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   The Rev. H. H. Garnet addressed the 

meeting on the subject of the condition of 

the church in reference to slavery.  He 

charged the church of America with the 

guilt of sustaining a system of slavery the 

vilest under heaven, living upon the hearts’ 

blood of millions.  He said that many of 
the Doctors of Divinity in that City of 

Churches, Brooklyn, did not know the def- 

inition of the word man.  If they were 

asked to spell the word from an object, 

that object being a black man, they would 

say M-A-N, chattel, or M-A-N, property.  But 

the sin did not lie with the white people 

only; there were some black men who were 

a little [h]orse. V[olt]aire and Tom Pai[ne] 

had never been guilty of making infidels to 

the extent of the cle[rgy] of the United 

States.  They approached the young mind 

while yet in college, and poisoned it ere it 

had an opportunity of blooming in God’s 

broad sunlight.  True success in the work 

of the ministry depended upon a proper 

regard for the works of justice, truth and 

righteousness, without compromise.  A 

minister who did not lead his people, or try 

so to do, instead of spending his days in 

pleasing them and in bowing down before 

the shrine of their iniquities, had mistaken 

his mission altogether, and all such should 

be jostled out of their wrong into their le- 

gitimate calling in life.  He urged upon 

the people the importance of drawing clos- 

er to God the heavier the weight of wrong 
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laid upon them by their oppressors.  He 

concluded his eloquent speech with a soul- 

stirring peroration, thanking the God of 

liberty for the signs of the times, and the 

omens of not distant triumph. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


