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ELEVENTH REPORT OF THE AFRICAN INSTITUTION.
STATE OF THE SLAVE TRADE, ’
, - French West Indies. . L
© The Directors, in thejr last Annual Report, informed the sub-
scribers, that by an additional article to the Treaty with Franee,
of November 1815, the High Contracting Parties agreed to con-
cert, without loss of time, by their Ministers at London and Pari,
the most efficacious measures, for the bautire and immediate aboli-" -
"tion of the slave trade. In furtherance of this object, the King of
France has recently issued an ordinance, by ‘which every vessel,
whether French or Foreign, that shall attempt to introduce negroes
into any of the French™ Colouies; shall be confiscated ; and the
Captain, if a Frenchman, shall be deemed éncapable of afterwards
boldipg.a.command. The whale cargo is in, like manner subject
, to cenfisgation, although it doeg pot copsist of slaves ; and thé ne-
groes thus imported are directed to be, employed on the public
works in the Colopy. The Directors earpestly b%pe that, this de-
¢ree may immediatel{ be carried into cgmplete et ’e'éf,.ll- TR
Their anxiety on thig subject has been recently much ‘incréased,
by their having learnt, from unquestiohable authority, that in di-
Fect violation of .the treaty of November,:1815, negroes havg}zeen
‘lately imported into some of the French Wéét-‘[ddi'a -Isldnds in
‘considerable numbers ; and that several vessels havé been fitted
"out, by French subjects, for the purpose ‘of procuring a furllibr
“supply of slaves for those islands. =~~~ <} o)
Several instances of this kind aré detailed.” Itisthen ddded ;-
A representation on this subject has been madé fo his Mdjésty’s
infisters ; and the Directors trust that'messutes will be {Zkin o
induce theé French Goveriiment, effectually.'to prevent; in futtre,
so flagrant a violation df its recent decree againsf this trafic. With-
~ out this, such infractions of a solemn treaty are likely to increate
_todn unbounded degree.: AR @) ,
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" The Directors’ bave again'to regrét, thit' thiey -ate- uilable
to state any thing satisfactory to the'génerdl meefinig, respedtthg
the further restrictiomrof -thé Slave Trade; cdried on by Foru-
guese subjects. . That trade sfill exists’to & ety gréat extéfit. i
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. The subscribers will recollect, that a r83tisé on thi ska¥e frade,
a8 applied 1o the circumstances of Spain, jnd her Coléaiés, ‘whit-
ten by Mr. Blanco White;, was somé yéars ago ‘fyritited;’ by dider
of the Directors. For'a lo?:g tifse, greal difficulties wereopposed
| : z
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ind encouraging antitipation of the future, in preferencets a cap-
tious discussion of the past; to a settled, firm, and immovable
conviction, that the good or evil matagement of former times can
have o other effect, in the ‘revival of contentious questions respec-
ting it, than to’ create disunion between  the otherwise concurrent
advgcates of the common cause. [ take this colony, therefore, as
it is; and. looking steadily to the great objects which it was
from its first settlement intended to promote, am WELL coNTENT. '
¢« 'There is no doubt much, very much, to deplore, on the score
of religion, on the score of morals, on the 'score of manners. or of
the social tact, as'derived from both religion and morals ; on the
score of depraved, but inveterate habits, and of lingering barbar-
ism, and tardy improvement: yeét 1 distinctly perceive all' the
principal elements of social order and effectual civilization in ex-,
istence and vigour; requiring only the care of a skilful hand to
mould them into form, and to collect from them, im that state, the.
early fruits of a successful and rapid cultivation.” - o
It is with the deepest regret that the Directors bave, within
these few days, received intelligence that the able and upright
magistrate who expressed ‘these sentiments is now.no more, His -
loss to the colony cannot be too much lamented. o
' . FUNDS. L
The Directors must again appeal, and they trust not without ef-
fect, to the liberality of the British public, in behalf of a cause in
which' thé nation has so frequently and unequivocally testified its
deep iuterest—an .appeal which, notwithstanding all the obloquy
that bas been so largely and unjustly heaped on the institution,
- they are disposed to believe will not be in vain.” ‘Let our own suf-
fering countrymen be the first objects of a Briton’s consideration ;
but let him not forget the duty which is owing, and which he is
nationally pledged to discharge, towards his brethren of Africa ;
aod let him also recollect, that .a comparatively trifling sum will
enable tbe instilution to go on in its great work of extending civili-
zation, and spreading light and information upen that ext ensive
continent. . . : , : .
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FROM THE MISSOURL.

In a letter, lately received from the Rev. Jobn Matthews at St.
Charles, dated December 25th, we were informed of the consti-
" tution of a Preshytery in the Missouri Territory, formed agreeably
to-a resolution of the Synod of Tennessee. 'This is good news.
May the desert soon rejoice and blossom as the rose. Some addi-
tional information is found in the following
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Salmon Giddings, at St. Louis,

Missouri Territory, to the Editor, dated January 17th, 1818,

¢ For several weeks after receiving your paper, I was confined
to my room: I was indeed brought to the borders of the grave.
It has pleased a holy and righteous God to restore me ; and I hope



3 ‘Effect of persevaring Prager.

that be will make me useful among his people. - So s0om as my
bealth would . permit, 1 met with the peaple for the purpose of
forming a Church in this place. The desirable object was effect-
ed on the 15th of November last, and the sacrament of the Lord’s
supper was administered on the 23d instant, for the first time, in
the cburch. 1Itis no sinall satisfaction to me to behold a branch of
that vine, which beareth’ fruit unto .eternal }ife, planted hére,
where wickedness abounds and a free scope is given to the licen-
tious passions and vile imaginations of the depraved heart. Im-
. mediately after, I went into some of the southern counties, and
comwepced the formation of a church about forty miles south-
west of this place ; but, on account of the severity of the weather,

did not complete its organization, but deferred it till April next.
¢ Through a great proportion of this country, there is an in-
¢reased-attention to religion. The peuple appear more anxious to
bear the word of God preached, and to enjoy the means of grace.
When [ came to the country, in April, 1816, there was nota
Preshyterian church nor clergyman in the territory. Now, there
are four regularly organized chur¢bes and four clergymen. We
met on the 18th of December, accopding to appointment of Synod,
- and constituted a Presbytery, known by the name of ¢ Missouri
Presbytery.” We prepared an address, which will be published,
rrobably next week, in the Missouri Gazette printed at this place,
1 mention these things, as you may not have heard them. and as
they may afford satisfaction te you and the friends of Zion ; and
that thus you and we, who are labouring in this hitherto neglécted
part of the vineyard, may rejoice together that oar labouris not iw
vain in the Lord.”® - ' ' : )
- {Chil. 'Rec.] -:
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| GRACIOUS ANSWER TO PERSEVERING PRAVER. .

The information contained in:the following eatract of a Letter:
from the Rev. Thomas Hoge of Washington ‘County, Pa. to the
Editor, dated the 2d instant, is calculated to encourage praying
societies, to persevere in humble, fervent supplication for the rich
effusion of Divine grace. even-thowgh, for the present, they are not
favoured with any visible tokens of the mighty power of the Holy
Bpiritin the midst of them. '

~ ¢ Within the last 9 months, a very oconsiderable attention to di-
-vine things has appeared ‘in this congregation, (Upper Ten Mile.)
In the beginning of last summer, it appeared that in one emali seo-
tion of the eongregation, several individuals were tnder deep cen-
victions. About three years before that time, a few in that very
corner of the congregation, had agreed to meet onee a week for

rayer and praise ; and covenauted at the same time with Gad and
each other, that they would continue to meet for these exercises,
though there might be but two persons to lead in them. And in-
déed, this was often the case afterwards, and frequently those who
attended were s6 few in number, that they were ready to give it

1l
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