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ORIGINAL. 

THE PRESIDENT AND GONGEESS. 

W e have written in condemnation of the President's bargaining 
with the Southern leaders before his accession to the Presidency, 
and of the evils it has begotten. These men have never lost sight 
of the advantage they gained. The President's course, his private 
dealing on public interests, alienated from him the Republican 
leaders for a long time. A change, however, has oome in the rela­
tion of these parties. This change was inevitable. The Southern 
people with their allies, the Northern Democracy, still differ radi­
cally from the party that carried the nation through the war, and 
there was no room for a compromise. The Democracy, being in 
the minority in the North, is still necessarily controlled in caucus 
by the South, and it is now as it was before the war, and even 
worse, in that now that party reflects the views of those lately in 
rebellion. 
With the present Congress, the power in the Senate passed into 

the hands of the Democracy. They had already sway in the House 
of Representatives. This year they have full sway in both Houses, 
not however, a two-thirds vote. They have sought to repeal laws 
that discriminate in any way against those of them that have been -
in rebellion and the laws that militate against the heresy of State 
Bights. The conflict has now centred on the election laws. 

Full control of the government for purposes of legislation re­
quires two-thirds of each House, or the President and a majority in 
both Houses. The Democracy have taken a definite stand to force 
tbeir ends. They have determined to secure legislation by refusing 
appropriations to the Executive to carry on the government, if they 
are not yielded to. This ground they took in the House last year, 
in framing the appropriation bills, to which they tacked provisions-
of repeal of laws objectionable to them as Democrats. An extra 
session was forced on this one issue, and again and again they have 
tried the President. They have yielded, however, partially in the 

17 



1879.] The Unity of ihe Church. 285 

THE UNITY OF THE CHUEOH. 
BY REV. J. M. FOSTER, CINCINNATI, OHIO. 

"One Lord, one faith, one baptism."—Ephes. 4 : 5. 
T h e visible church is "the society made up of all such as in all 

ages and places of the world do profess the true religion, and of 
their children." The distinguishing marks of the church are, 
soundness of doctrinal sentiment, a lawful and regular ministry, 
and a due administration of gospel ordinances. Any society pos­
sessing these characteristics, can claim membership in Christ's 
house. Respecting this church, the apostle here asserts that she is 
one. B y this unity Ave do not understand a mere aggregation of 
the heterogenous elements of Christendom. Such a unity would 
remind one of Burke's description of Lord Chatham's cabinet: 
" H e made an administration so checkered and speckled; he put 
together a piece of joinery so crossly indented, and whimsically 
dove-tailed; a cabinet so variously inlaid ; such a piece of diversi­
fied mosaic ; such a tesselated pavement without cement; here a bit 
of black stone and there a bit of white, that it was indeed a very 
curious show, but utterly unsafe to touch, and insecure to stand on." 
This is the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. It is not 
a forced uniformity, but unity in variety. As Harbaugh saj's of 
the heavenly worshippers : " They bore the distinctive character­
istics of the ' nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,' out 
of which they had been redeemed. One as saints ; one in their 
holiness and joy; but distinct and various as individuals. Those 
happy worshippers do not stand like statues formed in one mould, 
but as living beings, exhibiting, both in their characters and 
worship, an endless variety in the deepest unity." 

1. The church is one in her origin. The church is a "kingdom," 
of which Jesus Christ is the proprietor. uMy kingdom is not of 
this world." A " household " of which Christ is the head. "As the 
husband is the head of the wife, so is Christ the head of his church ;" 
a building of which he is the architect. " Upon this rock I will 
build m y church." The church owes her existence to Christ's med­
iatorial authority. Without the work of Christ, agreed upon in 
the eternal counsels, the church could never have had a being. Her 
entire structure, privileges, and ends, rest on what he did. But for 
his engagement from eternity, it is impossible to see how such a 
society as the Church of God could ever have existed. Nor is this 
all. The church owes her existence to the creative authority of the 
Redeemer. She is not a self-existent, self-constituted association, 
merely formed by voluntary agreement or mutual compact among 
her members, with reference even to the work of the Son of God. 
She is expressly founded by the voluntary and authoritative ap­
pointment of the Redeemer himself. H e founded this church in 
Eden, when he called the attention of the guilty pair to their desti­
tute and sinful state, and announced the Protevangelium, "The seed 
of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head." H e re-organized 
her when he appeared to Abraham as the angel of Jehovah, the 
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uncreated messenger of the covenant, and made him " the father of 
many nations;" for that covenant, we know, " was confirmed of 
God in Christ." H e started her upon a new career at Sinai, in the 
giving of the law, for we are assured that the law was " ordained 
by angels in the hands of a Mediator." At the introduction of the 
INew Testament dispensation—that dispensation which is to continue 
to the end of time—we are assured that the Lord Jesus Christ him­
self administered ordinances, authorized and sent forth ministers, 
countenanced with his presence the social meetings of the church, 
and, on the day of Pentecost, shed abundantly on his assembled 
disciples the influences of his Spirit. The church originated in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. The church is one in her head. " H e is the head of the body, 
the church." Seated, as becomes a king, in the highest place, the 
head gives orders to all the members of the body, sending out his 
orders along the nerves as along telegraphic wires ; the head con­
trols the whole body. At his command the eye opens or shuts, the 
tongue speaks or remains silent, the hand rises or falls, the foot 
moves or remains at rest. The head is the most absolute monarch 
in the world. His subjects never mutiny. They never hatch any 
conspiracies. Pattern of the obedience we should yield to Jesus 
Christ, they yield implicit obedience to the head. Archbishop 
Cranmer was sentenced to be burned at the stake for the word of 
God, and for the testimony of Jesus. Pattern of true penitence,. 
he resolves that the hand that signed his recantation shall perish 
first. H e is chained to the stake, the faggots are kindled, and the 
forked tongues of the fire gather up about him, as if impatient for 
their victim. By the force of his iron will, he holds that hand in 
the flames until it drops from his body. At the command of the head 
the hand lays itself down for amputation. Let the head forgive, and 
the hands are instantly opened to receive that of an enemy, in token 
of estrangement gone, and quarrel buried. As the head is the 
supreme executive organ of the body, so is Christ the sole 
administrator of the church. As the head of the body is one, 
so is Christ the only head of his church. The Father has placed 
the crown of ecclesiastical supremacy upon his head, and he refuses 
to share it with any deputy under heaven. H e needs no vicar or 
vicegerent to administer his spiritual government on his behalf. 
That he has reserved as the sole prerogative of his own person. 
H e has delegated his incommunicable headship to none; neither to 
pope nor prelates; neither to patriarchs nor parliaments. H e will 
brook no rival upon his throne, and wicked usurpers he will hurl 
therefrom in his anger, and destroy them in his hot displeasure. 
The church knows only one head and husband. " For as the hus­
band is the head of the wife, so is Christ the head of his church." 
It would be utterly inadmissible for a third party to come in between 
the husband and the wife, and under him, assume the administration 
of the family; and as it would be criminal for her to be espoused 
to such an usurper, so it is not to be endured for a third party, 
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whether pope, prince or prelate, to come in between Christ and his 
church, and under h i m assume the administration. Such heads are 
daring intruders and sacrilegious usurpers of a portion of that au­
thority which legally belongs to the one husband and head. T h e y 
are nondescripts in the law of Christ, for there w e read that " he 
gave s o m e apostles, s o m e prophets, and s o m e pastors and teachers," 
but nowhere do w e read that he gave either popes, princes 
or prelates to be the sole ministerial or legislative heads of his 
church. W h a t would the President of the United States say, if his 
ministers were subject to Spain, or France, or England ? W o u l d 
he not indignantly inquire, w h o is supreme in these parts? A n d 
yet the deluded sons and daughters of popery and prelacy have 
transferred their allegiance from Sion's only head and king to mere 
usurpers. Let us lift up the cry of treason against all such inva­
sions of the authority of Christ's house. Let us slay with the sword 
of the Spirit, and cast out to the dogs, all w h o m a k e such arrogant 
and dishonoring claims. T h e Lord Jesus Christ is the supreme and 
governing head of his church. His church is one in her head. H e 
has been her prophetic, pontific and regal head from the beginning 
— t h e head of her doctrine, discipline, worship, and government. 
T h e unity and continuity of the church imply the unity and con­
tinuity of her head. T h e N e w Testament church is simply the Old 
Testament church continued under modifications. T h e unbelieving 
J e w s were cut off, and the believing Gentiles were grafted in, and 
Christ remains the one head of his church, visible and invisible, 
collective and several, " for the head of every m a n is Christ." 
Christ is the head of his church militant aud triumphant. " W h e r e ­
fore G o d hath highly exalted him, aud given h i m a n a m e that is 
above every n a m e , that at the n a m e of Jesus, every knee should 
bow , ot things in heaven and things on earth, and things under the 
earth, and every tougue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to 
the glory of God, the Father. T h e m o d e of administration m a y 
change at the resurrection and day of judgment, but Christ remains 
the head of his church triumphant. T h e L a m b upon the throne, 
the eternal and immutable head of his glorified body. 

" Thy kingdom hath none end at all, 
It shall through all ages all remain." 

(TO US CONTl.VUEU." 

EDITORIAL. 

THE LATE MEETING OF SYNOD, 

The minutes of Synod have no doubt given to the church great 
ground of gratitude. They exhibit an improved condition of financial 
affairs, and zealous efforts, iu a number of directions, to advance the 
cause of Christ. 

There were in attendance eighty-six ministers and fifty-six ruling el­
ders, and this, though the place of meeting was on the Atlantic coast, 
and so well satisfied was Synod with this attendance that they have ad­
journed to meet in Philadelphia the coming year. The business was done 
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