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I--!ERITAGE AJ(D ·rEgTII\fON1: OF TI{E 
SO llT[-fERI\J PRESgYTE-REAN CI-ZUR Cii 

" 7'he faith which was or.ce deHvered unto the S;,;;;ts. "-J u~e 3. 

A heritage is something t ransmit­
ted from father to son, or more wide­
ly speaking, from o;:ie generr.tion to 
another genera tion. Me n transmit to 
their children gold &.nd sih·er and 
landed estates as well as Ut les and 
social rank. 

Those who are heirs simply receive 
these possess ions. Others ls.bor for 
them, but the heir receives them with 
out labor. Yonder is s. man. N&.­
both is his name. He h:ls rece!Yed 
la nd and homectead from his fathers 
by the laws of Jewish inheritance. 
H e is responsible for the preserva­
t ion of this inheritance. It is his 
dlllty to use and enjoy it, add to Lt in 
e,·ery possible way .and hand it 
down safe to his own children. So 
important is fois whole subject that 
every civilized nation has its laws 
of inheritance. 

Whe!l the Southern Presbyterian 
Church was organized by the Assem­
bly that met December 1861, it re­
ceived a wonderful heritage, not of 
gold and silver, nor material wealth 
in any form. The Southern Church 
was born when dark clouds hung 
over the land. We ca-me into be­
ing when our social institutions and 
all our earthly interests were rock· 
ing as in an earthquake. The echo 
of the tread of armed men filled the 
la nd and the tears of widows and 
orphans had begun to flow . So there 

T:ns no endowment of worldly goods 
P~ ir:.to oi.:r possession, but we did 
r ~ceive a heritage tllat was invalu­
able ; it was a heritage of Truth of 
the same order as th~t of which Jude 
spake. The wonderful system or 
theology and church government em­
bodied in this Confession of Fc:.lth 
was put into the la~ of the Southern 
Church, 2.nd we started out t:pon our 
missicn eqc.ipr::ed a s no other ch~rch 
ever was. Look, if you please, at 
som~ of t he ite~s of this costly heri­
tage. 

First of all others : We received 
the Bible as t he inspired word of 
God. This one thing can n-,Yer be 
estimated by figures of human Arith­
metic, but out of this mine of truth 
there was digged iu successive ages 
a compact, clear, invulnerable sys­
tem of truth which has ne,er lower­
ed its banners in the presence of 
enemies ; a £YStem framed from the 
deducticns oi' irresist ible lo1ic, it 
h&S passed unscruthed through the 
fires of angry, jealous, unreasonable 
criticism a,nd has made monumental 
men. Here, one afier another, like 
blocks of granite hewn from the 
mountain ; we see the doctrine of a 
triun~ God, we see his power put 
forth in creation aud providence ; 
then the fall o! man and total de­
pravity, unconditional sovereign elect­
ion, the incarnation of the son of 
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gra,·c to the heme beyond Your these matters are projected on eter-

strai::i., a s ycu look forward to your 
own clostn.; day ancl s:::.y -v;e·u soon 
meet ln hea,en ·· 

But now, aga in, what has the state• 
mei:.; of thls blessed , hope cost the 
cburct? l:'ntler the fearful dread of 
J;>Urg:itorLa.l !Ire, men have spent mil· 
lions ·or money, but there was no 
i6:>lis!artlc,n for uoe:u;y souls t ,11 be­
~oir. men dig.;"!1 deep into Goers '7ord 
and, VJitt great contention or soul, 
for1",ubted t'!le v recious hop e In the 
beaut iful langu~.ge, "The souls of 
believers , are ~ .. their de.1th , m:ide 
J;>er rect In hcl!nezs a.id de, 1~:u?d 1 

nte!y pa.as Into glory, and their bod• 
!es, b"!in;I still uni ed to Christ, d o 
r e!l .. l::i the ir rav0 s till the re~urrec• 
tlcn." 1 

It ;vould be lnt~rest!ng to L"\.ke 
every doctrine In the ;,Ian of r~eop­
Uo.i acd S<.'e how e•.-ery oile b::.s 
fou6ut its way to a place In our 
grand syst~m ot truth Fut. pa"lllng 
t hem by, let uo remem?>e, wt!J~ we 
are tc.t..c hicg c ur cWldren the me.'.D· 
Ing or ad•)D{lon c.nd s:::.nctlt!~atton 
and the benefUs which bellel'er .. re­
ceive through lift> a.nd at death : nd 
other ~r~ 1 t.fl U"<'lrin°a c! c:r r,. l~t 
11 -; r :-:r."m bcr th '!t w~ l\re (~~ ng 

them en l::rc:1<! wh ich ll:\~ b•·•:i <'euly 
bought, but bought it has bee:1 nd 
J;)aicl t ::ir, nnd l :~ '? "· bn;.. ! '• -. a.• 
laid <lo r.n In our bands Mrty :,e:irs 
ago ns our her\tnit>. 

lo t :1e old ~e .~r~pbles Wt> were 
taught that the re \\ere tr, o tora:.s o f 
moo.:ircby---S\bsolute l'Uld limited. An 
a lJ<>~h•'" monarch Is nlwnys a de~ot 
The sy~tt.'W ruak.t>:I blm so. It l 3 
fenrtul tt, set' n civil despot ordN·ln: 
::rnd c'cctrcllln 1'.h, n:bjects In r:at 
terJ r ol!t,cal f' ut n church des,ot 
lJ tE>yo :1J c: 1'--t..! .. • c:: '7:r " In ~ ~ 
c;i~e. t!le m.'.l.ttC>,s or life n~d <!e:.th 
t<> th oui..--ian sJt l a r e ccncernec!, cod 

~ov;, the astonishl:ig thing ol tbe 
ag~s is that j ust s;..ch a despot arose 
!:l the church o! God to lord i t over 
the ttoughts :rnd consciences o! 
God's people. But such W :lS t he 
dreadful !.act. aLd a whole mll:en· 
nh:m cJ years passed, while the 
chur:h was helpless in the gras p of 
a tyrar:t's chains. You bret:tr~n sa 
llere ::s elrle,s a.:id you ministers ot 
thP g~p,.,.l r ejo!ce in your titles :l'­

bl hops In God's house . Ha\"e f O\\ 

forgotten John Hu!s. whose soul 
went to G<-d 1n a ch.artot or fi:m:e . 
.•c~::: ,· l kl.:•P. v,hose a~hPs W"er~ 
e-nptled toto the Avon:' Do yon ever 
thlo!t or th" crackling or the fl:im ~ 

at ~ mltilfteld:' Ha,e you forgotten 
th<? lcn~ roll of martyrs whose b lc.1'0C1 
r ddPns tbc p~es or Eo.gllsh untl 
<:•c· r ?:t. ·1'ch ;\"c! Hu w•no !st•> ; ' 

Whtie you qul ly enjoy your p;-1,i 
le.es. c!cn ·t forgrt t h.at to sa Vt' you 
from papal tyra:i ny, there wer ,• s 1 r 
f"!rl:i~ eorlured. throe~ oC m ,,- t .11 
a::g:.i's h fdt that shall never bo :-~­
ve~!ed till the Angel cpcns t b.e book 
a: ~te 13:it day 
ox;pr ulro or 

Frcm th~ overt • nn,; 
ecclesi~tknl t! i>spl)t 

Ism, th.! :ii;to.i wrou~!lt out ncd 1111: 
lntc practk the principles or tiu:-1.' 
re,ubUran <'hurch government. .Lu,! 

th!s pcl~•y, w!th the dcc•rin('"' "f re­
dempt!cn. 11 our own prfldou~ ht>r:t 
l\l'e . 

Let us se<" t ho channel thr.11~h 
" hl1 h w._. r ece!7t'd t hl!i h~•r h "''' 
~ ·hne 'H ai;eu.k of t ho South, rn 
Chur, h belni boru at Augusrn. r •.: 
'4th, 156 1, let us r emember t u:i.t th!,, 
d a tes t he &imple org anization o( 
the ~ody But we t r:u:o t he roou 
of t ~e Southern Church back t !l r ough 
all n~, s or the pt\st a.ncl lrum~ iatt?I:, 
to c\:r own forebt'!lers of tbt' ir~.lt 

P resbyterian church l!1 Amerlca. The 
Cc11;csitlcn or th9 Presbyt~r:a.u 



Chu .. h tb lbf! du• ('If P'rAtll h• M&• 
IWd ,I hn Wllbf!, poon .X· 

r ._ ond r · 11 &dml:- t1 11 .t 
rt ~". t, Ult> of the Ro)'l\(', 

"'b n the l t S tu rt 'king wu utter 
•~ d ! teJ . a r.eat m,ny Soott•b 
P r ~t J'trlan c_ rue u\, r o l l'-1, lu 

\! D ~,h of l! \ land. rb ... ) r~•ntcd 
t t:> lands (or d1tru-ent periods !o r 

y t h.i rty or forty years or more. 
BJ lhelr r t ind r), frugal hab­
its and ~ei,,;:.o .,. dt!\·ot1ou, this b.n 

1 ~u iection of Ireland became like a 
., tert.-d ~.i.l'den. When their leases 
t>1.p1rcd, tho1r l&ndlords demanded 
o:!xorbi.ta.nt rent.als. These Scotch­
men saJd, " When we took the lands, 
tl..ey ~ ~re 11'0nhle !-, and by our la· 
bor • e ba.,e made them ,aluable, 
&nd no.- do ::rou ~·ant to saddle us 
with a burden 1"e cannot bear?" Of 
courie, the:, 11,ould n.ot submit, and 
a.o lhi,;.,;ie Bcotcb Irish came o,er lo 
large numben to New York, Pen.n ­
S!'lTanla. New Jersey and North Caro­
lina ; and at a later period, they 
crOiSed o,er the mountains and 
came into Kentuclr:,, Tennessee and 
t.t.e =--:orth,rest. 

ID addition, when Louie XIV, ot 
Fr,oce, re,oted the Edict of Nantes 
and too.k a,ra:, from hJs subjeots 
every veguge of reltgi,oua liberty, 
hl• Prote ta~t aub.J ~ , tlle Hugue 
D' U ot bi6torr, ca.me by thousands 
into the Carolln•, and thMe two 
real stream• ol Preabrtertans met 
on the vircin soil ot & new continent. 
Tl..e:, brought with them the Weat• 
min.ster CoofeNiOll of Faith. r..oo.­
ed in their deepe1t souls, they 
b:'ouzht all tho princ.plea of clvll 
~nd rell&'iou.a llbert:, They J.o•ed the 
teach1ng1 or the Calv1niat1c t&tth 
a.o<i t.lie Pr bytenan poUty better 
t ha.n &DYthing lo th• world. .. .. 

-" .... ...... h .,,. ,,_ .. 
b~ame deeply rooted ill the New 
World Preabyt lea &nd Synods 

,. 
I 

" ere t)on fon11NI and In 1 ii.R, lo• 

a I'r 1hyterl n U nernl Allldllbly, Cull 
fl 1!J('d, 1 l),, r rochH t 11f , :~II l heJ!~ 

rcar.s or cro" th . Lt I In. ,,1rtn~ to 
tu111\.. or tboo tt>rn m n v.h,> bad 
br:l., cd the rro11 ns or d<.>"J)Ot'I, th,• 
Vt•rll" or tllt> dt' t p IINl nnd tho ,tan 
&t rs trom "lid and "n ni::t' nu o ror 
the prl\ lle&e of v.or hlppln~ Croll 

tbf'y pie .. <'d nut It wnl' n u t plnlu 
salUng for the Pre11b)tertan dJUr<'h 
during tllese momentous years. For 
a Ion, p<-rJod In the countrleR when(',(-' 

they cawe. the ,tatl' I ad d ,mln:.ltt•d 
the cburcb, dictat ing It, p ul 1) , 11-1111• 

natiDj; ft~ o1'fll r•. f-1' h.., It \ Ill 

ur6 y and holding it In subjl)ction. 
But our fathers nevt'r re~ ted t Ill 
cYcr) e lem<.'nt or stale c-outrol o, or 
the church was ellml.na.tcd from tho 
cunstitutlou Anlw.ated with ~ucb a. 
lo, e ot liberty, botb cl\·ll and r ellg 
lous. an) !orm of tyrann:y "01. ld bo 
to them in.tolerable The atran~u 
thing 18 that the rulln& po11·en1 1o 

En&land so utterly mi, underlitOOd the 
spirit ot thc.se Presbyterl.10 men. Tbtl 
kin& or England, in!at.ua.ted to the 
last degree, began to Impose petty 
conditions upon our people, to make 
exactions ot them v. hit.: h would not 
have been endured 1n the old coun­
try and to ma.ke gradual inroads up• 
on tha.t UbeI'lty which our fathers bad 
done so much t.o v.in. It ls a.lwaY-il 
unsa.te to beard the lion in his den. 
The oonaequence ot it all was, that 
the feelings o! the Huguenot, S l·ot~ h 
Irish a.nd Dutch Presb:,terla.ns, "hlch 
had been smoulderln& for a lone time, 
broke forth into the tires or tho 

I 

Revolution From tho aound of the 
church bells, with the lottJest s plrlt 
of independence 1n their minds, the 
heroes ot '76 went forth to bolttle. 
Amertcan tndep nd\;n(·e "u won and 

0 '"!" 1 ~. " a.• 
covernment 11, hicb ~ ere rev&aleJ lu 
the aacred acrtptur s aud nurffd into 
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me by Cn!•,in a:id Joil:l EnoA, u ara 
~bcd:ad i:i foe An:.1,:·:c:-.::1 Cc:.1s:i~·-~-

bu>:·,~r:C cf a nP:~ic:1's 1~ :)::-,!-s3. ~:!: 
i. n2.:, !!C €r.37 t::.!.:!~ :.'.: c.: .c':.:i cl. 
this C':'~t ~----~~t tr.:?::"':.11 cl. ::u! 

I:1 the YeZ'..r 1310 !.~e C.1:::i.ber:::i.:1d 
P~~ez~7~e1·!-.:-.~s :Jl!-t cff f:~m ttc c~~ 
P~·~sb;r.er~: !l bd:r. Ti:::; =:.:::1-
17 bec.:.uce ct car~,:r. 1-:-- ·,ie-:-s c::1 
t lle clc-ct:-!.:::es -: t c~:- Cc:.:fes~o!. 
F:iJ.t'!l . 

Lz..tar c~, u~~e:- t :i9 l=.il::e=.ce 

cf 

p:·~:i..:::p:. i:: , i=. fae 
1GS3, ~::e ?~3::;b7ter­

ia::i c~·ircll w.::.s ren:: r..s:!::<l-21· i~to 
two 1::Jf!c::; c:.lled t::.e 0 :.::1 S:::1:.::l ~:id 
Na,, 2:::ir,c':. 

m::.d :::!:::.:;le. 
t r :::ie c f (tls 

ti:-e::,, Z.?:.,..! 'T7~~:1 t.ll~ i:;~: ~-':!ca t : c:.: 
pl:.ce 1j l~Gl, t~'3 ~c1::~:.:. =~:i c~-.:~ : h 
cn.:-:i€tl TT!~:i ~t ti: .. e 
t:o:::J . ~::~c:~~-7 ~=-C: 
Old Sc::.cc-: C-,,,.:;. ::-c.l 

:c:·cc::j!~~, t:·::(1-
~:::~y c! ~::3 
j._::,s~ ;;iv. y,·e 

s~~, tl:-sr~:':.~·e, il-c•-v t::.'? ? _·,;~·1:,t?r::.:11 
ot t:113 c: :.:...:t"·7 :.:r.7e c~:: ~:::: t::..z~,· 
1:1stlt ~.:~:~=..::;, !::,:.,::.:lee t~~::- .t;::::.:c::: :-..=.j 

7"- .. 1-·- . .. :- ~ 

en.ta.i:,j:~=~s ~~ ~~e c~: w c: 3.-• .z=.~ 
e~\!."!.1.lce, ~~--Z-L! •:s ... lla~r~~:::.; ,u~ c.:a -
te!lc!i~$ fc-r the truth. 

\Tvb.e::i, therel':re, c1.!r S-:u':h~r::i. ?;·-: s­
byte:·. ::n C:.~=-~~ C<'::.!c i=. to be ·::13, it 

e.s ;,c,. .. .. ,. e. _.., .. __ ..., _ .,., 

g-1e:\t ~:,s~~r:::. c1 t ... -..:~::. c:• .. · _ ... :~ -,:: : 
t ·,~ ~!:.:-:~:, ct !~::; g:·s~:. t.:::t~~:; :::.:.d 

.... ..... , ........ "! ........... ,. ... - ,, ,..., , . ... ~ ....... · ·-V.1C 1..v1J.~s ,--\.! "'"-G .1,(:_..., __ "'.L ..._ .... _ _ .., _ 

i::.ul~~~ €=:..;€.::~~::c,3 ct h ·.!:.!~:-~::~ -:I 
ye::..!--:;. I:i ... "'.. ... , .:.: z::~ctc ... ·7 1:,::~~=- -:-:::::.~ 
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most en.tirely lost, but it came back 
wit~ th., r <:> fo~~Eon a.n.:! e.1ch .m~­
ceedlng a.ge has added its p a rt to 
roll1ng otr the reproa,ch fr.om thls 
d ivinely ordained officu ; ::i.nd o-.ir 
own church has been 1>r.omlnent In 
calling out this sleeping force and 
using it for the kingdom. Our own 
Synod, indeed, has come ,to the fore­
front in using this important source 
of power and strength, and a ll through 
our borders we ,see the mighty im­
pulse growing out of the ministry of 
our Ruling Elders. May our t estimony 
never be !m;pa.ired. 

The other special poiD!t on which 
the Southern Church has borne its 
testimony is the spirituality of the 
Church. Jesus of Nazareth naid, 
" Render unto Caesar the things thalt 
are Caesar's and to God the things 
that ar e Gocl's." The true theory 
of church and state was net f.or,th 
in imoressive style b;y- our Southern 
Assembly at its very first meeting, 
In a circular letter to the churches of 
the world. Of this letter, Dr. Thorn­
well was the autllo.r 

They say : "The provinces of 
church and state are perfectly dis­
tinct and the one has no right to 
usurp the juri.sdk tion of the other. 
The staite is a natural institute, found­
ed in the constituiton cf .n:.::i.n as 
moral and soci.al, an~ desi;n.cd to 
r ealize the idea of justice. lit ls 
the so.::iety of rights. The church is 
a supernatural institute, !ounded ?n 
the fac ts of redemption and i,s de­
signed to realize the idea of gr.ace. 
It is the society of the redeemed. 
The state aims at social order, the 
church at G.Piriti:;0.l hclin.ess. T he 
s tate looks to the vi.£:1) ' " ~. ':'. '~ c · ~­
ward, the cbu:-ch is conce!'ned for 
the invisible and inwa rd . The badge 
of the state's a ut hority is the sword, 
by which it becomes a te rror to evil 

doer s, and a praise to the m the.I d0 
weu. Th~ badge of the church 's 
authority is the k ey,s by which ft 

opens and shuts the k ingdom of heav­
en, acccrd.ing as men are believJng, 
or : i.mperutenit. T he power or the 
ch~rch is exclusively &piritual, t h.at 
ol the state includes the exercise of 
force. The constitution of the church 
is a divine r evelation. The constitu­
tion of the state must be det ermined 
by human reason and the coun :e of 
providential events. The church h <'.S 

no right to construct or modify a 
government for the staite, and the 
<State has no r.ig.ht t o fmme a creed 
or polity !or the church. / They are 
a s planets moving in different orb­
its, and, unless each is confined to 
its own track, the consequences may 
be as disastrous in the moral world 
as the collision of different sp:.ieres 
in the world of matter." 

This language is a gem of con­
ciseness and beauty, and wh er­
ever the principles h erein se t for th 
,are violated, the result is disastrous. 
Now and then, during the history ot 
the past, the state has presumed to 
meddle with the church and interfere 
in its councils. The sad, mournful 
records that we find in English h Ls­
,tory from the days of H enry the 
Eighth to the close of the Stuart d y­
nasty, bear terrible testimony to the 
evils of Erastianism. Bad as this is, 
it is much worse when the church 
gets in control of the state, for t he 
church is always more terribly in 
earnes t than the state. And, when 
the church has gotten control, we • 
see its dignitaries d ad in scarlet rid­
ing rough shod over the s t ate. We 
see the G~rman emperor going t o 
Cancssa, kings and emperors asking 
their crowns from priestly hands and 
with fierce and sav-age atrocity car ­
rying out the decrees of the church, 
incarcerating and burnini at the 



... --------------- - . ----- ---

-11-

s take those who dared to res ist its 
authority 

Both these states of things are un-
• endurable. It cannot be r ight tor 

these two divine institutes to come 

ir. to collis ion, .and tbe proper theory, 
there.tore, is the one set forth in 
scripture, that the st.ote should a:t­
tend to civil matter s wholly .and 
th~ church to the business of relig­
ion . It is proper to say that this 
bas been the theory of the Presby­
teri~n church during all its history 
In this country, but 'n 1861, this 
t heory wa,s violated. The story bas 
b ' en repeat ed a thousand Umes in 
th 3 r eligious press and at household 
altars. Would that a guardian an­
gel h.ad stood above the shoulders of 
Gardner Spring at Philadelphia. .and 
stopped those fatal lines whioh he 
was penning for the Assembly. The 
spirit of Presbyterianism seemed for 
once -to be asleep, fascinated by the 
spirit of the world. The wild hurr.ahs 
of the populace, the tramp of arm­
ed men and the sound of cannon up­
on the distant battle-fie ld para lyzed 
for the moment the genius of the Pres­
byterian church, and soiled her blue 
banner with the mud and dust of the 
political arena. Those resolutions 
wllich committed the Presbyteria n 
church to a certaLn interpretation of 
the Fe<leral cons,tltution, over which 
Adams and Jefferson and other :po­

litical philosophers had pondered for 
long years, laboring in vain for a 
solution; over which Lee and Jack­
son, Grant and Sherman were about 
to engage in deadly strife, were the 
saddest lines in Amenican church his­
tory. There was nothing left for 
Southern Presbyterians but to with· 
draw./ Had they supported the politi­
cal deliverances of that A.ssembly, 
~hey co.:ld t.::Ye bee:. c:-:-:?.!g:ied be­
fore the bar o! the Confederate gov-

ernment and tried for trMson. The 
resolutions were Injudicious , cruel :tnd 
criminal. 

Now, it is net ; posit!n~ly cer t.oin 
how tar our Southern P resbyterians 
were influenced' by this naked pr!n­
ciple In "11.·ithdra. wing and setting up 
a separate church organization, but 
having been forced / out, tbey s:i.w 

that they were on the right s ide or 
a great question

1
and our church h3S 

eYer since clung to that principle, em­
phasized and accentuated It. Surely, 
the church bas no right to prescribe 
to a Iman bis political creed, or what 
shall be hLs l'lews on the gold or 
silver standard. Tile church ma.y not 
t ell me whether I sh.all be a Repub­
lican or a Democrat. It wAs utterly 
unfair in a great Christian conven­
tion a few rears since where there 
were Boers and Englishmen for one 
party to try to impose upon another 
party the question or political a llegl­
.ance to King Edward. It !ills us with 
pardonable pride v.·hen we recall the 
vision of a Southern Presbyterian 
rising In the convention and proclaim­
ing the great principle of Southern 
Presbyterianism, "Keep politics out or 
the church ; rend~r unto Caesar the 
things that be Caesar's and unto God 
the things that are God's ." By these 
timely words the convention was sav­
ed. 

For fifty years the Sout he rn Pres­
byterian church has stood upon this 
testimony. It ls gratifying to think 
that our testimony has made its 
mark upon the ..,..or.l.d . The very ex­
istence o! our church today ts a mou­
u-ment to this principle. It proclaims 
far and wide "Let the church move 
in its plane and let the state move 
in its plane." When necessary le t 
the state protect the liberties of the 
church and let the church pray for 
:'!le !:'.ta.te , and let tbec:e two <!! ,·Int:> 
institutes, mutually helpful but e1ch 
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