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76 THE READER,

H E Subftance of the following Piece.
" was drawn up by a Friend to
American Liberty, to oblige a few
of his Friends, fome of whom were for, and:
others againft a Reconcilidtion with Great-
‘Bmam ; they on both Sides freely perufed
it in Manufcript, and as the principal Sub-
~ je@ of it is become a general Subjet of
Converfation, is in itfelf very.important,
and ought to'be deljberately weighed before.
’tis determined ; it appeared to fome of the .
Perfons into whofe hands the Manufcript
had fallen, that it would be proper to have.
it laid before the Public ; accordingly they
fent it to the Printer. And" ;hough this is.
chiefly on one Side of the %eﬂlon, yet.
they would be willing to fee the Argu-
ments on the other Side calmly and ration-,
ally urged, and the Subject.fet to View
in its full Light.

' As a Matter of fuch Importance fhould,
be well weighed before its determined, and,
cannot be well. weighed and confidered,
unlefs the Reafons on both Sides are pro-
perly viewed; ’tis proper the Reafons on,
both Sides fhould be fairly exhibited,

~
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of AMERICA, containing, Remarks on a late
Pampllet, entited COMMON SENSE: wherein
are Thewn, that the Scheme of ndependence is Ruinous,
Delufive, and Impradicable: That were the Author’s.
Afleveritions, Refpe@ing the Power of AMERICA,
as Real as Nugatory ; Recoficiliation on liberal Principles
withGRE AT BRITAIN, would be exalted Policy :
And that circumftanced as we are, Permanent Liberty,

ard True Happinefs, can only be obtained by Réconcili.

ation with that Kingdom.,
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KNI

 ON THE
RECONCILIATION
OF :
GREAT BRITAIN

AND THE
COLONIES

. RECONCILIATION bétween Great

Britain and the Colonies, has been
 much in the thoughts of the Ameri-
" cans. At the beginning of the war it was
ardently defired in general, if not by all ;
but now it is not defired, but feared by ma-
ny; and it has become a public inquiry
whether it is beft there fhould be a recon-
ciliation, or a proper feparation, and we in
America be independent. It certainly muft
be agreeable to all rational' people -to have
the war properly terminated. But how
fhall it be done? It certainly will be very
difficult to heal the breach that has been

made, and bring’ the war to a proper end

and iffue. . It was begun, and has been
carncd on in fuch a maner, that the ter-

mmatlon
N
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_mination of it, muft be peculiarly dlﬂicult. |
. Whenever the fettlement of our aflairg is,
attcmptcd it thould be with great delibe
ration aad calmnefs. - Self-intereft, party
- fpirit, heats and animofitjes thould havg no
part in a matter of fo great importance.
To terminate the prefent war, to deter-
mine the nghtg and privileges of America,
and fettle its civil government, is a moft
momentous affair. it is to do the work of
ages ; it fhould. not be done fuddenly. AllL
poffible light and affiftance fhould be afford=
" ¢d to thofe that manage the bufinefs. It is
really too much to truft to any number of
men, as rep(cfentauvcs, if it could poffibly
be avoided. Jf it was poffible, it would
be beft the whole continent fhould give
théxr voice in the matter; But a few no
doubt muﬁ: be trufted with this mtercﬂmg
concern ; “and they will doubtle(s find it a
weight that they will be ready to groan un-
der, if they are impartial and falthful men,
as I truft thcy will be. 1t is fo great an
qffair, that 1t (hould W;th C"utxon be en-
trufled to any men. Their is' danger of
men, There is .danger that they may be
miftaken, or biafled, or fome way infla-
enced to take a w:cng meafure. If Bntam
condefcends. to treat with America, by ge-
peral cgngtefs, or any rcprcfentatxv:s of
: Qurs,



RECONCILIATION. ¢ -
burs, the will no doubt ufe all poffible art,
proffer many favours, nor' will her money
be hid from thofe that are entrufted to fettle
the affair. . In this view we have more rea-
fon to fear the mroney and favours of Bri-
tain, than her arms, and ‘open oppofition.
Thofe have often done more fatal execation
than thefe. But we have reafon to hope :
Our congrefs has done worthily. They
‘have nobly expofed their lves and eftates
in the caufe of liberty, and defence of their
country; and fhall they, or any others that
may come in their room, give up our pri-
vileges ? God forbid ! I truft it will not be.

It was juft now faid, that if poffible the
whole continent fhould fettle our' affairs ;
but fince it muft be done by reprefentatives,
they fhould as much as poffible know the
minds of the people in general. For this
teafon among others, it thould not be done
haftily. Whenever an accommodation is
propofed, it would be well for every coun-
try, if not city and town, to publith their
~ views of fentiments of the thing, as was.
done refpe&ing our liberties at the begin-
ring of our prefent troubles. Then, almoft
every county, and many towns met and
publithed their refolves, concerning our
rights and privileges, which thing greatly

tended to unite and: ftrengthen the whote
/ - continent.

i
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continent,  Something  fimilar. might beé
~ done now, or\;when inatters are about to be
fettled.
.~ The fettlement of American government
being as we hope for ages, or even to the
end of timé, we may well take time for it;
ufe all proper means, and get all pofiible
. light. For this reafon it might be proper; -
- that a number of, pieces thould be publithed -
on the occafion,- with calmnefs, temper
and found reafoning. There will be differ-
ent fentiments, and- which all may publifh
. with candour, and offer their reafops fairlys
The grand inquiry is; concerning the iffug
of the war; in what way and mapner it
muft be accomplithed, -or attempted; of
how we fhall fettle matters with Great Bri-
tain? And here an interefting and impar-
tant inquiry occurs, :viz., Shall we be re-
conciled.to Great Britain, fo as:to be under
her government, or. fhall we be indepen-
dent ? To determine this, another queftioa
arifes, viz. Have we a right to be indepen-
dent? We all believe an over-ruling provis
dence; we bhave appealed and applied to
God in our prefent ftruggle ; we believe
that the fovereign of the upiverfe, the
judge of all the earth, difpofes of nations
and kingdoms, and that fooner .or later he
- will vifit for iniquity. We . have .reafon
. v therefore

i



RECONCILIATION. ¢
therefore to view the equity of our pro-
teadings, and inquire whether we have &
tight to be independent. . :
- The Gueftion then is; Has Britain for-
feited her'right to our dépendence; fo that
fhe cannot in juftice claim it; nor we be
under any obligation to fubmit to it?- It is
certaii we were once deperident; and under
Britith governmeat; it is a proper enquiry
then,r How can we b& independent? - To
kaow whether Britdin has forfeited her
right ta aur dependence; * we muft a little
confider the nature of civil government.—
1n a ftite of natare; ds in the firft dges of
the world, dr before mankind were. formed
into facictied for civil government; every
man Had a right to enjoy himfelf; and the.
wark of his hands, and what he took in
~ bunting; &c. if he injured not any of his
fellow creatures; who had. the fame right:
And id that ftate of nature; each midn had
a right to defend and vindicate himfelf, if' .
affaulted or injured by others. Bt when
men were formed into civil focieties, each
ipan gave up this right to defend and vindi2
cate himfelf, to judge arid detetrmine in hig
own cale, and left all thié to the civil ma-
giftrate ; and the duty and proper bufinefs
- of the civil magiftrate, was; is, and ever wiil _

‘ , R bs
% See the appendix at the end. '

. ’
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be, to defend and protect thc people, in.the
peaceable enjoyment of their propertxes and
privileges.

The whole defign of civil goverament or
magiftracy, is the good of the people. A
magiftrate as fuch, has no right or autho-

e

. rity but from the peOple. It is true 2 man

. inay in a tyraonical and . arbitrary manmer,
aflume power over others, and oblige them
to fubmit, as has often been the cafe ; and
the pcople may think proper fo to do, and
this their fubmiffion may become a fort of
compa&, and the ruler and ruled be mutu~
ally bound te each other. But flill the pro-
_per end and defign of magiftracy, is the
good of the people, and in reafon and equi-
ty it cannot be any thjog elfe. This is fo
ealy that I need not enlarge. A magiftrate
then by cffice, and by oath, if there is an
oath in the cafe, is bound to defend his
fubjes in the enjoyment of their proper-
ties.and privileges, and people are bound
to him only in confequence of this, or in
. conne&ion with it. To fuppofe gtherwife
would be to deftroy allliberty and property,
and to promote the moft abfolute tyranny 5
but I need not infift, for thxs is out of du-

pute:
Tocome to the cafc in hand ‘then, let us
fuppole that Britain, or any other kingdom,
had
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had a part of its dominions, an ifland, or
continent, lying at a diftance, America for
- inftance. That this fhould be attacked by
a foreign enemy; upon which America
cries to Britain the fource of national pow-
er, for protection and defence. Britain re~
gards not, prote@s not, but leaves them to
the rage and fury of their enemy, by whom
America is at length overcome and fubdued,
when Britain-had it in her power to have
afforded help, prote@ted and faved them.
After fome time,. by fome means America
extricates itfelf out of the hand of the ene-
my, and defends herfelf, Has Britain, afa
ter this, a right'to govern America, and.
require fubmiffion to-her authority ? Would
not Britain’s sight to American government
~ and dependence be forfeited ? The cafe -is
clear ; Britain did not her duty to prote&
and defend, but left America ta be fubdued
by another, and America is thereby entire-
ly free from Britith authoricy.

Again, let us fuppofe a cafe, that when,

America bad been thus attacked, and left
deflitute of Britith prote@ion, America was
not fubdued by the enemy, but after a long
fruggle, while Britain had opportunity to
interpofe, but would hot, the Americang
fhould get the better of their enemies,
though at a vaft expence of blood and trea-
T ... fure;

1

=
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{ure; would America, after that, be uddeg
. any obligation to fubmit to Britith authoris-
ty ! By no means. America had not the
- protection that was her duc, but cxpendcd‘
her own blood and treafure, and no thdnks
to Britain fhe was not wholly deﬁroycd.
.Agam, fuppofe that inftead of leaving Ame-
rica to the depradation, of a foreign ene-
my, Britain herfelf thould a& the part of.
an enemy ; ‘refufe us the' pnvnlcgcs which
are ours by confhtut;on, feize our proper-
ties, and deprive us of our mutual rights ;
- in which cafe America cxpoﬁulates, pleads,
{ubmits to ail equxtable ;mpoﬁnons, whlch
are according to conlitution, ‘begs fhe may
be relieved, and not driven to extremities ;
but Britain proves deaf to entreaties, feizes
our properties, and dcprwcs us of our pri-
vxlegcs by which means America is obliged
to defend herfelf, by force,” which in. the
reafon and nature of thmgs, ﬂ:e has a nght
to do. That in this cafe ‘'we have a right
to defend ourfelyes, is determined by the
. declaration and condu& of thefe colonies i in
the prefent ﬁruggle, therefore will not now
" be difputed by Americans.¥
To proceed then fuppofe in this firuggle
America ﬂxould aftcr fpilling much blood,
and
* I do not pretend to reafon with profeffed tories, bul;
thh thofe that allow, that we have nghtcouﬂy and proper-
ly taLen l,xp arms in our defence
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#nd expending much treafure, get the bet-
ter of Britain and prevail till Britain choofes
to ceafe hoftilities : would America then be
under obligation to fubmit to Britith go-
vernment ? Every rational perfon would
fay, that Britain had forfeited her right tq
American dependence. There can be no
more reafon why we fhould fubmit to
 Britain, after the had a&ed the partof a -

. cruel enemy herfelf, than if fhe had lefe (

America to the rage of a foreign encmy.
Yea much lefs reafon.

I have only one cafe more to fuppofe ;
Should Britain proceed againft America, as
in the laft fuppofition, till the had putus to
much expence, fhed much of our beft
blood, burnt our fca port towns, deptived
us of our trade, and means of livelihood,
but when the found it would not anfwer to
proceed againft us to bring things to a crifis
by the fword, fhould propofe a reconciliati-
on, by our being under her government; are
we obliged in juftice to comply ? Has the a
right to require it? This is our cafe. What -
obhges us to fubmit to Britith goverment !
1t is not for want of will and difpofition,
in her that fhe does not proceed againft us
to the utmoft. She has endeavoured to
cruth us, and expeed that what fhe has
donc weuld have accomplithed it. Britain

- exps@ed
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expe@ted by her armed force, the Fifhery
Bill, and others of the fame cruel kind, by
ftarving and blood fhed, to have reduced us
. to an entire fubmiffion. She has acted di-
rectly contrary to all her obligaticns to pro-
te@ and defend us, moft unjuftly pro-
nounced us rebels, and treated us as fuch : #
She propofed to bring the body of the
people into fubjection, and fet the heads of
fome of the chiefs; upon Temple Bar.
‘Let her dreadful and bloody treatment of
us, againft all our cries and petitions for
lenity, along time prefented, appear in its
proper light, and ftand full'in view, as it
ought s and 'in that view judge whether
fhe has forfeited her right to our depen-
dence and government, and whether it is
neceflary in point of equity for us to fubmit,
But if Britain has forfeited her right,
and we are at liberty in point of equity to
3 : be

* And is flill treating us as rebels, How ftrange is it
that Britain fhould declare us rebels, feize our effets,
gnd try .evc_ry' way to hurt us, at the famé time that the
propofes an accommodation, and appoints Commiffioners
to treat with us ! Is it not evident that the commifiion
for an accomodation is nothing but a tham, defigned to
blind the people in England and keep them quiet, while
they are made to believe, that the Americans have very
generous terms of accomodation offered them, and alfo tp

ive the tories among us, a covered opportunity te ex-
ert themdelves and eaufe divifions ? . '

-
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Be independent ; yet it is a query whether
it “is prudent ;" whether it will be beft for
us to afflume our right, and whether on the
whole we ought not yet to defire and en-
decavour to be in connefion, and under.
the government of Great-Britain. I come
therefore to view the arguments for and
againft our reconciliation with Great«
Britain. ;. ~ )

Firft Argument; However, we may view
the thing, Britain will not give up her
right to govern us, but will ftrenuoufly in~

filt upon it, fo that if we declare for inde-
pendency, it will involve us in a long and
bloody war, and be our utter ruin in the
end ; efpecially as in this. cafe our friends
in Great Britain will forfake us, fince moft,
if not all of .them, have befriended us on
fuppofition, that we will flill be in fubjec~
tion to Great-Britain.. Our having fo ma«
ny friends in Great-Britain, is the reafon
tirat our enemies find themfelves perplexed,
and cannot fo fully exert themfelves againft
us ; if it is once found that we declare for
independency, Britain will be united againft-
us, Thofe that have been our friends will
no longer embarrafs -our enemies, but Bri
tzin united, will exert herfelf againft us,
with fuch vigour, that we fhall foon be
evercomo, or reduced to unknown difficulty,

- Anfwer.

.
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Anfwer, Let Britain be ever fo muchi
united, fhe cannot viGual out an drmy and"
flect, and maintdin them at this diftance;
fo as to deftroy, or reduce us to unknowsn
difficulty. Should Britain, without foreigni
aid, attempt to fit out and vitual an army
of 25,00 men; and 10,000 failprs td
guard our coaft; . it would caufe fuch a fcar-
city among tHemfelves as would_be theit
ruin, now thejt trade is fo dummﬂrd, and
 their impoertation of provifions from us cu¢
bff. But fuppofe they could and thould
do this; an army - of 25,000, and 10,000
failors, would by no means fubdue ua. We
can raife five ta one againft this number.
And fhould Britain ctall in forkign aid, as
- fhe muft if the doed any thing to purpofe 3
‘that would inducé¢ us to do the fame. And
'fhould we make application, we could foon
have fiich afliftance; that Brxtam could noé
prevail againft us,

Second Argumené. 1f we dcclarc for In-
dcpcndency, Britain will not for time to
tome, proteét us aBainft ather nations, and
we thould in time, and probably very foon,
become a prey to thé French or Spaniards;
or fome other enemy.

Anfwer. If we were once Independcnt
, it would be the intereft of all the Europearf
nations to keep us fo, They would not lef -

any
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ﬁn .one natxon engrofs us “and our trade,
leﬁ: fuch an’acquifition fhould enable that
. hagion to be too. powerful for its ncnghb urs,.
Thus fome fmall ftates in Europe are ?‘
independent. The trade to North Amenca
would be fuch a.boon to feveral European
. pations, that. ncnthcr of them would let it
:)l: engtoﬂ'ed, or us Be much hurt by ano-~

er... .

Third Argumént, If we unite with Bric
tain, we may, have our expcncc& refunded; -
and recover damages for our loffes ; but |f
we declare for mdcpendency, we fhall lofe
all. ,

) An/wer aft, It is not m thc dxfpoﬁtion;
or even.in’ the power of Bntam, to make
our damages, 'There arc no fuch,
ropofals by them, or. like to be, therefore
it cannot be ufed as, an argument with any
propncty. 2d, If Britain. thould confent
to this, it WOuld yet be much better for u us
to repair our own, damages as well as we
gan; in a flate of independency; than td
haveé Britain. repair them in a flate of fub-
jeCtion to her. Ina few years, it would be
as cheap to s, our expences would be fo
mauch lefs, and our revenues fo much greatef
in a ftate of independency.
Argument Fourth. Our mdependcncy

would ruin Bntam, and furely we cannot
bd
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be fo crucl towaids our Parent; though (e
has- dealt {omethmg hardly with'us. - -
- Anfwer. -1, Notwithftanditig' our in=
dependency, we miay trade with Britdfn as
mtich, if not mare than with any kifigdom
in ’Europc; and if fhe will rétiénch her
heédicfs expéiices of placcimén‘ahd penfion=
&R} ‘dnd the luxtiies bf the gréat, fhe may
yet furvive. With a proper part of our
trade, and a teformation of hef manners;
Britain may fubfit as well 4 fome othér
kingdoms in Edrope. 2d, We iay by
© tredty -agree to-help, and defend Britain up- .
on particular occafions, as need may.require;
9d, If Britain i§' ruined, it i$ by her own
m:fcférﬁiu& and we cannot help it. - If fhe
is-riided, it i§ becaufe the is tipe for ruin;
and God’sgudginents ‘mhuft come upon her 5
it which cafe we ought to be difunited, if
Wwe can, and not-connected with ber. -
~ Argument Fifth. If we will not fubmit
to' a-reconciliation’ with' Bitain; the will
pro€ure the French and Spanidrds. to join
with her, to bring us into- fubje&mn,
-deftr6y us.  Brifain would grant part of
thofe provmces to the Frenich and Spani-
ards, as a reward for helping to fabduc'the
remainder, rather than we fhould be inde-
pendent.  And fhould Britain grant this,
the French and Spaniards would foon help
to conquer us. ~ Anfwer;
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Anfwer. . 1ft, This is bnt a mere ima-
gmatxon, or rather a bug-bear to fcare peo-
ple that know no better. 2d, The French
and Spaniards had much rath.cr help’Ame-
rica againft Britain, than, Britain againft
America. 3d, It would be much better
for the French and Spaniards to have Ames
rica mdepcndcnt, and they allowed 3 free
trade with the whole congncnt, than for
them to own a part of it,. without a fres
trade. ‘It would coft them much to gyard’

and defend their part, which would probar

bly be a boge of contention ; whereas if we -

" were mdeppndcm, they would have the

benefit of our trade wnthoqt any coft. ath,
Should France and Spain join with Britain

againtt us, we fhould apply to Hollapd, the
King of Pruffia, and other powers, which
would bring on a general war in Europe,
which would relieve ys, fo that we might
pontmuc mdepcndent. 5ths Againtt all
fuch imaginary evil and danger as this ar-

‘gument fuppofes, ar any that may poflibly

pccur, we haye this to fupport us, that our
caufe is good and we have the Great Dif-
pofer of all things to confide in, and apply
to.. We have not run prefumptuoully into

‘danger, nor are we propofing an independ-
.ency that is unjuft or uarcafonable. What
-we propofc is the moﬁ cquitable, rational,

natural
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patural mode of eivil govcmment, moﬂ:
adapted to anfwer the ends of ° governmcnt,
dccording to the word of God.” A governs<
ment moﬁ favourable to rehgnon as well ag
liberty, and the natural rights ef mankind.
In this way we have ‘abundant réafon to
think that God will {mile upon and blefs
us; will profper our equitable procccdmgs,
ind preyent the'evils that ¢arth or hell may
devife againt us, ‘
- Argument Sixth. The Congrefs has late-
ly applied to Britain, and "petitioned for 3
reconciliation, and thérefore if Britain com=
plics with' our’ piopofal, we' cannot with
honour and jiftice refufé to treat with her.
" Anfwer.” 1ft, We may hold a ‘tréaty, and
sry to'come to fome ‘proper agreement, aé
o trade ; enter ito a’ leagucoffenfive and
" ' defenfive, and yet mamtam our mdcpcnd—
‘ence as to government.” 2d, Our” petmon
and effer of réconciliation,” fhould be view='
ed onlyupon condition, that Britain would
redrefs our grievances, fepeal feveral atts of
parliamcnt, and placc us in"as good a con=-
.dition as we’ were 'in 1763, which ‘muft
imply makmg good out -damages ; which
Britain is 'by'no means likely ‘to do. 3d
But the moft proper” anfwér “to ‘this argu=
ment is, 'that things aré much altered fince
Our petmon laft july, ot the beginning of
‘ Septcmber,
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Beptember, when it was offered to the

King. " If pur petition had been complied
with, it ought to have been complied with
immediately, It was offered in a critical
time;, we were then in the utmoft danger,
befet on all fides. Since that time much of
_our precious blood has been fpilt; one of -
our beft generals flain, feveral large towns
burnt, ‘and’ others . cannonaded, befide im-
menfe coft. If ‘we were held by that offer
of the Congrefs, it ought to have been im=
mediately complied with, or at leaft we
thould have been told that it would be con=-
fidered as foon as poffible ; that it thould be
laid before the parliament as foon as they
met. *But inftcad of this, we were told
‘ghat no'anfwer would be given, and thesg
was not a word of it in the King’s fpeech
to the parflament, framed by the miniftry,
nor an iteM of any reconciliation with the -
colonies ; nothing but the fame procefs of
fire and (word that we had been treated
with. '~ Yea "afterward, when Govérnog
Penn had been examined before the Houfe
of Lords, and the Duake of Richmond
made a motion that the laft petition from
. the Continental Congrefs, fhould be made
a bafis for a plan of accommodation ; the -
~minifterial party oppofed it, and it was
thrown out by 86 againft 33. And if the
T ' . petition
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petumn is taken under qanﬁderauon aftpr
all, it is by conftraint, not mlhngly ; It is
becaufe they find that providence has ﬁmled
upon us, and frowned upon them, and they
know not haw to accomplith their cruel dee-
- figns as they. propoled. And js there not
all the reafon in the world, that we thauld
" fay that we cannot make the fame offer now
that we did eight months ago, andthat we
are pot bound -by _the Qfﬁ-.r we then made,
If AoffersBa borfe at a certain pricg, -and
B daes not accept the offer, A has a righs
* to withdraw it, and.is not obliged ito-let. B
have the horfe an the fame terms any conﬁ-
derable time after, efpecially if cijcym-
'ﬁaqccs are much 3] tercd in the megn txq)c,
and mote efpccxally 1f the altcrauou A’s
damage, by B’s negle@ to,comply. m A’s
offer at firlt. ‘This is our cafe w Jtam '
We are therefore no way boun*y

tition we fent laft July."

I cpme now to offer the argurncnts for
independency, and agamft our, bemg undcr
. Britith gavernment.

Firft Argument.. By mdependq.ncy we
, (ha]l avoid tyranny, and oppreflion. Jf we
fybmit fo Britith gov;sn ent, we fhyll be
g:ommually crampcd ‘Gayernors, and
other o(ﬁcers appemtczw by the crownp,- All
thofe in . authonty over ms, will he fuch as
fuit thp ambmous defigns of ‘Great Britain,

, however
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howéver tontrary to our intereft. IF we
ate -uildet Britith goverrdrifent, we ¢ai make
no liws tb our advantage, unlefs Britaifi
views thém fo, and they feceive a fanétiod
there, 'Not 2 new county can be forired;
or choofe reprefentatives without leave fronm
home, If we aré independent weé -imay
yearly ¢hoofe fuch rulers as fait us beft; but
if fubje&@ to Britain, we muft be under 2
King that comes by ‘fucteflion,” however
unfit to fule,- which i$ dften the bane of

overnméiit.  If we choofe out rulets ank
ndally, or bnck in thrée years, they dre at
the end bf that fime; ‘again put on a-level
with their'fellow fubj¢Qs, and are liable to
be ealled to ati accourt:for mal-adminiftra-
tion, which is @ great myégns of ‘preV’éﬁtin%
niifmard#geihent when- in power. But i
the governifient is hereditary, we muft take
the chief mdgiftraté as'he is; fometimes afe
infant;, fometimes with fcarce common
fenfe, fometimes inattentive to any publie
bufinefs, lilte Domitian catching flies; forne-
times ambitious,. fierce, and ¢tuel, ufing
all the power of the netion, to promote
tyranny ; fometimes a capricious wornan; ¥
P BRI e o and

*.Bhould oné of our charter governments choofe w girl,
+ or an old woman for-their governorj aad give her the yfu~
al f.aalary, would not their money be’. no,,bly expended, and
their govermhent finely mafaged? This “amdng orher
things may ferve to thew, that hereditary government
cannot be founded in reafon and equity.
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and however thus unfit to anfwer the trué
ends of government, he or (he, is not to
be fet afide. Hereditary government tends
to keep a continual oppofition  between the
court and the country: So that a courtier
and a patriot are oppofite chara&ters, which
is the greateft abfurdity in nature, if the de-
figa of civil government is properly viewed.
Rulers are; or ought to be wholly for the
good of the people ¢ But how contrary to
this, is the cafe in fa&t, in many inftances !
The court and the patriots in continual op-
pefition, has long time been a reproach to]
a nation that boafts of liberty, and the beft
form of civil goyernment.  What fay fcrip-
ture and reafon If a kingdom, or an houfe

be divided againft itfelf, it cannot ftand.

Every man that has lived any time in Ame-

sica, under regal government, knows what

frequent, and almeft continual oppofition
thete is between the country intereft and
thofe in power; what jars and contentions
between Governors and Aflemblies, &c.,
This may be prevented by keeping clear of
Britith government ; and a kind Providence
feems now to open a door for it. I havé
but imperfe@tly exhibited - this argument ;
but our oppreflions, and the incroachments’
upon our natural rights by regal officers,
are fo well known to every man that has

any



RECONCILIATION. 235
iny acquaintance with our public affairs,
that T need not enlarge. ' , ‘

Second Argumient. By being indepen-
dent, we thall be much lefs expofed to fow
teign wars. Every large kingdom “is oftén
at war with neighbouring tiations. The
avarice, and ambition of a Prince, at the
head of a powerful nation, will not fuffer
it to be long at peace. If we belong to a
Jarge kingdom in Europe, we muft be at
war whenever that kingdom is at wars
And fome part of America will always be
expofed in time of war. But if we dre in~
dependent; it will be the intereft of all the
European nations to keep us fo, and no one
of them will view us as enemies, becaufe
they are at war among themfelves. Holland
often enjoys peace while the -neighbouring
kingdoms are at war. If we are indepen=
dent all the nations of Europe will protect
and keep us fo ; for reafons that have be
fare been given. This will be much bet=
ter than to be under the protection of any
one, tho’ the moft powerful natioa in the
world. o '

Third Argumént. I we are independent,
our taxes will be inconfiderable, compared
with what they will and -muft be, if we
are under regal government. A view of .
the public expences in the Province of

D New-York, -
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\

~ New-York, and the Colony of Connedis

cut, a few years paft, may ferve to evince
~this. * If we are under regal government,
the Provinces will be dealt out to hungry
officers, -who will always get what they

~ can. There are fo many hangers-on at the

Britith court, who want places ; fo many
teduced gentlemen to be fupplied ; fo many
placemen and penfioners, that we fhall al-
ways be peeled and pillaged, and new me-
“thods of raifing revenues invented to fup-
ply them. A number of fuch hungry
creatures wn]l always be gaping for the

laces of profit and honor, and their falaries
muft be as large as poffible. But if our
~ principal officers were annually chofen from
among’ ourfelves, the expences would be
inconfiderable,” and the bafinefs of govern-
ment much better done. Theré are many
ways more than_Ican enumerate, by which
our public expences would be encrealed un-
der regal government, and diminithed by
bemg independent.

Fourth Argument. It will be much eafie¢
to fettle the prefent difputes by declaring
for independency, than by attempting an
accomedation.  Should an accomodation
be attempted, the views of Britain and
America are fo very different, if not dia=
metrically oppofite, that they eould not be

mads
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made to harmonize. ~The demands of
Britain and America would clath to fach a
. degree, as to render a reconciliation imprac--
ticable. America would infit upen fo
- many A&s of Parliament being repealed,
fo many rights and privileges afcertained,
fuch a reparation of damages, &c. many,
or all of which things the court of Great-
ritain would abfolutely refufe, that an ace
commodation could not take place,
Fifth Argument. 1f matters are fettled
" by our being independent, the Continental
Congrefs, or the managers of that affair,
will be relieved of much difficulty and ac-
quitted with honor ; otherwile it is likely
they will be fufpected af bribery, and loaded
-with blame and reproach. If a reconcili-
-ation is poflible, and fhould take place,
there muft probably be fuch concefiions on
the part of America, as would be ver
grating to multitudes. And thofe that were
entrafted with” the management of the
affair, would probably be fufpected of bri-
bery, whether guilty or not. If matters
are not fettled to the fatisfation of people
in general, the tranfaGors of the affair will
be the objects of much public odium.
Some part of the Continent has fuffered {o
‘much, js fo irritated by cruel treatment,
and there is now fuch a profpe& of fettling
' things
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things well by mdcpendcncy, that it will
" be impoffible to make people think well of
the men that fhall, without abfolite ne-
ceffity, again fuhje@t us to Britith govern-
ment. NO man need defire to be a mem-
ber of that Congrefs, that fhall again bring
America into fubje@ion to Great-Britain,
if it is not the general voice of the country,

Sixth Argument. If we are- indepen~
dent, we fhall be lefs liable to internal tu-.
mults and rebellions. Our people have .
now fuch a fenfe of liberty ; have been fo
ufed to meet, form, and pubhfh refolves,
and affert their rights and privileges, and
have fo well fugceeded in our prefent con-
teft with Britain, that it will be very diffi-
cult to prevent fomething fimilar for time
-to come, if they are put under Britith go-
vernment ; efpecially if they think it is
without neceffity, and contrary to their na-
tural rights. Should there now be a patched
up reconciliation, ‘and we in fub_]c&lon to
Great-Britain, we might expe@ nothing
but inward conyulfions, ftruggles, and at-
tempts for freedom, till we were either
ruined or fet free.

Seventh Argument. If we are indepen-
dent, this land of liberty will be glorious
on many accounts: Population will abun<
damly increafe, agnculturc will be promot-

cd,
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ed, trade will flourifh, religion unreftrained
by human laws, ® will have free courfe to
run and prevail, and America be an afylum
for all noble fpirits and fons of liberty from
all parts of the world. + Hither they may
retire from every land of oppreflion; here
they may expand and exult ; here they may
enjoy all the bleffings which this terraqueous

globe can afford to fallen men. -
1 have thus briefly ftated fome of the ar-
uments, for and againft a reconciliation
with Great-Britain: More might be pro- -
duced, and 1 doubt not will occur to every
reader.-—Thefe matters are now exercifing
the thougbts of many among us: America’s
" reconciliation

* >T'is not encugh to fay eyery religious fect fhould be
toleratgd for no one thouid be eftablithed ; aud religion
in general fhould be encouraged, and every man not only
have the right, but be encouraged tq think and judge for
bimfelf in matters of religion: While no fet or party
fhould be allowed to moleft, difturb or eneroach upon
another, while they were all equally good fubjed@s of the
common wealth, and their pnnuples and pradtice rot de_
trimental to civil government.

+ Iwith that 1 could add, that the guilt of flavery

would be banithed from us; ‘and I cannot but. hope that
jn time it may. What a dreadful abfurdity! What a
hocking confideration, that people who are fo ftrenu-
oufly contending for liberty, fhould at the fame time en-
courage and promote flavery ! And being thus guilty, ex.
pofe themfelves to the judgments of Heaven! May flavery
ceafe in America ! Well may the WeR-India iflands be
afraid of their flaves, where that unnatural iniquity is f
abundantly praifed.
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reconciliation with Britain is become a fub-.
je& of converfation, and I think ought to
be impartially. canvafled. In canvafling this
matter, and bringing things forward to a
determination, the .fide of reconciliation
with Britain has confiderable advantage ;
becaufe many men in office, and thofe that -
hope to be promoted if a union takes place,
will exert themfelves, ufe all the plaufible
arguments and perfuafions they can, to lead
people to think a union is beft ; and many
of thofe are men that .people have been
ufed to view as leaders and head men, to
whem they have often applied for ad-
vice,. Many wmen now jn power, and
others who hope to come into places of
prefit or homour, will from interefted
~ views, ufe their utmoft endeavours to lead
people in general, to think that a reconci-
liation with Britain is beft. And it'is eafy
for them to influence and lead many of the
populous.®. On the contrary the fide of
Independency

" * Since I wrote the above, I have been told, that there
are in almoft every county if. not town, men employed,
and even hired by thofe who call themfelves friends to
government, to perfuade and influence people as much as
pofiible, to favour and promote a reconciliation with Great
Britain. People therefore in general thro’ the country,
fhould obferve what fort of men are engaged to ptomote a
reconciliation with Britain ; whether they be fuch as ex-
pect favour from government, or whether they be fuch as
a@ with a difinterefted regard to the good of the country.
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Independency will have nothing to influ=
ence, but barely the itereft of the country,
and people are often too thoughtlefs of thei¢
interet in ‘thefe matters, ’till ’tis too late.
For this reafon perfons of public fpirit and
capacity, fhould dt this time exert them- -
felves, and fet people’s intereft properly be-
fore them ; avoiding heats and fa&ions,
but fhewing people the weight and im-
portance of the cafe, and giving a juft view
of the ftate of America; "

-

A N
APPENDI X

T O this piece, was intended, by the
author: But as it was not ready
when the foregoing obférvations
went to the Prefs, it was thought beft not
to delay the publication. , ‘
The publither likewife interided, at the
end of the Appendix to have added a note
of his own, on a paffage marked with an
afteritk (*) page 5, and feveral fimilar ex-
pretlions in other parts of the piece on the
dependency of the Colonies upon Great-
Britain ; which it was apprehended might,

by
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by lefs attentive readers, be underftood con
trary to the defign of the author, as if he
admitted, that ever there was a contftituti=
onal {upetiority it the people of Greate
Britain, over the Colonies, or any legal
right at all in the former; to make laws to
bind the latter in any cafe whatfoevers The
general defign of the piece notwithftanding
thefe incautious expreflions thows, that the
author never intended to countenance fuch
a de@rine as this; which is equally repug-
nant to the Englith conftitution, as to rea-
fon and juftice; for the Colonies always
, were, are, and ever will be; in rights,
privileges, freedom, and internal (exclufive
of all foreign) legiflative authority, in a flate
of perfe& equality with Great-Britain, or
the freeft nation upon earth ; and were ne-
ver dependents, not ever will be, But the
-roem here will not admit of a full difeuf«
fion of the fubje, .

PLAN
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oOF A&‘
AMERICAN COMPACT,
wWITH

GREAT-BRITAIN

. .Firi}_,_,Putgli(heq‘ at Ne W:Y OR K.

HE capital fubje® of converfation
throughout America for thefe few
=% .weéeks paft, hath been excited by
a Pamphlet; entitled, Commeon Senfe; the
author of which endeavours to fhew the.
neceffity of our final feparation from Great=
Britain, as our rights antd privileges cannot
be properly fecured by any mode of recon-
ciliation whatever. None of the anfwers
given to this ingenious Pamphlet, havé
fketched out any plan of fettlement, by
which it might appear that our rights and
freedom would bé fully fecured, though
again united and harmonized with Britair,
That fuch a compaé of fettl¢ment is prac-
ticable; I think ought to be made apparent
to the people of America, before they can
be convinced of the propriety of reconcilia-
E tion 3
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tion; ahd unlefs this can.be effe@ted, 1
never with to fee the union; preferring;
beyond all comparifon, the toils and dan-
gers of ereQing a free and independent fa~
- brick to the dclufive promifes of freedom,

pregnant with the principles of fervitude
and oppreflion... But, I think, fuch a

compa&®, ur a& of fcttlcmem, may be

" framed, as will fecure to Americans the
rights of freemen, at the fame time that it
removes from them the horrors of war, and
the defolations with which even victory
mault te attended. " I think no confiderate
perfon will deny, that tur truly honorable
Congrels were of opinion fuch a compact
- could be formed, when they petitioned the
King, addrefled 'the people of Britain, and

_prayed ¢o the Father of peace for reconci= -

liation with Great-Britain, as- thcgreate&
blefling thefe colonies ¢ould enjoy. If fucks
a fettlement, in the opinion of the Congrefs
could fo lately have been framed, I think
no good reafon can be given why it cannot
now be effected; fince the fame wife and
{alutary regulations, which fix months ago
would have fecured us againft the inroads
of tyranny and the defigns of a wicked
-Miniftry, muft at this day anfwer the {fame

important purpofes. What were the ar-

ticles of thts compadt, which our Congrefs
mnﬂ
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muft have thought would be fufficient ta.
fecure our liberties, I do not know, it is
impoffible, thcrefgre, for me to relate themy -
but fufficient it is, for the purpofé of de-
firoying the foundation of independency, to
delineate the outlines of a compa®, which
would reconcile us to Great-Britain, and at
the fame time fecure and preferve our rights
and prmleges. Such a general phin, os
ground-work, is here offeted to. the pnbhc
for thcu: confideration.

ARTICLES gftl:e ComMeracT,

Firfl. The Britith Parliament fhall have
7o power to tax the colonieé.

Second. The Parliament fhall not inter-
meddle with the internal palice of the colo~
nies: Let Britain provide. for her own in-
ternal government, and the colonies for
theirs. By this claufe all difputes about
invafion of charters, gights of trial by jurys,
manufa&ures of the colonies, &c. will bc-.
tooted up at one ﬂ:tokc.

Third. The Crown thall appoint the
officers of government in the colonics,
during good behaviour, and the people of
t‘he colonies pay them ; by this means the

officers
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ofﬁcers become equally dependent upon
crown and people,: (as thcy always ought
' ;o be) :

- Fourtb The Parhamcnt fhall have the
regulation of our trade ; but leaft they may
lay heavy.duties upon articles of our trade,
under pretence of regulating it, and fo raife
a revenue out of the "colonies, they fhonld

- have no right to the duties, ‘but they thould
go to, and be for the benefit of that colony
from which they were raifed, to contnbutc
in paying that colony s taxes, &ec. .

Fifth. Asitis neceffary there thould
be fome general power to fuperintend and
'regulate the intereft of the colonies as con=
ne&téd with ‘and intérfering with eéach
other, which 'no Provincial legiflature is
competent to; and as it would be danger=
ous to give the Britifh Parliament that pow-
er leaft-tyranny ight enter in at fo indefi-
nite a paflage, there {hould be'a general
~ Convention, confifting of Deputies from
the feveral colony Affcmblies, -or from the
people, whofe bufinefs thould be to regulate
the pofts, the general currency, and “the
_proportion of the forces of the- colonies,
and -all other matters in which the feparate
colony legiflatures havc net fufficient authg+

nty,
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ity, and which are not contrary to the
right hercin allowed to the Britith Parlia-
ment. One fpecial bufinefs of this conven-
tion, fhonld be to keep a vigilantand careful
watch over the defigns and tranfactions of °
the Britith Miniftry and Parliament, that
. f0 by an early ‘watch word it may prevent
tyranny in its embrio: But' as’ abfolute
power might in time be afflumed by this
Congrefs, were it without any check, its
- a&ts therefore thould go home for the Royal,
affent 5 the Crown to have no power to re-
je& them, or the Provincial atts, unlefs
done within three years after pafling here.

Sixth, For our fecurity againft the intro-
du@ion of Britith troops to enflave us in
times of tranquillity, when we had forgot
the ufe of arms, ‘a perpetual ftanding mili-
tia bill (hould form part of the compatt by
which means the people of the colonies
would keep up their martial fpirit, and al-
ways be prepared againft the attack of ar-
bitrary power: Bat, as it would be ufeful,
in cafe of fudden invafion, 'to have a fmall
number of troops at all times ready to repel
fuch invafion, the King fhould have a
right to fend a certain limited number, for
inftance, 10 or 12,000 upon the Conti-
nent, whofe immediate éxcrtions might be
’ ‘ o fufficient
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paid invifibly, and we thould eventhea be
gainers, fince we fliould reccive a profit of -
. 12 per cent. upoa fuch foreign comimodities,
If the exigencics of the ftate fhould at any
time require & further grant, the fame
thould be obtained freely by way of -
requifition. | ’ ‘ :

~ Thefe are the outlines of thé compaét
of reconciliation, by which it is apparent
our freedom may be amply fecured. No
doubt many additions may be misde to it by
the wifdom of our venerable Congtefs, and
the obfervations of my countrymen. And
fince an honorable and fecure harmony
may again be eftablifhed between Great-
Britain and thefe Colonies, who would
prefer the horrors of war, the ruin of
tommerce; the deftruion of private peace

and happinefs, and the lofs of thou-
fands of our countrymen in battle, to the
bleflings of peace and tranquillity, the en-
joyment of plenty and abundance, the pre-
fervation of the lives of our fellow creatures,
and all thefe in the full poffeflion of
liberty ? And for what are we to encountet
all thefe evils, and untried ways, which
like all novel experiments, mauft be attend-
‘ed with innumerable difficulties, if they
fhould bappen to prove fuccefsful, and
. with
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with difmal confequences fhould thef
mifcarry. ’'Tis a form of government
which Baron Montefquicu, and the beft
writers on the fubje&, have fhewn to be
attended with many mifchi¢fs and imper-
feétions, while they pafs high éncomiums
on the excellency of the Britith conftituti=
on. But why fhould I dwell upon the
dangers of this fcheme; the Continental
Congrefs have never ‘lifped the leaft defire
for independency or republicanifm: all
their publications breathe another fpmt"
and in their juftice, wifdom' and virtue
1 can freely confide, for a rcﬁoratxou' ‘
of pesce and tranquillity upon juft and
hﬁnorable conditions.

F I N I &






