Rev. H. H. Garnet rose to thank Mr. Cain for his remarks in
reference to the work of the Society at Washington. He (Mr.
Garnet) resided there, and he well knew the benefits result-
ing from those schools. As to the personal matters referred to
by Mr. Downing, he would say he might appeal to al present
whether they believed, that now, so late in his public life, he
had begun to falsify himself by putting himself under the di-
rection, and being made the tool, of white men. He had dur-
ing all that life been unpopular, for the very reason that he
was too independent to be used as a tool. For that inde-
pendence he had sacrificed something, and to-day was poor be-
casue of it. Mr. Downing made the objection, that the African
Civilization Society takes money from white men. “I think,”
said Mr. Garnet, “that when this hall was filled,—the major
portion white people,—the Finance Committee of this Con-
vention passed among them, and | was not aware that they
refused any means because a white man gave it. If Jeff.
Davis would send an amount to educate the colored children, |
would gladly receive it; and | would say to him, ‘That is one
good act you have done, if you have done no other.” Mr.
Downing, even, takes money from white men. As regards
the other personal remarks of Mr. Downing, | pass them by.
Those who know me, know well that | could retort if | chose.
But | will not retort. Mr. Downing and | have in days gone
by had many hard intellectual battles. He has hurled against
me all the force of his vigorous logic, and I struck him back
again with all my power. If | smarted from his blows, |
think I may say he went away a little lame; and he has never
forgotten it. If Mr. Downing ahs intended to cripple my in-
fluence in this Convention, t keep me out of office and off of
committees, he has successfully accomplished that purpose.
But we will work in our humble way, as we are laboring now,
to lift up the race with which we are identified, but especially
to give to the children of the people the education of which

for so long they have been deprived.”
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