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ORIGINAL.

-THE SEOOND 0OMING OF OHRIST.

John 16: 7— If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I
depart, I will send him unto you."

Acts 3: 21— Whom the heavens must receive until the times of the restitution
of all things.”

2 Cor. 5: 16—¢ Though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth

know we him no more.”
Heb. 9: 28— Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time with-

out sin unto salvation.”

THE subject of the second coming of Jesus Christ to the world is, at
the present time, enlisting a good deal of public attention on account,
chiefly, of the discussions in the late meeting in New York. That
meeting was composed of ministers of various religious denominations
who hold the pre-millennial view. Papers were read by men of decided
ability, and the sentiments of each one were stated and advocated. It
was hoped that there would have been a clear presentation of the doc-
trine of Christ’s pre-millennial advent in its connection with other
antecedent and subsequent events, as held by those who composed that
assembly. In this expectation the writer of this article must say he has
been disappointed. To him, after reading the several addresses in the
extra of the New York Tribune, the subject seems more confused than
before the meeting was held.

Having had, for many years, defined and decided views on the sub-
jeet indicated in the title of this article, he deems this not an unsuitable
time to place them before his Christian friends. He has no foregone
conclusion to maintain, * What saith the Scriptures ?” Surely, on a
subject of so much importance, it may be assumed that they give no
uncertain sound. ILet us hearken to the voice of God in his word.

"The passages of Scripture that are placed at the beginning of this arti-,
cle were selected with a view to their teachings on this sulject. Being
purely didactic, they address themselves directly to our faith. The truth
is not, as in other places, set forth in metaphorsand figures. These have
their use. The Spirit of God employs them for a wise end, and often,
under proper treatment, they shed a flood of light on the didactic teach-
ings of the word of God.
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not by sight, having no intercourse, and needing none with him direct-
ly “after the flesh.” When the whole purposes of God in regard to
the human race on earth shall have been completed, and the existence
of sin forever blotted out, the Son of God, in our nature, shall come to
receive the fulness of glory due to him in the final judgment of men and
angels. Then “ to those that look for him he shall appear the second
time without sin unto salvation.”

It is intended to follow this paper with another to show that, in the
special providences of the Mediator, and in the remarkable vutpouring
of the Spirit that shall precede and usher in the millennium, all the
conditions of the pre-millennial coming of Christ,as foretold in the
prophecies, shall be fulfilled. T. 8.

THE FAITH THAT PLEASES GOD.
BY REV. J. M. FOSTER.

** Without faith it is impossible to please God.”” Heb. 11: 6.

THERE is as great a difference between belief and faith as there is be-
tween opinion and character, On April 19, 1773, a rider, on a horse
flecked with blood and foam, brought to the city of Worcester the news
of the battle of Lexington. All the citizens heard the news of the vie-
tory of the American troops over the British, and they all believed
the report. Some who heard were disloyal, and some were loyal. Was
there any political vice in the belief of the tory? Was there any po-
litical virtue in the belief of the patriot? Not at all. But when the
tory heard the report of the victory, he was sorry, so sorry that he
took up arms against his own people. And when the patriot heard
the news, he was glad, so glad that he took up arms against the Brit-
ish. In that attitude of the heart lay the political virtue and the po-
litical vice. Just so, in the government of the universe, we all hear
that God is our Saviour and Lord, and we all believe, and so do all the
devils, and tremble. Some are sorry. Although they assent, they do
not consent to God. They take up arms against him. Others are

lad. They have both assent and consent. They surrender their
souls cheerfully, affectionately, absolutely and irreversibly to Christ, as
Saviour and Lord. This is saving faith. This is what theologians
call fides specialis, special faith. It is that faith of which Christ is the
object, which works by love, purifies the heart and overcomes the
world. Here is another expression, fides generalis, general faith, which
signifies a belief in and reliance upon the whole sum of revealed truth.
The first will save, the latter is our duty. It is pleasing to God.

1. Because it furnishes the highest purpose in life. The Saviour in-
dicated the high purpose of his life when he said, I have finished
the work which thou gavest me to do.” The noble words of our Cat-
echism give us the true aim of life, ¢ Man’s chief end is to glorify God
and to enjoy him forever.” The glory of God is the grand object
of creation, From the forests and fields comes the voice, “ We
glorify God in obeying his laws; what do you do?” As we look
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out upon the night, and see the bright procession going down tlge
gleaming arch, a voice comes to us, “ We glorify God in obeying his
behest ; what do you do?” From the beasts of a thousand bhills
comes the voice, “ We glorify God in following blind fostinct;
what do you do?” From the thrones, and dominions, and prin-
cipalities and powers in heavenly places, we hear the voice, “ The
angels delight to do his will ; whatis your delight ?” From the church
of the living God, every member of which, by grace, has been brought
into right relations to God, to all beings and to all things, comes the
voice,  We delight to do thy will, O, our God!” To glorify God is
to obey him. “ Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do,
do all to the glory of God.” ¢ Well,)” says one, ' must we quit our
business, shut up our shops, forsake our families, and retire to soli-
tude ?” Notso; the soldier is not gaining a victory by running away
filom the battle. A Christian is not “overcoming the world,” by re-
tiring to a convent or nunnery, or some pillar in the wilderness. Jonah
was not doing God’s will when, instead of going to Nineveh, he fled to
Tarshish. Wherever God places us there is our work. He places
some in lordly places and some in humble cottages; some upon the
throne and some in the workshop ; some in the study and some in the
field. In our respective places he expects us to serve him. *‘Act well
thy part, there’s where the honor lies.” Be a Christian at your busi-
ness, in the social circle, in your family, and at God’s house. Every-
where let it be your purpose to glorify God.

2. It furnishes the only perfect rule of life. Before a man can
work an example in “ partial payments,” he must be acquainted
with the rule. Before a man can become a good architect, he must
know the rules of architecture. DBefore a man can become a good en-
gineer, he must be acquainted with the laws of that profession. Before
we can solve the problem of life, there must be a rule of life. There can
be no successful life without a standard. For this reason Solomon ear-
nestly advised, * Take fast hold of instruction, let her not go ; keep her ;
for she is thy life.” In the Southern seas, an American vessel was at-
tacked by a wounded whale. The huge monster ran out for the length
of a mile from the ship, and then turned around, and with the whole
force of its acquired speed, struck the ship, and made it leak at every
timber, so as to begin to go down. Thesailors got outall their boats, filled
them as quickly as they could with the necessaries of life, and began
to pull away from the ship. Just then two strong men might be seen
leaping into the water, who swam to the vessel, leaped on board, dis-
appeared for a moment, and then came up bringing something in their
hands. Just as they sprang into the sea, down went the vessel, and
they were carried around in the vortex, but they were observed to be
both of them swimming, not as if struggling to get away, but as if
looking for something, which at last they both seized and carried to
the boats. What was this treasure? It was the ship’s compass, which
had been left behind, without which they could not have found their
way out of those lonely Southern seas into the high road of commerce.
That compas< wus life to them. This infallible word of God is life to
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us. We will risk everything rather than give up those eternal princi-
ples by which we are saved. Principles are our life. They are the
food of our souls. Some men tell us it is no matter what we believe,
8o our heart and life are all right. Well, I suppose in one sense, that
is true. It is no matter if the tree is corrupt, providing the fruit is
good. It is no matter if the fountain is corrupt, providing the stream
is pure. It is no matter if both compass and sailing chart are wrong,
providing the sailing is right. But who ever heard of such a thing ?
Do men gather grapes of thorus, or figs of thistles ? When a man’s
principles are wrong, his heart and life will be wrong in the same pro-
portion, The Spartans thought it was no harm to steal, providing
they did it secretly ; and so, that being their belief, they stole. Joseph
Smith thought polygamy was right, and so he multiplied wives to
himself. The Hindoo widow thought it was her duty to mount the
funeral pile to be consumed with her husband, and so, that being her
belief, she did it. Simon Magus thought he conld purchase the Holy
Spirit with money, and that being his belief, he offered the apostles
money, and drew down upon his head that searching reproof of Peter.
Saul thought it was his duty to persecute the church, and that being
his belief, he steeled his ntherwise tender heart against the claims of
humanity, and imbued his hands in the martyr’s blood. When a man's
principles are wrong, his heart and life will be wrong in the same pro-
portion. God’s truth is our life. God’s truth is the church’s testimony.
The church’s testimony is the torment of the world. The church is to
overcome the world by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of her
testimony. The church is Christ’s witness to the truth, The entire
canon of revelation has been committed to her custody and guardian-
ship. To the church in old time * were committed the oracles of God.”
Paul speaks of the church as the “pillar and ground of truth.” A
noble column, on whose sides the lines of truth are so deeply engraven
as to defy the obliterating hand of time, and so highly raised that the
mutilating hand of man cannot reach them ; while from its lofty sum-
mit the heaven-lit lamp of truth sheds afar its cheering and “ life giving
rays.” To us, as a church, is committed the high and responsible duty
of maintaining the ancient principles of our fathers unpolluted. Let
us be true to the trust. We hear a great deal said now-a-days against
having a testimony, ‘The Bible is my creed,” shouts the untutored
wordling. Such a principle is false. The Bible is no man’s testi-
mony. The Bible is the very truth itself. A man who wishes to
study astronomy might as well say, “ I discard all text books and all
the discoveries of all those who have gone before, the heavens are my
text book ;’ a man who wishes to study geography might as well suy,
¢« I discard all text books, and discoveries of travellers, the earth’s sur-
face is my text book ;” as for a Christian to say, “I discard all creeds
and confessions,eand all the investigations of former divines, the Bible
is my creed.” Of course, a text book in astronomy is not to be ac-
cepted only in so far as it conforms to the facts as they exist in the
heavens, and a text book in geography is not be accepted only in so far
as it conforms to the facts as they exist on the earth’s surface ; but this,
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so far from being an argument against them, is altogether in their favor.
So creeds and confessions are to be received only in so far as they con-
form to the teachings of God’s word ; but this only proves their utility.
Those who reject them pretend to a great range of liberality ; but
they are virtually bigots. Certainly, so far as error is concerned,
they are liberal enough, for men may believe what they please, so far
as they are concerned, but so far as the truth is concerned, they are the
parrowest and most bigoted of any, for they are determined, so far as
in them lies, to break down all distinctions between truth and error.
The church’s testimony is the bulwark and high tower he has erected
in defence of truth, and in beating it down the way is thrown open for
the boar of the forest and the wild beast of the field to come in and de-
vour at pleasure this fair garden of the Lord. The church’s testimony
is the artillery by which she overcomes the world. “Bind up the
testimony, seal the law among my disciples.” * To the law and to the
testimony : if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” *They overcome by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony.”

(To be continued.)

SONGS OF INSPIRATION,
BY 8. A. STERRETT, M. D.

WaY thould the Bible songs be exclusively used in worship ?

Answer. 1st. Because they, and they only, are of divine appoint-
ment and inspiration. They are the veritable words of Christ. * Let
the words of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom ; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, sing-
ing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

2d. None others are needed. These have been suitable to the past
ages, and will be suitable to the ages to come, and for all nationalities.
Not a situation in life, whether as an individual, a family, church, or a
nation, whether in prosperity or in adversity, in health or sickness,
life or death, but a psalm is adapted to each case and condition. If so,
why should any spurious ones be superadded ?

3d. To use any other in worship, would be a sin of presumption.
It would be practically saying that man, vain man, knows what is
well pleasing in God’s praises better than the omniscient God does
himself, who has said, “In vain do ye worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men.”

What "answer could be given, if God should ask them, * Who hath
required this at your hands ?” King Saul thought to improve the wor-
ship of God, by offering forbidden cattle for sacrifice; but God, by
his prophet Samuel, said to him, *“To obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams.” .

But are we not commanded to sing hymns and spiritual songs, as
well as to sing psalms ? Yes, truly we are; but nowhere in Holy Writ
are we commanded to make or compose either psalms, hymns, or spir-
itual songs for the worship of God. We have them already. We





