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GROWTH OF THE COVENANTER CHURCH.

W. M. GLASGOW, BALTIMORE, MD.

. On account of the high attainments, unpopular principles and strict
discipline of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, her numerical growth
has been slow, but her moral strength and salutary influence have been
greatly increased. The odium cast upon her members for being  aboli-
tionists 7 has changed into the plaudit of * champions ” for the rights
of humanity. The ** ridicule ” once made of them for advocating their
. Dbrinciples of Bible civil government has changed to the *admiration
of those who have the grace to preach the rights of King Jesus over
the nations of the earth. Covenanters are being more and more re-
garded for their convictions of truth, and the powerful effect their
principles are having upon society. All that is needed for the reforma-
tion of society and the settlement of all controversies is a faithful ap-
plication of the Word of God.

The Covenanter Church in America never was as strong, either
numerically or doctrinally, as she is to-day. Of all times, certainly this
is not the period for brethren to grow weak in faith, and doubt the
practicability of the existence of the church. The outlook gnarantees
a speedy reformation in our beloved country, and the creation of such
& moral sentiment that the social and national life of our land will be
purified by the glorious principles which are proclaimed from the word
of God. When the Reformed Presbyterian Church first received am
organization in America, in 1774, there were four ministers, and proba-
bly four hundred Covenanters scattered over New York, Pennsylvania
and South Carolina. There were many national and ecclesiastical
siruggles to pass through with in those days, and the influence of the
church was not powerfully felt. At the coalition of 1782, there were
five ministers, four of whom went into the union which formed the As-
gociate Reformed Church, and the other minister had been silenced.

The church was left without a ministry, and in this disorganized
state the members were greatly reduced by defection. At the reorgan-

"ization of the Reformed Presbytery, in 1798, there were but three minis-
ters, lately from Ireland, exercising'ztheir fanctions in this country.
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But the church now began to grow rapidly, and continued in this
flourishing condition until some of her ministry became learned and
popular in the world, and then signs of weakness began to be mcanifest.
The Lord looked upon the church as he did upon Gideon’s army—there
were too many men—and he thinned out of the ranks those who were
anfaithful and had grown weary of testimony-bearing. At the divis-
ion of the church in 1833, there were forty-four ordained ministers,
twenty of whom abandoned the distinctive position of the Covenanter
Church. The membership was about five thousand, and was divided
into two nearly equal parts. The branch that was cut off soon withered
and is almost dead, while the one adhering to the truth greatly increased
its strength and usefulness. In 1837, there were twenty-five minis-
ters and 4,300 communicants. In 1845, the first year partial statistics
were published, there were forty-one ministers, and 2,077 members re-
ported. Many large congregations did not report, and the probable
number reached nearly 4,500. In 185], there were fifty-two ministers,
and 4,133, probably 5.000, members. In 1856, there were fifty-nine
ministers, and but 3,702 members reported. The returns were very
meagre and the actual number of members was nearly 6,000. In 1865,
there were seventy-one ministers, and 7,667 members reported. In
1871, when the Covenant was renewed, there were eighty-nine ministers,
and 8,868 communicants. In 1875, there were one hundred ministers,
and 9,969 members. In 1885, there were one hundred and eleven min-
isters, and 10,745 members. 'This year, 1888, there are one hundred
and eighteen winisters, and 10,970 members of the Covenanter Church.
A slow but a steady growth. From the following tables the numerieal

rowth of nineteen city and twenty country congregations is shown.
Until 1865, the reports were inaccurate, some wanting, and the compari-
son is not so satisfactorily shown as it would otherwise have been
bad the reports been accurate and full.

CiTy CONGREGATIONS. 1845. | 1851. | 1856. | 1865. [ 1875. | 1885. | 1888.
Boston, 1st...... ...o0s P I TR [— 34 82| 240 | 218 | 251
Boston, 2d....cveiiiininennns 81| 122 138
Brooklyn......ooee ceviianias 104 | 142 | 114 | 157
New York, 18t..ue.neeeeennn. 180 | 226 | 185 | 145 | 300 | 190 | 115
N Yotk B usmomsmnssicns 319 | 290 | 334 | 340 | 385 | 332 | 3829
New York, 8d.e.uneeeeeannnns oo | 240 ....| 208 | 304| 285 | 239
New York, 4th.....ceevvnnen. evas feeee Laees ool | 191 230 258
Newburgh, 1st. .. weseneeo| 103 | 145 | 174 209 821 | 212 | 205
Newburgh, 2d.. Joeeeo b eeeo | 67 148 196 | 234 | 291

- Byracuse....... va| ewis 28 e 3 68 65 63
ROCHESEETs - v vevvvenenennsans| -oc. | 116 | 108 98| 124] 95| o1
Philadelphia, 1st..ceueevnn.... 201 | @35} 222 | 208 | 244 | 231 | 232
Philadelphia, 2d......c0eenn..| 94| 209 | 249 | 240 233 | 970 | 204
Philadelphia, 8d. . .v.eunen... 39 92| 7| 148 144 | 143
Baltimore........ g vaes | Simmen 75 63 64 67 71
Pittsburgh ... evneennne vonns ..o | 65| 891 | 412 280 | 350 | 311
Allegheny_..... ............... 2231 231 | 260
Cincinnati.coeeesrsnecseassnas) coen | vuee | aaie 37 38 55 40
R veerene| 15 80| ... 60} 51| 83| 27

Totals..uo... - 911 | 1,920 {1,926 | 2,598 | 8,538 8,490 13,438
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CounTrY ConegrEGATIONS. | 1845, | 1851. | 1856. | 1865. | 1875. | 1885. | 1888,
Ryegate and Barnes.......... 139 | 167 | 153 | 183 | 149 | 120 | 109
Coldenbam. ... voeainen... 96 | .ius 66 46 55 69 71
York........ T TR o B 130 139 17 190 | 115 124
Conococheague. ....ocvun.a.. Ve 80 86 58 40 25 31
New Alexandria........ BRI R 92| 156 | 188 | 165 | 141 | 158
Pine Creek, Union, &c........ e 119 136 143 138 129 121
Monongabela & McEKeesport...| .... 123} 119 101 117 72 73
Little Beaver......... A P Vit 96 85 116 112 90
New Concord.eeeacssncicnaas 177 | 184 | 125 | 137
Utica...... R ———— i B ol PSR R, 68 100 6 101
Miami, (all in Logan Co.).. .| 123 | .... | .... | 264 | 289 816 | 287
Bouthfield...covivvosceanrennns 3B .... 8 160 1123 118 136
Bethbliiviiiesenssimiaieane .| 120 150 | .... 121 85 84 85
Elkborn...ceevenu. S 109 120 ] .... 190 183 178 171
BlUATON . sssnessoicsaisoreinssos V6] 166 | 245 247 313 226
Vernon. ...oeeeeeanas e TR aya 64| .... 51 70 56 62
Relioboth.ueeeenrvsononrnnans 91 106 4 63 65
Clarinds..crsssns vensini 113 166 148 | 146
North Cedar....cocveecvnnnes vosw Anaae | aes 1 seee 107 110 130
Winchester....oceecuvunnn cui - omvaiilimannil sage | ires 120 | 127 | 152

Totals.ousvesioacannnes T41 [ 1,187 | 1,256 | 2,474 | 2,718 | 2,419 (2475

There is a general falling off in the east, and a gain in the west.
Those city congregations which are larger now than they ever were
before are, 1st Boston, 2d Boston, Brooklyn, 4th New York, 2d Phila-
delphia, Allegheny and Central Allegheny. Those inthe country which
are now larger than ever before are, North Cedar and Winchester, in
Kansas. Since 1875, there has been a loss in New York, and a slight
gain in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Members are migrating from the
larger eastern congregations and scattering over the vast west. In
this way many are lost to the church altogether, and the work of giving
others the ordinances is attended with a great deal of labor and ex-
pense. Undoubtedly there is a greater attachment to the prineiples of
the chareh in the country congregations where the members are free
from the alluring temptations incident to the city, and those in the
country are more constant and interested readers of wholesome Coven-
anter literature. There is no cause for fear for the existence of the
Covenanter Church in America. Her necessity as a distinet church is
recognized, for she is the only one bringing her principles to bear
practically upon the nation for its reformation. No more glorious
work could be assigned to any church than the bringing of nations, as
well as individuals, to the feet of Jesus. Never in the history of this
chureh was she so well equipped for her work as ab the present, and
never did she receive so many evidences of the triumph of her cause,
Her missions ave planted among the Syrians, Cilicians, Cypriotes,
Africans, Indians and Chinese; her $heologicul seminary possesses de-
voted and learned professors, a goodly number of students, and its
finances are in a better condition than formerly ; her college engages a
large corps of eflicient instructors, possesses a large endowment fund,
and an inereasing number of pupils; her general condition is healthy,
and her principles are receiving s hearing through doors that were
never opened before. Brethren, we are exhorted to *“hold fast the
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profession of our faith without wavering, for he is faithful that prom-
ised.” ** Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of
life,” And the time is soon coming when the angels shall declare that
“the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of his Christ.”

PSALM 27: 8 AND 13, AND PSALM 49: 7-9 CRITICISED.

BY PROF. SPROULL.

To supply the proper words where the text is defective, is one of
the most difficult duties of the translator. This is especially the
case in the Psalms, where the mind of the Psalmist is under a high
degree of excitement. The verses noted above of Psalm 27 pre-
sent instances of this. In verse 8 the Pralmist records his exercise
on receiving the answer to his earnest prayer in verse 7 for comfort
in distress. Literally rendered, the reading is, * To thee my heart
said, Seek ye my fuce; thy face Jehovah I will seek.” In this
most interesting occasion of the soul consciously dealing with God,
how natural, when the Spirit responds to the earnest entreaty by
bringing the call, * Seek ye my face,” to the mind, that the heart,
deeply moved, would seize the words, repeat them, and at once
yield to the calll This is not a record of a past experience, as the
supplied words imply, bat the account of a present exercise; the
soul, with feelings of joy, declaring its compliance with the invita-
tion. The words ‘ thou callest,” or * thy call,” appear to me to be
the proper supplement, and the present tense of the verb should be
used. The verse may be thus rendered in metre :

Thy call : Seek ye my face, I hear,
And unto thee reply

Thus doth my heart, thy gracious face,
Jehovah, seek will I.

The same objection lies against the supplement in verse 13: “I
had fainted.” Fainting is not a necessary result of spiritual dark-
ness shutting out from the soul a sense of divine goodness. Feel-
ings of despair on the one hand, or stupid insensibility on the
other, are more likely to follow. A general term that would cover
all supposable cases is, what is required. The state is one of deep
distress, and the soul, alarmed for its condition, leaves the expres-
sion of its feelings to silence, “or to a sigh or groan.” The ex-
clamation, “ woe is me,” or “alas for me,” is the proper supplement.

Alas for me! If I do not
Believe that I shall see

Jehovah’s goodness in the land
Ot those that living be.

“If not” is the exact reading of the emphatic Hebrew word
rendered in the authorized version * unless.” .

The passage, Ps. 49 : 7-9, obscure in the prose, is unintelligible
in all the metrical versions that I have examined. The difficulty
is in the words in verse 8, “and it ceaseth for ever,” an exact ren-





