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L DR L S D
PREFACLE

SINGLE Words, or fhort Phrafes, to exprefs complex ldeas,

are exceeding ufefuly if not quite neceflary, in writing and fpeak-
ing. Calvinift, Arminian, Papift, Proteftant, &¢. are fingle
Foords to exprefs very complex Ideas. If no fuch general ‘[erms
could be ufed, we mufl write a Page or more, to tell what we meant
every Time we had occafien to mention a Calvinift, Arminian, .
1 have had confiderable Difficulty to know what Werd, or Words,
20 ufe, when I would exprefs in briefy the Scheme of Semtiments which /
maintain, or when 1 would mention fome diftinguifhing Charaéier of
the Perfons that hold t}}o[e Sentiments : And alfo when I wosld repre-
fenty or exprefs thofe Perfons, that held different or oppofite Senti~
ments.  If when { had 0ccaa/m in the enfuing Di[cou:;f, to mention
one Set of Sentiments, I had called it my Scheme, or my Sentiments ;
and when mentioming Perfons who held oppofite Sentiments, had faid
thefe that differ from me, or that oppofe me, or my Oppoments ; this
would have been like mentsoning myfelfy or Sentiments as a Standard,
in a very unbecoming and dilagreeable Manner, far from the Intent,
or Thought of my Heart. 1 bhad fome Thought of ufing the HWords
Stoddardians and Edwardians, (after fufficiently explaining my
meaning) as Mr. Stoddard and Mr. Edwards, have been the two
mofl noted Men in our Part of the Warld, who have writ on oppofite .
Sides of the Quefiion.  But I think there was [ufficient Reafon for
dectining the Uje of thofe Terms. It kas een propofed to me that 1
Should ufe the Terms Arminian and Calvinift, or Semi-Arminian and
thorough Calvinilts, 1o exprefs the two different Parties. I fuppafe
this would have been in a Meafure jufly as I frlly believe the Sentia
ments I oppofe, are prapevly Arminian, or deriv:d from fome of the
worfl Arminian Tenets: Yet I know that many who hold the Senti-
ments I oppofe, pretend to renounce Arminianifm with Indignation, and
would have thought it very injurious, bad I given them that Charafier.
On the whole, as I could find no fingle Word that fuited, I have
chofe the following Terms, vie. (1) Thofe that admit gracelefs
Perfons. (2) Thofe that admit only gracious Perfons, " And yet
thefe Terms would be very impropery without a [uitable Explanation.
Therefere, by thofe that admit gracelefs Perfons, into the Church,
I do not mean, thofe that would admit fcandalous Sinners, but thefe
that fuppofe fome unregenerate Men, of Knowledge, Orthodoxy, Givie
lity and T houghtfulnefs abeut Religion, yet baving Buidence, and fully
A2 believing
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believing them[elves to be unregenerate, and withent pref, e fling 10hey
soplies the contrary, may enter into Covenant, and ccme to one oy bhoth
the Sacraments, at leaft have a Kight to f/m") Raptafm for therr
Children.  On the other Handy, when I mention thole that admit
only gracious Perfons, I by no Mieans mmm, iy ihat 1k they
can know the Hearts of others, or infaliibly det:vmine wory are ypvaci-
ousy but contrarywife, they know they are iialle to be impsfrd upe:

and muft often admit H)pocrzt.es Yot I mean, _[uc/) as jwﬁpo/t f,'?f.”.‘

none have a Right to enter into Covenant, aud jo into the Churchs t9
ufe cither of the Sacmmmtx, or cloim Baptifm for their Chudreny
unlfs they are truly gracious.  Ard that Chw ch-Officevs, encht not
to admit any toscovenanty or thus to ufe and enjov citier of the Sucra-
ments, wilefs they exbibit .arzptural Ewvidence, that they arc truly gra-
tious Perfons.

Many of our comren Pesple bold one [t of thefe Sentiments, with
Refpeét to the Lord's Supper, and the other with Refpell to Baptifm.
Y hey think, for=e Perfons without Grace, may be baptifed, or bave
tf»m Children tay tz/ed when yct they muft not approach the Lord’s
Tabie without true Grace. I have been told, there are fome Min:-
fers of thefe pecutiar Sentiments, er of this fl/ay of thinking, but

I have never yet talked with onc that would ackmowledge 1t. 1~

know many Miniflers that tolerate People in this IWay of thinking
wnd practifing, but I never found one that wonld pretend to ;u/iz/y

the aifference People make betiveen t/)e Sacramentss 'Tis flrange :f

they would ! .

’7’:5 poffible fome may thml' ] have wfed tea much Freedim (niot ta
Jay Sewrzty ) with the Miniflers of Chriff's Charch: Or reprefented
the Sentiments and ccoic n/hcxl Prcrvmzrzg of faome of themy in a
Moanner that may tend to lejjen thers in the Minds of the Peaple, at a
Time when the gefpel Miriflry is by tco many in contempt. [ can
truiy fay, tis with Concerny that I bhave faid any 1 hing that Jeems
20 fault them. I would confider what an wnbccoming unchriffian
Thing it isy to be found beating any of my Fellow Sevvants. If 1
have done any ‘[ hing contrary to what David favs, P'laln cxli.
Let the R:ghtcou« fmite me, it fhall be a ]\sndnefq ST
bope I fhall be convinced of 1t. I compalfionate fore of my Breth ren,
wztb my whole Heart, wlzaﬁ peculiar Circwmflances ave fuch ihat
2hey know not how to obtain 1ohat they think ought to be an the Church
of Lbr ifle Thefe I trufl will not blame me as being fevere. With
Refpeé? 1o othersy I hope 1 have jaid nothing more than the Nature
of the Cafe requires.  Not to fuffer Sin on any, without acquainting
them with the Danger, cannot be deemed unkindnefs. 1 cannot but
think ’tis high Time the Churches had-fome' faithful Warning, and

Jomething lzh’ an Alarm founded in their Ears. 1 cannot fap 1 heve
dared

v
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dared t2 attempt this. 1have faid but few Words of this kind. But 1
conld vifhy that much more than 1 lave attempted, might be done by
[ ome more advanced 1 Tearsy, much better able, and every Way
e acceptable to the Pubiick than [*am, * On Stppofition the Senti-
ments { maintain ave fruey oo Churcles being in the State thiy arey I
thirk I bave faid but very little that can be culcd Applicatics,

It the Sevtiments I have attempted to maintain are ret the Truth,
I bope I fhall iy fome Friend, or Jome Means, be convinced and
St vighte Af 1 fhall be convinced of Errory I foail be willing to
ravast, T profefs to lie open to Convidliony and to be inguiring after
Toath. 1 bave always theusht it honowrable to retra? when wrong,
end a faveur to receive Light and Tiuth from an Ofpponent, yea,
[rom an Encmy. 1 am (be fure) at prejent fully fatisfied of the
Truth of the Principles 1 maintain, 1 may be miftaken and need
correéling an [ime Circumylantials of the Scheme, and yet the Founa
duation remain firm.

Some may differ frem me in Sentimentsy as to fome Circumflances
in the Covenunt of Grace, reprefented in the firft Chapter of this
Enquiry : Ard allswing their Sentiments in thefe Circumflantials to be
. 1ighty it affecls mot the Reafoning or Arguments in the following

Chapters. - g

That Part of this Publication called the Appendix, is much larger
than I at fir/l difigned.  But by converfing with fome of my Bre-
thren inthe Mimilry, Iwas led to make confiderable Additions : By
this Means, T know 'tis fomething difproportionate for an Appendi,
&ut to that Impropriety I fubmit, rather than fupprefs any Part of it

o
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INTRODUCTION.

HAT are the Qualifications for Church Memberthip,

o who have a Right to ufe and enjoy the bdacra-

ments ? Is doubtlefs an important knquiry. ’Tis

well known there are different Opinions refpeting

this Matter, and there have been fome controverfial Wiritings upon

this Subject. The Difpute is, whether any befide truly gracious

Perfons have a proper Right in the Sight of God, to come to Sa-

craments ; and whether Church Ofhcers ought to admit any but

fuch as give Reafon to hope, they have a fupreme regard to
God’s Glory, and love to Holincfs.

Different Perfons hold diffcrent Sides of this Queftion, or have
very different Sentiments in this Matter. *T'is known that [ agree
in Sentiments with thofe who think no Periun has a Right to ufe
the Sacraments without true Grace; and that Church Officers
are not to admit any without the Appcarance or credible Evidence
of Grace, judging by their Proletlion and Pratice.---That Pa-
vents offering Chiidren to Baptifm, muft profefs Religion, Faith
in Chrift, and Obedience to him, their Life and Converfation
being agrecable ;---That they muft as they have Opportunity
walk in all the Ordinances of the Lord blamelefs.---That unlefs
they ufe and improve both the Sacraments, they cannot in Truth
protefs Obedience to Chrift.

[ know Church Officers cannot difcern Grace in others, or
know certainly who are gracious. "T'is Perfons Profeflion and
Ajpearance of (race, that they are to be guided by. The
Church may have Reafon to admit a Man that has no Right to
come, and who, as he is, ought not to come. A Man may not
believe the Scriptures, or that there is a future State, and yet for
fome Ends or other may make fuch a Profeflion, and exhibit fuch
Appearance of Religion, that it may be the Duty of Church
Officers to admit him.  The fame may be obferved of the Ap-
pearance of true Grace where there is none.  But fuch Perfons
are Intruders and not fuch as God direéts to come.

Thofe who hold the other Side of the Queftion, fuppofe that
God requires fume unregenerate Men, knowing themfelves to be
fuch, to profefs Faith, enter into Covenant and ufe the Sacra-
pents as Means of obtaining Grace: And that Church Ofhcers
may admit fome unregenerate Perfons appearing to be fuch, or

without
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INTRODUCTION. vil

without any credible Evidence of true Grace, or a Profeffion that
implies it. But thofe who efpoufe thofe Principles, fecm to have no
clear confiftent Notions of entering into Covenant, or in what
Manner God can make promifts to the unregenerate, or feal the
Covenant of Grace to them. They talk fomething of an exterhal
Covenant, that God can enter into with the Unregenerate ; but they
will not explain themielves, or tell where fuch a Covenant is
mentioned in Scripture, or how God does, or can make or feal
Promifes to the Unregenerate, or in what Senfe unregenerate
Men can perform any Conditions of the Covenant of Grace.
Indeed ’tis evident to me, there can be no confiftent Notions of
this Sort.

I think ’tis granted by all Proteflants, efpecially by the Preflys
terians, that fome covenanting, or being in covenant, is neceflary
in order to enjoy the Seals, or the Chriftian Sacraments. I havg
indeed known fome, who pinched with an Argument, have oc-
cafionally denied the Sacraments to be Seals of the Covenant of
Grace, and that being in Covenant was not neceflary in order to
come to Sacraments : But I truft, there is no Prefdyterian Divine
will attempt to maintain this. The principal Argument for In-
fant Baptifm, is taken from their being in Covenant ; they being
in Covenant the Seal of the Covenant belongs to them, and
therefore they are to be baptifed. This Argument fails, if Bap-
tifm is not a Seal of the Covenant.

I cannot but view the Subjeét I write upon as very Important,
The admitting unregenerate Perfons as fuch, into the Church,
to covenant with God, and enjoy the Seals of the Covenant,
has a Tendency to flatter them wit! vain Hopes, eafe th;:ér@;’ty
Confciences, and build them up in Self-Righteoufnefs. They that
are for admitting gracelefs DPerfons, (in order to make their
Scheme as confiftent as they can) hold, that the Duties of fome
unregenerate Men have a Sort of Acceptablenefs in the Sight of
God: That he in a Degree approves of their Duties, fo as to
treat with them in a covenant Way, and thus lcad them om
necarer to himfelf, and the like. Now this flatters the Sinner,
dccgives him with vain Hopes, ard holds him in carnal Sceurizy,
Alligegenerate Sinners ought to know, that while they are in that
State, they are Enemies to God and Holinets, that they hate the
Way of Salvation by Chrift, and that confequently God abhors
them*. They fhould be convin:ed ihat ihey are oppofing (Ged

A 3 ( and
® In my Opinion, this whole Controveriy concerning the Satraments, depends

upon the following Principles or Sentiments, wiz, That manv unregenciate Pere

fons have fome good Principles, mean well, and have jome hacere Regard for,
and
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and the Methods of his Grace; and that all thev do tn Religi 3101
is fo far from beiny a Compliance with God's Wiil, that "tiu wh
the contrarv an Endeavour to ellablih & Wy of Suivadon by
their own Ri rhteoumclu, contrary to God's Metod, T'hat all
they do n Runumn is to puard themifelves ag il it God's ju hu,
to fcreen thmmlvcs Qr fome W.w eleape l’umimn-*nt, witnout
coming fo low as to iubmlt to the Soul iumL..n'r "Cerms of the
Gofpel. To fuppefe that Man in a State ¢f vuregencracy can do
that which is in a good Degree pleafing to (md, is {0 contt: iry to
the Doétrine of Man's total Do oravity, and patlive Regeneration,
that it does, in its Confequences, fvt ande e gofou] Method of
Salvation. That many unrcoenerate enes are Huctered und fup-
ported by thefe [oothin Prmcngmb, 15 evident am their Conduct
refpecling Baptx(m. Vhen they tave at fuft tome ferious Con-
cein, Conviction of Sin, and Thought of {uture Mifery, or the
Lofs of their Children, they prefeatly propoic Baptifin : And
having covenanted and obtained the Scal of the (,oan‘ nt, they
are ealy. We fhall afterward ordinarily hear lictle of (hur Re-
ligion, except the offucing: their (,hxldu.n to Bapifin as oft as
;hyy have them. Any Minifter who wiil Impa; uh.xy obieive,
will find ”coplcs Minds and Confeiences often quicic by pro-
ceediny thus far, whereas they could not be caly without, 1 v
many mu\ht have been led on further, it thy had not cot {oime
Reft and Relicf here ? *Tis Jumentable that Minizers thould en-
courage unregencrate Kerfons n thofe Sentiments and Practiocs,
which natus ally tend to qum their Conlciences, fhort of an In-
tereft in Chrift.  Far bt from me to think, thar all Miaifters
who teach Pcople theic i s defimnto encoursae or fup-
it the natural Contequencrs ot w220 lLae. Nu, they do
not fee its Tendency, anv more than fome others have done,
wio have maintained the VWil to Lo o acif determining Power,

~ which

sl liking to God in his preper Charg€ter 5 are in Heart fiicndly to the Way of
Salvntion by Jefus Chnfty, have wwaic n&i propes Defires for Holinets and an Inter-
eft in Chritt; and that God 1n a Dggree approves of them and their Dutics,
L iefe are Arminian lbnct‘*’ very muubh to natural Men, On the conttar
thorough Casvinifis maintain, thuc tallen Man iy ttally Sepraved, has R
(iod’s moral Jiage, and vohale nregrneraty, doss not..im, from better Priiiples
thaa feifith leolutry, whollv at "praity with God, {0 far as they view him in his
proper Uum&cr, and bave aothin: in the 'm friendis to the trus gofpei Method of
Salvation,  Wow the Notiva of God's eneriug into Covenant with the unregenc-
Fate av f\ich, treating fricndly with them, and direciing them to conie and enjoy
the Seals of the Lmeuant, 15 huilt or depends upon the for:anentioned Arminian
‘Teret:. And I thiuk this Controverfy, concerning (g_&hhcanom for Sacrameats,
o @ tare aceerding as thole Tenets fRand or fall,

=
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INTRODUCTION. i

which is the Fountain of Arminianifm, and in its Confequences,
fets God afide, and makes the Creature al}

Further, the Principles that I oppofe have a bad Tendency, in
that they open the Church to the World of ungodly Men, fo
as greatly to profane gofpel Ordinances: And take in fo many
carnal Ones, as to interrupt, if not to deftroy, Brotherly Love
and Chriftian Communion. They open the Mouths of Adver~
faries, and caft a Stumbling-Block in the Way of many.

The following Chapters are defigned to cut off fome of the
principal Arguments for admitting gracelefs Perfons to either of
the Sacraments. Qur Adverfaries take moft of their Arguments
from the Covenant with Abraham, and the State of the Pewi/b
Church. T have in the following Treatife attempted to fhew,
that thofe Arguments, are without any preper Foundation,




An Inquiry into the Conftitution
and Difcipline, &c.

CHAP L

Of the Covenant of Grace: Its internal
and external Adminifiration.

2 IS not neceflary, nor do i propofe, tp
' l confider the Covenant ot Grace, fully
or largely. Thisis not the principal
Subje@ in Hand, yet fome View of it
will be here needful.

I fuppofe that for a Perfon to be properly in the
Covenant of Grace, is the fame as to be in a State
of Grace, or truly gracious, When God fpeaks of
the Covenant, he fums it up in this; He awill be
their God, andthey fball be bhis People: He is fo
them a Fatber, and they are bis Sans and Daugbters,
So that when a Perfon takes God for his:God,
loves him fupremely, and heartily fubmits to him,
- in, and thro’ Jefus Chrift, he then complies with -
the principal Terms of the Covenant, and is really
and tryly in the Covenant of Grace. What I would
now fay of the Covenant of Grace, is contained in
the following Obfervations. - B

1. "Tis common in Covenants, for one Perfon,
or Party, to propofe Terms, lay thePlan or Scheme
and make all the Articles of it, and then offer it to

- the




(2)
the other Party, So in the Covenant of Grace,
God makes the Articles, reprefents the whole Plan,
propofes it to fallen Sinners, and'in his wonderfyl
Condefcenfion, invites them to comp]y, or become
Parties in it.

2. In Covenants among Me:n, one Party has a
Right to refufe Compliance, if he does not like the
Terms ; and he may propofe new Articles or Al-
terations. But ’tis not o in the Covenant of Grace.
Tihe Creature has no' Right to refufe, or propofe
new Articles, or Alterations. God plans and pro-
jpofes every Thing moft equitably, reafonably, be-
nevolently, and every Way for the beft, and Man
1s upder indifpenfible Obhgatmns to comp]y‘ with
the Terms of the Covenant, and bccomc a Party
in it, as God requires.

3. The Covenant of Grace then, far Subftancc,
I view as follows ; God difcovers to fallen guilty
Sinners, a glorious Way of Salvation. Lets them
know, that he is willing to beat Peace with them ;
that he has provxdcd a glerious Saviour for them ;
and that he is willing to accept repenting Sinpers in
him : That they muft hate and forfake Sin; give
their Hearts to hlm Belicve in, and cordxal]y ac-
cept of Chnft, and live Lives of Faith and Obe-
dience ; oppofing Sin, and ferving him in Love
all the Days of their Life. That upon their repent-
ing, and bchcvmg, be will juftify them, adopt them
into the Number of his Children, and become their
JFather, and their God: That he will give them
the Influence of his Spirit; afford many Privileges
in this World, and give them Heaven at laft. Now

when any Perfon-~ accept of God's Propofals, o’ as
™
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to give him their Hearts; repent and believe in
Chrift, they become Parties in the Covenant. There
is really and propcrly, a Covenant between God
and them ; and they are realy and trulyin the Co-
venant of Grace.

4. In this Covenant (as well as in many among
Men) fome Articles are fulfilled, and complied
with, and fome others are yet to be compiled with.
Both Parties have fulfilled the conditionary Articles,
{o far as realy to enter into Covenant. The Belie-
ver has' given his Heart to God, and taken him for
a Portion ; has repented of Sm, and trufted in
Chrift. God has juftified, and adopted the Belie-
- ver; given him the Influences of his Spirit, and
made good many Promifes to him. But the Be-
liever has yet tolive, a Life of Faith, and Sclf-Denial,
to promote God’s Glory, and ferve him in Love.
And God has many Promifes yet to fulfill to the Be-
liever thro’ Life, at and after Death.

" 5. God may treat with any Number of Believers;
~ or any parﬁcular one, as Abrabam, for Inftance ;

to whom, and to his, or their Pofterity, he may
grant many Privileges, and make many peculiar
Promifes; and of them may require particular Ac-
tions, or Duties, and inftitute what we call Titles
or Ceremonies, fcr them to comply with, in Obe-
dience to him. All which Things, thofe that love
God, will gladly fubmit to, and gratefully receive
the Privileges which were promifed. And all thefe
Things may properly be faid to belong to the Co-
venant of Grace. For the Covenant on God’s Part,
comprehends all the Privileges, temporal as well

as {piritual, which he fhall think proper to beflow
upon
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upon tnem: And on their Part it implies, their
Compliance, or Readinefs to comply, with all the
Duties and Services which he is pleafed to require of
them.

God may appoint Communities to he formed of
fuch Believers, order them to join in focial Wor-
thip, and hold Communion for their mutual Edi-
fication. In thefe Communities, he may appoint
Ofticers, and Oflice Work: May appoint Seals or
Tokens, which may reprefent and confirm Privi-
leges granted by him, and which may be alfo
Tokens and Seals of the Believers Compliance with
God’s Will. And the ordering or difpenfing of

many of thefe Things, may be committed to the -

Oflicers that God appoints, |
6. God may make it the Duty of all that love

hm, to join in fuch Communities, and jointly |
comply with inftituted Duties. May command |

and require them to confefs him before Men, or
publickly, in a Manner that fhall exprefs their
tupreme Regard for him. May require and com-
mand them to ufe Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper,
and in thefe Ways be diftinguifhed from the reft of
the World. And while he promifes and conveys
Privileges and Bleflings in and by thefe Means, he
may ftrictly require them to obferve or ufe thefe
Means in Token of their Obedience and faithful
Subjection to him. In this Cafe it might be taken
for granted, that none were true Lovers of God

or his obedient Children, but fuch as thus pub-

Jickly gave themfelves to him, and complied with
thefe plainly commanded Duties: Except there

was fome very fpecial Reafon, Impediment, or
Difficulty,
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Difficulty, that might prevent their thus joining
with the People of God, in the Duties and Privi-
leges which they performed and enjoyed. Now in
this Cafe, there is Propriety in faying, that thofe
who act thus, enter into Covenant with God;
becaufe he requires this Profeffion, and Dedication
of themfelves to him, as being his Covenant Peo-
g!c, and their Compliance with thefe Things, in

oken of their Obedience and Subjection to
him, )

7. God has not given to this Community, or to
the Officers of it, the Knowledge of the humane
Heart, They cannot fe: internally who have Grace,
and who have not. God has only given us Marks
or Signs which may exhibit credible Evidence ; and
by which we may have a prevailing Hope, and Rea-
fon to think Perfons are gracious. Therefore, if
Perfons offering to become Members of this Body,
exhibit the credibic Evidence, when yet they are
not truly gracious, (which is often the Cafe) they
may be admitted into this Community. And as
God has committed the Difpenfation of Ordinances
to thofe Men who know not the Hearts of others,
they will difpenfe them to thefe Hypocrites, or
gracelefs Perfons that intrude among them, as well
as to others; thus they have the external Privileges
of the Covenant adminiftred to them.

We fee then, what'tis to be realy and truly in
the Covenant of Grace, and what ’tis to be in, or
under the external Adminiftration or Difpenfation
of it. When Perfons truly repent, and believe they
are realy in Covenant with God, and have the in-

ternal and fpiritualBleflings of theCovenant difpenfed
10
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to them. But when unregenerate Perfons are ad-
mitted, upon their Profeflion and Appearance of
Religion, and enjoy the Sacraments, and other ex-
ternal Privileges, thefe are under the external Ad-
miniftration of the Covenant of Grace. As to what
1s outward and apparent, they enjoy the fame, that
true Believers do.

In the Senfes that have been mentioned, Divines
often fpeak of being in Covenant, as to its internal
Adminiftration, or faving Efficacy ; or being only
in, or under, the external Adminiftration of it. In
the fame Senfe, asthey fpeak of Perfons belong-
ing to the invifible Church, or only o the vi-
fible. Thofe that are favingly united to Chrift by
Faith, belong to the invifible Church : And thofe
that appear to belong to Chrift, and as fuch pro-
fefs their Faith and Obedicnce, they belong to the
vifible Church, whether gracious or not.

Heiice ’tis evident, 1ft. That Perfons may be-
long to the invifible and not to the vifible Church.
They not having had Time or Opportunity to mani-
feft their Repentance and Faith, and make a Profef-
fion of Religion. They have the internal Bleflings of
the Covenant adminiftred or communicated to
them, when yet they are not in or under the exter-
nal Adminiftration of it. 2d. Perfons may belong
to the vifible Church, and not to the invifible,.
may be under the outward ard not inward Admi-
niftration of the Covenant. 3d. Perfons may belong
both to the vifible and invifible Church, or be under
both the external and internal Adminiftration of
the Covenant of Grace. Thefe Diftin&ions are

eafy ; and this has been the general Senfe of the
Proteftant

N~ e —— T T o
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Proteftant Church. Hence gracelefs Perfops in
the Church have been called H pocrites, as appear-
ing to be what they are not. gut there is no fuch
Thing as an external Covengnt of Grace ; that un-
regenerate Men, as fuch, be admitted into;
for there is but one Cevenamt of Grace with Man,
and unregencrate Mea can be in it no other Way,
than by profeffing Religion, or what is equivalent,
and appearing as the true People of God; and
thus they may be in she external Adminiftration
of it.’

CHAP I

God as Head of the Jewith Church, and governin
ang ordering the fame, alled mot as the Search
of Hearts, or treated them not according to the fe-
cret invifible Difpofition of their Souls, but ac-
gording as they appeared in the Eyes of Men.

DO not mean, but that God let them know,
! and would have them confider that he was the
eart-fearching’God ; and that he required inward
Sincerity, and hated Hypocrify. And upon foms
few Occafions for fpecia] Reafons, he might dif
cover their fecret Abominations. But in genersf,
while a2 Family, Tribe, or the Nation appeared a4
have a fupreme Regard to him, and to fubmit 5
his Laws and Government, he outwardly treated
them as if they were fincere. Sq he took Ifrael ok
Sinai, as his trye Covenant People, Joyal and obe~
dient. Never (it may be) was there a greater iﬁ
pearanec smong P.eopléa of Regard to God ol
| | | 18
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his Laws. 'They made the moft full and free Pro«
feflion of Obedience and Subje&ion, as will be
thewn further on. And God received and treated
them accordingly, as his precious Saints. I remem-
ber thee, the Kindnefs of thy Youth, the Love of
thine Efpoufals, when thou wenteft after me in the
Wildernefs.—1irael was Holinefs to the Lord. Jer.
ii. 2, 3. So God received Ifrael after they had ferved
Idols, Judg. x. 15, 16. God refufed to accept
them upon their common {light Confeffion of Sin,
but would bring them at leaft to appear as true
Penitents. Tbe Children of lirael faid unto the
Lord, we bave finned, do thou unto us whatfever
Seemeth good unto thee,—And they put away the
Sirange Gods gi*om among them, and ferved the Lord.
They confefled, they fubmitted, they practifed
right, they appeared as truec Penitents, and then
God apparently accepted them; and raifed them
10 a Deliverer. But they foon fell to Idolatry again.
Lo our Saviour took Fudas. He chofe him for one
of the Twelve, to ftand ip a peculiar Relation to
him. No doubt judas then appeared as one of
Chrift’'s moft zealous Followers, and Chrift’s choice
of him appeared to Man, a moft {uitable Choice, as
taking one eminently Religious. * So he made him
the Treafurer or Steward of his Family, in which
Cafe efpecially, ’tis required that @ Man be found
- Faitbful. No doubt this appeared a’ fuitable Ap-
pointment to all that were acquainted with it;
Jfudas appearing to be one that was not only punc-
titioufly juft, but alfo kind and beneficent, having
a tender watchful Care for the Poor, &¢. Mat. gcxvi.
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8, 9. When vet our Saviour knew what was in
Yudas's Heart, and what he would be in Event.

The Reafon that God treats Men according to
the Appearance of their Grace and Goodnefs, and
not according to his fecret infallible Knowledge of
their Hearts, is, that it has pever been his Defign to
diftinguith Sairts from Sinners, in this World, by
any Thing but by their Condu&, or their I ruits. |
Not by immediately revealing the Secrets of the
Heart, by a conftant Courfe of Miracles, as he *
muft have done if he had treated them as the -
Searcher of Hearts, not according to, but dif-
ferent from their outward Condu@®. God treated
them as good Men would, and muft have treated
them, if they had been appointed to manage and
govern them, as was often the Cafe. Had he not
treated them according to their outward Condu&,
but as the Heart-fearching God, they would have
complained much more than they did, that the
Ways of the Lord are not equal. For thcv could
not havc {feen the fecret hidden Grounds and Reae
fons of the divine Conduct. |

God required of all, true Sincerity and fupreme
Love to himfelf : And if the People profefled tl‘us,
and their vifible Condu was agreeable, God, (as
to his vifible Condu@® to them) treated them as
being what they appeared to man to be.. At the
fame Time, he hated their Falthood, hypocritical
Profeftions and Want of Sincerity.

I have added this fhort Chapter to preclude the
Obje&ions and Arguments, that are often advanced
by Opponents, for Want of having in view, or con:
fidering what is herc obferved. They fay, God

C 2 himfelf
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 himfe)f took unrégeneratze Men into Covenant,
knowing them to be fuch, and admitted them to
the Seals of the Covenant, &¢c. And then they
afk, does not Ged approve of his own Condu&t?! .
And would he not have his Minifters do, in this
Refpe®, as he has done? Yes, fay they; therefore
unregenerate Men, as fuch, ought to be admitted,
is their Confequence. But by confidering what has
been obferved, it appears, there is not Ground or
Foundation for their Objeétions or Arguments. For
the Quettion is not, whether Church Officers may
not admit unregenerate Men, if they profefs Reli-
gion, and appear to be gracious, but whether they -
may admit them without their profefling a fupreme
Regard to God, and without loving thofe Marks
and Charatters, which the Word of God lays down as:
the vifible Characters of true Saints. What God has
done with Refpet to Jfrae/, is no Argument for
fuch Admiffion, for he did not receive any but fuch
as appeared to be truly gracious,. and to their fellow
Creatures exhibited credible Evidepce of their being
the obedient Children of God: And his knowing’
them to be Hypocrites, was owing to his Omnif-
ciency, which Church Officers have not, and which

he did not defign to ufe, for the Difcovery of fecret |

Hypocrify. |
ATNLNNARARRNAICRNN QAR IRNALARNANS
| Cil AP Il |
Qf lfracl's Covenanting in Mofes’s Time.
YERE 1 would thew, that God received and

owned that People only according to their
Covenanting,
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Covenanting, and their outward vifible Condu¢t in
complying with, or acting according to the Covenant.

1. Ifracl were led to cuvenant at Sinai, in a very
- Jolemn affeitionate and devout Manner. They heard

their duty enjoyned in a folemn Manner, with
awful Voice from the Top of the Mount: Bhovah
declaring that he was their God, and that they
thould love no other, Exod. xx. In the three fol-
lowing Chapters, we have a Summary of the Laws
and Ordinances required of them by the Lord.

Then in the Beginning of the next Chapter we lee
their Manner of Covenanting. Exod. xxiv. 7,~,
- And Mofes came and told the People all the ¥ ord:
of the Lord, and ail the Sfudgments: And all the
People anfwered with one Voice and faid all the
Words which the Lord hath fard will we do. And
Mofes wrote all the Words of the Lord— And b¢
took the Book of the Covenant and read in the Au-
dience of the People: And they faid all that the
Lord bath faid will we doand be obedient. And
- Mofes took the Blowd- and [prinkled it on the People
and faid, behold the Blood of the Covenant which
. the Lord bath made with you concerning all thefe
- Words.

2. 7T be broks the Covenant by their making and‘
wor:/bzpzmg the golden Calf. ldolatry was the moft
dire® Breach of the Covenant. The firft, the
greateft and moft important Articel in the Covenant
_ was, that Jehovah fhould be their God, and be
worfhiped and ferved without Images. A violation
of this fundamental Article was a Breach of the
whole Covenant. When Mofes faw the Calf and
their idolatrous Worthip, he broke the Tables,

which
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which are often call’'d the Tables of the Covenant.
By this he fignified that the Covenant was bioken.
God threatened to treat them as covenant Breakers,
to confume them, and not lead thomn to Canaan,
which was one Article in the Covenant with their
Fathers,

3. God was pleafed toremew Covenant again with
that People at Sinal, and led them to renew Cove-
nant. Mofes entreated for the People, that Ged
would remember his Covenant with Aérabam, &c.
God was pieafed in his infinite Condefcention, yet
to favour that Peoplc and renew Covenant with
them. But not till he had cxercifed proper Difci-
pline. He purged out fome Thoufands of them by
the Sword. Exod. xxxii. 26—28. And after that
brought the Remainder of them to be moft fub-
miflive and refigned. xod. xxx.ii. g, 6. For
the Lord had faid unto Moles, fay unto the Children
of Urael, ye are a fitff necked People : I will come
into the midft of thee, in a Moment, and confume
thee 5 therefore now put off thy Ornaments from thee,
that I may know what 1o do unto thee. And the
Children of lrael flript themfelves of their Orna-
ments by the Mount Horeb. After this we havc an
Account 'of their covenanting in the next Chapter.
Exod. xxxiv. The Lord faid unto Mofes bew thee
two Tables of Stone like unto the Firfl, and I wiil
write upon them, &c. And be bewed two Tables, &c.
And Mofes went up into Mount Sinai. And the
Lord pcffed by, and proclaimed the Lord God mer-
ciful and gracious, &c. And be faid bebold I make
a Covenant, &c. Belold I drive out the Amorites,

&Fc, Take heed that thou make not a Covenant with
the

T R
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the Inbabitants, &c. Ye foall defiroy thesr Altars,
&c. The Feaft of unleavened Bread Shall ye keep,
&c. Thrice in the Year fhall aii your Males appear,
&e. On the feventh Day ye fooli refl, &c. And the
Lord faid unto Mofes, write thou tkefe Words, for
after the Tenor of thefe Vords, I have made a
Covenant with thee and with Ifrze/. What fol-
lows in this and the next Chaptc thews, that the
People were led to their Part in the Covenant. Then
after that God inftituted the Tabernacle Worthip,
accepted their Offerings, and ordered them to keep
the Paffover as his Covenant People.  Which they
did for once, in the Beginning of the next Year,
after they came out of Egypt. See Numb. ix.

4. They broke Covenant again when the sze.r
returned from fearching the Land. This was about
ten Months after they departed from Mount a4z,
and in the End of the fecond Year after they went
out of Egypt; as is eafily feen by comparing the
feveral Parts of the Hiftory. They difbelieved God,
and faid they were not able to overcome the Inha-
bitants of Canaan. They refufed to truft Febovab,
faulted his Dealings with them, rofe into open
Rebellion, and attempted to appoint a Captain or
- General of thejr own to lead them back into E-
Zype. Thcv bad Stone Caleb and Yofbua, for in-
terpofing to the contrary, &c. God confidered
their Rebellion as a Breach of Covenant, and upon
this Occafion fware in his Wrath, that they {hould
not enter into his' Reft. He refufed to fulﬁl to that
Generation, the Promife in his Covenant with A4-
brabam, of giving his Seed the Land of Canaan.
God fays, ye [hall bear your Imguztm, and ye fbaid

knew
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&now my Breach of Promife, I the Lord bave faids
I will furely do it unto all this evil Generation that
are gathered together againf8 me : In this Wilderncfs
fhall they be confumed. Numb. xiv. 34, 38.

" 5. God never more renewed Covenant with that
Generation. For the Space of Thirty-eight Years
after, ’till all that Generation were dead, he looked
upon and treated them as a People out of Covenant,
He fulfilled not, but with-held the Prornifes of the
Covenant from them. As they had broke Cove-
nant he regarded themnot. Heb. viii. 9. Not ac-
cording to the Covenant that I made with their Fa-
thers, when I led them out of the Land of Egypt,
becaufe they continued not 1n my Covenant, and 1 re-
garded them not, faith the Lord. After this he al-
lcw’d them not, or required them not, to keep any
Paffover ; he accepted no Offering or Sacrifice of
them the Remainder of the forty Years in the
Wildernefs. See Amos v. and A¢ts vii. In all this
Tiine he allow’d them not to circumcife their Chil-
dren, which Rite was a Tok-r of the Covenant.
Their not being allow'd to cir~umcife their Chil-
dren, was, becaufe they had broke Covenant and
God treated them accordingly ; as appears in the
Account given of it, Jofhua v. 6. After their not
being circumcifed is mentioned; ’tis added as a
Reafors.  For vbe Children of lirael walked forty
Years in the Wildernefs, 'till all the People, that

were Men 1t War whics came out of Egypt were .

eonfimes. vecavie they obeyed not the Voice of the

.

Lord. .
God 1 all Ret+&s treated them as a People out

of Covenant, deftu.zd to Deftruction, as is evident in
many

."mw
~ i daanica,
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many Places in Deutronomy, where Myfes fpeaks
of therk,

6. With their Children, the next Generation, God
entered again into Covenant in the Plains of Moab
Juft before they went info Canaan. This was a fo~
Jemn Tranfaction, bome Account of it we have
Deuat. xxix. 1, 10==13. Thefe are the Words of the
Covenant which the Lord commanded Moles to make
with the Children of Urael in the Land of Moab,
befide the Covenant which he made with them in
Horeb. You fland all of you this Day before the
Lord, &c. That thou fhouldeft enter into Covenant
with the Lord thy God, and into bis QOath, &c.
The exprefs Nature of the Covenant we have more
fully in Chap. xxvi. ver. 17, 18. Thou haft avouched
the Lord this Day to be thy God, to walk in bis
Ways, &c. And tbe Lord hath avouched thee this
Day to be bis peculiar People, &c.” Myfes leading
the People thus to covenant, was one of his laft
A&s. Soon after this by God’s Dire&ion, the Peo-
ple were circumcifed, and kept the Paflover. Jof. v,

SRR EPRXAOX L ANV L LORRNAORCR I RNOND

CHAP. IV.
What was the Nature of the Covenanting that God
required of that People 2 Whether gracious Sina
cer ity was implied in it ¢

H E Queftion is not, how they d:d altus
ally covenant, but what God required and in=
fifted on, and what they evidenced tc Man. They
might covenant in Hypocrify, when God required
Sincerity. And his receiving and treating them as @
covenant People after they had covenzated in Hy=

pocrilfy
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pocrifv, is no Evidence that he did not infift on their
covenanting with gracious Sincerity. This is evident
by what has been obferved, of God's treating them
according totheir Appearance, and not as the Searcher
of Hearis, Now to prove that gracions Sincerity or
fupreme J.ove to God was required in their cove-
nanting, that it was implied in it, and that there
was the proper Appearance of it, 1 ofter the fol-
lowing Arguments.

1. God does and mu/t require the Heart in every
Duty. Efpecially muft he do this in covenanting ;
when People enter into the Covenant of Grace in
order to receive and enioy the Seals of the Cove-
nant. For God not to require the Heart, in cove-
nanting with People would be to give up his Right,
and deny and contradit himfelf. He is moft wor-
thy to be Toved, fupremely by every rational Crea-
ture: He is moft excellent and amiable, and ’tis
infinitely fit that all Creatures thould love him f{u-
premely, and ’tis infinitely fit and proper that he
fnould require and infift on this. For himto treat
with Creatures in a covenant Way without requir-
ing this, would be to under-value himfelf, deny
himfelf, -and implicitly countenance or tolerate the
Breach of the firft and greateft of all Comniands,
which is to love him with all the Heart. God will,
yea, muft maintain his Character and Dignity. I
think ’tis nothing fhort of Demontftration, that
God maintaining his proper Character, his Laws,
and ‘Government muf} require the Heart of all Peo-
ple in their covenanting with him. God cannot
deny himfelf, or refle¢t dihonour upon his Laws
and Government : Cannot with Dignity treat or
o covenant
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covenant with thofe that do not deny, but let it be
known, that they love fomething elfe more than
God :" Yea, have a prevailing Diflike to God, his
Laws and Governments, which is the leaft, ('md
moft favourable) that can be faid of any unregene-
ratc Perfon. Accordingly we do not find any the
Jeaft Appearance in Scripture of God’s propofing
that any fhould come into the Covenant of Grace,
and enjoy the Seal of it, without giving him the
Heart.

2. The Ten Commandments were the Matter of
therr Covenant : Now the Sum and Subflance of thefé
is to love the Lord with all the Heart, Soul, Mind
and Strength, and our Neighbour as ourfelves. The
Subftance of what God required of the People in
their covenanting, and which they agreed to, was
contained 1 the Ten Commandments. Thefe are
often call'd #their Covenant. And the Covenant
which God made awith them. They are often mind-
ed of this, 'tis inculcated upon them. The Tables
of Stone upon which they were wrote, are called the
Tables of zhe Covenant. Exod. xxxiv. 28, And be
wrote upon the Tables the Words of the Covenant,
the Ten Commandments. Deut. iv. 12, 13. And
the Lord [pake unto you out of the Midft of the
Fire, &c.—dAnd be declared unto you his Covenant,
which be commanded you to perform, even Ten
Commandments, and he wrote them upon two Ta-
bles of Stone. Deut. 1x. 9. When I was gone into
the Mount to recerve the Tables of Stone, even the
Tables of the Covenant which the Lord made with
you. Verfe 1. And it came to pafs at the End 8f

Jorty Days and forty Nz‘b/f)t:, that the Lord gzwé' e

yhe
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the two Tables of Stone, even the Tables of the
Covenant. Verfe 15. So I turned and came down
Jrom the Mount, and the two 7. ables: of the Cove-
nant were tn my two Hands, Much more to the
{ame Purpofe might be added, but this is {fufficient.
Now the Subftance of thefe Commands were to
have Jehovah for a God, and to love him with all
the Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength, and our
Neighbour as ourfelves. Thus ’tis held that our
‘Saviour fummed them up. Mat. xxii. 36—42.
Since therefore thefe Commands were their Cove-
nant or what they did covenant, and their meaning
is to love the Lord with all the Heart, &¢. No-
thing lefs than gracious Sincerity was required in
their covenanting. And this was implied in what

they profefled and manifefted.

3. 'Tis impoffible any Words fhould be ufed, that
more fully imply, giving the Heart and Soul to God,
and ferving bim in Love and Sincerity, than thufe
ufed by Mofes and Yrael in their covenarting, When
God told the People what he required of them, and
that they thould obey bis Voice indeed. Exod. xix. 8.
Al the People anfwered together and faid all that
the Lord hath fpoken we will do. And again, Exod.
xxiv. 7. And be took the Book of the Covenant and
read in the Audience of the People, and 1hey faid,
all that the Lord hath faid will we do, and be obe-
dient. Deut. xxvi. 17. Thou hafy avouched the Lord
this Day to o¢ thy God, and to walk in bis Ways, and
to keep hbis Statutes and his Commandments, and
 Fudgments, and to bearken unto bis Voice. In Deut.
Wi 4, 5. Mofes inculcates their Duty as God’s co-
gkppnt Pzcple. Hear O Irael, tbe Lord our God s

J . one
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one Lord, and thou [balt love the Lord thy God,
with all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, and «with
all thy Might. Words of juft the fame Import with
the Ten Cotnmandments which were their Cove-
nant. Much more to this Purpofe might be pro-
duced. Now ’tis certainly an abufe of Language,
and an awfu] Detraction from the Energy, Spirit, and
Copioufnefs of Scripture, tofuppofe that thefe Phrafes
do not imply the Heart and gracious Sincerity. Or
that their natural Import or Meaning can be {hort
of this. Our Saviour fays, there is no greater Com-
mand than that which Ifr4e/ agreed to as their Co-
venant, it muft therefore certainly imply the Heart
and true gracious Love, otherways there would be
fomething more added to the Command to make it
greater.,

4. Ttat Yfrael at that Time exhibited the Evidence
of gractous Sincerity or true Holinefs, and that in an
eminent Manner 15 evident from many Pafages of
Scripture.  Jer.ii. 21. God fpeaking of the Time
when they came out of Egypt, when he bad broken
their Yoke and burft their Bands, {ays, I had planted
thee a noble ¥ine, wholly a right Seed: How then
art thou turned into the degenerate Plant of a firange
Vine unto me. - According to the divine Inftitution
at firft, they were wholly a right Seed : They ap-
peared to be fo. This is emphatically exprefled in
the 2d 'and 3d Verfes of this Chapter. Thus fasith
the Lord, I remember thee, the Kindnefs of thy

Youth, the Love of thine Efpoufals,when thou wenteff |

after me in the Wildernefs, in a Land that was not

Jown. Irael was bolinefs unto the Lord. How emi= |

nent their Appearance of Holinefs was, may be feen

alfo !
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alfo in Hofea ix. 1o. I found lfracl like Grapes in
the Wildernefs 5 I faw your Fathers as the firjt ripe
in the Fig-tree, at ber firff Time. (Peculiarly Deli-
cious) But they went to Baal-peor and foparated
themfelves unto that fhame, Hither alfo may be re-
ferd thatin Numb. xxiii. 21. He hath ngt bebeld
Iniquity in Jacob, ncither batb be feen Perverfonefs
in Ifrael. There is much in Scripture that thews,
that while they remained in Covcnant, there was
great Appearance of eminent Holinefs and Good-
nefs in that People; even fuch as God approved
and delighted in, and was very precious to him, if
it had been real. And their being fecretly otherways
in Heart, is nothing againft my Argument, as is
fhewn in the fecond Chapter.

I think thefe Arguments abundantly prove the
Point. ‘There are other Arguments which if not
fo full and conclufive in themfelves, yet added to
thofe, ferve to confirm the Truth. Thus, The I/~
raelites were fhut out of Heaven, and out of Canaan,
for unbelief. Heb. iii. and iv Chapters. To them
was the Gofpel preached, but it did not profit them,
not being mixed with Faith—We fee they could not
enter in becaufe of unbelief, &c. They were fhut
out of Canaan, and Heaven, for covenant Breaking,

Obftinacy and Unbelief. Therefore faving Faith,

~ Love and Obediencc, was implied in their Cove-
' mant : For Ged led thcin to Canaan as 2 covenant
- People and no otherways. Again,

Circumcifion was the Seal of the Covenant:
And God often fhews, that what he requires is the

Circumcifion of the Heart, and blames, them and
: " | | ranks
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ranks them among the Heathen, for being of uncir-

cumcifed Hearts. Jer. ix. 26. Lattly,
That gracious bincerity was requircd in eating
" the Paflover, and not to be eaten without, may be
argued from their being fo ftrictly and repeatedly
~ furbid the Ufe of Leaven, compared with what is
faid by our Saviour and St. Pau/ upon it. Exod.
xii. 8, 15, 18, 19. They fhall eat the Flofh i that
Night, roaft «with Fire and unleavened Bread,——
Seven Days fhall ye ear unleavened Bread.~~The
Sirft Day fball ye put away leaven out of your Houfes.
—Whafocver eatcth leavened Bread, that Soul fhall

i leaven found in your Houfis, whefocver eateth that
which is leavened, that Soul [hall be cut off . —Ye
fhall eat nothing leavened in-all your Habitations, ye
flall eat unleavened Bread. This is abundantly and
often repeated and inculcaird as a Matter of great

3» 4. and asbi. It was the moft important Thing

in this Feaft, {o that it came to be call’'d the Fealt:
of unleavened Bread. And we find this enjoyned in
vall their Sacrifices, for God required them all to be

v offered in Faith and Sincerity, without Hypocrify
and prevailing Fraud and Wickednefs. I am: far from
encouraging a myftical Interpretation of Scripture ;
I'look upon it dangerous. But we ought to cim-

. pare Scripture with Scripture, and allow it to &~
pound its felf, efpecially to ufe the New Teftament
to underftand the Old. 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. Purge out

therefore the old Leaven, that ye may be a new Lump,

v as ye are unleavened. For even Chrift our Paffover is

Jacrificed for us. Therejore let us keep the Feafl not,
with

be cut off from fjiael. Seven Days [ball there be no

Importance. See Exod. xiit. 3, 6, 7. Deut. x1.-
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with old Leaven, neither with th+ Leaven of Malice
and Wickednefs, but with the unleavened Bread of
Sincerity and Truth. In the Apoftles Senfe, leaven
fignifies Malice and Wickednefs, and other Lufts
that we muft purgeout : And by unleavened Bread,
he means Sincerity and Truth. And thefe Things
he fpeaks with a dire@ Reference to the Lord’s
Supper and the Paflover, and the Few/h Cuftom of
purging out their Leaven. And he feems to fpeak
it in a Manner that was familiar and well under-
ftood by the Fews. Our Saviour. alfo thews, that
Yeaven was ufed to fignify Hypocrify and Wicked-
nefs, The Leaven of the Pharifecs was Hypocrify.
And the Leaven of Herod, was be fure fomething
very bad.

SAVARELCLRALVAAFVEVNOROLALEOIARARN
CHAP V.

- Whether the Jews were required to covenant in_fuch

a Manner from one Generation to ansther €

R. Edwards*, has confidered this Point
largely, and with great Evidence : Nor can

i hope to do it better. Nor will this be difputed

if the other Things which I have attempted are
properly proved. 1 fhall therefore pafs this briefly.
Their Law as their Covenant, was to be redd to
them every feven Years, with a Defign that it might

- be fubmitted to and complied with. Deut. xxxi.

9,—12. And Mofes wrote the Law and delivered

| 1t to the Priefts, &c. And Mofes commanded them

- Jaying, at the End of every feven Years, in the So-

a’emm'{y

@ See his Inquiry into the Qualifications for full Communion, &,

- -
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lemnity of the Year of Releafe, in the Feaft of T a-
bernacles, when all lrael is come to appear before the
Lord thy God, in the Place which be fhall choofe,
thou fbalt read this Law, before all Iirael in thesr
bearing. Gather the People together; Men and Wo-
men, and Children, and thy Strangers that is within
thy Gates, that they may bear, and that they may
learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obferve to
do all the Words of this Law., Al their Males
appearing thrice every Year before God, in Obe~
dience to his Command, was an implicit Subjection
and Dedication of themfelves to him. Every Firft~
born being folcmnly dedicated to him, and rcdcem-
ed with a certain Price, wasan implicit Covenant-
ing. 'Tis moft evident, that fome of their facrifi«
cal Tranfaltions, which were often repeated, plain-
ly exprefled or implied covenanting, or a folemn
Dcdlcatton of themfelves to God, efpecially on the
greut Day of Atonement. Any one that will care-
fully vead the xxvith Chapter of Deuteronomy, wiil
cvidently fee, that a Renewing of Covenant with
God, was required, or implied, every Time they of-
~ fered the firft Fruits. Ifrac/ were won't to apoftatife

and depart from God : And we find that when they
returned, came to Senfe of Duty, and reform, they
renewed Covenant, or entered {olemnly into Cove-
nant with God. Which if it does not prove, that

this ought to have been done, had they not apofta= .

tifed, 1t will prove that without fuch Apoftacy,.:
they would have been confidered as God’s Cove~ |
nant People. Inftances of their renewing Covenang

after Apoftacy, we have in 2 Chron. xv. in Afd’Q
. Time, and 2 Chron. xxiv. in fofab’s Time.

CHAH
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Of the Difcipline and Cenfures of that Cburch.

YINCE Manis in a fallen depraved State, no
Y bumane Society will be kept regular and in
due Order, without a proper Difcipline. If God
conftituted the Yewiw Church in fuch Holinefs and
Regularity as we have obferved, we have Reafon to
think, that he who is uniform in all Things, would

point fuch a Difcipline, which if properly exer-
cifed, would keep it fo. Here then we are toen-
quire into this Matter. And we fhall find fuch a
Difcipline appointed, that if it had been exercifed
as was ordered, there wculd have been none allow-
ed or tolerated, among them, but fuch as exhibited
credible Evidence of a prevailing Regard to Jeho-
vah and- his Laws, or in other Words, fuch as ap-
peared to be truly good People. For we find,

1. That all grofs, fcandalous, prefumptuous Sin-
ners, were exprefly and pofitively ordered to be cut
¢/fs yea, put to Death. This was defign’d that
others might not be corrupted, but that all might
fear and do no more fuch Wickednefs, Thofe
guilty of,

Idolatry. Exod. xxii. 20. He that facrificeth unto
any God, fave unto the Lord enly, be fhall be utterly
deftroyed. Deut. xiii. 6,~—10. If thy Brother, or
tby Sen, or thy Daughter, or the Wife of thy Bo-

Y fom, or thy Friend, which is as thine own Soul, fball
~-symtice thee fecretly, faying, Let us go and ferve other
- Qods—~Thou fhall not confent unto bim.~—Neither

|
l

<l thine Eye pity bim, neither (ball thou [pare bim,

neither

-
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neither fbalt thou conzeal bim, but thou fhalt {urely
kill him—Thou [halt flone bim with Stones that he
dre.

Blafphemy. Lev. xxiv. 1§, 16.—Whofoever curfeth
his God, fhall bear bis Sin. And be that blafphem-
eth the Name of the Lord, be fball {urely be put ta
Death. Al the Congregattorz fhall ccrtamly Sone

bim.
Murder. Lev. xxiv. 17. He that killeth any Md’l

Sfhall {urely be pur to Death.
Adultery. Lev. xx. 10. The Man that cammitteth
Adultery with anotber Mar’s Wife~The Adulterer
and the Adulterefs, fhall furely be put to Death. = |
Incef. Lev. xx. 11, 12. The Man that lieth
with bis Fatbher's Wife—both of them fhall turely be
put to Death. If a Man lie with bis Daughter-in-
law, both of them fhall (urely be put ¢ Death.

A Rape. If a Man find, &c and the Man Jorce
ber and lic with ber, then the Man only fhall die. -

Whoredom. Deut. xxii, 21. Then they fhall bring
out the Damfel—and the Men of the City fball ffone
ber, with Stomes, that fhe die, éecau/é Jbe bath
wrought Folly in Urael, to play the Whorein ber Fa-
ther's Houfe.
" Unnatural Lufts. Exod. xxii. 19. and Lev. xxiv,
13. Whofoever heth with a Beaft, fhall furely be
put to Death.—If a Man lye with Mankind, as be
lieth with a Womany—both of them [ball furely k'
put to Death.

Witchcraft. Exod..xxii, 18. ‘leou yl»a/t nok: M.”*
ﬂra Witch to lve, C rimend

Man-Stealing. Exod. xxi. 16. He tbat ﬂea/e' -

E 2
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2 Man and felleth bim, or if be be found in bis Hand,
be fball furcly be put to Death.
Sabbath-Breaking. Exod. xxxi. 14. Ye fball keep
the Sabbath, for it is Holy : Every onethat defiletfh
3t fhall furely be put to Death. And Exod. xxxv. 2.
W bofoever doth work therein, fhall be put to Death.
Childrens Wickednefs and Difibedicnce to Parents.
Exod. xxi. 15, 17. He that fmtcth bis Father or
bis Mother, fhall furely be put to Death.—He that
curfeth bis Father or bis Mother fhall furely be put to
Death. Deut. xxi. 18. If @ Man bave a flubborn and
rebellious Son, that will not obey the Voice of his Fa-
~ zher,orthe Voice of bis Mother,and that when they have
| chaftened bim, will not hearken unto them.—Tbey (ball
- bring bim out to the Elders of the City, and fay, this
our Son, is flubborn and rebellious, he will not dbey our
Voice,be s aGlutton and a Drunkard. And all the Men
of the City, fball flone him with Stones, that be diet.
2. In all other Offences thdt were not Capital,
they were to make Satisfattion, ‘offer Sacrifices, feck
and obtain Atonement, and fo come intd good Randing.
When they had irjured any of their Breitkiren, they
were to make Reftitation, or Satisfaction, that they
might be. in Charity with them; and befide this,
they were to bring their Offering to the Lord,"and
- feck an Attonement, thereby acknowledging their
Sin, and applying for Mercy.” And what more
could be done to reftore thera to good Standing, as
Y true

+ While tranfcribing thefe Punithments, it appeared to me in fo firong and
ar a Manner, how impoffible ’tis for unregenerate Perfons, or any that do not
c God, above Father and Mother, .Wifc and Child, to comply with thefe Di-
Wetions, that I could not help inferting it in this Note, as an Argument, that
“gikpcious Sincerity or true Love to God, was required of them, in ovder to be

gmbers of this Church, fince none would ewer be likely to comply with many of

thefe Direions, if they had not a fupremc fervent Love to God, and Regard te
his Glory,




(27)

true Penitents, or the real People of God. So for
Stealing, Exod. xxii. 1. If @ Man fball feal an
Ox or a Sheep, and kil it or fell it 5 be fhall refiore
five Oxen for an Ox, and four Sheep for a Sheep.
Lev. vi. 2,—7. If a Soul Sin, and commit a Tre/=
pafs againft the Lord, and lie unto his Neigbbour,
in that which was delivered bim to keep, or in Fel-.
lowfbip, or in a Thing taken away by Violence, or
bath decerved bis Neighbour ; or that jfound that
which was loff, and lieth concerning it, and fwear-
eth fallly ;s in any of all thofe that @ Man doth,” fin-
ning therein : Then st fball be, becaufe be bath fin-
nedy and is guilty, that be fhall reflore that which
bhe took viclently away, or that Thing which be bath
deceitfully gotten, or that which was delivered him
to keep, or the loff Thing which be found~—He (hall
even reflore it in the Princit al, and fball add the fifth
Part more thereto, and grve 58 unto bim to whom it
appertain®b, in the Day of bis trefpafs Offering :
And be fhall bring bis trefpafs Offering unto the:
Lord, a Ram, &¢. "And the Prieft fhall make an
Atonement for him before the Lord, and it thall be
forgiven'him, for any Thing' of all that be bath done,
in trefpaffing theremm. 1 could produce other Ihftan-
ces of making Satisfaction for Injuries, and fecking
Pardon of God by Sacrifice, but ’tis needlefs. In |
Lev. xix. 20,~22. is mentioned an Inftance of |
Uncleannefs, that was not Capital. Here was no
Occafion for Reftitution, but 'tis added,—He fhall
bring kis trefpafs Offering unto the Lord—And the
Prieft foall make an Atonement for him~—And the
Sin whieh he hath done fhall be forgiven him. -
Thus were they to do for rath Words, and fr'udd;‘?g o

paffionats ¥

|
!
|
]
|
!

o
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 paffionate profane Speaking. Lev. v. 4,—6. If a
Soul fwear, prenouncing with bis sz: to do Evil,
or to do Good, whatfoever it fhall be that a Man
Jhall pronounce with an Oath, and it be bid from
bim; when be knoweth of 1t, then be [hall be guilty
in one of thefe~—And be [(hall confels that be bath

Sinned 5 and be fhall bring bis_trefpafs Offering unto
the Lord, for bis Sin, &c. Their Sins of Inadver-
tency or Ignorance, were to be acknowledged by
Sacrifice, when they came to know what they had
done. Lev. iv. 1,—35.

3. Perfons that neglecled to make fuch Satisfaétion,
and turn to God by Sacrifice, feek Atonement and come
into good Standing, were to be cyt off. And sf they
meglecied to obferve the Sacraments, they were to be

cut off. On the great Day of Atonement, they were
to have all Things fet right between God and them,
and their Fellow Creatures; they were to offer Sa-
crifice and affli&t their Souls. Lev xxiii, 9. What-

Soever Soul it be that jball not be affiicled in ‘that
Day, be fhall be cut-gff from among bis People.
He that would not do the Things that have been
mentioned, was bound under a Curfe. Deut, xxvii.
26. Curfed be be that confirmeth not all the Words
of this Law to do them. And all the People [hall fay,
Amen. Numb. xix. 20. The Man that /79411 be un-
clean, and fhall not purify bimfelf, that Soul jba/[
be cut off from among the Congregation. -

For not obferving the Sacraments. Numb. ug

. The Man that is clean, and is not in a Sourney,

(md Jorbeareth to keep the Paffover ; even that Soul

jball be cut off from his People, becaufe be brought nzt
- t 6
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the Offering of the Lord in bhis appointed Seafon :
That Man fball bear his Sin.

Of Circumcifion. Gen. xvil. 14. The uncircum-
cifed Man Child,—[hall be cut off from bis People :
He bath broken my Covenant. In fuch Duties were
they to renew their Covenant, and keep up their
Religion.

Now what more could be requifite to conftitute
a Church, or people the true vifible Church of
God, giving all the Evidence that the Nature of the |
Cafe will admit, of their being fincerely devoted to

- him, true Lovers of him, and his obedient Chil-
~ dren ; all that appeared otherways being cut off.

Let us conceive a Church in our Day, as holy,
ftrict and regular as poffible, exhibiting proper Evi-
dence, of being a true fpiritual Church of Chrift,
viz. They in the firft Place, folemnly give them-
felves to God in Covenant, their lives being agree=
able, having received the Sacrament of Baptifm,
they obferved the Sacrament of the Supper, and
renew Covenant there, with the greateft Impartia-
lity ; they cut off all fcandalous Perfons from their
Communion ; when any lefler Injury is done or Of-
fence given, they carefully heal the Breach, the
Offenders make Satisfattion for Injuries, confefs
their Fault publickly, and as publickly feek Pardon
of God, joining in folemn A&s of Devotion, in
Token of Love and Chriftian Fellowfhip, careful in
bringing up, inftruting and difciplining their
Children. As much, yea, more than I have here
articularifed, was commanded, and by God requir-

¢d to be oblerved and practifed, by the Church -of
Ifrael.
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Ifrael. What more could be required in any Pco-
ple, to exhibit the Evidence of gracious Sincerity ?

Whether the Di":ipline that God appointed, was
picperly obferved, or finfully neglected in the
Church of Ifrael, is not to our prefent Purpofe ; we
have been confidering how God appointed and
commanded Things to be.

GRSRGERIQFSFRUGFERLRREICERJUIFRERUIED
| CHAP VIL | |
Of God's Covenant with Abraham and bis Seed.

Gen. xviit,

OD’s Covenant with Abrabam and his Seed,

has always been confidered ag an important

-Subjed, that aftords confiderable Light, with Re-.

fpect to the Nature and Conftitution of the vifible

Church ; not only Fewsfb but Chriftian. Efpecially

has it been fo confidered by Preflyterians, who
hold it right to baptife Innints,

It has been allowed by moft Divines (even by
themn that are for admitting gracelefs Perfons) that
the Covenant with Abrabam, may properly be cal-
led a Covenant of Grace. 'Tis evident God cove- .
nanted with Abrabam, as a truc Believer, a truly
gracious Perfon.

‘Yhat { have to obferve, is, that true Grace was
neceffary for a Perfon, in order to be really and.
propeiy in this Covenant: T'rue Faith or a hearty
Submifiion to God, was the Condition of being in

| this

1 As my defipn was to inquire into the Confitution and Difcipline of the Few-
iy Clurch, *t war not impinper to confider what I have alrcady faid, before I tuok
govice of the Abrabanic Covenaat, altho' this properly belongs to the Tewifb
 Lhui<l. and mufk have a brief Coniider ation,
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this Covepant : And the Appearance of Grace or
ontward Evidence of it, was the Condition of
being in the external Adminiftration of it. God

orderet ard appointed gib to be cut off from it, who
did nocr appear thus. 15 has already been thewn,
that Ged roquires e Ileart and Sincenity, in every
Covenant ; and thar he cunnot, confiftent with his
Honour and Dignity, Laws and (;mrernment, Co-
venant it Man, witheut requiring or making
this the ‘Tern of the Covenant. This, and other
Thinoe, 4 'a the fourth Chqpter, are equally
true, wiilh Reipedt to Abrabaw’s Covenant.  Ag
fuch Sincerity was n.,ceﬁarvm the Nature of Things,
{o there is nothing in the Condition, or Circuim-
ftance, of Abrabamn’s Family, that contradiéts’it, bug
much to confirm it. There is all pofiible Reafon
to conclude, that Abrabam and his Family WEre,
what ‘¥ofbua faid, he and his Houfe would be, v.z.
‘That they ferved the Lord. God himfelf gives this
Teftimony of Abrabamy, Gen. xviii. 19. I know
bim, that he will command bis Children, and bis
Houfbold after bim, and they fhall kecp the Way of
the Lord, to do Juflice and Sfudgment ; thui the
Lord ma, bring upon Abraham that which be bath
Shoken oj bim. Here we fee that Adbrabam took
Care to have, not only his Children, but his.
Houfhold to ferve the Lord. In this Account, there,
is all that is implicd in the Characer of true Saints. .
1 donot fay, that all Abrabam’s circamcifed Servants
had true Grace: 1 know not but thcy had, and ¥,
kpow ot that they had. Butwhat I maintain is, thqt ;

they had the Appcarance of it, or gave Evidence,
of havmg a fupreme Regard to Jehovah, 8o fa‘ |

a3
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@5 we can come to Particulars, as to his Servants,
.they appeared to be eminently good. What re-
markable Piety and Fidelity appeared in the Ser-
wvant that went for Rebecca, Gen. xxiv, Ifhmacl
was admritted and circumcifed as a Child of the
‘Family : But as foon as Profanencfs and Irreligion
‘appeared in him, he was.cait out, and that by Gud's
eyprefa Command.

{ know fome are ready to =ik, Can we fuppafc
that all the numerous F amily of Abraham’s Servants
were truly piows. To which I anfwer, (1) that
there is "ot the leaft Appearance to the contrary.
‘But (2) nune pretend to affert; that they were all
‘pious; we know not the State of their Souls: But
‘what is contunded for is, that they were of a good
moral Chara¢ er, and fubmitted 10 Jehovah as the
true God, an profefled a fuprems Regard to him,
by worfhiping hzm, and obfﬁrv.ng his Comimands.

s to Abra am’s O (:(:d ‘they wore exprefity res
qmrcd to love sod in e émy, ard {erve niry wic
their Hearts; ¢« nd any putlick Evidance o the con-
trary, cui therr off Godvequired ther all, on Puin
of eternal Day nation, as well as of temparal Dif-
sdvantages, to ove Liim in Sincerity 3 to keep and
feal his Coven: 3¢, wlich waz that he wouid be 2
God to them, nd that they thould ¥e his Peotla,
and that thofc that would not Seai his Cove.mnt.
dhould be utte ly cat off. Gen. xvii. 75 10, ¥4.
Accordingly v find,  when Tofzs-had neglecied
'the Sezl of th Covenant, the Lord mct hing -ard
was about ¢to ] |l hi»}":, aor wonld he let him go,
till his Wife,  10wing thf* Laufc, 1l uaﬁc circuin-
cifed his Son. R

e CIIAP
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SBEAWHERDIBLANIORFRLILNN2RR2XR0VL AR
CHAP VIIL
How liracl were admitted co the Paffover in Egypt.

OME have endiavoured to deduce an Argu-
ment againit the Principles I maintain, from

the Children of Ifrael’s being admitted to the Paf-
fover in Egypt. They fay, there is no Account of
covenanting when they were admitted to the firit
Paffover ; and yet many of them had been guilty
of ldolatry, and other Vices, fo as not to have the
Appearance of true Rclxglon (Not now to urge
this againft themfelves, fince it argues as much for
the Admiffion of fcandalous profane Sinners, as for
any unregencrate ones) I obferve, that if there was
no account or mention made of it, yet it would
- e no Evidence that they did not Covenant in order
to partake of the Pafiover. We have often fome
brief hiftorical Accounts of the principal Pa: s of |
an Affair, when yet many important Circumftances
are omitted, which may notwithlauding be gae
thered from other Parts of Scripture. Thue in this
very Hiftory, we are told, that Mo/ir was brought
up for Pharcal’s Daughter, aud hecame her Son s
But "ts in the new ’Icﬁamcm, that we are told, he
was learned in all the Wildom of the Mgyptians
aitd that he refuied to be called the Son of Pézz-
r:oWs Daaghter.  So in Exod. we are told 05 i,
fmntmng the Egyprian that oppicifed the FFil,
but tis from the New Tetament that we ml“”ff ;o
inat he (uyncwd they would have underflood, that
zod would detiver them by his Hand., As to the
I 2 Pafloves,

v
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Paflover, we are in Scripture, fufficiently told what
covenanting God requires. But if we attend to the
hiftorical Account in Exodus, we thall find fuffici-
ent Reafon to conclude, that Ifrae/ wete led to re-
new Covenant in Egyps; as no doubt there was
Reafon for it, when many of them had yielded to
the Idolatries of Egypr, and other Vices.

God appeared to Mofes, as the God of Abrabam,
as he tells him ; and as fuch, fent him to the Chil-
Jdren of Ifrael; tells them he remembers his Cove
nant, and was about to fulfil it, in giving Abra-
ham's Seed the promifed Land ; tells them that
they {Liuld come cut of Egyps, and worfhip and
Sacrifice to him, (Jc. Thxs was certainly a Call
and Encouragement to them to repent and tarn to
Lim. And when Mofes and daron, went and ac-
quainted ‘the People with all this, "tis faid, Exod.
iv. 21, The People believed: snd when - they board *
"/.un rhe Lord /ma vifited the Children of Iiael, then
¢o2y bowed their Hcms and worfhiped. In’ what
God faid, was imphed and propofed the principal
‘T'erms of the Covenant: in what the People do, is
implied their Confent, in worthiping Jenovah as
dkftmgmﬂ ed from ail falfe Gods, By s Name
]l'hoa..:h. h(. revested him&lf to them, and as fuch
JM;I heteved and -verthiped hsm.. But more fuli o
the Purpofe, is thii in M": itk ’tm“ut(‘l Vi
2,~~q. God jhate wnto Mintes, ara g fiid uneo i,
X am the Lord.=-I appeared un*s lorchan, 1mau
gnd acab, by ibe Name of wm' 4mzlﬂrﬂfv T
bave offadly). i my Covenens wirh thensommdng ]
have heard by ro iing a7 e f ’u et of Efmclw-
and 1 bave remember: J 21y Uovenant, Wherefere, /oy

f’ L - . ﬂ["-ﬂ
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unto the Children of lfrael, I am the Lord,
will bring you out from under the Burden:
Egyptians, and I will redeem you with ¢
out Arm. And I will take you unto m
ple; and I will be to you a God-

- know (or own, or acknowledge, a

Y fignifics ) that I am the Lord yor

Mes fpake fo uvto the Children

- tis {aid, that they did not (2

for the Anguith of their Sp

dage, yct 'tis evident, t

hearken and comply, 17

rattons awd Propofuls, )

And we find, that th

mit to God, wn what

1y the Patiover, &

told ’;.he People, i

Covenant with 7

¥ fﬁg);f‘:‘,. ;md Lad

the Pafiover W

the Pople b

bowing the 4

‘a vifil:le Tolo
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not an explicit covenanting. God had be-
~d all aleng told them, that what he was a-
"s for them, and required of them, wasas
Peop'e, the Sced of Abrabam. Now
duct: They not only bow the Head
'lcdicatinfr themfelves to God, but
"9 as dxrc\_tcd They pratiically
thont), believe what he fays,
're for travelling, their Goods
girt, their Staves in their
1ging their Truft and De-
ey attend the. Paflover,
7d, that he would do
wenant keeping God)
1 of Promife. They
enant People, who
‘)ey him, and for-
ir covenantiry in
¢ confider what
=7, Say unto
‘be Day that 1
unto the Seed o ’
“If known unto
hifted up mune.
4 your God: |
unto them, to |
ypt.~Then
Jan the A- |
i yourfelves |
1 your God. "
wt d maddy

ok ther by
"of Egypt
-~ And
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 And Hag. ii. 5. According to the Word that I co-
venanted with you, when ye came out of Egypt.

FAINAR LR AIORRAILAIOINNNOXOLAAA MRS
CHAP IX

Concerning the whole Jewith Natwon as an ungodl;

- People in loter Times, being confidered and treat-
ed as the Church and People of God, enjoying the
Sacraments of Circumcifion and the Paffover.

“7 HAT was done or practifed by Ifrael, after

Mofes and Fofbua’s Time, while they were
confidered as#God’s Church and People, has been
improved, and tortured into an Argument, to {thew
that gracelefs Perlons, as fuch, have a Right to
come to chriftian Sacraments. But let it be confi-
dered, that if God did require fuch covenanting as
has beenthewn, and appointed fuch a Difcipline
as has been’imentioned, we*cannot argue, that he
allowed any covenanting thort of what he appoint-
ed, or that Perfons might attend and ufe the Sa-
craments without the Qualifications he required,
or that thofe' might acceptably come, whom ac-
cording te his Difcipline, ought to have been cut
- off. We cannot argue, that God allowed People
thus to act contrary to his primitive Inftitutions,.
meerly becaufe we find they did act thus. God’s
Inftitution, and not Men’s Praice, is to be the
- Rule of our judging and acting. ' Yea we are not to
conclude a Thing’s Right, becaufe good Men, emi-
. nently good, have allowed or practifed it ; for fo we
- fhould juftify the having Plurality of Wives, and

other evil Practices,  To know what is right for a
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Church to practife, we are to look to the dnvme ‘

Inftitution. To asgue a Thing is Right, becaufe a
Church, thatis, the Church of Chrift praufes it,

'is a weak fallacious Way of arguing. Suppofe any
- fhould view the Church of Rome before the Refor-
mation, even fo long before, that it will be granted,
. it was Chnft’s vifible Church, and thence fhonld
aroue, that fuch.and fuch Things were night, be-
caufe found in, and practifed by the Church of
. Chrift ; what miferable reafoning would this be?
lfuppofc, there are but few of my Oppofers, but
what will grant, that the Epsfopa/ Church of Eng-
kand, 1s cﬁ"entlally a vifible Church of Chrift ; but
will they think ’tis a convincing Preof, that all the
~ Rites and Ceremonies of that Church, are agree-
able to God’s Will, much lefs of his Appointment,
becaufe they are ufed by, or found in a Chutch of
Chrift ? Suppofe any one in the Apoftle Pau/’s

Tiime, fhould have view'd the Church of Corinzh,

as to their Manner of attending the Sacrament of

the Lord’s Supper, where fome eat and drank be-

fore others came, and fome eat and drank to ex-
~ cefs, &e. and thould thence argue, that this was
- right, becaufe practifed by a Church of Chrift,
where there were Perfons endowed with extraordi-
wary Gifts, of Prophecy and the like. This Ar-
gument deduced from the Practice of the Fews/h

Church is moft abfurd, and truly aftonifhing; and

yet 'tis the great Argument of {fome, who plead
for the Adm:ffion of unregenerate Perfong. It has
ofien been obferved to them, that they may as well
argue for the Admiffion of grofily {candalous and

profane Sinners, for fuch were many of the Fews,
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if not the Body of the Nation, in the Times they
{fpeak of. When this Difficulty is propofed to them,
they. never can anfwer confiftently, for any Anfwer
to that, would be an Anfwer to themfelves againft
, their Argument, for the Admiffion of the Unre-
generate. Some think ’tis firange, there are fo many
Expreflions importing, that People, 10 be God’s
peculiar favourite People, in the deareft Relation
to him, and his Church; and its Ordinances to be
precious and agreeable to him, unlefs he did in a
good Degree approve them, and tleir ufing the
Ordinances, as they did. But let it be confidered,

that moft of thefe Expreflions refpe& the firft In-
ftitution of that Church, and thofe Ordinances.

Jer. i1, I planted thee a noble Vine, whotly a right
Seed, bow then art thou turned into the degererate
.Plant of a [lrange Vine. I remember thee, the Love
of thine Efpoufals, when thou wenteft after me in the
Wildernefs, &c. Hofea ix. 10. I found lfrael as
Grapes in the Wildernefs, &c. And many other
Scriptures to that Purpofe. God’s not utterly un-
churching them, or his allowing them to continue
in the Relation of a Church to him, doth not prove,
that according to his Will, they might come to Sa-
craments with fuch Qualifications as they had.
"T1s indeed wonderful, that God will own a People
“as his Church, with fo much amifs among them,
“as he has often done; but his Goodnefs and L.ong-
fuffering is beyond our Conception, nor are we able
to fathom his Defigns. But with Refpet to the
Expreffions of God’s Regard to them, and their
Relation to him, it ought to be confid ¢red, that he

regarded them as a Body Politick, when he dld not
s
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Regard them as a Church. So he led, provided for
znd governed Jfrael, Thirty-eight Years in the Wil-
dernefs, when he did not properly confider the Bo-
dy of them as his Church. So he in fome Refpects,
favoured Ahab and febu, the latter of which, he
treated with fome diftinguifhing Privileges, when
-yet, he did not view him. as caue af his Church, for
‘he remained an Idolater all the Time, and departed
not from the Sins of fereboans, who made Ifrael to
fin. In Jike manner God favoured Edom, and Mo-
ab, ana amnion, and would not let Ifrael, take
their Land, &c. when yet he did not confider them
“as his Church.  Ard his Providence has been in
fome peculiar Manner exercifed over, and toward
~the 7ews, thefe Seventeen hundred Years paft, tho’
_they are not his Chu_ch, but broken off from the
good Olive. With Refpe& to thofe Expreflions,
which fignify near and dear Relation, we ought to
confider, that very remarkable Paflage, in Fer. iii.
relating to the ten Tribes. They had been Idola-
ters Two hundred Years in Canaan, from the Time
of Yereboam, not attended one Paffover, or any
Ordinance at ferufulem, as God directed, and had
been overwhelmed with all Sorts of Vice, as well as
Idolatry ; and God had now expelled them out of
their own Land, for near the Space of an hundred
Years, and had as the Scripture fays, 2 Kings xvii.
rejected the Seed of Facob, and caft them out of
his Sight. Yet fays he, to Feremiab, Goand pro-
clarm thefe Words toward the North (where Mrael
was i Captivity) and fay, return thou backffding
rael, faith the Lord, and 1 will not cauje mine An-
ger to jall upon you, &c. Tuin, Q backfliding 2:::'1'
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dren, fai*h the Lord, for I am married unto you, &c.
A Variety of fuch LExpreffions, do not prove that
they: were his Church, much lefs that he approved
of their coming to Ordinances, as they did, in
their corrupt State.

But the ObjeCors fay, If 1t was a Sin to come
to Sacraments with carnal unregenerate Hearts, or
without faving Grace, why did not God reprove
them for it, efpecially fince there were Prophets a-
mong them, and God was continually fending bis
Meffages to them 2 Surely God would bave faulted
them! Here I might bid them anfwer themfelves,
and thew why God did not reprove them for com--
ing to Sacraments, while they were fuch {candalous
Sinners. Let them anfwer this, and it will put an
Anfwer into my Mouth. But fince thefe Objeétors
always thun an Anfwer to this Difficulty, and fince
fome that are more confiftent than they, may de-
fire to fee fome Solution of it: I obferve, that thofe
who fay, God did not find Fault with the Fews,
for coming as they did, are under a Miftake. Ezck.
xxii. 26. Her Priefis have violated my Law, and
have profaned mine holy Things; they bave put no
Dzfference between the Holy and Profane, neither
bave they fhewed Difference between the Unclean
and the Clean. Whenever Cod fpeeks againft Hy-
pocrify, and coming to him without the Heart,
he reproves them for coming to Sactaments without
the Heart, for thofe Sacraments were Means or
Ways in which they drew near to him. Whenever
he {peaks againft Hypocrites covenanting, ’tis the
fame as to fpeak againft coming to Sacraments in -
"Hypocrify, for their covenanting led the Way to
Gz = the
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~ the Sacraments. As People covenanted, fo they
might ufe the Sacraments. If their covenanting was
Right, {o would be the Ufe of the Sacraments ; and
if that was wrong, this would be wrong. Againft
covenanting in Hypocrify, he fpeaks in Ffaim 1. g,
16. Gatbher my Saints that have made a Covenant
awith me by Sacrifice.—But unto the Wicked, God
Jaith, wbat bafl thou to do to declare my Satutes, or
that thou fhouldeft take my Covenant inte thy Mouth.
In the Days of ‘fofiah, there was an apparent
great Reformation ; he brought fudab to renew
Covenant, as i1s exprefly faid, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 31,
.52. And they kept the Paffover with apparent So-
lemnity ; and yet God reproves and condemns them
by the Prophet feremiab, that in this turning to
him, they had not done it with the Heart, and
fhews that he abhors them, yea, reprefents them
as being worfe than idolatrous Ifrael. Jer. iii. 6,—
11. The Lord faid unto me, in the Days of Jofiah
the King : Haft thou feen what backfliding Ifrael
bath done, &c. And I put her away, and gave ber a
- Bil of Divorce, &c. And ber treacherous Sifter
Jadah faw it, &c. And yet for all this her trea-
.cherous Siffer Judah hath not turned unto me wszh
ber whole Heart, but feignedly faith the Lord.—
The backfliding lrael, hath juftified berfelf more
than treacherous Fudah. |
How fully does God declare, in Ifaiab i. That
“he abhors their Sacrifices and Offerings, and calls
them vain Oblations, abhors their treading his
Courts, fpreading out their Hands, &¢. Further
let it be confidered, how abundantly he reproves
them for that which was the Evidence of their be-
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ing unfit for Sacraments, I mean their Immorali~
ties. We can fcarce read a Chapter in the Pro-
phets, without feeing this. God dealt with them
according to their external Appearance, as has been
obferved. And he reproves and condemns them
for thofe Vices that was an Evidence, that they
were not his covenant People. Being thus reproved,
they were without Excufe, condemned in their own
Confciences, before the Prophet that reproved them,
and before the World: And could find no Room
to fay, the Ways of the Lord are not equal. The
whole Bible makes Fraétice or Fruit, the Rule to
judge by. Yet notwithitanding, God abundantly

fhews, that he requires the: Heart, and true Grace .

in Duty, and condemns for the Want of it.

To conclude, ’tis proper to obferve, that while
God had the immediate daily directing, and order-
ing, all their Affairs in the Wildernefs, in Mofes’s
Time, he would not permit the Unbelievers, while
apparently fuch, to ufe and enjoy the Sacraments.
While he thus immediately and vifibly (as I may

fay) governed them, he kept up the Difcipline

which he had appointed, and regulated all Things
according to kis own Inflitutions. But as this Sort

of divine Government or immediate Interpofition
began to ceafe, they neglected his Difcipline, and

ran faft into Degeneracy, and abufe of Ordi-
nances.

!

'
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Of the Gentiles being grafted into the fame Church
State, from which the Jews were broken of.

N Argument for the Admiffion of gracelefs
Perfons, has been formed from the Meta- -
phor the Apoftle ufes, in Rom. 11. Comparing the
Church: to a good Olive Tree, from which the
Jews were broken, and into which the Gentiles
were engrafted. 'Tis faid the fews were broken
off, not as Perfons who exhibited Evidence of true
- Grace, but far otherways; and that the Geutiles
were taken into their Room and Place, to be God’s
Church, as the Fews before were: Therefore as
the Jews were broken off, nov ¢ appearing graci-
ous, fo the Gentiles are taken, not as gracious, but
otherways.

If fuch furprifing Kind of Reafoning, could de-
ferve a ferious Anfwer, thofe that ufe it might be
defired to confider, what it was the Fews were
broken off for, and whai the State was that they
were in immediately beforz they were broken off ;
and then fay, if the Gentiles were grafted in, to
ftand or be confidered, as being what the Fews were
before they were broken off : If they fay they were,
I leave the Apoftle Pau/ to contend with them.

He let's us know, that before the Fews were
breken off, they were in a State of Infidelity, Difo-
bedience, and Obftinacy. For unbelief they were
troken off. Rom. xi. 20. The Gentiles were taken,
not as being of fuch a Charadter, but a very dif-

- __ ferent, .
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ferent, viz. Believers. Thou flandeft by Faith. 1f
on the other Side, it thould be faid, that the Gen-
tiles were not grafted in, to be in the fame Cir-
cumftances and Condiiion, that the fews were
in immediately before they were broken off, but
that they were grafted into the fame vifible Church,
fo as to be the vifible Church of Chrift. I grant
this is true, but then what is it to their Purpofe.
If the Gentiles were not taken with the fame Qua-
lifications, that the fews had when they were
broken of, but with other very different Qualifica~
tions, this is againft, rather than for my Oppofers.
The Fews were broken off, for not being, or ap-
. pearing to be true Believers, and the Gentiles were
taken as appearing to be what God required them
to be, viz. true Believers. For unbelicf they were
broken off, and thou flandeth by Faith.

The true Olive, the Root, and Stock that the
Gentiles were grafted into, had Fatnefs, Sap, and
Nourithment in it ; but then this was the Church,
according to God’s Appointment and Inftitution at
firft, as in Abrabam and Mofes’s Time. That nople
Vine which be planted wholly a right Seed. The
Church as God inftituted it, was a Stock or Root,
that truly had Fatnefs, Virtue and Excellency, as "
the Apoftle fpeaks. The Fews were broken off,
becaufe they had become dry and withered Branches,
and did not p.stake of the Fatnefs of the Olive
Tree : The Gentiles were grafted in, not as dry
Branches like the Fews, but as living Branches
into a living Stock, thus to partake of the Fat-
nefs of the true Olive. Surely there is difference’
between dry withered Branches, and living ones.

Thc;
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- The Argument (of thofe that are admitti'ng grace-
~ lefs Perfons) from this Paflage of Scripture, is as

good, as if they thould fay, when a Man difcards
a Servant, for being deceitful, idle and fraudulent,
and hires another of a good Charadter ; becaufe he

takes the Second, in the Room of the Firft, to do

- the Bufinefs that the Firft onght to have done,
- therefore he takes him as being qualified like the

firft, no better, but as bad, an idle deceitful Wretch

as he which he had difcarded. Admirable Rea-
foning !

FRBBEIREEPURVRRVIRFTIURBURIRREGHIR
CHAP XL

On making the Inflitution and Prattice of the Jewifh
Church, a Rule for the Chrittian Church.

| E are not to expect the cleareft Light from

the Old Teftament, and the Inftitution

and Practice of the few:/h Church. That Difpen-

fation was dark, compared with that of the Gofpel.

The Apoftle fays, it had no Glory compared with
that which came after.

The ceremonial and judicial or civil Laws, were
mingled with thofe that were purely Ecclefiaftical
or Evangelical : And ’tis not very eafy in all Ref-
pets to diftinguith them. This renders it fome-
thing difficui: 1o build upon their Inftitutions. 'Tis
granted by all, that the Ceremonial Law is done
away : "Tis not very clear how much of their judi-
cial or civil Law we now are bound by. As to the
Abrabamic Covenant, tho’ the Subftance of it re-
mains, as i1s evident, from Ga/. iii. and other Paf-

~ fages
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fages of Scripture, yet there are circumftantial Al-
terations in that. And ’tis evident to all that will
obferve, that there is much faid, even in the Old
Teftament, to thew, that under the Gofpel Dif-

penfation, there thould be much greater Light and

Purity, and that peculiarly with Refpect to the
Church: Thefe Things are obferved (and much
more might be) to thew, that we are not to look there
for the fulleft and cleareft Directions, concerning

the Gofpel Church: The Pattern and Model of 1t,

i1s properly learned or taken from the New Tefta-
ment. The Apé@ftle obferves, Heb. ii. that Chrift
was counted worthy of more Glory than Mo/fes.—
And has been faithful in and over all his Houfe.
© As to Qualifications, I do not fuppofe there is
more in Kind, required under the Gofpel Difpen-
{ation, than was under the Law, as I have {hewn.
God hath, and muft, require the fame effentially,
under every Difpenfation. But thefe Things are
more clearly and fully exprefled in the New Tefta-
ment. There was of old, in fome Senfe, a Vail
over many important Gofpel Truths. |
Further, as to their Practice, ’tis to be obferved,

that, in that State of Darknefs and Ignorance,
God might wink at more Irregularities in their ec- |

clefiaftical Affairs, than he does, or will, where

{
}

%

there is fo much more Light as the Gofpel affords. |

The Time of Ignorance God winked at. We are not
now to encourage outfelves in thofe Failings, and
Deficiencies, that God might then in his Long

Suffering and Patience bear with: Some Saints in |

that dark Difpenfation lived in Polygamy. Thofe :

among us now, who are continually going back

.. H . -
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to the ¥ewi/b Difpenfation o determine, ana re-
gulate their Church Affairs, ought te atten: . vo the
Apoftle Paul, who fays fo much againi. coing
back to the Law, and the Yew:/6 Difper. in
order to form and model the Church.

On the whole, ’tis evident, that though the Old
Teftament affords much Light, yet ’tis from the
Gofpel, we are chiefly to take Rules and Diretions
for the Conftitution and Management «f Chriit’s
- Church. The Qualifications for Church-Member-
fhip, which I have infifted on, are moft abundant-
ly evident, and confirmed in thegNew Teftament. -
But ’tis not my Defign to contider that, or vindi-
cate my Principles from the Gofpel, or the whole
Word of God taken together. ‘That has been
fully, and I think, unanfwerably done by Mr.
Edwards. 'Tis therefore needlefs for me fully to
canvafs the Subje@ ; nor was it the Defign of this
Treatife. My Defign was to confider the Confti-
tution and Difcipline of the Fewi/h Church}, in
order to fee what Grounds, thofe (that are for ad-
mitting gracelefs Perfons) have to build fo much as
they do, upon the State of that Church: For the
State and Practice of the fewi/h Church, feems to
be their principal Refuge. How I'have fucceeded
in my Attempt, muft be left to the Judgment of
the candid Reader of the foregoing Chapters,

$ This 1 had not feea handled fo fully by any Writer.
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b 324 ISEELTS TSI ITESTSTIDELST
The A PPENDIX

In Two I: ARTS.
Part Firft.

What are. the Principles or Tenets beld forth in the
Welminfter Confeffion of Faith, Catechifms and
Direétory, concerming the Qualifications for Sa-
craments or Church-Member[bip ¢

T may well be inquired, whether a Pre/yterian
R Minifter, who has adopted and adheres to the
Wefiminfler Confeflion of Faith, Catechifms and
DireGory, can confiftently admit Perfofs to either
Sacrament, unlefs the exhibit credible Evidence of
Grace?

The Nature of the Chriftian Church, the Chrif-
tian Sacraments, and what Perfons were proper to
enjoy Sacraments, were forne of the moft impor-
tant Points that lay before the Aflembly. And I
think they have exprefled themfelves very intelli- ;
gibly upon thefe Heads. And the following Things
are obfervable, |
X, They clearly and repeatedly fhew, that Perfons
muft be in Covenant, even IN THE COVENANT
ofF GRACE, in order to enjoy either of twve Sacra=
ments. In larger Catechifm, Queftion and Anfwer
162. A Sacrament is an boly Ordinance—to
Signtfy, and feal, and exhibit, unto thofe that are

 within the Covenant of Grace, #he Bengfits of bis
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Mediation, &c. They expreflly limit them to thofe
aithin the Covenant of Grace. Accordingly they
{peak of the Sacraments as Seals of the Covenant,
and of its fealing this Covenant to perfons. Chap.
xxvil. in the Confeflion of Faith. Sacraments are
, boly Signs and Seals of the, Covenan: of Grace. And
~ again, Chap. xxviil. Baptifin is a Sacrament of the
New Teftament, ordained by Fefus Chrift, not only
Jor the folemn Admiffim of the Party baptized trto
the vifible Church,but alfo to be unto hi:nya Sign and
Seal of the Covenant of Grace, of his engrafting
into Chrift, of Regeneration, of his giving up
- unto God through Jefus Chrift, to walk in New-
nefs of Life, &c. In Larger Catechifm, Q. 163.
. Baptifin 1s a Sacrament, whereby the Parties bap-
- tized are folemnly admitted into the vifible Church,
and enter into an -oven and profefled Engagement,
10 be wholly and only the Lords. This Engage-
ment muft fully and properly exprefles Covenant-
mg; nor can any do what they fay here is done,
uniefs thiey are in the Covenant of Grace. Thus
they thew, that Perfons muft be in the Covenant
of Grace, not only to come to the Lord’s Supper,
but even to come to the firft Sacrament, viz. Bap-
tifm. And therefore they fay, that when Perfons
come to the other Sacrament, they renew Covenant.
See Large Cat. Q. 174. Which I need not repeat.

2. They foew that Perfons being in this Covenant
of Grace, implies their baving true faving Grace,
or that true faving Grace is neceffary, in order to be
thus in the Covenant, Confeflion Chap, vii. Tbe
Lord was pleafed to make a Second, commonly called
the Covenant of Grace, wherein. be freely offereth

_unts
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unto Sinncrs, Life and Salvation by Fefus Chriff, re-
quiring of them Faith in bim, that they may be
Javed.  Here are briefly but clearly exprefled, the
Tevms of the Covenant on God’s Part, and on the
Creatures. God on his Part, offers Life and Sal-
vation. On the Creatures Part is required, Faith
unto Salvation. And that Man on his Part, does
thus believe and fubmit to God, in order thus to
come into Covenant, they moft fully thew, Queft.
16 5. where {peaking of this, they fay, they enter inzo
an open and profeffed Engagement to be wholly and
only the Lord’s. This cannot in any Senfe, with
Truth be {aid of any unregenerate Perfon. Again,
this Profeffion or entring into Covenant, they ex-
prefs, by Perfons profefling their Faith in Corift
and Obedience to bim. Short Cat. Q. g5. And if
“we allow them to give their own Meaning of Faith,
they will not reprefent it as a doctrinal Faith, which
unregenerate Men may have, but that ’tis a-favin

Grace, whereby we recerve and reft upon Chriff, a-
lone for Salvation. And by Obedience, they mean
new Obedience. This new Obedience is what can-
not be in any unregenerate. For {peaking of the
Fall of Man, or Original Sin, they fay, Confeffion
Chap..6. Hereby we are utterly indifpofed, difabled,
and made oppofite to all Good, and wholly inclined to
all Evil, &c. Thefe therefore, are not the Perfons
who can in Truth profefs Obedience to Chrift,
And in Chap. 16. Of Good Works, they thew
largely, that this Obedience is peculiar to God’s
Children, and that all which unregenerate Men
do, is_finful, and cannot pleafe God, But this Point

‘will
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will receive further Confirmation in the following

Particulars. Therefore,
3. They fbew and frove that the Sacraments ex-

hibit, and are defigned to ﬁal Jpiritual faving Blef-
-~ Jings to the Souls of tiofe that ufe and enjoy them.
This they cannot do to any remaining unregene-
rate. Confeflion, Chap. 27. Sacraments are mfls-
tuted by God to reprefent Chrift and b Benefits, and
to confirm our Intereff in him. Again, Chap. 28.
Baptifm is a Sign and Seal of engrafting into Chrift,
of Regeneration, &c. And, Chap. 29. The Lord’c
Supper s infistuted jfor—the Sealing all Benefits
thereof, (viz. Chrift's Death) unto true Belze'ver:,
therr [biritual Nourifbment and Growth in bim.—
And to be a Bond and Pledge of their Communion
with bim. More fully exprefled in Large Cat. Q.
162. A Sacrament is an boly Ordinance inflituted by
Chrift in bis Church, to fignify, feal and exbibit,
unto thofe that are within the Covenant of Grace,
the Benefits of his Mediation, zo frengthen and
increafe their Faith, and all other Graces. And, Q.
167. How is Baptifm to be improved. An{.— By
Sertous and thankful Confideration of the Nature of
i¢, the Privileges and Benefits confered and fealed
thereby, &c. Q 168. Tke Lord’s Supper is a Sa-
crament, and they that worthily communicate, feed
upon bis Body and Blood, to their fpiritual Nourifh-
ment and Growth in Grace, &c. None partake
worthily according to them but fuch. And they
who do no partake worthily, eat and drink Fudg-
ment to themfelves. Therefore none but gracious

Perfons (according to them) can partake worthily,
without
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without eating and drinking Judgment to them-
felves.

4. They fbew that both tbe Sacraments are of the
JSame general Nature, and :i.... a Perfon cannot come
even to Baptifin, without exhibiting fuch Evidences
of Grace. This is evident from what has already
been produced. (1) In that Baptifm is a Seal of the
Covenant of Grace. The Lord’s Supper is no more,
as it is a Seal. 2. In that they muft profefs Obedi-
ence, new Obedience in order to come to baptifin ,
fay they, Baptifm is not to be adminifired to any that
are out of the vifible Church, till they prqf efs their
Faith in Chrift and Obedience to bim. 3. Becaufe
therein, Perfons enter into a folemn Engagement,
to be wholly and only the Lord’s, No more can be
required in order to come to the Lord’s Supper. 4,
In that it is a Sign ant Seal of engrafting -into
Chrift, of Remiffion of Sins, by his Blood, of Re-
gengration by his Spirit, of Adoption, &c. Q. 163.
As ’tis evident in the Nature of Things, {o accord-
ing to them, both Sacraments reprefent the fame
fpiritual Bleffings, Chrift and his Benefits. Speak-
ing of both the Sacraments, they fay, Chrif and
his Bercfits are reprefented, fealed and applied to Be-
Jievers. Now if nothing lefs than has been menti-
oned, is requifite in order to Baptifm in adult Age;
thofe who are for admnttmg only gracious Perfons,
require no more in order to come to the Lord’s
Supper.

5. Tbey fhew as fully as cez well be expreffed
with Words, that true Grace is fo neceflary in order
to ufe and enjoy the Sacraments, that without it
Per;/bm would be unwortby Communicants, greatly
finning
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Sfinning and endangering their Souls. Short Cat. Q._

g7. It is required of them that weuld worthily par-
take of the Lord's Supper, that they examine them-
Selves of ther Knowledge, to difcern the Lord's Bo-
dy, of their Faith (noi fpeculative, but ) to feed upon
him, of their Repentance (which they tell us elfe-
where is a javing Grace) Love (which none pre-
tend unrcgenerate ones can have ) and new Obedience,
left coming unworthily zbey eat and drink Fudgment
to themfelves. If they have not thefe Graces they
come unworthily, and eat and drink judgment to
themfelves. Again, Large Cat. Q_168. They that
worthily communicate, feed upon bis Body and Blood
to their [pirttual Nourifbment, &c. Q. 170. They
that worthily communicate, do feed upon the Body
and Blood of Chrift, not after a corporal and carnal
Manner, but inafpiritual Manner, yet trulyand realy,
while by Faith they receive and apply unto them-
felves Chrift crucified, and a// the Benefits of bis
Death. So in Confef. Chap. 29. Although ignorant
and wicked Men, receive the outward Elements in
this Sacrament, yet they recerve not the Thing figni-
fied thereby, but by their unworthy coming thereto,
are guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord.—
Therefore all ignorant and ungodly Perfons as they
agre unfit to enjoy Communion with him, fo are they
unworthy of the Lord's Table, and cannot without
great Sin agamft Chrift, while they remain fuch,
partake of thefe boly Myfteries, or be admitted there
unto. What they thus fay of the Lord’s Supper, is
equally true of Baptifm in adult Age, becaufe both
Sacraments exhibit and reprefent the fame great and
important Bleflings and Benefits of Chrift’s Death.

(

/

And
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And left after all that they had faid, there thonld
be fome doubt, what Sort of Perfons have a F.ignt
to come, they propofe a Cafe of Confcience, and anf-
wer it. Large Cat. Q. 172. May one who doubteth
of his being in Chrift, or of his due Preparation,
come to the Lord’s Supper ¢ Anfwered, That he
may. Why? Becaufe fome ferious unregenerate
Men may come ! No : But becaufe be may bave
true Intereft in Chrift, though be be not yet affured
thereof, fay they. ONE who doubteth of bis being
i Chrift, or qf bis due Preparation  for the
Lord’s Supper, may have true Intereft in Chrift,
though be be not yet affured thereof's and in God's
Account hath it, if be be duly affected with the Ap-
prebenfion of the Want of it, and unfeignedly de-
fires 20 be found in Chrifl, and to depart from Iniqui-
ty; in which Cafe (becaufe Promifes are made, and
this Sacrament is appointed for the Relief, even of
wedk and doubting Chriftians ) be is to bewail bis Un-
belief, labour to have /.m Doubts refolved ;s and [
doing be may and ought to come to the Lord’s Sup-
pers that be may (what, be converted 2 No: But)
be further [iremgthened. Here they have brought the
Cafe as low as poffibly they can. And will it take
in an unregenerate Perfon who is morally fincere ?
By no Means. The Perfon of the loweft and leaft
Qualifications they dare propofe, is one, that may
bave true Intereft in Chrift : That in God's Account
bath 1t : That unfeignedly defires to be found in
Chrift. Which no unregenerate Perfon does. That
bas Promifes belonging to him : That isa weak, tho
doubting Chriftian : That has fpiritual Strength, but

needs further firengthening.

 Thus
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Thus appear the publick Standards of our Faith.
Thefe Sentiments are by the Affembly abundantly
repeated, and the Scriptures they quote are full to
the Purpofe, and clearly prove thote Sentiments to
be true. Indeed the contrary Opinion is Arminian ;
Yea, ’tis built upon a very dangerous Part of Ar-
‘minianifm. It goes upon the Suppofition, that unre-
generate Men have fomething in them friendly to
God, and Chrift, and true Holinefs: That their
Hearts are not wholly at Enmity with God, but
that he lcoks upon them with fome Approbation,
{o as tea enter into Covenant with them, fet his Seal
of Baptiim upon them, except their Children and
Seal them ; and in this Way makes and {cals Pro-
mifes to them, becaufe being in Covenant, implies
Promifes, and fealing the Covenant, fc.,. the Pro-
mifes to them: That they as unregeneiate, may
thus come according®to God'’s Direction. Now, no-
thing like this tends to eafe their Confciences, and
make them think they are in a good fair Way ; that
God 1s not {o very angry with them ; that they fhall
by Degrees work themfelves wholly into his Favour.
Sinners, who have fome Thcught about Religion,
are exceedingly inclined to Self-righteoufnefs, and
thefe Principles tend to build them up in it.

Surely Minifters who lead gracelefs Perfons, as
{fuch, to come into Covenant, and to either of the
Sacraments, cannot be faid to hold to, or believe
the publick Standards of our Faith. I may defy the
World to fhew, fuch Principies and Practice con-
filtent with the Affembly of Divines. 1f Minifters
of fuch Principles are honeft, they muft not fay
they aflent to the Confeffion of Faith and Cate-

chifms.
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chifins. Serious People in our Churches, may well
be alarmed to think what a Departure there is
from the Syftem of Chyriftian Faith and Pracice.

o o p b e e s e i B e Fode e o Ve e e o e e et e
P A R T Second.

Anfwers to fundry Qu:ltions refpecting Church- Mem-
ber j/azp, uacramenu, &c.

I. Queft. R E there any fcriptural Marks,
‘ Signs or Evidences, whereby we
may judge or c:nclude Perfons to be gracinus ?

Anf. 1. There are no Slgns or Evidences, where-
by we can be infallably certain a Perfon is gracious.
We are liable to be impofed upon. We cannot
know the Hearts of others.

2. Yet we can, and ought in many Cafes to
come to a Judgment, or Conclufion, that Perfons
are  cious, and that upon Evidence.

4 We cannot look upon all the World alike,
Some are very bad, and others are eminently
good.

4. There are various Degrees of Evidence, from
the fulleft Satisfaion, to a Cafe fo doubtful, that
the Mind muft remain in Sufpenfe.

5. The Evidence that we are to judge by, is
fomething more than Negative, 7. e. not knowing
but a Perfon may have Grace, there muft be {ome-
thing Pofitive.

6. The Signs or Evidences by which wé Judge
muft be fcriptural ones.

7. Not an account of inward Experiences. Such

S 2 an
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an Account is never'in Scripture laid down as a
Rule of publick Judgment, by which any are to
be by others concluded good or gracious,

8. Profeflion of Religion, and Practice or Be-
haviour agreeable, is the Rule to judge by.

g. Agreeable Practice and Behaviour, implies
the Exhibition of a Tafte and Relith for Divine
Things ; the Ways of God, and godly People.

10. That there are Evidences or Grounds to
conclude fome Perfons gracious, or that they be-
long to Chrift, and bear his Image, appears from
Scripture. We are commanded to love the Bre-
thf®h ; to do good to all, efpecially 1o the Houfbold
of Faith. There is that by which al/l Men may

know them to be Chriff's Difeiples. By the Fruits we
are to know, &, &,

ANARRILDRIIANEE IO LLNLBASSEENED

II. Quett. What 15 st brings Perfons into, or con=
Jlitutes them regular Members of the vifible
Church ? Is it a publick Profeffion, or Baptifm,
or being Children of Church Members 2

Anf. 1. S to thofe who have not been bap-
tifed in Infancy, two Things bring
them in. vz, (1) A Profeflion, {upported with
Praltice agreeable. (2) Baptifm. Neither of them
alone, each does its Part.
2. As to Children of Believers, three Things
bring them into the vifihle Church compleat. (1)
Being Children of vifible Believers. (2) Baptifm.

(3) Pr 9fCﬁ3°D, when come to Years of underftand~
ing, with a Life agreeable. ,

|
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3. There is a proper Difference between bein
Members in full or compleat Standing, and being
Members in fome Sort. A civil Offlicer may be
confidered as fuch, in a Sort when he has his

Commiffion, but not fully tiil he has taken his
qualifying Qath.

4. Perfons may have a parucular Charater or
Denomination, and yet it confift in various Degrees
or Stages. Thus Saints. {1) As foon as they are re-
generated. (2) After they bhave lived many Years
and made great Progreis in Religion. (3) When
they are admitted into iieaven and perfectly Holy.
God admits none to Heaven but Saints compleat,
and ’tis in vain to argue, that they may go there
with fome Degree of Sin which they have in this
World, becaafe while they are here, they are called
Saints, are compleatly juftified, and entitled to
Heaven. ’Tis fo as to Church Members. They
.may belong to the Church in a Sort, and yet {ome-
thing more be abfolutely neceflary to admit them to
full ftanding, and without which they cannot be
reccived.

5. 'Tis therefore eafy to conceive, that Children
from Infancy till they are Adult, may in a Sort be-
long to the vifible Church, when yet they do not
fully

. "Tis therefore without Feund: ation, th at ihe
Amzéa tifts fay, that Infants cannot be in Covenant
or in thc vifible Church, becaufe they are not ca-
pable of being fully fo. And 'tis without Founda-
tion that fome Prc]&ytei tans urge, that Children
baptifed and grown up in the Church have a Right -
to Sacraments or compleat ftanding, without Pro-

e _ feflion -
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~ feffion, and exhibiting credible Evidence of Grace :
Becaufe 'tis evident that being in the Church, in a
Sort, doth not make them Mcembers compleat.

wedAd ﬁ?*#&&&##&#*‘:fc‘%‘t*#"&* RRNNDeE e (PR

II. Quett. jg what Senfe are Children token nto
Covenant and into the Church, together awith

their Porents?
b O Perfons in adult Age, or Parents of
4

Children are properly taken into Covenant,
but as appearing gracious ; at leaft their Covenant-
ing implies fincere hearty Subjection to God. But,

2. The Words or Phrafes being 1n Covenant, or
¢ftablifbing a Coverant with, are ufed with fome
Latitude. Perfons may be faid to be in Covenant in
fome BSenfe, or fome Degree, when they are not
in the fulleft propereft Senfe.

3. Children are taken and laid under the Obli-
gation Bonds of the Covenaut. God’s fpecial pecu-
liar Command lies upon them, that when come to
Years of Underftanding, under the greateft Penal-
ty, they are obliged to be fincerely and truly for
God, and comply with his Inftitutions.

. "Tis evident that fometimes when God fays,
he makes Covenant, it implies no more than that
he lays them under the peculiar Obligation Bonds of
the Covenaut, in a fpecial diftingmithing Manner,
enjoining them to be wholly or heartily for him,
under fome peculiar Penalty, it th.y do not. Thus
Deut. xxix. God fays, he makes Covenant not only
with them that were there prefent, but with them
alfo that were not there ; whether this means Per-
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fons not then in hearing, or Generations to come;
it muft chiefly mean, that they were laid under the
fame peculiar Obligation, to be wholly and heartily
for God.

§. When God takes a Believer, as {uch, into
Covenant, and tells him, that he alfo takes his
Children into Covenant, we cannot think that the
Parent and Children are both taken precifely in the
fame Senfe into Covenant. Parents are taken as
Members compleat, to all Ordinances; Children
are not capable of this. God lets Believers know
the Terms of the Covenant, and they having the
Exercife of Reafon, actually comply, and perform
practical Duties of the Covenant, but Infants
cannot.

6. God’s Covenant with Abrabam of Old, and
with Believers now, as to their Seed, I fuppofe is,
That he takes a peculiar Notice and Care of them,
commits them to their Parents and the Church,
for teaching, reftraining, governing, and the like ;
{olemnly charging and obliging them [the Children]
‘(under Penalty of being cut off) when they come
to Years of Underftanding, to love, and ferve him
in Sincerity ; and 1n Token of his Care of them,
and their Obligations to him, he orders his Mark,
Sign, or Seal, to be put upen them,

7. God’s gracious Condefcention 1 Covenant-
ing, and the Regard he has fhiewn to the Children
of Believers, gives fuch Parents Reafon to hope,
that their Chiidren dying in Infancy, are faved.

In this Manner, I think, we may confider this
Covenant Relation of Children, and be confiftent,
even if we fhould not fuppofe the Seed of Believers
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are taken, as being truly gracious, or upon the
Suppofition of our having Reafon to hope they are
{fan&ified. |

8. Do&or Hatts, exprefles himfelf thus. 'In
my Opinion, fo far as Infants are any way Members
of the vifible Chriftian Church, it is upon Suppofition
of their being (with their Parents) Members of the
nvifible Church of God. Of this Opinion are many
Divines, and doubtlefs it may be defended.

QAR RNV AN AR LRAINOHANL L RON DR

1V. %ﬁ. Since God reguz're: all Men to aft as
they think in their Confciences they ought to, and
fome unregenerate Perfons confcientionfly think they
ought to come into the Church, and to Sacraments,
is 1t not therefore their Duty, and does not God
require fuch unregenerate Perfons, to come into
the Church, and to Sacraments ?

Anf. 1. O propofe this as a Cafe of Confci-

ence, is one Thing, and as an Ar-
gument, is another Thing. As an Argument to
prove gracelefs Men may be admitied into the
Church, ’tis but a-Quibble.

2. Granting Perfons are to act according to an
erronious Confcience, it will not prove that ’tis
right, and that ’tis the Will of God, that fuch
gracelefs Perfons fhould come into the Church,
any more than it proves it to be right, and that ’tis
the Will of God, Perfecutors fhould kill poor
harmlefs Chriftians; it may be their own Parents,
becauie fome Perfecutors have thought in their
Confciences they ought (o to do. I werily thought
with mvfelf, fays Paul, I ought to do many Things
contrary

-
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contrary to the Name of Fefus of Nazareth, Yet
this was a wicked Thing, and he condemned him-
felf for it, as long as he lived.
" 3. An erronious Confcience ought to be enlight-
ned : “Tis Minifters Duty to do it. Thefe miftaken
Perfons thould know, what is implied in a Profef-
fion of Religion, and what ’tis to covenant with
God, and they would not then think it their Duty,
to profefs what implies true Love to Ged, while
they thought they had none. People would not

continue in this Miftake if they were not encou-
raged in it.

REIDLLXRXLDLLALHALW ISR L2OM2 N2 2NN D

V. Quett. Suppofe a Perfon admitted into the
Church, as exhibiting Evidence of Grace; can
the Church afterward bave Evidence that that
Perfon is gracelefs, and urfit for Sacraments, any
other Way than by [fcandalous Sin, of Omiffien, er
Commiffion, perfificd in?

Anf. NO.

ki bbb i gl b i R L

VI. Quelt. %hat could a Jew bave done, who knew
bimfelf to be a carnal unregenerate Sinner, and as

' fuch, not fit to come to Sacraments, yet obliged
to circumcife bis Children, and keep the Paffover,
under Penalty of being cut off ?

Anf. 1. HE cutting off might probably not

mean Death.

2. Any fort of cutting off, would be preferable

to Perjury, or known Falfhood in covenanting.
K 3 h
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3. It may as well be afk«d, what could any one
do, that muft love God or be damned? If any
Man love not the Lord Fefus Chrift, lit him be A-
nathama. ’Tis furely no more hard, or ftrange,:
for God to fay to a Man, love me, or be cut off
from my People, than to fuy, iove me, or beeter-
nally miferable.

4. There was no natural Inability'in the Few
to love God. It was altogether reafonable and fit
he fhould love God, and nothing to prevent it, but
a wicked Heart, that had rather bear Punithment
than fubmit to God.

5. I would anfwer the Queflion briefly thus ; If
fuch a Few alted rationally, he would caft himfelf
at God’s Feet, to do with him as in his Sovereign-
ty he thought proper. And thofc who would con-
trive any eafier Msthod for the poor few, ditho-
nour God, and injure the Creature.

95 DEDE Dok BB ofio9E:357 cfoolcofoDEDE HADE DE IRDE IEDE
VII. Quelt. Canr thofe Minifters (who believe a cre-

dible Evidence of Grace, neceflary to adimit Per-
Jons in adult Age to etber Sacrament) confifient-
ly admit Perfons to Baptifm, and jfrom Time to
Time, baptife therr Children, when yet faid Per-
fons, do not propofe to attend the Sacrament of
the Supper, or be in full Communion 2

fl 1. INISTERS cannot admit them to
N Baptifm, unlefs they profefs Fa:th
“hrift, and Obedience to him. Without Covenant-

- they cannot receive Baptifm, which is a Seal

- 1he Covenant, and the Nature of Covenanting
.- 10 be fubje& to God. |
2. If
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2. If they promife Obedience and Subjeétion,
they muft come to the Lord’s Table, for thisis an
exprefily commanded Duty. All the profefled Dif-
"ciples of Chritt, are commanded and obliged to
come.

3- A Minifter cannot admit them to Bapti'm,
without their coming into full Communion, by
confidering them as gracious Perfonz, of z render
Confcience, (who dare not come *o the Lozd’s (-
ble, left they fhould not be fit) becaufe a priva_te
Judgment cannot be the Rule of admitting them ;
even to Bapti{m, 1t muft be a publick Judgment,
which cannot be found without their promifing
Obedience to Chrift, in all Gofpel Ordinances,
They cannot give the Church publick Evidence,
without profefling Religion, which implies, Sub-
jection to Chrift in all revealed Duties.

4. The People in our Churches who apply for
Baptifm, and neglect the Lord’s Supper, are not in
general, Perfons of a very tender Confcience. Hav-
ing covenanted and obtained Baptifm, they after-
ward thew no great Regard to Religion.

5. Minifters by complying with their Requefts,
and tolerating them in thus dividing, or making
fuch a Difference in the Sacraments, confirm them
in their Miftake : People have wrong Notions as
to the Nature of Covenanting and Baptifm, and
Minifters ought to enlighten them, and not uphold
them in their Errors and Ignorance.

6., If Minifters, to make their Condu& and .
Principles confiftent, thould lead thefe People to
profefs Religion properly, and promife Obedience
to Chrift in all Gofpel Ordinances, or to ufe any

| K2  Expref- |
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Expreflions that imply a Determination to obferve
all Gofpel Ordinances, when yet the People do not
defign any fuch Thing ; this, inftéad of making

the Matter better, makes it worfe. To lead Peo-

ple to vow or promife, what they do not expect or
propofe to perfarm, is a great and dangerous Evil*.

7. Minifters ought not to proftitute the Sacra-
ment of Baptifm, to comply with Peoples Hu-

mours, but confider what a folemn Thing it is
to adminifter a Sacrament, that reprefents Seals, -

and applies the Benefits purchafed by the Blood
of Chrit. To profane or mifufe a facred Ordi-
nance, is a Breach of the Second Commandment,
where God fays, he is a jealous God.

* I cannot help exprefling my Fears, that Minifters may permit People, to co-
venant or profefs Religion, without leading them into the Knowledge, and incul-
cating upon them, the Nature of Covenanting, and a Profeflion of Religion, and
thus by Degrees admit alrioft any Sort of Perfons, who may inconfiderately offer
themfelves.

I know much deperds upon the Faithfulncfs, and Care of Minifters, It has
been fegn in all Ages, that when they are negligent, the Church becomes corrupt
and degenerate, and Ordinances profaned : And no Wonder, fince they are the Door-
keepers of the Church, and the Difpencers of Ordinances. But the Danger of
profaning Ordinances when Minifters are unfaithful, is no Argument againft the
Principles I maintain; nor is the Danger of receiving fome gracelefs Perfons, an

Argument that we fhould fet the Doors of the Church open to them. This would
be ftrange Policy,

¢

VIII . QECR-
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VIII. Quetlt. Where People come to Sacraments, at
leaft to Baptifm, without pretending to bav. Grace,
or to exhtbit the Evidence of 1t, can a Minifter
with a good Uonfcience continue to adminifler Sa-
craments, from Time to Time, without dete;mining
in bis own Mind, which Side of this Controverfy
15 right, or what are the Qualifications, on which
People may be admitted to Sacraments 2

Anf. 1.} HATSOEVER is not of Faith, is

LY, Sin: He that doubteth is con-
demned, if he a&ts. This is not a Matter of Indif-
ference, that may be managed either Way, as in
many common Affairs of Life.

2. If a Man was undetermined in his Mind,
whether the Baptifm of Infants was right, 7. e.
agreeable to the Word of God, ornot, I think he
could not in that Cafe lawfully baptife them. So
here,

3. Where the Mind is in an Equilibrium or
Sufpence, efpecially in important Matters, the Evie«
dence on hoth Sides appearing equal, ’tis finful to
a@, but not to forbear alting, becaufe in Matters
of Doubt or Uncertainty, 'tis Duty to fufpend Ac-
tion till we get Light.

4. A Man ought to be determined in this Mat-
ter, before he enters into the Miniftry, and takes the
Ordination Vows. But too many young Men of,
a truly religious Character, enter (not to fay rath)
into the Miniftry, without fufficiently confidering,
what Actions and Duties, will be confequent upon »
their Ordination ; efpecially refpe@ing the Difci--
pline of the Church. IX, Queft.
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IX. Quett. May God be faid to enter into Covenant

aith unregenerate Men CONDITIONALLY, and
make Promifes to them Conditionally 2

1. (Y OME, that are for admitting gracelefs
Perfons, build much upor the Affirma-
tive of this Queftion.

2. I anfwer in the Neg:tive, by obferving, that
there is a great Difference between a Propofa/ and
a Covenant, and between an Ojfer and a Promsfe.
God propofes the Covenant of Grace, and makes
offers to all under the Light of the Gofpel ; but it
cannot therefore be faid, that he enters into Cove-
nant, and makes Promifes to them. Oxr Man’s
making Propofals and Offers to another upon cer-
tain Conditions, is not an Agreement, Ccmpad, or
~ Covenant, without fomething further: The Man

to whom the Offer is made, muft do, or fay,
fomething that is a complying with the Terms, or
a ratifying and confirming the Bargain, and then
‘tis properly a Covenant,

3. God’s telling the Gofpel World, thatif they
will repent, believe, &¢c. they fhall be faved, is not
entering into Covenant with them in any Senfe, or
making Promifes to them, in any proper Senfe of
a Promife. If any of them repent, believe, &¢.
they then enter into his Covenant, and then there
are Promifes that are actually theirs.

4. I think there 1s as much Reafon in faying,

that God juftifies, adopts, entitles to Heaven, yea,

fanctifies the Unregenerate conditionally, as that he
enters into Covenant and makes Promifes to them

conditionally, s- I
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g. I know there is a proper Senfe, in which the
Covenant of Grace with Believers, may in many -
Refpedts, be faid to be conditional : But then Be-
lievers are really in Covenant, and many Promifes
are aCtually theirs. But the Thing denied is, that
God does in any Senfe take unregenerate Perfons,
appearing to be fuch, into the Covenant of Grace,
~amd that any of the Promifes of the Covenant are
theirs, or that the Sacraments were defigned to feal
any covenant Bleflings, or Promifes to them.

B e oo oo i b GG b b S S o b g

X. Quelt. Would it be proper in our Churches, to
cut off thofe Adults, who having been baptifed in
Infancy, do not come into full Communion, agree-
able to what was ordered in the Jewith Church &

Anf*. 1.JF we confiler the Nature and Confti-
tution of a Church of Chrift, and what
Church-Memberthip in adult Age properly is, and
the Duties belonging to fuch ; it will appear to be
rational and according to the Nature of Things,
that thofe who will not comply with what is required
of Church-Members, fhould not be confidered as
Members of the Church. Unbiafed, unprejudiced
Reafon, would give into this at once. *Tis thus in
all Human Societies. But fo great may be the In-
fluence of Cuftom, fo many the Picjudices, and fo
ftrong the Bias on the Mind, that it will with Dif-
ficulty give into this Pofition. » :
2. If proper Difcipline was practifed, we have
Reafon

* I might well afk thofe Perfons, who build fo much upon the Fewifh Church,
why that Church thould not be a Rule in oge Cafe as well as anuther, |
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Reafon to think it would do much more good, th. -
to indulge Perfons with the Thought, that they raay
confider themfelves, and that the Chiurch confiders
them, as Church-Members ; when yet they are not
fo, in any proper Senfe, acording to God’s Ap-
- pointment.

3. When a Church is far gone in a wrong Way,
and has been long accuftomed 10 Methods and Prae-
tices, that are not accordmg to Chrift’s Inftitutions,
tis very ditficult to reduce it to Order. It cannot
be done all at once, nor would it be prudent to at-
tempt it. Chrift led bis Difciples and the Primi-
tive Church out of Errors, and fewsfbh Rites, and
Pratices, gradually, as they were able to bear.
And yet fo, it caufed great Commotions. Aés xiv.
and xv. &e.

4. Prudence and Refolution ought happily to l~c
joined in bringing People from Wrong to Right.
Bt how gradually foever we proceed in Practice, 1
think we o.aght to acknowledge what is Right, what
ought to be practifed if we could but come at it.
Truth ought to be held up and maintained ; nor
fhould we be tno dilatory in proceeding, efpecially
as we have now the cleareft Light of the Gofpel, |
and are not to expect any Thing further as to Reve-
lation concerning the Nature of Chrift’s Church,
which was not the Cale in the firft Part of the A-
poftolic Age.

s. Thus far, I think, I have proceeded with
Safety. But what would be prudent and proper
Meafures, in the prefent Situation of our Churches,
may be difficult to determine : Different Churches,
may rcquire different Meafures. However, I'will

give
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give my Opinion, what would be proper as a pe=

neral Rule. General Rules have fome Exceptions. .

6. 'Tis granted by all, that baptifed Children
and Youth, ought to be under the Watch and
Difcipline of the Church; to be called to an Ac-
count and cenfured for Mifconduét. This is now
practifed in fome Churches. This being granted,
I fuppofe it might be proper for the Church to call
upon tiie buptifed Youth, after they come to a pro-
per Age; fuppofe 14, 16, 18 Years, and enquire
of them, what their Views were of their Obliga-
tions to be for Ged, to enter iInto his Covenant
explicitly, and unfeignedly devote themfelves to
him. And let them know, that God required ail
that were baptifed in Infancy, when come to Years
of Underftanding, to ferve him in Love, fincerely
to take the Covenant upon themfelves, and ia

Faith come to the Sacraments, or elfe in proper
- Time to be cut off, and not be confidered as Meme
bers of the Church. If they exprefs their Fear of
being unfit to covenant in Truth, and yet fay,
they will ferioufly confider thefe Things, they ought
to be waited upon, at leaft, till they are of Age,
but not without being called upon by the Church,
once in a Year or lefs, to fee if they were confider=
ing thefe Things. If after they come to full Age,
they appear to love and ferve the Creature more
than the Creator, to be againft Chrift, by not being

for him, it might be proper for the Church-to drop

them out of their Number, and let them know
that they cannot any longer confider them as in the

Church, but as belonging to this World, and the
God of this World. As to the particular Manner,
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. or Form, in which the Church fhall drop them,
or cut them off, I know not that Scripture cr
Reafon de termines it, only that it be done in a Man-
ner that will be moft likely to do them, and others
- Good. Jf any of thofe Young ones, on whom the
Church calls, are Ignorant, thc Church ought to
take Care that they be properly inftructed : “But if
they appear to Lave tolerable Knowledge, and yet
are vain and carelefs, the Church ought folemnly
to warn them, from Time to Time. If any of
thofe on whom the Church is waiting, fhould be
guilty of contemning Church Government, or guil-
ty of Scandal, they ought to be cut off, aftc the
firt and fecond Admonition. If the Church thould
~ wait upon thofe that are civilifed, and confiderate,
fomething longer than till they are of Age, I know
not that it would be a [auit, if proper Difcipline
was exercifed in all other Refpetts; becaufe thefe
Perfons do in Effe& cut themfelves off, and fuch
are not in general by the World confidered as
Church Members, and their Mifcondu@ does not
occafion Reproach, like that, of thofe, who come
to Sacraments.

LRI P T I T R TR e T E e R SR T S ST R E T L

XI. Queft. Do the Sentiments in this Publication
Javour the Anabaptifls ¢

A x. FTER I publifhed my Sermon upon
Chriftian Baptifm, it was by fome

thought, to be favourable to the Anabaprifis, on
account of the fame Sentiments which I have here
maintained, or becaufe I held, the Faith of Parents
gave
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gave right to Boptifm for themielves, or Children,
But fo far from being for, I think the Principles I
maintain, do moft. effeGually guard againft Anq-
baprifin.

2. Lax Principles refpecting Sacraments, and lax
Difcipline, have done more than any Thing to open
the Door, for the Increafe of Anabaptifis. To cut
off their Objections, and fome of their moft popu-
Jar Arguments, and eftablith Perfons who are wa-
vering with Refpect to their Sentiments, has been
one confiderable End of my writing the foregoing
Inquiry into the State of the fewi/b Church.

3. 'Tis obvious to all, and t':e common People
cafily fee, that the New Teftament requires Repen-
tance and Faith, in order to Baptilmn. They can-
not help obferving alfo, that many Prefbyterian
Minifters, open the Doors of the Church to unbelie-
vers, and baptife where there is no Pretence to true
I aith, or Gofpel Repentance : The People are fure,
according to Scripture, this cannot be right: They
are thence ready to conclude, there is no Medium
between thefe Errors, and the Tenets of the A4na-

baptifts, who infift on aGual perfonal Faith in ¢ &

to Baptifin. Hence they are eafily led, to fall in
with that Se& in renouncing Infant Baptifm.
Whereas if Minifters would keep to the Rules of
the Scripture, and require Faith in Order to Bap-
tiim, and would difcipiine baptifed Children, there

would be but little Danger of the Anabaptifis

gaining Ground among our People.

4. We derive fome of our principal Arguments
for Infant Baptifm, from God’s Covenant with
Abraham, and the G.ntiles being grafted, or
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brought - into a Church State, effentjally the fame
that the ‘Jewifb Church was; “as ‘God inftituted it.
Now if we.hold (as many.de).that God approved
of the Fews coming to -the Saeraments, as they
were in’ their corrupt degenerate State; and that
we Gefztz/es, may- now come as they did, this'is fo
very contrary, to what is every Wheve faid in the .
New Tcﬂament, concerning  coming” to Sacra--

ments, that ’tis ‘no Wonder the Ancbaptifis fay,
that our Argument from the Fewsfiy Churchy, can-
fat be good, becaufe fay they, the Gofpel which
is {o Pl&m 20.d ‘eafy, certainly contradi@s it, as it
curfaaxily réqurres true Repcntance and Faith, in
ctder fof Baptifm. They in this Cafe;fhav:\ng {fome
‘i"ﬁit}iv on’ therr Side, reje@ our Argument in the
whole.. 'Whéréas; would we confider the Abra-
benite Covepant and Yews /b Church, according'to
Sod’s Inftitution, and maintain that true Faith, or
{awing Grace was alwdys neceffary to a proper wor-
thy Approach*to the Fewi/b Sactaments, wg ob-
vidte their moft popuiar Objection or Argument,
viz. 'That believing is required in order to Bap-
tifm. For allowing this (which is the Truth ac-
cording to Scripture) and pradtifing accordingly,
there would not be fo much Difficulty to recon-
cil¢ them to the Baptifin of the Seed of Believers.

FI N I S



	An_inquiry_into_the_constitution_and_discipline_of__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._10915__1768 (1 of 2)
	An_inquiry_into_the_constitution_and_discipline_of__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._10915__1768 (2 of 2)

