LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—It devolves upon
me to make a brief statement of the ob-
jects and plan of operation upon which we
have agreed to act. We propose to offer
such encouragements as shall induce the
African people to persevere in honorable
pursuits, and thus hasten the removal of
the grievous oppressions and unjust preju-
dices which are the sources of our long and
bitter grief. We have among us men of
talent and learning, but such is the preju-
dice against our race that they are not
employed. The African Civilization So-
ciety proposes, by the assistance of God,
to aid in the removal of those unchristian
barriers which are placed in the way of
our race, by discovering fields for the full
and free exercise of their talents and ener-
gies, either in our own native land, in Cen-
tral America, in Hayti, in any of the free
West India Islands, or in Africa, the land
of our forefathers. We believe that Afri-
ca is to be redeemed by Christian civiliza-
tion, and that the great work is to be chief-
ly achieved by the free and voluntary
emigration of enterprising colored people.
We hold it to be the duty of the Christians
and philanthropists in America, either to
send or carry the gospel and civilization
into Africa, to thus make some atonement
for the wrongs and crimes which the peo-
ple of this land have perpetrated upon that
injured country. In our efforts to accom-

plish this work we offer no excuse or pal-
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liation for the unjust prejudices which exist
towards us as a people. We reject the
idea, entertained by many, that the black
man can never enjoy equal privileges in
this country with other classes. To admit
this would be to distrust the power of the
Gospel, and to doubt its universal triumph.
We regard the enslavement of our race to
be the highest crime against God and man,
and we hope, by teaching the Kings and
Chiefs of Africa better things, to induce
them to exterminate the slave trade and
engage in lawful commerce, and in this
way aid in destroying slavery in this and
all other lands. In carrying out our ob-
jects we ask for volunteers, and only for
volunteers. We appeal to all on the broad
grounds of humanity and Christian love.
Our plan of operation in Africa is this:

1. To confirm the friendly relations al-
ready established by members of the so-
ciety now there, with some of the chiefs in
the Yoruba country, by sending out a
company of virtuous, intelligent and enter-
prising colored people, who are now ready
to act as pioneers, and who will proceed as
soon as the necessary funds are raised.

8. To purchase lands at suitable points
for the use of the settlers, to be given to
them in equal limited quantities, and to
furnish the necessary mechanical and agri-

cultural implements.
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3. To erect school houses and houses of
religious worship, to instruct the natives
in the arts and sciences, and develope, by
intelligence and industry, the natural re-
sources of the country.

4. To promote lawful commerce upon
the coast of Africa, and the growth of cot-
ton and other tropical products by free la-
bor.

With the blessing of God we hope to se-
cure, as the results of our efforts, the diffu-
sion of the Gospel in Africa, and the con-
sequent overthrow of idolatry and super-
stition, the destruction of the African slave
trade, and the establishment of civil gov-
ernment by free colored men, based upon
true Christian principles, where ample
scope may be afforded to all for the exer-
cise of every mental and moral faculty.

In behalf of this important enterprises
we appeal to the patriot, the philanthropist
and the Christian—believing that the gen-
erous sympathy of our nature will lead
very many to act the part of the good
Samaritan towards Africa, by contributing
liberally to this object, and thus enabling
the society to enter at once upon the work
of African evangelization and civilization.

From the accounts recently received
from missionaries and explorers now in the
field, the society is encouraged to commence
a Christian industrial settlement in Yoru-

ba, where the chiefs are willing to receive
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missionaries and settlers, and have proffer-
ed their friendship to those coming to do
them good.

The society desire to raise $6,000 to
enable this company, with their associates,
to enter upon their work in Africa, and
earnestly appeal to the friends of the Afri-
can race for the needed amount, so that the
enterprise may be speedily commenced.

| am happy to state that we last week
received from our commissioners in Yoruba,
information that they had succeeded in ef-
fecting a treaty with the chiefs of that
country for a large and sufficient tract of
land, and that they are permitted to form
their own municipal laws, subject only to
the common law of that country. It is
stated that the chiefs and kings are not on-
ly willing, but anxious to have any num-
ber of intelligent colored men of this coun-
try, meet with them and settle there. Our
plan is not to subvert the government and
overthrow the reigning powers of those
countries where in the providence of God
we may be cast. We believe it would be
preferable to sit down by their side, and
not only teach the people by precept those
principles which we desire them to cherish,
but also to teach them by the power of ex-
ample those things that will elevate their
manhood and exalt their nature; and to
make them feel that we are a part of them-

selves—interested in everything which
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promises to promote their happiness and
increase their prosperity. | would state,
again, that we have now a number of men,
of the proper sort, who are willing to em-
bark in this glorious enterprise, and who
believe as | do, and as the officers and
friends of this society believe, that there is
a glorious future before Africa. We feel
encouraged when we remember that Africa
is one of the few countries whose future
destiny is a subject of Divine prophecy, of
which the Scriptures say, “Ethiopia shall
soon stretch out her hands to God, and

princes shall come out of Egypt.”
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