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Chriftian Baptifm.

Acts VIII. 36, 37.

And the Eunuch [aid, fee bere is water, what doth
binder me to be baptifed?  dnd Philip faid, sf
thou believeft with all thy beart thou mayeft. |

%71 W O very important articles. of reli-
: ion are mentioned in thefe words,
viz. (1) The facrament of baptiim :
and, (2) The qualifications requifite
or neceflary in thofe that are to be
baptifed.

Baptifm is the fubje¢t of this dif-
courfe ; and my defign is,

I. To confider the nature and defign of chriftian
baptifms. And,

II. How perfons muft be qualified, before they can
properly receive that facrament.

L. The nature and defign of cbriftian baptifm.

Baptifm is one of the facraments of the gofpel difpen-
fation, to continue in the church to the end of the world.
A facrament is a divine inftitution, wherein, by fenfible
and material things, fpiritual bleflings and benefits are
keld forth and communicated to believers. As baptifm
is 2 facrament of divine appointment, ’tis not, on the one
hand, to be rufhed vpon carelefly, nor on the other, to

be treated with inifference or negledt.
A - The
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‘The wathing with water in baptifm is an outward and
very fignificative fign of fomething inward and {piritual :
It fignifies the wathing away our native and contracted
guilt and defilement, and the purification of our natures
by the fpirit of God; the wathing of regeneration and
rencwing of the Holy Gholt. Again, ’us a feal or token,
By this mark or token God’s vifibie people are diftin-
guifhed from others. Hence ’tis ordered to be fet upon
all that would be accounted she diiciples ot Chrift. Mar.
xxviii. .18. < Ga difciple 11 nations, baptifing them.”
Baptifm is a feal of the covenant of grace.  When adult
perfons receive baptifm, ’tis, on their part, a ratfying
and confirming feal or token, that they are the Lord’s;
that they do devote themfelves to him, and will be for
him. As a feal put 10 a covenant, bargain, or agree-
ment among men, is the ratifying and coufirming it, {o
the reception of baptifm is a feal confirming our covenant
and engagements to be the Lord’s. Ard when perfons
are duly qualified, and rightly receive 1t, according to
God’s diretion, ’tis a feal on God’s part. He does
hereby confirm to them the bleflings of the covenant of

grace. He engages, it I may f{o lay, to be to them a.

God ; which comprehends all that they want. This
ordinance being by his appointment, is as his hand and
feal, which he will never deny, but will make good and
confirth all that is implied in the covenant, to them that
receive the feal according to his appointment.

II. T am to fhew bow perfons muft be qualified, before

they can properly receive the facrament of bapiifm.

T am not here to confider the fcripture-warrant for the
baptifm of infants; you are fatisfied in that point, and
Y wake it for granted : What I propofe, is, to fhew how
adulc perfons muft be qualificd, if they were to receive
baptifm ; and how thofe who were baptized in infancy,
and come to adult’ age, muft be qualified, befote they
ean properly ofr cheir childien w Yaptiim.  You will

readily

¢
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readily grant, "that [ome qualifications are neceffary., If
Papifts and forne others baptife without any qualifications,
you, whoie jud:ments are formed by the word of God,
know that qualifications are infifted upon; fo that it
would be very improper to receive thofe to baptifin, who
openly continue in the fins of drunkenneis, profane
fwearing, uncleanneis, and the like fcandalous vices.
The door of the church is not to be opened to take in all
the world, while perfons evidently appear to be of the
world: The church and the world are diftin¢t things
according to fcripture 3 nor is it baptilm merely that will
diftinguith them. They who live after the luils ot the
flefh, thelufts of the eye, and the pride of life, are of the
world, and baptifm would not make them otherwile,
unlefs they fhould iive up to their chriftian profeflion. It
any fhouid fay, they think all perfons ought to come to
baptiim, becaufe all ought to pray to God, love their
fellow-creatures, and do other duties of the moral law :
I anfwer, there is a great difitrence between natural and
inftituted duties. By natural duties, I mean fuch as
thefe, viz. praying to God, and praifing him ; relative
duties of parerts and children, honefty and uprightnefs
in dealing, being punctual to our word, and afiording
relief to perfons in diftrefs : The obligations to thefe
duties rifes from the relation we {tand in to God, and one
another. Every rational creature is bound to perform
them, and fins lefs while he endeavours to perform them
as well as he can, than by a carelefs willtul negle¢t of
them, under a pretence that he has not the qualifications
which God requires of him. But now the nature of
inftituted or appointed duties is far different : Of this
fort, were, the priefthood and. facr:fices of old, circum-
cifion, and the paffover. It was not the duty of every
fon and. daughter of Adam to offer facrifices, attend
circumeifion and the paflover ; it was the duty only of

thole, that God pointed our, and direted, to attend anc
p erform
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perform them. Uzza mizht not touch the ark, tho’in
danger of falling, becaufc he was not a prieft, nor muft
Uzziab the king enter inte the temple to offer facrifice.
So now, the goipel miniftry, baptifm, and the Lord’s
iupper, are inttituted duties. The perfons ard the qua-
lifications are defcribed in the facred oracles; every man
may not perforn: the duties of the minifterial office, tho’
he might plead that thercin was a near and delightful
approach to God. Nor may any draw near to God in
the reception of facraments, (which are inftituted duties)
unlefs they are fuch perfons as he declares qualified for
them.  Febn and Philip would not baptife till they found
the requifite qualifications, (See Fobn 11i. 6. and Afis
viii.) God has appointed who fhall attend inftituted
duties, what muft be their qualifications, and who fhall
not arterd them ; and what it is difqualifies, or unfits
them therefor. I think ali wha will atentively confider
thefe things, muft fece, that there are qualifications
neceflary tor baptifim, without which it is not to be
attempted 3 and alio, that there is a differenee between
dudes which are inflituted, ard thofe that are hatural
or moral.

And this will further appear, when I come to confider
the qualifications neceffary, which I fhould immediately
do, was it not proper, firft, to confider whether perfons,
baptifed in intancy, who in adult age come to renew the
covenant, and receive baptifm for their children, muit
not have the fame qualifications, as if they were to be
baptifed themfelves, or the fame qualifications that perfons
muft have, who were not baptifed in infancy, butin
adult age, come to feek it on their own account. I think
the qualifications of cach fort of perfons muft be the
fame 3 and many doubtlels will fay, this is fo evident,
that we wonder any thing fhould be faid upon it; but
howpver evident, yetitis denied by fome, who fay, that .
thofe baptiled in wsfuncy, need not bave fo high qualifi-

cations
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cations when they come to get their children baptifed, asg
if they fought it in adult age, without being baptiled in
infancy. Though one would be ready to think, if any
allowance fhould be made, it ought to be in favour of
thofe poor creatures, who have not been brought up in
the bofom of the church, nor enjoyed the advantages ot
thofe who have been favoured with a piocus education.
But I would fhew, that there muft be the fame qualifica-
tions in each, for thefe reafons, |

1. As much knowledge is neceflary in thofe who were
baptifed in infancy, and renew covenant in adult age, as
is neceffary in the other fort of perfons; none can rightly
attend facraments without knowledge; but the equal
degree of knowledge is not denied.

2. If thofe bapufed in infancy have been vicious, they
muft manifelt figns of repentance, as much as it they had
not been baptifed; they muft therefore be free from
fcandal as much as the other fort.

3. Thofe baptifed in infancy muft renew the covenant,
and make a credible profeffion of religion: Their
renewing covenant is making their parents act their own.
They then come to confider the nature and defign of the
facrament of baptifm, and their obligations to renounce
the Hefh, the world, and the devil; they are to engage
for themfelves as much as if they were now to be baptifed.
They are to confider and realife, that they are fealed and
marked out for God, and explicitly give into all that is.
implied in baptifm, which, as our chatechiim well
exprefles it, fignifies and feals cur engagements to be the
Lord’s.  Asnothing lefs than fuch a profeffion of religion.
1s neceffary in thefe, fo I think nothing more in point of
profeflion can be neceffary in thofe not baptifed in infancy
and as to other qualifications it will be granted they muft
be the fame. But this point wiil be turther confirmed,
when I come to fpeak of the-profeffion of religion, and of

entering into, Or renewing covenant,
| I
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I now proceed to confider, what qualifications are
neceflary in thoie who apply for bapuifia,

L. Iiis neceflary that fuch perfens jooe!d beve a competent
degree of cbrijlian kiowiedge. Without this they will offer
tie biad and lame in facrifice ; God rauit be worfhipped
with underftanaing, as well asin a {piriiual manner ; yea,
without underitanding they cannot worthip him in {pirit.
But what underitanding, what koowicdg: is necefiary ?
Aunfwer, the degree of it cannot be cafijy prefiribed: Buc
it is eafy to oblerve, that fuch perfons muit have fome
proper knowledge of the great and holy God, his
glorious perfeclions; the trinity ot perfons in the
godhead ; of our fallen depraved ftate, and inability to

elp curfelves; of the nature and neceflity of regeneration,
repentance, and faith ; of juftification, and its meritorious
caufe; of progreflive fanttification; and alfo of the
nature of facraments, and a proteffion of religion; and
on what grounds a perfon may lawfully enter into the
vifible church. Unleis perfons have fome proper know-
ledge in fuch points as thefe, they cannot apply for
bapui{m without prefumption.

L. They mupt be free from fcandalous fins and offenfive
bebaviour. Were {candalous perfons admitted, religion
would fuffer on their account. 'We all {o well underftand
what is meant by fcanaaious fins, that 1 fcarce need
mention them 3 fuch as, aduitery, tornication, drunken-
nefs, lying, profane iwearing, and curfing, ftealing,
cheating, 1abbuth-breaking, and the like; and in caie
perfons have been guilty of {candal, it is neceffary they-
fhould make a public contetlion of that fin. -

The open violations of God’s law, are a contempt of
his authority ; and when fuch as have broke his law,
come to feek the privileges which he grants to his pecu-
liar people, ’tis neceflary that they fhould publickly
teftity their difike and ablorrence of fin, and take
fhame for the difhonour done to God. Otherwife it is

not
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o oanc oy oat they U allow of fin, and approve,
or at leatt think lightot, the violations of the divine law.
By a publick conicliion of fin perions give glory to God,
thereby acknowledging that his law is holy, juft, and
good, and that finis an evil and hateful thing. "Tis
ftrange anyv thould entertain that falle groundlefs notion,
that ’tis a cii;race to make a publick conteflion of fin.
*[is not a il race amonyy any that have a true fenfe of
honour anid reputation, but ’tis a credit.  And on the
other hand, to refuic a publick confeflion, is really dif-
hoaourabic. It manitelts pride, cowardice, and a mean
unworthy temper, with litcle regard to God, or his
honouvr and government.  God’s word not only approves,
but requires, confeflion for f{in, (Aass. iii. 6.)¢ They
were baptifed confefling their fins.” (1 Tim. v. 20.)
““ Thote that fin, rebuke before all,” &c. And as perfons
muil be free from {candal, fo they muft

III. Be «flualiy engaged in the pofitive and praflical
parts of religion.  The proteflion they make muit be
adorned by a good converfatien : They muft maniieft
a relith for religion, and the company and converfation
of godly people; areverence for the holy name of God,
and diflike to fuch perfons as profaneit.  They muft have
a regard for the fabbath, and houfe of God. - lHow
inconfiftent is it for fuch perfons to profefs they take the
Lord for their God, and will ferve him, and yet mifpend
or protanc the fabbath, and feldom attend the worthip
of God. They muit alfo attend the worfhip of God in
their families, praying in them daily. This branch of
pradtical religion muit be infifted on as a neceflary quali-
fication. What 2n ablurdity isit, to lead parents to
engage to bring up their children in the fear ot the lord,
and to fet a good exampie before them, while this duty
is negleCted ¢ Such parents do not fet 2 good example,

~

nor teach their children to rear the Lord.

B IV,
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IV. There muft be a profeffion of truereligiont. Baptifm
is not to be adminiftered to any, till they profefs their
faith in Chrift, and obedience to himj. Profeflion of
religion, or covenanting, is neceffarily previous to the
adminiftracon of a feal; for a facrament is a feal of the
covenant, of fome covenant whatever it be that perfons
enter into.---But here the great enquiry is, what are
perfons to profefs ? What is implied in a profeflion of
religion ? Or what is the nature of the covenant perfons
muft enter into, renew, or engage in ?---In a profeflion
of religion, two things fhould be well artended to,
1. That perfons well underftand and confider what it is
they profefs. 2. That it be a proper profeflion of
religion, or of that in which religion does confift.

1. Perfons fbould well underftand and confider what they
profefs.  They fhould underftand the proper meaning
and import of the words ufed in their profeflion or cove-
nanting ; whether the nature of the covenant implies
grzcious fincerity or not.  There is no tranfaction between
God and man more folemn and important than that of
covenanting ; nonc in which we fhould be more carcful

to

*. I do not mention faith and repentance as diftint heads of
qualifications, any further than they are implied in a profeffion of
religion ; becaufe I am confidering the qualifications that minifters
muft find and infift upon, in crder to admit perfons to baptifm.
And if we look into the fcripture, we fhall find that it is a profeflion
of faith and repentarce, with proper fruits, which is infifted on, in
order to admiffion : The profeffion that I infift upon, fully implies
faving faith and repentance ; ard that thefe are neceffary, I hope
I have made cvident, where I fpeak of perfons being fincere in
what they profefs. 'That faving faith and repentance are neceflary
in the fight ef God, is evident from the nature of the facrament of
baptifm. The reception of baptifm in adult zye, fignifies and
feals the reception of Chiill’s blood, and the fan&ifying influences
of the Holy Ghoft; for thcfe are certainly figrified by baptifm,
and the reception of thefe cannot be without true faith. Repentance
15 alfo neceflary, even fuch repentance as is ncceffary for the
remifiion of fiss. (Ads ii. 38.) “ Repont and be bopticd for the
remilfion of fins . '

f. Sce fhorter catechifm ; alfo larger cat. Queft, 160,
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to a& exaétly according to God’s will and direCtion. In
this matter God is a jealous God.+ Andif people un-
derftand the meaning of the covenant, they  muit take
heed that they do not make a lying profeflion. God
hates hypocrify, will not be mocked, requires truth in
the inward part. (Confider Fer. iii. 10. and Aiisv.)
Minifters fhould be careful to guard people againit the {in
of making a lying profeflion. People are apt to comply
with cuftomary forms, will often offer to profefs religion,
when it is to be feared, they do not underftand or fin-
cerely comply with it. Minifters thould warn them of
this evil; fhew them the danger of tranfacting this matter
in a carelefs or hypocritical manner. Although they do
not know the heart, cannot fce fincerity, yet they may
do much to guard people againft coming rafhly, and
profefling whatis not true. Nor can a minifter be free
from great guilt, if he is not fairhful in the matter.
John Bapiift would not let fome comply with the cuf-
tomary form, and receive baptifm when they oftered it.
(Maz. iii.)

2. We are to confider, 1bat a proper profeffian, is a
profeffion of that which is religion, or in which religion
does confifp. I think this is well expreffed by the affembly
of divines, when they fay, ¢ ’tis a profeflion of faith in
¢ Chriit and obedience to him.” °Tis not enough to
profefs a belief of iae doctrine of chriftianity, but alfo
obedience to Chrift, fubmifficn to him, and compliance
with his will. The covenant perfons engage in, is a
covenant to be the Lord’s, in the fenfe in which he re-
quires us to be his in his word. The whole of the cove-
nant of grace is comprehended in God’s being our God,
- and our being his people. By perfons profefling religion,
is

+. How ftrange it is, that in covenanting, fome minifters fhould
choofe to ufe fuch words, which are of a doubtful meaning, or may
be ufed in two different fenfes; that good men and wicked men,
friends and enemies to God, mav all ufe tlem, and none know in
which fenfe they were to be underftood.
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is not meant profefling or declaring in fo many word-
that they are religious, or have true religion; but they
proffs that, which if true, implies it.  If perfons de-
clare they take and avouch Febovab to be their God, and
give themfelves to him as his people, it properly implies

all that God requires of any ot us. It implies, that we
prefer God and Chrift to every thing elfe; that we love
his will, and take his word for our rule ; that we hate fin,
and watch againft it. Now, perfons that can fay this,
have true religion.

But it will be faid by fomne, ¢ If fo much fhould be
implied in the covenanting of thofe, who have in no
fente been in covenant before, vet ’tis not neceflary thae
fo much fhould be required of thofe baptifed in infancy,
for they are already God’s covenant people, and within
the church, and their children have a right to bapuim
if the parents cannot covenant fo as to imply true
religion.”

Anfwer. This is taking fomething for granted without
proving it ; taking ifor nrarted iomcthmrr that will appear
not to be fa&t. Thof: mpnﬁd in mtancy, in order’ to
enjoy church-privilezes in adult age, muft underftand

the nature of beiny God’s covenant-people, and take the
covenant upon themfelves.  To this purpofe, let me
offer you the following words of the late rev. prefident
Edwerds. < When thofe perfons, (fays he,) who were
¢ baptifed in infancy, do properly own their baptifmal
¢ covenant, the meuning of 1t is, that they now being
“ become capable to act for themfelves, do profefledly
and explicitly make their parents alt, in giving them
up to God, their own, by exprefsly giving themfelves
up to God; but this no perfon can do without
diffembling, unlefs that he fuppofes, that he in his heart
confents to be God’s, A child of chriftian parents
 never does that for himflf, wilich his parents did for
“him in infancy, 6!l h2 gives himfelf whoily to God.
¢ And

[

[,

n
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< And furely a perfon doth not give himfelf wholly to
¢ God, while he keeps back not only a part, but the
¢ chief part, viz. his heart and foul. He that keeps
¢ back his heart, does in effect kcep back all. If there
¢ be any words ufed by fuch perfons in their proteffion,
< which don’ imply that they really give themielves to
¢ God, but referve and keep back their chief part; it
¢ ceafes to be a profefiion of giving themfelves up to
¢ God, and {o ciaics 1o be a profefled coveranting with
¢ God, or owning God’s covenant: For the thing which
¢ they profets, buon% to no covenant of God in beinyg 3
¢ for' God has revealad no fuch covenant; ; nor has any
¢ fuch covenant ot Ged any exiftence, in which our
¢ tranfacting ot the covenant, is a giving up curfelves
¢ with rejerve, or bolding back a part, efpecially Lolding
¢ back our fouls, our chiet part, and in effet our all.”
Thus he.---But it is fiiil {aid by fome, that fuch explicit
covenanting cannot be required of thofe baptifed in
infancy, becaufe they are already in the church; the
qucfiion, fay they, is, concerning one already -in ‘the
church ; what is neceffary to keep his ftanding and enjoy
privileges, not what would admit one a-new? And in
order to keep their ftanding and enjoy privileges, they
‘think no {uch covenanting can be required. 1 anfwer,
that to clear this obje&lon, it thould be well confidered,
how far perfons are, and how far they are not, in the
church, merely on account of their infant baptiim.
Much confufion is thrown on this point, by intimating
that infant baptifm fo brings perfons into the church, as
to intitle them to the prmleges of church members in
adult age. But fuch are by no means church members
in full, or to have the privileges of adult members.
They are only in the church, as infants are taken in with
their parents ; they are only paffive, and not capable of
enjoying the privileges of adults, till they have knowledge

and make their parents alts their own. The ob;e&nons
vernnald
reetisvd
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would have little weight, it it was well confidered, that
when a perion comes to adult age, to receive church
privileges upon his own aecount, he muft do a great deal
more than juft continue in the ftanding he was in by
infant baptfm : He now comes to exercife knowledge,
make his intant baptifm as much as he can his own act,
and comply with the covenant that gives a right to
baptifin : In brief, he pafles from infancy to manhood,
from a paffive to zn altive ftate ; and thus becomes a
church-member, very different from what he was before.

But fince fome maintain, that perfons may be admitted
into the church as adult members, and to church privi-
eges, whether baptifed in infancy, or not, without
having ground to think that they are really and favingly
in the covenant of grace, or have fincerely taken God for
their God, in preference to all cther things; and that
the church admit them, and they have a right to come,
by their being in a fort of outward covenant relation to
God, having meral finceritv, and the like; and therefore
that fuch a covenanting and profeflion as I have been
pleading for, cacnot be requifite; I muft difcufs this
matter a little further.---And let the three foliowing
particulars be well confidered.

1. The opinion that I am oppofing, viz. of unrege-
nerate men having a right to come by being externally
in ccvenant, &c. cannot be fupported, without maintain-
ing, that God erters into covenant with unregenerate men,
makes promifes to them, yea, fulfilsand confirms thofe
promifes to them; and that upon their complying with
the terms of the covenant, while yet they are unregenerate :
For it mull be granted, that in every covenant between
God and man, which is fealed by both parties, there are
promifes and engagements on God’s part, and duties on
man’s part, to be complied with, in order to have God
make good the promifes on his part. Now the fealing
of fuch a covenant, is the raziiiiy und confirming the

covenant;
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covenant ; the applying fuch a feal on man’s part, is his
declaration, and folemn vifible token of his compliance
with the terms of the covenant. And when any creature
does, by God’s direction, and according to his will, ufe
or apply the feal of the covenant ; I iay, if done by his
direétion, God does thereby declarc, that that creature
has complied with the terms of the covenant ; and there-
fore that the promifes belong to, and are feaied to that
creature. The icals of the covcnant are God’s fcals, as
much as the creature’s, when the creature compiics with
them according to God’s appointnient.  To fuppofe
therefore, that God direéts, or allows, an unregenerate
man to apply the feals of the covenant; fuppoles that
the promifes of the covenant belong to that man ; which
is a principle contrary to all found Calvinift divines.*

2. It the right to circumcifion and baptiim, be
according to the opinion that I am oppofing, viz. of an

external

Tis ftrange that the d:mgcr of felf-righteoufrefs, does not
maLc fome miniftcrs cautious of admitting gracclefs perfons into the
church. There are fome minifters, that will admit people to
church privileges, without the fuppofition of grace, and yet will
fcarce allow it proper to advife and encourage unconverted perfons
to pray and ufe otier means, left they fhould be felf-righteous 2nd
relt in daty. Now if there is danger in encouraging  perfons to
pray, and do other duties of the moral la"’, which 1s binding upen
all ‘rational creatures as fuch; there is much more danger in

- encouraging them to come, -and admitting them to the infituted

duties and privileges of God’s peculiar pcople ; to apply to God in
a covenant way, and I‘CCCIVC the feals of the covenant of grace,
even thofe feals that reprefent all the benefits and bleflings of that

covenant. But ’tis {lrange how prejudice will blind.--- "Fis certain

that 1n fome places, people are inclined to run into the church as
foon as they have a little convition, and their minds turn upon
religion more than ufual. They are not eafy ull they apply for
baptifm, or enter into the church; ard this gives thewm rclief.
Whether this i1s a common cafe or not, there is certzinly cicat
danger of it. What is here faid may at leaft be a balance o an
oblc&mn that fome make, viz. that admirtting perfons D) the fup-
pefition of their havmg grace, may build them ep, 2.0 Chablidh
them in a falfe hope, when it may be they Lave 1o gr..u.

g
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external covenant, &c. thenthe covenant with Abralam,
of which circumcifion was a feal, wuas net the real and
proper covenant of grace. For thc opinion does not
fuppofe, that their right depends upon their having
grace, or a real fpmtual in-being, 1 God’s gracious
covenant, It there be any covenant-relation, or flate
that givesright to baptifm, without bcing really in God’s
gracious covenant it mufl be the covenant with dbraban:
ior chat covenant was the foundation of circ umcifion and
bantiim ; nor can infant baptiim be detended any other
way. It the covenant with Abrabain, was not really and
properly a gracious covenant, to what purpofe have there
beeis 1o many volumes written by our divines, {trenuoufly
afierilog and maintaining that it was, and all allowing
that inrant baptifm cannot be defended on any other
pri:ciple. I have not here time, nor room to hint at the
arguments by which our divines irrefragably prove, that
Abrabams’s covenant was a covenant of grace: But what
I wouid thow, is, that the opinien I am oppofing, is con-
trary to all orthodox divines, that maintain infant baptifm ;
and contrary to the arguments which fo abundantly prove
Abrabans’s covenant to have been properly the covenant
of grace.

3. The opinion that I am oppofing, cannot be fupport-
ed without interpreting the moft fpmtual, weighty, and
Important texts in the new teftament, in an Arminian or
Socinian fenfe, {o as in effe€t to render void the whole
goipel : For it fuppofes, that the faith, or believing, re-
quired in order to baptifm, inthe gofpel, is only doc-
trinal faith, or at moft, fomething fhort of faving faith ;
that repentance, and fruits meet for repentance, required,
may be found in unregeneratc men; that being bap-
tifed into Chrift’s death, and planted together in the
likenefs of his death, whereby the old man is crucified
with him ; and being rifen with him to newnefls of life,
(Rom. vi.j does not imply faving grace, but fomething

fhost
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hort of it.  And that when it is faid, (G2 3.) that fuch
as have been baptifed into Chrift, have put on Chrift, it
does not imply puiting on the image of Chrift, or holi-
nefs of naturg, but fomething fhortofit.  And when the
apoitle adds, ye are all the children of God, by faith in
Chrift Jefus, and if ye are Chrift’s, then are ye Aéra-
Fam’s teed, and heirs according to the promife ; he does
not mean, that they are the children of God, in a faving
fenfe, orth:tthey are the feed of fbrabaiz in a true
{oiritual fenfe, but only in fone external fenfe.t Now ir
the {pirituality and internal excellency of all thel: texts,

131

and others that might be mentioned, which are joined
with baptiim, fhew.ng the qualifications requifiie tor the
ordinance ; I fay, if thefe are all given up to ferve an
Hypothefis, there is as much reafon to iaterpret thofe other
fcriptures, of the new creature, the new birth, &c. as
the Socinians doy and thus we zre deprived of the cruth
of the gofpel at once.  After having been led thus far
upon this particular of chriftian proteffion, I procezd to

the
C V.

+ If any fhould think that the difference betweea me, and thol
I contend with, lies only in this, viz. That 1 infift upon perfons
having grace; fo that it muft be known that they have grace; and
my opponents only infift upon the appearance, or outward evidence
of it ; I arfwer, this is not the cafe: For tho’ 1 maintain that
nothing but thc truth and reality of grace, gives rightin the fight
of God; yet ’tis the credible cvidence and outward appearance of
it, and nnthing elfe, that minifters or the church have :rv concern
with, as to other perfons. ’Tis not in the power of miniflers or
clturches to know tihe hearts of others, nor can they have any
internal evidence, ‘tis external cvidence alone that thev ave con-
cerned with. By being externzlly in covenaut, my opponents Co
not mean perfons appearing to have grace, fo far as they can judge.
the’ we may be miflaken: Lut they hold, that perfons may e God’s
covenant people, 10 13 tohuve sight to fanraments, when neither the
perfons them‘clvee, nor the rapwiars as door-keepers, or the chureh
have any f{uffcient ivvintural cvidence, that-they Fave <roe grace
Nay, they <o nor praitis that, nowmch true rdigicn omiile, oad
therefore are xiot Chilliany by med o,

———-.
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V. Aid laft qualification fer bop.iin, which is, that
Porzits come 1nto fuls communion in the church, with a defign
ta pariake of the facrament of the Loid's fupper. 'T'hole
w10 receive baptiim for their children, are notto neglect
the Lord’s fupper.  Thote who have profefled religion,
anu received baptifm, are in the church.  There 15 no
ther way of coming into full communion in the church,
but by a profefiion of religion and baptifm. Ail that
come tor bapti'm, muft profefs their faith in Chrift, and
obedicnce to ciin; and if they obey him, they come to
his table. To profefs obedience to Chrift, is to profefs
ooadicnce to his commands ; and he exprefsly commands
his ditciples to obterve the facrament of the fupper.
¢ Take, cat, drink, do this, fays he, in remembrance of
¢ me.” Perfons cannot fincerely protfefs obedirnce to
Chrift’s commands, without coming to his iable. Let
fuch as apply for baptiim, confider they have entered into
covenant, and fealed it once, viz. by baptiim ; and now
to neglect or refufe to feal it again at his tabl-, is to break
covenant with God, and refufe his commands. To pre-
tend to fet to thicir feal once, as they do in baptifm, and
not at the famz time defign to repeat 1t in the facrament
ot th:z fupper, is todeal deceittully in the covenant of
their God.---But fuch will fay, we are unfit, and dare not
come to the Lord’s table. I anfwer, if this is the cafe,
vou are alfo unfit for baptifm. For confider, the fame
qualifications are neceffary for one facrament as for the
ocher, inadqultage. Baptitm isas much a facrament as
the Lord’s fupper ; theformer as much a feal of the co-
venart of grace, asthe latter.  There are not two cove-
nants, one tor baptiim, and other for the Lord’s fupper,
but one and the fame covenant.  Baptitin as much repre-
iznts the blood of Chrilt, and the bleflings procured by
his death, as the other facrament, and our receiving it, as
much implies our recciving the blood of Chrift, as our
receivin the other facrament does.  Since bapufm is a
facrament,
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facrament, Chrift and the benefits of the new covenar,

are therein repredented, fealed and applied to beli vers.§
Baptifm is as folemn and facred an ordinance, and as
folemn an approach to God, as the Lord’s fupper.  Much
more 1s faid in {cripture concerning qualihcaticns ior
baptiim, than for the fupper. (Sce Mat. iii. Alat. xxvii.
Ads . A&Gs vii., Afsx. Rom.vi. Gal i) Why
fhould any think fo light of baptifm, that they will dare
to apply for tais, when yet they dare not come tw the
other facrament ? *Tis as great a fin, and us dan_zrousto
receive bapaim vnworthily, as to receive the Lord’s fuppe

unworthily ; and the fame worthinefs 1s requircd 10r borh.
It the apoltle Pax! had had occafion to peak of the uin-
worthy recepiion of baptiim, he would with the fame
1eaior. have faid chat they received condemnation cr
Judgutent to themielves. It perfons are not qualifted
tor tne Lord’s fupper, they fhould not be allowed to
proicis reliyion, come into God’s holy covenant, and
taxe and apply the feal of it in baptifm : For how is it
poliible that this can properly or lawfully be done, when
they cannot fhew iorth Chrilt’s death in the iacrament
of the fupper.

But jome will objeét, and fay, we dare not come to
the Lord’s tuble, for we cannot fee our way clear, but
we think it cur duty to rencw our covenant, and get our
chilcren bapiifed, and we are willing to come as far as
we fee our way clear.  Thelfe words, or words of the
fame import, are often in people’s mouths; but afk the
queftion, what makes you think it your duty to have
your children baptifed, when ycu are not fit for the
Lord’s table? And they are fpecechlefs. I never yet
reccived from any Body a tolcrable anfwer to this quel-
tion.---Now as to the opinivn of thofe who think it cuty
to have children baptifed, while ’tis not dvty to ceme to

the

Cce fLorier catechiim.
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-the Lord’s table; I obferve that fuch perfons labour
under a miftake inorie of thefc two points. (1) They
think it duty to renew covenant and get their children
baptifed, when ’tis not duty in prefent circamftances.
Or (2) they labour under fome groundlefs fcruples and
fcars about coming to the Lord’s fupper.

. Perfons may think it duty to apply for baptifin,
&c when ’tis not their next immediate duty, becaufe
they may not be quaiified tforit. They muy think too
lightly ot ccvenanting and baptifm, whereas ’tis 4 moeit
weighty and folemn thmg All that would thus apply,
fhould well confider the nature of covenanting and enga-
ging to be the Lord’s. Now if perions do n(rnd) con -
fider the nature of covenanting, as mentioned under the
laft head of qualifications, and can in an undcrﬁandmg
and proper manner thus engage, and yet are afraid to
come to the Lord’s table, then they Jabour uader the

2 Miftake juft mentioned, viz. groundlels fcruples
and tears relpeéhng the Lord’s fupper; as it there was
fomething much more folemn and facred in this, than in
covenanting with God, and {ealing the covenant by the
facrament ot baptifm.----It 1s the duty of fuch perions to
endeavour to get light, and underftand the nature of facra-
ments, and of cov enanting with God. “They fhould con-
fider, how inconfiftent ’ds o fay, as they do in covenant-
ing, ¢ that they avouch the Lord jebovab to be their
< God,’ and fay this publickly before the world, and yet
be afraid to attend the Lord ar his table, and own a cru-
cified faviour there. Can they fay in covenanting, that
they take Jefus Chrift for their faviour, dependmnr "alone
upon him Yor falvation, and yet not come, and in the ex-
ercife of faith, obfrve the facrament of the fupper ?

Can they fay, in covenanting that they renounce their fins,
make the word of God their rule, and promife obedience
to Chrift, and yet negle¢t his command, to thew forth

his death in remembrance of him? Can they feal their
engageiients
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engagzements to be the Lord’s in the facrament of bap-
ti fm, and yet fear to feal it again in the facrament of the
fupper? Peeple labouring under miftakes about facra-
mcnt:., fhouid be cnnchtred and not be allowed to come

rofhly 1 ignerance, and feparatc what God has joyned
togc't‘ler.

SBut afwer ail, fome haveobjetted in this manner, and
fa1d, may not bapt.'.m be of great fervice, it perfons have
not the particular cualifications which the feriptures feem
to require ? May it .0t be a great blefling to our children
to bring them iato ti:= church of Chrift ? Is it reafonable
that children fheuld tutizr cor their parents faults ?----In
anfwer to this ol u¢lion, let me intreat fuch perfons to
confider, thit nu ordinance or means can be blefled, or
do any gocd, unleis God gives the blefling. No good
is to be obtiined but w‘mt be communicates; and ’us
not I*kely he will give his blefling, when things are not
done according tu kis direction ; when his terms are not
complied with, but Lis will contradicted. God will not
blefs meanrs in every way, but only in the way that he hath
appointed. What advantags was baptidm to S:men, (Aés
viii.) who afterwards continued in the gall of bitternefs,
and bords of iniquity, and became an implacabie enemy to
the church of Chrift > What benefit did the Jews reccive
from their facrifices and oiferings, when not done as God
directed? (//a.1.) Thete of“crmos, new mocns, &c. were
of God’s own appointment, as much as baptifm; but for
want of due qualifications in the people, God abhorred
them; they were an abomination, his foul hate: them.
Inftead of hoping for a blefiing, itis awtully dasgerous to
meddle with inttituted duties unlcis we are cualifed.
Uzza had a good intention in fteadying the ark, but was
{rruck dead, becaufe not a perfon whom God had appointed
forit, or becaufe he meddled with a facred thing, in an
improper manner, without God’s diretion. Naodeo and
Abitu were ftruck dead in their offerings, becaufe there

was
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was fomething amifs in them. Confider, thatn the fecond
comman.d, which refpe@ts God’s worfhip, he fays, he isa
wealous God, ‘confider alfo Yer. vi. 20. and Prov. xv. 8.)
And as to children fuffering for parents faults, let me
olLerve, they are not like to fuifer lefs, for veing Laptifed,
it done n a way that God does not approve. - Bapufi
can do the child no good, unlefs God biefics the orui-
nuce.  And is it more likely that God will blefs the
chid, when baptifed in an improper manner? ’Tis
{trange that Ged thould be obliged to follow a finiul action
with his blefiing! His word gives no encouragement to
do evil that guod may come, but threatens damnation to
thole that o, becaule it is juft. (Rom. iii.) It fhould be
confidered, that children or infants have no right to bap-
titim, but what comes by tiwir parcnts, through the di-
vine appointment. The baptitm oi infants cannot be
_<civnded from fcripture, without granting this: And if
chiidren’s right depends upon the quaiifications of the
parents, then parents not qualifi~d, have noright to eficr
their children tobaptifm : And if they do tiat which
they have no righttodo, they have no realon to thuik
God will own and blefs it, becaude they do ity but have

wuch reafon to think God will difown it, and reject them
and their children, as he has done others for the proiana;
tion of facred things. God will at laft fay to fuch pareats,
w0 has required thefe things at your hands, done in the
manner you have done them ? Let parents well confider
thefe things, who feek baptiim for their chiidren whan
tiey are not duly qualified for it.

But ftill fome have objeéted, were not all circumcifed
perfons under the law aliowed to circumcile their chil-
dren; and as baptifm is come in the room of circumcifion,
why fhould the children ot baptifed perfous be cut oft?
Aniwer,

1. If the objettion has any argument-in it, it proves
too much, viz. That fcandalous perfons may bring their

cliilaren
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children to baptifm, which my opponents do not plead
for, and thercfore is as much againft them, as again{t me;
and the fame aniwer that will do for them, wiil do tor
me.

2. God then appcinted, that none fhould come, but
fuch as were holy, his covenant people, that had the
vifible evidences of grace.  All others were by his expreis
direction to be cut off from the congregation of the Lord.
It was by their neglecting and dceparting from the rules
God gave them, that they admitted the unclean. Ezef.
xxii. 26. compared with chap. xliv. 23.is a fuil anlwer
to this obje&ion. The former thews how God looked
upon ths degeneracy of the Jewifh church in thefe things,
viz. ¢ Her prieflts have violated my law, and have pro-
¢ faned my hely things ; they have put no difterence
¢ berween the holy and profane, neither have they thewed
¢ difference beiween the clean and the unclean.”  And
the latter points out what fhould be in golpel times;
fr) aking of the prieils, God fays, * They fhall teach my

zople - the difference between the holy and profane, and
canfe them to difcern between the clean and unclean.

It this fecond aniwer does not fatisfy all, as not being
agreeable to their notion of the Sinai covenant, Yet

3, *Tis caly to obferve, that the feripture is abundant
in mentioning a very great, yea, eflential difference
between the Mo/zic and Chi ytion difpenfation.  The firft
was weak, imperfect and faulty, compared with the fecond.
‘That was aftate of bondage, nonzge, no glory, compared
with the glory and freedom of the gofpel church ; and
much more to the fam= purpofe : Thefe things confidered
mutft certainly enervate this objection.

I have now finifhed what I had to fay upon the qualifi-

cation for baptiim; but muft here oblerve, that minifters
or church officers are door keepers to tie church,” ond
are under folemn obligations to take care, that thote they
admit be duly qualified according to the rules of God’s
word.

C -
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word. e ordered of old, that there ficuld be a proper
difference betwe-n the clean aad tiie unclean ; and blanses
and threatens the priells whofe Luflneis ir was, becaufe
they did not keep up this diflercnce. And it was pro-
phefied thai under vhe gofpel difpeniation, miaifters thould
be more carefi:" and faichtui ia this macter..
Gofpel minifters are bound to proceed by the ruiles of
-Chrift. They are not to pretend to difcern tie heart, or
determine who are internally gracious, and who not.
T heir private opinion or fufpicion is not to be the rule of
their procedure.  Chriftians are to be judg’d of by their
roper fruits. ’Tis eafy for miniiters to proceed by
Chrift’s rule in admitting perfons into the church. Thofe
are to be admitted who make an undeiflanding profeffion of
faith, icpentance, and new obedience, and whofe bebaviour
and prafiice gives reafon to think their profeffion is fincere.
This may be confidered as the rule. ‘This is fufficient to
direét minifters. They can eafily judge of thefe things.
As it is minifters duty to take-care that perfons are
properly qualified; and as I think none have a rnight in
adult age to apply for baptifm, unlefs they ar the fame
time apply for tull communion in the church ; I am now
my hearers, to inform you, that I cannot any longer
 baptife children for any but fuch .  The reafons for this
have been mentioned in the preceding difcourfe, where
I have fthewn what profeflion is neceflary for baptifm, and
that fuch perfons are not to negle€t the Lord’s fupper.
But here fome are ready to propofe fuch a queftion as
this: Suppole a perfon whom I look upon properly
qualified for both facraments, who yet through fome

tears and {cruples dare not come to the Lord’s table, but
18

+. It has been the common praflice in our churches to admit
almoft cvery body to the facrament of baptifm, and very few com-
paratively into full communion, to attznd the facrament of the fupper.
This groundlefs dividing of the facraments, and making a diffcrence,
where therz ought to be none, hasbecn the occafion of this difcourfe.
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1s defirous of baptifm for his children, why cannot I allow
this; aliow him to comply with his duty as far as he can ?
This I have tound uled as a common objettion, and
thrown in my way, as tho’ it had the force of a ftrong
argument. But to this I aniwer,

1. "Tis not at all to the purpofe, if applied to the
common practice of admitting almoft every body. Sup-
pofe the perfon mentioned here, might be indulged this
siberty, it 1s nothing to the common practice of admitting
to bapulm thole, whom neither themfelves, nor church
officers, think fit for the Lord’s fupper.

2. Wiiile the perion propefed, labours under thefe
groundiefs fears and fcruples, rifing trom error and mif-
txke, his next imumediate duty is to get light; get ac-
quainted with the nature of facraments and qualifications
jor them : Such a perfon cannot aét right in one facra-
ment, while he is under fo great errors as to the other :
While he is in fuch darknefs, we have reafon to fear he
comes prefumptuounfly, fo far as he does come, and
offers to God the blind and the lame in facrifice; for
“tis granted, that he has not right views of covenanting
and the nature of facraments, otherwife he would not
apply for one feal and neglect the other. I think it my
duty to inftruct fuch a perfon, and not encourage his
alting prefumptuoufly. Suppofe a perfon I thought qua-
lified, thould coniciencioufly defire to come to the Lord’s
table, whei yet he had never been baptifed, and fhould
refufe to be baptifed, fearing he was not fit for it; fince
there is much more faid in {cripture about qualifications
for baptifin, than for the Lord’s fupper ; fhould I allow
this perfon to comply with duty fo far as he fhould fee
his way clear ? Should I allow him to come to the 1.ord’
table without ever being baptifed ¢ Surely no. My duty
1s to keep him off, and enlighten him. Or, fuppofe a
perfon fhould coniciencioufly think, (as thoufands have
taught) that he might prcg)crly come and partake of the

brea
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bread in the Lord’s fupper, but might not partake of the
cup, and fhould offer himfelf upon this condition ; fhould
I admit him to come fofar as he can fee his way clear?
No ; I would keep him off until he was taught better.
And thus I think it duty to do with the perfon mentioned
in the objection. Anf{wer,

3. I have endeavoured for fome years to practife
according to the queftion, and I know other minifters
that now endeavour it, viz. admit none to baptifm, but
fuch as might be admitted to the Lord’s table, if they
would come. And]1 find the confequence is ftill this,
that people will come to baptifm in a carelefs manner,
without proper qualifications. For in this cafe, if the
minifter who admits them, thinks the qualifications the
fame for both facraments, the perfons that apply; think
there is a great difference, and they will come upon their
own principle. As a minifter can only judge or doctrinal
knowledge, and external condué, and people who
apply, arc reftrained by no principles of confcience
they come to baptifm in a carelefs prefumptuous manner;
for they think aimoft any body may get their children
baptiled. ’Tis reafonable to fuppefe this would be the
cafe ; and I find in fa it is fo, by the after irregular
and unbecoming behaviour and practice of thoie that
did apply. Minifters may warn people, and folemnly
1nculcate the necefiity of being properly qualified in order
to baptifm, but ’tis to little purpofe, while the people
thick they may frecly come without thofe qualifications,
which the minifter thinks neceffary. Anfwer,

4. Another reafon why I cannot admit fuch as are
propofed in the queftion, is, thatitobliges me to receive
thofe who are admitted in the moft lax manner in other
churches. If I admit fome to baptifm, who come not
to the Lord’s table, I appear to pradtife as in other
places ; and as I muft hold communion with the churches,

I cannot confiftently rcfufe thofe that move into my
congregatiotl,
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congregation, if they bring certificates of being admitted
to the privilege of baptifm for their children elfewhere.
What thall I do? I'know that in many other places people
arc allowed to apply for baptiim in the moft lax manner.
Neither minifters nor people think there is need, or fo
much as pretend to the qualifications, which I in my
confcience think are neceflary. Shall I attempt to make
thefe perfons profefs religion different from what they
have done, and it may be reject fome that have been ad-
mitted elfewhere ? This would be odd. Shall I receive
thofe that my conficience tells me ought not to be received ?
This I cannot do. In fine, I know of no middle way
between opening the church doors too wide, and admit-
ting thofe only who come into full communion. There
is no medium between right and wrong : There are but
two ftates after this life.  All the world will be divided
into two forts at the judgment day: and I can fee no
reafon, that in this world there fhould be a fort of corn-
munity ereted by proteftants, that belongs neither to
the vifible kingdom of Chrift, nor to the vifible king-
dom of fatan.+

I know the obje&ion of novelty will be thrown out
againit the method I here propofe: Itwill be faid, this
is a new and ftrange way, contrary to the practice of all
the churches.--- Anfwer, ’tismot fo ftrange and unhcard
of a thing as fome may imagine. If any will take pains

to fearch, they will find that all the proteftant churches
have

1 We all profefs a defire to bring children who are baptifed under
the diicipline of the church. Minifters and churches fay, they defire
it, and willattemptit. Now this would be much eaficr attain=d to,
ir no childrenwere admitted to baptifm, but of thofe that are i1 full
commurion. ’Tis nextte impoflible, to difcipline baptifed chiidres,
witen almo{t every body is allowed to bring to baptifm. 'The
benefit of infant baptifm is in a great meafure loft, if baptifed
children are not watched over and difciplined. The gencral neglett
of this duty is, I fuppofe, in a great meafure cccafioncd by opening
the doors of the church fo wide.
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have held, that faving faith and repentance are necefiary
qualifications for baptifm, in adult age; and that the
fame qualifications are neceffary in thofe who were
bapriea in infancy, when they came to renew covenant,
and obtain baptilm for their children. Our cxcellent
‘Weftminfter confeflion of faith, and catechiims are un-
deniably plain upon this point; and that almott zil the
proteftant divines are on my fide, may be ealily fcen in
Mr. Foxcroft’s anfwer to Mr. Edwerds’s five queries.§
And my opinionis fo far from being novel and unheard
of, that this charge will be tound to lye againft the con-
trary practice. In the firft fetthng of New-England,
they baptifed for none buc fuch as entered into full com-
munion : lt was not till after fome confiderable time thar
they allowed ot two forts ot covenanting ; and even now
there are many churches in New-England, that admit
none to baptifin, but fuch as come into full commu-
nion in the church. And I know a number of minitters
among us, who think ’tis the icriptural method ; that ic
ougkht to be the practice of the churches, andare groan-
ing under the difficultics of the contrary cuftom ; who
wifh for an alteration, and hope that it may be obtained.

But the queftion here ought notto be io much what
)s the praltice of the churches, aswhat faith the {crip-
ture ¢ ‘Tothe Jaw and tothe teltimony. We are not to
tollow 2 multitude to do evil.  Chrift approves the few
that keep their garments clean.  If we walk according
to his word here, and obtain his approbation at laft, it
is cnough.  As to myfelf, I fubmit the event to God.
I know not what wiil be the confequence in this congre-
gation ; but I cannot act contrary to the principles of
my own Judgment: Unlefs I obzain other light, I muft

act

& And that thiswas the opinion and pradtice of the antient church,
from the apolties tiies, appears from what Mr. Fobn Erfiine hus
c:ted from the fathers 11 1iis fecond theological diflertation,
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act by the light I now have, whichisto baptm for rone,
unlefs they come into full communion in the church.

I flull conclude with an addreis to three forts of
I)CO“]L.

. I would addrefs myfelf to thole who have profefted
reiigion s propcr!y entered Into covenant; are in iull
communicn in the church, and have obtained bapuun
for cheir children.  Wiil you not try to improv: your
baptitm and cevenant relation to God to fome vz }u.;blc
pur&poxe? Realile the folemn vows and promifes thaty
have made, and the obligations you have laid )mmdvc
under. Have you not protchcdly renounced tie ficth,
the world, and the devil ? Have you not declarcd thiat
you will thew yourfelves the difciples and followers uif
Chrift? That you will take his word for ycur rul: i ail
your conduét ? And chearfully fubmit to be govirin e by
his laws? That you will be exemplary in your iiniics,
and bring up your children in the tear of the 1., :j?
That you will promote religion, and endeavour i cuiid
up Chrift’s kingdom in the world? All tiis you live
implicitly, if not in fo many words, pxonm <4y ear
covenanting to be tor God. And 1s 2l this 10 fa JOr
nothing ? \Will you forget whofe you are, an . how rcu
are to ve? God forbla' Let your baPUllﬂ and ¢ vusming

to hohnc.fs, and cvery pra&ncal cun) Say wuhmk our-
felves, have we that mark and feal upon us, tiat Crvews
we belong to God; and fhall we induige fm, that wbo-
minable thing which he hates? Shali we practically
renounce him after we are fet apart and fealed for him?
We cannot bear the thought ; it ﬂlall not be fo. 1:us
God done fo much to diftinguifh us from mary otlicrs,
and fhall we be ungrateful ? Shall we requite him evil
for ail his kindnefs? Shall we profane the facred nime
which has been called upon us ? Shall we in any reip-&
2€t, as if we renounced our partin t‘*c Cereiits puuhm_d

by
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by the dying pains and precious blood of Jefus Chrift ?
We muft not, we cannot aét thus; but will devote our
time and talents to his glory, who has leved us, and
given himfclf for us. Thus you thould improve your
baptiim, by guarding you againit fin, and exciting you
to obedience.

And would you manifeft your gratitude to God,
confider and realife what a great advantage it is to belong
to the vifible church ; to have yourfelves and children
numbered among God’s peculiar people. Chrift has a
tender regard to his church in this world ; he has done
great things for it. When others are deftroyed, he
has often preferved his church : If he affli¢ts it greatly,
vet he will not fuffer it to be overborne: He fo regards
his church, that he fpares others for its fake. ’Tis goed
being in company and relative bonds with thofe that God
has a peculiar refpect for. (2 Kingsiit. 14.) Were it not
that [ regard Febofbephat, the king of Fudab, I would
not lock towards thee.~--But mow bring, &c. What a
mercy would it have been to Sedom and Gomorrba, if
there had been but a fmall church of God in them. (Genx.
18.)

By being in the vifible church, you have the means
of grace; the word and ordinances are committed to
you : Whileit was confined in the Jewith nation, Chrift
would not let his difciples carry the means any where elfe.
Go not to the Gentiles, or the Samaritans, but to the houfe
of Ifrael. (Mat. x. 15.) What mercy did the Cyropheni-
cian woman obtain, by living near the people of God.
(Mat. xv.) And it fhews how diftinguifhed and regarded
the vifible church is, that before Chrift would fhew her
mercy, fhe muft confefs that fhe was not to expect the
favour of God’s children or vifible people, but only the
crumbs, that they might eafily fpare. When Cornelius,
who was not one of God’s vifible people, was to obtain

mercy, he muft be fent to the vifible church for it.
: | (Aéis



[ 3r ]
(Aiis x.) Surely the privileges of the vifible church are
not to be fet light by ; more efpecially when we are by
God himfelf brought into the number of his peculiar
people, as we and our children are by baptifm and cove-
nanting, when done according to God’s appointment.

Again, confider what an advantage ’tis, that by bap-
tifin you and yours are brought under the watch and
care of chriftian people. Youefteem it, and very pro-
perly, a great advantage in the education of a child, to
have it under the watch, care and correétion of good
parents or tutors. In like manner it is advantageous to
us, in this ftate of imperfection, to be under the diici-
pline that God has ordered in his church.  Whata favour
to have the friendly afliftance of chriftian brethren ? T'o
be reproved and admonithed when we go aftray ¢ A pro-
per fenfe of thefe privileges muit excite your gratitude,
and lead you to enquire what you muft render to the
Lord, for his benefits.

And under this fenfe of things, be exhorted to perform
your duty to your baptifed children: When you view
the goodnefs of God, in taking you and your children
fo near to himfeli; when you confider your vows and
promiies, have younot all poflible motives to educate
your ofispring for God. I cannot but fear a religious
education of children is too mnch negle€ted : That fome
of you at leaft, neglect to realite the obligations you are
under in this refpe¢t. Confider, my dear hearers, have
vou not given ycur children to Goo i their baptifm ?
defired kis name and his mark to be put upon them? And
will you not try to have them diftinguifhed from the reft
cf the world, by a regular practice, and an exemplary
behaviour ¢ You cannot forget that your children have.
precious immortal fouls, and will you not ufe all prever
means for their falvation. Let your children know that
you have devoted them to God in baptifm ; that his name

1s called vpon them. Convince them, if poffible, that
it
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itis a privilege to enjoy the means of grace: Warn them
of the danger that is in fin; let them know that it leads
to hell.  Faithfully ufe all your wifdom and power to
reftrain them from evil practices.  “I'ry to conviace them
of the danger there is in evil company.  Let them know
what obligations you are under to them from your own
covenant engagements, as well as from love to their
precicus fouls.  Remember, God has committed your
chilurea to your care, and that he will require their fouls
at vour hands. Bear them on your hearts betore God in
prayer; fet them a good example. How dreadful will it
be to have your children follow you to hell, by tollowin:x
your ¢xuainple. Confider how much it tends to your
comrort 1n this world to have them walking in the truth ;
how much it is for the glory of God, and how much i it
tendis to make the church encrzafe and flourith.

And here let me oblerve, that you are obliged in duty
to ¢o what you can, to have the proper difcipline of the
church exerciled towards your chiliren; you have
eniercd them into Chrift’s church, have promifed to
fubmit them to the government of it. This is a great
privilege for them, and do you not defire that they fhould
have all the advantages for religion, that they are capable
of enjoying. Were all baptifed chiidren properly taken
care of by the church, it might be an happy means of
reftraining them from vice, and leading them to confider
their duty. A proper tender judicious difcipline towards
them, might have an happy tendency to convince the
world, that there was fomething really advantageous in
intant bapufm. Hereby believers and their “children
would be diftinguifhed from the reft of the world, and ve
what God would have the m, a peculiar peoplc. You,
therefore, who are parents, fhould not only be willing,
but afford your affiftance, that your children may be
called to a more private or publick account, and.receive

a proper difcipline ; when accerding to Ged’s word the
cafe
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cafe requires it. How unreafonable and finful would it be
for any parents, who have entered themifclves and chil-
dren into the church of Chrift, o0 endeavour to fcreen
their children from church cenfure, and be oftended with
church-officers when they call them to an account.  IHow
do fuch parents regard their promifes ; having declared
they will do all they can to have their children brought up
in the fear and admonition of the fuord ? s not church
difcipline one part of the admonition of the Lord ? Is it
not an excellent means in the good education of children ?
Parents, who refufe to bring their children to church-
difcipline, cannot with truth fay, that they defire all
proper means fhould be ufed with them, to bring them
up in a religious manner. ~

To conclude this part of my addrefs ; although I would
have you highly prize the privileges ot the vifible church,
yet I muft caution you not to reft in them. There have
been too many in all ages, who have refted in external
duties, without ever being acquainted with the inward or
fpiritual part of religion. It would be poor fatisfaction
to me, to find your notions and practices right as to
externals, if at the fame time your were deftituie of holy
natures, and your fouls not conformed to God. There
are many who belong to the vifible church, that do not
to the invifible. Think not that it is well with you,
becaufe you have been baptifed, or come to the Lord’s
table. Simon the forcerer, profefled his faith and was
baptifed ; and yet was in the gall of bitternefs, and
bonds of iniquity. Many that can plead, they have eat
and drank at Chrift’s table in the world, fhall be rejected
at laft. How can you bear to go from the vifible church
to the regions of cternal defpair ¢ If you perifh, you will
be among the moft miferable in hell, becaufe you abufe
privileges, by which you have been exalted as it were to
heaven. Confider then, that without holinefs no perfon

can fec the Lord. I am fenfible, you are rationally con-
| E vince
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vinced, that in order to be faved, you muft have holy
natures, mufl be born again, or muft love God, and
manifeft that love by a fincere and chearful obfervance
of his commands. And 1 earneftly entreat you not to
reft, till you obtain good evidence that you are fuch
perions.

2. 1 addrefs thoft who are dcfivous o h;W' their
children baptifed, and ver do not make a rull proteilion
of religion, butah. At themiclves from the Lord’s table,
will 2ot join with dhiriiticns o few foica Coriils death,
nor eat and drinkin I mbaa e of the dear redeemer.
You have heard what s been md of the neceflity of
q";zh-:”tml.s, and what huas been faid to thew that no
adult perlion is quanaed for baptifi, either for himfelf
or chiiuicn, unlels he is alio for the Lord’s fupper. I
mutt uige you well to confider thefe things: For iy
own pdl‘t I have often been brought to great difficulty
:n this matter, being anxioufly concerned on the one
hand, left I fhould offend people, and alienate your affec-
tions; and yet on the other, not daring to comply with
their requeft, leftI fhould profane an holy ordinance, by
applying it to improper fubjefts. I defire not to infift
upon any qualifications but what the gofpel requires:
And as minifter and door-keeper of the church, I am
folemnly warned and cbliged to act by the rules and di-
retions Chrift has given me, when I admit members into
his church. Sure ] am, I have no difpofition, am under
no temptation to keep out any that gofpel rules will
admit. I rejoice to fee fuitable perfons offering to enlift
themflves under Chrift’s banner. ’Tis my grief that
there are no more fich to offer themfelves. But however
glad I would be to fee the church filled, yet I dare net
admit fuch as arc manifeftly unquahﬁcd left 1 bring
vpon myfelf the difpleafure of my Lord. If therefoie,
you will be difquieted with your minifter in this matter,
and apply elfewhere for baptifin, even where qualifications !

are
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are but little regarded; you would do well to confider,
whether you can expect Chrift will blefs the ordinance,
either to yourfelves or children.  What will it avail you
to wait upon ordinances, if not done according to Chritt’s
appointment. In fuch cafes, Chrii.’c will not regard the
outward performance; but will reject it, and the perfon
performing it. I muft defire you to read, and confider
thefe paffages of fcripture, Ifai. 1. 11, 15. Jer. vi. 20.
Prov. xv. 8.

If you would come to one facrament, and not to the
other ; it appearsto me, you muit be miltaken as to
one or the other of them. Either you think baptifm
and renewing covenant, not to be fuch folemn and holy
things as they are, or elfe you labour under needlefs
fcruples about the Lord’s fupper. Confider there are
not two different covenants fealed by baptiim and the
Lord’s fupper, but one and the fame. There are not
two forts of churches to be admitted into, one for them
that come to baptifm, and the other for them that come
to the Lord’s table : No, itis one and the fame church,
one and the fame covenant, or elfe no covenant; and
both facraments are feals of the fame covenant. If after
all, you fay, you are bound in conicience to apply for
baptifm, altho’ you neglett the Lord’s fupper; you
muft act for yourfelves ; I defire not to influence you
any further than I can enlighten you; nor would I Lave
you act contrary to your own conictences: But let me
infift thac you look wellto the matter, that it be con-
fcience rather than cuftom, that influences you; and if
it be confcience, thatitbe a well enlightned confcience ;
for fometimes a confcience nct well enlightned, is a per-
ricious thing, and worfe than no confcience atall. Thus
Peul, and others, who perfecuted and killed chriftians
out of conicience, aéted worf= than if their confciences
had been n> way concerned abou: the matter. In a
word, let us al' often coufider, that we muft give an ac-

count
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countto God. I know I muft be anfwerable for my
condué, as to admitting or keeping perfons out of the
church, and as to adminiftring or witholding the facra-
ments : And you muft anfwer for your conduét-in apply-
ing for facramants : Andif you apply ina manner that
God has not direted, what can you anfwer, when God
fhall fay, who hath required thefe things at your hands,
in the manner that you have performed them ?

3. I would addrefs myfelt to the children and youth
who have been baptifed in infancy. Confider, dear
young hearers, that the name of God has been called
upon you, his mark is fet upon you ; your parents have
given you up to God, and doubtlefs they defire that you
thould be wholly for him. You are now come to years
of fome underftanding, and can confider your ways;
may I not then addrefs you in the words of 7¢/bua, choofe
you this day whom you will {crve.  God has taken you
into his family, and requires you as.rational creatures,
to devote yourfelves to Lim, and ferve him.  You fhould
acknowledge the favour you rcceived from him in infancy,
now you are coms to years of underftanding ; you muft
own his goodnefs, and be thankful that he has diftin-
guithed you from the Leathen ; that you have the light
of the gofpel and the advantdges of a religious educa-
tion; that you are under the care of parents and the
church, who arcobliged to bring you up in a religioys
manner, watch over you, call you to an account for
mifconduct, warn and reprove you. ’Tis a mercy to
young people to be brought up in fuch a way. And now
will you not endeavour to improve your infant baptifm
to fome valuable purpofe ? You fhould be excited from
hence, to raake your parents a& your own, in giving
vourfelves to God, and take encouragement to plead
tor furcher mercies.  God defigns that the mercies which
yecu receive, fhoull znimate you to afk ftill more : He
15 never weary in well doing : He delightsto give ; yea,

1o
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to give abundantly. God expedts that you, who have
by his direction been baptjfed, fhould apply to him, and
plead for fpiritual mercies. And will not you improve
the price that is put into your hands?

My dear young hearers, I cannot but look upon you
with a tender concern, whenI confider, how much de-
pends upon the rifing generation. You are capable of
doing much for God and religion, but there is danger of
the contrary.  Your minds are flexible, and may receive
impreffions, good or bad: How defirable that you
fhould take a turn to that which is good. The hopes of
the church areupon you. The Fathers, who have been
ftandards in the church, sre pafling off this ftage of
ation, and what will become of th® church,  if the
rifing generation does not fupply their place; but inftead
of this, thould rife up an encreafe of finful men? I de-
fire, I pray, I cannot but hope, many of you will be
fhining ornaments in the church. You have been taken
into the bofom of the church by baptifm, I hope you
wili not be fo ungrateful as to forfake it by a finful
courfe, and fo abandon yourfelves to ruin. Will you
give minilters and good people the gloomy profpect of
your cwn diftrution, and of the dwindling of the church
for wantof members? Realife the goodnefs of God in
giving you the means of grace, and efpecially a religious
c*‘acation. Remember the facred name that has been-
called upcn you, and how you profaneit by living in fin,
Remember, dear children, the prayers that have been,
and arc made for you ; the pains that have been taken
with you, and the account, which in the day of judg-
ment, you muft give for all thefe things. Will you not
be thoughtful, be teachable, hearken to good advice?
Don’t give the beft of your time and fprightly powers
to the fervice of Satan. ’Tis good to férve the Lord,
‘tis comfortable, ’tis exceeding fatisfatory : And God

his aright to your time and talents., Szek the Lord
while
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while he may be found ; you have his promife that you
. fhall find him, 1f you feek him early. (Prov. iii. 17.)
Beg God to give you his holy fpirit, to fan&ify your
natures, to heal your fpiritval difeafes, to give you a
new tafte and relith for divine things, to ftrengthen and
encourage you to lerve him on earth, and fit you to
enjoy him in heaven. Ihope, my young hearers, you
will be free to fubmit to church difcipline. God has

feen fit to appoint it, and that for your own advantage;

and you may doubtlefs receive great benefit by it.  You

will not afterwards repent that you have fubmitted to

any thing, which God has appointed : As your being
religious will glority God, and caufe the church to
flourith ; fo it will produce abundant peace in your own
minds, while you live in this evil world, and will prepare
you for the felicity of the heavenly ftate.

That all my hearers may finally be bhappy in heaven,
may God grant thro’ Jefus Chrift. Amen.

THLE END.
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