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these things hence, for it is wriften,
God’s house shall be called a house of
worship, but ye have made it a place
of sensuous entertainment.’”’

1. The Word of God ordained the
use of Instrumental Alnsic in the Wor-
ship of God only in the temple and in
connection with the sacrifiecs.

2. It never was used in the Jewish
synagogues in Bible times.

3. It mever was used in the carly
Christian chureh.

4. The first record of its use in the
Christian elareh was more than seven
hundred years after Christ.

5. Tts use became common in ihe
Christian chureli in the Thirteenth Cen-
tury. It svas iniroduced along with
other corruptions of worship by the
Church of Rome.

6. It was excluded by the Reformed
Churehes in the great Protestant Refor-
mation.

7. Its re-introduction into these
Churches has been in comparalively
recent times.
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Instrumental Music 2 Corcuption of
New Testament Worship.

By the Rev. Prof. R. J. George, D. D.

Tt is not demied that instrumental
music was employed in the worship of
the Old Testament. That its use was
grounded upon divine authority is also
freely admitted. DBut it is undertaken
to show that what God appointed as an
ald to worship under the Old Testament
dispensation is a corruption of worship
under the New.

It Is Unauthorized.

1. Insbrumental music is a corrup-
tion of New Testament worship beeause
it is introduced without divine anthor-
ity.

The imperial doetrine coneerning di-
vine worship is that that whieh is not
commanded in worship is forbidden.

The Confession of TFaith, Chapter
XXI., Section 1, says: ‘“The acceptable
way of worshipping God is instituted
by Ilimself, and so limited by Iis own
revealed will that e may not be wor-

. shipped according to the imaginations

and devices of men, or the suggestions
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of Saian, uwnder any visible representa-
tion, or amy other way not preseribed
in Iloly Seripture.’’

This rule was observed when instru-
mental music was brought into Old
Testament worship. 1t was by the com-
mand of God. We read in 2 Chron. 29:
05: ‘‘And he set the Levites in the
hopse of the Lord with eymbals, with
psuii’erics and with barps, according to
the commandment of David, and of
Gad, the king’s seer, and Nathan the
prophet; for so was the commandment
of the Lord Ly his prophets.’” Instru-
mental music was not only permitted,
it was required.

It Is Forbidden.

Iow, then, is that which was requit-
ed in worship uuder one dispensation,
forbididen uuder anotherf

1. The worship of the New Testa-
ment is radically different from that of
the Old. This distinction is elearly de-
fined in the ecategorical statements of
the Larger Catechism.

Question 33. Was the covenant of
grace always administered after one
and the same manner? A

Answer. The eovenant of grace was
not ahwvays administered after ome and
the same manner, but the administra-
tions of it under the Old Testament
were different from those under the
' New.
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Question 34. | How was the covenant
of grace adminisiered nrnder the 014
Testament?

Answer. The covenant of grace was
administered under the Old Testament
by promises, prophecies, saerifices, cir-
cumeision, the passover, and other types
and ordinanees which did all fore-
signify Christ then to come, and were
for that time suflicient to build up the
elect in faith in the promised AMessiah,
by whom they then had full remission
of sin and eternal salvation.

Question 35. How is the eovenant
of grace administered under the New
Testament?

Answer. Under the New Testament
when Christ the substanee was exhibit-
ed, the same covenant of grace was and
still is to be administered in the preach-
ing of the Word and the administration -
of the sacraments of baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, in which grace and sal-
vation are held forth in more fnliness,
evidence and efficacy to all nations.

Trom these statements it is perfectly
clear that while the covenant of grace
is the same always, the manner of ap-
proach to God under the New Testa-
ment is radically different from that
under the Old, and that this change is
due to the faet of the incarnation—
‘‘when Christ the substance was ex-
hibited.”’

Under the former dispensation wor-
ship was -conducted through typical
forms and shadows directing the mind
of the worshipper to the promised Mes-
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siah, while under the latter ‘"When
Christ the substance was exhibited,”’
the mind of the worshipper looks direct-
Iy up to Him and through Him to God.

The reason of this change is obvious.
Man dwelling in the flesh has always
felt the need of something tangible as
2 means of approach to God who is.a
pure spirit. So deeply grounded in
man’s nature is this necessity that his
heart has been set upon idolatry; not
so much in ike first instance the wor-
ship of images, as the worshipping ?f
God by images, ending in the worship
of the image itself. To meet this neces-
sity, until the fullness of tfime came,
and God in the persou of ITis Son ap-
‘pe:u‘ed in human form, God instituted
material forms of worship.

Tirst, o appointed a holy place, the
temple at Jerusalen. Seeond, He ap-
pointed holy men as priests whose busi-
ness it was to mediate between the wor-
shippers and God. Third, He appoint-
¢ Loly sacrifices whieh were to be of-
fered by these lholy men in the holy
place. And as a sunitable accompani-
ment to this materialistie aud earnal
worship. God appointed the use of in-
strumental mnusic. ‘“And he set the
Levites in the house of the Lord with
cymbals and with psalteries and with
harps, according to the commandment
of David, and o: Gad, the king’s seer,
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and of Nathan the prophet; for so was
the commandment of the Lord by His
prophets. * % *  And when ihe
burnt offering began the song of the
Lord begar also with the instruments
ordained by David, and all the congre-
gation \\orshxpp«,\l And the singers
sang, and the trnmpeters sounded, and
all this was continned until the burnt
offering was finished’’ (2 Chron. 29:
25-27).

When I think of these carnal ordi-
nances of a worldly sancinary, the
priests with their official vestments and
every ong, like the men in Ezekiel's
vision, ‘“with a slaughter weapon in his
hand’’; when I think of the dying vie-
tims, and the basins filled with blood,
when I think of tlie bodies burning on
the brazen altar and ths blood sprink-
led on the mercy seat, and I read of
this magnificent outburst of sacred
song accompanied with eymbals and
with psalteries and with harps, I am
led to believe that this was the most
spiritual element in all the service and
that it was appointed of God for this
very purpese to give wings to their
spiritual emotions by which their souls
might rise to the contemplation of God
and of the promised Messiah whose
coming, and death and all their glorious
fruits, these ceremonies foreshadowed
and pledged. Instrumental music had
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a relation to such a serviee which it
could not have to a purely spiritual
worship, and it was a mark of the
matchless wisdom and infinite conde-
scension of God that in those days of
the church’s childhood and under this
cloudy . and dark’ dispensation He au-
thorized and commazded such an aid
to the worship of his people.

But now all this is changed. The
anti-type has come. Christ, the sub-
stance, has been exhibited. Man’s need
for something upon which his mind can
stay itself in its approach to God has
becen supplied. The temptation to wor-
ship God by images has been removed.
The need for a temple and a priesthood
and sacrifices and instruments of musie
is entirely taken away. ¢‘The Word
was made ilesh and dwelt among us-and
we’ belield ITis glory,, the glory as of
the only begotten of the IFather full of
grace and truth.’’ All these material
objects, whiech stood between the wor-
shipper and the object of worship, have
been swept aside, and the wholo infinite

distance between man and God is filled "

by the one Mediator, Jesus Christ.
There is room for no other. No temple;
for the Lord God and the Lamb are the
temple of it; no priest, seeing we have
guch a great High Priest, Jesus, the
Son of Gad. No blood of bulls and of
géats, but-the blood of Jesus Christ as
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of a Lamb without blemisk and without
spot, and through Him we all have ac-
cess by one Spirit unto the Fathor.
Happily, the clearest revelaiion we
have of the nature of New Testament
worship, as distinguished from the 0Old,
is from the lips of our Lord himself.
We are indebied to the woman of Sa-
maria for having raised the quostion as
to acceptable worship., In His reply to
her, Jesus announces the closing of the
typical temple service and lays down
the canon of New Testament worship.
““Woman,’’ he says, ‘‘believe me, the
hour cometh when ye shall neithor in
this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem
worship the Father. Yo worship ye
know not what. Wo know what wo
worship, for salvation is of the Jews;
but the hour cometl, and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the
Tather in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship im.

" God is a spirit: and they that worship

Him must worship Him in spirit and in
truth.”” On this passage Ryle says:
‘“The utter passing away of the whole
Jewish system scewms clearly pointed
out in this verse. To bring into the
Christian churel, holy places, sanctu-
aries, altars, priests, ascrificos, gorgeous
vestments and the like is to dig up that

- which has long been huried and to turn

to candles for light under the noo‘nday
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sun. ¥ ¥ * When the vail was rent
and the way into the holiest of all
made manifest by Christ’s death, then,
and mot till then, men worshipped in
truih. Before Christ, they worshipped
through types and shadows and figures
and. emblems. After Christ they wor-
shipped in truth. Spirit is opposed to
{lesh, trutlh te shadow.'’

Calvin, Meyer, Brown, Lange and
other leading commentators substan-
tinlly agree in this view. In this decla-
ration of Christ, the King and Head of
the c¢hnreh, the whole materialistic ser-
‘vice of the Old Testament, including
instrumentzl musie, whieh, by His ap-
pointment, had been an intregal part of
it, was now set uaside and abolished, and
a New Testament worship was appoint-
ed whiclh is spiritual in its nature and
radically different from the Old. There
is not a seintilla of evidence that either
Christ or the apostles ever gave the re-
motest hint tnat sensuious instruments
should have a place in the spiritual
worship of the New Testament. They
arg absolutely without divine warrant.
T introduce mere human inventions
into divine ordinanees is to corrupt the
worship, because that which is not com-
manded is forbidden.

‘It Is Lawless.

2. Instrumental music is a corrup-
tion of New Testament worship beeanses

9

it breaks throungh the limitation which
God placed on iis use.

The word corruption used in stating
the subjeet is carefully eliosen. It is
from ‘‘eorrumpo,’’ which means “to
break through’’ or ‘‘to break io-
gether.”’ Dr. Jonathan Edwards in an
address on Corrauption in Polities, ex-
plained ihe meaning of tlie word ecor-
ruplion by a familiar illustration. Ie
suid: *If you earefully open an orauge,
and the orange be sound yon will find
its juieces enclosed in little saes or cells,
and thns held in separation. DBut if
the orange has Legun to deeay, you will
fiud tho walls of the cells broken down
and the juices rnn together. 'he orange
is corrupted. The same thing may Dbe
discovered 1 meat. When tho meatf is
untainted the jnices are held in organ-
ized eells, and when these arc broken
down the wmeat is corrupted.”’

When instrumental musie wus con-
flned within the limits of its divine
appointment as a part of a ceremonial,
typieal, materialistic awd earnal dis-
pensation, the worship was pure and
acceptable to God. But when it breaks
through the limitations whieh God has
placed: upon it and thrusts itself into
the spiritual worship of the New dis-
pensation, then it becomes ‘‘eorrup-
tign.”’ Two dispensations, which are
radically distinet in their nature have
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broken together and the spiritual wor-
ship of the New Testament is corrupted
by the sensuous worship of the Qld.

It Draws the Mind Away from God,
the Object of Worship.

2. Iustrumental music is a eorrup-
tion of New Testament worship beeause
it tends to draw the mind of the wor-
shipper away from God, who is the only
object of worship.

fWorship God,’”’ said the angel to
Jobn in Patmos. The very essence of
worship is the communion of the son)
with God. “*Draw nigh to God and He
will draw nigh to you.’’ James 4:8.
Until the living soul of the worshipper
comes into vital eontact with the living
God, worship has not begnn. What-
aver emotions are awakened in the soul
by the use of forms of devotion, these
must terminaie on God, or there is no
worship. It is possible that in religious
services which we eall worship, God,
who aloue is the object of worship,
may he left entirely out of view. In
such a case there is no true worship.

I ~ill guote here a few brief para-
graphs from an artiele whiel appeared
in the Presbyterian and Reformed Re-
view on the ‘“The Problem of Public
Worship.’? The writer says:

‘This 1s the first thing to be appre-
hended, that God is the object of wor-
ship, and the moment God drops out of
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mind and heart, that moment the wor-
ship ceases.”’

Again:  ‘‘The externals of religicns
worship are mere ladder and staging l?y
which to climb to Ged. Whatever in
them draws the mind from Iim,
whether in praise, or in prayer, or in
instruetion, is a defect hindering wor-
ship.”’

Onee more: ‘‘A mechanieal routine
of serviee, therefore, which, with rhyth-
mie flow, conducts the partieipant along
in sensuous comfort, the eye and ear
filled with a sensuous delight, the soul
pever startled from its dreamy repose,
is ratber a dream of worship than wer-
ship itself, and has no couutelmnc(.a in
any New Testament example, ¥ ¥ *
Nothing, therefore, can well be more
peruicious to the interests of trus ve-
ligion than a serviee so constructed as
to hiave in it the maximum of appeal to
the senses, und the minimum of appeal
to an enlightened mind or quicl\"ene'd
conscienge, or loving heart—that is if
it s edlled worship.”’

If this article had been written for
the express purpose of pointing out the
avil tendency of instrmmental music,
when conneeted with spiritual forms or
worslﬁp, it eould not have bheen more
aecurately. expressed than in these sen-
tences. - It tends to draw the mind of
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the worshipper away from the true ob-
ject of worship.

It is therefore Attractive to the
Unconverted.

The advocates of instrumental musie
in the praise service claim that it makes
the service attractive to the nncon-
verted and thus it becomes an effective
means of drawing them to the church.
To prove this, appeal is made to the
fuet that where churches provide ar-
tistic musie, throngs gather to the sane-
toary to hear the musie, who but for
tlis swould remain away. This is prob-
ably true. These persons go to the
sanctuary for the same purpose as that
for which they attend the opera—to
hear the musie. But how does this fact
bear upon the question whether or not
such service is true worship? We have
seén that the essential element in wor-
ship is that the soul of the worshipper
be brought in contact with the living
God. But nothing is more disturbing
to the unconverted than to be, brought
into the presence of the Holy One. If,
therefore, instrnmental music renders
the praise service attractive to the un-
converted, may it not be because it
tends to conceal God from view, while
it attracts the carnal mind by a purely
carnal pleasure?

The discriminating writer referred. to
above—speaking on this point, says:
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¢¢Yt is not worship which is aitractive
to such a nature, but simply some sen-
suous clement in the form with which
worship clothes itself to the eye, or in
the rhythm with which it fills the car.
So that the sweet-voiced choir takes its
lesson from DBottom the Weaver and
‘aggravate its voiee to roar you, 88
gently as any sueking dov ¢e,” the carnal
mind is ready to emcore its own dam-
pation in tho Athanasian creed.”’ Ile
closes with these words: ‘‘That, there-
fore, in praise, prayer, Or instruction,
which is equally and for the same rea-
son palatable alike to Christian and un-
believer, lowever aesthetically enjoy-
able to a refined taste, must be nmtter
of entertainment rather than worship.”’

But instrumental musie not only tends
to draw.the mind away from God, who
is the object of worship, but I remark
further:

It Draws the Mind of the Worshipper
Away from Christ, the way of
Approach to God.

4. Instrumental musicisa corruption
of New Testament worship because it
tends to draw the mind of the worship-
per away from Christ, who is the omly

way of approach to God.

Before Christ came, the temple, the
priesthood, tlie sacrifices and the ritu-
alistic worship assisted the worshipper
by directing his mind toward Christ. of





