The Rev. HENRY HIGHLAND GARNET was received
with great applause. After referring to the object of
the meeting, he paid a lofty tribute to the worth and
the honesty of the President of the United States. He
said they had reason to be grateful for the power of
petition, as it had succeeded both with God and with
the government. It was good cause for rejoicing that
slavery was no longer national, but sectional, and that
freedom had become national by the Congressional
Act, purging the District of Columbia of slavery.
They had also cause for rejoicing for the passage of
Mr. Lovejoy’s bill, prohibiting slavery in all the Ter-
ritories of the United States. (Tremendous cheering.)
The speaker then referred to the new beauty which
the stars and stripes now assumed before all the na-
tions of the earth; the folly of entertaining the slight-
est thought of colonizing the emancipated slaves. He
said that new duties would present themselves for the
colored people from that time henceforward, and they
must be ready to answer the call of their country to
stand up for the promotion of its interests, and the es-
tablishment of human liberty. In concluding, he paid
a high tribute to the great champions of freedom who
had long since gone to their rest; also to the Rev. Dr.
Cheever and the hero of Harper’s Ferry, John Brown.
He proposed three cheers for the Union, the President,
the Congress, and John Brown, “while his soul is
marching on,” respectively. The cheers were given
in each case with a hearty vehemence seldom sur-
passed at any of our largest public meetings. The
effect of these cheers and the waving of the snow-
white handkerchiefs was electric upon those who oc-

cupied seats upon the platform.
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