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How promptly and thoroughly the world 
wakes up on a Monday morning! The air is 

clearer than on other mornings, and the day 
appears to begin a little earlier. The rest of 

Sunday, and the restraint that laid its hand 

upon work of every kind are over. The world 

starts afresh, and goes about its work with a 
new ardor and courage. The dawn is not in 

the East yet, when the freight trains rush off 
with a rattle and roar of delight. The bells and 

whistles of many factories and shops are louder 
than on other days. We find the street-car filled 
with eager men. On the streets a multitude of 

bright-faced children are hurrying to school. 

There seems so much to do. Monday is the 

day of beginnings. 

A writer in an English paper complains that 

Tuesday is dull and tame and apathetic. We 

should suppose it had something of the eager- 
ness of Monday. But we do not go quite so 
fast. We are taking up seriously the duties of 

f life. And on Wednesday we are in the midst 
of the week’s work, bearing our burdens, get- 
ting things done, and when the evening comes, 
and the week is half over, we need the short 

Sabbath hours of the mid-week’s service of 

meditation and prayer and song. It is not re- 

quired of us in the Word, yet we discover our 
own need of it, and though not exacted, we may 
give it the more gladly as a free-will offering. 
The week days will be hard enough to bear, and 
the world wear on us injuriously; so we are 

cheered and enheartened by the mid-week’s hour 
of rest, under the palm trees and by the sweet 
springs of Elim. 

Our English friend finds Thursday a happier 
day, a good, honest day; perhaps, he says, a 
real day of rest. But when Friday comes, one 
grows serious, for the week is nearly spent. If 

anything is to be done at all, it must be hurried 
up. There is the anticipation of the end of 

opportunity on Saturday. And there is the 

anticipation also of the rest and the diversion, 
and the getting away. On Saturday, we finish 
that we have begun. We close the accounts and 
the books, and as soon as we can we hurry away 
from the dingy office, and the noisy clanging of 

machinery, out into the sunlight and the air, 
where grass and flowers and birds await to give 
ns the sweeter things that lift the thought out 
of the irksome and grinding and earthly. 

Happy are we if we come to the one day in 
seven which the Maker claims for his own, and 
find it a Sabbath, a holy rest indeed. Six days 
have been enough to weary us, body and mind, 
and to draw us downward to the sordid and 

soiling of the world. Strange that men should 
need a commandment, a written prescription, 
' 

Remember the Sabbath day!” Strange that 
all are not found longing for its coming, and 
making the Sabbath a delight! In the Sabbath 
which God has planned what an uplift there is, 

out of these hurrying week days, out of the 

noisy and the earthly, out of the common and 
the downward, up into the things which belong 
to the spirit, the things not seen, the compan- 
ionship of lieaven. 

The Kassai Herald, a journal devoted to the 
work of the American Presbyterian Congo Mis- 
sion, for January, 1905; H. P. Hawkins, 
Editor. This number narrates the serious dis- 

turbance in the country produced by Lukenga, 
the chief of the Bakuba, against the Congo Gov- 
ernment, the destruction of our station at Ibanj, 
the escape and safety of all our mission force. 
The mission work at Luebo is still progressing 
with much encouragement. The Bev. Motte 

Martin writes quite hopefully of the prospect 
of farther advance in his evangelistic work 

among the neighboring tribes. 

Ten years ago the first company of Cove- 

nanters was organized in the Second Presby- 
terian Church, Richmond. The growth has been 

steady and marked, and to-day the number of 

companies has grown to one hundred and 

eighteen. But numbers is not the only or the 
main thing. The boys in these bands have been 
trained—trained to know not a little of the 

needs and the work of Home and Foreign Mis- 

sions, and to give to both; trained to man our 

churches with officers more intelligent and more 

efficient; trained, too, we hope, to hear the call 
of the church for more men in the ranks of the 

ministry. The Covenanters have amply proved 
their right to live. May their companies multi- 

ply and their efficiency daily grow the larger! 

The Moderators of the two great Scotch Gen- 
eral Assemblies, of the Church of Scotland and 
of the United Free Church of Scotland, have 
issued an invitation to all the churches in the 

Presbyterian Alliance to unite in the celebra- 
tion of the birth of the great Scottish reformer, 
John Knox, on Sunday, May 21st. As this 

falls in the midst of the meetings of the General 
Assemblies in America, special arrangements 
will be made for the observance of the day by 
the Assemblies, as well as in the churches 

throughout the land. Our Moderator, Dr. S. M. 

Neel, of Kansas City, has asked Dr. R. C. Reid, 
of Columbia, to preach a discourse at our As- 

sembly in Fort Worth on the date named. No 

doubt many of our pastors will plan to do honor 
to the name of John Knox. 

It is reported that the number of conversions 
in the great Welsh revival is now more than 

seventy thousand. Many evidences of genuine 
change of heart, and of real spiritual revival, 
are given in and out of the churches. In tem- 

perance, industry, cleanliness, order, neighborly 
reconciliation and kindness, are found moral 
fruits that have changed the aspect of towns 
and large sections. In church attendance, Bible 

reading and study, interdenominational fellow- 

ship, and the earnest personal work of evangel- 
ism are blessed fruits of the Spirit’s work. 

Some wants are now seriously felt; places of 
resort for reformed men to take the place of the 
low bar-rooms that are forsaken, reading mat- 

ter, cheerful associations and personal inter- 
course and helpfulness. So there is a general 
demand for those things generally provided for 

by the “institutional church,” and plans are 

being made for this kind of practical help in 

caring especially for men who now confess the 
name of Christ. 

The census books show that in 1800 A. D. 

in this country, the number of communicants 
in the Protestant evangelical churches was seven 
in one hundred of the total population. Since 

that time there has been a constant growth in 
the percentage. In 1850 there were 15 in every 
100 of the population. In 1870 there were 17£ 
in each 100. In 1880 there were 20 in the 100, 
and in 1893 there were 22.7 in the 100. That 

is, the church membership has increased in the 
last century more rapidly than the population. 
This is true, notwithstanding the large Catholic 
and Jewish immigration. An interesting fact 
is that in 1903 there were built over 2,600 
churches in this land, or fifty new churches each 
week the year through. These facts indicate 

that evangelical religion is not losing its hold 
on the American people. 

The meetings held by Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man and his corps of evangelists in Los An- 
geles, Cal., produced a profound impression. In 

speaking of the Los Angeles campaign, Dr. 

Chapman said: “I consider it the greatest I 
have ever been privileged to conduct.” The 

great meetings proved that there is no need for 
a new gospel. It was the old-fashioned gospel 
the evangelists preached, and the people flocked 
to hear it as if it were something new. The 

“old, old story of Jesus and his love” draws as 
nothing else will. At Redlands the meetings 
were largely attended. A feature of this cam- 

paign was street services, which drew hundreds 
of non-church-goers. Besides the great gather- 
ings in the churches, meetings were held in the 
various packing-houses and at the coffee club. 
The object of these was to carry the gospel mes- 
sage to the hundreds of employes who could not 
otherwise get to the meetings. From March 
22nd to April 16th an extensive campaign is 
scheduled for Portland, Ore. The closing meet- 
ings of this campaign will be held in Beattie, 
April 19th to 28th. 

The Virginia State Sunday-School Associa- 
tion will hold its fourteenth annual convention 

in Staunton, April 10th to 12th. Professor 

George W. Walker, of the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, is President, and Mr. W. R. Jones, 
of Richmond, is Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. It is a meeting about which there 
might well be a great deal of enthusiasm and 
Christian zeal. The Association aims to com- 
bine the entire force of Sunday-school workers 
for mutual help, counsel and inspiration. Ex- 

ercising no authority, and not interfering with 
the Sunday-school work of any denomination, 
it yet gathers representatives of all to work for 
all. It is said that over fifty per cent, of the 
Sunday-school material of Virginia never enters 
Sunday-school or church. There is a vast field 
for extension. A friend writes us as to this 

Association and its work: 

“If all the secular educational forces of the State 

are being united for a thorough canvass of Virginia 
in order to save our children from the blight of mental 

ignorance, do you not think that all the true religious 
forces of this dear old Commonwealth ought to be 

joined and massed to prevent and destroy the awful 

influences of a religious and moral character that will 

flow from a neglect to teach God’s Word to the 

young?” 



ment, were characterized by no less a personage than 

Dr. Charles Hodge as “new and revolutionary,” and 
in at least one case became an issue in the election of 

commissioners to the General Assembly. But this 

paper, presented to the Assembly of 1848, was, as we 

learn from the Minutes of that body, unanimously 
adopted. Possibly this was due to the fact that it 

was not put before the Assembly until the forenoon 

of the day upon which it adjourned. What is more 

surprising still, no allusion to Dr. Thornwell’s paper 

will be found in Dr. Charles Hodge’s annual review 
of the Assembly in the July PriAceton Review for 

1848. Further still, no reference will be found to it in 

Dr. Thornwell’s own correspondence, so far, at least, 
as that has been joreserved to us in his Life and Let- 
ters, by Dr. Palmer. The probable explanation of 

the failure of Dr. Hodge and others to utter either 

protest or caveat against the positions here laid down 

by Dr. Thornwell, is to be found, no doubt, in the 

ambiguity of the reference of the pronouns used by 
the latter at one place in his paper. The passage re- 

ferred to reads as follows: “When they” (that is So- 
cieties for Moral Reform) “proclaim principles that 
are scriptural and sound, it is not denied that the 

Church has a right, and under certain circumstances 

may be bound, to bear testimony in their favor; and 

when, on the other hand, they inculcate doctrines that 
are intidel, heretical, and dangerous, the Church has a 

right to condemn them.” It is obvious 'that the pro- 

nouns here may refer either to the Societies announc- 

ing certain principles or merely to the principles pro- 
claimed by these Societies. I mean, of course, to these 

principles considered merely as principles, and not as 
planks in a platform, or as shibboleths of the Socie- 
ties proclaiming them. Now, that some persons re- 

garded Dr. Thornwell as intending to affirm that the 

Church “has the right, and under certain circum- 

stances may be bound to bear testimony” in favor of 
Societies for Moral Reform, is evident from the fact 

that Dr. Wm. L. Breckinridge declares in express 

terms that this was the position taken by Dr. Thorn- 
well in his paper of 1848, and then proceeds to con- 
trast it with what he regards as the more radical posi- 
tion taken by the latter in his speech in 1859. (See 
Prin. Rev., July, 1860, p. 544.) There is not want- 

ing evidence that this mistaken notion of Dr. Breck- 

inridge was shared by others. We need not, however, 
stop to adduce it. The important thing is to get be- 

fore our minds the evidence of the fact that it is a 

mistaken notion. Of this, there can be no doubt in 

| anybody’s mind who will be at the pains to try to con 

f strue Dr. Thornwell’s paper as a whole. For it is 

simply inconceivable that such a mind as his should 

consciously and formally assert, in the latter part of 
a paper, the very proposition that he had been spend- 
ing his strength to disprove, in the first part of it. 

But if anything is obvious, it is that the object of the 

first part of Dr. Thornwell’s paper is to show that the 

Church has no right to lend its endorsement to Socie- 
ties for Moral Reform. How, then, could he stultify 
his own argument by asserting, before he had well 

finished it, that the Church has the right to bear testi- 

mony in favor of such Societies? What else did the 

overtures to which his committee recommended that 
a negative answer should be given desire? No; what 
he affirms, and all that he affirms, is that the Church 
has the right, and that under certain circumstances 

it may become her duty, to bear testimony to this, that, 
or the other principle, even though these principles 
may have become planks in the platform of some So- 
ciety for Moral Reform. That this is the correct in- 

terpretation of Dr. Thornwell’s pronouns, is further 

evident from the fact that this is precisely wnat ur. 

Thornwell himself immediately proceeds to do. After 

declining to say yea or nay about Temperance Socie- 
ties as such, that is, as means for securing a certain 

end, or as advocates of certain principles, his paper 
goes on to say, “In conformity with these statements, 
the General Assembly has no hesitation in cordially 
approving abstinence from intoxicating drinks as a 

matter of Christian expediency . . . and in ex- 

pressing its affectionate interest in the cause of Tem- 

perance,” etc. Thus, while unwilling that the Church 
should come into any relations with Temperance So- 

cieties, as such, or endorse any of their schemes for 
securing total abstinence, D-. Thornwell himself led 
her to bear testimony to the importance of “total 

abstinence,” looked at “as a matter of Christian ex- 

pediency.” 
The reader ought not to pass from the consideration 

°f this second step in the history of the development 
°f the doctrine of the Independence and Spirituality 
°t the Church without permitting two facts to fix 

themselves permanently in his mind. One of them is, 
that Dr. Thornwell’s view upon this subject, as formu- 
lated and expressed in this paper, had no connection 
whatever, direct or indirect, proximate or remote, with 
any sectional issue or sentiment. The other fact to 
he noted is that at the time of their promulgation Dr. 
Thornwell’s views, so far as they secured any recog- 
nition and acceptance from any one, did not secure 

these exclusively from the Southern part of the then 

united Church. His paper undoubtedly proved to be 
a leaven of no little power, but it was well on to ten 

years before it had produced any considerable visible 

results. 

Just What to Do. 
Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D. 

“What must I do to be saved?” You are right in 

emphasizing that little word “do,” for your Saviour 

having already done his mighty work of providing an 
atonement for you, the next doing must be on your 
side. If anybody tells you to do nothing at all, but 
simply trust yourself to Ch-ist, he or she may only 
confuse you. Jesus himself never gave any such ad- 

vice. He said, “Follow me,” and that means, go where 
I lead you, and do what I tell you. In Peter’s case 
that meant the quitting of his nets and his fishing 
boats, and in Matthew’s case it meant the leaving of 
his toll-booth; and in both cases they did it to please 
the Lord Jesus. Ho waiting for more feeling, you 
observe; no bargaining with him for an easy time or 

any reward. They obeyed Christ. That was their 

decisive step. 
Now, in the very first thing that offers itself to you, 

so act as to please your Saviour. Consult conscience. 
Jesus speaks to you through the conscience; it is your 
moral telephone; listen and obey. Last evening a 

young lady friend who is now very thoughtful abouc 
her soul’s salvation was invited by a friend to a social 

prayer meeting. She had also been invited to a party. 
The party was not in itself a sinful place of enter- 

tainment, but her conscience said within her: “The 

prayer meeting is the safest place and the best place 
for me to-night.” She was more likely to meet Christ, 
to honor Christ, and to get needed help for her soul 
among his people than among a merry company of 

pleasure seekers. Her going to the house of prayer 
was a decisive act; it was a following after Christ 
rather than after a worldly indulgence. Did she do 

that in order “to be saved?” Yes; because she wanted 
to be saved from frivolous, soul-dissipating influences 
and from reproach of conscience; she wanted to put 
herself distinctly on Christ’s side, and she did it. Her 

step was like casting a ballot on election day; it 

showed which side she was on. The prayer meeting 
could not convert her soul, but her act of going there 
was an evidence that she was being converted, for 

conversion signifies a turning round towards Christ. 
We have cited the above case as an illustration of 

what is implied by “following” Christ. The same 

principle may be applied in a hundred different direc- 
tions ; every right step taken in obedience to the 

voice of an awakened conscience is a step towards sal- 
vation. Christ speaks through the conscience. “What- 

soever he saith unto you, do it.” Very quietly the 

Holy Spirit often opens the heart, just as he did the 
heart of Lydia. What is done by that awakened heart 

commonly settles the great question. She opened her 

lips for Christ and opened her house to his servants, 
and that proved that she had admitted Jesus into her 
heart. What she did was the decisive step on her 

part, because she did it in trust and love in order to 

obey and honor her divine Saviour. If she had done 

the opposite, who supposes that Lydia would have be- 

come the first convert on the soil of Europe, and have 
found her place among godly women? Her actions 

spoke louder than words. “What makes our Fred so 

wonderfully kind and obliging this week?” inquired a 
wife of her husband. “I don’t know, unless he was 

converted by that sermon last Sabbath.” The husband 
was right; the youth had been quietly changed in 

uearc unuer me innueuce oi a imuiLui sermon, anu 

began at once to act differently. That boy’s conduct 
at home was his way of “following Christhis con- 
versation proved itself by his acts, and has lasted ever 

since. The result proves that God’s hand was in it. 

Salvation is a joint process: it is all free grace on 

the side of the atoning Saviour; it is all free obedi- 

ence on our side. Jesus works, and you must work- 

lie in you, and you in him. Doing nothing at all is 

the damning sin. Just observe what answers Peter 

and Paul gave to the question: “What must we do to 
be saved?” Peter’s prqpjpt, pithy answer at the time 
of Pentecost was: “Repent!” Repentance is mo-e 

than shame or sorrow for sin; it is a turning from 

sin with a full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 
obedience to Christ. This means doing, not mere feel- 

ing. My friend A-repented of his sin of dram- 
drinking when he signed a pledge and forsook his 

bottle. It would have been absurd for him to have 

said that he was penitent and trusting Christ, while 
he was yet taking sly drinks out of that decanter. It 

would in his case have been a quenching of the Holy 

Spirit. An awakened inquirer once said to me: “My 

besetting sin is to swear.” Then I replied: “Confess 

your sin to God and stop swearing. At whatever point 
the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin, there is the point 
to yield and to repent. Repentance proves itself by 
acts.” 

Paul’s answer to the question was: “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved.” This was also 

an act, and a very impressive one. Trusting, in the 
jailer’s case, was not a babe falling asleep on the 
bosom of a mother—as some people define faith. It 
was a resolute step into which he put the whole ener- 
gies of his soul—as I would put all my bodily energies 
into grasping a rope if I fell overboard from a ferry- 
boat. His was the quick cleaving to Jesus; God was 
working in him, and he in turn was “working out his 
salvation with fear and trembling.” My friend, your 
faith must be a laying hold on Jesus Christ and a 

cleaving fast to him. That is your doing. He will 
cleanse you, strengthen you, and hold you to the end. 
That is his doing. 

Finally, the whole great question of your salvation 
must be settled between you and your Saviour. Go to 

him, go with your Bible, go on your knees, go and 
surrender yourself to him. One hour with Jesus is 
worth years of sermons or inquiry meetings. No pas- 
tor, no friend, can save you; Jesus can. Whatsoever 
he bids you do, as he speaks to your conscience, do it. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥. 

Herculaneum. 
By the Rev. P. P. Flournoy, D. D. 

New interest in this old city has been awakened by 
the recent visit to our country of Professor Waldstein, 
of Cambridge University, England, who is making an 
effort to secure the co-operation of the rulers and 

capitalists of the chief nations of the world in exca- 
vating its long bu 'ied treasures. King Edward, the 
Kaiser, and President Roosevelt, it is said, have al- 

ready consented to act as honorary presidents of na- 
tional committees, and Victor Emmanuel,, the King 
of Italy, of the international committee of all the 
nations engaging in the work. 
We are accustomed to think of Herculaneum and 

Pompeii, the two cities buried by the eruption of Ve- 
suvius in A. D. 79, as being very much alike. It is 
true that they are only about eight miles apart; but 
there is a great difference in the present condition of 
the two cities, and they were very different from each 
other when the catastrophe came upon them. Pompeii 
was a commercial town, and Herculaneum was a mag- 
nificent city, the favorite summer resort of the richest 
in Rome—the Newport of the day. But it was more 
than a Newport. It was “the home of the Fabii, the 
Balbi, the great Agrippa and of Mecaenas,” we are 
told. It must then contain the costliest works of art 

and the most select libraries of the age. The one 
villa (supposed to be that of Piso, the rival of Cicero) 
which has been explored has “produced a rich harvest 
of works of art,” besides over 1,700 papyri. Every- 
thing, probably, will be found in a perfect state of 
preservation. Pompeii wTas covered only to the depth 
of fifteen feet, but Herculaneum lies buried at a depth 
of eighty feet, at least in part, beneath the town of 
Resina, which was built over the long forgotten city. 
This covering was not composed of burning lava, but 
with a mixture of ashes, cinders and water, so that 

marble was not calcined and even wood-work and 

perishable papyri were uninjured. The most delicate 
objects have thus been preserved for eighteen centuries 
and a quarter unharmed by the elements. In the 

words of an article in Biblia, February, 1905, from 
which my information comes: 

“Homes of some of the greatest men of Rome will 
be found just as they were left when the volcano drove 
the owners to flight, with the warning of barely an 
hour. It will be as if the visitor surprised them in 
their houses, sauntered with them through their gal- 
allies ujl ytiiuLiugs anu sculpture, aim uearu me ueau 

themselves tell their tastes and describe the manner of 
their lives through the medium of their most intimate 
surroundings.” 
The plan proposed is, not to take away the whole 

superincumbent mass with Resina upon it, but to ex- 
cavate subways at the level of the old city, with shafts 
for ventilation at suitable places. The material, not 

being solidified lava, but dried mud, it is said, can be 
easily worked. 
What will be the result if the excavation of the 

whole city should be successfully accomplished? Im- 

agination in its wildest revels may not be able to sur- 

pass, o" even equal, the reality. But taking the sober- 

est view, it would be a resurrection of Roman life and 

Greek culture such as many ages have not seen. Vast 

libraries of literature, much of which has long been 

lost to the world, would come forth. A veritable 

twentieth century renaissance might revive the in- 

terest in classical studies which has been flagging so 

much of late under the pressure of the physical 
sciences and commercialism. But what is more im- 

portant, though it may not be probable, it is possible, 
that discoveries very interesting to the whole Chris- 

tian world may be made. It is not probable that 

many—perhaps any—of these noble, wise, mighty, 
had taken thought of that silent, and to human eyes, 

humble, movement in Rome and the Roman empire, 
which was destined to excel in power and influence 

its greatest emperors and thinkers; and just as in 



case of a supposed similar destruction of Newport and 
its rediscovery after many centuries, we would per- 
haps not be likely to find many Bibles in the million- 
aire palaces, so we may not confidently expect to find 
in Herculaneum manuscripts of the three Gospels 
which had been written or of other books of the New 
Testament. Yet, as there were Christians “of Cresar's 
household,” it is possible that some discovery will Be 
made which will set at rest all the speculations of the 
wise of our day about the “synoptic problem,” the 

“Hebrew Matthew of Papias,” the hypothetical Ara- 
mean Mark, and two editions of Acts, etc. etc. 

Bethesda, Md. 

Church News. 

Notice. 
The Forty-fifth General Assembly of the Presby- 

terian Church in the United States will meet in the 

Broadway Church, Fort Worth, Texas, May 18, 1905, 
at 11 A. M., and will be opened with, a sermon by Key. 
S. M. Neel, D. D., Moderator of the last General As- 

sembly. The undersigned will be in the lecture room 
of the church, May 17th, at 8 P. M., also May 18th, 
at 9 A. M., for the purpose of enrolling commissioners. 
Stated Clerks of Presbyteries will please forward to 
the Stated Clerk, at Clarksville, Tenn., their Statis- 

tical, Sunday-school, Societies, Systematic Beneficence 
and Narrative reports, answer to overture touching 
amendment of Form of Government, paragraph 79 

(Minutes, p. 44), together with all overtures and other 
papers for the Assembly, on or before May 11th; 
otherwise, forward to him at Fort Worth. It will 

facilitate the early publication of the Minutes, if the 

statistical tables are mailed to the Stated Clerk in ad- 
vance of the meeting of the Assembly. Please notify 
H. P. Eakle, Esq., 104 W. Sixth Street, Fort Worth, 
chairman of Committee of Arrangements, of the names 
and addresses of your commissioners and their alter- 
nates as soon as appointed. Clerks of Synods will 
please forward overtures, and report time and place of 
their ext meeting. 

Presbyterial Treasurers will please send to me the 

assessment of their Presbyteries for the Contingent 
Fund of the General Assembly for 1905. This amount 

is one cent per communicant member in each Presby- 
tery, as shown by the published rolls of 1904. See 

Minutes 1904, p. 126. W. A. Alexander, 
Treasurer of General Assembly. 

Rates to the General Assembly. 
The various lines of the Southeastern Passenger As- 

sociation will sell round-trip tickets to Fort Worth on 
May loth, 16th, and 17th, good for continuous pas- 

sage, starting on day of sale, and for return by con- 

tinuous passage, starting not later than May 31st, 
and on date of execution by ticket agent at Fort 

Worth. The charge will be one first-class fare, plus , 

$2. The Chesapeake and Ohio Kailway joins in this 
rate. 

The Southwestern Passenger Bureau for points in 
Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Indian Territories; 
the Western Passenger Association for Missouri and 

Kansas; and the Southern Pacific Railroad for Louisi- 

ana, also grant the above rate with the same stipula- 

tions, with the exception that their dates of sale are 

May 16th, 17th, and 18th, and that the return tickets 
.over the Southern Pacific for Louisiana points are 

good for starting on return trip only to May 29th. 

Western lines specify that above rate of one fare, 
plus $2, will obtain, except where rate of one fare and 
a third would be less. 

Texas lines have adopted the so-called convention 

plan of round trip, tickets on sale May 17th and 18th, 
with final limit May 29th. Tickets from points within 
100 miles of Fort Worth will be sold at a rate of one 

and a third fare for the round trip, and from points 
more distant than 100 miles, at a rate of one fare, 

plus 10 per cent., for the round trip. It will not be 

necessary for parties using ticket to get a certificate, 
nor will they require to have their tickets executed 

at Fort Worth before starting on their return. They 

buy a complete round trip from their home agent. 
All of the above rates are available to visitors as 

well as to commissioners. 

W. A. Alexander, Stated Clerk. 

Presbyteries. 
Abingdon.—Rural Retreat, Tuesday, April 11th, 

7 :30 p. m. John R. Herndon, S. C. 

Chesapeake.—Marshall, Va., April 18th, 7:30 p. m. 

Geo. M. Matthis, S. C. 

East Hanover.—Tabb Street, Petersburg Va., 

April 10th, 8 P. M. T. P. Epes, S. C. 

Gbeenbiuer.—Lewisburg, W. Va., April 18th. 
B. Harrop, S. C. 

Kanawha.—Montgomery, W. Va., April 18th, 8 

p, m. Newton Donaldson, S. 0, 

Lexington.—Second Church, Staunton, Va. May 2, 
1905, 8 p. m. Wm. C. White, S. C. 
Montgomery.-—Bedford City, Va., Tuesday, May 

2nd. 8 p. m. T. W. Hooper. S. C. 

Norfolk.—Second Church, Newport News, Va., 
Tuesday, April 11th, S P. M. 

E. B. McCluer, S. C. 
Roanoke.—First Church, Danville, Va., April 11th, 

8 p. m. H. A. Brown, S. C. 
Winchester.—Cedar Cliff Church, Va., April 11, 

1905, 8 p. m. A. G. Link, S. C. 
West Hanover.—Waddell, Itapidau, Va., April 

12th, 8 p. m. J. C. Painter, S. C. 

Maryland.—Maryland Avenue Church, Baltimore, 
April 18th, 8 p. m. P. P. Flournoy, S. C. 
Central Alabama.—Selma, Ala., April 13th. 

J. C. H. Chamberlayne, S. C. 
Brownwood.—Brownwood, Texas, April 13th, 7 :30 

p. m. Malcom Black, S. C. 
Mississippi.—Natchez, Miss., April 18th, 7:30 p. m. 

S. 0. Caldwell, S. C. 

VIRGINIA. 

Richmond.—At the First Church, on Thursday 
night of last week, there was a large meeting of the 
male members of the church and congregation, over 

seventy being present. A Men’s League was organ- 
ized, with fifty-five members. A Nominatihg Com- 
mittee was appointed, which will report later. Re- 
rreshments were served by the Young Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary. 
At the Second Church the pulpit was occupied in 

tne tnorning by the Rev. J. Gray McAllister, and at 
night by Mr. Leroy Gresham, both of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. Dr. James I. Vance, of Newark, 
N. J., will preach next. Sunday morning, at the tenth 
anniversary of the Covenanter’s Society, No. 1. At 

night Dr. Vance will preach in the First Church. 

Alexandria.—Rev. J. E. Thacker, of Norfolk, Va., 
and family have been visiting Dr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Bitzer for several days, and their friends have’ given 
them an old time welcome. Mr. Thacker preached for 
us on Wednesday night to a large congregation an un- 
usually fine sermon, which was scriptural, forceful, 
and at times very eloquent. They left Friday for their 
home in Norfolk, via Baltimore. 

Bon Air.—It being known to the people of Bon Air 
and the surrounding country that Dr. I. S. McElroy 
would leave on Tuesday next for Columbus, Ga., to 
which he has been called, there was an outpouring of 
the people of all denominations on Sunday, the 26th, 
to hear his last sermon. His popularity as a preacher 
is by no means confined to his own church members, 
for his sermons have been a comfort to the people of 
all denominations. As a citizen, a neighbor and friend 
he has endeared himself to us all, and we part with 
him and his family with sincere regret. The people of 
Columbus are to be congratulated on securing a 

preacher who, though a Presbyterian, has a warm 

place in his heart for ail who love our Lord and 
Master. 
ai me communion service mere was an unusual 

attendance of members of sister churches of other de- 
nominations, who joined in making it the largest we 
have ever had in the church. The newly elected offi- 
cers, one ruling elder, and four deacons were in- 

stalled. Mr. Polk Miller, for many years a deacon 
in the Second Presbyterian Church of Richmond, but 
latterly a deacon in the Bon Air Church, being the 
elder, and Messrs. Anton Jahnke, Jacob Fraker, Heus- 
tis Cook, and Arnold Meilus, the deacons. 
Danville.—The approaching meeting of Presby- 

tery in the First Church here on April 11th, is looked 
forward to with much pleasure by Presbyterians. Ar- 

rangements are being made to entertain the delegates 
in the homes of members of the congregation, and a 
cordial welcome will be given them. 
The Sunday-school established by Miss Clara S. 

Read, on Stokes .Street, under the auspices of the 
First Church, reports eighty scholars enrolled, and 

promises to be a useful auxiliary to church work in 
that section of the city. 
With the opening of spring, the church societies are 

beginning active operations, and Dr. Laird seems 

much encouraged by their efforts. J. L. T. 

Charlotte C. H.—Village Church, at this place, is 
passing through a very precious season of grace. The 

pastor, Rev. W. McC. Miller, began a meeting on the 
15th inst. On Monday, the 20th, the Rev. J. C. 

Paisley, of Pamplin City, came to us and preached 
most acceptably until Saturday. The whole church is 

revived, backslidings have been healed, numbers are 
impressed and inquiring the way of life, and fifteen or 
more have professed faith. 
On Sunday morning four persons were baptized, 

and twelve were publicly received into the church. 

Others are yet to come. We give God the praise, and 
thank him for the great things he has done for us, 
and ask a continuance of the Holy Spirit with us. 

W. McC. M. 

Lexington.—The Lexington congregation greatly 
regrets the decision of Dr. Thornton Whaling to ac- 

cept the call to Dallas. He will be greatly missed, 
not only by the church, but by the entire community. 
The Gilds’ Missionary Society and the Covenanters 

united in a unique entertainment on the 24th, in the 
lecture room. It was a “loan exhibition of curios,” 
and, thanks to the multitude of interesting relics in 

Lexington homes, it formed a collection which would 
well repay several hours of study, and have been wor- 

thy of a museum. Among the hundreds of articles on 
exhibition, a few may be mentioned: Buffalo robe car- 
ried by General Lee through the Mexican War, water 
cask carried by him through the Civil War, and many 
other Lee relics. Camp stool used by Stonewall Jack- 
son up to his death. Book sent to a Lexington lady 
by President Davis when a prisoner at Fortress Mon- 
roe. Rapier given to General K. C. Carrington by a 
French officer in War of 1812. Pewter communion 
service used by Timber Ridge Church in 1756. Hackle 
belonging to John Knox, in Londonderry at time oi 

siege. Large collection of articles from the Congo, 
from China, Japan, Korea, Brazil, Mexico, and other 
mission fields. Mrs. Governor McDowell’s wedding 
dress, and many quilts, samplers, and other needle 

work of the great-grandmothers of the present gene- 
ration. The exhibition was a great success. 
Rev. Dr. Thornton Whaling returned home from 

Dallas, Texas, Thursday, and occupied his pulpit at 
the Presbyterian Church on Sunday morning, 19th, 
when the quarterly communion was administered to a 
large congregation. Rev. L. C. Vass, missionary of 

the Southern Presbyterian Church to the Congo, filled 
the pulpit of the Presbyterian Church Sunday night 

The Book having been complied with, I hereby call 
Lexington Presbytery to meet in First Presbyterian 
Church, Staunton, Va., on April 6th, at 11 A. M., to 

consider and act upon a call of First Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Texas, for pastoral services of Rev. 
Thornton Whaling, D. D., and all matters connected 
with said call. J. Spenceb Smith, 

Moderator. 

Norfolk.—The Rev. J. E. Booker has been-preach- 
ing for several Sundays in the churches of Ports- 

mouth and Norfolk, and presenting (he facts of our 

Synodical work. The people have been impressed by 
these services, and substantial results are likely to 

follow. 
The Park Avenue Church has recently welcomed i 

number of communicants on profession and by letter. 

Cottage prayer meetings have been held in the con- 

gregation, and these we,-e followed by a series of strong 
and impressive sermons by Rev. L. R. Watson, o£ 
the Armstrong Memorial Church. 

STAUNTON.—Rev. R. B. Eggleston, of RichmonJ 

T^ird Church, has closed a series of services at the 
Second Church, where he assisted Rev. Dr. William 
N. Scott, preaching eight or ten days twice a day. 
The meeting was a delightful and profitable one. Mr. 

Eggleston is a very earnest and sympathetic preacher, 
and got close to the hearts of the people, who were 
much drawn to him. He has done us good. So far 
there have been nine additions—up to the 25th—and 
there will be others. This has been a good year for 

Staunton Second, with over seventy additions, the 

number now reaching 550 members. T. C. M. 
Mr. S. W. Somerville, Superintendent of the Gen- 

eral Assembly’s Home and School at Fredericksburg, 
spent Sunday, 19th, in the city, and presented facts 
with reference to this institution to the churches here. 

He spoke about twenty minutes at the morning ser- 

vice to the First Church, and at night about the same 
time to the Second Church. The institution is about 
thirteen years old, and is steadily growing. For fam- 

ilies of deceased ministers there are a number of cot- 

tages. A family is put in a cottage and the head of 

the family is allowed so much for the care of each 

child, thus giving the family a support. For the 

children whose mothers are not with them there are 

two buildings, one for boys and one for girls, where 

they are cared for nicely as in ? home. The children 
are all properly trained and educated. There are now 

between fifty and sixty inmates of the institution. 
Mr. Somerville, says the Dispatch and News, was 

not on a begging tour, but simply going about among 

the churches giving the facts with reference to the in- 

stitution, so that the congregations may be thoroughly 
informed. This he is doing very thoroughly and agree- 
ably. 

South Boston.—An interesting meeting is in pro- 

gress in the Presbyterian church, Dr. L. B. Johnston, 
pastor, having the assistance of the Rev. W. T. Dog- 

gett, of Danville. Dr. Johnston says: “The sermons 

of Brother Doggett are clear and strong and earnest to 

a very marked degree. It is not often that the peo- 

ple of our town enjoy the opportunity of hearing 

preaching of as high order as his.” The meetings in 

progress at the Presbyterian church are growing m 

interest and attendance. 
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