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HERITAGE AKD TESTIMONY

E THE

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

“The faith which was once celivered unto the Saints.”—Jude 3.

A heritage is something transmit-
ted from father to son, or more wide-
Iy speaking, from one generztion to
another gemneration. Men transmit to
their children gold and silver and
landed estates as well as titles and
sceial rank.

Those who are heirs simply receive
these possessions. Others lgbor for
them, but the heir receives them with
out labor. Yonder is & man. Na-
both is his name. He has received
land and homestead from his fathers
by the laws of Jewish inheritance.
He is responsible for the preserva-
tion of this inheritance. It is his
duty to use and enjoy it, add to it in
every possible way and hand it
down safe to his own children. So
important is this whole subject that
every civilized nation has its laws
of inheritance.

When the Southern Presbyterian
Church was organized by the Assem-
bly that met Decsmber 1861, it re-
ceived a wonderful heritage, not of
gold and silver, nor material wealth
in any form. The Southern Church
was born when dark clouds hung
over the land. We came into he-
ing when our social institutions and
all our earthly interests were rock-
ing as in an earthquake. The echo
of the tread of armed men filled the
land and the tears of widows and
orphans had begun to flew. So there

was no endowment of worldly goods
put into our possession, but we did
receive a heritage that was invalu-
able; it was a heritage of Truth of
the same order as that of which Jude
spzke. The wonderful system of
theology and ckurch government em-
bodied in this Confession of Faith
was put into the lap of the Southern
Church, and we started out upoa our
missicn eguipped as no other church
ever was. Lock, if you please, at
some of the ilems of this costly heri-
tage.

First of all others: We received
the Bible as the inspired word of
God. This ome thing can never be
estimated by flgures of human Arith-
metic, but out of this mine of truth
there was digged in successive ages
a compact, clear, invulnerable sys-
tem of truth which has never lower-
ed its banners in the presence of
encinies; a gysiem framed from the
deduclicns of firresistible logzic, it
has passed unscathed throuvgh the
fires of angry, jealous, unreasonahle
criticism and has made monumental
men. Here, one afier another, like
blocks of granite hewn from the
mountain; we see the docirine of a
triune God, we see his power put
forth in creation and providence;
then the fall of man and total de-
pravity, unconditional sovereign elect-
ion, the incarnation of the son of
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great travaii of soul, (he divia¥y ol
Tesus Christ was establisbagd This
one point ved three bundred
vesté. Tha eariy Christisa fothese

0 helletel U Jerus twas the
Sor of Cod «néd testified 1o thls
ruth, esdured Ze rracer of Jewish

Christ, but z2isc thal

e & of 54 sgarie substatzs with
ths Fether. Along with iz Jocttize
cems the doowvime of ths Trixity,
it ;3‘_<-.‘:l,.".u_.3iahs end &ll ration-
glilists nave ridiculed & 2z8piged

A
end tried to laughk out of ihe world.
Hezre iz the simple doctrine of jus-
tification by feith W J
Tals is the truth that brought JoF
to ihs hesrt of the dyicg thisef H
is the trath which toc'.ay'-b:eaks ths
fettere frem off the buman scul and
enables it to rejoice in the freedom
of the Sozns of God. This tuth which
iies embedded in the great mine of
the gospel, was hidéen in the rub-
bish and debris of ritusiism for a
thousznd yeers. M wae brought {o
light by Luther and Celvin im the
iéth cenivry, but its march o vie-
tory was through the tears and
prayers and greans znd blood of
thousands. The story of the battles
fought over it has never been fully
written, and the anguish of soul &t
which it was purchased cam mnever
bz owr till revealed In the light
of hesaven.

aemd & T Awnat Themma™ ¢ w,
a Lard's Supper are

Ya i EEN - e Red

SATLIST

gigns and seals of grace. We 2zre
thrilled with sympzathy when we see

T
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Ol dedicats tham 1o
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2 : ad we
L g 5 z =g Spirit's
Diomaaed Cogciaralion, snd Hiewloe
the sepl & 2.adgs that God wili be

trug lo kit zovencat promise.
A2ain, We Bt at the Lord's tabie

wd = X 1 =g N g T <
and w0 e DLroken bresd and the
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Savior's sufferinge an
s0. of ouy incorporation inie his
sacref Dbody and pubile tokesns of
sut engagez:ent to be his forever.
The servize it simple, tha meaning
simaplzs zpd profound, s=é lhese us-
Gorstood, (Ley ars mesus @2 grage.
Zut what did it cost tc secure for
] te their propsr place
? If we couid call
ferom hesven ths men who bore testl-
mony for <hese sacramenls un®
death, they would come forwerd In
g great army, a22d with Christ's band
lifted a2hove them in  Dpenediction,
they would oy aloud from the batiie-
mants of heaven, “We died to save
these truths for the worid” Ridley
and Latimer, Eooper azd Bradford,
znd thoussnds of the nohle army of
nertyrs wouild shout aloud {asir tes-
{imeny in frumpel tones, pearing wit-
nsss to the {ruth which they sezled
witk blood. Verily, thess msn lifted
up these sacramenis, puilled them
out of the mire of ages, siripped them
cf thelr idolatrovs sigaificance, put
themr zloogeide the word s2s means
of grace; no lenger “horrenda mys-
teria” but sc simple that a ¢hild can
understand them.

But ocoms to the graveysrd. Here
is one Fou loved—she is now dead,
ready for burial. To your sorrowing
soul there comes a vword of hope, A

] d ‘voice epetkz ofthe Wather's

e o
suaGged £ Rare X

RomBe Wiln marn)y ZER2oDs &and you

look away from the gloom of the
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grave to the heme beyond.

# f., -~ .,,'...* 1

Your

2 ] B+ zraee, besrs ths

strain, as yeou Iook forward to your
own closing day and say, We'll scon
meet in heaven '

But now, again, what has the state-
ment of this blessed hope cost the
churck? Under the fearful dread of
purgatorial fire, men have spent mil-
lions "of money, but there was no
atisfaction for uneasy souls till he-
oic men 'digged deep into God's word
and, witLk great contention of soul,
formuiated the precious hepe in the
beautiful langunage, “The sculs of
believers, are at their death, made
perfect in holiness and do immeadi-
ately pass into glory, and their bod-
fes, being still united to Christ, do
rest {n their graves till the resurrec-
tlon."i

It would be interesting to take
every doctrine in the plan of redemp-
tion acd see how every one has
fought its way to a rplace in | our
grand system of truth. But, passing
them by, let us remember while we
are teaching our children the mean-
ing of adoption end sznctification
and the benefits which believers re-
ceive through life and at death and
other previous doctrines cof grace, let
us remember that we nare feedng
them ecn btread which has beea dearly
bought, but bought it has beea and
pald for; and the whole of It wa=
laid down in our hands fifty years
ago as our heritage.

In the old gecgraphlies we were
taught that there were two forms of
monarchy-—absclute and limited. An
abosinte monarch is always a despot
The system makes bim so. It is
fearful to soe a civil despot ordering
and c'cn'.rcll{ng his sgubjects In mat-
ters political. PBut a church despot
I3 teyond calculaticn worse. In such
case, the matters of life and death
to the puman sovul ere cencerned, and

these matters are projected on eter-
nal lines

Ncw, the astonishing thing of the
ages is that just such a despot arose
in the church of Goed to lord it over
the thoughts and consciences of
Cod's people. But such was the
dreadful fact, ard a whole millen-
nium cof years passed, while the
church was helpless in the grasp of
a tyrant’s chains. You brethraen sit
here zs elders and you ministers of
the gosp=l rejoice in your titles as
bishops in God's house. Have you
forgotten John Huss, whose soul
went to Ged in a charict of flame;
Tehn Wickliffe, whose ashes were
emptied into the Avon? Do youever
think of the crackling of the flames
at Smithfield? Have you forgotten
the lcng roll ef martyrs whose blood
reddens the pages of Enpglish and
Scoteh, Duteh and Huguenot history?
While you quietly enjoy your privi
leges, den't forget that to save you
from papal tyranny, there were sufl
ferings endured, threes of mortal
angu‘sh felt that shall never be re-
vealed till the Angel cpens the book
at tbe last day. From the overboaring
crpression of ecclesiastical despot
ism, the ages wrought out and put
inte practice the principles of pure
republican church government, and
this polity, with the doctrines of re.
dempticn, !s our own preclous herit
age.

Let us see the channel throuzgh
which we recelved this Therltage
While we speak of the Southern
Church being boru at Augusta, Dec

4th, 1861, let us remember that this
dates the simple organization of
the body But we trace the routs

of the Southern Church back through
all aggs of the past and immediately
to cur own fcrefathers of the great
Presbyterian church in America. The
Ccompesition of the Presbyterian



Church in the days of Francis Ma.
kernie and Johm Witherspoon ex-
ciles ocur wonder and sdmiration  Af

ter the fierce battle of the Boyne,
when the last Stuart king was utter

ly defeated, a great many Scotch
Presbiyterians cawe over to Ulstar  {a
the north of Ireland. They rented

the lands for different periods for
say thirty or forty years or more.
By their great industry, frugal hab-
fts apd religlous devotion, this bar-
ren section of Ireland became like a
watered garden. When their leases
expired, their landlords demanded
exorbitant rentals. These Scotch-
mmen said, “"When we took the lands,
they were worthless, and by our la-
bor we bhave made them valuable,
and npow do you want to saddle us
with a burden we cannot bear?” Of
course, they would not submit, and
80 these Scotch Irish came over in
large numbers to New York, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey and North Caro-
lina; and at a later period, they
crossed over the mountains and
came Into Kentucky, Tennessee and
the Northwest.

In addition, wben Louls XIV, of
France, revoked the Edict of Nantes
and took away from his subjects
every vestige of religious liberty,
his Protestant subjects, the Hugue-
nots of history, came by thousands
into the Carclinas, and these two
great streams of Presbyterians met
on the virgin soil of a new continent.
They brought with them the West-
minster Confession of Faith. Lodg-

ed in their deepest souls, they
brought all the principles of civil
and religious liberty. They loved the

teachings of the Calvinistic (faith
and the Presbyterian polity Dbetter
than apything in the world.

N Iy, the Presbrterisn church

i i g

Sha el wda ]

became deeply rooted in the New
World. Presbyteries and Synods

were soon formed and in 1788, lo!
a Presbyterian General Assembly, full
fledged, the product of 'ull these
years of growth, It [s inspiring to
thihk of those stern men who had
braved the frowns of despots, the
perils of the deep sea and the dan-
gers from wild and savage men for
the privilege of worshipping God as
they pleased. But it was not plain
sailing for the Presbyterian church
during these momentous years. For
a long period in the countries whence
they came, the state had dominated
the church, dictating its policy, nomi-
nating its officers, giving 1t a it

urgy and holding it in subjection.
But our fathers never rested till
every element of state control over
the church was eliminated from the
constitution. Animated with sach a
love of liberty, both civil and relig-
fous, any form of tyranny would be
to them intolerable. The strange
thing is that the ruling powers in
England so utterly misunderstood the
spirit of these Presbyterian men. The
king of England, infatuated to the
last degree, began to impose petty
conditions upon our people, to make
exactions of them which would not
have been endured in the old coun-
try and {o make gradual inroads up-
on that liberty which our fathers had
done so much to win. It is always
unsafe to beard the lion in his demn.
The consequence of it all was, that
the feelings of the Huguenot, Scotch-
Irish and Dutch Presbyterians, which
had been smouldering for a long time,
broke forth into the fires of the
Revolution. From the sound of the
church bells, with the loftiest spirit
of Independence in their minds, the
heroes of 'T6 went forth to Dbattle.
American independence was won and
e doctrines huret

government which were revealed in
the sacred scriptures and nursed into

of Preshwerign
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most entirely lost, but it came back
with the and each
ceeding age has added its part to
rolling off the reproach from this
divinely ordained officer; and our
own church has been prominent in
calling out this sleeping force and
using it for the kingdom. Our own
Synod, indeed, has come to the fore-
front in using this important scurce
of power and strength, and all through
our borders we see the mighty im-
pulse growing out of the ministry of
our Ruling Elders. May our testimony
never be !mpaired.

reformatlion suc-

The other special point on which
the Southern Church has borne its
testimony is the spirituality of the
Church. Jesus of Nazareth s5aid,
“Render unto Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s and to God the things
that are God’s.”” The true theory
of church and state was set forth
in impressive style by our Southern
Assembly at its very first meeting,
In a circular letter to the churches of
the world. Of this letter, Dr. Thorn-
well was the author

They say: “The provinces of
church and state are perfectly dis-
tinct and the one has no right to
usurp the jurisdiction of the other.

The state is a natural institute, found-

ed in the constituiton ¢f man as
moeral and social, and desigred to
realize the idea of justice. It is
the society of rights. The church is
a supernatural institute, founded ’n
the facts of redempticn and is de-
signed to realize the idea of grace.
It is the sociéty of the redeemed.
The state aims at social order, the
church at spiritual heliness. The
state looks to the vigih'n ond oot
ward, the church is concerned for
the invisible and inward. The badge
of the state’s authority is the sword,
by which it becomes a terror to evil

doers, and a praise to them that do
weil. The badge of the church’'s
authority is the keys by which it
opens and shuts the kingdom of heav-
en, according as men are believiag,
or Eimpenite.nd;. The power of the
church is exclusively spiritual, that
of the state includes the exercise of
force. The constitution of the church
is a divine revelation. The constitu-
tion of the state must be determined
by human reason and the course of
providential events. The church has
no right to construct or modify a
government for the state, and the
state has no right to frame a creed
or polity for the church. ; They are
as planets moving in different orb-
its, and, unless each is confined to
its own track, the consequences may
be as disastrous in the moral world
as the collisicn of different spheres
in the world of matter.”

This language is a gem of con-
ciseness and beauty, and Wwher-
ever the principles herein set forth
are violated, the result is disastrous.
Now and then, during the history oi
the past, the state has presumed to
meddle with the church and interfere
in its councils. The sad, mournful
records that we find in English his-
tory from the days of Henry the
Eighth to the clese of the Stuart dy-
nasty, bear terrible testimony to the
evils of Erastianism. Bad asthis is,
it is much worse when the church
gets in control of the state, for the
church is always more terribly in
earnest than the state. And, when
the church has gotten control, we
see its dignitaries clad in scarlet rid-
ing rough shod over the state. We
see the Ggrman emperer going to
Cancssa, kings and emperors asking
their crowns from priestly hands and
with {ierce and savage atrocity car-
rying out the decrees of the chureh,
incarcerating and dburning at the



stake those who dared to resist its
authority.

Both these states of things are un-

L]
endurable. It cannot be right for

these two divine institutes to come

iuto collision, and the proper theory,
therefore, is the one set forth in
scripture, that the state should at-
tend to civil matters wholly and
the church to the business of relig-
ion. It is proper to say that this
bas been the theory of the Prasby-
terian church during all its history
in this country, but °‘n 1861, this
theory was violated. The story has
been repeated a thousand times in
th2 religious press and at household
altars. Would that a guardian an-
gel had stood above the shoulders of
Gardner Spring at Philadelphia and
stopped those fatal lines which he
was penning for the Assembly. The
spirit of Presbyterianism seemed for
once {0 be asleep, fascinated by the
spirit of the world. The wild hurrahs
of the populace, the tramp of arm-
ed men and the sound of cannon up-
on the distant battle-field paralyzed

for the moment the genius of the Pres-

byterian church, and soiled her blue
banner with the mud and dust of the
political arena. Those resolutions
which committed the Presbyterian
church to a certain interpretation of
the Federal constitution, over which
Adams and Jefferson and other po-
litical philosophers had pondered for
long years, laboring in vain for a
solution; over which Lee and Jack-
son, Grant and Sherman were about
tc engage in deadly strife, were the
saddest lines in American church his-
tory. There was nothing left for
Southern Presbyierians but to with-
draw.| Had they supported the politi-
cal deliverances of that Assembly,
they could bave been arrzigned be-
fore the bar of the Confederate gov-

ernment and tried for treason. The
resolutions were injudicious, cruel and
criminal.

Now, it is not positively certain
how far our Southern Presbyterians
were influenced' by this naked prin-
ciple in withdrawing and setting up
a separate church organization; but
having been forced I'out, they saw
that they were on the right side of
a great question‘a.nd our church has
ever since clung to that principle, em-
phasized and accentuated it. Surely,
the church has no right to prescribe
to aliman his political creed, or what
ghall be his views on the gold or
silver standard. The church may not
tell me whether I shall be a Repub-
lican or a Democrat. It was utterly
upfair in a great Christian conven-
tlon a few years since where there
were Boers and Englishmen for one
party to try to impose upon another
party the question of political allegi-
ance to King Edward. It fills us with
pardonable pride when we recall the
vision of a Southern Presbyterian
rising in the convention and proclaim-
ing the great principle of Southern
Presbyterianism, ‘‘Keep politics out of
the church; render unto Caesar the
things that be Caesar’s and unto God
the things that are God's.” By these
timely words the convention was sav-
ed.

For fifty years the Southern Pres-
byterian church has stood upon this
testimony. It is gratifying to think
that our testimony has made its
mark upon the world. The very ex-
istence of our church today is a mon-
ument to this principle. It proclaims
far and wide “Let the church move
in its plane and let the state move
in its plane.” When necessary let
the state protect the liberties of the
church and let the church pray for
and let these two divine
institutes, mutually helpful but each

the state,
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