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Admiral?"
"It amounts to $4,500.00 ,

as my salary while in active service

was $6,000.00. But now, my dear

brother, I am a Presbyterian and am

in a position to appreciate the work

you have done for the kingdom of

Christ in connection with the Presby-

terian Church. How long have you

preached the Gospel ?" "I have been

in the active ministry for sixty-five

years. (For such is the record, my

brethren) . "You have ! Well, the church

should surely do abundantly for you

in your old age. Would you mind tell-

ing me what you are receiving ? But

before you tell me, I will remind you

C

that I am aware of your needs, know-

ing that you did not have the opportu-

nity to lay up anything as I did.” “That

is true, Admiral. My living was always

small I am not complaining of what

the church is doing for me, and would

not tell you, did I not know of your

interest in the matter. So I will tell

you that last year the church gave me

$300.00."

And the sad part, brethren , is that

this is not a hypothetical case, but such

a conversation could actually occur,

with every statement absolutely true.

Memphis, Tenn.

HOW CAN THE MINISTRY BE RECRUITED?

REV. A. M. FRASER, D. D.

HRIST gives us one answer to

this question in most unmistak-

able language. "Pray ye, there-

fore the Lord of the harvest,

that he will send forth laborers into

his harvest." What a profound satis-

faction it is to have any one duty and

opportunity of life defined for us so

clearly and with so much certainty!

How violent , almost explosive , is the

response of the Lord foreshadowed in

that command ! "He will send forth

laborers." Some read it "He will thrust

forth laborers," and some read it more

strongly yet, "He will hurl forth la-

borers." It was so he forced out

Moses from his seclusion, and Gid-

eon from his hiding, and Jeremiah

from his diffidence. If we need any-

thing to fortify the Word of the Lord,

the actual experience of the Church

supplies it. Whenever the number of

candidates runs low, we become alarm-

ed and the springs of prayer are start-

ed all over the Church. At once the

number begins to increase. But we

do not too easily become satisfied

and restrain prayer and allow the num-

ber to recede again.

But not only should we pray a gen-

eral prayer of that sort, that the Lord

would send forth laborers, we may

make specific prayers for individuals,

that the Lord would send forth par-

ticular persons to become laborers in

the harvest. It must be confessed that

the warrant for this in the Bible is not

so explicit. But there can only be one.

objection raised to it and that objection

is raised. The objection is that it is

the prerogative of God to call men into

the ministry, and it is a piece of pre-

sumption on the part of one man to

ask God to put another into the min-

istry, when he does not know that God

has called him. There are two an-

swers to the objection:

First, the same sort of an argument

would prove that we ought not to pray

for the conversion of any individual.

Conversion is the prerogative of God,

but none but God can convert a soul.

And God himself elects or chooses the

individuals who are to be converted ,

but that does not prevent one praying

for the conversion of any individual.

Second, whatever it is we pray for,

we ought to say, "If it be Thy holy

will." If, therefore, we pray that some

particular young man friend of ours

may become minister and always add

"If it be Thy holy will," we have not

trespassed upon any ground that God

has reserved exclusively for Himself.
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Ministerial Relief

Here again a gracious experience

comes to strengthen our conclusion.

How many ministers there are today

and how many there have been in all

generations of the Church who have

been dedicated to the ministry from

their birth ! Take a few concrete cases.

A young man went home from a mis-

sionary meeting with a great hope and

a great joy contending for mastery in

his heart. His hope was that he might

be honored of God to be a worker in

the foreign field. His fear was that it

might break his mother's heart, for he

was "the only son of his mother, and

she was a widow." Imagine how hope

and fear were forced into joy when the

mother met his secret with a counter

secret-she had dedicated him to mis-

sions in his infancy. For many years

now the Lord has been putting the

seal of his approval on his ministry in

a foreign land.

Another youth returned to his home

from a young people's missionary con-

vention and reported to his mother that

he had volunteered for mission work

in Africa. He then learned for the

first time that his mother had dedi-

cated him to mission work in Africa

when he was a babe in her arms.

A few years ago the Missionary

copied from the Baptist Missionary

Magazine an incident from the life of

Dr. Jacob Chamberlain that is the

counterpart of these two. It is as fol-

lows : "At his birth, in 1835, his mother

consecrated him, her eldest son, to the

work of Foreign Missions, so far as

her influence should be able to accom-

plish it. Her son knew nothing of

this and though he grew up with a

deep interest in missions, did not offer

himself for service until about the

completion of his education. "

We are all familiar with Dr. Paton's

beautiful description of his father's

place of prayer in their humble Scottish

home, and his own belief that his thrill-

ing life was rooted in his father's closet.

It was not an accident that the parent's

prayers coincided with the election of

God inthus producing two of the most

remarkable missionaries of this age.

But while much of the responsibility

is in the hands of the parents, it is not

all there. The minister, the Sunday

school teacher, a consecrated elder or

private member, man or woman, can

do a great deal, by watching the youth

of the Church, selecting particular

ones as subjects of prayer, and by en-

gaging the prayers of others to the

same end.

Another way by which we can get

candidates for the ministry is to follow

up the prayers by a tactful and prayer-

ful suggestion to the person. Parents

cannot do this so well, because the

child has profound regard for the judg-

ment and wishes of his parents that

there is danger of his mistaking the

parental suggestion for the call of God.

But someone else may do it. A word

fitly spoken, a much-prayed over letter,

the placing of a tract in the hands of a

young man, may arrest his attention

and set him to praying for God's guid-

ance. One of the most useful pastors

we have tells how, when he was a young

man, he received such a suggestion

from an elder, and, whereas he had

never thought before of being a minis-

ter, he now went to a solitary spot in

the woods and poured out his soul unto

God to show him his duty.

Years ago an elect lady in the town

of Waynesboro, Va. , called a little Ne-

gro boy from the street into her home.

After talking to him kindly for a while,

she said , "William, when you get to

be a man, I hope the Lord will send

you as a missionary to preach the gos-

pel to your people in Africa." Out of

that suggestion has grown the ministry

of W. H. Sheppard in the Congo.

Three sons in the ministry, several

colored servants from his home in the

same calling, and a large number of

young men from his church, are the

fruit of one man's zeal, that of the Rev.

Dr. Jacob Henry Smith , of Greensboro,

N. C.
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We greatly need to have the atten-

tion of young men directed to the min-

istry and their prayers for divine guid-

ance stimulated by the judicious sug-

gestion of older Christians. If they

can be brought to think and to inquire

at the Throne of Grace what their duty

is, we may feel secure "The meek will

He guide in judgment and the meek

will He teach His way." Staunton, Va

RECEIPTS FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL

RELIEF.

Receipts for the first ten months of

the current year were $67,650.86, show-

ing a decrease of $2,759.71 , compared

with the corresponding period last year.

The General Assembly has requested

$172,666.67, or 14 per cent. of the

amounts contributed to the Assembly's

SOUTH AMERICA TO HAVE

The Commission on Latin America,

of which Dr. Robert E. Speer is chair-

man, in its report to the World's Sun-

day School Convention at Zurich in

1913, revealed the urgent need of a

Sunday school advance in South Amer-

ica. Less than one out of 190 of a

possible Sunday school constituency is

actually in the Sunday school. Bishop

Stuntz reports that the Methodists,

who have the most extensive Sunday

school work in South America, have

fewer schools in the whole southern

continent than they have in the one

city of Los Angeles, Cal. Not only are

Sunday schools few and poorly attend-

ed, but they are for the most part

lacking in equipment, grading, litera-

causes, for this work. If this amount

is contributed this year, $105,015.81

must be received by the 31st of March.

All funds on hand should be remit-

ted as promptly as possible to Mr. John

Stites, Treasurer, Fifth and Market

Streets, Louisville, Ky.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY.

ture, and in trained lay leadership.

The future of the Evangelical Church

in South America is very insecure

while such conditions prevail.

The World's Sunday School Asso-

ciation is now completing arrange-

ments for the support of a Sunday

school specialist who shall give his en-

tire time to building up the Sunday

school work of the various Mission

Boards operating in South America.

The man selected is the Rev. George

P. Howard, of Montevideo, Uruguay,

a man of fine equipment and experi-

ence and one of the best Spanish schol-

ars among the missionaries of Latin

America.-Men and Missions.

“IF GOD PERMIT.”

(“It is my purpose, if God permit; to become a foreign missionary.” )

"If God permit"-'twill bring to me

The sadness of a sobbing heart,

The sorrow, as for years we part,

The piercing of a feverish dart,

The anguish, and heart-agony !

"If God permit"-'twill bring to me

A life to heated labor lent,

With peril, pain, and sorrow blent,

A struggle ' till my strength is spent,

The vision of a Calvary!

E. H. H.

"If God permit"-'twill bring to me

The joy of answering His call

To lift my brother from the pall

Of darkest death, and give to all

The vision of the Christ to be!

"If God permit"-'twill bring to me

Compensation full and rue,

Something worthy of the strife,

Something dearer far than life,

The vision of Eternity !

Davidson College (N. C.)
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