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PSALM <. 3, .
- Know ye, that the LORD He is GOD, it is He that hath made
. s and not e ourfelves ; we are kis people and the fhcep of his

- paflure.  Enutcr into his gates with \thank/giving, and his courts
with praife : Be t/mnlful unto him and blefs his name.

IT is the indifpenfable duty of all the nations of the
carth, to know that the LORD he is God, and to
offer unto him fincere and devout thankfgiving and
praife. But if there is any nation under heaven,
which hath more peculiar and forcible reafons than
others, for joining with ane heart and voice in offer-
ing up to him thefe grateful facrifices, the United
States of America are that pation. And although
fome of them have, not many months ago, paid their
thankful, and publick acknowlcdgments to the great
Author of their pumerous favours, yet they will not be
relutant to comply with the recommendation of our
chief Magiftrate, for repeating 4 fervice fo important
and joyful ; efpecially confidering the great additie~al
reafons they have for it, and the affecting and agr

_ble idea of uniting with all the States in its devout

performance.
AND
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' AND among the various paffages of f{cripture which
prefented to view, none appeared more fuitable
~ than that which has juft been read, to excite and di-
rect our fentiments and expreffions of gratitude and
~ praife upon this great occafion. In the beginning of
this divine fong, the Pfalmift calls upon the inhabi-
tants of every land to-celebrate the praifes of God In
joyful ftrains. He then appears to addrefs himfelf
more immediately to the people of Ifrael, and exhorts
them to Fnow that the LORD be is God. That is, let
your minds be impreffed with a lively remembrance, a
deep conviction, that JEHOVAH, the God of Tfra-
el, is the only true and living God. And he is our Cre-
ator,‘ far it is He that hath made us and not we ourfelves.
He hath not only called us into exiftence, as individu.
als, by his providential energy, but by the wonde:ful
and gracious operations of his mighty band, he hath
made us a nation, and tsken us into a near and happy
~ relation to himfelf. For we are bis people and the fheep
| of bis paflure. Thefe figurative cxbreﬁions allude to
- the condu&t of the God of Ifrael, in making that peo-
ple the object of his pecyliar car¢ and kindnefs, re-
- deeming them from cruel bondage, leading them into
- the land of promife, imroducingl them into his rich
and plentiful paftures of invaluable privileges and en-
~ “Joyments ; that is, making ample provifion for their civ-
il and religious inftraion, fecurity, virtue and happi-
nefs.* For all which they were bound ‘to enter his
gate: with thankfgivin g» and his courts with praife.
| - NOW,
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now, although the condué of God towards us as &
nation has not beea marked with wonders and mira~
cles, as it was towards the people of Ifrael, vet has it
not been fuch as to warrant us to adopt, with a good
degree of propricty, the language of the Pfalmift and
fay, « The LORD he is God, 'tis he who hathmade
us and not we owrfelves; we are his people and the
fheep of his pafture :” Let us therefore <® enter his
gates with thankfgiving, and his courts with praife.
Let us be thankful unto him and blefs his name.

TAKING the text in this appropriate fenfe, it Jeads
us to confider

I 7HE reafons and motives we have fer offering to
God thankigiving and praife :

1. THE nature and manner of this duty; or in
what it confifts, and how it is to be performed. .

1N the firft place, we are ferioufly to confider the

reafons and motives we have for oﬁ'crmg to God thmkf
giving and pmlfe.

HE firft reafon is, that h‘e is indeed the only living -
and true God. Know that the LORD he is Ged.

And do we not all profeis to know and belicve that
JEHOVAH the God of Ifrael is the true God ; the

Author of all being and the Difpenier of all benefits 2
L and
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and that, confequently, it is our indifpenfable duty to
honor him with a tribute of adoration and praife?

SECOND' Y, As he is the true God, fo he'ftands
related to us as our moft wife, powerful and benevo-
lent Creator. For it is He who hath made us and not
we ourfelves. God is faid to create things in feveral
different fenfes—Firft, when he produces fomething
where nothing before exifted. Secondly, When by
his immediate wi{dom and power he forms or raifes
creatures out of pre-exiftent matter. Thushe formed
Adam out of the duft of the earth, and caufed the
earth and waters to bring forth thofe various tribes ot
living creatures which inhabit them. Thirdly, when
by the operation of the laws and principles of nature,
he caufes fome beings to produce others of the fame
conftitution and likenefs with themfelves. Thus when
one generation of plants and animals perifhes, < He
fends forth his fpirit” as the Pfalmift declares « and
they are again created, and he renews the face of the
carth.” In this manner, we, and all other living crea-
tures are now created. We are as really brought into
exiftence by a divine power, as Adam was, though this
power operates according to the laws, and through the
medium of natural and fecondary caufes—If then, our
being, in conneétion with the powers of life, action and
erijoyment which belong to it, together with all the
means of pleafure, fafety and bappine(s with which we
are furnifhed, is a great and fundamental bleffingde-

' rived
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Yived fram God, furely we aré bound to praife him for
| it, and to acknowledge the beftowment of it, as an cx-
preflion of his infinite powey, wifdoth aid goodnels.

FOURTHLY, Godis faid to miake or create 4 peoe
ple, when by the agency and dire&ion of his pro-
vidence they are foried into 4 nition, united by thie
bonds of civil fociéty, and ple.ced ander the influence
of civil governtent—In this fénfe, he is reprefented as
having made or ¢reated thé nation of Ifracl.—~Moles in
addrefling himfelf to that people, fays, ®Hath he
not made thee, and eftablhed thee ?”* So the .
prophet Haiah fpeaking to the famie people déclares,
Thus faith the the L.otd who zredted thee, O Jacob
and he that frmed thée O Ifracl.4 Now, although it be
true, that the opcratlons of divine provxdcnce in form-
ing the Jéwifh hation, weére miraculous, ahd extraor-
tlina’i‘y and ate not fo in forming any other nation, yet
'tis equally trué that his providence has, | i amore of-
dinary manfer, a dxrc&mg, fupcrmtendmg influence in
the formation of all other natiohs. This will be read-
ily acknowl'édg'ed by ali who believe the doctritie of a
general and partxcu!ar providence ; or that God or- -
ders, petmuits, dire&s and controuls, the great affairs of
the world, of Aations and foc:eus's, and even the con-
cerns of evety individual of mankind.” He hath
formed them with rational and focial natiirts, and in-
Ipired them with pnncxples and inftinéts whxch excite

ﬁ thcm |

ﬁ.b\—‘-:* | U v o ceammn S
. Dem. xxxii. & % Tfkiah xhii, 1.

, . N Sty
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- them to feck their own fafety andhappinefs; angd

hence they are drawn by ingclination and unpelled by

‘neceflity to form themfelves into {ocicties. But the{c

{ocieties cannot fubfiit, and attain the end of their
formation without civil government, and fuch laws and
regulations as are fuited to promote, and fecure their

order, fafety and happinefs. ‘Therefore as the. princi-

ples and circumftances which difpofe aqd:,conﬁr;ain a
people to affume a national capacity, and form a civil
government, originate from God, and. operate undcr
the fuperintendency of his Provxdcacc, their natiopal
ftate and charaéter are the c@'c& of his appointment
and agency, and he m.éy be faid to be their former afnd
Creator—And if their government 3nd civil infhitutions
are wife and righteous, and if _ﬂthc officers and magif-
trates who are to adminifter this government, to form
and execute its laws and regulations, are wife, jult and
faithful in the difcharge of their duty, then they are
dignified and warranted by the fanétion of the divine
authority and approbation—And hence it is that St.

| Paul in his Epiftle to the Romans afftresus : ¢ There
iro power but of God: the powers that be ate or-
-~(‘§¢§q¢d * ri0d, Whofoever therefore reﬁ(’ceth the

KA Mxﬁc“h the ordinance of God; and they that

. ﬁ i& ihall receve to themfelves damnation,  For ru-

lers wre not 2 terror to good works, but to the evil,
Wilt {how not then be afraid of the power? Do that

~whick is good and thou fhalt hav: praife of the fume ¢
for hie is 2 minifler of God to thee for good; but if

thou
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thou do thst which s evil, be afraid, for he beareth not
the fword invain; for 4e¢ 15 2 minifter of God, a re-
vehger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil.”*
‘Now, although feveral difficulties might occur in at-
tempting a particular explanation of this paffage, yet
it evidently teaches us, that however civil government
and its minifters may refult from human wifdom, ftu-
dy and labor, and from the choice and appointment of
the people, yet they are notwithftanding the ordinance
and the minifters of God. And hence St. Peter exhorts
us “ to fubmit to every ordinance of man for the Lord's
fake : whether to the Kimg as fupreme; orunto gover-
nors, as unto them that are fent by him, for the pun.
ihment of evil doers, and for the praife of them that
do well.”4 The reafon of all this, is, that every wife
and ufeful ordinance of man is confirmed by the ap-
probation and authority of God. From the foregoing
obfcrvations we fee the propriety of afferting, that a
people formed into a nation and placed under the in-
fluence of a wile and righteous government, is made
or created of God—And if this be true with refpe to
well formed and tegulated » icas in general, tis more
efpecially true with regard to our own, For will it not
be acknowledged that it was the kind and powerful
hand of divine providence, which led our forefathers
from their native country, and planted them in.thefo
far diftant regions, the uncultivated abodes of favage
beafts and men? Was it not the fame providence
which

8 o ce———_—y

* Rem. viii. 1, 2, 35, 4. 1 1 Peterii, 13, 14,
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which {o ordered their education and circumftances ag
to imprefs their hearts with fuch an ardent and indelis
ble Jove of liberty, as prompted them to feek the ef-
‘tablifhed and unmolefted enjoyment of it, in a wild in-
hofpitable defert, where they were expofed to number-
lefs toils and hardthips, dangers apd deaths? And was
it not, the {ame parental favour that enabled them to
cherifh’and cultivate the principles and bleflings of civil
and religious liberty with a wife and fedulous care and
dilgence ; and to form and eftablith fugh civil, litera-
ry and rehgnous infhitutions and regulations, as had the .
beft tendency to defend apd fupport all their facred
rights apd pr‘i}Yilcggs, and tranfmi¢ them inviolable tq
pofterity ? And when thefe rights and privileges werg
threatened and attacked by the policy and power of 3
malnus, a mxghty and warlike nation, what but the
jpecial protection, agency and gfﬁﬁance of a gracious
and powc;‘wl providence, inclined and enabled us to
Orvpofu and repel thefe agtacks thh umted vigour and
pu{cvvrancc, and condu&Aus through the to:ls, dan-
GErs, mlamltlcs and difafters of a long and grievous
war to tlwc eﬁabhfhca enjoyment of Peace, Independ-

ance :\nd leertvP And when that form of federgl
government, wlnch was uewfed and c&ablehcd with
that extreme caution and fenfe o hberty and inde.

pcndence, w}uch were natural to a people under the
circumftances which then cbt med was found intirely

inadequate and in! fuffic; lent to antwcr the ends of its in-

ftitution, what but the powerful and gracious influcnce
o | of
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of divine providence led us to form, 'to adopt and ef-
tablith another Conttitution with fuch a rcmarkable
degree of unanimity, harmony- and order ! What
though numbers were diffatisfied with it, yet the
voice of the people in its favor was, in the opinion of
able judges, much more general and univerfal than
~could have been expeted, - And its adoption and ef-
tablithment with fuch extraordinary peace and bar-
mony, are events which fill-the patiicts and politicians
not only of America, but of Europe, with aftonithment !
And muft not all wife and impartial judges admit that
the pature, the crganization and the execution of our
~ conftitutionhave been fuch, and thcbemeﬁual influences
and effe@s of 1t have been fo nu'nemus and various,
as to prove its wifdom, liberality and excellency to be
equal, if not fuperior to any otherin the whole world ?
Allow that it has defects (though I knqw not what they
are) yet 1s there, can there be any huiman mfhtutxon
that is free from them ? And if this Were abolifhed,
would there be any rational profpett o\f a better ? Ef-
pecially amidt the j Jarrmg principles, interefts and paf-
. fions of the prefent day, And if thofclwho have been

chofen and appomted to adminifter the Government
- of thefe States in its various dcpartmejts, have,'in any -
inftance, erred in opinjon, judgment or fara&icc,, where
s the man or the numbher of men who wxll venture to
affure us, or undcrtake to convince us tihat they could
baxye done better ? that they could have produced and

| {ecured
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fecured to our American nation a greater degree of
peace, fafety, wealth, honor and happinefs ? Ifour fed-
eral legiflators and magiftrates have fometimes differed
in fentiment, yet does not fact and experience prove
‘that the meafures of the majority have been in a great
degree wife and falutary ? And let candour and chaii-
ty put the moft favourable conftru@ions which reafon
“will permit, on the opinions and cenduct of thofe in
oppofite fentiments—Now from the preceeding train
of obfervations, are we not warranted to appropriate
" the words of our text, and fay, The Eord he is God,
it is he that hath made us and not we ourfelves—--Our
Nation was formed by his fpecial providence—Our
Government is his ordinance ; the officers of it are his
minifters for good, and that for all this we have the
higheft reafon gratefully to. adore and praife his name.

And may we not proceed a ftep farther and fay, We
are his people and the theep of his pafture ? For if his
granting us fuch an extenfive enjoyment of civil and -
religious liberty, affording us the facrec.  -afure of his
word, the truths, promifcs;, ordinances anu bleffings of
his gofpel ; of his granting us the means of civil, mo-
ral and religious inftru&tion and improvement, in fuch
a conftant and liberal abundance, as puts us under the
- beft advantage for fecuring our temporal and eternal
‘happinefs ; if all this brings God nezc to ws, 1n fuch
‘manner as to form that relation which denominates us
the people of God then certainly we are fo far his

people.
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people. - And if t. increalr: and eftablifh this relation
’tis neceffary that we acknowledge him to be the only
true God, and our God, and the divinity, excellency
and importance of the dofrines, ordinances ahd blefs
fings of his religion, and attend upon and imptove
them with ferioufnefs, confiancy and finceriy, then fo
far as we do all this, we ire his people. And if great
numbers have been dedicated to God by baptifin, if a
large portion of the Nation -have devoted themfelves
to him by covenant tranfaions and fpeéial ordinances,
and if a goodly number of them have done this with
unfeigned piety and fincerity, will not all this go ftill
farther towards cbn{’cithting us the people of God; and
laying us under a double obligaiion of renderirg te
him a grateful tribute of obedieace and praife ? ~ -

MAY wesiot add, that we are moreover the fheep
- of his pafture ? He has acted towards us the part of a
\wifc, powerful and compaffionate Shepherd, in watch-
ing over us, defending us, and makKing provifion for our
natural, civil, moral and religious fubfiftence and hap-
~ pinefs, . For in che firft -place, he has defended, and
{till continues to defend us, in & happy meafure ftom
the infidious policy and hoftile intentions of eur ‘ene-
mies, He hath, as our illuftrious Prefident pertinently
obferves in his Proclamation, * granted us ah exemp-
tion from foreign war, and an increafing profpect of
the continuance of that exemption.” And thns ex.
cmptndn 18 the more wOrthy of grateful acknowledg-
mcr*
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ments, becaufe, by our alliance with one of the bellis
gerent nations, and by the depredations committed on
our trade, and the hoftile appearances prefented .o us
by another, we were forcibly excited to war; moreo-
ver by gratitude, and by a friendly regard to the caufe
of the one nation, and by a refentment againft the
other, irritated by the mifguided zeal, or the miftaken
policy of men among ourfelves, we were ftrongly folici-
ted toarms.  But is it not clearly evident by the courfe
and iffue of events, and by the faveurable profpects
weé are encouraged to entertain of the compenfation of
our loffes and the redrefs of our wrongs, that the coun-
fels and meafures of the friends of peace were the moft
wife and falutary ?  And have we not great reafon to
acknowledge with gratitude the infiuence of that gracis
ous providence, which led to fuch counfels and mea-
fures, and has {o far crowned them with fuccefs? We
muft certainly acknowledge the magnitude of this fas
vour, if we duly confider the horrors of war, and the
blefings of peace. ‘That the fword of war is a dreadful
calamity we may learn from the late diftrefs, diforder
~and mifery which it has lately fpread through France ;
and the {hare which furrounding nations have fuftcred
in the fame calamities, Alas poor Poland; what bo-
{om does not bleed at thy melancholy fate! O inex-
orable War! what deftruétion of property; what de-
‘vaftation of cities, what flaughter of millions, what ra-
- -pine and carnage, what groans and tears of anguith and
diftrefs, have marked thy fanguinary courfc ! And
| whote
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whofe hiéirt does not recoil at the idea of realizing
thefe tragical fcenes on the plains; in the fields, towns
and villages of America? Ficlds; towrs and villages,
which feem rather deftined to be the abades of induf-
try and plenty, feg’dhﬁty and peace.  Who cin con-
template th fpecia zle of towns and villages in flames,
of fathar *ﬁf’ cthr Fiy hifbands and brdthérs wel "ter-
ing in blomd ; of ke ’1ghc "nd groans of parcnts; the
tears and lamentations of mdows sid orphar 8, without
the deepeft emotions of dnguith and grief ? And who
then does riot férvently deprécate the horrors of war ;
“and adore the God of peace for granting us an exerhp-
tion from them; afid. colitintiing to us the ineRimable
bleffings of trinquiility and fafety ? Befides what an o-
~ verwhelming load of deep-died wickednefs and guilt
muft harig upon the {oul of that natlon, of thofe indi-
viduals of it, who plunge it into war without the clear-
eft juftice, the moft prefling nccemty? Who is to an-
fwer at the tribunal of heaven for all the blood and
tarnage, the mifery and difties which mark its eourfe ?
Not only the firft aggteflors, but thofe al® who at-
tempt to repel thele aggreflois by the fword; before
all pacific meafures of accoramodation are found inef-
fetual, and juftice and neceflity watrant a- refort o
arms. Happy then for our nation that it is not in- |
Valved in the guilt'of blosd-~And happy for us too,
¢ That a feafonable controiil has been givei to & fpiric
of diforder, in the {uppreffion of the late infutree-
~ C tion.” * .

T Bee th?ﬁcﬁdent’ ﬁoﬂxmm’cn
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tion.” If the daring profecutors of that infiirre&ion
had prevailed ; if the fame fpirit of fedition and re-
bellion had fpread through all the ftates, a civil war,
the moft dreadful of all wars, muft have been the con-
fequence. Farewell then to our happy conftitution,
to our wife and liberal government, to all its filutary
laws and regulations, and to all the order and fafety,
peace and profperity, glory and happinefs we have en-
joyed under it. They muft zll haw {unk, perhaps
| irrecove/rab‘.y funk, in the wide and wafteful gulf of
anarchy and confufion, ruin and wretchednefs. But
thanks be to God, that under the influence and di-
reCtion ‘of his gracious providence, the wife and fpirit-
ed exertions of the -fathers and friends of our country
have been effeCtual to fupprefs the infurre&ion, and
more fully to confirm our precious tranquility. And
arong the various circumftances which attend this in-
terefting event, the readinefs with which our fellow-
citizens prefented themfelves to reduce theirdeludedbre-
thren to order and {ubordimation, the fpirit of fteadinefs,
harmony and benevolence with which they proceeded,
and the accomplithment of this purpofe with fo little
effufion of human blood, are fuch as ought to be re-
garded with the warmeft grantude and fatistaction.

wE may here alfo recollect the happy fuccefs of otr
arms againft our favage neighbours, who had fo long,
and fo frequently harraffed our frontiers, and commit-
ted cmel ravages upon the lives and praperties of owr
brethten ;
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brethren; and the favourable profpet of a juft and
honorable peace with thofe hoftile invaders., In all
thefe gracious difpenfations, God hath treated us as
the theep of his pafture, and like a kind, powerful and
faithful Shepherd, has defended his American flock a-
gainft the artful and the violent defigns of its enemies.
What though he permitted them for a feafon, to
threaten and difturb our peace and profperity in fucha
degree as to create us much anxiety and trouble, and
to darken our animating profpe&s with a gloomy cloud
of threatening evils, yet as he has reftrained and averted
thefe evils, difpelled the cloud which hung over us,
and reftored ina great degree our light and tranquility,
this,inftead of being a reafon for depreciating his favours,
is an argument for more fervent and joyful thankfulrefs
ard praife—~And can any one be under fo ftrong an influ-
ence either of prejudice, ignor2ace or ingratitude, as to
lay his hand on his heart and olemnly deny ¢ The hap-
py courfe of our public affairs in general——the unex-
‘ampled profperity of all claffes of our citizens ; and
that thefe are circumftances which peculiarly mark
our fituation with indications of the divine beneficence
towards us” ?* Do not our Conftitutions of State and
federal Government unite, and by their union, eftab-
lith Liberty with order ? Can a more happy union
and Combination of Governments ' = devifed by the
wifdom of man ? Andif they can, where is the inftance
of it 2 And whe are, or will yndertake to e, the Au-

thAarg

EO 4 B i e S T aw—_

* Sce the Proclamation.
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thors of fuch a device ? Wp humsn . inftitutions, we
acknowledge are, or ¢an be perfet; either in their fo.'rn\-,
ation or execution. But ’tis far cafier to cen.
fure and complain, thm to amend and improve, And
3f any are difpofed to cenfure and complain, muft nog
facts, muft not experience filence and coafute therm—
For do not fa& and experience unitedly manifeft, ‘t’hat;
in thefe Umted States, juftice is adminiftered, order
preferved, peace and fafety fecured, arts, manufattures,
é,griculture and commerce cncourqged and protetted,
as fully as in any State, Kingdom or Community in the
whole world ? Or if all has not been done in thefe ref-
petts which was-neceflagy to fatisfy our warmeft with-
es, yet muft not the deficiency be unputed cither tq
the youthfu] flate of our ration, or to want of power,
or, in fome {inftances, to want of cxpcncncc, in oth-
£ersto unfore(ccn and unavoidable cccqrrcnqes, and tq
that inevitable zmperfc&:on which mutt attend all hu-
map.plang, expedients and opgrations ? And what if
it (hopld be found that thofe who ate moft diffatisfied,
have been themfelyes the infiruments of preventing, in
fome inftances, that more perfe&t fucgefs and profper-
ity in public affairs, the want of which they fo loud-
ly complained of ? Now then; from the view
~which we have takcn of the peace, the profpemy, the
fafety, honor and bappinefs realized in our Nation,muft
we not fee] ourfelves under the ﬁ(ongcﬁ obhganons to
acknowledgc with fcrvcnt grautude, the infinite Rind-

nefs and Ipcneﬁc;cncc of the great ; and mercnful Shepherd
Ny of
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of hib Anveriéan fock, in defending, guiding and che:
fithing thetn with {uzch 4 conftant care, tetiderne(s and
diligence, and comiforting them with aumberieds blof-
ings of his graceand bownthes of N providence ¢ FHa-
vihig confidéred the teafons we bave for thahkfulnefs
and praife, we proceed in ‘the

. 11d. Place, to confider the nature and manner of thxs
duty ; or in what it ccm{' ﬁs, ang how it cught to be
Pcrformcd

AND in the firft place, ler it be obfetved that thank.
falnefs is a grateful homageof the heart ; it confifts
primarily in‘the infernal fentimerts Knd afR®ions df
the foul; ip'the heart being deeply imipreffed with a
fenfe-of the infinite kindnefs shd 'miercy 'of God, and
-difpofed to acknewledge ‘them with fentiments of glad-
‘pefs, humility, reverence and love—And this implies
an affe@ing copfcionfpefs of dur exceeding finfulmils and
{1l defery, 4nd the confequént freedom, riches and glory
‘of the divine goodnefs:and grace—And the flame of
;bankfulnc(s and praife which'is onkindied in the heart
fhould in the |

| SECQN D place, afcend up to God in of-
ferings and afcriptions of focial adoration, in fongs of
humble gratitude and joy. -Every perfon,every fociety
thould engagg in thefe devoyt and ¢hankful -acknow-
ledgments, {o that the whole people in their national
and colle®ive character and capacity, may offer up
praufe and thankfgiving to God. Ifit be a fufficient
reafon



( 22 )

reafon for an individual to worlbip and praife God, be-
caufe he made and preferves him, ’tis.equally a reafon
for a Nation to perform the fame dixty, for He alfo, as
we haye (hewn, is the maker and preferver of Nations.
—A Nation is confidered as a moral and political per-
fon ; its rulers, therefore, who exercife its underitand-
ing and will,fhould obferve and acknowledge the good-
nefs of the God of Nations, recommend the fame
conduct, and ftudy to diffufe the fame fpirit through
all the members of the great political body: So that
all the conftituent parts of it, and coulequentiy the
whole, may adore the majefty and mercy of God ;
may enter his gates with thank(giving, and his courts
with praife. And Thirdly, True thankfulnefs to God
confifts in paying a proper refpeét to his Inftitutions,
and putting a fuitable eftimation upon his benefits.
We (hould therefore highly value and refpect the Or-
dinances of his Gofpel, and the dotrines, precepts and
bleffings of his holy religion. Unlefs we exercife this
love and reverence for them, and manifeft thefe affec~
tions by a fincere faith, repentance and abedience, we
neither poflefs nor difcover a cordial thankfulnefs for
them. 'The religion of the Gofpe] is the moft excel-
lent and comprehenfive blefling which a pation can
enjoy. Tt not only teaches us the way to pardon, holi-
nefs and eternal happinefs ; but alfo gives us excellent
inftruttions upon the nature, the dignity and ufefulnefs
of :ivil Government and its Minifters ; commanding
us t> honor and refpet ther as the ordinance and

minifters



( 23 )

minifters of God. But is it not 2 melancholy truth,
that in thefe days of boafted light and liberty, people
feem 10 have too much forgotten that government has
any connetion with religion, or any dependance on
the appointment or authority of God? They pndc

themf{elves in the idea that the people are the fourifaen

sy of power, that the fovereignty refides in them,
and is by them delegated to certain reprefentatives,
whom they call the fervants of the people, but do not
confider that they are at the fame time fervants of God.
And hence they are too often guilty of the folly and
arrogance of trufting them not merely as fervants but
as flaves. For who does not obferve that the minifters
of Government are treated by fome, at this day, with
a boldnefs, indecency and indignity, which a man
would hardly ufe towards a fervant in his family ?
And does not this arife, in part, from ignorance
and inattention to the facred nature of civil Gov-
ernment, and the facred chara&er of its minifters.
'Tis readily acknowledged that the right of forming civ-
il inftitutions and appointing civil officers is vefted
primarily in “the people by their Supreme Governor ;
but when thefe are formed, and appointed, if they pof-
fels the charater and qualities, which are effential to
~ their nature and defign, they are ratified by the fanction
of divine authority and approbation ¢ and thercfore
ought to be viewed and treated with honor and ref-
pect. To treat them in this manners is an injunélion
of religion, a diGate of reafon, a condu@ neceflary
-to our own ititereft and happinefs, and a conduct with-

-t

out
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eut which we fhall never be fuitably thankful to God
{or the bleflings of a wifo and liberal Goverament.

"r13 undoubtediy the duty and privilege of the peo-
ple to watch ever the: condu& of their rulers, but not
withacaptious jealoufy,or anextremeand rigid exactnefs.
Candour and reafon require that thefe errors, in the
judgment or conduét of rulers which are not effenial,
and do not appear to rife from principles and in -
tions evidently evil, thould not be made fubje&s of fe-
vere and indecent cenfures and refle@tions. And when
minifters of Government forfeit the confidence of the
people, and the dignity of their ftations, they are to be
depofed, or fet afide, by the community according
to the rules of the Conftitution, end not by individuals
or fmall combinations of the people—And this depofi-
tion or rejefiion ought to be managed with caution,
candour, and an honeft regard to the public good, and
not with rathnefs and paflion, or at the inftance of am-
bitious men, who only with for the places and emolu-

ments of thole whom they are zealous to depote.

THE precreding oblervitions have been made with
defign to fhew the neceflity of refpe@ing and henoring
government and rulers, in onder to our being thank-
ful to God for them, and making a wife and gtateful
- improvement of the advantages they afford us. For
who will be thanktul for that whith he cenfures, re-
prcaches and contemns ? If then we woild be thank-

ful
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ful for the bleflings of civil fociety and government,
and tor all the advantages we derive from the admin-
iftration of political minifters and magiltrates, 12t us
view them as highly important, treat them with def-

ference and refpect, ‘and rejoice in them as great and
valuable enjoyments.

AND we ought to put a proper eftimation upon the
peace, profperity, and numerous privilegss and ad-
vantages with which our nation is diftinguithed—We
have feen that they are great and numerous, fuperior,
perhaps, to thofe of any other nation under heaven.
And if we do not eftimate them accordingly, what
reafon fhall we fee for ardent gratitude ? Shall we be
grateful for enjoyments which we are difpoled to de-
preciate and defpife? And yet 1s there not a perverfe
and ungrateful {pirit in man, which leads him to un-
dervalue his enjoyments, becaufe they are not equal to
his expeltations ? And are not we in danger of in-
dulging this criminal, ungrateful {pirit ? Perhaps we
have flattered ourfelves that our government, our ru-
lers, our laws and regulations, and the benefits we
fhould derive from them, would rife almoft to the
fummit of perfettion. Our expeltations have not
perhaps been compleatly anfwered. And hence fomeare
too ready tocaviland complain. Andinftead of con-
demning themfelves for their extravagant expeQtations,
they condemn men and meafures for not being as per-

fe&t as they have vainly expeéted—and they will not
D thankfully
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thank{ully receive and enjoy the benefits they have,
becaule they have not all they defire—They will not
acknowledge that degree of national fafety, peace and
happinels which obtains, becaufe ’tis not, in their
view, as perfect as it might be. But let us be fenfi-
ble that ’tis the folly, the fin, the deftrution of na-
tions and individuals, tc defpife, to lofe what they do
or might enjoy, by aiming at a perfetion which 1s be-
yond their reach—Let us then avoid ¢ hazarding the
advantages we enjoy by delufive purfuits.” Let us
confider how preferable our fituation s to that of other
nations, and how infinitely fuperior our enjoyments are
in number and magnitude, to what we deferve ; ac-
knowledge them as the unmerited gifts of God ; and
feel our unbounded obligations to him for making s
his people, and the fheep of his pafture.

FOURTHLY, Thankfulnefs confifts in a wife,
virtuous and pious improvement of the favours of
heaven. The virtue, the bomage, the gratitude ex-
pected from us by their gracious author, confift emi-
nently in a prudent, joyful and pious ufe and enjoyment
of them. Virtue and reafon are eafily fatisfied ; but
imagination, vanity and luft are infatiable ; they devour
rather than enjoy their cobjes, and are ftill mad for
.more. And perhaps one reafon why we, in this coun-
try, are no more perfectly contented, is, that we are in
purfuit of fuch boundlefs liberty, profperity and plenty,
as will gratify all our fenfual defires, and make us a

heaven
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heaven upon earth.~But if we indulge 'hefe extrava-
gant paffions and purfuits, we fhall never be fatisfied,
we fhall be always difappointed. And perhaps ’tis in
mercy that God hath cut fhort our fuccefs and plenty,
both by fea and land. Let us then learn the true na-
ture, ufe and value of Qur numerous enjoyments ; and
that to improve them with piety, gratitude and tem-
perance, is the only way to contentment and happ_inéfs.
For in this way we may add the joys of an approving
confcience, the happiné(s ot divine approbation, and
the bleffed hope of eternal life and glory to all our oth-
er enjoyments ; which will give them a fweetnefs and
folidity whickwthing elfe can communicate. Duty
and intereft, ?—thcrcforc unitedly vrge us to a proper
eftimation, and chriftian improvement of all the bene-
fits of fociety, the bounties of providenceand the blef-
fings of religion,

LASTLY, We fhould manifeft our efteem: of divine
favours, and our gratitude to the great Author of them,
by fincere and earneft fupplications to him for their
continuance. Such fupplications not only difcover a
proper fenfe of the greatnefs of our enjoyments, and the
infinite goodnefs of their Author ; but are the beft
means to retain them, and to procure the beftowment
of others. If we efteem the continuance and increafe
of our bleffings and enjoyments, as objects not wor-

thy of our prayers, we greatly and criminally depreciate

and defpife them. And can we expet that God will
continue
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continue to beftow what we thus treat with negle&
and indifference ? Prayer 1s not only an appointed
mean to procure the beftowment and continuance of
favours, but it has a happy influence to prepare our
minds for a thankful reception and virtuous improve-
ment of them, Othen let us all, under a grateful
and admiring apprehenfion of the diftinguithing mercy
of God, adore his perfections, believe his truths, obey
his precepts, attend his ordinances, implore, receive
and improve his benefits, focial, civil and religious,
with fuch humility, piety and diligence as may effec-
tually promote our virtue and happinefs as individuals,

our peace, honor and profperity as a nation, and our
everlafting jov and bleflfednefs as children of God
in the Kingdom of his Glory, AMEN.





