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OAKLAND COLLEGE

This fine school was located in the neighbarhood of Rodney, It was in
a leantiful place, but of course altogether in the interior. It wasz five miles
irom the Mississippl River at Rodneyv and since that day there has been a
diversity of views respecting the proper location not only of Oakland Col-

lege but of churches, schoolhouses and all or any other thing of general use
to the communtty, [t has been no uncommon thing for persons unacqguainted
with the circumstances of the casze to exclaim as they approach Oakland in
its quiet retreat:

“What better prool could there be of incompetency of the [ounders of

Cakland College for such an undertaking than the fact of their placing it

where no sensible and judicious man could ever have thought of locating an
mstitution designed for public benefit ™

"'.IiI] VEL IL 15 heheved to be _-‘.|_-n,'|:-'|:||'i||'|| ok SHE l|-:_'|‘:'|r-||_-|;';|_[ir:|'.| that 1m
many important respects it was not only a very desirable and eligible loca
‘.i--l_ ||I|1. .'I.|I:-"|IZ.!-;'|_'-. thie -=III.-'_'-.' ];1':'.L'1it.'-.|l1|' 'g:-|:|-._"{' i|' il|| l]l-:- r-:-|:'i1|||_1.' '.'._|'||-1'.:_- the
founders of the college could have been successful in their undertakings.

The following brief sketch of the early history of college education in
Mississippi and Louisiana will prepare the wav for setting forth the arigin
ared progress ol the mnstitution anmd show ||_l. wr |.|:||.,";:;'i|,':-: and maoatives 1its
tounders were actuated.

he sketeh is from the pen of Rev. Benjamin Chase, who arrived in thiz
part of our territory at New Orleans on the 17th of December,
alter Mississippl was admitted into the Union as a state,

oW W W o

[n the midst of all these failures there was one ray of hope. It was born
in tlie heart of the Presbytery of Mississippi. In the minds of some of these
men there was formed the vision of a coming institution, which in some way
or other i a way they did not know should be organized and meet the needs
of the rising generation.  Gradually that vision developed into a blessed
reality and o due time Oakland College was bormn,  The very name brings
up a thousand memories. No institution in the state of Mississippi or any

where else perhaps ever wrought itself so deeply in the love of the people as
did Uakland College, 1t was established iy a body of faithful men. The:
watered 1t wath their prayers and their tears and poured their money into its
lap, They loved and cherished it all their lives. During its marvelous career
as many as 2000 pupils sat in its halls. 5Some of the cleanest and purest
men of the State of Mississippi were nourished and fed there under the oak
Lregs,
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[t had a beautidul hile ol nearly torty yvears and out of its ashes two
splendid institutionz grew up; Alcorn College for the colored people of the
state and Chamberlain Hunt Academy at Port Gibson.

The whole story 15 tender and poetic. The need of a high prade college
had been felt a long time, The schools in the north were too far away, The
meminary at Prnceton and other divimity schools wepe almozt out of our
reach. 1f the Presbyvterian church in the Synod of Mississippi was to make
real progress, they were bound to have an institution ot learning. 5o the
plan of having such a school and adding to it & theological department was
in the minds of our leading men {or several yvears

At the spring meeting of Presbytery in 1829 a commitiee of correspond-
ence was appointed and a convention of ministers, merchants, professional
men and planters was called,

In the meantime Preshytery met again in the fall of the yvear at Pinck
neyville, where a good deal more thinking was done. The lal'l_"\-\.l_l_\."ll,'l,'_'.' [Tl
in convention at Bethel church, Claiborne County, January 14, 1830, and
worked together six davs and encouraged themselves to estallish an insti-

tution to embrace the branches tanght in the colleges of our country with a

preparatory department and a theological proiessorzhip or seminary.

Three parishes of Louiziana were represented in the convention. The
Preshytery met in April, 1830, and endorsed the views of the convention, ap-
pointed trustees, elected a president and fixed the site of the school two miles
from Bethel church and hve miles east of Rodney.

COn July M), the trustees with their servants met on the ground and
clearing away the timber laid the foundations of Oakland Caollege.

The Syned of Mississippi later on declared that “it was pleased to hear
that mn the Presbyvtery of Mississippi a college had been established under
the direction of the Preshytery; that about $26,000 had already been sub
scribed {or it and that a person well gualified in the opinion of the Preshy-
tery to manage such an institution had been providentially cast among them,
whose labors they have secured for thiz ohject.”

The above stated schedule is a peneral sketch of the oreanization of
Crakiand College.

But we must go into detail and speak more minutely of this great funda
mental scheme of the Presbyterian chureh in Mississippi.

This will show the providence of God and his people as co-laborers
with Laod,

The fArst important step was at the spring meeting of the Presbytery at
Baton Rouge, This was in April 1829, At this meeting the theme of the
maost éarnest discussion in public and private was the lamentable scarcity of

ministers, teachers, schools and colleges.
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The fact was patent that a large portion ol the territory within our
bounds was missionary ground, our ministers and teachers few in number,
and no encouragming prospect of either rasme up others ouriclves or ol ab-
taiming them from abroad; and most of our ministers were subzisting on
guch scanty salarnes that thev were unable to do anvthing for the peneral
good of the community bevond the discharge ol their own personal duties.
[n their poverty they had orgamzed an Educational Society, each member
paving three dollars per annum “to aid poor and pious young men in pre
panng for the gospel 1L1:':|1':-I1'_'-L."

{irieved at the thought of such a dependence it was agreed to make
our condition the subject of devout and earnest praver for divine direction
anel aid until the fall meeting of Freshytery,

The Synod of Mississippt at a meeting in 1843 at Yazoo City put a great
deal of emphasis on this meeting of the Fresbytery of Mississippi at Baton
KRouge, MNoting its importance, the Synod prepared a circular letter concern-
ing the history and status of Oakland College at that time. This letter was
to be sent to all the churches within the bounds of the Synod that they might
have [(FEOpET know ||_'|.|ﬂ'1'- of the condition of Oakland ':.\_.l'l'”_I_';'l,_'_ the reazons
for its organization, its needs, its battles, itz state of hnances and other mat-
ters of interest,

This letter was exceedingly interesting. It sheds light on the paramount
reasons for organizing this preat school, In this letter the Synod savs:

“In 1829 the Preshyvtery of Mississippt met at Baton Rouge and at one
juneture during the meeting they sat as a “Committee of the whole,” All
parliamentary rules being suspended they had a free discussion of the situa-
tion throughout the Svnod referring to educational matters.

some startling facts were hronght to view., (One was, that although the
gospel had been preached throughout the hounds of the Presbytery for thir-
ty-ome yvears and that many churches had been organmized, vet not a single
yvoung man during all this period had ever been brought inte the ministry
of the gospel. The gospel had been preached and churches had been or-
ganized by ministers who had come {rom other sections, and that there was
not a single native yvoung man from all their bounds that was now in pre-
paration for the ministry, and, farther, that not even one had expressed a
desire for it

[t can easily be imagimed how facts like these should create surprise and
even consternation. The Preshytery of Mississippi at that time embraced
the states of Mississippi, Louiziana and Arkansas

Another fact was that there was not at that time a single collepe pre-
pared to give a regular collegiate education anvwhere in all our bounds em-

bracing those three states: the population of which was at that time about

2000000 ztretching over a termitory of 143,000 square miles. This territory

Page e hundred fifty-seven




embraced such cities as New Orleans, Vicksburg, Tackson, Columbus, Baton

Kimere, and ather smaller cibies and towns;

The states of Lomsiana and Mississipm through their legislatores harl

put forth great efforts and had appropriated much money, had donated lands

to establish and meintain mstitutions tor the lgher learmmg; that the Fed-
eral Grovernment, different corporationz and individuals had alse made great

exertions to brng mto exstence colleges and schools for the ligher edocu-

tion: Yet not a single yvoung man was known to have graduated {rom any of
these states.  All these efforts, very laudable mdeed, had accomplished com-
paratively nothing.

Again they dizcovered that the religions communities in the states had
as vet done nothung to advance the canse of education,  Individuals had done
something in this line but the church as an organization had done nothing.
s was mdeed a deplorable comdition, It was more discouragimg to our
L hristian people than commonly occurs even i heathen lands,

[n November of the same vear the Preshbytery met at Pinckneyville. The
pirit ol the meeting at Baton Kouge had not abated but had rather grown
stronger. The Presbytery was deeply stirred. They could see clearly that
this state of things could not be endured. It thev had to /mport ministers
from other zections of the land, the church would zooner or later die out en
tirely, and so-as never before, and perhaps we might say never since was
Preshvtery =o stirred.  With great deliberation and earnest prayer they re
sl to take a S1E borward

Viter thorough consuideration, they appointed a committee to consider
and digest, and report to the Presbyvtery at another meeting some suitable
conurse ol action,

viter much praveriul refection and Iree consultation with many citizens
and members of different churches in various parts of Loutsiana and Missis-
sippl, they decided to meet again on the 14th of [anuary, 1830,

The Committee went to work immediately and at the time specified the
Mreshytery met at Bethel chureh, not as a chirch ecourt. but as imdividails
i the form of an educational society.

I'hese members of the Preshytery with the greatest unamimity adopted
the able report of the committee appomted in November.

The report was presented by Benjamin Chase,

Yter the meeting was opened and praver offered the following paper

Vel ||'.|.'?-l'ZIlL‘L|. i frs

“The committee appointed in behali of the Edueational Society of Mis

sissippi Preshytery to draft a plan for enlarging its operations submit the

tallowing report,
“In view of the interésting circumstances under which we live, vour

FPoge owne ausared forty-eight
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commitiee was deeply impressed with the importance assigned them ol

pointing out some way in which the energies of our society can be more ex
tensively employed i promoting the hest anterests of our community anel
advancing the gospel of Christ among us. When we reflect that inoa short
time those, who are now discharging the duties of life. will be slumbering
i the grave and succeeded ||_-,- the youth, whe are now advancing to ma-
turity, the guestion naturally arises, are those vouths, an adequate number

f them, in proper training for the responsible duties, which, by the provi-
dence ol God, must soon devolve upon them? This mguiry prampts us o
survey the field around us as well as the prospect helore us.

“In contemplating the scene around us, we find our situation one of pe-
culiar interest and in zeveral respects almost entirely separated from other
Christian communities, Our Presbytery, comprehending the states of Missis-
sippd, Louisiana and Arkansas, Hes in the southwest corner of Protestant
VYmerica where we have the Guli of Mexico on the south, a Papal govern-
ment on the west, savage tribes on the north, and new  settlements on the
gast and eisewhere in a great measure deztitute of schools and the means ol
grace, and calhng on us for help.

“Within our bounds 15 a population of about hall a million souls; and for
the promotion of their salvation we have but fifteen ministers;, our Episcopa
hrethren but five. and o our Methodist amd Baptist brethren had even ter
times as many more, there must then remain more than 300000 of our popu-
lation destitute of the preached gospel and of any to direct them to the Lamb
af God which taketh away the sin of the world. This iz a sketch of the scene
aronmnd 115

“And the prospeet hefore us is equally cheerless, We have deplored
our comdition and in our public and private devotions prayved the Lord of the
larvest to send forth laborers into s harvest, have made known our desela
tions and from time to time sought relief from our more ghly favored
northern bretheen, who in retorn have tendered us their svmpathies and say
they have remembered us in their exertions: but in seven vears have fur-
nished us with only hive fellow laborers to aid n breakinge the bread of hife
te our 300000 souls, who are perishing for the lack of it—‘and what are they
among =0 many’

“In answer to our repeated and earnest solicitations {or help, they tell
us our climate and other circnmstances present obstacles which preclude the
hope of their ever being able to afford us adequate relief. Such is briefly the
prozpect hefore ns.

“Thousands of our inhabitants are hastening to eternity with no one to
warn them ol their doom or, 11 perceived, to pomnt out their remedy. And
when we add to this the fact that our number, already small, is annually

diminished by deaths and removals, we think circumstances like these should




lead to s careful investigation whether we gurselves have done or are doing
all that duty demands, What have we done?

“We have implored help from God and sought atd from man; but have
we put our gwn hands to the work and labored according to the ability which
Godd has given us to provide for our own necessities? This we dare not as-
sert

“In view of our widespread desolations, let us ingquire what are we now
doing, either to supply our present wants or the generations which will suc-
ceed us? We are educating two voung men, more than a thousand miles
distant from us, who, we hope, will return at some future day and aftord us
their labarz, and thiz is all that we are domg an this way to extend the Liless-
mgs of salvation to the thousands now destitute or to provide for those who
shall live after us. It is a melancholy and painful truth that we have not one
minister, licentiate or candidate for the gospel ministry, who is either a na
tive of this part of our cOUntry. or has been educated amongst us, nor have
we an institution at which a vouth of pietv can be prepared to become a
preacher of the gospel. If the bounties of providence had not been poured
forth into our hands 10 such rich profusion, our apathy would be less erinmm-
nal. But scarcely a year passes without liberal contributions being made
within our bounds and churches to different benevolent mstitutions around
us, whose claims are presented by those who are before us in the business
of doing good., And seldom do our people withheld from anv ohject, which
they believe deserving of public patronage. And where are these wants more
pressing than ours? or a canse more deserving the hearty co-operation of
every Uhristtan and philanthropst?  Surely we cannot be in the path ol
-::':Ill'u' winle |||:_-:-;1||'.'|,i|'|L-;' our bounties on diztamt .:-le1_'-:_'I:- an lf"'l-'.,'i'-"-'1-5|",L'" AL Wi
necessities amd only pleading for others to come and do for us what, with
the blessing of God, we have the means of accomplishing for ourselves.
“But dark and cheerless as our prospects hitherto have been, we are
encouraged to hope the day iz near when we shall in some measure wake
to a sense of our duty from the fact that at our last spring meeting of Pres-
byvtery, between 33000 and 860,000 were reported to have been contributed
within our bounds during the vear previous for the erection of churches, es-
tablishment of schools and other objects designed to promote this general
welfare of our community

iut while we regard this as a pleasing indication of brighter dayvs we

must not lorget that these schools look no farther than to the temporal

welitare of .'Clll.'i'L'[_'- and hold ont no indoucement to multiply churches, which

must stand neglected for want of pious and intelligent ministers to officiate
i them. Theze cannot be obtained {rom abroad nor are swe able at present
to furnish them at home.

“Chir schools, yet few in number, embrace only the elementary branches
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of education and contain no provision for our want of a preached gospel.  All

our yvouth, who are educated for protessional men, are sent abroad dor that

purpose at a greatly increased expense, annually drammg from our two
statez many thousands of dollars, which might amd should be expendesd
amongst ns {or that object.

“But this is not the greatest evil. It is only the sons of the affluent
who can thus be educated abroad, and from them we have httle reason to ex-
pect many will come forth as ambassadors for Christ. We have therelore no
just ground of hope that our churches can be supplied or our inhabitants
furnizhed with a piouz and enlightened |‘-1i1|i.-1:_‘.' adequate to ther wants
until we make provision for educating them here on such terms that all smt-
able and pious youths, who desire to be useful in teaching men the way ol
salvation may he brought forward and qualified bere for that important
wiork.

"How long then shall we delay entering upon this duty when every vear
15 increasing the evil and bearing multitudes away into eternity unreécon
cilec (R {Goul !

“Shall we wait till our people become weatry in giving to distant ob
jects belore we attempt to relieve ourselves?

“We think our present necessities demand, and that the past liberality of
our citizens justifies the attempt to establish now an mstitution among us
at which, with the blessing of Geod, our youth may be fitted for the various
duties of church and state, which must soon devolve upon them, Your com-
mittee therefore bhegs leave to recommend the adoption of the following reso-
lticns :

“Kesolved, That it 18 expedient to establish and endow an Institution
of Learning now within our bounds, which, when complete, shall embrace
the usual branches of Science and Literature taught in the Colleges of our
country, together with Preparatory Enghish and Grammar School and a
Theological Professorship or Seminary.

“All of which 1s respectfully submitted.

BENJAMIN CHASE, Chairman,

Bethel Church, Jan. 4, 1830."

We ecan readily understand the fervent travail of spirit under which
these men worked during that period. The committee itsell, with Benjamin
Chase as Chairman, gave themselves to it unstintedly and they did monu
mental work., The example of these men turmishes something good as a pat
tern for |_|'||,- |:|,|||||';- -':!: ;|_|| |"|'|,'--|'-'-.:4,'|::.;:'.| o] e lI'II'I'Ill.:'-H"'II'. Our |!i-C1:II':l.' -”1-.'_':
bore some resemblance to the zeal of the Westminster Assembly. They hal

pnothing to distract their minds, no railroad trains, no automobiles, no tele-
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phones or telegraph wires, Thev sat in the guiet corners of the old church,
perhaps in groups i the neighboring homes and wrought for the coming
VEears.

The convention at Bethel was composed of men from different parts of
the country; from the panshes of East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana and
VWest Feliciana, Lowisiana: from Amite, Wilkinson, Adams, _|e-f'|'a_-:-u.+:|, ol
borne, Warren, Hinds and Madizon Counties, Mississippi, who remained in
session s1x days, theee of which were occupied in discussing the resalution
i the loregomg chapter, which was hnally adopted without a dissenting
voice ; and by way of testing the feelings of the assembly, a subscription was
opened for funds with which to commence the enterprise, and $12.300 con
triluited,

All agreed it was not advisable to locate the institution far in the in-
tertor, and various places were proposed for sites, which were divided mnto
four districts, on each of which a committee was appointed to examine its
claims, viz:

1. The parishes of Iast Baton Rouge, East Feliciana and West Feliei

ana, L.a

he counties of Amite, Wilkinson, and Franklin, Mississippi.
3. Adams and Jetterson Counties, DMississippi.
4. Clathorne, Warren and Hinds Counties, Mississippi

Each committee was furnished with the followimg instructions:

1. Seek an elevated and healthy sitnation in a moral neighborhood, not
only free from tippling houses and other temptations to vice, but opposed to
the admizsion of such places into their vicinity

2, INear l.'1|-ll'.;.:|'. to the -.h'-.li:-:-zh.-'i|l|ll Fiver to he easy of access ]I:‘- WE e
and sufhciently remote to he exempt from swamp atmosphere,

3, Ascertain what amount of funds can be obtained i that location los
the purchase of a site, erection of buildings, etc., and whether the same would
b vontribited if another location shoild be preterred,

A committee was also appointed to prepare a Constitution, Al
reports were ordered to be presented to the Mississippt Presbytery at tl
next spring meeting.

In April; 183}, Preshytery met and received the reports on the varions
sites proposed, amount of funds subseribed, ete., and on finding more of the
demands answered in Claiborne County, Missizzsipm, and the larger amount
of Finds :'|l|'!1_1'i|l|'|1|,|| l!]!_",'n;- |_.!','||I elzen |'||,-!'|,', ',|'|l:'_'-. l|-;,1'i-':,|,'|| t]':ll the Tnstituikion
should be located within three miles of Bethel church, which was a pleasant
and moral neighborhood, five miles from Rodney, situated at the base of

the Petit Guli Hillzs, where the river comes from the west at right angles
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with the bluffs and of course has no swamp atmosphere to render it m
healthy

A constitution was presented, which alter amemndment was adopted
Y Board of Triastees was ;||-_'.=--.-i1'.!|-|! anel Res _|:'1".'II'.Z-iI|i Chamberlaim, 1) 1.,
appointed President,

Two weeks after, (May 14th) he opened a school near Bethel chureh

with three pumls who accompamed him [rom Jackson, Louwisiana: and a tew

days a fler wias juinu-rl by seven others [rodn the same place.

[n the following month, Mr. John Chamberlain, Professor of Mathe-
matics from Jackson, was associatesd] with him as Assistant and they soon
had thirty students

During the summer, Mr. Robert Cochrane of that neighborhood, pre
sented the trustees with a deed to the tract of woodland (chiefly oak) con-
taining 230 acres, on which was the most eligihle site for a college that was
known to the friends of the enterprise, and there the Institution was located

In December, a Charter was olbtamed from the Legislature of Missis

:-i}'“IJi. ol which the following 18 a Corpy
“An Act
“To mcorporate the Board of Trusteeg of the Institution of Learnmg under
the care of the Mississippi Preshytery.
“section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate amd House of Representatives

Rush Nutt, David Hunt, James MeGill, Thomas Freeland, Matthew Bolls,

of the State o 1'-:i.-u.-u::'~.~-i|-|l1. in (eneral ."'.:n-:'l'l'|:-|_'- convened : That Doctor

smth O Damiel, __3~'I|||: Snoderass, William Larpenter, [zaac Ross, Pierce
Noland, and Charles Lee be, and they are herehy incorporated and made a
body corporate and politic by the name of "“The Board of Trustees of the In
stitution of Learning under the care of .-"-I.'i:-*-ui:-:-"._'-:'|li |I|l.'."'l"l_".1l.|_'|. which 1151}
hereaiter be changed ||_'.' the direction of the Board : and the Board of Trs
tees aloresawd shall have perpetual succession according to the Constitution
already adopted by the aforesaid Institution ; and may have a common seal
which they may alter at will ; and may purchase and receive by gift or device,

lands, tenements, real estate of any kind, and hold the same in fee si

or less estate; the annual income and profits whereol shall not exceed the
value of ten thousand cdollars: and the sanl Board of Trustees i= hereby en
abled to take and receive subscriptions of charitably dispozed persons and
may take any personal estate i succession; and all denations to the Insti
tution either by subscription, legmey or otherwise [ excepting such as shall be
differently appropriated by the donor) shall make a part of, or he put into
the capital stock of the Institution which shall he put ont on good interest,
on good secunty, or otherwize improved to the best advantage ancd the n

come or profits applied to the support of the Institution,
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nec. 2. it further enacted that the sandl Board of 1rustees shall
choose a secretary and treasurer and the present constitution of said insti
tution shall not be altered unless i the manner therem pomnted out, and no
alteration shall ever be made repugnant to the Constitntion of the State.

Sec. 3. And be it Turther enacted that the Board shall make provision
for mmstroction to be given in the English language, in the Latin and Greek
languages, i Mathematics and n the Arts and Sciences and such other
branches of literature as may be within their means; in order to prepare
voung men l[or business or any ol the learned professions; and shall have
power to confer such Depgrees and grant such certificates or Diplomas as are
annually given by the Colleges or Universitites in the United States.

sec. 4. And be it further enacted that the Board of Trustees shall have
tull power to attach to the Institution a school for the education of young
lemales, which shall be endowed and supported by {unds contributed es-
pecially for this [HiTpOsEe

mec, o And be it further enacted, that the Board of Trustees atoresaid,
may at all times under the name, style and title atoresaid, sue and be sued,
plead and be impleacded, appear. prosecute and defend to hnal judgment
and execution : and may appoint an agent or agents to prosecute and . defend
suits with power of substitution; and it shall be lawtul for the said Board of
Trustees to make sale of any estate or personal property given or purchased,
or in any other way or right aceruing to them in their corporate capacity,
and convey the same by deed or other legal instrument doly executed ; and
when the property to be conveved is real estate under the hand of the Treas
urer and the seal of the [nstitution; provided that this section shall not be
construed to affect the purchase of real estate already made in any other

that sanction i,

see, 00 And be it further enacted that Thomas Freeland be and is here

by authorzed to give ten days’ notice in writing to all the members and ap-
point the time and place of the hrst meeting of the Board under this act of
imcorporation.
GIRARILDY €. BRANDOXN.
Governor of the State ol "-|i.-C_-i-'C"'“i|'i'5.

Approved Dee. drd, 1830."

[t will be perceived that the Charter calls it The Institution of Learning,
under the care of the Mississipgm Preshytery, with permssion to change i
at diseretion.

Lin February 4th, 1832, the Preshytery gave-it the name of “"Oakland Col-
legre” because situated n that dehiphtful grove.
I'hus the Collere originated and was established where it now is, not

merely because the location was pleasant. healthy and remote from tempia
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ion= of vice, but because the funds were contributed exclusively {or the place,
E10vEL 2 I YiCe, [ erase tn L e SOl 1 3

and Presbytery had none with which to build elzewhere 1 they had desived

16 |]|| 0¥,

That the members of Preshytery might not be unnecessarily called from
their more appropriate work of the ministry, all financial business, such re-
ceiving and disbursing funds, erecting buildings, ete. was commited to the
Crustees ; |'|'-:'*-1-2-_'- tery reserving to themselves the appoimmtment ol the ofhces,
fixing the course of study and general supervision of the College in accordance
with the tenure of the Charter.

Cin July 2nd, 1830, the Board of Trustees and several gentlemen of the
neighborhood met on the |,'||:|1'.'_'_|' 5_;’|':-I|,|||] and after determiminge the site o
the first six coltages to be mminediately erected, the president eut down the
first tree upon the premises and a short time after, with s own hands erected
for himself a cottage on the spot where the two-story brick bulding now
staiids.

The school continued at Bethel ehurch until the close of 1830, and on the
fourth of January, 1831, was removed to the college grounds where the six
cottages were i an unhnished state, the President occupyving the one bhult
by himself.

In March they had sixty-five students ; two in the Sophomore class, five in
the Freshman, and the remainder in the Classical and English schools,

The house {or the Preparatory departiment and the Professor's house were
being banlt that vear and in antomn a steward was appomted who was per-
mitted to occupy the hasement of the wing of the Professor's house tempor-
arily as a relectory.

In 1832 the subscriptions to the permanent {und were reported to Pres-
bytery to be $26,048, nearly 10000 of which were subscribed by the minis
terial members of Preshbytery, pavable in annual installments of $100.00 each,
a portion of which from their poverty was never realized,

In 1833 the hrst class was graduated. consisting of one member, |ames
W, smylie of Amite County, Mississippi; his classmate, William Montgom
ery, |r., bemng réemoved by death about thrée weeks prior to commencement.
Mr. S5myhe 15 believed to be the first native citizen of Mississippl, who re
ceived the degree of A, B. in his own state : and was probably the first instance
in the United States of one being called so early in life as he was (34 vears)
to fill the honorable station of Vice Chancellor, which duties he discharged
with marked abihity and general satisfaction.

meven other cottages were erected during that yvear, two assistant teach
ers employved for the English and Classical schools and the whole number of
students, now numbered abount one hoandred.

[n 1834, a professor of Ancient Language was appointed, the President’s

house erected, also one for the steward nearly completed, and in conformity
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with the original design of Preshytery to aid poor amd pious yvoung men in
preparing {or the gospel ministry a subseription of 313000 was obtained, pay-
able in ten annuval installments of $100 each, most of which was subsequently
lost in the general Tum of a commercal crisiz, which leit many of those sals-
scribers in a perilous condition.
The careiul reader should take notice of the different steps in the organi-
zation of our old college which were taken successively,
First. We have the regular meeting of the Preshytery at Baton Rouge
in April, 1829,
second. The regular tall meeting of Presbyvtery at Minekneyvville, Miss,
Third. The unofficial meeting of Preshytery as a convention at Bethel
church, Jan. 14th, 1830,
Fifth, The act of incorporation by the civil authority, Dec. 3rd, 1830
Muring this period of thirtyv-one vears bheginning with May 1830, Oakland
College graduated about 200 young men, This list of graduates comprised
from 15 to 20 Preshyterian preachers and some Baptist brethren.
It will awaken agam the tenderest interest when vou read the names of
some ol these ministers, to-wit:
Rev. John A. Smylie Fev, Whitfield Buie
Rev, 5. M. Montgpomery Rev, Henry Melonald
. W. L. Patterson Rev. Daniel McNair
Eichmond Melnmis Fev. Joshua | Kussell
Benjamin Wayne Hev. Thomas B, Markham
Robert Price Kev. Hilary Mosely
M, B. Shaw

[n addition to these, there were men of high rank in the medical pro-
lession as well as in law and civil government.

But think of 200 college graduates reared up under the teachings of such
IMeNn as ]I.;.l| _-||_|||_'|'-. 'ip,i--” al I'i':.-h;l.!_|||| ':,.l'.l_l_':_-:'l.'_ .-l_|||| '.]'l' il'.':ll!l'l'll'l' ||'_- I:I-:' -|'|Illlli
wias incalculable

Besides these graduates there were as many as 2000 students that passed
through its halls and were influenced by its teachings and when you think of

this you will say again

| nfuence ncalculable”

FThe hArst ¢lasz eraduated in 1833 The two members of that class were
James Smylie and Williaim Montgomery, These two young men, as was
fitting, sonz of the old pioneers, were the memberz of this hrst eraduating
class.  William Montgomery having died a little before commencement,
James K. smylie graduated alone.

In a few years after the oreanization some faithtul friend whose name i3
unknown donated to the college 520000 for the endowment of & theological

chatr, and the hrst teacher in Theology wazs Rev, Samuel Beach Jones
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The following points are matters ol interest,

The college was transierred to the Synad in 1539,

till 1837

early date subseriptions for the college amounted to £3,178

5 3 g 4 = ok -
s had been entered into tor 35, 54,

Bl ebinges

sum of 526,048, of which amount nine minizters gave $9,000,

tions were received durimg the vears from 1830-1832

There was a campus of 250 acres, of hine guli hill land.

[t greatly prozpered
At a very
Contractors for
The endowment fund reached a
These subscrip-

In 1837 the college had

over one hundred students and subseription for an endowment fund of $76,000,

From the catalogues ssued during the hite of the college we find that it

was classical to the highest degree.

It ought to stimulate the bovs and girls of

the present day to see the studies which engaged the attention of the early

students, there in that sacred spot under the cak trees,

Here iz a schedule of the four clazses and their studies:

Freshman:

Andrews and Stoddard’s Latin Gram
mar,

sallust’s Conspiracy of Cataline,

Cicero’s Orations Against Cataline.

Lenophon’s Anabasis.

The Ckles of Horace,

Latin 'rose Composition. Arnold.

il-:'l'l'l-llltlh-u.

Alpehra,

Creometry,

rive Books

Junior:

Ars Poetica, (Horace)
Thucydides,

JTuvenal ; Greek Tragedy.
Ynalvtical Geometry.
Khetorie, Botany., ]
Caleunlus, Logie.
Chemistry, Inorganic.
(..il".'lf'li.‘ifl':.', (dreanse,
Mineralogy ; Natural Theology.
[ ey -|||;-_;’_'. ’

inyvone that understands a college curriculum will recognize this
hirst class course in every sense of the word.

Sophomore:

Cxles of Horace., |.[':.|||||1_|-1|_-|';_;-

Classical Mythology and Roman An
tiguities,

Homer's 11had.

Arnold s Prose Composition. ( Latin.)

Satires and |'-.[I'i-~l'||.':-\. of Horace,

Taeitts : Germania and Aericola.

Thucydides.

Latin Prose Composition,

Lreometry., (Completed.)

History ; Rhetoric.

Plane Trizgonometry.

Spherical Trigonometry ;

Arnold

Surveying.

Senior:

Licero de Officiis;

Cicera de Oratore.

Flato's Gorgias.

MNatural 3'||i|-::-u]1|:3.'_
Astronomy,

Political Economy, Zoology
Evidences of Christianity,
Mental Philosophy. i
Moral |'|;:i-,4-|;:-:1_-.'.

e |

[ndeed no college through all

the Band had .Illa-'_:l"il".' :'.:iil"l.l'*- il 5[||.:i:-_ ['||;|'-| '_||||w..:- pursued at {lakland ':..ll:-il'.'_:l.'.

'he teachers were first class competent mstructors and they were not over-

whelmed with teo many students.

average attendance.

e

hundred college students was the

Qut side of this was a preparatory course which was
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hkewise of high order, and for over thirty years Oakland Collepe shone like

a radiant heht torall sectionz of our country,
We see from the ( bak o |_';|I_,'|,:'||_l_5||,|.:- af 1R851 a resume of the classes !

Seniors 16 Preparatory—Class 1 13
Juniors 19 Class 2, 18
Sophomores 26 Clasz 3. 12
Freshmen 23 84 linglizh 26
Mathematics 22 93
Total : 17+
For the studies of that session, they had :
Latin, Lireck, Mathematics,
Fnglish and Rhetoric, History, Astronomy, Geography, Chemistry,
Hebrew and Greek Testament, Navieaton, Mental, Moral and Natural Phil
:|-'||‘|'-]I:-._
tespdes this they had a Bible course amd church attendance required
every Sunday,
For the session of 1860-6]1, we have the {ollowing names in the Faculty

Wilham L. Breckenndge.. President, Prof. of Mental and Moral Philosophy
William Logian Baired. ... e ol of Mathematics
George Lattle : . v Prof. of Natural Sciences
Joseph Calvin..... Prol. ol Greek
W. G Richardson Prof. of Latin and Madern Languages
Eobert Price... Prot. of Belles-l.ettres and Historn

P S R T A vt B riNCipal, Preparatory Department

Here we lay down our pen for a while,

Up to 1847 Oakland College was very prosperous. It was bnight and
voung, Splendid prospects lay ahead. But before they knew what was com-
The terrible money panie of 1837 brought thon-

ing, disaster fell upon them.
sandz of men to bankruptey, In many a case the labors of a lifetime were lost
in a moment. Our Oakland College men with great energy and zeal had re
cetved subzeriptions {rom many faithiul patrons which amounted to nearly
100,000, The whole of 11 was lost in the Anancial erash and all the hard work
was lost. rJ';'|-:'_'-. hiad it all to do over :|,;_'_:|il| and for ten YEATS 1|It'_'|' ﬁ!l'il;“_f]tﬂ
under the consequence and depression of the times. The fine donation for the
theological chair was lost. But the College was getting upon its feet again
through the untiring enereies of a few faithful {friends of the college when Dr.
Chamberlain was killed. For ten years the college suffered irom this blow

but was locking up again when the Civil War broke out, The sons of Oak-
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land College enlisted in the army, David Hunt, the most liheral patron
that any college m our 1 ever had, died in the early davs of the great
strigerle.

[n the meantime, John N, Waddel, one of the greatest teachers in the
South, was at the head of the 5State University, The railroad from New
Orleans straight through Mississippt from South to North was bmit, and
Ulakland College was away down on one side five miles from Rodney, Here
was a combmation of providences which could not be overcome by human
ettort,

When the Civil War closed the delits which had accumulated were rest-
g as a heavy burden upon the schools,  The students from Mississippi and
elzewheres went to the I-.:Ii'.l.'1"-1'|_‘. at Orxtord and there was no patronage suf-
feient to justify any more effort at Oakland College,

The Synod of Missiszippi met amd the problem before it was Oakland
College, This was the theme {or two or three successive meetings of the
syreud,

In the meantime Governor Alcorn was facing a great difheulty in the
matter of schools for the blacks, And in order to harmonize all parties and
iactions he made a proposition to the Synod of Mississippi to buy out all
that was left of Qakland College. This proposition came at the very point
of time that well nigh stamped it as the providence of God

50 the old college buldings and grounds were bought by the State of
Mississipp, through Governor Alcorn, to be used for an institution for the
Negroes, The Synod received pavment an full, and, while it caused the
deepest griel among the old Inends and patrons of the school, it was clearly
the thing that should have been done.  This purchase by the State put into
the hands of the Synod enough money to pay off every debt. Every person
to whom the college owed a dollar was paid off, even the cooks and the
witsher women, and it passed over to the State entirely free from debt,

The name Oakland was changed to Aleorn University and aflterwards to
Alcorn College.

All that was left of the money received from the sale ol the Oakland

| Presbyvtery used it for orpanizing Chamber-

College bmldings alter payving all the debits was turned over to the Preshy
1
Al

tery of Mssissippi and the
lain Hunt Academy, thus perpetuating two of the names of Oakland’s best
Iriends

This Academy was located at Port Gibson by the Preshytery in 1877,
The Academy has had much easier sailing than its venerable mother on the
CGull hills near Rodney, So the labors of the ancient fathers in our pioneer
days are continued in the descendants of 2000 voung men and women

who studied in the halls of old Oakland. They live also in the splendid
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Voademy at Port Cabson and in Alcorn Umiversity, which tor near

vears has been liberally supported by the State of Mississippi,

Cainl hives and G resens.,

OAKLAND COLLEGE SUMMARY

v College for the Preshbytery first publicly discussed at Baton Rouge,
April, 1829,

suhject discussed by Presbyvtery in Convention, I|.;;':II,'_i||"-._ [ B30

Resalution to establish a college adopted by Preshytery an April, 1830,

Board of Trustees appointed and Jeremiah Chamberlain made President,
L% Pl PR . 1 5

romation of 250 acres of land for proposed College hiy Robert Cochrane,
spmmer, 1830,

Cin this land hrst tree telled and ground broken, Julv 2, 1830,

Caollege opened at Wooly's Mound, May 14, 1830, with three pupils; {ol-
::l'.i.'|'|| -C|||.-|'[|f. ||._ SEYVER IMOTe :|I::_. |:_'. 3‘*|_"_:-1_|_'1I'|.|.--:'|' :!'|l_'|'1_'.;-|:-|_'|| Lk 52

College chartered by State of Mississippi, December 3, 1830

John Chamberlain, Professor of Mathematics at Ouakland twenty years.

The College used Bethel Church for its exercises until January 4, 1831,
when it moved to the Cakland College grounds proper.
Donation of $20,000 to Chair of Theology in 1837, donor not known
Iirst teacher m Theology, Rev, Samuel Beach Jones.
First graduate of College James M, Smyhe, in 1833
|.'-l||-!";_'_|,' !:'.|I'|=I-l"'I'L'|! T f‘“-\-'-.'l-:--| -.|- :".1i_-ni;-;.i-|.|.i [.?5.7.'3.!_

hese

First subscriptions {or endowment fund amounted to $26,048.
aubseriptions had increased to $76,000 in 1R37 but were all lost in the finan-
cral crash of that yvear

Cakland College dul active service for 3 vears, to wit, from 1830 to
1861, durmg which period 2000 students had been in attendance, 200 had
graduated, among whom were 17 Preshyterian ministers and several Baptist
IS ters.,

Formally dissolved amd buildings solid to the State of Mississippi in
[anuary, 1872.

OAKLAND COLLEGE CONCLUDED

We have followed Oakland College through all of its pathetic career.
It began ke the handinl of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountain.
sl at cdeveloped and grew strong.  For thirty years 1ts froits waved like
| celimmnon |I- vildue ean never he l':||l.'l'.':|ll'|| I |_':Ii_- -.'.I:'.'I-'|_ _|'_:- 'i1||:.|,|n::|‘:-:'|.- Lrots
across the contiment and over all the seas, and 1t will forever shine az the

hrightest star in the diadem of the Presbyterian church, [Its path was In

.|"|.',',r-' ang hadved siety

Ele
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1l many splendid patrons, who helped it in
every way. LThey gave their sons and their money and the benefit of their
constant presence.  They were ready to echo the ery of hundreds Y Oakland
College must live.” But it was impossible for the money investments of the
College to remamn stable when the hnances of the whole state were unstable
It has not indeed been very long since in our own day, that banks all over
the country toppled over and were wrecked, north and south, and in that
arly day all conditions favored an oceasional bankruptey.

[n addition, there were 2ome ﬁ:ililll.'ﬂi'll_'.: cases ol l.|i:-|'-'i]_J|i:Il:' i the ('l..-“l-"a_f:l.'
which could not |.I'Cl:"\-"'\-il"'|_'.' b avorded and these cases alwavs left a sore place.
It passed through the preliminary stages of the great outbreak which result-
ed in the civil war, Political antagonisms were at fever heat and the people
m ounr great republic had not learmed the vital lessons of toleration, But
through the perseverance of these noble men, the college fought a brave
Battle and the vital ::1'i1|x"i'.:-]r-~ which were embodied in it have never been
quenched. By it the whole community and the Presbhyterian chureh and the
State of Mississipm were wonderfully developed

As we turn away {rom the sacred grounds and elassic baildines of the

old school, let us see hrst a list ol the names of neble men that stood together

and worked together in its long struggle,

Her Presidents
L, Jeremuah Chamberlan William L. Breckinridee
2. Robert L. Stanton 3. Juseph Calvin

3. James Purviance . L1 = Roudebush

Her Professors

John Chamberlain A, D, Lawrence I. E. Wheele:
Joshua Ruszell Jehn H. Savage W. I, V. Bartlett
samuel V., Marshall Samuel Black Robert Price
samue] Beach Jones James Black George Little
John K. Huotchison Ve, [, Moope VW L. Bairel
|l.:-:-1'|l|| Sbevens Hobert Patterson ".".'_ |:_ Hi-:_"|‘;|_|'-:|-|,|'.|
J« Hi Van Caurt I. E. C. Doremus Thomas Henderson

Ceorge M. Edgar

Directors (Mimsters)
Zebulon Butler James Smylie William Montgomery
Benjamin Chase Leroy J. Halsey Benj. H. Willhams
John H. Grey [saac J. Henderson Joseph B, Stratton
Thomas A. Ogden

Directors (Not Ministers)
[tavid Hunt larael Spencer Wm. K. McAlpin
Wilhiam Y ouny Smath ©, Pamel JTamez Watson
Tames McGall John Snodgrass LY, Charles B, New
Thos. Henderson Lyr, John Kerr lames Archer
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J. E. Broughton Pierce Noland Lreorge Moland
Thomas Freeland G. H. Wilcox Alnjalh Hunt
|saac Ross Matthew Holls Samuel H. Lambdin
Lyr, Rush Nutt William Bisland William Silliman
Johin Murdock Horatio Spencer
summing up the whole we have Presidents, 6; Trustees, 36; Alumni,
200 Profesaors: 22« Mimmisters educated. 17 Students. 2000

All this during thirty-six yeuars of toil and battle. Surely this is a splen

il Tecord,

The st of education which was {ostered at Oakland College {for all
theze vears haz sprung up in the schools of the present day, to-wit: Cham-
berlain Hunt Academy, Synodical College at Holly Springs, Chickasaw Col

lege, Prench Camp Academy, Belhaven College

When we see all these scheols around us and remember how they have
sprung up out of the hearts of the people, we at once go back to the old
school on the Gulf hills ot Eodney. We think of the unstinted gilts of the
peaple ; of the arduous labor of their leaders. Unto death they carried their
zeal and all the sons of Mississippt should rise up and call them blessed,

STEPS LEADING TO THE SALE OF OAKLAND COLLEGE

Chere were many facts that led to the decline and final sale of (akland
Colléege. When the College was located, 1t was in the night place, close up
to the ."'-[l-.*-i:«*—".j!"l"i River, which was the main |'.i._'_:||'|'.'--§l_‘.' ol travel: close to the
heart of the country from which its patronage was to be drawn, AWRLY {tom
the usual sources of sickness and the fevers which spread through the South,
The place actually chosen was ideal,

But the Civil War eame on and the property of the people was swept
away., The fine endowment, which was given for its support, was scattered
like the clouds hefore the wing, The old and wealthy supporterz of the in
stitution had. passed away amd a new generation had come to the front.
Evervhody reverenced and loved the name of Oakland College but the above
acts were subborn thinga, Next, a line of railroads, now known as the [li-
nois Central Railroad, from New Orleans to Chicago, passed through the

central part of .'Illll"\::"\-i.-':‘-\-il:llli froom north to sonth, It almost destroved travel

by steamboat. Freight and passengers would uniformly take the speedier

route, 1t could not be expected that young men [rom the eastern counties
ol the state would travel over the long streteh of country to come to Oak

land. Besides, the University of Mississippi had been established at Oxford,
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and was supported by the state, and was mdependent of any endowment.
Then, too, John N, Waddel, the nestor of teachers in the South, descended
from a race of teachers, was Chancellor of the State Limiversity, He was
also a Presbyterian of the fnest type and skillful in the management of
voung men. Along about this time the University of Mississippi was offer-
g {ree tuition to all the boys of Mississippi,

Oakland College at this time was also heavily in debt and her friends
stood watchfolly waiting- for what would come to pass. :

Mr. Aleorn was Governor ol the State of Mississippi and he was doing
whiat he could to prevent the threatened muxing of the races at the State
University. Something had to be done to meet this issue. The Negroes
were largely m the majonty in the river counties. As a matter of fact, not
long after this time the river counties of the state were formed into a Con-
gressional [hstrict, which was known in political circles as the “Shoestring
Lhstrict.” It seemed to he the public pohey to turn this part of the state
over to the control of the blacks. Oakland College was in this district.

Sc it came to pass in the providence of God that the authorities of Oak-
land College being pressed bevond measure by some outstanding debts and
suffering from want of patronage were getting ready to sell out and move
to another place; and Governor Alcorn was getting ready to buy a suitable
place to establish a college for the colored race, It was a strange conjunc-
ture of |I|'U'-.'§-:'lt'r'|t'-.-. We are therefore not .*-1Ll']'5'1'i.*-l:‘l.| at the following action
of the >ynod.

At a meeting of the Synod bearing date of December 6, 1871, the fol-

lowing statement was made: “The Synod of Mississippm having been in-
formed by the Board of Trustees of Oakland College of unavoidable circum-
stances, which compel the sale of the premises, are constrained with pro
tound regret to authorize and direct the sale thereof.,”

T'he committee on Oakland College presented their report, W hich was
received and adopted and iz as follows:

“The Board of Trustees of Oakland College respectiully report to Svnod
that the college in the preparatory department and in the Freshman and
sophomore classes was opened during the past vear, * #* * *v

“The Board would also add that in view of a large debt pressing against
the college and the apparent impossibility of reviving it in its present loca
tion, as an educational establishment, they have concluded to dispose by zale
of the college grounds and buildings.

“Negohiations are now pending {or the sale of this property, a l_l['lnE:-l'I:-:i-
tion having been made by the Board 1o a commitiee appointed by the state
to purchase 1t.

“This proposition, offering to sell the college for the sum of $40,000
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(530,000 in cash, $5,000 in twelve monthz and 5,000 n 24 monthz) has been
accepted by the state committee, HII...-_i:.'-:'!. however to the approval ai the
Ciovernar.”™

BHartlett, Chaimrman,

his report was submitted to a commuttee, which later on reported as
follows

“The committes, to whom the report of the Trustees of Oakland College
was referred. would report that we have examined the same and we recom-
mend the approval of the report as read to Sviod, The sale of the property,
having been directed by a previous unat imonus vote of the Svnod, that part

of their report touching said sale is submitted as a part of their report so

that 1t may he recorded as Lol Lo

“That in view of a large debt pressing against the College and the ap

parent impossibility of reviving it in itz present location as an educationsa

establishment they have concluded to dispose sale of the grounds and

b
buildings. Negotiations are now pending {or the sale of the property, a

'|_||';|||-|:-".'.i|-1| i|;|_'\-.;||:\-_-: heen made ||:. the Board to a Committes :I|l|l|liIZ|.-:"':. ||'-.
the state to purchase it, offering to sell the college for 340,000 (330,000 1n
cash, $5,000 in twelve months and 83,000 in twentv-four months), whicl
E'-'"]"':'il'i"'l '|I:|_-. |l|_'|'|| :|-.'l.'y|l’.t"-.| |l_". the State Comoatlecs :w‘:l]-_il.'l."l L3 'I|'II.' -
proval of the Governor, Your committee recommends the election of the
following trustees

Rev, Robert Price Ray, . M., Atlkineon

Rev: John Hunter, 2. D Thomas E. Helm

Rev. A. H. Barkels James Archer.”

The standing committee on Oakland College having been appomted, 1

I.i'.l-:' Eil'-l-. I1::|-|-:' il,-u |'-;.'||-;.|'[
Aberdeen, Missizsipp, November, 1

“The Committee on Chakland College, to whom was referred the above
report of the Board of Trustees of that Institution. would respectiully rec-
omnmencd that said report he approved amd spread on the Minutes of Syvnod
as containing an exhibit of the =ale, settlement of clamms and present azsets

ol present Institution,

"“We recommend alzo that the Board of Trustees obtaim legal opimion
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s to the remamming assets of the [nstitution and the exact mensnre and con-

trol, which the Synod has over them, with instructions to report at the next
II||_'|_'l_i'|;-_:' of ”‘*_' niicl

“That the Board of Trnstees be directed to make smitable investments
funds on hand and funds Lo ACCriLe, ',|:|,' 'i.||I|!I|IiI|_|,'|' :'-.'i'|5_: _-|:|-:|_'|,'!, 1 the el
of the Board of Trustees at next meeting of Synod: all of which is respect-
lully submtted.

5. R Friarson, Chairman;
kL) Mallard,
S5 Brown,
¥ Fohnester,
I M. Johnston

Comimttes

A .

Page one hundred sizty-rive




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24

