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iind, oil motion of Dr. Leybiirn, Avas ordered to be forwarded to the Executive

Committee of Publication, -with directions tliat it be published as a circulrr for dis-

tribution among the classes to Avhom it i,-; r.ddressed, and that it be also pnlilished

in the Appendix to the Minutes.

Kev. J. M. Anderson from the Comniittoe on Education presented the Committee's

Keport, -which -vvas adopted, and is as follows :

Your Committee beg leave to report that in consequence of the want of any re-

]iortor papers from the Executive Committee on Education, and the absence of the
Secretary from the Sessions of this body, avc are unable to report anything in ref-

erence to the ])rogress of the Committee in their important work. After the full

deliverance of the last General Assembly on the subject it would seem to be scarcely
necessary that this Assembly should stop to give its testimony in favor of an edu-
cated Ministry, and the consequent duty of the Church to endeavor by her prayers
and contributions to secure this end. Zion should never forget that according to

the gracious dispensations of her divine King the gospel is not only to be preached
to the poor, but also by the poor. And it is worthy of remark and devout thanks-
giving that our blessed Saviour has been pleased to signify his approval of this

department of our vrork, by making many of our beneticiaries eminently useful

Ministers of Ills glorious gospel. Encouraged by the past, and looking hopefully
to the future, we are persuaded our Church will endeavor to meet the tremendous
responsibilities v.'hich are being devolved upon her, by the most earnest efforts to

secure and maintain a pions and Icarneel Ministry. To stand in her lot in her day,

and to fultil the lofty mission which seems designed for her by her glorious Head,
largely increased liberality to the cause of Education will be demanded of her.

May we not hope that the- day is not distant when this will be fully realised ? "When
thousands Avho have no sons to give to the work of the Gospel Ministry, will feel

it to be a duty and glorious privilege to educate at their individual expense, gifted

and pious young men whom God may be pleased to call to this Avork ?

Your Committee wonld recommend the following resolutions :

Eesolce.d, 1. That tliis General Assembly, instead of the first "Wednesday in De-
cember, as designated by the last Assembly, appoint the last Thursday of Eebruary
next, to be observed as a clay of special prayer for tlie youth assembled in our va-

rious Schools, Colleges and Seminaries, and for all the baptised children of the
Church—that God wonld be pleased to pour out His Spirit npon them and sanctify

them to the blessed work of making His way known upon the earth—His saving
healtli amongst all nations. And further that it be recommended to all the

Churches under the care of this Assembly to take up a collection on that day, in

aid of the cause of Education.

Resolved^ 2. That it be recommended to the Churches under the care of this As-
sembly to otfer special prayer on the last Sabbath of every month for all our bap-
tised young men now in the army—that God would preserve them from all evil and
make them faithful to the Captain of their salvation.

Eev. D. Johnson, from the Committee on the Records of the Synod of Georgia,

reported that said Record be approved as far as written. Adopted.

Rev. H. R. Raymond offered the following Resolution, whicbwas adopted.

Ilesoked, That the Executive Committees of Education and Foreign Missions be
authorised (as has been done in the cases of the Executive Committees of Domestic
Missions and Publication,) to make such temporary changes in their location as the

disturbed state of our country may seem to demand ; also, all needful arrangements
for the security and transmission of the funds entrusted to them.

Iter. J. L. Girardeau reported the Narrative, Avhicli Avas adopted and ordei'ed to

be printed in the Appendix to the Minutes, and to be read from the pulpits of all

our Cliurches—(see Appendix.)

The Assembly adjourned to meet this afternoon at -i o'clock. Closed Avith

]irayor by Rev. Dr. Chapman.
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APPEI^DIX.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION,

IN THE BOUNDS OF THE GENEKAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBTTEIUAN ClltliCH IN THE

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMEKICA :—ADDKESSED TO THE CIimClIES I'XDKlt ITS

CAEE.

It is but a few months since the first General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the Confederate States was organized, and our Zion was equipped for her

great and distinctive work. We desire at this, our second meeting to render devout
thanksgiving to our Divine Lord and Head for the abundant favor wliich He has

manifested to our Church in entering upon that new and solemn path of our duty

to which His Providence has so clearly pointed her. Having, as she conceived, a

Divine call to set up her banners as an independent organization, she has not been
destitute of the Divine blessing in obeying it, and, we trust, will be yet more and
more richly endowed for prosecuting as well the enterprises peculiarly entrusted to

her, as the general labors which are assigned to every Church of the Redeemer.
We have to regret that in consequence of the distracted condition of the coun-

try, comparatively few reportsof our Presbyteries touching the state of religion in

their bounds have come up to us, and that, therefore, our opportunity of forming an

estimate of the condition of our Churches is sonaewhat limited. All the Presbyte-

ries which have reported dwell upon the absorbing topic of the war in which we
are now engaged, and the influence exerted by it upon the religious interests and
eftbrts of the Church. In tracing the religious history of the past few mouths,
marked by events so extraordinary, many facts of profound interest claim consid-

eration ; but in a paper like this it is possible only to glance at some of the most
interesting and important. We notice

I. The relation of our Congregations to the great struggle in which ice are engagrd.

All of the Presbyterial Narratives, without exception, mention the fact that their

congregations have evinced the most cordial sympathy with the people of the Con-
federate States in their efforts to maintain their cherished rights and institutions

against the despotic power which is attempting to crush them. Deeply convinced
that this struggle is not alone for civil rights, and property, and home, but also for

religion, for the Church, for the Gospel, and for existence itself, the Churches in our
connection have freely contributed to its prosecution of their substance, their

prayers and, above all, of their members and the beloved youth of their congrega-
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tions. Tliey liave parted, without a laurmur, with those who (.•oustitiUe tlic lioi)e

ot the Church, and have bidden them go forth to the support of this great a.ul sa-

ored cause, with their benedictions, and with their supplicationsfor their protection

and success. The Assembly desires to record, with its solemn approval, this fac' of

the unanimity of our people in supporting a contest to which religion, as well as

patriotism now summons the citizens of this country', and to implore for them the

blessing of God in the course which they are now pursuing.

In tills connection we would notice the tact that some of our Ministers have en-

tered the army as chaplains, or in the joint capacity of chaplains and soldiers, ainl

are discharging a most important and useful office in this relation. One of these—
u member of the Presbytery of South Alabama—is now a prisoner in the hand? ol'

tlie enemy, and anotlier, Rev. Dabney (Jarr Harrison—a member of the Presbytery
of East Hanover—a chaplain and an officer, fell mortally wounded while Icadingjhis

men in one of the bloodiest battles fouglit iu this war. His name will be enbalmed
in the hearts of his countrymen, and will be held in veneration by the Churclt of
whif'h he was an ornament.
We were prepared to expect from the existing state of things that the Narratives

would evince t!ie fact that the minds of christians are, to some extent, diverted by
this ;. )Sorhing subject from their purely spiritual relations and duties. And while

tliis expectarion has in part been fultilled. we rejoice to learn that the evil ha? not

licen jjermitted to assume the disastrous ni'oportions suggested by our Tears. This

leads us, ill the next place, to advert to

II. The Spiritual condition of the Churches as affected Jry the war.

!. The fact that the attendance on the means of grace, particularly by the young,
is in a great measure diminished, while showing that the material to be afiocted by
the direct influences of the sanctuary is lessened, should not be regarded as dir.cou •-

aging, ;;s it proves that what may bedeleter'ous to the interests of particul v: < oii-

g^egutions is beneficial to the country and to the church at large. It could not bo

desired tliat in the circumstances in which we are placed a different ^ tate of tjiiiigs

shi>uld prevail. What at first sight, therefore, appears to militate against the pros-

perity of the churches, we cannot but regard as evincing the christian patriotism

of our people, and as furnishing a powerful incentive to the exercise of intercessory

j»rayer iu behalf of kindred and friends exposed to the perils of camp life and the

dangers of battle. AVe are constrained, however, to call the attentiori of the

Churelies to the fact mentioned by some of the Presbyteries that the absorbing iu-

lorest of tlic struggle in which we are contending for everything dear to men, is

having some influence in lessening in the minds of God's people a souse of their

spiritual obligations; and we would implore our brethren not even in the present

extremity to break their sympathy with that subject which should lie nearest their

liearts—the interests of Christ's kingdom and the salvation of souls.

2. AV'e •)bserve, witli unfeigned sorrow, the fact reported by some of our Presby-
teries tliat 11! >t a few congregations have been entirely disbanded, and their mem-
bers driven from their sanctuaries and their homes, as refugees seeking an asylum
among st.rangcrs. The Assembly would assure these afflicted bi-ethren o'" their cor-

dial sympathy with them under these trials, and would commend them most aliec-

tionately r<»the care of the bhepherd and ]3ishop of Souls. We invoke in l-ehalf of

tliese sutfercrs the sympathies and the prayers of the entire Church.
:'>. It is v/ith great pleasure and with gratitude to God, we learn that in almost

all our churches religious services, notwithstanding the troubled state ot the times,

have lieen regularly maintained, and that there has been a greater disposition than
formerly on tiie part of those who have remained at home, to honor the ordinances

of the Go-pel, and to attend upon the ministrations of the sanctuary.

t. We arc rejoiced to know that Praycr-ineetingshave been very much multiplied

ill the l)Ounds of our congregations, and that a spirit of fervent and importunate
prayer has bei-n poured out upon our people. The Head of the Church evidently

jippears to use t'le present afflicted condition of His people as a means for inciting

them to he discharge of this all-important, but ordinarily too much neglected duty.

We ^\ ould yprtss our earnest desire that these meetings for prayer may be conti'i-

(;ed Av-'illiout aba'iordcnt, as wo cannot but feel that upon the supplications of Christ's
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people rest the surest hope of the mterposition of a merciful Providence in beluilf

of an afKicted church and country.

5. "Wo have been cheered by the fact mentioned by many of the Presby-

teries that the trials to which the people of God are now subjected have been
manifestly sanctified to their growth in grace. We perceive with joy and
gratitude, m this striking fact, a proof of the vitality of the religion of our

Churches, and the absence of that tendency to defection from Christ and apostacy

from the Gospel which is to be dreaded as the sorest curse v/hich could, in tlie judg-

ment of God, befal us. We derive, too, from this fact, the soul-cheering conviction

that though our sins are great, it is not the intention of our Master to forsake us.

Tlie storm rages, the night is dark, but Jesus walks upon the tempestuous Hoods.

We hear Ilis voice, and trust that in His own good time He will speak the word
which winds and seas obey, and which stills tlie angry strife of nations. We ex-

hort the churches to consider that the administration of Providence is committed
to the hands of the Lord Jesus, and to hope and pray that He would employ ihese

painful dispensations still more conspicuously for developing the graces and stimu-

lating the zeal of His people.

6. Though comparatively few of our churches are reported rs liaving enjoyed

seasons of unusual revival, we have cause for gratitude to God that He has vouch-
safed to some of them the refreshing grace of His Spirit in a remarkable degree. The
Presbytery of South Alabama mentions the fact that one of its largest Churches

—

the Government street Church in Mobile—has enjoyed such a blessing dui'ing the

whole of the past winter, and that many souls have been gathered there into the

fold of Christ. The Presbytery of Fayetteville states that a like blessing has been
experienced by several of its churches. The Presbytery of Georgia states that a
special work of grace in one of its congregations was under God attril)utal>le di-

rectly to the afflictive influence of the war; and the Presbytery of Lexington, lying

in the very track of the enemy's armies, reports that there have been many con-

versions of its young men Avhile in the army, and that some of them have, on re-

turning home for a season, united themselves to the church. These facts, at a time
like the present, demand special thanksgiving, and afiord strong encouragement to

all our Ministers and churches to labor and pray in the conviction that the Lord Christ

is yet dispensing His gifts to the churcli, and that "the still, small voice" of the

Spirit of God is not hushed by the clamors of strife and the tliundcrs of war.

7. We w^ould not omit tiie mention of the fact that amidst the commotions of

this sanguinary struggle, harmony and peace have prevailed tliroughout ou)' Zion,

and that there has been an ahnost entire absence of litigious and schismatic tenden-
cies from the churches. We observe with pleasure, too, that a common exigency
has been the means o'' drawing together, in closer bonds of union, the people of
Christ of different denominations. Union Prayer meetings are held throughout
the length and breadth of the Confederacy. The latent atlinities of Christ's peo-
ple of different folds are thus brought out, and while they see eye to eye, they real-

ise the answer to the Saviour's prayer for an union of all believers akin to that

which binds Him to His Father.

IIL Efforts to extend the Kingdom of Christ.

1. We were not unprepared to learn that the heavy drain upon ouv congregations
for the support of the war has, to some extent, diminished the amount raised by
collections for benevolent objects. Some of the Presbyteries report this as the ac-

tual result of the present state of iHaings. We cannot, however, but regard the
means so expended as contributed, under the extraordinary circumstances of our
present case, to the conservation of the interests of Christ's Kingdom, and tl:e fu-

ture welfare of His Church in this land. We do not, therefore, feel that we are
called upon to lament this fact as evidencing delinquency on the part of the church-
es in the discharge of christian oldigations. Others of the Presbyteries report that
notwithstanding the unusual pressure upon their churches, the coilections'lbr spir-

itual purposes have not been lessened, and in some cases have even been increased.
For this we are thankful, and we would remind our poople in this time of hardship
in our financial affairs, of the example of the Macedonian churches, whicli out of
their deep poverty and distress abounded in the grace of beneficence and the fruits
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of charity. Nearly all the Presbyteries which have been heard from report that

the usual collections for benevolent purposes are regularly made. This is as it

should be. Let the system be preserved unbroken and opportunities be rej^ularly

presented to the people of God for the contribution of their substance to the treas-

ury of tlie Lord. Let us continue to do our duty, even amidst difficulties, and trust

in Gjd for the supply of our temporal needs.

'2. Our liearts have been cheered by the report of the success which has attend-

ed our Foreign Missionary operations. Our church has l.een baptised ia her infan-

cy with tlie spirit of Missions, and will, vre trust, fulfil the high vocaMon whercv.ifh

the Master calls her to a work which lies so near His heart. The libera''ity mani-
fested by our Church in this great cause, notwithstanding the stringency of the

times, and the fact that so many doors of access to the liea':heu wurid are nov
closed against her, is strong proof of sucli a vocation, and suggests the 1 opo that

the circumstances which now repress this divinely implanted spirit will be pro' i-

dentially removed, so that she may be enabled, untrammelled, to address hcrse.f to

the relief of the necessities of a dying world.

3. We rejoice to liear that most of our Presbyteries are more and more rousing

up their energies to take hold of the great work of Domestic Missions, but we re-

gret th.'it owing to the assault of the enemy upon the city of Xew-Orleaas, and the

con.so(pient re?noval of its seat of operations, the Assembly's Committee are embar-
rassed in the T)rosecution of their plans. ^Ye hope, however, that it will not be
long before ihis difficulty will, in the good providence of God be taken out of tlie

way.
4. Nearly all the Presbyteries make special mention of the fact that religious in-

s^ruction is faithfully imparted to the colored people. We cannot but rejoice at

this intelligence. The great and startling fact that about four millions of souls Jirc

immediately dependent on the Church, in these Confederate States, for all that they

car know of Christ and His salvation, and that if that church neglects them, none
other can impart this essential knowledge, and they must be doomed to go down to

the pit at our own doors:—this, surely, is enough to incite tis to a diligent and
faithful cultivation of this field. We have the motives to the discharge of a great

Missionary work springing from the bosom of every fjimily, and the cabins of every

]jlantation. The Assembly would solemnly exhort al) its Ministers, office bearers,

and c))urcii members to gird themselves afresh for tlie accomplishment of a work
which none but they can do.

5. Although our churches have been depleted so hi'-gely of ihc'r young men and
(heir male teachers by the demands of the war, we are gratified to learn thai. Sab-
bath Schools and Bible classes are almost universally maintained, and v/e would re-

cord it to the praise of the pious women of our Churches, not a few, that they have
hfistencd to repair the defect in the number of teachers, and are nobly exerting

tliemselvos to keep alive these institutions for the impartation of christian know-
ledge to the young.

In conclusion, the Assembly renders hearty thanks to the glorious liedeemer for

all the tolcens (-f His favor which alleviate the affliction of our churches in this

day of calamity; and would affectionately commend the people under its care to

(rod a'ld to the word of His grace which is able to build them up, and to give them
an i.ihor'tancc among all tnem that arc sanctified—exhorting them to continue in

llic steadfast discharge of their patriotic and christian duties, in the hope that as

this country enwraps in its bosom the Church of Chri;^t—not abandoned in judg-

ment, to apostasy from its Head—the prayers of th.at Church will bo answered in

mercy, and tliat God will, in His own way, and in His own time, so reveal His de-

livering arm as forever to engrave the lessons of His goodness and grace upon the

jicart of a peoi)lc redeemed from bondage and i-escued from ruin.
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF DOMES-

TIC MISSIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The Executive Committee of Domestic Missions arc not able ti^ i-oi)ort any con-
.-idenible progress in the work entrustcil to their management. As their lis-

o:\\ year closed the 31st of March, operations included in this Report embrace but
three months. On the 31st December the Committee held its first meeting and was
oi^C^nised by the election of its officers, and early in January the Secretary appoint-

ed by the General Assembly reached Isew-Orleans and entered upon his duties. A
circular was immediately issued, addressed to all the pastors in our connection, so-

liciiing; their co-operation a!\d that of their churches; but up to the present time
this appeal has not been responded to as generally and heartily as could have been
desired. This appti/tiut backwardness in helping forward the Church's chosen
agency is, no doubt, owing, in a large measure, to the troubles of the times, and the
unsettled condition of the country. The minds of the people are occup"cd with
the distressing and sanguinary contest in which we are called to contend for our
liberties, our propervy, the sanctity of our homes, and all that v.'e hold dear. Large
numbers of those who have been accustt^med to contribute most liberally are en-

listed in the army, and doing battle for their country, whilst the resources of our
entire population, with but few exceptions, are seriously curtailed. The difficulty,

real or supposed, of transmitting funds to so great a distance at this time—the un-
certainty in some minds as to the result of the enemy's threatened attack on Nevr-
Orleans, and the delay, always more or less incident to forming new arrangements,
nuiy also account, in some measure, for the failure in so large a portion of the
eh'vrehes promptly to do their part in this great work. It is to be hoped that very
soon all obstacles may be removed, and that we may be cheered by the spectacle
of t]\e whole church uniting its energies for the extension of its borders, and for

building up the kingdom of our Lord in all the waste places of the land.

The number of Missionaries in commission at the organization of the Committee
was thirty-seven. Of these nine have not applied for re-commissions, and four new
commissions have been issued, leaving the number at present in service thirty-two.

The total number in service, during any part of the three months, was forty. This
statement will, at once, show that but a small proportion of the Missionaries with-
in the bounds of our Church have become connected with this Committee. The
number in the States of the Confederacy, when acting under the old Board having
been, as nearly as can be ascertained, one hundred and fifty.

Several applications have been received from destitute fields for Missionaries,

and the Committee have been in correspondence with the Theological Seminaries
at Columbia and Prince Edw'ard, and are led to expect that the graduating classes

of these Institutions will furnish the means of supplying these wants, and probably,
other destitutions as well.

The forty Missionaries who have been in commission have been distributed as

follows: Texas, 10; Louisiana, 10 ; Mississippi, 9 ; Arkansas, 7 ; Alabama, 3, and
Tennessee, 1. With the exception of the last mentioned, these fields, it will be
seen are confined to the bounds of the late South-western Advisory Committee. The
Missionr.ry in Tennessee had been connected with the old Board's Louisville Com-
mittee, until cut olf by the political changes of the country.

The Treasurer's Eeport, herewith submitted, includes the five months since the
dissolution of the South-western Advisory Committee, up to March 31st. The re-

ceipts have been $0,099.18, which, with $3,885.47 handed over by that Committee,
makes a total of $S,984.G5. The disbursements have been $4,745.52, leaving a
baltnce in the Treasury. March 31st, of $4,239.13. This balance will be absorbed
in a few months by appropriations falling due to the Missionaries, and, indeed, un
less the receipts of the Treasury during the summer should exceed what may ordi-
narily be eA|!)ccted, it is not improbable that there may be a deficiency to meet cur-
rent demands. In the limited condition of the Treasury, and the uncertainty of
the times, the Committee have felt compelled to proceed with great caution. Many
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of the commissions issued liave been but for six months, and in some cases the ap-

propriations have been reduced. The reduction of the Missionaries' salaries, at

such a time, however, is a measure the Committee are rehictant to resort to. The
compensation of these faithful and self-denying brethren is inadequate at best, and
now, when the ordinary receipts from the congregations are diminished, and the

prices of living are so much enhanced, they more than ever need the assistance of

the Church at large. Many of them report to us that the salaries promised them
have cither been curtailed, or remain, in great part, unpaid, so that they are seri-

ously straitened for the means of subsistence. They are living in the most frugal

manner, scarcely able to provide for themselves and their families the plainest

clothing, and the simplest food. Even what are usually regarded the necessaries

of life have become, to a considerable extent, rare luxuries to them. The patient

suflering of these brethren, in these trying circumstances, is worthy of all commen-
dation, and loudly appeals to the Church to come to their aid. Hovever unmur-
muringly tliey may endure the hardships of their lot, it is not right that they should

be subjected to unnecessary privation. They are faithfully doing the most difficult

and se'lf-derying work for the Church, and the Church should see to it that they do
not suflfe/want.

The reports of the Missionaries almost uniformly speak of the deleterious effects

of the war in thinning their flocks, weakening their effective force, and absorbing

the minds ol the people. Piety is too often languishing, and the cause of Christ

is, in a measure, worsted in its progress. In some cases, happily, the prevailing

troubles have had the contrary effect—humbling the people of God, and making
them, more than ever, feel the value of that refuge and stiength which can avail

in every emergency. Some of the Missionaries report, much to the gratification of

the Committee, encouraging labors amongst that most needy, and too much neglec-

ted class, our colored population.

ifotwithstanding the embarrassments of the times, and the heavy demands up-

on our afflicted country, your Committee feel assured that the funds for this and

every other department of the Church's benevolent operations, would be fully ade-

quate to every reasonable demand, were all our congregations to carry into effect

the plan of systematic contributions. The realization of the idea of every church-

member giving according as God hath prospered him, is vital to the successful pros-

ecution of the work of expansion and aggression. Could our new-born Church
but carry out this Scriptural principle of benevolence, it would at once, in her in-

fancy, crown her with honor, and would illumine her future with the most cheering

prospects. The Committee cannot but hope that our pastors and church-sessions,

may'be led speedily to see and to do their duty in this particular, and that the

General Assembly, and all the inferior judicatories may adopt such measures as

may be best adapted to hasten on the desired consummation.

In this connection the Committee would also call attention to the importance of

the observance in all the Churches of a monthly concert of prayer in behalf of

Domestic Missions. Surely this cause demands the united prayers of God's people,

and if, with their supplications, contributions were united the most happy results

might be anticipated.

It has already been intimated that the receipts into the Treasury from tho various

sections of the Church have been very unequal. The following are the junounts

contributed from the several Synods :

From the Synod of Mississippi, $3,708.65 ; Synod of Virginia, $847.91 ; Synod
of Georgia, $470.66 ; Synod of Memphis, $311.60 ; Synod of Arkansas, $260 ; Sy-

nod of Texas, $83.30 ; Synod of Alabama, $05 ; Synod of Nashville, $10; Synod
of South Carolina, $5, From the Synod of North Carolina nothing has been re-

ceived. It will thus be seen that during the tliree months since the Committee's

organization, $3,768.65, or nearly two-thirds of the whole receipts, have come
from the Synod of Mississippi. It is clear thai if this Committee is to fulfil the

idea for which it was designed, as the agency for the whole Church, there must be

a more general and uniform co-operation. It is hardly fair, however, to take this

incipient period of the organization as a criterion of a more established and more
auspicious future, and the present statements arc made not in the way of rebuke,
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l)ut rather as a stimulus to hasten on and rally the cliurolu-s promptly to take hold
of the great work.

The magnitude and importance of the interests entrusted to this Commit-
tee can scarcely be exaggerated. They embrace, to a great extent, the aggres-
sive work of the Church in this land, as well as the sustentation of feeble
churches already organised. The field is vast—the destitution lamentable. Our Con-
tcderacy covers about 840,000 S(iuare miles, with a population of some 8,000,000
of whites, and 4.000,000 of blacks. Among tliesu are large numbers who never
liear the Gospel from the lips of a Presbyterian minister, nor indeed from Ministers
of any denomination. Church members of our own connection whose lot has been
cast in new and destitute neighborhoods are blessed with no stated means of grace
for themselves and their families. Our scattered sheep are wandering in the wil-
derness, without any one to care for them. |tiul when peace shall once more have
been restored to our sufteriug country, it is to be presumed that a fresh tide of po-
pulation will set in. Then, too, the impediments which have heretofore restrained
etforts in behalf of the colored race,| whose lot is cast among us, will be removed
so that in all probability there will be facilities of access to that part of our popu-
lation never before enjoyed. This wide and needy field among the blacks brings
flaims of paramount importance to the sympathies and toils of the Southern
'hiirch, and it is to be hoped that from it a rich harvest is to be gathered in com-

ing years. Providence has opened to us a vast missionary work at our own doors;
mid one altogether peculiar, and at the same time peculiar in encouragements. To
the Church of the South the welfare of this race is committed as a sacred trust,

anl it behoves her to see that she is faithful to the obligations it imposes.

The close of oi r national conflict, a,id the establishment of our icdependence
will also call for increased zeal and activity upon the part of the Church in order
to co'interart that demoralization which nlways follows in the train of war. Those
hundreds of thousands of our young men, now in our armies, are the hope of our
country. IMany of 'hem will die in the hospital, or on the bloody field, but the
greater part of them \"ill return to their homes, and to them the nation and the
Church, aliiic, must look for the coming time.

To a nation just entering on its young life, the moral character njtonly of those
who sit in its high plr,ces, but of its population at large, is of the very fii'st impor-
tance. Upon tliis must depend her future—whether it shall be for glory or for

shame. Unfortunately for our young republic, her young men are now in a most
uiifriendly school for morals. Eemoved from their homes, and from the religious

I'estraints to which they have been accustomed, and encompassed with sin in its

Protean forms, it would be v/ell nigh a miracle if they should escape the fell influ-

ence of corruption. Already it is probable that intemperance has slain more of
our brave soldiers than has the sword of the enemy. Profanity and Sabbath
breaking have prevailed to an appalling extent. The probable influence of this

mosr. important portion of our population, when after months or years of such
training, they shall iiave returned to tlieir homes, cannot but awaken the most se-

ri(/.is apprehensions. Sad, indeed, would it be, if in addition to the injuries suffer-

ed In all the material interests of our country, we should also be overrun by a mor-
iil desolation. The only safeguard against a calamity so appalling is to spread far

;md wide the influences of the Gospel. The Church must steadfastly set herself
to arrest and roll back the threatening tide of evil, by holding forth more exten-
sively and energetically than ever before, the word of life. She must prove her-
self the leaven to leaven the whole lump—she must be the salt to purify the mass.
And in view of the bright future for our young republic, which breaks out through
the dark clouds which environ the present, the Church should gird herself for an
onward march, that she may lend her beneficent aid in elevating and sanctifying our
whole population—that this Confederacy may prove at once, the stronghold of lib-

erty and of piety, that we may have thrt i ighteousness which exalteth a nation

—

that w'c may be that happy people whose God is the Lord.

Church Extension.

To this Committee, the General Assembly also entrusted the work of Church
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Extension. A circular Avas issued calling the attention of the Churches to the
subject. The receipts for this object to March 31st, vrcve $172.20. Applications
for aid have been received, but as the amount on hand was too small to meet them,
no appropriation has as yet been made.

FIRST EEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICA-

TIOX TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

In presontinc this their first Report to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the Confederate States, the Committee of Publication have to regret that

it should exhibit so little progress in the great work entrusted to their hands. As
early as it was practicable to do so the Committee were convened, and made such
arrangements as were in their ])ower for entering upon their appropriate duties.

Xo funds were in the Treasury and no paper in possession with which to commence
the business of publishing such productions as might be deemed most immediately
necessary. An appeal Avas at once made to our Churches, and in a little Avhile the

Committee were furnished with a sum sufficient to print catechisms and tracts more
specially suited for the soldiers of our army. It was their purpose also to publish

the Sabbath School paper ordered by the General Assembly.
Just here at the threshold all attempts to proceed were met by an almost insur-

mountable obstacle. The scarcity of paper had become so great that none could be
procured for our purpose in Virginia, at any price ; contracts with the Confeder;
ate and State Governments, and with political journals of wide circulation having
entirely exhausted all the sup])lies v.'hich could be furnished from this State. With-
out entering into tedious details, it is enough to say that not until within a few days
past could any certain expectation be entertained of securing it elsewhere, though
at double the cost paid a year ago. As soon as obtained the work Avill be prosecu-

ted as far as practicable.

With regard to the Sabbath School paper some explanation may be proper. Such
publications having been heretofore copiously illustrated by engravings, efforts were
made to procure them in Pdchmond. But owing to the fact that most of the best

engravers here were fully engaged I'y the Confederate Government, and many
called to the army, these efforts were imavailing. Arrangements were subsequent-

ly made with the Publishing House of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Nashville

which promised satisfactory rpsults, but they were entirely frustrated by the polit-

ical misfortune befalling that city. l>ut having now obtained from a private source

a small supply of suitable pajter, the first number of this })eriodieal will be issued

early this month, under tlio title of " The Children's Friend." It is judged better

upon the whole, to establish it, though for a time, at least, without the a(]\antages

of illustrations, than to abandon, or ])Ostpone it longer. The need for something of

this kind is greatly increased by the fact that our Sabbath Schools are now cut; off

from their usual su])nly of books. Vlie number of copies subscribed for is, at the
jirescnt time, only 2.27-1, a list far too small for the strength, tlie intelligence, and
the piety of our Church. The Presbyterian Board in Philadelphia reached a cir-

culation in 18G1, of 00,000 copies. Counting our Church at about one-third of tlie

whole before the separation, and making allowance for our more sparse population,
" The Children's Friend" may be reasonably expected,, under a more favorable con-
dition of public affairs to obtain a circulation of 15,000 cojjies. And surely an en-

terprise with bearings so direct and Aveighty upon the precious youth of our
Church and land must engage the hearty support of our ])eo])le.




