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ORATION, &

BreTHREN, FriEnNDs and FeLrLow-ciTIZENS,

T is with mingled emotions of pain and plea-
fure, that I attempt to addrefs you on tiiis
occafion. The event we celebrate, is fo grand,
fo illuftrious and joyful, that every heart nuuit
beat with wonder and dclight, in the contempia-
tion of it : And yet 'tis fo extraordinary, fo in-
terefting and important, in its naturc ausd
connexions, that I greatly fear I fhall not be
able to do it juftice : But I flatter myfelf, thas
the delightful and liberal affe@ions you fodi
upon this aufpicious Day, will increale your
natural benevolence and difpofe you to attend,
with a candor f{uited to the occafion.
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PerMmiT me then to intrcduce the prefent
{ubjed of attention, by congratulating you zll,
my Fellow-citizens, upon the reftoration .of
Peace, and the cftablifhment of INDEPEN-
pENceand LieerTy. This is an event, which
muft have been the obje of every virtuous and
benevolent citizen, amidft his various withes
and cfforts, during the preceding conteft : An
cvent which ought to be notic’d with devout
and grateful acknowledgments to the GreaT
Disroser of all things; and with all cor-
refponding demonftrations of joy.

Tuz ordinary effe@s aud operations, which
take place in the natural and moral world, are
fufficient to imprefs our minds with the belief

of an alwife and univerfal Providence, and -

awaken a regard to the powers and principles
of the human race : But there are periods, fo
crouded with extraordinary occurrences and
tranfa&ions, as that they feem cfpecially de-
fign’d to cxcite an uncommon attention to

the perfe@ions of the Deity, and the difpofi-

tions, chara&ers and condu& of mabkind. °

R
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Such a period is the prefent ; the moft remarka-
ble that has taken place fince the firft fettlement
of America ; and equal in many refpects to any
recorded in the hiftory of modern times and na-
tions. This muft appear obvious even to fuper-
ficial obfervers, it they will attend for a moment
to the caufes, the operations, and the progrefs ot
the latc tloody and obftinate conteft, and con-
traft them with the prefent happy and honora-
ble Peace. Peace, my Brethren, there is pleafure
in the found | ‘There is more in the fignification !
'T'is comprehenfive of cvery civil and focial bene-

fit. The Peace we now celebrate is peculiarly

delightiul and important : " I'is the happy, the

. glorious conclufion of a war attended with dan-

gers and {ufferings innumerable, A war, on the
doubtful cvent ol which, the meft precicus and

" valuable intcrefls and privileges were fufpend:d.

We well remember the premeditared, the unpro-
vok’'d and unrighteous attack which was made

~upon our Rights and Li: mmcs, our lives and pro-.
- perties, by a [roud and imperious nation, w hoefe

2
¢

2

armics kad been viGorious by land, and whofe
fleets had rode trivznphant on the feas . who were
decem’d
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deem’d formidable bty all, and invincible by

and unprepared fituation, when the blood of :
our Brethren, fpilt by the hand of lawlefs vio- ,

lence, firft rous’d us to arms : And as a tra-

vciler who has pafs’d a dangerous precipice,
trembles at the review of the hazard he has
but juft efcap’d ; fo we are ready to recoil at
the recollection of thofe deprefs’d and critical
circumitances to which we have been reduc’d ;
¢ when the fate .of Amcrica flood trembling
cn the point of fufpenie,” and one more fuc-
cefsful effort of our enemy might have plung'd

%

themfelves.--We remember our own defencelefs |

her into irretricvable ruin. But gracious Hea-
ven, which is always ready to fuccor injur’d in. -
nocence in the hour of extremity, flep’d in to
our relief 3 and by dire@ing our Generals and |
Armics to the moft { .ﬂoJ'tL!e fuilivl and vi-
gorous efforts, pur aa c.-huciua! check o the
progrefs of our enemv, bLehled their defigns,
and turn’d that ruin 2ad difgrace, which thcv.

fondly imagined swic cortun Qe uoon g lelr
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awn dovoted heads.
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Burt I cannot, I need not, particularly trace .
the various events of the war ; the moft impor-
- tant of them are flill frefh in your memories., I
need not recount on the one hand, the various
painful paflions which have agitated our breafts,
‘the hardfhips and calamities we have fuftain’d,
the treafures we have exhaufted, the blood we
have {pilt, the cruelties we have fuffer’d, and
the arduous efforts we have made, while we
have been ftruggling through difficulties, dan-
gers and deaths, to the happy manfions of Li-
berty, Independence and Peace.--Nor will I, on
the other hand, recapitulate the wife counfels,
the manly exertions, the fignal fuccefles, the ex-
pulfior. of enemies, the capture of armies ; which
have manifefted the power and wifdom of Provi-
dence, fignaliz’d the virtues of America, refle@ted
honor upon her counftls and her arms, fill'd her
with hope and encouragement, and ftruck atten- |
tive nations with aftonithment. Yet thefe are that
wonderful train of caufes and effc&s, which have
led on to the prefent glorious crifis: A crifis glori-
ous and happy, ia propoition to the numberlefs
evils we are deliver'd from, and the variousand ex-

tenfive blefliags and advantages we have obtained.
B Ir
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It is not difficult to forefee what muft have
been our wretched and deplorable circumftances,

had our enemies accomplifh’d their defigns.
That impolicy and injuftice which attended their -

counfels and meafures, the unexampled barbarity
which has diftinguifh’d their military operations,
that devaftation and rapine which have mark’d
the progrefs of their arins, have left us no room
to doubt their cruel and vindi&ive refentment
againft us : And had they fucceeded in theiren-

terprize, the ax, the gibbet and the halter muft |

have been the fate of our moft noble Patriots,

renown'd Warriors and virtuous Citizens. A -

fcene muft have opened too fhocking for de-
feription | Our Liberties muft have been anni-
hilated, our eftates confifcated and made the prey

of imperious Tyrants, and thofc few Friends to |

America who might have been fuffer’d to efcape

with their lives, muft have dragg’d out a .

wretched exiftence, under the accumulated mi-
fesies of poverty, flavery and contempt. And
this execrable patrimony would have been en-

tail’d upon pofterity, to, who can tell, how

many future generations.---Better muft it have

becn to have fpent the laft drop of our blood

D
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in contending for Liberty, than to have fuffer'd
the horrors of fuch an ignominious conclufion.

- BuT praifed be Heaven, the firuggle has
- terminated in a period of fuccefs and profperity
beyond our moft fanguine expectations ! The
great ARBITER of nations, to whom we made
our {olemn appeal, has efpoufed our caufe, and
crown’d it with a moft happy conclufion. How
is the fcene changed ? How different our fitua-
tion from that in which our infulting foe purfued
our feeble armies, and triumph’d in the prof-
pect of fpeedy conqueft ? America is free ! Is
independent ! And by the formal and explicit
acknowledgment of her relu@®ant enemies, ranks
with the nations of the earth | Rejoices in the
eftablithment of her Rights and Privileges, and
cxults in- the reftoration of peace and fecurity !
‘The ftorm of war is diflipated, and the air is no
longer wounded with the bloody enfigns of bat-
tle, the thunder of arms, the groans of the dy-
ing, and the infe@ious- exhalations of the dead.
The ground no longer groans with the thock of
armies, nor is hcap’'d with mountains of flain,
or choak’d with riyers of blood :---Wives and

chil-
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children, parents and friends, fhall no longer

ficken with painful apprehenfions for their dear-

eft connexions, nor lament them untimely fal- .
len on the blaody field ; or more than mur-
der’d in gloomy prifons, and floating dunge- .

ons of difcafe and want, wretchednefs and de-
fpair. The angel of Peace defcends with his
olive wand, and proclaims a period to thefe dif-

mal evils, and diffules joy and gladnefs thro’
every free and generous foul.  Let us then, for
the prefent at leaft, forget the injuftice and cru-
elty of our enemies, and fir:k cvery painful feati-
ment of anger and indiguation, in the more de-
lightful fenfations of gratitude and joy. Let the
mourning parent, the difconfolate widow and the
weeping orphan, divert for a moment from the
obje@sand caufes of their grief, and not damp the

gladnefs of this happy day with unawailing tears.
And let us lofe ourfelves in contemplating the blef-
fings of peace and profperity, and the lengthening
train of happy profpeéts which open to our view.
Our houfes, no longer expos’d to the plundering
hand and deftru@ive flames of a watchful and cruel
encm-, fhull now be peaceful manfions of fecu-
rity and reft, Our towns and cities thall no

- longer

>
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- longer tremble at the approach of hoftile inva-
ders, and mercilefs incendiaries.--Let our huf-
~ bandmen purfue the labors of the ficld with fear-
- lefs hearts and joyful profpe@s : The produce of
. tieir toil is fafe from the ravages of the enemy :
They thall no more be call’d, as they have been,
from their whitening harveft juft noding to the
fickle, to reap a rigid crop of hardfhips, wounds
and death, in the field of battle, Nor fhall the
induftricus mechanic be fummon’d from his fa-
vorite {eat of a&ivity and art, to form, cr to ufe
the equipage of war and the inftruments of death ;
but may beftow his labor and {kill upon the more
ufeful manufa&ures of civil and domeftic life.--
The Scholar, the Philofopher and all the Sons of
{cience and genius, are now at liberty to prole-
cute with fafety and plcafure, their favorite ftudies
and refcarches, to improve former difcoveries, to
furprize the world with fuch asare new, and to cul-
tivate all the milder arts of peace and civilization,
Peace and Liberty are the moft cordial Friends
to the mufes : Ufcful learning and valuable im-
provements, muft undoubtedly flourith under
the benign influcnce of a free government and 'a

generous patronage. And on the happy teturn
of
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- of Peace, the Patriots and Statefmen of America

have leifure and opportunity to form the beft
laws and regulations for the order, fecurity and

happinefs of civil fociety ; and the Minifters of

Government, to execute them with an integrity,
fteadinefs and perfeverance which fhall be high-
ly conducive to the public good.

A ND among the various advantages of peace
the freedom, the enlargement and the profperity
of trade and commerce, are not the leaft. The
merchant and the failor may rejoice in the liberty
of the feas :--No longer harrafs’d with burden-
fome impofitions, or unneceffary reftridtions ; no
longer watch’d and pillag’d by thc mercenary
tools of a tyrannical government, they may waft
their commodities to every climate, without mo-
leftation or difturbance ;--the ports of every nati-
on extend theirarmsto reccive them, from w hence
they may import the various riches and treafures
of the globe. The Fifbery fo important to our
commercial interefls, granted to us with fuch am-
ple privileges, muft afford us a living and inex-
hauftible fund of wealth and traffic ; a fund of

{uperior worth to all the glittering mines of Peru.
AND

D RIIIWTRLE e
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Anp if we attend to the extent of our territory,
it comprehends a vaft tra& of fertile country ;
" and affords a large opening for extenfive fettle-
~ment and population.--We have room for our-
{elves,--we have room for our children,--we have
room for all virtuous foreigners, who chufe to
feck in this happy land of light and liberty, a
fafe retreat from the cruel fangs of tyranny and
oppreflion. How does the genius of America tri-
umph in the extent of her habitation! And point
us to future towns, cities and ftates, to be erected,
in thofe diftant tra&s of country, where nothing
is now to be feen but lonely defarts and dens of
favage beafts. Some future years fhall behold the
weftern wildernefs fubdu’d by the hand of cul-
tivation, and rifing afreth in habitations of men,
and feats of induftry, health and plenty. Ame-
rica has but juft emerg'd tfrom her minority ; and
the muft (if the continues to be blefs’d with a tree
and happy Government, and enjoys the influcnce
and dire&ion of wifdom and virtue) rife in num-
bers and greatnefs, in arts and fciences, and in all
ufetul and refined improvements, to an equality
with the moft diftinguifhed nations of the earth :

And asthe lame of Liberty burns brighter in Ame-
~a
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rica than in any other quarter of the world, will .
not our example and our intercourfe with foreign
nations widely diffufe this facred flame, and ex-
tend its happy influence thro’ all the kingdoms |
of Europe, if not to the moft diftant quarters of §
the globe ? Even now, we are aflured by the beft &
authority, that fome nations, who fermerly have *
but fparingly tafted the {weets of Liberty, rouz’d |
perhaps by the ftruggles of America, and enlight- §
ered by thofe liberal fentiments which have in- *
fpir'd Statefmen and Heroes, have begun to a-

K,

bolith the impofitions of civil and religious ty-
ranny, and to affume the Rights of men and
Chriftians.--Happy indeed would be the effeéts i
of the American Revolution, fhould it be the |
means of communicating liberty and happinefs #
to millions of mankind ! b

PzrMIT me to add another animating prof- é
pe@ which rifes to view.--May we not indulge $
the pleafing hope, that the reftoration of Peace §
will open the way to a more extenfive prevalence
and advancement of Piety and Virtue ? I would }
not eclipfe the joy of this aufpicious day by

uncharitable reflc&ions : But is it not a truth too
obvious

GRS o)
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: obvious to be difputed, that the bufy and inte-
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refting concerns and operations of politics and
war, have diverted our attention from the facred
duties and obligations of religion ? And that the
peculiar circumftances of the times, with various
other caufes not now to be mention’d, have di-
minith’d our virtues, corrupted our morals and
diffufed among us a {pirit of vice, error and in-
fidelity ; whofe growing progrefs it not feafon-
ably and effc&ually check’d, may prove our dif-
grace and deftru&@ion. But we will not deprefs
our minds with gloomy prefages. Let them be
infpir'd with the pleafing expelation, that the
Father of mercies, will animate the Minifters of
Government and Religion, with fuch ardent zeal
for the advancement of truth and virtue, and attend
their endeavors with fuch a divine energy, as fhall
render them effe@ual to revive their finking inte-
reflts, and caufe them to flourith thro’ the land.

- The horrors of war, and the terrors of public

judgments may affright people into a temporary
reformation ; but is it not in the {ecure tran-
quility of peace, that virtue and goodnefs take
the deepeft root, fhoot forth the largeft branches.

C and
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and bear the moft perfe& and permanent fruits ?
*Tis worthy of obfervation, that when the world
was compos’d into the profoundeft peace, our di-
vine Redeemer made his entrance upon this earth-
ly ftage, began by him(clf, and carry’d into effc@
by his Apoftles, the moft furprifing reformation
that ever the fun beheld. And fhall we. not ar-
deatly hope and devoutly pray, that a fimilar glo-
rious Reformation may fucceed the prefens Peace ?

T uese then, which kave been recounted, are
the bleflings, the advantages, which we poffefs
or expet from the prefent pacific cftablithment :
And are they real ? They feem indeed like the vi-
fionary images, and airy pleafures of a flecting
dream, which when we awake, vanith in a mo-
ment : But they are not fuch. The greater part

of them are fubftantial realities.

BuT to whom are we indebted for this profu-
fion of benefits ? Not primarily to the wif{dom,
benevolence or prowefs of mortals ; but to that
infinite fummary of perfeGtions, who fpread out
the Heavens with all their glory, and mouldle)d

‘ Y
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by his hand this mighty globe of Earth ; produc’d

all creatures by a word, and fuftains and com-
forts them by a ceafelefs and inexhauftable mu-
nificence. This Lorp of nature and glorious
Patron of human rights efpoufed our righte-
ous caufe, blafted the defigns of our enemies,
and effe@ted this happy and glorious Revoluti-
on.--Sing O ye Heavens, for the Lorp hath
aone it | Shout ye lower parts of the earth !
Break forth into finging ye mountains, QO for-
refl, and every tree therein, for the Lorp bath
redeen’d bis pecile I--Let our hearts catch thefe
triumphant acclamations, and our joyful thank{-
givings alcend to Heaven in one united chorus
of gratitude and praife.

Bu T is there no tribute of gratitude and ap-
pliufe due to thofe Heroes and Statefmen, who
have been the bold and fuccefstul Affertors of our
Rights, and the Fathers and Defenders of our
Country ? Yes thereis. The great Governor of
the world in the ordinary difpenfatiens of his Pro-
videnc:, makes ufe of fecondary and human ageats
tor the accompiifhment of his defias : And as

thefc
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thefe agents are rational and voluntary in their
operations, and often a& upon the moft virtuous
and generous priaciples, and difcover the moft
exalted abilitics,they are worthy of peculiar efteem,
gratitude and praife. And indeed every zealous
and a&ive friend to his Country’s caufe, of what-
ever rank or denomination, and whether em-
ployed at home or abroad, in the Cabinet or
the Field, fhould receive from his grateful
Countrymen, that portion of honor and ap-
plaufe due to his virtue and merit. But ’tis
impoffible that I fhould now pay a particular
attention to the numerous chara&ers which have
fhone with diftinguifhed luftre upon the Ameri-
can ftage. Go forth in a ferene cvening, turn
your eyes to thenumberlefs luminariesand bright
conftellations which glow in the concave of Hea-
ven. How bright, how numerous and how va-
rious ! Such are the intelle@ual ftars which have
fhone in the hemifphere of America ! And among
thefe refplendent lights it will not be difhicult to
difcover, by his fuperior magnitude and fplendor,
that renowned Cuier, who foremoft in the coun-

lels and operations of war, has led our armies to
conquclt
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conqueft and glory. But who is this that looks
forth from the Eaftern World, and lends to our
injur'd bleeding Country, the aid of his counfels,
his treafures and his arms ? ’Tis no other than
our noble and generous Ally, the illuftrious So-
viereIGN of France. How eminently our alliance
with this magnanimous Prince, and his accom-
plithed Nation, has contributed to our profperity
and fuccefs, let the hero Cornwallis and his cap-
tur’d army declare.  But while we celebrate the
virtues of the living, let us not forget the merits
of the dead. A fympathetic tear fhed to the me-
mory of thofe valiant Warriors, who fpilt their
blood and breath’d out their fouls in the ardu-
ous ftruggle for Liberty and Independence, can-
not mifbecome the prefent joyful cccafion. Alas,
ye haplefs Heroes | ye perifh’d in the ftorm of
. conteft, and never reach’d the blifsful port of
Pcace. Perith’d did I fay ? Not fo ; but too
early ye reach’d the goal of military glory ; yet
ftill you live in the hearts of your grateful Coun-
trymen, and in the facred annals of fame ; your
memories fhall be tranfmitted to pofterity with
increafing luftre, and generations yet unbora

~fhall celebrate your praifes | Rur
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BuT having travel'd thro’ the rugged fcenes
of war, and obtalned at laft the blifsful retreats of
Peace, fhall we now fit down in indolence and
eafe, and erroneoufly conclude, our cares and la-
bors are forever at an end ! No, my Fellow-citi-
zens, no. Much remains to be done, to preferve
firm and unimpair'd that magnificent ftructure
of Liberty, Independence and Peace, which has
been rear’d at the expence of fo much treafure,
toil and blood ; and to carry it to the higheft
degree of beauty and perfeion. Wifdom and
policy, integrity and watchfulnefs, a firm and
governing regard to the public good, with the
whole train of moral and political virtues,
muft exert a fuperior and unabating influence,
if we would preferve and perpetuate our nation-
al freedom and fecurity, happinefs and glory.
If we fink into carclefuefs and indolence, pride
and luxury, folly and diffipation ; if envy, felf-
ithnefs, avarice and ambition ; if any or all
of this brood of exccrabl: vices gain a predo-
minant influence over us, they will mifruide our
councils, corrupt our governments, encrvatc our
ftrength, deftroy our order ard {vcurity, difjelve

our
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our union, blaft all our glory and happinefs, and

lunge us into a tremendous gulf of infamy and
wretchcdnefs from which we may never be able
to emerge. But Heaven forbid fuch a difaftrous
fate ! And that it may be cffeGtuaily prevent-
ed, let every rank and denomination of people,
exert themlelves to the utmoft of their abilities,
in their refpeive ftations, for the promution of
induftry, a&ivity, temperance and moderation ;
and labor by the beft inftructions, encourage-
ments and examples, to advance and ftrengrhen
the influence of every virtue, and give the tullcft
force and credit to all the principles and obli-
gations of piety and religion. In this courfe
only, can we expe& to maintain the bleflings of
Peace and Liberty inviclable, and tran{mit them
improv’d and extended, to pofterity. And let
us inftantly offer up the moft devout and impor-
tunate fupplications to the Father of all mercies,
that he would delight in our profperity ; that he
would carry the wondetful work which he hath
already begun, to an elevated pitch of perfe&ion ;
that he would adorn us with thofe beauties and

excellencics which are the obje@s of his own pe-
culiar
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culiar complacency ; and make this land the joy
and glory of the whole earth,

A ND let us forever remember that Virtue and
Piety are not only indifpenfably neceflary to civil
Peace and Profperity ; but abfolutely requifite
to the enjoyment of everlafting Felicity. Ali
fublunary things are haftening to a period.---
¢ The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces,
even this great world itfelf {hall fade away ; and
like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion leave not a
wreck behind.” Happy, thrice happy, then,
will he be, who is found cloath’d with the ema-
culate righteoufnefs of our divine RepeEMER,
and adern’d with the living virtues of the fincere
Chriftian ; for he fhall afcend to manfions of
reft and fafety in the New Jerufalem, and tri-
umph there in the rapturous enjoyment of celef-
tial Peace, Bleflednefs and Glory throughout the
endlefs--endlefs ages of eternity.






