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of persons, do ot turn into gall and wormwood the friendship
we bear to yourselves by ratifying a Constitution which tears
from us a privilege dearly eamed and inestimably prized. We lay
hold of the principles which Pennsylvania asserted in the hour
which tried men’s souls—which BENJAMIN FRANKLIN and
his eight eolleagues, in the name of the commonwealth, pledged
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to sustain. We
take our stand upon that solemn declaration, that to protect in-
alienable rights * governments are institted among men, deriving
their JUST POWERS from the CONSEN'T of the governed,”
and proclaim that a government which tears away from us and
our posterity the very power of CONSENT, is a tyrannical
usurpation which we will never cease to oppose. We have seen
with amazement and grief the apathy of white Pennsylvanians
while the  Reform Convention” has been perpetra
rage upon the good old principles of Pennsylvania freedom. But
however others may forsake these principles, we promise to
maintain them on Pennsylvania soil, to the last man.

disfranchisement is designed to uproot us, it shall fail.

Ivania’s fields, vallies, mountains, and rive

ronds, forests, and mines; her domestic altars, and her public,
religions and benevolent institutions; her Penn and Franklin, her
Rush, Rawle, Wistar, and Vaux ; her consecrated past and her

brilliant future, are as dear to us as they can be 1o you. Firm
upon our old Pennsylvania BILL OF RIGHTS, and trusting in
a God of Truth and Justice, we lay our claim before you, with
that no amendments of the present Constifution can
pensate for the loss of its foundation principle of equal rights,
nor for the conversion into enemies of 40,000 friends.
In behalf of the Committee,
ROBERT PURVIS, Chairman.
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