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A

. 7':7 Jorm an apolegy for my publication I do not intend to
Mend. many words, ar b:fyfbf p:glc in connexion with mey in this
place, and. thofe in the neighbourbood, kniw that the foundation
‘ufiom which we that are Calvinifls bave held, bas been boldly at- *
gempted 1o be overturned by a gentleman in our neighbourbood, who
feems 1o be well acquainted with the new American divinity—or,
in other words, the Hopkinfian Syflem, and bas even improved up=
on ity though Mr. HorkINs kas laid the foundation on which
be builds. As the generality of what is faid firikes at the Syfe
tem of Calvinifts, I foould bave left the defence of it, in print,
to fome more able divine of that party, bad it not been that a Sere
mon of mine, lately publifbed, gave occafion for bis lgf} publication
alfo, be charges me perfonally with belding fome erroneous opinions -

which 1 difclaim—[uch as, that unbelief is not ;ﬁd, Jor which I’
#m called to take up my pen, which I did not defign to refume in-
this way, and defend myfelf from thefe afperfions. I have neither
bad time nor conveniency to difcufs this fubjet as it deferves, being
wery important. 1 bave only brought a few things into view to
belp the weak of the flock until fomething more valuable be brought
Jorword by the Church on the Hophinfian Syflem. In order that
.. '8t may be adapted to the weakef capacity, 1bave done it by way of
dialogue, that it may be edfily underflood, and that the fentiments
. #f each may appear by themfelves. It was not my intention to cone
tend for perfonal bonor, but for the truth, and therefore I bave
ufed fuch a flile as, 1 fuppofs, any perfon ma uﬂdeff;:d, Sbunning
gvery word that might not be eafly underfiood ; ing in fome
weafure the capacity of the people in the corner. I bave treated
the Luljeﬁ as candidly as poffible, and ufed no arguments in defence
of the opinions I bold but what appear te sue to be lawful and ferip-
tural ; and which appear to bave real weight in this contef}, at
leafl, 1 am fully convinced that they are fo. I have kept as =
tlofe to the fubje? in ;l‘xﬁtm in_this dislogue as the nature
of the fubjedd would it. I have treated my opponent
Jmetimes as am Arminian, as be feems in many things to bold
‘with them, amd ufeth the fame arguments with them fres
umt/l?. I bave pai[cd no part of Jf!r. Worcefier's publication -
Lcau e of the difficulty of anfwering it, where be feems to attack
Colvinifmy or the femtiments which d seld : en the contrary, I bave
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all places where bis arguments appear firongeft,
bave mlzttle nmm do [orhte - of ity as being wl:nprtbfgf noe
tice ; other parts are fo eafily anfs weﬂd’ By every one who believes -
the fhorter Catechifm, that I’ ave paffed them over for the fake of
h'emty I haoe yaoted bis ovime words, in-general, thyt fair play
iight be given to him, and where I dxd not, I have token what T
mdn;ﬂ to be bis [eritiment, and bave allowed bis arguments all
she weight they wifl reaforiably bear ; and as the doldrine of atone-
 ment is o fundamentat doitvins, I 6bu¢ deotlt my upon 5 wbere
it ‘came i iy way. I Bave atteipred 1o, mh
coanfollars om thife [ubjéeds, an& may fay swith the - e,

not confulted with fleth and blood, ur sivie of vy Mu&m ¥ -
by Miniftry were within 'my reach ? thevefore, gfm&m :
thing wrong jn &iz gfay by defend the trath, se oneis ¥ dlame
but myfS¥f ; the EBurch is ot to be Mamed. Had bealrh ord othe
er things sdmitled, I Fud written it over agaim, and ubrvidged
Jorwe places, enlarging upon atbers 5 kist ar this cannot be dome, ¥
bope the' candid will pardon - abl?er tat appeir, if M i
nit infured. soprnmgrba!th aygng:yamrn&f'
Wk%oﬂbmmmw mmana, s ol Wy
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d‘r I¥a 'ghe"ldiymi My. Worcrgrer, Pafor of Peachamt, and
. Mr. Gisson, Miniffer of Ryegate fuppofed 1o take place
P ' IMo

R. WORGRSTER, Good mérning Mr. Gibfons, how
do you do, and how does your family? =/
<Mr. Gilfom, WEell, fir; ave you and family well 2. -
« Wor. Well, Gr, whit is your sews ¢ : o
- Gvb; Nothing of importance at prefent, have you any thing
new, firyat thistime 2 - -

Wor. Not much, fir; byt I have feen o fermon of yours, in

- which you have in fome places, miftaken my meaning 3 and.
in other places, accufed me of contradiQion, in that wherein I
think I can convince you, I am not inconfiftent with myfelf, in
thefe dotrines. :

'G¥. I hould be forry, fir, if I have miftaken your meaning,
inanycafe : for 1 do mot with to contend about words, with an
perfens, or the mode of cxprefhion. I had no defign to mif-
reprefet the fubje@. But, wherein have I done fo ?

Wor. Efpecially; refpecting the dodirine of -atonement, or
the rropitiaﬁon of Chni{ty which I do not underfRand 3s youdo:
for I fee that you underftand it under the idea of a price, or.
debt paid 3 but, I never underftood it fo, nor does it appear to
meam b price, or debt paid, in any cafe ; but only a declaration
that God is difpofed to forgive fins, and no more ! '

- Gis. Thisis a wew notion of atonement, of which I have not

been accuftomed to hear. It has not been the idea of it, with
Calvinift or Orthedox divines that ever I met with, or have been
socuftomed to read. It is, fir, to me a new idea. -. I would be
ghd to hear the arguments for fuch an opinion : for I have
il believed the contrary, and it will be no advantage to me to
be wrong ; nor, do I defire to be fo, in any ¢afe. I cannot be.
Heve it, a8 yet, and I believe I thall be very hard to cenvince,
that thisis the fcriptural idea, of the do&rine of atonsment.
- Wor. R may be a new idea to the old country people ; but, it
is no novel idea in this country ; and, befides fome in the old
country underfand it thus : efpecially a Baptit Minifter of
Londen underftands it as I doy and has written convincingly on
that fubjet, which, I will fend you, if you will read any thing

- in oppofstion te your own opinion | This, I bope, will ceavince

, that I am right. v
- Gib. Tknow that Dr. Ousen, 2 leader among the independents,
belicves otherwife, aud I think he was well acquainted with
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the Bible and new covenant plan of falvation. 1 &id wet knew
that any perfon had your idea of atonement.- However, I thoyld
be glad to fee the book, and I fhall endeavor to read it with
candor, and give my opinion ingenioufly : for I mean to yicld
to what appears to me to bethe. ftrongeft arguments, and,

" therefore, fhall thank you to fend me the book.

Wor. 1 believe I muft write again and convince you, that§
ath not inconfiftent, and defend my opinions before the world, "
and againft your attacks. . . - . .0

Gib. T thould be fatisfied you weuld :-for, I have no ‘defire
to be wrong, if I be fo; but fhould you do fo you will need to
bting forth your ftrongelt arguments,. on this fubje&t for, I
belicve, I fhall fcarcely be convinced, eithér that you have right .
-nbtions of the dorine of atonethent, or that you are confift~
ent with yourfelf. R L -

- Wor. I believe I muft teach you better. - "

- Gib. | have much need of inftrultion. ' S
So we parted for that time. ' :

- A fecond fuppofed meeting between Meflrs. Wer. and Gib.

Gib. Well, fir, you have not fent me the exhibition of the

Lorndon Baptift, as you promifed 3 but, I fuppofe, you have
" given me fu'larﬂamially, his arguments, on the dotrine of atone- .

ment, in your laft publication, entitled —The Dodrire of

Atonement, and others conne&ed witl it, flated and vindicat-+
- ed, of which you have been fo good a8 to fend me a copy, for:
- which I am much obliged to, and fhall do you the like favor."

War. Well, fir, I fhall be glad to haye your opinion of it in
a few words. - : . .
" Gib. That T can and will cheerfully give, both in public
and private. I do not love it much : I look upon it to be
much worfe, and much more erroneous, and ¢ontradito-.
ty than your former ¢xhibition ; though I do not fay, more
dangerous : fora perfon muit be very ignorant, both of the,
do&rine of the Bible, and of the opinions of orthodox writers
on that fubje&, of every denomination, that can believe what
you there exhibit, as your opinion of the doétrine of atonec.
ment, and other things, &c. :
" Wer.. What fee you wrong in it, I belicve it all to be ferip-
ture dorine. ‘ '

Gib. 1believe the very contrary, notwithftanding your confi-
dence in the truth of it : I look upon the greater part of it as
exceptionable. -

Wor. Pleafe to {pecify, and thow one thing wrong in it.

Gib. Yes, fir, Iwill. The very title of it is wrong : for,in
my opinion, and if the majority of writers on the do&trine of
atoncment, have wnderflood the fubje& arighi, the sitle of
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‘Yotr fakt -publication, fhould have been, The doftrine of atund:
tnent contradiéted and oppofed : for, in my humble opinion, yeu
" hive contradi@éd and deni¢d radically, every notion fubftan-
tially, that writers, belonging to the reformed churches, have ev-
erhad. Indeed, I know of no party, but Socenians "that can,
at all, agree with your opinion of the atonement. ’
- Wor. This 1s a ftrange opinion; and I believe wrong, but,
fappofe it true, that I differed from all men, on this fubjedt,
- that does not make it wrong : for I.pay little attention to the
opinions of others; witen I fuprofe em wrong. I am not
- bound to believe any thing becaufe others have believed it. =
Befides, I believe, indeed, that the greater part of writers have
mifundetftood the nature of atonement. : ' '
" Gib. There are two other things in which you appear to be
" wrong, viz. 1, You make it a matter of no gteat importance;
what be the donftruQion of 4 text of fctipture, on which you
preach, whereas the beft commentators and preachers make it

. amattet of the utmoft moment. 2, You make ita matterof io
concern, whether you preach the do@rine of the text or not, if
upreach a do€trine any where taught in the Bible. Youfay, .

) y‘oi Chrift may be found, any wherein the feriptute, compar-
ed to a bigh-way, it is fafficient for your purpofe, though he
fhould not be found fo compared ‘in your text.* Had I this

_ opinion, I thould do as the Quakers do, never take any particu-
far text, but preach away one tryth after another, and ‘then I

. would not be found contraditting the fpirit fpeaking in my
text, or giving him the lie, by faying thus faith the ?pirit, in
my text. The received opinion, of Divinesy has been, that we

“are got to preach truth only from our text, but the truth of the
text. Isnot this a miftake in you then ? o

. Wor. That m‘l be your.opinion and I may have mine, I

-wil not contend about it ; but wherein, am I wrongin my no-

;tions of atonement ? Befides I am not certain that any doGtore
of Divinity of much importance differ from me.

" Gib. 1 fall thew you afterwards that many famous Divines,
‘88 Boflon, Owen, Poole, and Henry, &c. whofe praifc is in all
“the Churches, differ from you. :
 Wor. You have not !zat’e(L the queftion fairly, you have
charged me with maintaining * that it was the wilf of God, and
defign of Chrift, that all men fhould be faved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth.” - Whereas, I had no fuch opinion :
fot, T have ‘never fuppofed, that the atonement exprefied - the
Wil of God or defign of Chrift, with refpe& to the number, to
“whom the benefits of it fhould be favingly applied. Tke rea/
‘queftion is, Whether Chrit wasy or was not, fet forth a propi-
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<iation or atanement, forthe fing of the -whole world of man-
rkind-~page gth. - . : Vs
Gib. tis come of all your univerfal texts now, that ppy
not be limited, one of which faye, That it is the wijl of Gad, that
.l men fbauld be faviedy and come to the kuowledge of the truth.v—e
How can yon after this, aed in confiftency with your own doc-
" write, have the face to deny that it .was the will of Gqd, and
* -defign of Chrift, that allmen (hould bg faved agd come to the
- knowledge of the truth? when, this text dizeQly fays it was
‘the will-of-God, -that all fhould be faved, &¢ &¢.. Chrift fags,
-¥e came 'to do the will 'of his Father, that .wasto fave all men,
- grecable to your other opinions. . ¥ow alfo.fay, that he died
for all men equally, and this - amuft have been :ia poifon with
~his father’s will, which was that all might be faved. . Dare you
fay that this text is any lefs applicable to univerfal redemption, -
nay, to univerfal falvation, than the texts you have brought ate
. to univerfal atonement ? you dare npt, and where do you ladd
. yourfelf ? Ts it not in the camp of univerfalifts, of the higheft
- degree.  Nay, dare you tell the world that God fo loved the
_wworld, thar he fent his Son’ into jt'to 'die for all men equally,
#nd, yet it was neither his will, nor- his Son’s défign, that all
..fhould be faved ? you have, fir, told ug this much already, when
V";[!'m deny tmy ftatement of the queRtion. . May 1 per hgre fay,
-Tha legs of the Jame are not equal ? Ma{! no;t,éi{ qvery. intel-
ligent veader, whether or not this be afyltem of mockery to
-the greater part of the world ? The moflt'famous divings have
.differed materially, and efleatially from  yon here, for the
.bold atanemeat, propitiation, and redemption, to be of equ
.extent, aod go_refpeét the fame peifons. ' If T am mot much-
miftaken, T'can thew, that ouqunbl;,'.an‘d canfound the famie
-things your/elf; in your anfwer” ‘Now, with refpe@ to miltat-
“ing the quellion, 'I confefs it, aad hopé I dhmilbe forgiven ;
“for it arofe not from ‘defign 3 but our of tes much charity fer
‘you. Sir; Fdid net thirk yen wero-{0 inconfiftent-as to-limit
redemption, and not atowement. It ip,sruly; she firkk time ¢o-
.¢r L hieard:ane fay, thas awmmcm.and-f{:dﬁmmi@.'?&“g, t of
iequal exteot.  1reglly-thought1 was flating the que! ,io:;ai;,z
for had I been intended to exteng the.one of theie terms moge
than the gther, which mould be abfiyrd, inany, one ghat kgows
ithe meaning of .tbs words nri:inall}'s.i.,lbw!d have extonded
sedemption, rather than atopementyor propjtiation, , But, fir,
:you have granted thatJ Rated:the queltion fair-yourfe ,b:‘?'h‘.!‘
{you fet up. poldly in oppohitiqu o me, and 1o axgpe with me,
avhen T wes peafoning againd, particular, W*’ hichsgt
wwasevident I waa deingaH, along, apd, not m o Adegs
atonement. parsicylasly, which. was then AnkRo)D 49y, 598 5.
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- wylen I Taid'shae it eould edfily he {hewn that mo extin the B&
ble when it refpe(ted redemption coyld mean every individusd
man and womaa, (I did not fay atonement but udemption)
you, fir, fet up boldly in oppofition to me in this fayiog, an
went off triumphing, as if you had gained the field, becaufe }
did not fhew in al shefe univerfal texts, though I had thewn i
8 great many that they weuld net prove your doctrine.. 8o, as
you have conceded the ftatement of the queftion tg me im.thia
way, you had better aét confifRent for once, and grant thatithe
queftion was faisly ftated : for upop due confidesasion, you
will find she ground as untenable, upon the footing of sniuers
fal atonement, as upon the footing. of univesfol redemsption, as I
know of nd arguments, that can be fairly brought againfi the
one, that will not as fully bear again@ the other.

Wor. 1do not think as you do ; for I fuppofe that by whas
Chrilt did and fuffcred, he 28 really made atonement for the
fins of the. nonelect, as for the fins of the eisé¥~Page gth,
But you have brought into view a number of things, as 1m-
plied in atonement, which do net appcar to me to be implied
#m it, or included. ‘

Gib. On your fuppofition, his labor was loft upon the non+
eledt, or ia vain, and ro wife man wifhes to labor in vain, is
#s a pity that he that is wifdom itfelf fhould be exhibited as doe
ing fo; for he will aot fee of the travel of his foul among
them and be fatisfied, furely nos They are not one whit thé
nearer {alvation by all that he has done, on your plan, you dare
not {ay they arc~—and fo your thouglit has little. weight, *till
you prove it. Asto your hypothefis, as long as you have no
proper data to go upon, it docs not' weigh much with me, for.

u have nat demaonfirated your fuppofition, fo as te convince
ﬁ to fuppofe the {ame thing. But whet are thefe. things fo
{or;ign fu?un the doftrine af atonement, that are forced inte
it by me . R =
¢ Wer. Youfuppofe that Ghrift took away the {ins of all thofe
for whom he made atonement, and removed the wrath of God
from them ;. the text brought to preve it is, The Lord hath
Jatd:on him the iniquity of us all.~— Compared with John iii. 36.
But in making atonement, the Saviour hath not removed. the
weath of God from any one; this is not done till the beart is
maewed, by divine grace—pa. 6th—So we may fuppofe, that ig
isnot the blood.of Chrift that. removes the wrath of . God, bug
the renavation of the heart, by thie fpirit and grace of God 1! |

Gib. It is not vety firange, that I fuppofe, that Chrift did -

bear. the fins of his people, arnid take them away from them too,
altogether, fo a6 that »tgey can ncver be laid to the charge o
than whom he mnefentcdpfol; the Spirit of God fuppafes the

4
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fame thing, fpeaking by the mouths of Mofes, the Prophety
and \poftles, as can ealily be thewn to any unprejudiced per-
fon, or thofe willing to embrace their doétrine, which if you
are, you will foon not only be convinced of but hold as the
beft article of your creed. ly(hall turn your atteation to Mofes,
that man of God, firft. Hear his words and aQions—We
are told that Chrift is the lamb flain from the foundation of
the world 3 alfo, that without the fhedding of blood there is
no remiflion of fins---and the Apoftle to the Hebrews tells us,
That it was impoflible that the blood of bulls and of goats, or
the {prinkling of the afhes of an heifer could take away fin.—
by which Qwen on the place, and the generality of commen-
tators agree, that he meant all the offerings under the old Tef-
tament difpenfation, as he declares, that all that difpenfation
could not. make the comers thercunto perfe, by means of its
imperfeQion, as rothing but that which is perfe@ can make
perfe@. This, then, myft be typical of fomething which was
perfe&t; otherwife the houfe of God is more like to a flaugh-
ter-houfe than a houfe of worfhip, and there is no apparent
wifdom in that difpenfation. But if all this difpenfation bad
aneye to the perfe& facrifice of Chrift, mueh of God’s wifdom
and grace {hine forth in it ; and they had the fame gofpet
preached unto them that we have, although under a different
difpenfation. Although hundreds of places in the writings of
Mofes might be fixed upon to my purpofe, I fhall only call
your attention to Lev. xvi. 10—121, 22. Speaking of the
Jeape .goat that was to be prefented before the Lord —In ver,
21 we are told, That the prie# was to lay beth bis bands om
the head of the [cape goat, and to confefs all the iniguities, tranf-
greffions and /!;u of the children of Ifrael over him, putting
them upon the head of the goat.—Ver. 22—~Asnd the goat fball
bear all their iniguities upen him %o a land not inbabited, &c.
Now, fir, if it be true, that you fay, that fin is not transfer-
ible, did ‘Mofes here teach the pricfts and the people a lie ?
every rational man among them would naturally draw the con-
clufion, that fin might be transferred, which would be an ab-
furd opinion if you are right, and this would have been s
foolith inftitation. All oa our fide agree, that the fcape goat
could not allually, but typically, bear away fin from the peo-
" ple : and, no doubt, all true believers among them, had their
cyc on the feed of the woman, ot Shiloh, that was to come.
All commentators that have fallen into my hands, allow, that
this goat was a type of Chrift, and if that is fo, then we are -
‘taught, from this text, that Chrift did aGually bear the fins of
“thofe for whom he made atonement. Truly, all the facrifices
had an eye so Chrift, or there is neither beayty nor wifdom in
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them. ' The Evangelieal ﬁroph;f 8 -very elear on this fubje&

in many places. I fhall only turn yjour attention to Ifaiah
Yiii 4. &c. Surely be hath borne onr gricfs, and carried our fors
rows : And lelt any fhould fay, that this had refpe&t only to
his healing of difeafes or fympathifing with thofe that were
in grief, we are told in the next verfe, But be was wounded
- Jor our tranfgreffions, be was bruifed for onr iniquitics, the chaf-

tifement of our peace was upon bim, and by bis firipes ave ave heale

¢d. Tliefe words are fo plain to the purpofe for which they
are quoted, that they need no explanation. How could he be
- wwounded and bruifed. for ouv tranfgreffions and iniguities, if they
were not laid to his charge, or imputed to him ? and he not
found chargeable in law and juftice. In verfe 8th it is faid,
For the tranfgreffion of my people was he firicken. Isit not eve
ident, from this, that he was charged wich their tranfgreflions,
being {mitten fot them ? Shall I, after your denying the ap-
~ plicablenefs of what is faid in the 6th verfe, dare to quote it
in favor of my opinion, when there is fo great authority as yowe
_judgment againft me ? Siill, fir, I think this portion to my
purpofe, though but one half of the verfe, when the other
part does not counteralt it. The Lerd hath aid upon bim the
sniquity of us all. Can words be mote plain to my purpofe ?
overy verfe explains another... Pleafe to read candidly the
Joth, 11th and 12th verfes. What means that exprefion—
He fhall make his foul an offering for fin 2 Surely, fir, you
will not fay, it was for his own fin, for he had none : ‘Then
it mul be for the fin of others 5 fo fin may be transferred—or
I {thould rather ufe the term imputed. Pfalm xxxii—Bleflcd is
the man to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity. Sin muft
be imputed {omewhere. What mean thefe words,” He fball
Jee of the travel of bis [oul, and be fatisfied : by bis knowledge
Sball my righteous [ervant juflify many ; for be fball bear their
niquities ? This is all I ever faid, that he bears our fins in
making atonement for us. What means that other expref-
fion, And he bare the fins of many, and made interceffion for the
tranfgreffors. Here he changes the univerfal tgrm into that
of many, not all, to let us fee that his atonement :&i&mﬂeﬁu
are of equal extent, and he prays but for the ele&=John xvii.
9, 20. Shall I turn your attention to Daniel the Prophet,
fpeaking the fame thing ? Chap. ix. 24. Seventy aweeks are de-
termined upon thy pesple to finifb tranfgreffion, to make an end of
(or feal up) Jin ; to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring
1 an everlafling righteoufnefs, &c. After three [core and twe
aweeks fball Mefiah be cut off, but mot for himfelf—verfe 26.—
To what end did Chrilt bear fin but {o take it away ? How
eould he finith it, or make an end of it, but by taking it away
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fror ué ? How eowld he make reconcitiatian for iniquity, oé
bring in an everialting righteoufnefs, if the fins of his people
were not taken away by him # The apoftie muft have been: mifs
taken, when he {ays, That God is a reeonciled God, and recon-
ciling the world uato himfelf : and all this by Chrift Jefus.«—
Piry chat you, lir, had uot been at his hand to havetold Wim:
that he was wrong, and that he mifapprehended the meawing:
of the prophets ¢ for God was never reconciled by Chrift, nor
fins taken away by him ; but that this was dowe by regenera-
" tion, of renovation of the heart. But he tells us, that, B bove.
alloar fiasyin bis own body upon thedree. 1 prefume; theugh:
much more might be faid to the purpofe, on this head, whati
have faid, may be fufficient at prefent : for if thereis any truth
inthe Bible, or meaning in words, I have proven this poing, to
every unprejudiced perfon. I have thewn tirat this middie
wall of partition, fin, that ftood in the way of our acceptance
with God is taken away : .fo we begin to be -partakers-of hia
“ parchafc in e {piritual manner in regeneration. K

Wor. You fuppofe that by the atonement the elet were .
sdopted into the family of God, and became fons, and that God
fent his fon into the world, that we might receive theadoption -
of f{ons, Gal.iv. 4, §, and T fee no ground for this opinion, fos
it is faid, John i. 12, As many as received him to them gaye he

ower to become the fons of God, even to them that believe-on
Kio name. Here not thefe, for whom Chrift hath made atone-
ment, but thefe, that receive Chrift and believe in his name,
wre faid to have power given them to become the fons of ‘God:
And quoting Gal. iv. 6, you have loft out the effential wordsin
the text, and parverted the meaning; but'let the words be re-
‘Rored, & the words will prove that we become fons by believ-
ing on Chrift ; . not by the atonement | for although a way is
‘opened by the atonement fo1 their adoptien, yet that adopts
none of itfelf, but belicving : it is neceflary that Chrift be

_ weceived in order to adoption. ,

Gsb. True, I faid in my fermon, that the children are called
fotis before adaption, and there is no doubt that this #s in cons
fequence of the atonement, that they are juftified, adopted and
fantified 4 but I did not fay they are fons before adgption.—
This is one of your own fayings, and if it b¢ wrong you may
aorreét it. . I thoughc I had proven. what I faid alfo, but you

“think net. I fuppofe it would be good to afk, what ave the ben-
efits purchafed by Chrift, and how we are made partakers of
‘them, and this redemption ? I believe that juftification, adop- -
tion and fanétification, are the fruite of his atonement. Tihe
‘queltion-is-not about the time when declared fons, but what is
she caufe of adoption ! You have certainly, fir, miftaken the
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quefon, or mifenderRood whae T faid. The queftion is-nét;”
at ‘what time is the adaption of the children conftituted ? Or,
at what time are they declared fons ? - But ‘what is thecaufe of
their adoption into the family of God ¢ Is faith the cuufe or
the {oreithip and death of Ghrift ? It is wot thy bufinefs foens
tor into the difputes that have deen on this queftion; on which
much las been written by able divines. ~ I agree with thofe
whe hold that Chrift perchafed faith with all the other graces
of the [pirit; and hence he is called the auther and finither of
our fuith. " He gives faith-and repentanec, and it is Becoufe
they are his purchafe, that he gives them. Thefe be purchafs
¢ed for the cle&l, by his death, that it might net be in vdim, «
Yt be might fee of the travel of bis foul and be fatisfied.  So we
Jind bim exalted as a prince, and a foviour, to give repentance, and
-2he rewniffion of fins to bis pesple.” Sometimes there is an ultimate,
» proxnate caufe of a thing: fo is there in -adoption. But; -
flr, you have fallen upon neither of them. The uttimate caafe
1s the love of God: - God fo loved the world, that be gave bis only -
begviton Sony that svbofdever belseveth on him wight not perifb bius
bave eveviafiing life. Johw iii. 16, He that [pared not bis own
Son, bt -delivered him up to the deash for s uli.  Shall be not with
bim freely give us all things 2. This is-the ehief or ultinrare caofe
of all good, 10 men. The proximate caufe is the interpofition,
or mediation, and. vicarious fufferings of the’ S8on of God, or
his furetithip. Through him we partake of all that is good;
snd comfortable, whethet for time or eternity, Math. iii. 17
Cbl. ik 10, And yeare complear in bim, who is she bead of all prin-
eipality and power.  We loft all by the firft Adany, and have all
reftoved by the fecond Adam. Althoughi, fir, you have quibs -
bied lomg, and equivocated much, to prepare blinds for your
yeadars, to get read of Gal. iv. 6, yer, all will net do, for I am
hearsily willing that the whole and entire text be quoted.  As
Fquoted from moemory, as.1 generally do, and did not intend
~ Jeavimg out one word, or notice that1had.  Becuufe ye are foms,
. bah fent forth the [pirit-of bis Som into yeur Dearts, crying Ab-
b Father. Now they ave teftored every word; and I defy any
man, of common underfitanding, to fhew what difference there
is it the words to anfwer Mr. Worcefler's purpofe. ' None but
‘you, fir, could have been fo eagle eyed, as to have feen this
extproves that adoption conres mot by Chrift, but by believing
in him. It will not anfwer your purpofe ; but it may clearly be
feém, to be of advantage to-our fide of the queftion : foritisin
_confequence of his death, that the fpisit of the Son is fent, to
put the z\_iidrén, ;,n“ poffeflion of what he .pmh'a(c'db for ;l;:m.
1t.15 good for you that I gorawoy, forif 1ge net away the comforter
it et soune s bt Loy 1&1@.&% e sou, who il
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Pake of the things that are thine and fbew them uite yow. What

miferable (hifts arc men pat to, to defend error, when once ut-
tered, and they have teo much pride to acknowledge themfelves
to be wrong. My friend, I have no obje&ion to fay, that
Chrilt by his death procured adoptian for thofe for whom
he fuffered 3 and alfo, that it is both unreafonable and unfcrip-
tural, to fay, that faith which is the gift of God fhould pur-
chafe any thing, for ys. Your plan would make the new Cov-
enant conditional on man’s part, which we utterly deny. Nay,
it would turn the Covenant of grace into a Covenant of works
entirely, which makes it inadmi(lible. Yet, we heartily agree
that there is great neceffity to receive the Lord Jefus Chritt,
a(;d that even in- order to our beiog declared to be fons of
od. : .
Wor. You confider atonement as the firi€t payment of &
zebt 3 fo that God would no more be juft in punifhing one
or his fins, for whom atonement has been made, than a cred-
itor wonld be in exaling the full payment of an original debt
sfter he had received full payment from the furety. Andyou
have caft refletions on my Sermon, as if in it I would make
God fo unjuft as to require a double price. But this idea of
atonement is liable to ?ome infurmountable obje&ions. .
Gib. 1 do, indeed; confider that our Lord Jefus Chrift, in
making atonement for his ele, or in his vicarious fufferings,
paid the whole debt that we had contrafted, to the law and
jultice of God, until he was fatisfied and faid it was enough,
and fent his Angels to roll the fione from the door of the fep-
ulchre, and let the prifoner go free, as an evidence that the
whole debt was paid and jultice compleatly fatisfied : fo we

“sre faid to be purchafed with his blood, called the blood of

God, A&s xx. 28. 1, allo, do not hefitate to fay, that fecing

God hath received the full payment from our furety, it would

be unjult in him to exa& the payment cither in whole or.in

part of thofe for whom Chrift fuffered. = I believe your fer-

mon to be obje&tionable in this article. But, fir, what are

tfhef; infurmountable objetions ? Let the mountains bring
orth.

Wor. But, fir, you will give me the liberty to bring forth
my infurmountable arguments together, without iaterruption,
and then the one will corroborate the other, fo that they will
appear unaofwerable, as I fuppofe. L

Gib. In this, fir, you fhall be indulged, and if they all, waken
together, appear to me infurmountable, you fhail have the
palm yiclded to you, at once ; but, fir, it may be poflible to
an(wer them ir all their force. What is infurmountable to
e may be fcanned by another. Perhaps you may be anfwered.
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Wor. 1ft. then, it may be objeéted that neither fin nor hae
linefs ate transferrible | “ropeny_;amongﬂ men may be tranf-
ferred, but neither fin nor holinefs can be transferred.. 2d.

-1t is an important obje€tion to this idea of the atonement, that
if it were juft, the atonement muft have been unneceflary, and
Chrift has fuffered-and died in vain | becaufe it was God
who - provided the means of making atoncment. But why
might not God have difcharged the debt, without any payment
at all, as well as furnifth the means of payment ! If one perfon
owes another, why may not the creditor as well difcharge the
debt at once, as put his hand into his pocket, take out the
money, deliver it to a third perfon, receive it back again, and
then glve a difcharge. 3d. You furnifh an obje&tion your-
felf, for if your do@rine were true, God would be unjuft, and
take, at leaft, in part doyble payment, fecing he punifhes men
for their fins, in this world, fuch as Mofes & Aaron, David, &ec.
All the godly have to go through tribulations, Naw if your
dotrine were true, all for whom the atonement hath been
made, whether believers or unbelievers, ought to be freed from
all fufferings for their fins. 4th. This is not the meaning of
the word, in any cafe, where it is ufed in fcripture. - Itis faid,
The pricf fball make an atonement, and the offender foall be for-
given.—But no one will pretend that the prieft paid his debt.
And fhould every text be carefully examined, where the word
occurs, it is believed it would be found, that it is never ufed
in a fenfe correfponding with the payment of a debt.—So
when I fay, that Chrift %ath -made atonement for the fins of
the whole world, I do not mean that he has atually taken a-
way the fins of all mankind, nor removed from them the wrath
of God, nor that he has brought them into'a ftate in which
they are accounted fons of God, nor yet that he has paid their
debt; but notwithftanding the atonement, the wrath of God
abideth on them ; all the whole debt remains undifcharged
to the finner, until he is renewed by divine grice, and the blei-
fings of the uew covenant are thus fecured unto him ~P. 10th.
~ Gib. Are thefe, fir, your infurmountable objeCtions ? 1hops

* to fhew that they are furmountable, and may be eafily anfwer-
ed. - T cannos help viewing you as a boafting Goliah, coming
out of the Socinian or Anti-Chriftian camp, in full armour, or
as you think, in zour impenctrable coat of mail, in which
you think yourfelf invulnerable: but I fuppofe a few fmooth
fones chofen out of the facred brook, will bring down ‘a boaft-
ing Goliah, who has defied the armies of the living God. Thefe
arcundoubtedly againft you. - ‘

- ¥ sTILL fuppofe atonement as the payment of a debt, and
that the debt of the elets and, that when this debt is once
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fully paid, it would be unjuft to charge it a- fecond time. This
God cannot do, for he is juft and rightcous. . It ia faid in oppo-
fition g our idea of avonement ;. but, furely, Gir, .you do not
‘think that you have proven . tbat affertion * That aeither fin
nor holinefe-are properly transferahle ; at the fame time you.ac-
knowlodge that property, amorigit men, may lawfully be tranf-
ferred.  Now, fiir, if preperty may be accarding to the law of
righteoufnefs transferred, with vs, what hinders that the psa-
perty of Chrift may not be transferred to his chalon ones 7
feeing he has. promifed to fond the fpirit. to take.of the things
that are Chrit’s and thew them unto them: or give them unto
his own. May that which is lawful and right amongft men,
and that accerding to the unchangeable law of God, bt impof-
fible with God, in propricty ¢ I believe not, I.know nothin
smpoilible with the Almighty, but, that he fheuld deny him{elf,
or fin. May not Chrift, wish the approbation of his heavenly
Father, take our placzin the broken cavenant, and fay, If they
pwe any thing, lay it to my charge ? I will pay their debe.
Aad, may not the Lord Jefus Chrift, with the fame approbati-
on, traasler bis laww magnifying Mghtaoufnefs, Ha. zlii. 21, to us,
. which ke wrought. out for us, in aur naturey room and fead,
$ocg he was under no obligation to come ia: our natuee, nag
when come to obey the law for himfelf ¢ He was whally volun.
tary.in it. ‘Indeed, fir, your bold affertion includes mere than
common readers, I fear, are aware of < for it at ence. denies
the imputation of Adam’s firft n to us, our fins to Chrift, and
‘Chrift’s righteoufnels to us | Whereas the fcriptures.inform
us, that his hely obedierice to the.death, is imputed to his eledh
as if they had dene it themfelves. For he bath made bim so be
S for ws, that we might ke made the righteoufnefs of God in.bim.
You, Gr, are wonderfully fond of new expreflions in divin_i:zt
sud 1 fear, of now doflrines alfo. What conld have been.ths
harm, according to your opinion, in faying, that neither the -
fin of Adum, nor the rightcoufoefs of Chrift, can be imputed
to theit feed, or to them whom. they reprefented in their cover
tant with-God.? Iknow no- reafon for not: ufing. this. mods of
expreflion but that you thought your readers would novundere
ftand that:you meant torejeét the righteoufnefs of Chrift,.or the
- guile of Adam’s:firft in, which had been favorite doétrines a»
mongft them, time¢ immemorial, & might not have heen fatisfied
-foe you teeating them with.coptemps.. It mut have begn.only to
-a-blind to keep the weak people from fearingat. your doQripe
or a tade of making. the pill regre palatabic,.that they.might,
fwallow it at once, and believe thas youn were contending with
& hepetic, of the - worfl kind | 'This, I amthemars conwvinced,
isyous.defign:; foryow do. mot.go 1o .the hible to-prave your
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doQine, norto: the opiniens of antient or-able divines, srhofs
Bames as'e favory in the churches. No, but to alittle jefuiti-
cal quibbliag, and fophifticalreafoning, and no text of feripture
is brought  to fupport - your afiertiop, or reafoning. ladeed,
none can be found tg anfwer your end, and you dre obliged to
betake yoyrlelf to this miferable thift,to get £id of the imputa<
sion. of our {ins to Chrift, and his righteoufnefs to vs. Yet,
&r, if you-mean by the word transferred, that we fuppofe, that
Chrift is 3@ually a finner; this we deny. For he was holy,
barmiefs gud undefiled, in this refped}, none could charge him.
- with-aftual fig, in thought, word, or dged. But when you
fuppale, that he conld not be charged with it, as oyr reprefent-
ative and furety : this we fhrink from with abhorrence.
 You Lay, page 8, *“-But ifone man fin agpinfl the Lotd, he a-
done defervesto bepunifbed ; no third perfon can take his fin upon
him{lf apd fuffer.in his rogm, fo as to render him lefs guilty,
qt lefs deferving of punithment. . This debt may be forgiven,
butnever can be paid.” ], fir, yon bring down the Deity ro
a level with the creature, yoor dorine will hold goed ; but
not otherwife.” " And1 thowuld think: this-wopld be degrading to
God, to level him with the creaturg. Amongft men yopr doc.
gtine is trae, but not with the Trinity. Surely Chrift with the,
approbation of his Father, had-a right to take our natpre upon
him, and bhe found in fathion 3s a man, and to lay down that
life, that be had yoluntgerly taken up, in order fo pay the debt
of thefe that were given him, to be redeemed by him; to pay
that whioh we could neyer pay, that jultice might hav¢ it’s fyif.
demand, and a way be opened for God to declare himfelf a re-
zopeiled. Gad to thofe whom he tcprefonted, and a way be
qpened for our acaeptagce with God, on the account of the do-
ing and {ufferings of Chrift, and po injury offered fo the etér-
nal law of righteonfnefs.. But you fay that, ot this footing,
ghere can he'no grate in {etring the finner at liberty. I grang
ghat there is po grace in this plan to onr reprefentative ¢ for as
* fgon as he camg into-the woyld clothed with our nature, the
jaw laid hold upon him as our furety, and nevér let him
4ill ve paid the uttermott farthing. So¢ no grace wasin it to the
fecond Adam. Bat it is:alf of grace to'us. Jtisof grace that
" e deyifed; the plap of redemption, and that he received the
peice of oyr redemption, at the hand of our furety: nay, in
one word, all is of free grace to the children.  Let ws hear
what the {criptures fay about transferring of fins to Chrifi, or
go any cafe. 1hope, fir, you have not gone fo far with the
Mother of Harlots, a¢ to deny the fecond command of God’s
mooral Law, nor with Arminjang as to amend it or give us3
ngw edition of ite What fays ,:tcm the purpofe ? Vifiting the ig-

.....
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Buities of the fathers upon the children, to the thind undfourth
goneration of theem that hate me, &c. Is this transféering on
sot? The prophet. Ifuiah tells us, That the Lord hathilaid upon
bim the inijuity of us alk, © And that when he was charged:
with them, & pleafed the Lord to bruife bim. Alfp he fays,—
For the travfgreffon of my pesple was be fmitten.  Thob be-boam
the fins of many,——Fox he [boll bear theix. iniquities.  He' tins
wounded for our tranf Wg and. bruifed for ony imiquities.” Now
ifthey wore lnidc oo Chrift they muft be talien off s ehildren 5
they cannot bie on him and us both ‘at the (ame time. Dantel
vells us that Mefliah fhalt be cut off; bat not fer himfeli~and
that he: was out off to finifb tranjgrefan, and 1o moke - an cnd
of fin,, even the fins of his peaple.” Whether (Nath we believe.
thefe witnefes: or you ?» Judge  yourfolf, whom wien flould
truik to, the'infpired prophets, or fallible and' prejudiced mes.:
The apoftle fays, Me.dear all-ocur fins in his own- body upon the.
tree.  And-if-he bear them, it muR be by tnanfafting themy
over upon him, or by, imputation : for he had them né” cthier
way. . e would'be bad for the ele@ ifiyour doflwine was true.
Away, then, with fych things; and Jet the. poeple fee in Chrife
a comploat Saviour, and a complete righteoufnefs ; for with- -
out this we are undone, o

: 2. In your fecond argument you: unmafk yourfulf, and afe
fere what every man of teading kwowe is ot true, that is ac-
quainted with the Calyinift fcheme.  You fuy, * according ro-
nity idca, the atonement muft have beea unneceffary, or in-
vain? Your only argument is a queftion fraught with igno-
rance, both of the nature and laws of God, and plan of the
New Covenant. You afk, why might not God have difcharged:
the debt, without any payment a¢ ally as well as fumifh rhe
means of payment ? I anfwer becaufé: ke Iy a hely God, and
has given 19 good and holy laws, becaufl, he:js a true andfaith-:
ful God, and will vindicate the honot of his majefty, and dip-
ity of his laws and government. Becaufe, he can accept’ of
pothing lefs than perfe& obedienge, in- order to our falvation:
and juftification. Inone word, becaufé he is God: that cannot:
lie; and his glorious perfections could not be honoured other-
wife. You may as well afk why is he God and not man. The.
nioble ¥oung, in his night thoughts, fpeaking of this fnbject,
fays, A God al} merey, is a God unjuft. And the Plaimift:
tals us, That mercy and truth bave mes tagether, Ibat'ri&bte_oqffigﬁ—
and peace bave kiffed' ecach other. This 1a the anfwer to yeour
childith queftion, which has frequently beem propofed by Ar-
minians. With refpe@ to what you bring in sbeut creditor:
and debter; however right it would be among men, and, I do:
not- kaow but fuch- fhould be the cafe’ with we, yet, the cafe
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will ot apply hede + for the Father paid nane of the debt-of
Sonces; but.the Son te the Father.  But you fay he provided
-« the dcans of pajing the debt, and shat, this may be leeked
-wpon' aspaying of ie.. Where, firy did yot learn this doétrine.?
Curcly, Aot.in the Bible: for Chrift may be faid to ‘provide sil
-gthe meapstiantfolf. True hie faysy of body baf? thos prepared e
-biit vt fame words i ‘the original are' tranflateds Mine ear haft
thou boreds If you call clothing the Sun of God -with our na-
ture, providing M1 she micans of paymeny, I cannot agree with
Joi heéd.. Befides, ¢he human nature of Chrift is tompated to
s gavisenit, which three fifters did weave, and one of them
.sréreir.  What will 'yéu make of that text, He ook owr hature
spom iwn And that other.<—No man tabeth my life from me,
Bt 4 bayst-donont of myfelf.  1'Bawe posver vo iy .1t dowis, -and I
..bave ponver o take it up agaim—Now had he not power t6 take
. 1t up, as well; at fielt ¥ I1nced not Ray upon thisargument : for
{.am perfuadéd you fled to it only as one of your miferable
dhifte. Here, fir, we might eably turn the tables apon you,
- aiid tusn your very-irsporiant argument or objelion againft youre
felf. Fer if it be true, that all that Chrift 4id by his-death and
~ fufldringe, 'was only to convinee men: that God would parden
fin, upon their repentance and believing, and did nathing to
prosure faithand repéntance for hent, which is. céreainly all
. that you have left him to da, after the dedudion you have made.
. And.if this pofition of yours be trire, he camnwe into the world,
clothed with our mature, lived, fuffered and diedy in vdin.»
. All that was iece{Tary to convince:men that God would parden
- fin, might have been done without his coming, in the fleth at
-all—hence all he did was in vain, I believe that the old Tefta-
meat Church, was s fully convincéd that God was a fin par-
doning God, as the new is at this day y event before he tame in
the fiefh, this was belicved. Now where s the need of all this
work on your plan ! i youwill take the trouble to read Owen on
_ the perfon of Chrift, he will {bew demonfiratively, that ali that
. was done was abfoltstely neceflaryy in order that a holy Ged
~might have it in his power to pardon fi, or to fave the finner,
- inhonor to himfelf. A compleat fatisfaltion to law and jufe
tice muft be made, and this Chrift. alone conld do. -
3 Your third objeétion to the dolirine of atonement, as
- held by Calvinifts, will be found as weak and futile as the reft.
You fay, fir, it exhibits. God as unjult, and as in pare, at leaft,
. -demanding payment twice over, which would be unjult, fecimg
. he.ehaftifes l}is'peoplc or punifhed thein for their fins, or fecing
they muft all fuffer tribulation in this world, 8b- Where, r,
in the feripture are we taught that God’s cheftiferaeits of his
¢hildren, or his vifiting the tranfgeeilions of bils:people witha
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rod, or theit iniquitles with firipes; is any paynient of cheir
debt, cither in whole orin part ? Are we not taught the con-
trary in the Ixxtix pfalm ? God never fays that it is to.pay
theit debt, that he chaltifeth any of rthem : for he fays,: But my
Yoving kindne)s wwill Inot Sake from them. He loves with an ever-
lafling love, and draws with the cords of love, and whom ke loves
be loves unto the -end. . Yet, he chaflifeth every fon and daughter
awhom ke receiveth.  Nay, fatherly chaftifements are exhibited
as an evidence of {on-fhip, Heb. xii. Read that admirable ex-
preflion, If ge.be without chaftifement, whereof dll are partakers,
theri are ge bafiards, and not fons. Was it o pay Job’s debe
that he -t with fo great tribulation ? No, it was to give him
a0 gpportunity to exercife his graces, that he might evidence
himfelf to be a fon of God, aid fur other good purpofes to' the
thildren. Does any father among men.chaftife his child, to
E:t a reltitution for the fault conimitted ? or i$ it rot rather, to
nefit the child, and thew his fatherly difpleafure at the of-
fence, hinder him from offendinyg in like nianner for the fiis
-ture ? Are we.tiot rold that God thaftifeth not for his pleafure
but our profit # Who has ever thouglit, that punithing Mofes bt
Aaron with death in the wildernefs, becadfe of theit offence,
was any payment of their debtj or atonement fot the puilt of
-their 6n 2 So may we fay of the chaftifement of David and il
- the other childrea. It waé.to (Hew that thodgh he Idved ther,
and pardoned their fins, he would take vengearice upon their
~deeds. Thefe are beacons {et up, in terrvrem, to wagn us to han
- the rocks 0a which they have fplit  Inftead of being a cisrfe;
itis a great bletfing to us, that there is chaltifement, for the
-children in the covenant.. There is a difference between re-
-witting. fin; and the punithment of fin ! this i4 evident in the
- cafe of David. The guilt of Ris fin is" declired to be taken 4-
. way while Nathan and he weke convetfitig together, but the
' fword was never to depart from his houfe. You, fir, are the
fir chat ever I have known to infiduate, that tribulation, ot
. perfecutions of thechildren were as, o for the paymént of their
. debts, or a removal of their guilt.  And, truly, I do'not beliove
- ft'¢ill this day. This tends much to the glory of God, confir-
mation of the truths for which they fuffcr, and comfort of the
- children, in the end. 8o, I think, that no.argument for your
fide can be drawn from God’s (hewing his fatherly. difpleafdre
at finin his own children 5 nor from the tribulations of the
. thildren in this world } nay, rather by thefe we are taught to
. fhun fin as the greateft evil, which God will punifh, even {n
. his own people. » .
+ 3. Yoaur fourth argurnent amounts' to nothing but evafio
.. and a bypothei of your-swn, and one that is, I am bold te fay,
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‘without foundation in the word of God —the getierally receivs
ed meaning of the word in common ufe among(t men, or the
definition given of the word in any Diionary of the Englith
‘language, cither facred of civil. You, fir, deny that I have
giv!n the righe idea of thi¢ word atonement § and, alas! you
- have left ws fully as bad; for- you have given us tia definition
of the term. True, you hive given tis a negative to almoft

“all that ever I undeiftood in it 5 but do not give us the pof-

itive. -Has the word any pofitive meaning at all ? You fay it
does not .mein this, it does not meanthat; and it does not

- mean a third thing! What; fir, is left but a mere thadow, and
*a phantom ? No judicibus perfoit can fee more. You have
told us the word atonement, no where, means a price in the

* foriptures. Let us try if this be true.- Let us hear' Mr.
Brown’s definition of the word, a man who certainly knew the

: meaning of it in the original : ** 'The wotd tianflated atone-
ment, in the original, figrifies covering ; and intimates, that
our guilt is covered from divine jaftice.” We can form the

- tlearsft idea of the meaning 'of the word, from .the covering
- of the Ark, that was dyed ted j and as over this ftood the pro-
pitiatory or mercy feat, Juftice and Judgment were the eftab-
lithment: of . Go;!:/_ throne in the? carthly tabernacle. What
“iball I give. for the fin.of my fiul ? is a very interefting quel-
‘,tzi’:n. %ﬁ:ﬁﬁall be anfato,r;emmt Sfor jouryjbu[r, are: v\:lordl
- which-often occur in the law of Mofes, evidently demonfira-
ting, that although the facrifices of the law * could never

- make the comers thereunto perfet,” yet the law was: the be-
ginner (the introducer ) of a better hope. -It ferved .great pur.
fes before the times of reformation. The law, by the a.
tonement for the foul, which it brought to view in all the of.
dinances-of her worfhip and fervice, was the fchoolmafter to
- teach the do&trines of the crofs of Chrit. Chrift died for otir
- ins, and rofc again for our juftification. By his once offering
- of atonement; he hath forever perfe€ted his guilty chofen corh-~
- pany. ~He hath fulfilled all the righteoufnefs of which the
Jaw prefigured § and thus we receive grace for grace. Thofe
who deny the doérine of atonement, had better renounce the

- fcripture-atonce.  Conceal this invaluable do&rine from them,
<and the condut of all the old Teftament f{aints, in their fac-
- vifices, &c. appearg like that of fools, and the fervices of the
~worldly fanfuary is more like a -flaughter houfe, than the
- houfe of Gad. Happy for guilty man, the do&rine of atone-
: -mignt fands on.a foundation which all the philofophy and de-
ceit of the wife in the world, the fncers of the wit; or the
-profanity of the deift 5 nay, which the gates of hell canuot
‘prevail againt | I have in my reach at prefent fix diQtionaries
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which ol agsee, {Mit the word atonement hgniies fatiskadiion
‘—and atome to agrec, fatisfy, appeafe, anfwer ¥or, &o. .. And
f aw in opinion there is not a dictionary of the. Eaglida Tan-
guage in this world thet agraes with. yeur definition of thig
word, would you give us one. My oplaion is, that the  word
inoans recoscilstion, ',‘Gmfadm—fo it means a fatiafaion. to
divine jultice, which requived the iateppofition. of the Lard
Jefus Chrift in oue nature, room and fiead ; and thet he fhould
fuffer and die for us before offended jultice coutd e fatishnd.
You have granted that atopement and propitiation, ssa fyman-
imous. terme.:. and Mr. Brown defings propitation. thus;
*¢ ‘That which atoncy for and eovers our guilt ss the mergy
feat did the tablea of the lew.” Jefus Obsifk, is called the
giropitition; or atonementy a4 this compleat rightecufnefs ap-
- pealos kio fathek, and fatisfies his law and jultice, for oll ouf
tran(grefionsi—Reomw iii. 25+ Whom God hath fet. forth 40 be o
propitsation; through faith in his blood, to declare bis +ighisonfnel,
Jor the vomiffion of fms that are puft, through the forbearsmce
of God. it Joltn, il . Anid heisihe propitition for eur fini,
&c. So we will {ee, if we look inte the otatles of Gody that
ehere is all in atenement that I included in it i for when we
look into Ifaiahy, we find, the Lord bath laid upon bim tha ini-
gty of ur ally or the guilt.of the iniquicy of us 2il.  Compare
this with what the Apeftle fays, He bare all our jim in bis own
boily.upon thetree. We find al{o; #hat Chrift has purcDafed for bis
olel, & right 4o be adopted into the fomnily of Goed. Gal. tv. 4—6.
and i believing wc are put in poficflion of the purchafed inbeyr-
otonce. A man may loug have purchafed an eftate for his fon
before he lets hien know shat it is for him, or puts him in the
toﬂ'emonof i While he is & minor he is kept ignorsat of it ;
‘but when he comes te maturity, he is poflefled of it, and ma
- be faid anew to become the fon of this man, tho’ he was fo
befare, as be m a.particular way enjoys the privileges of a fon.
8o it is with us before we believe, and in believing we get the
fpisit of adoption, and cry Abba Father, and thus enter upon
e inheritance purchafed for us before the foundation of the
world; by the interpofition of the Lord Jefus Chrilty whe is
called the lamb flain from the foundation of the werld, Alfo,
by atohement, there is a ptice paid,. if we believe the Bible:
1t Cor. vi. 19, 20. Ye are not yowur own, for ye are bought with
a price.  Alfo, vii. 23, Te ar¢ bt with a price. And what
this price is we are told Aéts xx. 28. The blood of God, thatis,
the bleod of the divine Jefus—Ifaiah lili. 10. When be fooll
. wmake bis foul an offering for fin, be fhall fee bis feed, &c. 1k
. Peter i. 18, 19. For os much as ye know, that ye were ot redeem-
. ed with corvuptible thingsy as flver and gold, from your vain con-
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Derfusivm, reortoed by taodition frons e fathews ;. bus woith the pree-:
chous bloodof Cbryi? asof a famb swithowt blemifl and svitBout [pot,
fc. Bph. i ﬂ]:gvlfmi swe have redemption tgfmﬁiﬁ bis blved,
¢ Prgiuncft of flus, eccording to the riches of hie grace.—
zd"gcfe:u ii.'rf But there were folfe  prophess alfp among the
prople, even as there [ball be falfe seachers among om, who privi-
Iy foall bring in damnoble berefies, cvem demying the Lord that
bought-‘themy and bring upen themfalves Swift defiruBion.  Did
you, firy ‘vemember that there was fach a text in oyr bible,
when you' ventured to affert,  that Chriff in atenement, parid.
poi the det¥ of any maw #. Welt may you with fear-and tremb-
ling afk, whar did ke do in atenement ? No man can fay ke

did any thing of much valpe, when yoy have made your de-

dudlion, which you make when you fay, you do ot mein by

atonement, that he bare the guilt of our finis, nor that he pur- .

chafcd & right: to- be adopted-inte-the family: of God, for s,
nor-that he paid, te the lag and jnRice-of God, eur debs. ~ Yon
will permit me, Gr, Rill to prefs the’ queftion, what did ke do
© in stonement? WWPhat did he to bring us to Ged:? :
. Whop. ‘It hath opened a way in which God can.make eyer-
.ires of parden #nd reconciliation, to rebellioys men, and ac-
- tually pardon and fave all who penitentially return unte bim 3
‘3. way in which he can do this, and yet-fecure thie horor of his
Jaw; and the diguity of his government ; and, confequently,
without: injury’ fo-his own charaéber, or the interefts of his

-kingdom :a way in which lie % cau be juft and ;-!kgjuﬂiﬁér of

- the finnar:that belicyeth in Jefus.” Page 10th.

- Gib. Hare, fie, {oa have granted, that by atonement a w2
i» opened: by which God can make oyertdres of parden, and
a&ually pardon, ¥nd fave; &c. DButit does not appea‘r'ﬂ'om alt
you have fiid, that a pardon is purchafed, or that God by the
asonement i a regoneiled God &, thirough thie arerit of the atone-

mene, #ecinoting the world unte bm:/tl{' Nor doth it appear by
ath a

your anfwer, that Chrift, by his death and fufferings, purchofed
/abb and repentance for thofe for whom he fuffered anddied ;
" "buit: thav thefe-muft come irr forme other way, that I cannotaine
derftand from what you fay. Yet we are told, zhat Ae is exals
ted as i prinet and a- Savieur, to give repentance and the remilfion
ﬂ‘jm:“ Now, fir; Fafk, does Chrif¥ give any thing which Le

W ot purchafed by Nis fufferings and death ? Is there any
thingtoo great, or too little for gim to purchafe for us * He
faysto his difeiples, wi:13. Fhwbeit, myben ke, the %{m of
tith is vome, be will gyide you into oll truth—verx. 14. He /Eaﬂ
glonify me i, for bs fboll vecéive of mine. and fbusv it upto you—
of give it unto yo Now, when the fpirit 1¢ fent, what docs
hefhewor give them-? faith ‘and repentince ;° which, though'
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they be the gifz of God, yet, they are 2 part of the purc. ,
Cb:i A witbgzz v?fl'xich. 5] his Kxﬂ'ering:” would batzrbeb:‘: 1‘:
vain. But you have told us before, that it is from the lpye
that God bears to the Son manifefted in the flefh, pot from his
holy obedience, in life and death, in our ftead, ngr for the in~ |
tinite merit of his doing apd dying, that God forgives the ins ,
of his children—page §th—Which, if the limilitude of a father.
and a fon has any meaning, intsoduced by yoy, .yor mul in-.
tend, exprefs your fentiment -ag you will. - This opinjon, we
believe, hag no foundation in the word, and cannot.agree with -
it e remainder of the 1oth page, ajfo the 11th snd ¢2th,. -
I cannot underftand, after what you have formerjy {aid about
atonemest ; nordo [ know that.any psrfon underRands it, viz,
what you there exhibit,. You fill feem to igfinuate that fome-
thing was done, and neceffary to he done, to fecure the hanor.
and dignity of the legiflator and laws, and for the good of hig
fubjels: but youhave not told us what was neceflary ; for
if it does pot mean all that Calvinifts hold or includg in it, af.-
ter your deduiion, nothing more¢ appears neceflary, accosding .
to your plan,.only that the Sor: of God thould be manifefte
io the flefh ; but not as our rep-efentative, im pur room ang -
ftead, fo that what he did might be imputed to ysas if we hagd
done it oyrfelves | Indeed, the amount of it would only be,
that God was natyrally propitious and difpofed to forgive fin,
upon our believing Chrit, and that he did not bear the wrath,
~and curfe of God, due to us for fin, thay we might.be made,
the righteoufnefs of God in him. . If this pofitjon of yours be .
true, [ can fee no peceflity for his dying, apd, indeed, very liz-
tle for his living in our nature; for an angel, in oyr nature,
could have an{wered the end, or even a perfc@ man, fuch as
Adam was at firl}, any of thefe might have gnlﬁlj.ed the law,
and alfodied. Where then was the neceflity of the So
God in our nature ? There is nearly three pages of yomr d
fence that appear to me only to darken council by words with~ .
ou: knowledge, and, after your dedulion, to be without ideas,
or then they contradi& your former doftrines. Some expref-
fions are ufed by you, in thefe pages, unworthy of a divive—
Juch as. the feelings of God, the feelings of God's beart concerne
“ing fin, &c.  From fuch expreffions, one woyld be Jed togan-
clude that God was like ourfelves, and that his peace or hape
pinefs: was marred by the beholding of fn, which js impof. .
&ible; and therefore it is certainly improper to bring down the
Deity to a Jevel with the creature, in this way. lIndeed, ali
you fay in thefe pages fcem to me to be blindfolding the peo-
ple, that they may not underftand what you would be at, §° r
,5;09,1«! be glad fuch exprefljons were pot pfed 36 wonld ime .
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tefs the mind with fach mean ideas of God. I do riof be.
lieve there is any warrant for fuch expreflion in the Bible.—
©hap. xi. Here is 4 converfation introduced between Meflrg,
 Wor. and Gib. concerning zde univerfality of atonement,
wlierein the former meansto prove, that Chrift has made a-
sonément Yot the Gins df all mankind equally, dnd the larter t§

‘ifpmn :ﬁe. ﬁm.e. PRI I ' . - . .- - . : "y
. War. You are entirely miftaken about the obje@s of atene*
ment ; you {uppofe, that the atonement was made for the ele&d
only ; but, I'can prove, if my former dotrines en that fubject
e true; and that by four unanfwerable arguments, that Chrit
hath been, fet.forth a propitiation, ot atonement for the fins of
the whole world of mankind, without exception, whethér eletd
or nongled, believers or- unbelicvers : and this will thew wha
is holding up. a fyftem of mockery: to the world of mankind,in
our preaching. f o e

-

the mumber, or. perfons for. whom: the prapitiation or atonement
‘wak made; I am found in:the midlt of 'a good company, for
many moft eminent -faints of: God have habored urider the
fame miftake, whofe ﬁrﬁifqiﬂ in all the churches: AllCalvinifts:
of-cvery party-hold the fame opinion, on this fubje&.’ Nay,
even what are called'reghiar Baptifts, in: Americe, agree with

me here, - All thie Independénts of odd England hold the fame '

dpdtrine.: Ao, the Borirans of that coumtry. Nay, dll the
Branclics of the efiablithed church of Seotlandj both in Europe
20d America;  Whatistalled Prefbyterians in America. The
" Goalefcence - o5 Union' party. - The Seceders or Antiburgher
rty, hold withs me'intrvio
aith and catechifms dnd teftimonies &c. 21l which thew their®
agréement, although thefe in fome things feem to differ with-
the: confcéo
-gudsy yet, Rill they.-held with us, in thisarticle. *

2. Yot begin with * if what you haye faid be trge.”. tie

well that this part begins with an if; but, let me fet an"if in-
pppofition to your if, which I immagine, will be of as much val-

Yié a5 yours. - Then, if I havé proved in my former part, in this -
had formerly fuppofed to be contained in -
atmement, 13 yet inchided ity it, I fuppofe every unprejudiced

coldyquy, that sll'T
perfon will readily grant, that the fcriptutes exhibic it as fully.

'coﬂtai,ﬂih% all that I faid it did contain : then all the valpe of |
1

- your if will falF to the. ground fo far as it refpets your prova-
tion in the preceding part; and of confequence; your four nne

pnfwerable arguments will fill with your if, fo far as refpects
four former attempt.’ Bt ‘IeDt "ué try the matter 3 little, and

« Gib:- Sir, if I am miftaken, in the extent of Wf, a8 to

articld, witnefs their confeffions of

n of faith, or to exphin it awsy, td anfwer their

ol oV o T T
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we will leave it to the unprejudiced to judge who' holds up §
fyltem of mockery, or one fraught with.inconfiftency. ... .

Wor. My firft argument is drawn from the.natyre of stonse
ment.  The atonement eflcurially confifted, in making a manis
feftation of the feclings of God, with refpe to fin, and of his
determination to fupport the honor of his chara&ler and lawy,
though he pardoncd the finner. 'When this was done the way.
was fairly open for the pardon of niilliops of the human family,
or of the whole race provided they comp'ied with the terms of
pardon, as of ane.  And this may be illuftrated by the brazen -
ferpent, confidered as a type of Chrift, which was {et up for all
not fur a few | ! AU '

Gib. Your argument drawn from the nature of stonement,
will not anfwer, for you feem to confider very little included
in atonement, much lefs than the Bible includes in it : if it effen-
thally confifts in mansfefling the feelings of God, concerning fin &',
as you fay, I cannot appreciate the value of that expreflion, a
manifeftation of the feelings of God ;” will you bring down the
Deity to a level with the finful creature { This will not do, {ure-* -
ly,asIhave faidbefore. Butif you take your argument from the
merit of Chrit’s atonement. as 1 fuppofe you do, then it will eicha
er prove nothing, or if it proves any thing, it will prove too
much, and cannot be a good argument. This is the founda-
tion on which they build, who huld the do&rine of univerfal’
falvation: and, hence hold a fyltem by which hell is depopulated
at once, for by pleading the infinite value of Chrift’s facrifice,
they can bring, in their opinion, both devils and wicked fpirits
of men out of the pit of mifery. And, I really believe they
have as good arguments, from this, for their fide, as you have
for yours ; if not more fo, Tn my opinion, your fyflem -will
never be confitent, until you reje@ the doétrine of univerfal
atonement, or take up with the doQtrine of mniver{al falvation.
.Certain I am, that Arminians are much more confiftent than
you. To confirm your notion of the atonement, you bring in
the circum@ance of the Brazen ferpent, taken from the hiftory
of the Jews. Num. xxi. 6—9 ver. B, And the. Lord fuid unte ._
Mofes, make thee a fiery ferpent, and fet it upon a pole, and it foall

" come to pafi, that every one tkat is bitfen, when be looketh upon it
- Jhall live.  And Mofes made a ferpent of brafs, and put it upon &

pole, and it came to pafs, that if a ferpent had bitten any man, when
be bebeld the ferpent of brafs ke lived. Here before we go any far-
ther, I will grant you the following things. 1. The infinite .
merit of the atonement of our Lord JefusChrift : no Calvinift .
difputes this. 2. That the brazen ferpent was a type of Chrift,
3. That it was the ordinance of God, to the Jews. 4. That
whofocver looked at it believing it to be the ordinagce of Ged, -«
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were hesled. “Yet, fir, with all thefe conceffions, it will not '
anfwer your-end. For this Mofaic ferpent was not fet up for '

all-the world of mankind. ‘- Mofes did notleave itin the wil-
detnefs, ftanding on the pole, that every traveller, till the end

of the world; when bitten might look and be h-aled by it.—

‘When they left the wildernefs, they todk it with them, {o we
find itint Judah hundreds of years afterwards, until one of the
teforming kings deftroyed it, calling it Nebufbtan, brazen work,

by way of contempt, when it became a fnare unto Ifrael. So -

this brazen ferpent was fet up for the Jews only, God’s pecul-

far people, who were a type of hiselect children. The portion

\

then is unhappily chofen to anfwer yotr purgofe. If it had
been fet up for every traveller, at anv time, through the wil-

dernefs, and lefe there ftanding till this day ; or if it could be

proven, that any traveller, of another nation than that of the
Jews, had been healed by looking on it, it might have anfwered
fome end for you : bat, fir, as thefe things cannot be proven,
you have failed in your probation. Befides, the people muft be

told that the brazen ferpent was fet up, the end for which it was
fet up, by whofe ordersit was fet up,and muft be fenfible that .

they are wounded ; alfo, that in order to a cure, they muft
Took to it as the ordinance of God for their healing. Now, fir,

until you find the drazen ferpent extended every wherep and to -
every perfon in the world, it will not anfwer your end. So,

until you can thew that Chrilt is extended on the pole of the

Goflpel, every where, and to every perfon wounded of the old.

fefpent, you cannat prove your point. The circamftance ad-
duced proves the dire@ reveife of what you intended ¢ for this
was fetup for the ele@® nation, at that time, and to no other
people on eafth : fo Chrift is fet forth on the Gofpe/ pole to his
elect people, and revealed to them, and them ounly, asa Prince
and a Savionr. Thus we grant, that by this we are taught to
look to Chrift as the only Saviour, and that whofocver believetl
_onhim, fball not perifh ; but have everlafiing life. ~But, bow fball
they believe in him, of whom they bave not beard ?_If our Gofpel be
bid it is hid to them that are lo/z 2 Cor. iv. 3. Inow draw the
‘conclufion, your argument fails to prove for you. '

Wer. That Chrift was fet forth a propitiation for the fins of

all mankind, or the whole world of mankind, may be argued
conclufively, from the univerfality of the Gofpel invitation. =
You feem to be angry with me, for sdmitting, that falvation
_is freely offered to all men for acceptance: but it. was off:-red
- to all ia the fenfe fuppofed, when the apoftles, agreeably to their
diretion, went into all the world and preached the gofpel to-

every creature.. When it-is faid it is freely éffered to all, nothe

ing.more is intended, but that it is offered to all, indifcrimine

K4
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atgly, o the ele@-and 10 the noncle®. .Aad -you, e, admit..

this yo(\r,fclf, ‘and affign four geafons for the fame...

Gib. This argument, drawn from the univerfality of thein- ..
vitation, will be found to.come as far thort of proving for you, .
as the former, I préfume,.upon due confideration. It fecms -
you have heen taughs at the Arminian .fchool, for you bring. -
forth o new arguments bt what the Mother of Haclots,.
with Arminjus and his followers, have idducedlong agoi -
and havg, lang fince, been fully anfwered by Calvinil Divines. -
Na zood argument can be drawn from the uaiverfality of the
gofpel call, yntil you prove that ali have power to belicve it of.
themlelves 3 or will ,tg& tares and the wheat are mingled to- .
gether in the world, the ele@ and nonele@ ; until we get fuch .
petetration. that, whenever we fee a2 multitude, to whom we
ar¢ to preach, that we can difcerg been the cle and the aons.
elet, we thay pot abridge the call, for we know .pot the one -
from the othef, till the one ‘accepts and the other utterly re-
jeéts the call. Cag you, fir, when you mount the Refrum,...
with your bible in your hand, in confciente tell your audience, .
that God, in laying the plan of .the everlafting covepant, had, .

- no mere tefpedt to the ¢led than the reprobate, that he did. .

a3 much for the one as for the other, and. that they are all e-
qualy objects of his love ? Can you tell them that Chrit did |
as 'much for the one as for the other P If you can do this, can . .
you not tell them that the Spirit is as willing and able to
apply as Chrift is to purchafe or mike atonément ? Your no-" -
tion of the uniyerfality of the invitation will prove nothing for, -
you, till you once prove that the call is univerfal, till you car
prave that the Gofpel is egually preachéd to ali nations. ~Although'
the commifion was; Go ye into all the worid, and preach the gof-
pelto every creature, yet, fir, bas that, in it’s full extent, ever,
till this' day, been done 2 I prefume you dare not anfwer. in
the: afirmative. 'Why did the Spirit hinder the Apoftle toge .
into Bythynis, or keep him long in one place ? Was.it aot -,
that he knew that the Lord bad many. pesple in the littet. placey .
and few in the former, or nope, at lcaft, none to be canverted
at that time " As long then as the tares and the wheat are in-
termingled, and we do not know the one from the other, we
muft give the general call, wherever we go, and the travel of
Chrift’s foul will héar, in due time, and none elfe, Chrify hav-
ing purchafed faith and repeatance for them. N :
~"But:left you thou!d think ybur arguments of more value than-
they really are, I fhall try ta follow yon a.little, and fhew how
a Calvinift would fhortly anfwer your' ““.conclufive arguments.”,

I ttill afk, when was the gofpel offered freely to all 2 Ard the
true anfwer is, never till this day ; many natiops. vever. had ity
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304 millionehave diedand never heard of fich a.thing as the'
pipel.. You anlwen, iz'was preachod tozi in the fenfe fups
pofed, when'the Apoftics went into all the world, and preach-:
ed the goipel ite every creature. But, fir, when was that 2
Arzcthere ndt many ustions that never faw them 2 and #any
crosturcs that died and néver heard i€ 3 How had they 1{
offered, pnd falvation- io it ? :But you fay, ® that no
© imove is-intended, than that it is' effered’to al indifcrioni--
nately, both cle} and non-elett.” I grant, that it ig fo where
evar. the gofpel is faithfully preached, in 3 certain fenfe, for
e offer Chrift and- all his benefits to all that are willing to re.
ceive him freely, - Yet, in an indefinite and unlimited fenfe,
you casnot offct-falvation- thus, while you hold the dolrine of -
cle@ion, as you do, excopt you tell your audience, that Chrif®
hath made afull ‘me“ atonement for all ; but excepg
_ you be of the cle@edn ,you cannot go one itep in this way
of yourfelf, and-all will be of no availto you. Chrift will have -
fuffered and died in vain for you, except you be of this num-
ber 4 for he purchafed nothing for you, to put in pofieffion of
the benshits of “this atonement,—Yer, | muft call you all to-
believe on Chrifty to make you a new heart sad a new fpirit:
of yourfelf, and inform you that you willbe damned if you do -
notcomply and dofo, for thers is nothing required but any
reafonable man can cafily do, and yet this foitd is the gift of.
God, which he will give to the ele only 3 and none can be-
faved without it. Is {uch as this a fyftem of mockeryornot 2
I have no difficulty, fir, in granting that the gofpel is to be
preached to all men indifctiminately, wherever we go; but, -
this docs mot imply that Chrift died indifcriminately for the -
Jbeep and the goats, nor that there is equal provifien made by
‘him, for the ele® and non-ele®, only that the tares and °
the wheat are mixed together in the world, and that we do not
know the one from thic other, and are bound to call all, and the -
fhoep only will hear ‘and obey his voice. True, ir, Chrift .
preached the gofpel both to the cle& and nonele, and I can -
fec no impropricty in quoting his own authority to folow his -
ows example, for in many things we are not to imitate him
yet, 30 the one be preached in parabdles, and to the other plainlyy
afligning this good reafon for it, he does not defign their con-
verfion. -So, it is to the world ftill as fidle tales, an bard fay- -
ing, &c. Yon fay, ince minifters are to invitd all, wherever °
they come, that then there muft be provifion made for all, " -
when they do come.  Yes, fiv, we have the divine warrant, to ¢
tell them that there is* provifion made for all that will come, -
without exoeption ; for Chrift faith all that the Father giveth
me fhall come unte mc 3 and he that cometh unto me, 1 will
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in ho wife caft ouf. : Here we -have two . ¢things ewtiesable s
1R, That all that were given to Chrift, will be mate willing -

in a day of power, and made to.come to him.". gd: "Fhat when

they are come they will not be difappointed s 'they will-feed -
with him at his table, for mone can come axcept she Futhér draew -

them, and whom{oevee he draws,. Chrift-will- heartily receive.’
Never, fir,be afraid to embrace the Calvinift {yfterh on this ac-

count } for it is fuch de cannot deceive any : let men.come
and they will find enough and to{pare in their Father’s:houfe, -
when they come as the returning prodigal did; naked and*hun. .

gry. But, fir, if you fuppofe that we {hould tell them thae -
the provifion was made for.the non-clect, as well as the ele&, -

we dare not tell them fo, more than we dare tell them, it was -
made for Druvils, or for them who are now.in hell.. But, we -
may fafely inform them, with a thws faith .the . Lovd, thut by -

the gofpel, or Chrift in the gofpel, provifion is made for men,

and finners, of Adam’s famsly, of whatever nation, language,

tribe, or family. I can hardly believe, fir, ‘you did not know"
confl

better, than to impute in ftency to our fyfteny here 5 and
the more efpecially, as you yourfelf hold the dotrine of ab-
folute, eternal and perfonal eleftion  alfo, the ablolute ne-

 ceflity of free grace, in order to acceptance of Chrift as a com- -

pleat Saviour. The argument will turn againft your own fide,

at leaft as. much ag-againft ourss and it is certainly no greae -

wifdom in you to put & weapen into the hand of your enemy.
*The Free will Baptifts will triumph. I alk you, fir, are you

ablé by moral fuafion, or all your powers of oratory to make

one non-clect foul believe that Chrift died for himfelf in par-
ticular ? Qr, is* any able without divine, fupernatural grace
to. believe fo 2 Or will Geod give this divine, fupernatural grace,
to any but the elect only ? You are obliged from your own

fyltem to anfwer thefe queftions with a negative; or then you -
maft grant that a perfon that has the faith of God’s ele@ may -

o to perdition, for all the non-cle& will go to hell. Certain-
y, it is the faith of God's ele€l to believe that- Chrift died for -

me in particular. I wifh you to weigh this matter deliberate~
ly, and fee where you land vourfelf ! I am not difficulted to

preach the doétrine of abfolute, eternal, and immutable de- -
crees, -of abfolute, perfonal ele@ion, and- of particular atone.

ment, as they are truths revealed, though I know that many
ftumble at- them, and ruin themfelves eternally. All yout
arguments drawn from the univerfal invitation will ferve you
naught, until you canthew that the internal call goes along.
with the external; wherever it goes ; this would prove your

hypothefis—<Or that all can believe of themfelves, or if you .

o Can fhew that God does as much to draw the non-cle, as the

.
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eleft to Chirift.. The /ige of the Fatlhrer, the grareof the Son, K
the application of the Holy Ghoft ase add o, which your fyftem
- will not, I prefume.admit.. While fadtsare againit you, you wilk
never. be able toprove your fide. For-whom was the {upper,
. faf?, provided, Luke xiv. 16, For them who actually partook

of it, and fer noac elf#, 2il the roft -wiil ind excufes, becaufe

he does not intersally invite, . He - eill bave mercy on. xobum be
will have mercy 1 axd whbom e syill ke havdeneth. -1-with yoy

muy nos be incorvedt incyour notiene of this parable ; it -is ale.

lowed by commentators to be fpoken to the Jews, tothew their
obitinacy and unbelief, in rejeling the Meflish when be came

in the fleth, into the world, whom they had been long Jooking -

and prayiog for: who, when be came and did not an{wer alt
their expedlations of himy was rejedied of - them as a nationy
with contempt.; though many of that pespie were enlighten-
edy and faw it their intcreR and duty to come to the gofpel
fupper; for thefe latter was the fupper pravided, be¢aufe they
were the theep for whom be had laid down bhis life, and pledg-

ed his faithfislnefs; that they fhould never perith. John xome

‘The fupper then was provided for Jews and Gentiles, all that

haye believed, o fhall believe till-the-laft day : yourfelf being -

Jjudge, none but the eleét will have their cyes opened to fec du-

ty.and intereft meeting in going to the goipel fupper; at God’s

call.: . . . : S P

: Wor..A third conclufive argument, in favor of univerfal atone-
meot, may be drawn from the confideration, that unbelief or
the rejeétion of Chrift, as a Saviour, is exceedingly finful. Te

muflt be very obvious, that, if atoncment has been made for a -

ast of mankind only, there can be no-fin, in refufing ro confide

in him, asa Saviour, until we have wvidence, that weare of the .

number of thofe for - whom falvation is provided. 8o that if

unbelicf be finful, it muft be fo on the ground of the dofirine,

-for which I contend. - But you have a thort way of getting rid .

of this argument. You deny the finfulnefs of unbelief, which

1 fhall prove to be finful in a fubfequent chapter, and chen this

argument will have wcight. -

 five, whea you {hall have proved unbelief to be finfel, which I

Gib. Your third conclufive argument, 1 behold a8 inconh'l-”j

know.no perfon, fo bold ss to deny. - I admit it without your .

»
probation ; and deny at the fime time the conclufivenefs of
yowr argument. Review your conclufive argument. It
muft be very obvious, fay you, that if atenement has been made

for a part of mankind only, there ¢an now be no fin, in refufing .

" to.confide.in Chrift as a Saviour, until we have evidence, thas

we are of the number of thofe, for whom f{alvatien is provid- :
£d? | }} %50 if unbelief be finful it muk be o on m_gs'oanioi

>
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he dattrine.for which [oontend? | 11 -Fau, By, bould heve gern
fideres-how .much yous. auciufve arguunt weld-have provad,
_ befove you had. intpoduced it, loft it thould prove too much, and
gmamﬁnethins at.all, or mors than you .defire.: Do yoir Tot)
fir, fame times. preach the cteraal docree of cleflion.?. Nowr
Tuppole, fome of your hearersafterwards (hould.nreet wish. you,
and inform yous thatthere conld beno 6in in rejQiing the of«
fer of .the.gofpel, uatil-be had evidonge that:he..was emce: of
-that eletjon yonr had: bees: preaching-of ; fos if he wip nov &2
le€ted he could.-not be favedudo what he ‘would: . Would: yewr;
Gr, faryco. he.cauld, for there was a compleat atonemont made
for all magkind, and he might be {aved whether h¢ was etet<
&d or nat.? k prefume you would 0ot 3 but anfevers, foeret things.
#Io»g. unto the Liond. --That the call was to-men and finnerse—:
- That'as he was a needy Gianen, he thould come;and . put in hie
lea: fornone that cver came were rejeQod by him.  So. oy
X to you, Secret things belong unto.vbe Lord. .1 know no way:to!
be made.cettain that he died.for-me 3 bur:that I am. made wils
ling ta.accept, him, on his owa terms. ; Thys; &r, we defiroy-
your. ¢ coticlfive argument,” by fheswingshat itproves too muchy
even.moare than you with. . But, r, how: did yoi dearn _thay §
denied the finfulnefo of unbeHef?- ¥ou fay;. ‘¢ hawo:a fhore’
way of getting rid of this argument,.by denying the Gnfulnefs.
of unbelief I” | poffitively deny that ever I (aid fo in my life,.
or ever thought faonget fo I: take. it for gransed that unbelief -
is;a fin: for it were the Jews prohibited: the bofy land; in Mo-:
fes’ day, and their bodies.fell in the wildernes, as. dusg- 20 fat*
. the land, . For this fin -were. they catvied to.Babylon : .alo for .
this fin-they have been rejeted aa s nation, this eighteen hun- -
~ dred years, - Take head_ that you be.net alfo rejc&tel: far this. .
fin.5; for yau deny the Lord that bawght us with-his precions. -
bloed, faying, that.your Saviour, ta whom.ye. trdtt, paid-ngs
price foryou.. He.is not then the Chrift of GGod, but.an Idal -
of your.own .inveption, ' O Tempora,, O Morer.. The. bible.
knawsnot, him that you defcribe. . But, fir, if yow ase qne of
their number, that fay, that Adam, aa our reprefentative ip the-
Covengnt; had a faving faith, or the fuith of God's eled, and loft
. it for us; you.may enjoy your opinien undifturbed by me ;.bue
till you prove.it by {cripture; and reafon, I cantot.agyee. with
you. 1ihall leave this, fir, Gntil I;come:to where. yoy fet.up
your man, of firaw and thrafh.upon him, whith caanot injues- -
 me, it-ordy-ean injure yourfelf, and your aflociates in this wosk, .
© Dear fir, $3 you, after. reading with candor. my. fclmuﬁ:- \
your baad upon. ypur heart, and d;cluc,thag you balieve khold. -

thar.wabslicfis no Gin 7 You capnot. ' . \
L 31:,‘ (ourh. and. Il argument; -in parfedk agrecawnt-
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- -meith the fosegoing, iethe exprels declasation.of manyipafages
-offcripture. - A few of which.fhall be tited. John-vi gr1.—
" .Heb. ii, g.==1 John ii. @. If it be poflible-for buman.language
wo communicate theidea, that Chrifl hath myade :an atopcement
:for the fins aof all mankind, I thould fuppofe,it-muft be foungtin
. »thefe paflages, and others of a-fimilar import; but you fay, hut
- thave.not.proxed, that thefe and fimilar paffagosarc tobe pnder-
sftood of the.ele only, &c. - Ci
&b, I come now to your fortification, behind which you
* »mean 40.thelter.yourfelf, until yon difconfit -your opponent ;
- Audeed it is the gnly plaufible argument yeu have adducgd—
- The former, to a thinking, intelligent peafon,.acquainted -with
+the fyflem of dininity, were not even planfible argnments,they
- -were-only blinds 5 but this is the firongeft that tﬁq Armipnign,
Atian.and Socitian tribes have made ufe of. See Taplor pn
sarigiaal fin, and Edwardls anfwer tohim. J fhall pay a ligtle
.autention to'this argument of yours, as-worthy.of notice. -Qpn-
:dy parmit me to.remark, .yqu have now fhifted jyour graund s
wfermarly, I fuppofed yon to be arguing for pniverfal atopement 3
- oW Jyau axciatguing for ynivetinl redemption. Error.is very
- dangarons, and .apt tosbe pragrafive.: ‘take lead keft 45\yqu
shave now.gat-youdfelf cnliied ynder. the dopnery of Arminiys,
. yaw fhould, in a faest.time, in order to.beiconfiftant, be obliged
.o enlit under thebanner-of thofe who ave. for, wniyerfal falyo-
it ~Lwo xeafonsI have for rapking yowwith Arminians.,
=~ i1 WEHENIL was.endeavouring:to openypthefe toxts, which
¢ake the appearange of upiverfality, I wasgealaning againft wxi-
riexfal 7 edeymption,\sahich iig evident, in the Sexpon. .. Now,if
‘yen hald. the da@rine of particular xedeniption, you fthouidihave
pefled by thafe arguments, and faitl, that they-did nat;pestain
-$onyan. 3 for you were drguingformmiven/l .atonement, not.ani-
wep/sl vederpiion. \Lihall{fuppefe younewmore eonliftent, and
sehat, .]);ou‘ice;chas ifiyourhoid she.one you muft hold the ather
equally, I ot . - .
o A 2. TiEsE are thetegtsded to by Armigisns,to. prove their
-genats, and they will certainly-doas much for them, asforyqu;
<hut they will anfwer neither of you, except we allow the fcrip-
. gures, to be a;bundje of gontradiion, ‘Lhawe already fhewn
.that Chaift-Jaid dowa.hisilife for she fheep, for the Church, for
;hig bedy ;. for to purchafefas himfclf 3 pecnljar people. - Now,
seither the one.text muft.be pxplained to gpiwer . the other, or
by the-other, or then we help the Deifl and.declare that he hag
.#old but the truth when ke aalls the bibje *;2- jumble of contra~
Witions.,Y You fay-the exprefs declaration of fcripture is on
.yomr fidesand, firfk cite John vi.g1. And.the pread which 1 wjll
-give sy Selb, subich 1 ﬂeill‘;giwgbr the life of the worjd. Meap-

!
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ing all men that ever were, or would be in the world, if your
pofition be true. Now at that time a great number-of the,

" world were gone to eternal perdition, and out 'of the reach of
* gecovery. Did he lay down his life to atone for their fins, and
- that they might live by him | This is both abfurd and antifcrip-
i tural.’ 'Did he die to procure life for all that were in the world,
at that time, or that would be in it till the end of time ? Why
did he not fend them all word, that he had done fo, and give

** themy all an opportunity of believing on hims feeing all that be-
lieve got in him fhall be damned ? But, fir, te ufe a phrafe of
your own, ““ You have got a fhort way of getting vid of this
argument.” by denying that it is neceffary in order to falva-

\ tion, even, to hcar of Chrift | You can fend them to beaven,
by him, witheut any knowledge of him at all. Let us hear
" what the apoitie fays, Rom. x. 14¢ How then foall'they call on bim
-frr awhom they have not believed ; and how fhal! they believa in bin
"of whom they have not héard ? And how fball they bear without a
: ’reaalxr'? ilére, fir, the apoftle feems to differ from you ; but,
" you may {ay he has proven himfelf, before this, to be unchar-
" itable, and-not to be believed here ¢ for he hath faid, Ifour gof-
) be bid, it iz bid to them that are Ioff. Solomon {eems to be little
better. - Fle fays, Where there is no vifion he people pevifh, Per-

< haps you may think it a fmall thing to diffcr from thefe-two
~witneffes ; but niariy others will not think fo, I prefume: - A-
gain, let us try what fa&t fays, it fays, that there are few that be
“Javed. Many are called, bur few are chofen. Then, according
to you he has failed in the attempt 5 for he did not give life to
“all the world, by Bis flefb, in your {enfe of the word. ‘The fpir-
it, it feems, hath ot faithfully applied; as Chrift atoned, or sil
‘would have been faved | It appearsto me.to border upon blaf-
phemy, to hold fuch an opinion. Beeing thefe and many more
-abfurdities would flow from fuch an expofition of the text, as
“you givet it is better to agree with Calvinift expofitors, and
allow that by the worid here we are to underftand the elet only.

" Your next citation is from Heb. ii. 9. That be, by the grace of
. God, fbould taft: death for every man. No doubt, {ir, like the Ar-
“ minians of old, you make a mightyflourifh, with thistext in your
hand, as if you would make us Uelieve, that it concludes entire-
ly in your favor.. In anfwer to this, let it be remarked, that
the word Man, is not in the Greek text, and if it-wereit
‘would very little fupport your fide: for it muft-be explained
agrecable to the context. Then, he tafted death for all men,
or every man, who is one of the (ons, to be-brought to glory,
“ver. vo. and of whoft (al¥ation he is the captain. Every man
who is his brothet and Tan@ified by him, ver. s1. Every mag,
whio is one of ¢!+ ¢hildren God had given him, ver, 33.- Eg-
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61y man, who by his death is delivered from eterml death, ver. .

t7. ‘Every man, who is reconciled by his death, and theerfore,

when it is {aid he talted death for cvery man, the apoftie doth .
faot mean, that he died to atone for the guilt of all men, to put .

them in a falvable ftate, but for every man of his fbeep or elet
iven to him'in the. Covenant, ordered in all things, and (ure.
fides, thefe very words, every man, are ufed in a limited
fenfe elfe where, and why not limited here ? Coll. i. 28. Warn-
ing every man, ‘and teaching every man. Did the apoftle
wwarn, and teach every man, o?
is believed he did not. 1 Cor. xii . 7. T be manifeffation of the fpire
i is given foevery man, to profit thereby. -

I afk, fit, is the manifeltation of the fpirit given to everj ine .
dividual of Adam’s family that they prefit thereby ? No, bug

to fome only. Chritt fuys, G2 ye into all the world, and preach
the Gofpel to every creature. . Surely not to ftocks or itones,
birds and beafts, nay, nor to every one of Adam’s family, that
had been, were now, or thould be hereafter, but to all ranks
and degrees of them without ditin&lion, wherever they came.
No decifive argument can be drawn from the words, every
man to anfwer your purpofe, as this expreflion is fo often taken
in a limited fenfe, and according to the context is fo to be
taken in this place.

- Yowr next text which you think proves fo‘dir‘e&ly for

you, is taken from 1ft John, xi. 2. He is the propitiation for our
Snsy and not for eurs only but alfo for the fins of the whole world.

Since you, fir, feem f{o ill pleafed with my opinion of this

text formerly, I prefume you will be fo with.any that I can
et give. Therefore, I fhall give you the opinion of an a-
e divine on it, which appears much more agreeable to the
analogy of faith than yours. :Lime-Street S:rmons, page
255th—* He is the propitiation for the fins of the whole
world. Why may not the words denote the beiter part of
the world, the elect, the chyrch of God ? We have as good
a right, and greater reafon to affirm it, than others have to de~
nyit. | ‘ .
: ,x&. The word propitiation feems to limit the expreflion to
believers. God hath fet forth his Son to be a propitiation,
through faith in his blood. The word propitiation in fcrip-
.- ture never extends to any but believers, or refers to any oth-
ers; fo, vain is the attempt to apply it to all mankind, and
thereby prove univerfal redemption.

2. The perfons for whom Chrift is faid to be a propitiation, .

are thofe for whom he is an advocate, or interceflor; but he
is not an interceflor for all men, and confequently the apoftle
sould not mean every individual man, when he faid that Chrift

Adam’s fons and daughters ? It
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war 4 propitiztton for the (ms of the whdle world: There o -
aninfeparable connexion between the propitiation and inters :
coffior. We have an advacate with the Father, Jefus Chrift:
tHe righteous,who alfo is the propitiatien, for our fins, yea, snd
for the finw of the whole world 5 for the' fins of all for whem:
he is: an advocate, with the: Fathet ;. for his intercefion is-
founded on his facrifice ; he fuffcred and fatisfied for thofe fore
whom he intercedes; and therefore: his interceflion: o effé@iak .
of prevalent with Ged. This-feems: to be the fum and feops
of - the apoftic’s realoning, and it very eafily points out whoms
he intends by the whole world; for. whofe fine Chriff is-faid to -
be a propitiation, even the world of the ele€t hemrans. He
adds alfo that the fcope of the dolirine was: to comfott weak
betievers, under a fenfe of finfel infirmities. The comfort rer
Chrift’s pleading it lieaven: thte vivtue of hiy atonimg facrificey -
whictt he had offired up oir earth not only for their particulag °
frits, but for the finsof ali his peeple throughout the world.—
And fick a futrifice, for virtue and extent, he intimates, would:.
bear a{iifficient plea for the pardon. of theis tins. According:
to our doélrine the apoftle’s reafoning is juft, and the confolas
tion ftrong. Beut what can it be for a dejected chriftian, to tell-
him that Chrit foved and died for all men alike : for Cain
and Judas, as well as for Samuel and David”—that thete is a
pofhibility of life amd: pardon precured forall, if they would re-
pemt and believe, and that this‘they muft do orbe dammed, and,-
yet they cannot do it of themfelves, and if they could, they
might fall fromr it and perith.. No comfort here but great in
our way. Heuce, Fagree with our duthor that fomething like-
. titis ¥s the meaning, and not as you think, that he died for them
thut were tlien in Hell, and never get out of it: or them that.
would go to it; and fo dic in vain a5 to the greaterparvof
matikind.  As to this epiftle being general, I believe this will.
ot be difputed, yet; we know that this apoftle refided chiefly
gmongft the Jewith converts, andJt is very reafonable it fhould:
chiefly at firit fall into their bands, al{o that he fhould endeav-.
our to rerpove their deep rooted prejuftice againft the Gentite:
nations, arid let them Rnow that Jefes rad other fheep that -
were not of that fold, but'of the Gentile worldy that were alfo:
to be partakers of the benefits of his death. It is, alfo, well-
- Enown that the Jews were then called she Churciry, andall othw
er mations the worldy by the Jews, at that time : hence the gen=
crality of commentators have been of opinion that the apoitle
adopts this mode of expreifion, well underftood at that tine 3
but lefs underftood in our day, when fuch expreflions are lefa
ofed. I have now fhewn wha« [ verily believe to be the mean-
ing of the texts you have brought, and that they will noz prove.
\
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%m{oﬂnm&bygm: 1. sroubid nbtrmyfelf with others,
of a like: complexion; at prefent 3 yeo, kbalieve they are equal--
lpeafily anfwered: with. thefe; weore -thie-a fuitsble time and: -
place for them. o N e
~Liwant mow give: m"’fm reafonsiwhy I cannet agree with
you and your party, aboat the:exrent.of the atenemest of Chrift.
5. I would exhibit Chrift as having come ifto the: worldy
and-fuffered and died i vain, as tq the greater past of men,
whiteithe dire@ reverfe is told-us-in. ia. liti. 1. He fall fee of
3be trwowl of bisfod; and by fotésfred. . And-he could never befat«
isfied except he gotali thofe for whom he dieds :
- 2. Youw plan feparates two things which God hath joined
together;: i. . amement-and redemption, which, always, the ona
lvoks ta.the ather, like the faces of the Cherubim. - See Tiry
- 14. Who gave bimfelf for us that ke:might redeers: us from.all
iniguity, and_purify unto bimfelf a peculiar pesple, zealous of gaod
works.. - Gal. i 4. Who gave bimfelf for our fins, that he might
deliver us from:this prefent vvil workdy according to the will of God,
even our Pather. v
‘34 In youe fyfem I do not find even the effentials of
atonement, for if Chrift did not fuffer the wrath and curfe of
God, due to us for fin, and thus bear fin away fsom thofe he
reprefented, that we might enjoy the privileges.of the fons of
God, and all{o procure, by his doing and dying, all that waa
neceflary to put us in the full pefleflion of the purchnfed inbenie
tance.Lcannot {ee the value of allthat he has done,ifor theele&.
¥ourfyftem is not even the image of the do&trine-of atonemne.
4th, The {criptures exhibit Chrift as laying down his life
for the jbesp, never. for the goats. John x. 15. And 1lay
down my life .},fbr the fbeep. ~A&s xx. 28. Feed the Church of
God, whish: he hath purchufed with bis ewn bloed. ~And
we are commanded to love onr wives as Chriff loved the church,
and gove bimfelf for it. I might here give many more reafons,
but thefe fatisfy myfelf that your {yltem is unzenable. From
what is faid it 1s evident, that. thefe expreflions, the world, the
wothole world, all. men, all the workd, &c. are often refgited in
feripture, and mean only a part of the world 3 and why may
sot thefe apparently univerfal texts be reftriCked to fpeak a-
greeably to other texts of fexipture, which cannot be difputed,
amd agreeably to the analogy of faith. That explanation can
never be juft, that is fraught with fo many abfurdities, fuchas
, would accompany fuch a latitudinarean explanationas yougive,
viz.- That €hrift fuffered in vain as to the greater part of the
world—That he fuffered for thofe that were in hell at thetime
he fuffered —That miflions for whom he fuffered will never be
bettesed thereby, they-cannot, according to you, for God never
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rhofe themto éternal Hifé, never defigned té give them Ald§ -
and repentance, or any. other favinﬁ grace 3 nor did Chrift-
purchafe thefe things for them, that his death might not be ig
vain| Away with fuch explanations, they better become the
mouth of the Mother of Farlotr than a r{ﬁd Gofpel miniflér.
As | faid already it is not confiftent with the limits of the work
before me to go through all the texts which put on the
earance .of univerfality § but, would circumftances admit,.
fhey might all eafily be fhewn to be limited, when aliuding 2o
redemption, which words, by the bye, did not fuit your purpofe.
to infert when you quoted my words, which is not a great.
evidence of 4 fair difputant. { can now add, or. when they
tefpek atonement. 1 expeQty fir, after arguing: for univerfal
redemption, you will neither ‘hold particular redemption any
more, nor deny that you are found in the Arminian camp—>
Chapter third. =~ ’ ,

Wor. 1 can thew that the promifes of the gofpel are con..
ditional, and that there is not a promife offercd to men but
on certain conditions, they always require holinefs of heart =
And, in whatever form the condition is exprefled, it always
requires holinefs of heart, or that love which is the fulfilling of
the law. To any thing fhort of this there is not a fingle
promife of mercy in the Gofpel. This you call melancholy -
doftrine, if it were true, and thank your maker it.is falfe; and
in other places of your fermon condemn it in language equals;
ly Rrong, calling it poor gofpel, &c. Ido not at the fame
time difpute tHat God has abfolutely promifed to renew and
fantify the hearts of fome finners. You look upon me as
holding that finners are holy before they come to Chrifty
which I deny that ever I faid, or any thing that implied this.
I fuppofe that to come to Chrift, in the fcripture fenfe of the
term, is the fame thing as to exercife holy affeCtions. And
therefore there is no propriety in faying that finners come to
Chrift before they have any holy cxercifes, nor that they have
any holy exercifes before they come to Chrift. Befides, you
ufe langfage which is calculated to imprefs the idéa upoa the
‘mind of the reader, that I fuppofe finners do a€tually comply
with the condition of themfelves. If you had looked a littlg
forward you would have fecn, that I believe that men till ree
newed cannot .go one fRep on this way that leads to heaven,
which if you had been candid you would have done. You
aifo exprefs yourfelf as if you believed I (il lefc men room to
boaft as if there was fomething in their own power—TThis I
utterly deny that I have done. : -

- Gib. 1f you can thew that the gofpel is a promife of life and
falvation on ecrtain conditions, I with you would fhew it ts
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- tatisfaltion 3 for Thave always believed the contrary, and that

* Jtrwhs an abfolute promife of life and falvation. to a_part of

men only, and your arguments are not able to convince me
* to the contrary, as yet. You blame me for calling it poor

Gofpel, when you fay, ¢ in whatever form the condition is
;exprefled it always requires holinefs of heatt, or that .love
- Wwhich is the fulSilling of the law. 'To any thing thort of this
. shere is fot a fingle promife of mercy in the gofpel.” - T have
“-mot yet, fir, changed my mind. Ifill call this doétrine, poor

gofpel, nay, np gofpel at all, for there is no dattrine like this
- 3n all our gofpels or epiftles. I hope to fhew in a little that

shere are  many promifes free and abfolute that contain life
* and falvation to-finners, which they may and do lay hold on,
-and feed upon, without any condition. I Rill defire to be
- thankful that there is better news in the gofpel than this.—
:esyfir, | do belicve it.to be an abfolute promife of falvation
“to all that were given to Chrift to be redeemed by him—To
all the feed royal—To all the eleét~ To all that will believe in
~Qhrift till the laft day, both of Jews and Gentiles—2nd I can-
“not fee glad tidings to any other in the bible. I believe with
“the . poftic, that to others iz will be the favor of death unts
‘death. -The fcripture taith, The promife is to you, and to your

feed— What is the condition .here ? And is not this a gofpel -

.promife ? Have. sot many of the faints, as well as Abraham,
d upon this promife ? Surely they have. When the Apof-
‘sla would comfort bis audiencs, he does not fay the promife
is to all equally who fulfil the condition 5 but the promife,
-¥iz: of the Saviour, and falvation through him, is to you, and
to your feed, &c. - You fay ¢ there is not a fingle promife to
any thing lefs.than that right temper of heart-you fpeak of, or
that love which ix.the fulfilling of the Jaw I” What, fir, is there
.o promife of a new heart made in the gofpel unconditionally P
Burelyithese is, and God has promifed to thed abroad his love
‘in their hearts. See Ezek. xi. 19, &c. And I will give them
.ome beart, and I usill put a mew Spirit within yosi, and I will take
-wway the flanky beort out of their. figfb,. and will give them an
-Beart: of flelb, that they may walk in my flatutes, and hep mins.
-grdésances, and do them ; and they fball be 1wy people, and I will
-de their God.~ Jer. xxxiis 38,.89. And-ithey fball be my people,
md'lx”l( z:;bm'.Gd 2 and I will gine Zb;m“;n:;a;rt. and one
wayy that they may fear me forsver, for .4, -of themiy and
Mtﬁldrmwz#fb;u{ FN f o g;', . J
. Bu, fir, .you are fo ingenius at finding out conditions, that
“you will find out conditious to alk thefe promifes, of the fover-
- ‘eign-Liord: . Youfay, ¢ you do net deny. that God has abfo-
dntgly promikd to renew, and fan@ify fome fingers.” . Whe

7
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tete thelevfome ? - Ate Ahey any mote or Jfs thaw \the ele@ ?
Is there a promile-eithergonditional or-unconditional-to reneaw
and fan€lify any other:? Lbelicwe not one in the hible. . I widh
"1 could beiicve, that .yeu never faid any thing .that implied that
“finners muit be holy beforc they come o Chrift. I cannot as
et, while yob maintain the.promifes to be.conditional. You
-have firange notions.abaiit comingte Chrift*: if your idea be
true,lbut I difpute it till-i¢ is:proven, then,a perfon indeed may
come to'Chrift switheit ever hearing of him, .Fthought, that
go come t0:Chrilt wastobeljewe inhim a8 a prophet, pricit.and
sking : to cheerfully, aird haadtily receive himias he is.fycely of -
“fered in the gofpel as.0ur own Saviour, and the enly fuitableS iy~
dour, to give up wish all sther Lords, 8. lowers Jor s, 0 acconnt
wll but k/fi.und dubg, shat gve might gain him ¢ and with Thomas
-to.fay, my Lord, and my:God; to take his laws,:and ordinances
out-of his hand, and-heep them, a8 airule of life and pledge Hf
+his-ove tto us, and our lave:to him: :to look unto bimalage for
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanéiificalion, andecensplesernadensption. - d{fo
~our own righooufwefs being hut. as filthy rags, to fiee toshié assa

‘yobe to cover our.nakednefs. You, like the.Arminians, sce yeny .

angry with-me-when ['{hew that the teadency of your.de&rine,
would be to rob:Chrit of thehonor.and .divide it with the
ioreature 3 if you avould not have :this done :you mult change
your-fyftem, for it will never be confiftent, or.c3bibit God. g8
juft and righteous, until;yon either allow the promifes to he
abfolutp, or, then:lcave it.in the powser of: falien man to fulfil
the congdition of the promifes. -~ - -+ v . Coenl

"~ War.: Having now fet afide all-that doesinot pertdin sothe
Gueition jn difpute.. The gueftion then. is,. whether these be
any:promific of pardon and &nalfalvation, toanyint widuakan-
wer butupan condition of his becoming resongiled toGodis: Qy,
it may be {tated thus, W hetherthere:be any. promife of mesey,
in the gofpel, which.any individual tinner has a-vightte-sp-
propriate to himfelf until he £inds evidenee, that heihas fome
degree:of holy loye? I theve berast, then itrmuft be granted,
that.ehe promifes of ithe .gofpel.are conditional : far no one
wilt dewyp, that there.are wpromifes, shighindividaaly Way.ap-
proptiate; as'foun a8 theysfipd ‘evidencesof fuch.a tempes, -
Whet God promifes to.give his.peopleanew hemt; tawwmrise
his law in'their heart, &y .\ e imakes. pnmbiolute praniife-of
preducing holinefs in the. hewrts of fome finperes But,thisde
not a premile, which any one may thws .apprepriate:¢o hime-
felk  And,: it is-rbelieved, -these. is no :pramibe, mhich'an

one may thus appropriate, rwhich:is.mot Joomditional. . Chrif

{aysy Come-unto mey il yo that clabor, andve¥a: béavy. :tadanyamd
dowill give you wphs 1Elomtis.a golpel progu@~— byl gisy
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* “ypou ¢ ; bul therein Is alio condicion 2 ame intp pir: L -
* “ny fianer appropriate this promife, witb.oqt’(_?;zmn(ption. uagl

he finds evidence, that he has come unto Chrift 2 Or cari he
‘come to Chnift, {0as to fecure the blefling, without holy love?
Believe on the Lord fe[w Chrift and thou [palt be faved. ~ BHexe,
‘again, is a gofpel ptomife : Thou fbalt be faved,  But, is thete
not, alfo a condition ? Belieye on the Lord Jefus Chriff. And,
‘can any finncr have evidence from this promife, that he ﬂg:
be faved, until he bas evidence, that he believes in Chritt } Da
‘the contrary, muft it not be evident, that neither thefe, nor any
fimilar pfomifes, fecure the falyation of ore finner, unlefs be
gomplicy with the terms, on which the promife is made ? Ine
deed, if the gofpel is to be preached to the nonele@ as well ap
the cle@, the promife of falvation muft neceffarily be condis
tional : for, in this cafe, it is made to fome, who will. never be
faved'! ‘And, furely, thest it muft be conditional. For Gad

- inakes no abfolute promifes, which he will not fulfil!

. .Gib. Here, fir, in pages 21 and 22 of your defence, we hare
#wful quibbling with words, and about ftating of the queftion,
and having fet afide all that does not feem to {uit your purpofe,
¥ou ftate two queftions, and allow me to take cithsr of them.

have not the leaft doubt, that either of them has a 1ight fide,
srhich is left to me; as 1 hope to thew you have chofen the
weong fide of thefe queftions. I thall look atbath your quefs
tions. The firftis, Whether there be any promife of pardon
ind final falvation, tp,an{jpdividnql finner, but upon condition
f his becoming reconciled to God 7 Aafwer, not that I femem-
ber to any one by mame and firname 5 but there is a promifg
that fuch finders thall be reconciled to God, by his Spitic aad
race, which the finner believes and refts upon, on the autheri«
§, and becanfe of the faithfulnefs of God, that cannot lie.
Heb. viii. 10. For #his is the couenant thar I will moke with the.
Kol lvl. ofe 1 oy, [t e Lard, Ll g ey I
into their mind, and write them on théir 5:::;!{; god 1will be to shers
a Gpd, and they j‘bqll be some a people. Compare this verfe with,
the above promifes quoted from Jeremiah’s prophefy, and with
the following verfe of this chapter, and thercin you will fee, -
that the gofpel isa promife of life and falvation, unconditionale.
lgto finners. Here the children are promiftd one heartim,
What is this, but * shat right temper of ?;gan" you fpeak of,
ar thé new heart we look for 2 May not the children, wheq
.they feel their hearrs hard, flubborn and rebellivus, and /et is
them 2o do pyjl, and that continually, ook to Chrift for that new,
heart he has purchafed and promifed to give ? Surely, they.
mhay, arnd believing him to be faithful who bas promifed, they,
take comfore. ‘It is alfo faid, l{ will put a tuew [pirt within:
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ou, @nd take dway that hard and floney beart sut of seur. fefb, an
";'ive you &' beart q}' Aeb. Nay,{i f:x’m up all, ;Zey all be ng
people and I will be their God. This, furely, includes all that
18 good, both here and hereafter, unconditionally. This, G,
is the language of the new covenant, and of the gofpel. [ wiZ/,
and ge fba!l. T at not able, after all that you have laboured to
thew the contrary, to believe that Ifa. i. 18. to the children of
-God, is a conditional'promife,bat that it i¢ abfolate to them, and
not connefted with the preceding or following verfes, in the
fenfe that you fuppofe. ~ Although, 1 grant, that when it'ig’
addrefled to the Jews; ag a nation, it is conditional, - and the
‘condition fuch as was in’ their power, and very reafonable—

wviz. That they as a nation, fhould put away their idols and_
‘ceremonial uncleanneffes, and turn unto the Lord as a people,.

confefling him and his ordinances externally. This was in
their power, without faving grace, to do, {o as that God.might
turn from his wrath’s' furioufrjefs againft them, as a nation,
and do them good. Even Jehu did this, and had the kingdom

fecured'in the hands of his family to the fourth tgcnerationv s

«nd, I fuppofe, no one will fay, that he was'under the dothinion

of {aving grace. But to the children that were in'the church,

at that time, and to believers, in after ages, in fimilar circiim >
ftances, it was, and isone of the abfolute, great and precious
promifes of which the apoftle fpeaks. Thisisa promife, whichy

- Iam convinced, has comforted many a drooping and heavy la-

den foul and finner, which it would be badly calculated to do,
#f all the condition you fpeak of; is required, in order to com~
fort, fo I can inform every heavy laden finner that is made dul

fenfible of his ftate, that here is a promife to him, and to fuch’
ashim. Come, now; let us reafon together, faith the Lord, Thoughl
gour fins be as fearlet, they [ball be as white.as fnow ; though th

be red like crimfon, they _/g;ll be as the wool. Agreeable to this fee
¢hap. xliii. 25. I, cven I, am be that blotteth out thy tras/greffioniy
Jor mine own fake, and will nat remember by fins. What is the’
condition here,they had not called upon God; but had been wea-

ry of him, and his fervice ;- they had been guilty of multiplied 0+*

miflions; and moft aggravated commiffions of a hieinous natiire,
and when one would thirk that he would immediately pour out’
on them his wrath and fury, or denounce the moft awful judg.
ments apon them : then he athers in this great and precious

romife. 1, even I, am ke that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions, ¢'c.

ee 2225 ver. By your apparently plaufible explanations of
this and fimilar portions of {cripture, you may bewilder the ig-’
riorant ; but, no experienced Chriftian will give way to fuch’
arguments : for, in falt were the promifes conditional, as you
fay, ‘they could "give little comfort te children, as they would
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plways have their doubts and fears about haviag fulfilled the
.conditions aright,’ not finding that uprightnefs. in heart and -
foul required., - I believe all the promifes;may be reduced toab-
folute to the gle€t, however apparently conditional they may |
féeem. If, fir, you bad looked forward to Ifa. i. 25. you might_
have found an abfolute promile. .. And I will turn'my bend upon”
2hee, and purely purge away thy drofs, and. take away o{l thy tin,
mpare 26, 27. verfes. Indegd, - fir, the fcriptures are fo
ﬁqngl}t with gbfolute and unconditional promifes, that I can
fcarcely find & chapter in the bible without them. ~Pfal. cx. 3, .
A willing people in a day of power fball come anto_thee, I cannot .
feg the reafon why you oppofe my opinion of the promifes afs
-~ ter. the conceffior. you have made; for you grant that * God

_ hath’ abfolutelx promifed to Tenew atid fanQify the hearts of .
fome finpers.”, Who are thefc fome ? “They are neither. more
nor lefs than the cle@. Or, are they notall them ? The quef- .

" tion after what.you have granted, thould have been.—Are there ,
not both ablolute and conditional promifes? Or, are therg any .
promiles, either abfolute or conditional, of life and falvation
to the nop elet ? Or, can a child of God feed upon 3n  abfos .
lute promife, or take comfort ffom it ? Asto the firlt of thefe

' queftions I have anfwered it a -little above on Ifa. i. 18. As

. to thé fecond, ] am fully of opinien there is not- a promife of
life and falvasion, on any terms, to, the non-eleét as fuch, nor
one word of good news can be bronght to them from the
gofpel,asfuch. No glad tidings for thet there. The curfes - -
of a broken law is only their due, as non-ele®t perfons.  Gal,
jii. jo. Astothethird que[ﬂion.——Did' not Abraham the fathe
er of the faithful feed upon -an abfolute promife ? And may ,
not his children do the fame ? -God faid to him, without any -
condition.—1 awill be your God, and the God of your. feed. And .
Abrabam believed God and it was accounted to bim for. righteoufuefs.
Do you think, fir, that nonge of the children can take comfort .
from this promife ? Nay, they all feed upon fuch abfolute
promifes, Let us, now, look a little back, and fee how the .
children have been led »f’ogwa’td, and we will find them feeding
upon abfolute promifes. Was the gofpel preached by God to
“Adam and Eve in Paradife, or what wasit? He fball bruife thy .
head, and thou [balt bruife bis beel. This is granted to bé a prom- |
ife of a Saviour, and falvation in him, to Adam and a certain
number of his pofterity, even before he begins to. pafs fentence .
‘upon the man and the woman, and in order to keep their eye
fixed upon the promife, and teach them what it meant, he |
feems evideatly, to have inftituted facrifice, at that time, and..
clothed them with the fkins of the {acrificed animals.. This
promife was fed upon by the church all along, and fince that
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time, they ftill ofeted up facrifices as t of Chrift, . till he
hfﬁafcff w,a"s crutified ahg the daily jatnﬁ?@d: tq}z‘d dway.—" .
The b, that was'to bruife the ferpent's licad, was the Shilaah.
that was to cothe, thé virgin's fon, fpoken of by Ifaiah, and &1
thé Praphicrs. ﬂis Bas always been the food of the chureh,
sdd it js with great propriety believed that our primeval parents .
oktained life by this abfblute promife. - R
“Loak to Gen. xH. 2dd fee what is itie tondition theré's and”
tfrainlg there is a protife of life and falvatian to Abrabiani,. -
a#d his Tpirirual Yeedocver. 3. And 1 will buefs them that b1gs.
 thée, bnd cupfe Bim thal curleih theé ; and in éhee Joull all fars-
il¥%s of the earth br bhPd. How can fome of all families of.; -
the carth be bleffed {n'him bue by the Savisar ddfckni{lng.fg?(i‘rf: .
him, accordiog to shi fich, and by thelr, Tike fitm, hoping.a- -
giin®t hope, in the fulfitment of this dblotuté, gkeat and pee- <
cious promife. Did idt Abraham believe this promife ¥ And - ~
can afiy thing be mare abfolute ? This promife is renewed in’
the 17th chap. and Gircumcifion, the feal of Gdds cope- .,
ndar, given uneq him; by which he is‘taked ifito' a covenant |~
of duties : Rill therd.is na-wbrd of a tondition, Afterwards
we find thé fame xin'qond'itiou;l ptamife tenewed Yo lfaag . °
aiid to Jacob witii ‘6ath 3 wherein the Apoitle to the ef}';
brews tells us, that it was bonfirmed by two immutable. thiags [,
wherétn it is igipiffible Por God to lie.” Noah, 2 preachet of ;-
righteoutnéfs, no daubt the righteoufnefs of the Meffiah, had .
this fame covénant of promifc made to himfelf and his feed. .
~ In Gen. xliii. 16. ‘[he ptomife is itill made move plain. Mo- °
- fes and all the prophets have been handing . down abiolute
promifés of this Sgviour, and great falvation, uatil he came
in the Palnefs of tidie 5 s0d if you carefully look over the rt
20& 28 chapters of Luke’s Gofpel, you will find, that the
fhts, of that day, took this 8:viour as at abfolute fulfilment
of ‘the abfolute promnife, and were comforted. Zacherias and
his wife Elizabeth, Mary the mother of our Lotd, Sitheon the
prophet, and Anna the prophetefs, théfe alt rejoice in' the fil- -
filheat of that abfolate promife. T can o s fittle fartber than
you, and Fay ‘with &' Thus Juith fhe Lord, that God neither
makés vain promifes nor threatenings, to hold out to ien, ’
they will every one be falfilled in dué dme. “Nb one good word .
or promife that ever hé hath vhade whether appatently abfolure
or conditional but will abfoutely be fulfilled, if they are not
already. So it s of all the threacenings, they are hot held
oat as bug bears to childrén. ' M3. xxxiv. 15. 8eek ye out of
thie book of the Lord, and read, no oné of thefe fhall fail, none
thall want its mate ; for my mouth it hath commanded, and
his fpirit, it hath gathered them. $o it may be faid both of -
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wie fball come unt> me, &c. ' From your reading cose 33 3 "cojr‘;- :
dition to their getting veft, I fhould conclude, that you thought
that their coming was the caufe of their getting ret. But thei '
is' no merit in coming, therefore, 'this 13 not, thé caufe of their ,
reit. 'This is only to {hew that he means them to come for °
their own good : aad that they thould be willing to be faved to ~
glorify him, not to be damned for that end ; this he does nat
require, this would be inconfiftent with the care we fhould -
have for. our own' fouls, ‘which Chrift enjoins. Your nextis, .
believe in the Lord efar Ch#iff, and thiu fhalt be faved. This,
fir, you make'a promifé with a' condition 3 but, ['prefume, yoy
are incorre¢t in your fentiment hese. This is no promileat :
all, bui a declaration of 4 fak. It informs us who will bé °
faved, viz. belevers alone.  You might as well read John iii. -
16. as 3 promife, which is only a declaration of falts.—God fo -
loved the world, that ke gave bis only begotten Son, that wbhofos’
ever bélieveth in him, fhould not perillr’, but have everlafling life.
This 7s agreed to be nd pramife, but a declaration ‘of what
God hath, 'done, and for what énd he did it. Divines have
difputed whether this fporti;u, cited by you, belonged to the ",
law or the gofpel.” If it is taken as a command, Belicve on
the Lord, Jefys Chrifl, &c. then it helongs'to the Law ; but |
it'as 4 declaration of what God will "do, by his Son, then it *
belofigs to' the Gopel good news.- I cannot fee that there’ is
any promife of life and falvation to the neneled?, in the gofpel ; «
if they will enter intn"/{ﬁ,‘Chﬁ(t' lcads them to the law or
eoverant'of sorks.” 7 L LT

‘In the 24 and 2§ pages of your defence, you have ftrange
doctrine ! "The gofpel, accarding to my idea of it, never carri-
ed glad tidings, ot gook news, to all pesple in the fenfe you feem

" to'infinuate. *See Gurnal’s chrifltian armor on the word gofpels’
Many millions never heard it, and how could it bring good news .
to them, ot bring, to them, life and immortality to light'?” And
of fome that heard it, it wis faid, it ‘was better for that man that
bad never been born.  The truch is that as ta their fpiritual ftate
they are nothing bettered by it. * It founds in their ears, viz.
the law, Curfed is everyone that éontinueth not in all things write
ten in the book of the law to do them. Gal. iii. 10. Can you in-
form the honelet, as fuch, that they may be faved if they

. pléafe ? And who would wifh to be damned ? Not one, but
all with to be faved. I am forry to find you in the Arminian
camp: for an Arminian can agre¢ with all you fay about the
promifes.” « . v ‘

‘I page 25th, you feem to triumph as if you had gained the
ficld, becaule’l admit, that for wife ends, and to put the chil-
dren upon examination, the promifes put on the appearance
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. 6f conditionality. . You add, * by attempting to provethisdo
you npt countera what you fuppofe to.be the defign of this
appearance”} How ? Sir, you thoyld have thewnhow Idofa:

_for 1 do not yet fee it. It is eafy to afk, does nota perlon
counterad or contradi himfelf, or his do&rine ; bat it is of-
‘ten nqt fo ¢afy to thew that he does fo.. K1 did fo, it ﬂe_came

" you tq fhew it, ind not leave a matter of fuch importance to

“anen to find out how, forit,may be, they may ot find it out

“fo eafy as you havedone. Upon this, I might feave the fub.
jo&X till you fhould fhew how I thould countera&t in proving;
or attempting to prove, You fay, o doubt, now I will be ef-
teemed charitable, for I had it in my power to fhew him ins
ridiculous point to view, butI did nat. How tender youarel
But, fir, it cannot be done on this point yet, and, ftill I main.

tain the fame.” The chief reafon, why the children, I fuppofe,
are comforted by the promifes, is, that they may all be reduced
to abfolute, and unconditional 5 yet, they’,re*'oice to fee the
gofpel charaQerifing the children of God. It is faid, Blefed
sre the poor in fpirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. = Bleffe
are they that mourn : for they fball be comforted. Now, though

- thefe are often taken for promifes 3 yet, they are rather declar-
ations, made to comfort the childzen in times of trouble: ora
charallerifing of them. Here the examination will run thus.
A [ {piritually poor, or do I fee myfelf to be fo? Am I one
of the mourners of Zion, that fhall be comforted? Am I mourn.
ing for the afliCtions of his Jefeph ? Am 1 meak, lowly, and
feif-denied 7 Am I hungering and thirfling after righteoufnefs;
that I may be filled, ot do I tee my own righteoufnefs o' be but as

Jlthy rags ? Do fee any need of being clothed upon with the
low magnifying rightecufne(s of the divine Fefus ? Am I longiog
for purity and uprightnefs of heart ? Am I for peace, and the
peace maker ? Then wpon finding fuch charaters in one’s felf,
he can read thefe declarations of the God of mercy, concern-,
ing fuch eharaQers, and not be afraid, but pérfevcte to the end
ftedfaft in che faith, as he has promifed that none fuch thall fi-
nially perilh, nor be overcome » for I would not be fuch, except
the Lord by his Spiritand grace had been at work in my foul.
Surely fuch a mede will give as much comfort, as if he had
looked upon all thefe tobe conditional promifes ¢ to ook at all,
a declaration of God’s mir.d and will, to people of fuch and fuch
sharallers. . I do not yet, fir, fec any contradiion in declar-’

ing that thefg is falvation offered to men and finners, of Adam’s’
family, wherever we go, and that he died. for the elect only, al-
though they are but a part of the world. Many are :qlled', but
ew are chofen, fays Chrift ; and yet thefe chofen men will affpr-.
edly be made willing in a day of pewer.  The election bath obtain.,

’,
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* #d it; ond 1he rift woeve Biinded. ' So, a8 the tares and thé wheat
" "are growing togetherin the world,and I believe will do fo while
‘men dreinit ;3 it is bur incumbent duty to make a declaration
'of Gdd’s mind and wil concerning the way of falvition, wheth-
“er men willhéar of Forbear, as we know not the ore f,{om’ the
““other.” Yet, Chrift's fheep will hear, an‘doﬁ?‘;v but thé other,
- the goats, will reject to their fhame and difgrace, 'There is,
fir,a migl'lpy fufs made, by you, on account of miy ufing a homg
ly phraze about fin, which has been ve 'f,rcquently ufed by
‘Scotch divines, never that I know of, cavilled at before | Trud,
1 faid men mutt come to Chrift weary-and heavy laden, with
‘all their fins their back ! Admiration, what an unhallowed
expreifion § I'f Did you not, fir, know what was meant ? If
‘you did, why punupon a word fo much P Did you never ufe
" an improper word to convey your idea # No, it would be trea«:
fon to fay youdid; yet, I have heard fome punning upon fome
_ expreflions, 38 more improper than this, in bath your perform-
ances, there is then room for tetaliation § but iydffdain fuch
paltry fhifts. Does not every awakened finner feel fin tobe &
eavy load ? Chrift fpeaks of it as fuch, Math, xi. 25. &e. _Al- .
low it to be fo, and where do men generally bear 3 heavy bur-
then, while in the body, is it npt on their back # And what can
~ be theevil to ufe a fimilitude taken from fuch things ! Np, fay
" you, it is feated in the heart / S
"Sir, when alting the cxiticz‘you fhould have fpoken like 4 -
philcfopher; for itis as philofophically faife, that it is feated
m the beart, in the litteral fenfe of the word, 38 to fay, that
it is'placed upon the back. I¢s feat, 1 prefume, is_the whole
foul and body, per votum : But after fome punning you ceine-
o know what I meant. * What good getiius led you out of the'
difficilty 7 'When you have found it out you endeavour td
make it appear ridiculous, and you are bold enongh to affert
it to be an unfcriptaral fentiment, and fay that the *ferip-
tures, it is belicved; are not guilty of fuch abfurdity.” There
is nothing abfurdin the fcriptures, I acknowledge ; yet, 6it,
T fuppofe they teach all that I intended, viz. That we werg
to come weary and heavy laden, with' a burden of fin'to
‘Chrift, who {ays, Come unfo me, all yé that aré weury and'
“beavy aden, and I will give you reff. It is not faid, Cafl yway
yout load of fin and guilt, original and a@ual, and I will give’
you reft from your heavy ‘burthen, you having difpofed of*it’
yourfelf.. You, fir; and thé Arminian, féem to fpeak the
fame fertiment. He-fays; Loath fin, and leave fin and come
unto ChriRt, and he will give you reft. You'fay, make you &
new heart, wath yo mﬁe ‘you clean, and come to Chrift and -
he will' cleanfe ‘you; after  yoir heve done it yopifelf | How,
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R, was the prieit to do’ with the fins of the people inder the
Jenw, was he to leave them all before he camie to the altar and
facrifice? or, was he to bring and confefs them over the facri- .
Sce and {cape goat? I believe, he wis to bring, and confefs '
them all over it. -You.fpeak asif wwe would be for bringi
men to Chritt without grace. This is not trae, fir, for Chrit = | i
fays,: None dan come unto me except the Father awhich both fent me . ~
draw bim:. Solomon fays, My fon, give me thy heart. He does
not fay, make a new heart and I will teke iz5 but give it fuch
#s. it 15, and you.(hall' have a new one, fays God. Jer. 3i.

‘Heb. 8, Compare Math. xi. 25. I think I never faw Arminian-

ifm more clearly taught thanin the a9th page of your defence.
But the do&rine of the Bible I take to be this, Come to bim poib
and Mmifiradle, wretched, and blind and naked, as you all are by
matares lok and undone fininers, caff into the open field to the ’ ,

* loathing of their own perfont ; like the prodigal fon, naked, or in

rags, may, juft asweare! Itisfuch that Chrift counfely to -
comt and buy of him fine gold, that they may be #ich, white raiment

that they may be clothed, that vheé fhame of their nakednefs may nat
appear, awd eye falve, that they may Jee.  Rev. iii. 18. This i§ the:

yvay we are to come, however ridiculous we may appedr in your

cyes., We are convineed of our need, ahd thit he is a fuitable
Saviour, fo we are brought to Chrift forall. Heis 4¥ arid inull,

to believers. True; .men are bid to-repent and be converted §

but dpes this belorg to the law, or to the gofpel? Or, being
cilled to believe 4nd repent, that our fins may be blotted out:.

is this any.mo‘re than 4 declaration of the benefits of thefe to

. whiom the'grace of repentance and faith are given, that their,

fins fhall be blotted out ? It is alfo (aid, Waf jou, make ge cleany
pruit away the evil of your doings, and fuch like expreflions. Yet,
it"id generally, by all but Arminians agreed, that this belongs”
to the law, and not to the gofpel. Or, that itis only a morive’
td induce the'children to go on and peffevere in fan@ification.
work. Yes, fir, it is faid caft away from you all your trangref.,
fions. But, where thall we caft them? Are we not like the,
ptictt of old, to caft themh upon’ Chrift the antitypical fcape
goat ! By confefling them over the head of him that came to ‘
besxr thearall away from us irito the land of forgetfulnefs. It v
is: wifo; faid, Make you a negv beart, and a new fpirit : is not this,
in gofpel languege, to look to him for that new heart and 'one' :
fpirit which he promifed to give freely withott money and- y
without price ' You fay, itis not to come with fuch'a heart, and o
fuch a {pirit as ye now have ; but make ye a neiv beart and neaw

irit. Here it muft be granted, cither that itis in the power AR
of the creature to make this new heart &c. or, then the condis~ N
tion:of your golpel is nm’eafonéblg :. for you cannot do whas:
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is required, and he will not, and then damnation is the confe:
‘quence.  If .this de&trine. of yours, is not Armiuiani{m I pev-

cr faw it. I look upon all fuch expreflions as thefe, culled out
by you, to belong to.the law, and not to'the gofpel : and, I
fear, if you ftay away from Chrift till you make you a rreww bearty
and do all thefe things, you will never come to him. As you
look upoh our made of cothing to Chrift ridiculous, I will fhew

ou the way Calvinifts think of, in the an{fwer of that queftiod.
in the thorter Catechifm.. What is effeCtualcalling, Anfwer..
EffeQual calling is the work of God’s fpirit, convincing us of
our fin and mifery, enlightening our minds in the knowiédge of
Chrift, renewing our wi//s he doth perfuade, and enable us to.
embrace Jefus Chrift, freely offered to us in the Gofpel. If
you are agreed with this opinion we need not contend 3 if noe.
we cannot agree. Therefore, from the whole reafoning you
bave in this chapter, I conclude that you leave a great part of
the work of man’s falvation in the power of the creature, and’
fo lcave him fome room to boaft ; or then you reflet upon the
jufltice of God : or, laftly, that Chrift has a fmall part in the
falvation of man.  Yet be is the author and fimifber of our faith— .
4l and in all, unto belicvers, 1 fhould cheerfully fpend a lit-
tle time on thefe three things, but left the work fliculd be pro<’
lix I debft at prefent. : ' -

: A fbort Converfatiori on the Fourth Chapter.

Wor. There is, yet, another important queftion which
fhould be confidered duly, on which you feem to take:the,
wrong fide, and thereby caft refletion on the perfetions o
Goud and plan of falvation, as if it were partial and defe&tive.
'Fhe queftion is, whether there be any difficulty in the way
of the finner’s falvation, but what i found in‘his own heart g ;
Had there no atonément been made, then there had been an’ .
infuperable difficulty in the way of the finner’s falyation on
God’s part——but it hath been thewn thatthisdifficulty isentirely .
removed, Atonement has been made for all and every indi-
vidual of Adam’s family equally-~hence I'conclude it is man’s
own fault if he is not Taved. 1

- Gib. That I have often taken the wrong fide of a queftion, -
and been forry for it afterwards, may juitly be Co’nfcﬂ'e'gi"’ but
that I have done fo in the prefent cafe I am not yet convinced 3-:
and, if it-can be fhewn that the fide which I have taken would
caft the fmalléft reflc&ion upon the glorions perfedtions of Gody -
or the plan of falvation devifed by him, I would reuounce  it’
at once, being certain it was wrong 5 but’ F cannot believe-
that the former is the cafe, or that the latter has been done,

fo I bave not yet changed my fide. “You,fir, grant that thers .
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* js an infuperable difficulty in the way, if a compleat atonement®
has not been made for all, on God’s part—You take it for’

gnnted that you have proven, that this difficulty is removed 3

ut this, fir, is but 3 petitis principii, for although you think

that.you have proven this, I & many others think the contrary.
That there is a compleat atonement made, is not difputed ; but
that it is not for all and every individual, only for the ele&t,
) ¢ l%lly belieye and have egdeavoured to prove from fcripture,
reafon, the opinions of able divines, and from fafts. Now,’
from what you have conceded yourfelf, there is an infuperable
difficulty on the part of God in the way of all thofe for whom'
the atonement hath not been made. I have fhewn that it was’
made for the fheep only, not for the goats. I then conclude’

my fide to be right. Is it not fair to draw this conclufion .

fince it has often been proven before cither you or I wereon
she field, that Chrift has laid down his -life for a part only,
and not the whole of the human family. This was the will
of God and defign of Chrift, that he ‘fhould liye, fuffer and.
die for the fheep only, and not for the goats ; thefe latter were
never defigned to be [aved, and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. The eleftion hath obtained it and the reft twere blinded.
He will have mercy on whom be will have mercy, and swbom be
will be bardeneth.—Rom. gth—He is faid to ?ave power cver
she clay of the fame lump to make one veffel to Bomory and another

- fo difbonor. That there is difficulty enough within every man

g0 keep him back from this duty ig granted ; but were God
difpofed to remove this it would be removed. Yet, I cannot

_ fnn; that this is the only difliculty, there is ftill more—Sa

cannot agree with that expreflion, *if any man be not faved
it is his own fault.” Was it his faplt that an atoning facrifice
was not offered for him ? that the gofpel was never preached
to him, ag has been the cafe with many, and {o he, “or they,
could not belieye. Try how your rule would work the other
—if any man be faved it is his own merit! If you, fr,
Rartle at this fentiment, you muft change your mode of ex--
preflion, for men will conclude in this maiiner and take glo-
7y to themfelves. ' ’ '
" Wor. You have faid “there is not one word of the whole
fentence true,” and you have fuppofed fome difficulties ftan.
ding in the way which I ihall thew not to be ftanding in the
way. Such as firft, the want of a faving faith ; and this is

no difficulty, in reality, but what is in ourfelves ; we have all

evil hearts of unbelief; and this is all that ftands in the way.
And you make no diftin€ion between moral and natural ina-
dility : you fay all Adam’s pofterity being dead in trefpafles,
and fins, are no more capable to do any thing to procure their
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ows falvation, than a man really dead.is capable to walk ; aad:
this inability, in regard to faith, you fuppofe eatirely excufes.
Yet, in other cafes fimilar, you will not excufe them becaufo.
they loft their ability in Adam. There can be no compar-.
ifon between men morally dead, and thofe. that.are natusally.
dead.—And, belides, I fuppofe that. man loft this ability to, be<
lieve in Chrift as a,Saviaur, for himfelf, as rauch by ‘Adam,.
as any other thing |- So it is their own evil hearts which. phe~y
vents their belicving, and nothing elfe. o .

Gib. Having with as much candor as poffiblg attended to;
the contents of this fourth chapter of your defence, I, cannps,

fee. that found -and.folid reafoning. which might: be expefted,

from a man in youy. flation—it is mugh. more plaufihle thap,
fubftantial 5 yet I.de not. think myfelf warranted-to. overlook,

it altogether, ' 1 ftill chink that fantence.from. the conclufions; .

which would be drawn therefrom unwarraptable. I with you;
had removed entirely thefe. difficuitics, which 1 fuppofed o.be.
flanding in the; way, as you propofed, to. my fatisfallipn, for I,
flill prof¢fs to be'in.quelt of truth,.I had: come. over ta youw,
fide and acknowledged my errpr.3 but as thisisinet done, I
am bound ta:defend my fentiment. The whole.amount. of;

your.reafoning will turn upon,this queftion — Whether. Adam_ -

ag.oyr reprefentative, in the covenant of works; had and ldft.
for his pofterity.a fawing. fajth, or in other words, the faizh of;
God’s ele@ ¢, The pofitive of this, by your reafoning, yon feem
tp hold ;. as for me, I hold the. negarive, in oppofitien bethy
to you and 3 nejghbouring Clergyman, from whom begter,
things might have been expeted.  The plaufbilicy of your,
‘aggments I acknowledge, and. that you hav:. fet.your fide of
the argument in as clcar a point to view as’it will bear 5 yet
notwithffanding all this you. do not teach conyiQion.. Thas

. Adam aeither had, nor loft, a faving faith, for. ug, Lbelieve 3

nor, indeed, had he apy need far it in the ftatjon in which he;
ftood.in that covenant. It is readily. granted, tha¢ Adam bes.
ing made. perfe@®, and having a perfeQ Jaw, given him to obeyy
was bound to believe whatevgr God had: revealed -to him,. og
would reveal to him in that ftate ; alfo, that he was capaple
believing every fuch revelation as. Ggd fhould, fee fis to revea
to him, either for his own or his pofterity’s happinefs-by. the:
covenant of works, fer this covenan;, required a diviae, ration.,
al faith 5 but. it was bothiinconfiftent with his ftation, at thag
time, under that covenant, and alfo upneceffary that fuch a
revelation fhould be mad= until the covenant of works was*
byoken, and man loft thereby, Hence it would be.abfurd to .
fay, that Adam had and lo& a faving. faith for us, which hag

the Lord Jefus Chrift for it’s obje@, in all his,offces.. This
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wae kept 2 fecrtt inithd divine mind Gl after the fall ~Yet,.
ia my opinion, he had all that you think neceffary to falvation,
if all that is neceffary is to believe Chrift, as yon feem to in-
finuate 3 for you can fee no difference between believing -
Chrift. wad believing in Chrift. Isthere no difference between
belioving the Apofiles, and believiag in the ApoRies ? Wpon'
this footing with the Mother of Harlots, we would have me-
diators innumerable.. I grant it is man’s fault, that he is in-
need of falvation, and it might with much-more propricty be
faid, that all that are damned, are condemned for their ewn:
fanlts, viz. for thair fin-original-and actual ; but the reverfe.
will-not. hold, that they. are faved for their own righteoufnefs
o5 good deeds.. What-did- the clect do to recommend them,
te god before they were chofen, more than others ? Nothing.
1 grant that Adam conld have believed whomfoever God would
fend ; {o that meén will be jultly damned for unbelief. The.
. amount of the whole weule{ be this ; ase .any able to comply
with thefe reafonable terms you fpeak of, without divine fu-
pernatural grace 2 QOr, are all as you grant, morally dead in.
trc{pafles and fins ! Then this being the cafe, what good thing
oen-they do that will be acceptable to God, or to recommend
them to him ? Can they arife from the dead that Chrift may:
give them life ? Or, has not God abfolutely promifed to raife:
them up out of their graves, for his own name’s fake ? Ezek.,
%7. .. Jndeed, it may be reafoned, does not God require of us, -
aith in.Jefus Chrift, repentance unto life, &c. in order ofef-’
caping his wrath and cusfe, &c. And how could he require
this if. Adam had it not and. loft it not for us ? Granted,
without thefe none will ever be faved ; but does he not alfo-
require ancy heart and a new fpirit, and had the firR Adam
the Spirit of Chrifly and this neaw beart, and loft them for us | |
Yes, fir, he requires all thefe, but he hath alfo uncondition-
ally promifed them. . By grace are ye faved through faith, and
that not of yourfclves, it is the gift of God. See Zach. xii.
. 10. In that day I will pour out upon the koufe of Fudah and

Frrufalem a - fpirit of grace and fupplication.; and they fball look
spon. se. whon they have pigrced, and mourn for him, &c.

You fay, fir, *“that I make no ditinQion betweena moral
and gatwral ability.or inability, between the want of a difpofi-
ttan.and .the. want of an opporturity, to do what is required.” ’
Your reafon for this conclufion is becaufe I have faid that man
being now, by nature, morally dead, is no-more capable to do -
any thing morally good or.acceptable in the fight of God, than
. adead man is to arife and walk, of himfelf. And, yet,. you -
confefe that man is morally dead in trefpaffes and fins! That
- thereiis a real differen€e between moral and natural ability is
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not difputed ; but may therebe no fimilitude drawn between -
~ the one & the other becaufe they are not fmilar in all things }
On this footing you would deftroy all parables, or imilitudes
for none of them are fimilar in all things. If they were, then
they would identify and becorie the fame thing, and ceafe to-
be a fimilitude. In the fenfe fuppofed, there is a fimilarity. —
The one can perform po phyficala@ion, and the other can per:
form no a&ion morally geod ov acceptable : and this isall that
was intended : that man in a natyral Rate can do nothing "
te procure hisown falvation. This fentiment you have gtant=-
ed often, and it is wonderful you thould here contend. - We

- ate told, of durfelves ewe can do hothing—Wie ate not capable

even to think a good tbﬂgbt of -ourfelves, ~much lefs thantodo s
good work’: for, it is God that worketh in us poih to will andte-
do of bis own good pleafure. Although every regenerate man,
with grace in exercife, has no difficpity in receiving this fenti-
raent ; yet, you card and tirn it over and oveg, in order to.
fhew it’s abfurdity, until you bewilder yourfelf, and fpeak in-
confiftently 1 falling to vour former trade of ufing fimilitudes,
which would level the Greator to an equality with the creature.
- A poor work for a teacher in Ifrael | You {uppofe, ¢ that the
law does adtually require a fan to walk, at fome times,—but
fhould he murder himfelf, does the law require he fhou
walk” ? I anfwer, it does, fir, and were it poffible that men
could find him, they would ¢ither make him walk, or punifh
hiapfor nct walking.. So until you can find that man has the
difpofal of his own life, and may live ar dic as he lifts, you muft

. grant this, hence, the laws of every civilized nation thew con-
tempt to the {clf-murderer, anid will cither not fuffer him a .

burial, or, then not fuffer it among Chriftians. Now if men
follow with punifhment fo far as they can follow the perfon’
guilty of fuicide, when will the race of Adam be out of God’s
reach, that have deftroyed themfelves, that he may not demand
obedicnce from them, or punifh for difobedience ? But, behold
your conclufion, p. 31.* Jult fo if men were under an inabili--
ty of the fame nature with refpe&t to any, orall aéls of obedi-
ence, they could no longer be required” } Strange doéirine {
Doces any man in the exercife of his fober fenfes believe this ?
Do you believe it yourfelf ¢ Look at the tendency and effelt
_which this do@ine would have, if believed, both on the civil
and religious world,  Suppofe your lawful fcrvant entrufted
with your property fhould fquander it away on harlots and ri-
otous living, and that by fuch condu@, he had difabled hira-
felf to make reftitution, have you no right to demand it, ot

- have him punithed for his wicked condu@? Surely the law

will fecure you this right. Now until men are gone where -

e e e S L
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God cannot Bad them out, he has fill a full fight fo démand
# compleat and perfe& obedience to all the Moral Law.. You,
fir, teach men a fhort way of getting rid of obligation both to
God and man : let them only difable themfelves for doing du:
:ﬁm none can be required! ‘This was an early do&rine of
e Arminnan fchools, you have not; even, the honour . of the
tavention. Yourwhole reafoninig on this.article is only foph-
iftty, and fetting up a few blinds to keep men_from vﬁartlinlg‘
at your novel doétrine,and to make them defpife a Deity fuc
28 you reprefent to them; that had: decreed and chofen a num-
ber of the heman family only to falvation, and a way to bring
that guilty, chefen company to Chrift, whom he fent to work
equally for all,.or to fuffer and die for all equallys bue
yet-he will not draw them .all equally to Chrift to be
partakers of the benefits of his purchaes nor give his fpirit or
grace to them ; nor even ever let many of thern know that -
there was fuch a Saviour, and yet will damn thein eternally bev
eaule they.did not believe in this Saviour of whom they had
dever hicard. . Will the heathen parts of the world, that have
never heatd of, this Saviour be damned for not believing in this
Saviour { I believe not.  To be'a little- more confiftent, you
‘may deny the do&rine of ele&tion altogether and pat all on arf
equal footing every way. Or, can you fay that it is in the
power of any but the elet to be faved ? Have you not told us
often shat nome elfe cdn be faved ? You will have to take an-’
other draught at the Arminfan_foantain and theh yoa can {ay
that thiey are chofen becaife of forefeén faith and good works.
Until you ¢ither: do this, or come over to the Calvinift fide, -
you will be inconfiftent with yourfelf and hold up a fyftem of
mockery to the greater part of mankind. Your fifppofition
that Adam loft-a faving faith for himfelf and us is ridiculous.
Geod will be juft and the jutifier 6f him that believeth in Jefus g
Juf, and yet the condemner of the wicked, without acknowl-
edging that Adam loft for us power to receive Chrift in all his
offices, a8 our own: Saviour. - We all know that if God had
willed the falvation of the nonele&, chofen them to itdnd giv-
en:them a faving faith, they would have beén faved, as well -
as others, and whether it may be deterfnined that the want of
all this lays any difficalty in the way of thent that afe not fav-
ed, extra fe, let wifer men determine, and better cafuifts ; for
I never defire to fay, with fomne, that-God is the author of fin.
- "Lo elofe up what I have to fay on'this chapter, youfeemto mif.
apprehend the plan of both the covenants. I fhall then give
2::: my o‘PmmP of them both.  God fet up Adam, at firft, as
the reprefentative of all his pofterity, and gave him fufficient

péwer to fulfil all the condition of the covenant” of works, and
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if he ftood and fulfilied the whole canditien, which was.petforie
al, perfect and unremitting obedience, then all his pofterity
wotld have been confirmed in happinefs, and put -out of the
reach of falling from that blefled ffate, they would have becs, als
1o, in due time, tranflated to everlafting blefedaefs, in heavem;
&c. But, upen bis failure, he and al mgu poiterity were to ba
banithed. Paradifc, and from the gracious peefence of God, and
ever have itin their powes to obtain happinefs by that coves
mant but be liable to death natntal, fpiritual and etcrnalsg
but that after this plan thould be thut up, or -way te heavem
clofed ¢ God, from all everlafling, had. laud a plan of faving &
part of the fallen family, chofen’in Chrift befose .the founda<
tion of the world, by fending his own Son; .in our oatyre;: bo
reprefent the elect only, to take up that cevenant where Adany -
laid it down, that he might beth glvc that full and mkato-e
bedience which Adam fhould have given, and fatisfy jn&nce far.
the offence committed, by fuffering what was, at lealt, equiv-
alent in value, to their fuffering through etetnity, and thes
fatisfy divine juttice for them all: allo, God had deterinined:
to fend his fpirit to put us in pofleflion of the purchaled re--
iempnon, fan&ify and mzkcus happy in the full znlopmt of‘.

od to ail cternity,

As foon as this plan was proppfed to the Son of God, ln

~ heartily approves of it and fays, Lo ! I come- ta- da thy will, O

Gad, which was o defiray fin, the work of the Dewil, by wking,
it out of the way, or by beazing the guilt of the Gne of them,

. that were given to him, called bis ele&, his. ficep, bis Clurcd,.

kis bady, &c. Jn confequence of which it.is faid,. The Lord 1
well pltafad Jox, bis righteoufnefs fake ; for he hath magnified the.

Jow, and myde it bonorable. Thc Father declares, that in this’

his ouly begotten Son, he is well pleafed., The apoftie des -
clares him, on, this account,. to be a reconciled Gody &ic. - Oa .
this account, God can be truly faid §o fearch for fin) and nofte™
is to be found among the eleét. Jt is well knows that the .
prielts, under the law, prayed for all thole for whom they of- ..
fered {acrificg, and they, were types of Chu{t, we alfo how,,
that he prayed. for the eleét only. John xvii. Thie clearly ,
fhews us, that the defign of the whole plan was, that #he eles- -
tion /baul,d obtain it, and the yef} he given up to the: bardnefs of ;

* their own hearts, to walk in' their own ways.

1 HERE remark that had it beea the will of God that hiﬂ

* Son thould have come into the world, and fuffered, and:died,.’

for all men_equally, ane. of two things muft infalkibly be the .
cafe—viz. Either, that ;};cr; would have been no.certainty of -
the falvation of any, and all would have been fufpended upon -
the fleeting, will of’ tl;c creature,, she imperfeid cmlum,ni :

L o M“’kk .M
‘CP"‘V,M"_ ——
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Chrilt might have fuffered and died, md never have trought
one fon unto glory ; or, then if he died for all equally, all
muft be faved infallibly, and then hell would be depopulated
at once, as to the luman family. I fee noalternative. Inall
Juft teafoning one of thefe ides muft be admitted by you, or you
muft hold up s {yftem of mockery to rhe world, if yeu donot a-
gree with the Calvinift. Let us view the firlt, that Chrift came
at a venture & enfured the falvation of one: 4s this plan wore
shy of bim that is wifdom itfelf ? To come to do that which,
§n the end, might be labor ia vain ? I believe it is not. 2. The
fovereignty of God would not have been manifefted in this
plan, which is fo conlpicuous in all his other works both of
greation and providence 3 alfo it would never have been evi-’
dent that he defigned the falvation of any. 3. It would as
once deftroy the doQrine of eleQion, which isa fcripture doce
trine, and which you feem to hold, in which, you muft ac-
knowledge, that the life and falvation of-the theep, or cleét,
sre fecured.  In one word it would be dethroming God and

iving his throme to the creature. Let us give God the glory.
" The other plan, gpon due examination, will appear equally
unfcriptural and abfurd, for we know that there are fome in
hell already, from the doéirine of Chrift and the Apoftics.
Inftance the parable of Dives and Lacarus, which clearly
teaches that fuch as Dives were in hell. Befides, in the final
fentence, Chrift will fay to them on his left hand, Depart
from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the
Devil and gics angels. 'We are told, that 4bey bave no reff day
wor mght. That the fmoke of their torment afcendeth forever and
wwor: That the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.—

"This alfo would oppofe the fovereignty of God, and the doc-
trine of abfolute and perfonal ele@ion 5 likewife, would ens
courage wickednefs, and be antinomianifm with a witne{s, as
weH as counteract your own doéirine.  From all which I con-
clude you will be more confiftent to drop the Univerfalifts
altogether, and come over to the Calvinift {cheme. the only
one ¢lear of abfurdities and inconfiltencies, which exhibits
LChrift as laying down his life for the ele& only, and purchals
ing all things veceflary to put us in the full poficilion of the
fame. He puschafed eternal redemption for us.

. 4 ot Dialogue on Chapter §th, concerning Unbelicf.

 Wor. Sir, you deny that unbelicf is a fin ; but I can fhew
:(.wbe exceedingly finful, both from reafon and friptuse.—

u.this you fpeak confiftent with ycur own idea of the atoner
ment 3 but contradiftory of the bible, which exhibits unbe-
Hef a8 yery beinoss. You ﬂ\%-'l thet Adam as cpvenapt head
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helther had nor could ofe a faving faith for us s but T csg
thew that he had faith, and that by that covenant he wae
bound to belteve in a Saviour fo foon as God was pleafed to
reveal him, though I confefs he never exercifed it while he
flood, but was to be in need of it whenever he felt, and there.
fore had it before he fe. This I can illultrate by a fimiti
tade. While Adam was in innocency he had ne opportenis

-ty of exercifing the duty of a parent to children. - But the

moment he became a parent, the fame law, under which he
was originally placed, required him to difcharge the dutics of
a parent.. Aad juft fo, the moment that a Saviour was re-
tealed, the fame law required him to exercife faving faith.—
This is but a rational faith, and you acknowledge that men
will be condemned for alting snreafonably. Hence unbelief
is, indeed, exceedingly finful | ! ! '

" ‘Gib. Here, fir, you have prepared your man ofﬁraw,'b;lﬂo :

ed him up, and hid him upon your fleor 3 but the corn you
will briag off him, wilt make you lirtle bread, | prefume ; as,

. if it be proven that the atonement is particular ¥hd no: unie

verfal, which 1 prefume I have done, you fhould conclude me
right and have ne charge 3 alfo, go upon the footing that
there is no difference betwesn believing Chrift, and believin

~ in him, which is not true, as will appear. Here, fir, I fir

- fiony or looking at t

deny pofitively your aflertion, viz. That ever I faid, direétly

- or indire&ly, that unbelief was nofin. It is enly by taking s

fuperficial view of my arguments that you draw this eonclu.
Kem with a prejudiced eye, which draws
falfe conclufions from the premifes laid dewn. You take
premifes to draw your conclufions from which weré necver
granted. 1&. That I affert or hold - that Adam-had no faith,

- eonfequently deny him to be a rational beinﬁ. _2d. "That there
avi

s no difference between a rational and a faving faith, which
I will not grant. Then you lay- it down, as a firlt prirciple,
that- Adam really “ had and loft a faving faith for ns, a8 much
as any other thing ;” this will- not be admitted until proven,
which; it is believed, cannot be done. I have already ac+
knowledged unbelief to be a fin, and the very worft fin pofe
fible, which in its moft aggravating circumltanaes, ameunts to

 the fin againf the Holy Ghoft ; and if there is .need of :

more than you have faid, to convince men that unbelief is fin- ~
ful, I could adduce many arguments, befides what you haye
breught, to fhew its hinfuluefs, both from fcriptureand reafon

“though you fhould cr{'om -of my inconfiftevcy. 2d. 1 'wi
¢

readily acknowledge, that my expreflions, on that ﬁ:bjaﬂf,fsrﬁ
not fafficiently guarded, in the fermon, to fall into yous hands

&nd many osherss who widh to pervert my. reafoning, to make
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fae sppear.ridicnlous: .. 1 Ghould bave added, Av 10 v1en "con- .
ey fromthiv dhot Dotre iy no fin in. ynbeligf. 3d. Could I
thisik ithas I had given-any jull ;greund o soy to draw fuch a.
cenciuGon frads my. thede of exprefing myfelf, I thould not -
only be wery forry, but abhar my own.condudt,. and with all
{pecd sontfadick it a8 publicly as-1 had exhibited it, - I acepunt.
it may ‘henor so diflapprove. of myfelf in.chat or any.other thing
wierfin I am wrong. . No maan thdt has a love to, ar magy
rianimity for trath; but would do fo. . Therefore, if I-have.
deopt any-expretfion thet. would give juft ground to wny o
180k updn. uhbelief 43.n0 fin; { now .inform them that I difep-
provie of fach expreflions, and am certain shat fuch cannot be
holdig abe  fosm of faund wurvrds commanded by the apoftle &
bit D teargely belicove -that any finprajugdiced perfoun can canv.
didly read-over my fermon and draw fuch a gonclufion. I cese:
thinly.grant ¢hat men are bound -to believe whatever God-is:
plealed to,reveal,: and that:becanfe they are rational beings,
defcended from Adam.. The meosal law-binds us ter believe:
Gud; and whomifdever-he fhall autheritively ferd to reveak
his will aiid our-duty. This is certainly granting the finfulw

- mels-of unbelief. The Jews and Gentilas bave both faffered

. feverelyAfor thisdin, and are fuffering for it at this day. - Thia
is the fin-for which the wotld is peftered with falle teacheres
in.owe day; beanufe they did rut Jove to-retain God ip their §aowin
odgr; ox joknowledgment of hith. $o I agree that.agcording.
ro firipture, xeafon, 8 common fenfk, unbélief is exceedingly:

_fimful.. T fhall never contend with you about this point. Yet,
fir, I make a great diftin&ion between a faving and a rationat
faithc - So doesithe Apoftle James.” Thow belteveft sbat thers
& one Gody .theu docft well s the Devils alfe believe and tramble,
Its.noe every fuith, that-is faving faith, or the faith of Gaod’s
ele@. - Many writers fpeak of four kinds of faith, three of
which is.dended to be faving, vig: an hiftorical faith, a tem=

' zni\y faith, and the faith of miracles, which are not a faving

ith. - The devil, no.. doubt, believes sbat. God. fent his owun,
§o8 irdlo theworld, i out natute—that he is. the {ccond Adam,

,#nd head of the covenant of grace—that he came to fave fine

nels of Atdam’s familyawthat all doy . whom ihe died will bgr
- fawed —and that one of Adam’s family. -that.believes in,
him will:be faved by {x
faith.: Did:not the encmy believe the wovds which Chri
" fpake; but:did he cver belitve in him'as his own Saviour ? No,
hedid net. A faving faith appropriates Chrift in .all :his of-,
fices and receives-him a5 made of (God, unto:the perfon’s felf,, *
Wifdom, as = Prephet, Righteoufnefs, as-a Prieft, and Sanc-
tification-and cempleat Redemptionyas a King. Every ra-,

im. But all this comes thort of a f;ving ‘
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tional man, that hac objeQive revelation, Isae it io his power:
to believe that Chrift is the Saviour, that God ‘hath appointed «
that by him and no other, can mien be favedy thathd 18 offcred':
to men and (aners, and-that he his need of this Saviour as
well as others : alfo, that all that come unto him for {alvation, -,
oh his own terche, will be faved by him. - After sl chis if chey !
reje& him, of neglet to apply to him, as fuch, may we mot !
fay that; at the latt day, they will be lefc inexcafsbiei - Your:
sllowiang that Calvinilin exculcs for unbelicf,! becaufe we will
got allow the aniverfality of the dtonement, we deny. . Yousy
grgument, on this head, againft &3, would bear as hard sgainft!
urfclf, as againft us while you hold the .do&rineof eleétton. :
or, if your argument againft me had any weight, theén, ifthe.
nonele&t believe that Chrift - will' not fave them, becaufe
they were not ele@ed, if they did come unto him, shey would, .
secording to yout srgument, be only believing a trathy: and:
would not be finfulor condemned for it. - Here,.fiv,.you fur-
#ifh your opponent with anather argument. Ts this wifdom 2
But perhaps you will fag vou cin:free your fide of ¢his objec--
tion ; for they tan neverfay, that they are ot clécted nntil-
they rejeét the Saviotir ; fo can we, that they can never fay he:

- died not for them uatil they trample under . foot the biwd: of thet

evenant and dcceunt it an unbely thing. The atonement was
made for mien and finners, ani fecret things befong .wnmw th-
Zord. * Node can believe that Chrilt died - for himfeif, in par—
ticular,-until he is pleafed: with him and his (alvatien3. nory
the contrary, iintil he reje@s him as a Saviedr. You fay,
“ there is o fin in flayinginway until we have cvidence that:
€hritt interids to fave ourfelves, in particular™! - Canjou; brg
as you allow che atonemerit to be univerfal, tell all, whereves
you come,“that Chridt intehds to fave all mankihd ? If he;daes;
what will hinder him to acconiplith his intentron 1 Is it wane
of powar of the obftinacy and perverfe will ofthe creature ?
In power he is omnipotent; and fuys, My counsil fonil fand;
ond [ will do il my pleafsre. As to' the creatures; all-are.
oqually perverfc and obltinate, if this fRands in theway of oneg
i the fenfe you fuppofe, it ftands in the way of all, for God
#8 no refpeQer-of perfons, but loves all cqually. .As to the
text which you fayrs mifquoted, and.perverted, it was not i
troduced to prove that unbeliefis no fin, as you fay ; I have
fhewn already that I did not intend this 3 but what is.very
different from what you fuppofe. I need therefore: make ne
remarks upon it, asit is certainly the duty. of all that haves
fating faith, to fir up the gift of God within them, and have it
in exercifeemFor, it i required according to that a man beth, -wet
wevording to that he-bath nat, if there b firfi o willing mind. - -;
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#or. But.you fippofe, that Adar had not o faving falth,
s otfr. seprefcatative, and: cobld not lofe it.  Alfo, that thers
is a differgnee between belicving Chrift, atid believing in him 3
whreas he both had and loft 'a faying faithy as much as any
other thing 3.and I fee no toam fona diRinQion hetween believ+
ing ChriR-and believing in him. - Here you greatly err.

Gib. I is granred at once-that while Adam ftood he had no
oppertenity of -exercifing the duty of a-patent, and that by
wirtpe of the Jawr, he was then-under, he was bound to- exer-
edlc-that duty, as much as others, {0 foon as he had children :
fo that he: had abilities fuited to that duty. Bat, fir, let me.
afk if he could mot have: had children and exercifed the duty of-
a parent wicheut-being a fallen, - loft, and -undore creature {.
Surely he might s for he was commanded to be fruitful, &c.
But could hg have exetcifed a faving faith without being. a loft,
& undone creature ? 1beljeve not. . Then the parallel will not;

old3 yaqu certainly.did not. believe that. this was a propee
fumilitude. . I have not r¢ad of any other perfon that believed.
that Adain had and loft a faving fajth for us.. Truly, this’
would be lodaing the treafare of Chrift, and hip purchafe and
gift, in the firk Adam’s hand, which is abfurd » and had. he
had faving faich, were it. poffible for him in a Rate of énno-"
ceace, he could mot have fallen. That Adam in the covenanto
wortks, had all shar was requifite for him as our reprefcntativey -
o make him and ue continge in happinefs, and go to heaven 3
but the momest he fell he acafed to be our yeprefentative, he'
is 0o longer entrufted, has no longer the treature of his feed
int ‘his hands.. . While he Rood, lifc snd happinefs were to be
had:by him,.if got at all ; but fo foon ag he fell, another repre-
fentative was pointed out, by whom we were to attain lifeand *
falvation; even, the feed of the woman; and as the Covenant
of works admitted not of faith not repentance, as siow faith
is exercifed, nor in the fame mapner 3 but the covenant with
Chrift- did, who was a fccond covenant hiead, it is teafonable
thiat chat covenant head (hould have the treafure of it entruft-
+ ed with bim. -So we are told, 1hat be is enalted as a Prince and
0. Savistsr, to give repentance and the romifian of fins. All the
treafure; of wifdoms and knowledge are in bim. Adam as cove-
nant head had no need of a faving faith, either for himfelf, or '
for his feed 3 and, we have reafon to blefs God, our treafure
is now lodged in fafer hands. We have a covenant ftablithed
on better and furer principles’ than the former—ordered in all
thingsyund fure. Thus all your arguments for Adam’s having
snd lofing a faviog faith for ws is overturncd. Indeed, from
your mode of expreffion on both thefe points you feem tobe in
doubt of she truth of your.ideas yoprfelf. - L N
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Yotz fevond sbjedion, #that you ¢an feb no grodnd It 4
ditintion betwieen belicving Ot and belivwing ta him:™* 1
am not at 4 1ofE vo fes ground for a dikinkion here 5 allo: sha
beft writers ow Diviviey wiake fach & dikin&iow: fdr mady -
© believed Him and wever Nad wfiving faidn Tay femei. Wher:

think you of thofe thyt re¢dived the word with'jby wdon for o
feafon s but whes tribulotion vt pevfecution came.on atdowht-of the
atord weere offewdind? Confider the Rony grournd leardry,use
Docer'Owen, on the perfon of - ChriRy clearty demobiftrates’
the diftin&tben between believing Chrift, and Zen in or
upon himt. -Hein the prectdmi pages is (pesking of fath and:
Chrift, arid thie differdnce biotween the faith tivadt i anetdifed:
towards thofe by whom chieimind of God is revesiod; and that
whiich s exervifed coward Clirift himfelf. “Beivie fald of thd
Mraclites, that they dfieved vhe Lovdy amd Mofes. ' Exod. sivs 13-
i e. that lre was feint of God, was 1o decclven, that it was the
word ang ;m of (z'od which tg;n% tothc;'. u;bghbo‘:
2%.29. Belivve in the Lovd yo , 3 fbull yebe'efla i-des
Bewe bis propbets, fo fball ,c’;:;}m It m’:tot‘ the porfors of
the prophets, that was the objet-of their faich, but their avef~
fage. Bo it is explained by the dpoftle, -A&s xxvi, 27. King
Agripph belirvef thowthé priphetsy 1 knowthut thou bilicosf).” Hé
" beliceéd thae they were Yent from God, and thut the worda
ehe‘mk’e were from Kim ; otherwife thereowas né-belleving
f them: who wete dead: fo many ‘ages agv: ' Thie isall -the
faith in Chrit tha fome will alows  To 'befieve in Chvitt 9
énly to belizre the do@ititves of the Golpél ‘reveated by hive,
Heniée they dery thar uny “tould believe in’ him re e
cofitig tb thie world, sndehie deelaration of thé mind:of ‘God
n the gdfpel; made by . - ‘Am dffent unto thettuthiof thid
zofpel, as revealed by Chrift, is with them - the wholé of thaé
ith in Chrift Jefas which ¥ tequifite. OF all that - poifon
which at this ddy is infuled into the minds of men, cotrapting
them from the myftery of the gofpel,  there is- 10 part miord
pernicieus, than this one pérverfe imagmation, thetto-belleve
m ChLtift is'no more tham to beliove the deirines of the gofs
pel, which: ytt we grame is incladed theréim - For; asit allows
the confideration of go offive in him, but:that of 3 prophet }
ind that not as vefted and exerciled in that of his divine per:
fon, o it wtterly overthiows the whele foundation ‘of the fcha-
ticn of the church unto hini, and falvation by him: That
* which my prefent defign, fogs b+, is to evince, that it is the per-
fon of Chrift which is the firt and principal obje of the fai
whetewith we are réquired to believe in him ; and.that {é ¢
do, is-not orily t¢ affent to the truth of the doQtrine rovosled
by him, but alfo to place eur truft-and ¢onfidence in him, for
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svery selicf, and proteflion for enrrightesufness, lifesnd felva-
tion 5 for a blefied refurreflion, and etergal rewasd.” This
he manifefts by multiplied texts of fcriptuse, and arguments
drawn fsom them : ther he proceeds to declars.the ground,
nature sad excrcife .of this faith icklf. Heve he remarks,
#that, - wherever. fajth is required towards our Lerd Jefus
Chrift, it is ftill called balieving in him, or.en his name, ac-
‘cording ss faith in God is overy whese exprefied. 1f no more
be intended but only the belief of the do&riae yevealed by him,
then whofe do&rine foever we are obliged to belicve, we may
be righely faid to belicve in them, orwo belicyc onm their name,’
For inftance, we are obliged to believe the doQtrine of the a-
poftic Paul, the revelations made by him, and shat on the haz.
svd of sur evernal welfare, by the unbelieving of them... Yeg; -
that we fhould be faid vo belicve in Paul, is that which hedid
wttorlydeteR. 5. Cor. i. 13, 15.” Hewa he cites 2 number of
texts of ure which seach this ame doStrine; andadduoes
2 number of Rrong add irvef argumants, to prove, that
there is an eflential diffevence between believing Chrift, and
" believink in him. Dr. Owea on the pesfom of Chsift, p. 338,
§9, &c. And, this has been the opinion of osthodex divines,
woe the apoftles days ; but you and the Socinians will agree
pretty well in this article of your creed.  Alas | you feem to
fgrce in too many articles. of your:faish. . But you may fay
‘many of them werc learved men ) granved, but not by-the fpir-
"h‘tl:.“(t}:d‘,l:’ucg; : " eh Ty ‘b )
"It this gt ps you make a mighty. fhowt, becaufe you
have get hold of an unguarded fcntencz on which yon eo,uld
quibdie, and terture it till you wonld make it fpesk falfe doce
‘trines which I have never-defigaed to fpeak, on this, .or any
"other fubject, as if you had gained a prize. From which, it
~ “would appest to me, that you would rejoice if you oould find
. tmc 'guiky of teaching emyor, o smy fubjed o.and if-this be.
- fruey’it does not appear that you have much love forithe tsuth.-
Truly, your ehict: talent feemis to lic in toruring fentiments
. exprefied to maka them {peak fomething differeut from the jne
“eention of the fpeaker or writer, - this iz no. great accgmplifhe
- meut in & teacher,and never found in a fair-diputans. . Inow
‘ offtm, that it-is the incumbent-duty of overy mjan that hears
“she gofpel, to believe it, and every anc te whom Chri#t is of-
'ggnﬁ;ab a 8avionr, in objeQive revelation, »s he is offered to
e dnd fingers, to put in his plea for a:part in this Saviour,

#nd great falwation 3 and, if they do not, their condemnation -

_ wil be grearly aggravated, at'the laft day; for reje@ing- Gad's
ﬂm’d ﬁl:t{on ‘effered orf fuch rcafmlc amtj:lfy tegrms.—,-
Is this weching thet unbeliefis 0o fini Sbelicvenos. Lial). -
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sow leave you with your bug-beer, of your own aam'hg, to make
what ufe of it you pleafe, you and your ncighbour Clergyman,
who has joined your fide, o2 this fubje, who, I fhould think,
fhould have underftood the matter better, and had more love
for the caufe of Calvini{m, than to furnith it’s opponents with
weapons againft it. It is a pity party prejudice thould tun
{o high at prefent! But if he will meet me, at a convenient
feafon, I can an{wer his arguments as cafy as yours s but this
is an improper place. Co -

Now e pr-‘éc'«d o qu Sin, in owr Dislogue.

Woer. You wrong me in fuppofing me inconfiftent. with
myfelf. You fuppofe me holding doétrines which wili not
agree together, as the doftrine of univerfal redemption, and
that of cternal, particular and perfonal eleQion ; but it is
not univer{al redemption I contend for, ouly wniverfal atone-
ment, which is of much larger ‘extent. than yedemption ¢ for if
by redemption be meant an atual deliverance from fin, and
ftom the wrath of God, into a ftate of regonciliation and
favor with him, the doQrine of univerfal redemption is not
one for which I contend and it is acknowledged it is ufed
in this fenfe in fcripture. Atonement has only opened a way
for an aQual deliverance ; but this redemptios includes the
deliverance itfelf. So that redemption, in this fenfc of the
word, includes much more than is included in atozement, muft
be evident from what has been faid in the fir chapter.
Hence I fee no inconfiltency in holding the do&tine of eledtion;
and that of univerfal afomement—as atonement only opened a
‘way for an alyal deliverance, but this redemption includes
the deliverance itfelf | : o

Gib. Pity, fir, yeu fhould be wronged, and efpecially by
me, for 1did not intend to wrong you, as I have thewn ia
the beginning of the fecond dialogue, to which I refer the -
_reader. 1 have there endeavored te fhew what fill I be-
lieve the fcriptures teach, that redemprion and atomement vef-
pect the fame perfms, and are of equal extent, thofe wh
avere given to Chriff, and for whom be prays. It muft be ac-
knowledged, that all that the priefts, under the law offered
up facrifice for, that they prayed for the fame lgerfom; and,
alfo, that thefe priefts were types of Chyift. Now, if Chrik
offered a facrifice for all menkiad, he mult pray ajfo for all
maokiad ;. or then; in this, the prie@t did not typify Chrift;
baut that it muft be granted that they did, the Apoftie to the
Hebrews has thewn. According to you he offered for all,
and confequent)y muft.pray for all for whom he wade gtemes
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Whent ; atid if his prayers were heard, all will_be faved
Kence you will be obliged to obtain the doétrine, of univerfal |
falvation, to be confiftent with yourfelf. Did he pray for ali 2"
Why are not all faved ? Perhaps you will fay, his prayers were |
riot always anfwered. This would make Chrift and the apof-.
tle botki to be liars : for Chrift fuys, I knew that thou beirdeft’
me always, by hearing in this text is meant anfwering ; the a,’
poftle faith, ;n was heardin that he feared. Whether fhall we |
believe thefe witncfles or the objector 2 Judge yourfelf. But
you may prcbably obje, there were prayeis which Chrift put
up that weté not an{wered. One was that night in which he
was betraved, he prajed thrice the fame words, Farber if it be
polfible, let.tkis cup pafs from me ; neverthelefs, not my willy but
thine be dowie. Now, fays the obje€tor, the cup did not pafs, -
from him, therefore his prayers werc not anfwered. "An-
fwer, 1. Here Chrift was fetting us an example how to pray’
when called to fuffer for righteoufnefs fake. 3. His prayer .
was conditional—If it be poffible, he does not fay, let this cup.
pafs from me ; but if it be pofible, let it pali from me. But it
was not poffible, for Many reafons. What was the burthen of
his prayer, thy awill be done.  So it wag compleatly anfwered 3
For ge faid, for this énd awas be born, and for this end came I in-
to the world, that 1 might dyink that cup. ~And it isnot to be. -
believed, that he wifhed to frultrate the defign of his divine mife,
fion. Afecond, you may fay, was when he was on the crofs.’
Wherehe lays, Father Jorgive them  for they know not what they do.
This prayer was not anfwered, for, the Jews as a nation, they
was rejected for crucifying the Son of God. But. fir, this is -
begging the queftion, you thould have firlt proved, that none
were forgiven as the anfwer of that prayer. _'And fecond, that.
this prayer was pyt up for the whole nation of the Jews, at
that time. - Both of which are inipoffible to be proven. For,.
no doubt, many were converted on account of tnis praycr.

e tead of five thoufand at one time, and three thoufand at.
another. . And more is to be afcribed to the value of Chrift’s
prajer, than to the apoftle’s fermons, however good they
might be. We know that his intercefion was founded upon
the atonement, ' 1. John ii. 1. 2. If any man fin, we have an ad-
wocate with the Father—avho is the propitiation for aur fins, &c.
We know, alfo, that he did not pray for every individual man
and woman. I pray not for the world ; but for them that thou
haft given me out of the world.  And left any fhould fay that’,
this was'a particular prayer for the pofties, he adds at the
fame time.— And for all that fball believe in me through their word .
#o the end of the world. From this I draw the conclufion that -
Afongment and redemption are of Iequal extent, and refpeét the'

’
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fame perfons. Them that he atoned for will be aually redeeme
ed, every ode of them, in’ due tinde. ” Indeed, ﬁ:".” our fyftem,
would exhibit the Father, Son, agd Holy Spirit, és?héivi'r_;g’ dif-’
fereit objects of their love : or, as loving the ¢le&, and nop,.
ele& equally, which is abfurd : for God fays, Facob beve 1
loved ; but Efau bave Ibated. Thus 'gherc'i_sadi,f{c):cn;g'jtj the’
oﬁ}e’&s’bf ivine love. =~ B
"1can, fir, fee rio warrant in the bible for the diftin@ion ~
* which you ' make between the extent of the terms atonement
and ‘redemptiin : and your reafoning on the firff chapter has.
been alfeady fhewn to be falfe, and will fand you in nq ftead
here, aild even, if it would, it appears to me, you would be.
flillinconfiftent. In fadt,’if Chrift, in atonement, did no more
than you admit of, I'cannot ag yet fee the way to God open.
I'find the moft that you fay on this chapter to be reiteration.
of your former antifcripturalarguments;  yet, I (hall endeavor
td follow you, in your tu"rnings’ and windipgs, a little. The
inftance, of fimilitude brought'to illuirate this fubjed, viz.
That of the brazen ferpent cre@ed in the Wildernefs, for the
childrén of Ifrael, will be of little fervice to you; as it hath
been fhewn to be improperly introduced formerly, it will be.
of as'Tiftle ufe to you in this cafe.” I'have always been of opin-
ign that this ferpent was typical of a whole Chrift, and all his'
benefits, as well as of atonemént : for alluding to this, it ia’
faid, he is exalted as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance
aind the remiflion of fins, to his people: who will al ze made
10 Took to himi for thefe things, A willing people 'iri thy day of
power fball come unto thee, P{. cx. 3. The atonement which he
made for the fbeep, infures the application, for fays he, I lay
down my life for the ﬂiecﬁf-—)!‘nd they fball never perifh, &c.—
Who is be that condemneth, Rom. viii. 34." It is Chrif} that dmf;
yea, rather, that is rifen againy who is ever af the right hand of
God, who alfs maketh interceffion for us. " 7
Now what is the reafon that there is no condemnation ?
" It is the death of Chriffy and it is upon this footipg that he
makes interceffion for thefé fbecp, for whom' he died and fuf-
fered. Having an{wered all thé demands of law and juﬁiéc
for them, and borne the wrath of God for his chofen compa-
ny, he may well advocate their caufe, and plead for them.
He was made Jin jfor us, who knew so fin, that we might be.
made the righteoufnefs of God in bim. Bekold the Lamb of God,
awho taketh away the fin of the world. ‘But you would have
it read thus : Behold the lamb of God, who hath opened g
way by which it is poffible the fins of every individual in_the
world may be got rid of. According to you, John Baptift’
did not fpeak accurately, for Chriﬁ did not take away thq" fin

-




%




cAmd o g e

€8

others that differ with. you on thafc impartang poings. . If yo
‘are right, all thefe, and fuch as hold the fame fentiments, ,mua
have bzen, or are dangeroufly wrong; or ,‘t'hcn., it.-puft with
'you be a matter of little importance what men belicve, whethe
er right or 'wr'png, if they think they are righs, which you

have [ubftantially tald us. You fay, ¢ if there is . a will 1o
belicve, it will be accepted.” 'This 1 believe is, nog.a. fctipty-
ral idea, for itis only they that aQually peligv,e':ﬁa;, will be
-actially faved, and none elfe. I (hall now.leave yoy fil,oak;
over your laft exhibition once more, and may God,. by, hig
grace, open your eyes to feée the dangeroys_errors containgd
therein, for the glory of his own  name, the good of {ogicty and
‘the happinefs of your own faul, and for the -pgace and pnity

< iy
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of he Gharch of our Loid Jelos Chrtls . * (" ¢
2 Coneluding Dialogise on the Mifeellanious pavt, S

VLity
" Wear. In the precedingz part, I have @Rated the lea,d'up& 9intg
in difpute between ws; and endeavgred, (I hope candidly) tq
vindicate-the truth 'on thefe fubjeQs. ,But-there ate ;many
thingsin the Scrmon which apptat to mg exceptionable which
I hall pafs over in filence, ahc{; pifs to things of moreimport-
Snce._ ) , s . o
7 Gib. 1 grant that you have brought, into view, fome of the
moft important trutgs of chriftianity 5 but that you have been
engaged in defence of thefe truths, I am led with many to
difpute 2 alfo, that you have candidly handled thefe fubjecs,
we thall leavé the unprejudiced to judge; for I cannet agree
with you in this opinion, to me you appear deficient in candor
fome times. Pity, Gr, that circumftances did not allow.you
to point out all the do@rines in which’ we differ,” then the
truth might have more fully appcared. I darenot fay you are
fpeaking an untruth when you fay your dcfign was that truth
might appear ; but fure I am, though you may think many
things truth, for which you'¢ontend, this will not make them
fo: for many of them are really wrong. PR

> Wor. You fuppofe me to be effentially erroneous in deny-
ing the doctrine of the imputation of Adam’s frft fin to hig’
E’oﬂerity ; and, alfo, the imputation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs to

is fpiritual feed, as if it were their own : and if by.imputa
tion be meant, that Adam’s firft fin is alfo the lin of his pof-
térity, and that the righteoufnéfs of Chrift is actuaily the
righteoufnefs of the belicver ; it is true, I do not believe that
fach an imputdtion is taught in the fcripture. Bug though
Adam’s firft fin was, and Rill is, his own fin, and not _thé fin
of any one ele, yet, in confequence of this fin, agrecably to the
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divine canflitution, alt his pofeity are, by ftature, finners.«—
‘They are guilty befote God, and defcrva to die, not for Adam's
wickergefs, but.their awn, not forimputed, bat for inherent,
tive finfulnels. The foulrhat fupath, it;l‘gmﬂ_ die.- The: fon
all.apot,beay the iniquity of ihe. Fother, &c. Ezek, xviiiiizo. . :

. Gih, Hgre,, fir,it; will be:peceflary ta make ‘a remark or two,
i_ej}' we {hould mifunderftand each other; the-termg not being
defiped.. 1: By Adam's, firk Gn being imputed. 10, us, [ un-,
derftand,.that in law reckoping we are accaunted guilty of it
38 if we had. dane it curfelvey be being oiirréprefentative at
the time it,was committed 5. ot that we, but :Adam as our
geprefentatjve ate. the -forbidden, fruit, ;and .cammisted -that
einous. and. aggravated tranfgreffion : fo we became chargeas
gjg in the.gyc of law and jullice, and this fin is reckoned to us
9s.onr 9w, he ftanding as aurreprefentative. .. This. the fcripa
ture clgagly.teacheth in mapy places and contradiéls in neme.
1. Cor. xix. 82 For, asin Adamall die, fo in Chrift fball all be
made.alive,: Rom. v.-.13. Wherefore, as by one man, fin entered in-
to.the aorld, aud death by fin ;- and fo death poffed upon. all men,
(Eph.ho) jo swhom, all have finned.” 2. We do not underftand .
that wa gaye that: hqly obedience to the law or juftice of God
that Chri(t gave, bus that this obedience, in law reckaning, is
agccouated, reckoned or imputed to us as if done by ourfelves.-
3. We da not fuppofe that the fin, but the guilt of the fin, ig,
reckoned.or imputed to us: fo the merit of Chrifi’s. holy life:
and ebedience is imputed, to his fpiritual feed, as if they had
done.all themfelves, he .ftanding 25 their reprefentative, or.
wice illis. ~ Let thefe remarks then be kept in view.. As Ihave.
toyched at this fubjeét already, little remains now to be faid
but that the. doftrice of impatation is a fcripture. doltrine:
cannot.be denied, both imputation of fin, and of righteoufnefs,
and why not of the fin of Adam,and righteoufnefs of Chrift 2.
See Pfal. xxxii. 2. Blefled is the. man to whom- the Lard im-
puteth.not iniquity, fn, or guilt, Rom. iv. 8. Blefled is the
man $p whom. the Lord will not impute fin.  See verfe.6.
Where the apoftle fpeaks of righteoufnefs without works. Ins
deed this whole chaprer is.eutirely to my purpofe. : See Hen-
ry, on the place. I fhall extraét a few words from Mr. Brown
on the word impute.  * The imputation of fin and righteouf- -
nefs, is a ftandard do&rine of revelation. much mifunderftood,
and perverted by many, as they do other fcriptires to their
own deftruction. ‘The literal meaning of impute is, 1. Free-
ly to account or afctibe to a perfon, that which he himfelf
hath not or did not, Rom. iv. 22.—2. To lay to ones charge,
#. Sam. xix. 19.—3. To be held guilty, Lev. xvii. 4.—4. Fo
fufped, 1. Sam. xxu. 15, Men have ftarted many doubts and

\
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raifed miy -objutiods. to God’s sy of fating: the guibty tp
thie imputation of thei righteouvfrefs: of Jefus Chrift:: ‘Padtils
luftrates the natdre of impwration'ina ftriking mamier inthe
#fth-of the Rothans:: He reifons chat guilty afen are faved bR
the righteowinofs.of Chrilt, by fgitation, bechut® God'Mpurs
od to him tbe Fug -Uney the tratifgreons of the! unjall mimy,
that we mighe be -made fie riglitdoufnefs of God in him L
gain, as by oue man’s offence smany were made fiknerd; ii'el
a3 by the cranfgreflion of the:-firlt man, all-his race weré ¢ognic
fidered as tranfgreffors in himy, o had his offthee imputed' id
them; fo by therighteoufndfs of sne (being impisssd ) the free gife
came upon ab men'to jultificarldns - Compare-Levi- 7. - chisp?
Pialm §2. Rodh. iv, 6. 11, and v 13. > Sin'id impited when
jtischarged.”  ‘Thisiswhetl. mkéftoie the {c;{iptqre%%&tine
of imbutation, and what his-besn teld by orthod6# divines
fineerthe spufthes days, and: @ith ‘which I am fully agréed.
Miny text of fcripture, might'be cited to prove-the'ismparation
of the guils of Adam’s firft fin to-his féedd.” Let thefe fuffiee
avprefont.  Eph. ii. 3. Ard weve by niture ¢hifreh of wrath;
even is others. Now if Adam' did not fand anid R for wdy
a8 wicl a3 him{aif, fo that shie guilt of his fird fiim, 1 inpined &
s, a8 our:own, howi cam'a julf aid righteos God: dccount o
liable to-hiy wrath #nd eurfe, aid’ that ohly: beedule ‘w2
duofcer.detl from him by ordingry generation, and'réceive 2 core
rupt rlacure'like: bis' ? ‘O, if we dre ot guilty ¥y “Frpatdtioh,
How cari you juftify God in giving us a cotrupt nature,if not
on this accounts © Plaim K. Bebold, I tous. fhapen in intquity'?
and in'fin (or.a6-it miay be bettes rendeted, in guilt) did my m<
ther convéive me, wicaning the guilt of Adant’s firfk fin. - Rom.'
v. 12. Wherefore, by one mait, viz.'#ddni, fin -entéred intd

the world; and death by fin, viz. natural, fpiritual and eternal

death, and fo death pafferd upon:all men, in’ whom ol bave finned.
Compare'ver. 1gth. For as by one man’s difphedience many were'
made finners :-fo by the chedience of one, viz. Chrif, foall'many be:
mnde righteotis. »éon’ﬁdet theft portioris well, and there ‘will be:
fufficient caufé for fuppofing you effentlally wrong iri your no-
tion of imiputation.” Your quotations from Ezekiel xviii. ch.’
to prove your pofition have been quoted by Arminians to a
fimilar purpofe frequently, and as often confuted, Thic Jews’
were at that time laboaring under national judgments, for
their national.fins, and threatened with more: then they be--
gan to refle@ on the juftice of God in fending thefe judgments
upon them, faying, The fathers have eaten four grapes and thé

" childrens teeth ave fet on edge :- blamiing alt the fin that God ws -

punithing them for, upon their fathers: and here God de~
clares folemnly that they fhall bawe no longer caufe” td ufe this

\
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fap,wt& '}ém if they pave not by their condnét homologated

¢ir fathers Gins they thall net, thug be punithed. - But the foul
& ":j‘nq:t',b.b; /balf.di¢, and vo other. This, 1, has not the
leatt allufign to Adany’s.fin, and hence is unhappily chefen te
© prove your hypothefis ; for it will met anfwer your end : it on-
, f _proves that they who follaw not the swickgd ways of their.
l);.thcr.s wijl, not be pupiﬂlcd,fot,theit fins, and 0o more. 'The
ofp put upon theie texts which fpeak of the rightequfnefs of
gb:ila' is gbvionfly incorrec}; as may appear from every com-
mypiary extent, none.agree with you that I have ever feen.—
This every man of readiog knows. I therefore pay no fare
ther attention to them, at prefent, .
" SqmE things in' yopr Mifcellapeous remarks I with you to
explain, and let us.koow what you mecan thereby. Viz.
¢ But though Adam’s firft Ga, was, and fill is, his own fin,
and pot the fip of.any one cife, yet, in confequence of this fin,
agregably to divine inflitytiqn, all his.poferity are by nature
fianers.  They are gailty before God, and deferve to die, not
for ddapy’s qickednsfs but for their own 5 not fot imputed, but
for inherens, pofitive Gnfulnefs.” Pray, what do thefe words
mean, if they mean not fig imputed.—Yeou alow that we are
Liablg to condemnation, in ¢anjeguence of daam’s fall, for inker-
ent pofitive finfulnefs. Allaw me heuce to alk you a queftion
oF iwg. If, as you {py, Adam’s firfk fin:was, and fill is, his
own {in, and not the fin of apy one elfe, . ¥ alk how can any
¢vil come unto his poflerity, in confeqiience of it, merely be+
caufe they are defcended from him by ordinary generation,
d on no gther account? Reconcile this doétrine of yours
with the abfolute and ftri juflice of Ged. Iprefume this
will be'a bard tafk, to, do it fatisfaGarily : or to reconcile it
with the dodirines of the bible, and, efpecially with your quos
tation from €zekiel xviii. ch.: The fou fbakl not bear the iniquity
of the father. The fouyl thot finneth be fhall die.- Children dic;
who have'not fnned after.the fimilitude of Adaw’s tranfgreffion,
i. . that pever commitred actual fin : and zhe wages of fin is
death.  Pleafs to reconcile your do@trine with the fcriptures;
. and with God’s ftrict jyftice. It will not be an anfwer to tell
e, that death is no punitbment. I know it is the wages of
g‘n,. and a great punithmeat. . Jn tbe doy-thou eateft thereof, thou
j}ah;jqrelx die. It will not do to fay that death comes not in
confgquance of the fall, but of the recovery. A9 in Adam all
die;. foin Cbriff /ball-all be made alive, 2. Cor. xv. 23. Nay, the
fheer off argpments. which ase generally given, will not be
taken as an anfwer. C . . v

.

3. Do pot we fuffer groat evil in cohfcﬁucﬁée of Adam's
fall ? Is not the ground cusfad on account of his firft fin ?
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Are not our natures depraved and édrrapted on that accoint;
and we all by nature become children’of wrath ? - How, fir,
do.you reconcile thefe things with the jultice of God, if the
guilt of that firt fia is not imputed to us ? I fear you have
wot juft ideas of God, for the phenomena which we fee daily
will not correfppnd with your hypothefis. We muft efteem
God to be a God of juftice and equity, rendering to every oné
as {tri@ juftice would demand. Truly, fir, according to your
opinion, that the guilt of Adam’s firft {in is' not imputed-td
us, no man can juftify God in giving us a’corrupt "nature:
Your.language here only darkens council by words, when you
fay, Yet, in confequence of Adam’s fin, agreeable to divine
inftitution, all his pofterity are by nature finners. How can
they be fo, if he did not ftand as our covenant head and rep-
refentative ? And if he ftood and aled in this charaer, how
are we not guilty ? I fear, fir, there will be. foiind fore in-
confiftency and error in this than in your former perférmance.
In oppofition to all you fay againft the imputation of Adam’s
Jin and Chriff's righteoufnefs,’ I thall place one text of féripture.
1t Cor. v. 214 For be hath made bim to be fin for us, svbv knew
00 fin, that we might be made " the righteoufnefs of Gbd in’ bim.
This in pointing to Chrift as the end of the law for righteouf-
nefs, will oppofe all your do&trine on that head.. -~ =
Wor. 1 only add, that it is probable you will {uppofe this
to be error, which mutt neceflarily exclude from heaven. I¢
is, however, matter of confolation, that the key of David ig
not'in your hands.. - . o
Gib.. I have no difficulty, fir, to inform you, thatl firmly
believe this to be an error, a dangerous error ; but I hope your
oppofition to God’s plan of falvation, as yet, does hot amount
to the unpardonable fin. I hope you will not be left to livé
and dic in this error, as it may be an erfor of the Aead, and
not of the heart.. I know that the blood of Chrift cleunfetk
from all fin, and it can, if duly applied, clenfe from this fin
as well as others. But, fir, if it would- ferve your -purpofe
any thing to have me more explicit, I can freely inform you,’
that I would not live and dic- in your opinions, on thefe im-
portant.fubjeéts, for a thoufand worlds. So Ipfawith alt
my heart, that your eyes.may be opened fpeedily. hat you'
underftand by the key of David not "being in ‘my hands, upon .
which you build, as:your great confolation, I do not well under=
ftand. -If yu mean, by that, thatI-am not the ruler of the uni-
verfe, but éhri&,lth.e cle&t’s head and hufband, I fcjoice in this
myfelf. If you mean that I am not te be the judgeof the world;
this is true, in a certainfenle, and we are to judge no man*—
To his own mafier he fandethior falleth. - But thére is'a fenfé
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diced perfon to read with candor, my fermon, he would cer<.
tainly be able to gather what I undertand to be a faving faith,
though my work on that day was not to give a particular de-
feription of it 5 but to defend it from thofe that were about”
to undermine and deftroy the faith oncé delivéred 1o the faints.’
I'have now, fir, had it in my power to read, and have read and
confidered three of your 6wn petformances, and I, not only,
do not find in one, or all of them the do&tritic of a foving faith 7 -
but can fafely declare that I do not know what you take tobe ,
the articles o‘a faving faith : or what you think neceffary to be'’
believed in order to falvation. Henctit‘ would not be amifs”
iih you to. review your own publications on this article. g

You, fir, may hold* your opinion about the falvation of .
men without Chrit’s being made known'to them, fe¢ing ev-
ery mari of reading knows this to be an Arminian tenet, and
one that has ‘no foundation for it in the bible, as hag been
thewn already. I fhall leave you to compare your opinion -
with two texts of feriptare.  John xiv. 6. I am the way, and
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Fathery but by °
me. Now, if you can fave men without coming to the Fath-
et, you will do well ; ot bring them’ to the Fatlier without °
coming by Chrift, you will make him a liar. A&Qqiv. 12.°
Neither is theve falvation in any other 5 for there is no other
name given under biaven, amongft then, <vbereby we muff be’!
Javed.” 1fy fir, you compare thele with what the Apoftle faith, |
Rom. xi 14, 15, and after all hold your very chiaritable opin<
idn, that men will be faved without hearing of Chrift, or be-
fieving in him, I fhall wonder at it. If you can prove that -
Cornelius had been a profylite of the "gate, of that he had *
béen favored with the Old Teftamient before that, it will be.
admitted that he might have been a convert, and that be be- -
lieved.in the Saviour that had long béen promifed; then all .
thé Apoftle’s work was to convince him that he was really

conie, and that him that he preached was the true Meflab.mie = -

Upon this footing I (hall not contend with yoi whether he_
was regenerated ot note' If you had told us. where Calvin~ -
holds with you here, 1 could have looked -and ‘feen ‘what he '
faid'; but'totell me he is o your fide and not quote his words, "
or inform us where he fays fo, will do little for your purpofe. °
Fam-certain he does not agree with you'in all you fay on this |
fubje&. I'am certain that Calvin never afcribes pardon or
jutification to regeneration, bait to the initerpofition of Chrift,
his doing and dying inftead of theele@. ~ * .
Your remark on my faying that I effiyrd’'my Sermon dn-
der the dire@ion of the Holy Glioft, feems fo like yourfelf, fo .
cenforious, fo capriccus, that it is unworthy of notice. Do

~g
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gou think I'meant that every word of -my fermon was to
taken for divine jnfpiration ? Certainly, you donot. Did yo
not know that it was a modelt with or prayer that I might be -
direQed by'the Holy Spirit—alfo, to be dirc@ed by the fpir-
it {peaking in the Word, and taking the things that are
Chrit’s and thewing them unto us, or bringing to remems
brance what he had faid ‘on that fubject 7 And what harm
was there in exprefling my dependance on him ? But fome,
when they enter the pulpit, have no need of fuch dependancey
_if they are fpared in their ordinaty way, with their tongue
and eye fight, they can read what was before written. To
fuch dependance on the Spirit, in the pulpit, will appear won.
- derful mummery | Did you, fir, know what reflection in this
-}qu are cafting upon many godly Minifters, who have ufed
uch a made of exprefjen, ; Svink you would with to bury this
genforious remark, They never meant that all they faid was
o be taken for divine infpiration. Notwithftanding, fir, yoy
take it for granted that you have. gotten * that right temper
pf heart” of which you fo often fpeak, which you fay means
the fame with what the Apoftle faith, Phil. 1i. 5. thet
mind be in you which was alfo in Chrift Jefus. You, in your
.writings, fcarcely. feem to be clothed with that humility which
she Apoftle recommends, or you would be a.little more can-
stious, I prefame, in judging of the ftate of others, fo often as
youdo. Pleafe to'read the third and fourth verfes of that
chapter, and fee if you are not found counteralting his direc.
tion. Your hope that I fhould make myfelf acquainted with "
*¢ that right temper of heart,” &c. favors of fo much prefump.
tion, that I am almoft ready to retort, Phyfician heal thyfelf,
But what is the mind which was in Chrift Jefus ? Was it noe..
shat Ae accounted it as bis meat and bis drink to do the will of bis
dequenly Father ? This, fir, is my delire, in my. place and
flation, to know the will of my heavenly Father, and do it to
the bet of my ability, fo far as I can judge of my own heare.
But as the heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately
wicked, I have had frequent!y my doubts and fears, in this
- oatter. This I can fay, I have argued for nothing but what'
1 believe to be the truths of God, and what I believe to be
lawful weapons have I ufed, in'the defence of it, and have not,
to'my knowledge, overrated any argument for or agsinft.=
The defence of the truth was what I had in my eye ail along,
and not vitory, or my own perfonal honor. So I leave you
for the time, praying that let come of the charater of the
writer what will, in this world, Jefus and his truths may pre.
yail over all the anti-chriftjan errors that abound-in our day
and genération—That the Lord may feed and noutith hisown

\
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~children; ang faife up more able hands to defend.and prop;
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l fou words p the Chureh of Peacham, geciefly the Couemangect,
~ e . . ._.__,_, —— i .

. : . s, N T . : :
Having now figithed what I intendéd as gn anfwer toMy.
Worafhrs, 1-lack vepon ‘mykIf bowhd 1o publiy thevfollowin
Chvenantfoitive infpeSion of the people betorging to Péackark
xharch) that'they may-take the mater'under doe-condiderationy
ynd efamido; whether tiey are going forwiari in'reforrhation;
vritaraing z\vai from she faith ofithie gofpél and keaving their
firfi-tovel -An'oath and folemn Covenattis not to be Tported
with. " True, if théy Nave foind that they have fworn to db
whut is wréng I itfcl, difkonourimg to God, and hurtful «»
Bociety, they-have'a #ight to repent "of this evil, and ceafe w
fulfil theiroash'; :bu:ti,‘rei»!!m: great need to be certain: it iy
wrong before-they draw back : for God has faid, f any mon

 dvawback, myfokl fbaX Buve no pleajusciin bim. " And, The back-
fider in baaes, foall be filted: wwith bis-cwn ways,  As I believe
‘this Covenant to be TubRantially right, T wifh thofe who have:
fworn it to confider whether theey have kept-it, or if they havé
Jbroken ‘their Covenant, left it thould rife againtt them at the
diy of judgment. In'my anfwer I belicve T have exhibited no-
‘doétrine, bitt what is fubftantiatly contained in this Covenangy
and as it was given me by one of ‘thefe covénauters, that I ia-
charity belicve, has not defignedly broken his vow, I thall pub-
Jith it verbatim, that the reft may-call to remembrance theit

‘former vath. ‘
“T'rie Covenant.—God having in his providence placed us
in this wilderoefs, “at a'great diftance from ahy place ‘where
‘the ftated ordinances of the gofpel can be admitiftered to us ¥
we efteern it our hounden duty, ‘early to lay the foundation of
"Gad’s houfe among# us.- - Accordingly being met together
with one accord, and having fought the Lorp, for his gracey
counfel and ditection, in this weighty concern; of entering intg
‘Church Society, and Fellowthip, and ia all things_confequent
or following. .~ oo T
" " 'Theréfore, in the firft place—=
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. W folamnly. profefs a ferious .snd chuiflisp hefief gef :s

Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teftaments, to

ure word of (od, a perie@, and the ‘only Rule of Faith and
;t':&ice; 'a,pg wc’: fgp%!iktﬁzn}i. d hold the fame, as.cxplain-

‘edy and held in the Confzfion” of Faith, 'and the Larger and -

Shorter Catechifms). agreed on by the Afzubly of Divines at
Wefiminfler. oo

N the next place, Being deeply affe@ed with the fenfe of
our utterly loRt E4atz in the firt Adam, the total depravity of

our Naturz, our natural enmity and perfect.oppofition to God’s-

Will, before converfion, and abfolute inability to help vur-

felves, cither in whole or in part, we defire wholly to recom-

impod'epriolves, and to By to-the mere mercy of God in Chriff,

fos all grace, and enter into Covenant with'God, in the Name
of qut anly Mediter Fefus Chrifl.” = = .. ol
_ Agcprdingly, . (The Coyonant.) .

Wk Aveuch the Gpeat JEHOVAH, the FATHER, SON
s . HOLY GHOST, to be our GOD, and we freely and
beartily give 1? onrfélues; our feed and our all, to Him alone,
sccopding to His Gefpel. -~ . - =~ . .,
- WE renoynce the Vanities of .this #or/d, and all worldly
Luks, promiGag, through the grace of Gop, to deny ourfelves
datly, to mertify our Juits, and te walk. fobesly, righteoufly

. #ad godly, adorning the: deérine of Gop our Saviowx in all

;hlngs. - B » . - L}

. 'WE alfp promife to attend the Sacraments of the New Tefe
tament, Bagtifin and the Lord’s fupper, a8 God thall give oppor-
{unity, and ag Chrift has dire&ted his Church in his Word.—
And. we further, promife, to maintain and atend all the pub-
lic Ordinances and Inftitutions of Fefis Chriff, with that
Reveyence, Diligence, Fa#th and Leve pointed aut in the Word,
To read the feriptures and pray in our Families, and Clofets.
To b_ngg, up our Children and Servants in the murture and
sdmonition of the Loxd, ta Catechife and infiruét them in the

principles of Religion; out of, and according to the Word of -

Ged, qur adapted Confeflion of Faith, and Catechifms, efpe-
¢iglly the, thorter, and to fet an example of piety before them §
¥<a, apd before all men, , : :

» FURTRERMORE, we promife, by. divine grace, to walk one
with and towards another in brotherly Love, as the Word di-
tels, and faithfully to watch over one another and ourfelves,
and tokeep up and maintain the Government and Difcipline

of Chrif’s Hoyfe avcarding, to his Inftitution. We fubmit to .

one another according to the divine Rule,and we exprefsly put
oarfelves under the government of the Reverend Grafion Pref-

W
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2:::", g?;\" as they fhall dire@ and govern atcording to the
ne Rule. - " I
HoumsLy imploring divine Grace and ‘Acceptance, through
our Lord Jefus Chrift, we fubfcribe our figmes to this Cove-
nanIO [ o e LA

JamesBayley, .- - . - Plizabeth'Elking, . -
Marszh 'B;Rliey’ L John Skeels,” - .
Archibald McLauchlin, hebe Skeels, '~

. Chriftian McLauchlin, Jo’h!_l’W?]i Ren

« Jonathan Elkins, =~ .
 Peackam, Fanuary 224, 1784, - ‘

. Trex the Church in Peacham, was gathered-and embodied
at the houfe of Mr. James Bayley ; and were received as &
Prefbyterian Chyrch to all privileges of .the Prefbytery, by
me, PETER POWERS, Mixifler.

HERE, my friends, I have taken the liberty to lay before
‘you, your own folemn Covenant with God. I hope that none
of you are yet gone fo far in apoftacy, as that you dare fay,
that this was a Cownoet. with hill and an sgreemint with
death, and fhould thersfore be brokenj if you dare not fay
this, examire the doQrtines, "you are getting at prefent, how

far they agree with them, or rather how diveltly bppofite they

are unto the dolrines to which you have faweorn, and fee how
you will account to your maker for' trampling under foot his
truths, if you do fo, and your lawful obligations, ~Were
Mnen to deal fo with you in their folemn "obligations, what
would vou fay of them ? Would you not fay that they were
men that could not be fafcly tealted ? And what do ye think
your God to whom ye have {worn will fay of you ? Can-he fay
any thing lefs than that'you are a backfliding people ? Surely
po. There is not one thing in which I am oppofed by Mr.

‘W. but bis man of firew that he has made up, if you are faith-

ful to your vows ; but he oppofes you as much as me. Indeed,
there s very little in your Covenant which he has not direttily
or indire&tly attacked, and endeavoured to overthrow.

would not give much for the remainder, after he has done :
the eflentials of your Covenant is gone. I fear you have with-
out due confideration entered into it 3 that has made you fa
foon weary of Chrift’s’ yoke and turn to another gofpel, like

o the foolifh Galatians.

No doubt if you are endeavouriné to be faithful your teach-

er will fay of you as he fays of others, they have {warn to their -

Creed and dare not alter it, will not be reformed ; but, my
brethren, mind not thefe calumnies.. You have fworn to buy
the truth and not fell ity and to beld it foff and net let it go—

i
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fo cintend for the faith once delivergd to the Sains. Yod fhould
fejoice in the oath that you have fworn like Ifrael of old.. ¥
am not afhamed to fay, I have fziorn a fimilar Covenant time
after time : That I have opened my mouth to the Lord, and 1
cannot go back. Thefe principles have bten tryed by the

godly in all ages of chriftianity, and have been found comfor-

table. They have been tryed living and dying, and found ta
ftand the teft of the Word and Spiri?, and given comfort to

every believer in Chrit Jefus that knew them. Erronious

tuen, devils, and perfectitors have tryed them, and found them
too ftrong for them. I have held t{lem but a few years, com-
paritively fpeaking, yet in this fhort time I do not know one
of thefe principles which I have not been obliged to examiné
by the rule of God’s word, to fee that they were fo well foun-
ded that I might ventore to fuffer for them. And now I can
fay, with comfort, the more I try them I am the more con-
firmed of the truth of them, and the error and danger of all
that oppofe them. Let us then by fleadfaft and immeveable,
#lwoys abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as wé
Enow, thit eur labor fball not be in vain in the Lord.. Remem-
ber he that confefleth him before men, him will he confefs be-
fore his heavenly’ Father; but whofoever is:athamed of him

here, of fuch: will he be athamed in heaven, May the Lord -
enable you to remember your Covenant, and to pay yosr

*

Yows unto him.
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