend to my country. The finsor vices which in
my view are moft prevalent among ws, and which
*tis proper I fhouid this day point out, and which
call for reformation, are fuch as thefe :

Infideli'y, profane curfing and {wedring, neglect
and contempi of religion ; {elfithnefs, avarice,
and extoruon; fuo; rorting and ercourging
flavery ; criminal languor and neglioence 1n
defence of our civil and facred rights.

. Infdelity, prnfam’ curfing and fw ezmng, nerlesi
tznd centempt of religicn.——1 put all theie tomt' er
becaule they are breaches of the furft table of the
law. They are morc 1mmediately apgainft Ged
Famfelf.  Sins againft God are 1n their own nature
the greateft fins. The greatelt command, as our
faviour {hews u 5, 15 to love or fhow a properregard
to God, The breach of the oreatelt command muft
be the greateft fin, for finis The tranfereffion of the
law. In the Jewifh ftate fins againft God immed:
ately were ordered to be pu“xfhc‘d with death ;3 and
moft reafonably, becaufe that ftate was athe: )rrtcy ;
God was the,rl\m‘*' And fin againft him vasbigh

t,.zf..nu:,,
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treafon, was defpifing and oppofing the chief ma-
giftrate.  And though God does not now require
us to punith thofe fins 1n the fame manner 3 yet he,
the moral governor of the world, is highly of-
tended, and will fooner cr later enter into judgment
for {uch niquity, and will pumﬂ) thole ftates where
fuch {ins abound.  The fin of infdciity, is great and
moft ungratefui. To deny and rejedt the holy
{criptures, which is the voice of God Ipeaking from
heaven to us; to treat it as a forgery and impofture ;
to renounce and blaf fpheme the Saviour who has
died tor cur good, muft be very wicked and pro-
voking, when ’us confidered with what ciear light
and evidence the {cripture 1s conveyed to us; by
1ts own internal excellemy, meft %reeubk to the
divine perfections; by the wonderful and exalt ful-
filtent of ancient and undenmable prophecy and
predittions ; and by a mulutude of the it wone-
deriul and inconteftable iniracles. The fin of in-
fidelity muft appear dreadtul when we canficer the
worth of immoral fouls; an eternity of happinefs
or milery before us 3 when we confider how much
Jefus Chrift has done and fufered for us 3 when
we confider how God has diftinguithed us f1em tiie

heathen, and given us a happy ooporgknmy to fe-
cure our eternal felicite.  This dreadful fin does
awfully abouad in our land . but, blcf’ﬁ:d be Ged, |
trufl I may fay not among our rulers @ Therctor
it does not fo much exp ofe us to m'wml or public
Judgmenta as if the leaders of the people counic-
nancea .

Pmm,.» curfing and frearine ——What f{lall 1
it}’ P 1 heud not iaform sty that 1t exceedingly

abounds.
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abounds. Shall I fay this 1s lefs criminal than in-
fidelity ? probably 1a { .me :nadvertent inftances it
may be. Infidelity is the more deliberate fin: But
to affront God to his face by profaning his facred
name is thocking. To dety, and at the fame time
imprecate the vengeance of the omnipotent, 1s moft
wicked and abfurd. To dare the power and juftice
of God, and call for damnation on themfelves and
others, is tolly and wickednefs beyond what I am
able to exprefs.  God himfelf has declared that be
will not hold them guiltlefs who take bis name in vain.
No fin has lefs temptation ; no fin 1s lefs excufable;
fcarce any {in fhews a more hardened and 1mpeni-
teot heart,  What an amazing increafe of this fin
in our land in a few years ! What an increafe of it
in our army fince it was firt conftituted! T hen
profane curfling and {wearing was forbid Aer
proper penalties: See che rules and articles of the

. Congrefs tor regulating the army. Not only was
-that'vice forbid, but for a tume {fome confliderable
regard was fhown to thofe arucles. Bur, alas!
how little thought of and regarded now, not only
by the common foldiers, but by fome, may 1 nac
fay many, of the officers themielves.  Not only in
our army, but through our land, God 1s daily af-
fronted and provoked by many thoufads who i
that impious manner fet thar mouths againit the
Heaveas.

Neglet and contempt of religicn. or things [cerea.
«——The day that God requires us to fet apart to
himfelt 1s difregarded and profened.  He that has
a right to difpofe of all our ume, aliows us hy
days in feven for our own cmployments and re.

creations,
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creations, and sequires us to devote one to himfelf,
.How ungrateful and wicked to rob him of tnis !
and yet how common. Not only the fabbath, but
religious people and religious exercifes are treated
with contempt. . The houfe of God, and the wor-
fhip ot God are defpifed. The man that confcien-®
tioufly fcruples to comply with fafhionable vices 13
Jhunned, 1s treated with a fneer if not hooted at.
Oh! how valuable, rather invaluable are the means
of grace. If we have immortal fouls, if God has
opened a way for our falvation by Chnft, what an
unfpeakable privilege is it to have a day and ferfon
of grace; and what a provocation to have all chat
God has done for us neglected and defpifed. By
the work of redemption God defigned chiefly to
difplay and illuftrate his perrections in our world ;
and by our compliance with the metheds of his
grace, and a cordial obedience to his law, we-glo-
rity him. How provoking then to difregard all
that God has done for us, and treat religion with
contempt. God has diftinguithed vs from the
heathen, and may we not fear that by defpifing
cur privilege God may fay of us as ot Ifrael of
old. Amos iil. 2. You only have I known of all the
femily of the earth, therefore will I punifb you for ali
your Iniquily.

L. Selfifbnefs, avarice, and cxtortior abound, and
cry to Heaven againft us.——The {elfilhnefs 1 mean
is that which is oppofite to public fpiritednefs and
general benevolence.  This i1s really the root of all
the vices in the world ; more immediately of thofe
which hurt our fellow creatures, A felfith perfon

will promote his own private intereft at the expence
B of
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®

of the public. He will irjure and opyrefs others
10 2dvance hinfelf, if he thinks he can do i1t with
impunity. This narrow {ordid difpefition has
abundantly appeared of late, at a ume when we
_have all had the loudeft calls to deny felt, and ex-
“ert ourfelves for the common good. But inft:a

of a public {pirnit which fhould have been :he miov-
ing principle in us all, there has in many appeared
the moft infatiable avarice, and a greedy grafping
at every thing within their reach; endeavouring, ac
th: expence of the public, to draw every thing
p<ifible into the narrow circle of feif. Hence the
moft fhamelefs barefaced extortion; taking ad-
vantace of others neceflity ; demanding a mcft
exorbitant price for the commodities of life, efpe-
cially the moft fcarce and neceflary articles.  1f we
do not endeavour -in fome good meafire to do as
we would be dene by, and confider our ncighbours
with whom we deal, as being a part of the fame
bady with ourfelves, and to be advantaged as well
as ourfelves, we are not fit to be members of civil
focicty,  God with indignation beholds our felfifh,
avaricious, cppreflive pratice : And we may well
fuppole that for this, among other evils, he correéls
us by continuing the war upon us. What fays the
feriprure, 1 Thell v, 6. That no man go beyond or
delyaud Fis brother in any malter, becaufe that the
L.ord is the avenger of all fuch. Our continving in
thus felfithy uniriendly, cruel practice, under the
rod of God, while his judgments are abroad in the
land, 1s an aggravation of our {in; and fhews a
perverfe, incornigible difpofition, and is an 1m-
plicit juftification of curfelves 1n our evil ways,

“Tis

-
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*Tis an aggravation of the {in of oppreflion, and
extortion at this time, that ’tis praltifing the fame
thing that we {o loudly complain of in the condu‘t
of Great-Britain toward us. Britain would have
been at peace with us could they have extorted
from us every thing which they thought proper.
And thofe among us who act upen the principle of
getting what they can from others by taking ad-
vantage of their wants and weaknefs, are pratifing
the fame thing which we are now oppofing ia
Great-Britain, and which 1s the ground of that
cruel war which this country 1s now, and has fo
long a time been bleeding under. 71 hefe extorti-
nnersand oppreflors among ourfelves, would, if cir-
cumftances concurred and tavoured, aét ascruelly
as the Britfh mimftry has done. God fees and
weighs the condut of our Briuth opprefiors, and
the cendudt of extortioners ameng ourfelves.  His
judgments will fooner or later, in this world or the
next, moft dreadfully overtake the guilty.  Let us,
let the inhabitants of the land fear and takhe warn-
ing ; repent and reform that we may not continue
under the divine difpleafure, and fall under {til
Leavier yjudgments.  The felfith fordid difpofition
that I have mentioned has no dovbt produced that
criminal langucr and negligence in the defence of
our civil and facred rights which the proclasation
mentions. Are we not too remifs in carrying on
the war ? Does it not proceed from a {elfifh con-
tradted principle ¢ Are we not too fearful of ex.
pending our property in the public caufe ? is thers
rot a too genera! difpofition to fhrink away from
tac employment or expence of the war, hoping i

AV 1 l
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will fucceed weil, and end well, without our moft
vigorous exertion ? But furely we are every way
called upon to exert ourfelves in the prefent conteft.
The importance of the cauie calls upon us; the
danger arifing from remifinefs calls upon us ; our
fellow creatures {uffering in prifons and other con-
finements calls upon us ; our religion and civii li-
berty are at ftake ; yea, our all is at ftake: If we
do not fucceed we are undone. And fhall we at
fuch a time as this, by a mean felfithnefs, avarice,
and extortion, not only fhrink back from fo good
and great a caufe, but even fuck the blood, and
tear out the bowels of our country. Our exiortion
really tends to this.

I11. Supporting and encouraging flavery, is one of
the greal and crying evils among us. Can 1t be
believed that a people Lontendmo for hiberty fhould,
at the fame time, be promonng and fupporting
flavery 2 What foreign nation can believe that we
who o loudly complam of Britain’s attempts to
oppreds and enflave us, are, at the fame time, vo-
funtanly holding mulntudes of fellow creatures 1n
abjelt ﬂ.ive"y and that while we are abundantly
declaring that we efteem liberty the greateft of all
earthly blemnfrs ° I cannot but think, and muft
declare my fcntxments, that the encouraging and
iupporting negro flavery 1s a crying {in in our  land.
In our conteft with Britain how much has been faid
and publithed in favour of liberty ? In what horr:d
colours has oppreffion and flavery been painted by
us ! And is it not as great a fin for us to pratilz
1t as for Britain ? Thou that [ayeft a man fhould no!
Jtealy doft thou fieal ? Is not the hard yoke of flavery

tele
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fclt by negroes as well as by white people? Are
they not fond of liberty as well as others of the
human race ? Is not freedom the natural unaliena-
ble right of all ? What fay the Congrefs in their
declaration of independency ? ¢ We hold thefe
truths to be felf evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their creator with
certain unalienable rights, that among thefe are
life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs : that to
fecure thefe rights governments are inftituted.”—
Thus the Congrefs. If liberty is one of the na-
tural and unalienable rights of all men, as doubt-
lefs it is; if ’tis felf-evident, 5. e. fo clear thar it
needs not proof, how unjuft, how inhuman, for
Britons, or Americans, not only to attempt, but
actually to violate this right ? Britain is attempting
to violate it; we in America have a long time been
in the a%tua! violation of it. I have obfcrved that
fins againft God direétly, are, in their own nature,
the greateft fins; yet there may be fome particular
fins againft fellow creatures (which are alio fins
againft God) efpecially cruelty, fo circumftanced,
and fo aggravated, as to be the moft crying fins of
a particular pzople. Thus the tranfgreflions of
Damafcus, Gaza, Tyre, Edom, Moab, anu Am-
mon, for which God entered into judgment, and
would not turn away their punithment, were cru-
¢lty to fellow creatures ; becauir they throfbed
Gilead with infruments of irsm, cavricd away the
whole captivily to deliver them to their ememies, pur-
Juedwith tbe [word, caft off pity, ript up the women
with child, and burmt tle bemes of kings into lime.
Amos firft and fecond chapters. And 1 cannhq: ltmt
think
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think cur practifing and patronizing negro {lavery,
1s the moft crying fin m our land. And that on
this account, mere than any one partcular thing,
God maintains his controverfy with us. The rea-
fons why 1 think fo are two : Firft, becaufe ’tis 2
moft cruel, mnuman, unnatural fin, molt direltly
contrary to the whoie law of God comprehended
1n love, to love our neighbour as ourfelf, and do as
we would be cone by. The flaves have never for-

eited their right to freedom ; ’us as the Congrefs
fay, a natural right, and an unalienable one. And
if ’tis taken away, *us vioiently taken. The Apotlle
PYaul ranks men flealers (which 1s the fin we are
guilty-of by the negro ﬂavcr) ) with murdevers of
Jathcrs and szzidevers of mathers, whore-mongers,
defilers of themfelves with mankind, liars, pers ’fnd
perfons, &c. 1 Tim.i. 9. Secondly, beczufe ’us
openly and avowedly doing that which we are con-
tending agnintt with our Britfh enemies, and look
upon {o unjuit and crocl in them. The whole of
the prefer:t war, and all our ftruggles under it, ana
our futferings and hardthips by 1t, are to oppoie
and [hun hat from others, which we are tolerating
and practifing ourfelves, and that in a greater de-
~gree than our enemies are attempung. It we were
not blinded by finful felt-intereit, and criminal
partiality, we could not but {ee and feel the force
of the Apoftles realoningin Rom. 2. Thew art in-
excufable, O nian , r wherein thou Juagelt another
thou condemncft t/> /ﬂf for they that judgeft doft
the [ame tbzno' /Ind thinkeft thou this, () many that
qudpeft them which do /ucL things, and Joft the fame,
i1t thou Sealt efcape the _/im’om(’ﬂt ef God,  Thoi

tha!
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that preacket a mian, Srould not jlea., coff tosu
feal 2 Thon that fayefp a san, fhos!d not ccinmit
fdu’ter- dofft thou commit adultery 2 Thou that ab-
horreft zdo.J doft thou coinmit jacrz’ege ¢ Thou that
makqﬁ thy boa/i of the law, through ireaking the law
difhonourch thou God ? Thefe words thew that we
cannot expeit to efcape the judzments of heaven
unlefs we reform and are more confiftent. We are
condemned out of our own mouth, and ! by our own
practice.  How often has it been faid N our day
that lnbcrty 1s the greatelt human blefiag 5 and
hat s opprefiive and cruel to deprive us of 10?2
How oft has 1t been faid that flaverv s more to b:
dreaded than death ? On how many liberty poles 5
on how many garments and ornaments worn pub-
Idv, have becn infcr lde thele rmr\aa\.k:{‘a WO -
Liberty e Deoth I How a vt thele words found i
the ears of thote that are held in favery L7 ows ®
How mult they found in the cars of all mpariad
perfons ? Efpecially how mult they wipenr to thes
great governor of the worH who s noselnelier of
peirfons, but will jt}d"ﬂ: a1} perfens by the law o f
hberty and equity 7 Tam perfecded thoe anie?
American Stazes mud, and will arg.n uneer the
afilicting hard of God, till we reiorm in this mei-
ter.  And our cale loom the carkor in this reiped,
that "us an evil wiich the le ull arure mihe runnm.
Sins and vices, that creep " AMONG D oplc, IR
laws and magiftrates arc ovnemlly dgam’t th
are not o threatning to a ftaie ; burif the politicad
head is fick, and t‘le heart t.i nt, the danger
greater.  Llow juftly mizht God {47 1o us Chis duv,
as 1o Irael of old, Is thiy ihe feaft that ] b oo
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fen 2 To what purpofe is the multicudes of your fup-
plications 2 Woen you [pread forth your bands 1 will
bide my eyes from you 5 your kands are full of op-
preflion and f{lavery. Put away the evil of your
doings from before mine eyes, feek judgment, relieve
the oppreffed flave. Is not this the feajt that 1 have
chofen, to locje the bands of wickednefs, to undo tie
beavy burdens, to let the opprefled ge free: The op-
preficd flaves : And that ye break every yeke.
aoubt not but we may fucceed againft our Britifh
oppreflorseven if we fhould not free ourfelves from
the guilt of enflaving others.  The caufe of Britain
is moft unjuft, and our conteft with .them is meft
righteous. But however we may be free from Bri-
tith oppreflion, I venture to fay, we fhall have
inward convulilons, contentions, oppreflions, and
vartous calamities, fo that our liberty wiil be un-
('mn’rormi,l tli we wafh our hands from the guile
of negro Javery. And our negleting to rctorm
in this matter may protract the war to a diftrefling
length, though we fhall fucceed in the end. And
now how righicous is it in God to permit opprefiion
ond extortion to prevail. Isic not a pumfhment
for our much worie oppieflion of the flaves.
Thouga the emancipation of the flaves ought
to be manage:d by the legiflatures, yet the mafters
of flaves need not wait tor that.  1f thole mafters
had a true {pirit of treedom ; if they abhored the
very nature of flavery, they would foon free them-
felves from fuch a biot in the charatter of frcemen.
I know tiicre are many in our land, who are {enfible
of this evil, and wilh 1t remedied 3 but they are
generally w~rIcns not {g :nmcdxatdy guilty, not
being
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being pofieiled of flaves, and they are ready to 1.y,
what can we do ? Let me obferve, that there ought
to be petitions from the friends of liberty in every
county to the legiflatures of the feveral ftates, hum-
bly requeiting them to take this matier under con-
fideration. If the legiflatures would come into
proper meafures to free the fluves in fome fuitable
time, it would free our country from a load of
ouile: I fay 1n fome fuitable time, for I {uppofe it
fhould not be done at once, but orwu‘\lly
I know ’us objected, that this is not 2 proper

time, that this cannot be entered upon 1n this frate
of war and confufion. But let me olicrve, that
if this is one caufe of God's controverly with us,
ard of his conunuing to frown upon us, the pre-
fent 15 the moft proper time to confider and redts fy
this matrer, that 1t may be a means ot frezing us
from our calamities. We might as well fay that we
cannot, 1n this difficult tume, rave men for our
army, becaufe we are fo {traightencd tor help, and
need cur men at home 3 whereas this is the time In
which 1t muft be done. To fay this 1s nor the
praper time for our legiflature to confider the emun-
cipation of our flaves, 1s, in my view, as abfurd as
for a fick man to fay his ftomach is fo out of order
that he cannot now take a diagrccable niedicine,

but will wait ull be 1s better, and can take it with-
out fuch difficulty. I know there are many imag-
nary difficulties, and many objeétions raifed, byt ’ts
eafy to get over them all except fuch as arife from
ielt-intereft, and thofe will not eafily be gotover®

C If
* Many piars mignt be offered for emancipating the iluves - Tt
it would be of any unportance I would offer one in a ;un{cnp

.t may be no one plan would {uit every flate ; fume right chysle
e, and others another,
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If we had a clear, rational view, of the worth,
nature, and importance of freedom; if we had a
proper view of the criminal nature of enflaving
others; if we had a proper view of that tribunal,
where jadgment will pals without any refpe&t to
perions, by the law of loving others as our {elves,
we fhould eafily get over all the difficulues that
are in the cafe.

I would think as favourably asI can, concerning
the guilty ftate of my country, which I moft hear-
tily with to p ofper and enjoy the divine fmiles. I
would excufe and extenuate, as far as poflible, the
unnatu-al fin of holding fellow creatures in per-
petual bondage. I fuppofe the fin 1s lefs agora-
vated. becaufe 'tis by many not thought to be a f{in,
and becaufc ’tis fo common. Tis like the polygamy
of the ancient patriarchs. That was a common
evil, and not duly confidered. To marry {feveral
wives, and have a concubine or miftrefs befide,
was an urnaural evil, as God has created an equal
number of ecach fex. And for a perfon of a reli-
glous character to live in that practice now, would
be {fcundalous, and thought to be impious; and
very juit y.  Yet this fin in itfelf is by no means {o
grea’, fo unnatural, {o cruel, and {o provokin: to
God, as it 1sto keep in perpetual bondage ‘thofe
who have a natural right to freedom, and have not
forfeited 1t Polygamy of old was a commuan fin
and not duly confidered : And flavery being fo
con.cuon now, and not duly weighed, may exte-
m e, but will not free from gwilt, I have reafon
to hope this matter will be confidered and reme-
died, and that God will turn t0 us w mercy and

] | profper
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profper us. We fhould not be difcouraged, but
repent and exert ourfelves in the caufe of liberty,
both againft Britain and among ourfelves. I know
fome ferious people, hearty friends to our country,
are difpofed to fink into difcouragements when
they view the many vices among us, the frowns of
God upon vs, and how few there are that pay any
regard to the tokens of his difpleafure. The
abounding of vice, and infenfibility under the rod
of God, 1s certairly the darkeft afpect in our public
affairs. But ftill we may encourage ourfelves in
the goodnefs of God, and every cne, as far as his
influence extends, attempt a reformation, beginning
with felf. God is yet waiting to be gracious ; he
deals with usas with a people whom he defigns to
{fave and not deftroy. Though he correéts, yet he
fhews us many favours. He remarkably appears
for us, and prevents our ruin; yea, gives us advan-
tages againft our enemies. We fhould conflider
that correction is no fign of reje¢tion. Things are
yet in our favour. Though the war is protracted,
and we are {o long held under the rod, vet all things
fhail be for the beft in the end. Nothioyg lefs than
what we have {uffered would have done for us.
Nothing lels would have made fufficient], deep im-
preflion on us and on polterity.  Nothing lefs would
have ¢iven us and potterity a view of the worth of
the privileges we contend for.  How often is it re-
¢ rded oy koghthnien that their anceftors have
w ucd throdeh rivers of biond to enjov the privi-
leves of treenen. Qur prcfcnr difhculties will be
recollected with advantagze to the end ot ume. If
God 1s contending with us, yet he deals with us as
children
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children for whom he defigns mercy: We have
many tokens for good. ’Tis encouraging that our
rulers regard religion, acknowlege the providence
ot God, and call upon us to feek him, to repent
and reform. And if they are dehczcnt in fome
things, yet they uprightly mean to difcourage evil,
and promote virtue; and whereunto they have not
attained, delire that even this may be (hewn unto
them. I cannot but hope this day may be in fome
meafure " -ch a faft as God has chofen.

Some peopleare apt (o think we have no reafon
to expect, and can fcarce pray for an outward
olefling, while fo many vices abound among us.
Irdeed we have reafon to be humbled and mourn,
realon to repent and reform ; but that we may not
fink 1nto difcouragements confider, that God who
is infinite in goodnefs, waits long to be gracious,
and may y=t try us with mercy as a means to lead
us to repentance. We may well pray for his inci-
citul daterpobition, that being delivered out of the
bands of cur enenies, we may Jerve bim in righle-
eufnefs and bolinefs all the days of cur life.  Will
fore atk, what 1l we fhould not return to God by
repentance and reformation, but that we ihoulo.
conitpue 1n fin, and vice continue to abound, as it
has dere two or three years paft? 1 anfwer, that
wru.Li be truly law’nt.ﬂm', and a very dark hign,

at would ntich damp our hopes.  God forbid it
.’~)' Vb But in dhat cafe, I thould expect
rhat ¢ Lo would vet try us with a mixture of mer-
ces and corredtions, That we thould be delivered
v Broth tyranny, and have plenty in our land,
virnonternal comtiotions, divifions, convulfions,

oppreflions,
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opprefions, and other diffculties, while God gave
us a {pace to repent and rccarm, which, if after
all we fhould refufe to do, we fhould be ripening
for heavy judgments in fome future ume. And
how long an infinitely merciful and long fuftering
God may deter ihofe judgments, we know not.
1 cannot but hope, vea believe, that after the war
1s over we fhall fet curfelves to reform many things
that are amifs among us, {lavery not excepted. I
muft believe this great event, this imporeant ftrug-
ele for liberty, mﬂ, in the end, be a meansof put-
ting an end to negro {lavery 1n this land, ard w
rmany other opprefliors a-d xmpuﬁt ons, wiich a
ftate of hiberty i1s adapted to throw off and refitt.,
Our flruggle for hberty 1s attended to through
the world.  All eyes are upon us; and all that are
not fcif-intercfled, or gr:e'.ouf‘\ Impoicd on by
quaxcwrwtmm think cur cauls is jutl, and wiin
us fuceels.  Should we obtaa our end, this land
of liberty could not be fo invonbiltens, could not
with any face continue and-furport flavory, ;xr.\i
ether op prr‘hom contrary 0 4 ”Jtu of :\, O

On the whole, my fiends, we Lave the greatest

reafon to reform our Lives, trottin Ged, and exers
ourfelves inour couniry’s cavte wita full conflence

,‘ A‘ “
ci fuccels.

My dear fiten: ia‘ Calinot leave vou without i
repeated earnelt exhortaton repentance and -
formation.  Infdeliryg prua..nmcis contemit O

divine things, avarice, oppiceffion and exroron,
are provoking to God.  andat God be againit us,
who can eventually Le for vs 2 Ml our exertions
will be to ro purpole it Gud dees not favour us.
Jisw
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How eafily can he difappoint all our fchemes and
attempts * How eafily can he jend a ficknels that
will {weep away our army ¢ How eafily can he de-
prive us of the fruits of the earth, and caufe a fa-
mire ? How eafily can he give fome unexpetted
fuccefs to our enimies ? How righteoufly might he
leave us to fuch contentions and animofities among
outfelves as would divide and deftroy us ? In all
thefe ways, and manv others, he has in tmes paft
difappointed the hopes of thofe he has chathiied or
deftroyed. Letus then be deeply fenfibic how re-
ceflary ’us that God be for us.  Thar w2 be fucha
people as he will delightin and blefs : That we be
reicrmed, humble, aad benevolent. If God be
tor us, we necd ot fear any that are, or can be
acaintt us. What a hﬂppv lard will this be, 1f "us
a land of true rehoion ! it will then be 2 jard cf
lx Certy, of peace, and pienty. We fhall then live
in love and peace among ourfelves : And many
from other neuons will fleck to us as the meit
nappy peopie on the face of the earth.  Were ever
peop} more loudly, aore kindly, and compai-
onattly called upon to repent aad turn to God'!
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P. S. Plan or Scceme for cnzrapating Siaves.

ANY plans or fchemes might be mentioned,

but the foilowing is propofed as moft fa-
vourable to the owners of f{laves,*and as freeing
them gradually, year after year, which in many
rcfpc&s might be bett for them, and for the coun-
tryv, viz. All that fhall hc'cafter be born, and all
that are now under five years old, fhould be free,
the males a: twenty-one years old, and the females
at eighteer. All above five years, and under ten
vears of zge, to be free, tife males ut twenty-three
ycars, aad the females at twenty years of age.
All above ten, and vnder 15 years old, male and
female. to be free at twenty-five years old. All
bciween ficteen and twenty years old, to be free in
eight years from this ame. All between twenty
and cwenty-five, ta be free in feven years trom this
tlm-. All between twenty-five and thirty, to be

trecin fix years.  All between thirty aud <hirry-five,
tc be frec 1n five years. Al between thirty-five and

forty, to be free in four years. All between forty
and forty five, to be free in three years. Alli be-
tween fortv-five and fifry, to be free in two years.
All between fifty and fixty, to be free in one year.
And 21l tbove fixty to ferve during lite, in order
to be uken care of and provided for by their
owners.

In ths plan {Gme would become free in one year,
others n two, ozhers 1. three, and {o on.

Tk owners might from prificiples of equntv and
bercvolence, free many of them in a much fhorier

tme than is here mentiorned, and no doubt many
‘ouid.






