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PREFACE.

s

WHILE the teachers of religion have
been deeply engaged tn speculative controversy, while
they have shewn a pious zeal to denounce and anath-
ematize each other, and to prune off the branches o
the tree of religion, till its size and shape suted the:r

fancy ; a common eneny, taking advantage of their

{
4
divisions and altercat:ons, has ** laid the ax at 145
root,” and would cut it down, under the preteice,
that ** 1¢ cumbers the ground.” .

The enemy has attempted to undermine the basiy,
and overthrow the superstructure of morality and
religion togethsr. The dreary doctrine, * that death
i5 an everlasting sleeh™ has been widely promulgat«d,
aad s fatally frcvalent. Infidels, acists, sceptics
ard atheists, all renounce thewr other peculianties,
and make a common cause in disseminating this,
And ore would conclude, from the zeal an? perse-
verance whick they exhibit wn ther cause, ciat they
really imagined, tiat the state and condition of man-
kind would be ameliorated, when they had once at-
tatned the prilosophic i/luminatian, that thers was
nothing to hope or fear veyond the grave.

Nominal Christians have been heard to acknowl-
edpe their doubts. The language of the scriptures i,
to too mary a tale without a meaning. They hear
of eternal !ife, and read the explicit language of the
guspel—=tut dll the'r thoughts are bounded by the
grace. Lo, .aany,who nether belicve, nor disbelieve,
have never bestowed a thought upon this momentouy
aad awful subrect. Toomany drowen the small voice
of reflectecn, in the bustle of the world. Tvo muny
catiot, or will net extend iherr vicws te eteruity.
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Thus our sub-ct addressesitself toan {dle, thouph:-
less and tndifferent icorld. | -

But we either are immortal, or we a0 nct. ¥
we are nol, sectarvies will be prudent io spend tiie
zeal, and excrt thar talents in ldle disputation vhom
brescience, fate and chance ¢ election, repr .. on
and God’s civinal and hidden crunsels. Thus they
may easily make wiit s to us © confusion worse
conjbzmded.” Liey ncy draw the attention,and call
the reverence of thelr partizans to the shadow, when
*he substance 15 no more.

If we arve not, mon may consisiently sleep on t1lf
death, regardless of etermty, and indifferent to relis-
lon. * Let us eat, and drink, and be merry, for
fomorrow we dic.”

But if we be vmmortal, and of Sesus Christ and
the scriptures have put 1t 1n our powerio render that
immiortality a blessing, then is our subject interesting
and itmportant indeed ! | )

To those who iight feel disposed to censure, the
author observes, that however inadequate to the task
wre has undertaren, however inaccurate and faulty
the performance, 1t wus his serious object to defend
the doctriee He has thrown his © mite” 1ato the
scale of rcligion and truth ; and he hopes that the
sertous inquirer ajtcr glory, honor and tmmortahity,
otll feel above a verbal criticism, or a scvere remark
upon kim, whose endeavor 1t was to frove that 1me
mo-talitv 15 our birthnicht. He will not say that
the froduction was hasty and wmperfect—that the
reafer will discover. Hewillnot supplicate candor.
Hewill say, believest thou our doctrine. Then square
thy conduct to thy creed.

N. B. The reader is requested to notice, that the first
Chapter is chicfly taken from “ GovLpsMITH'S dnimated
Nature,” and that recurrence has been made to ¢ 3ur-
LER’S .Inalogs,” where his ideas coincided with those ¢!

“the auther.



ARGUMENT,
NATURAL, YORAL & RELF:IIUL

CHAPTER [
Oid Age and Leath.

ALL arimal bodies have their periods of
Fise, progress and decay. The humun struc-
ture is no sconer arrived at its state of per-
1ectmp thiza it begins to deciine. The trans-
1on 1s at first gf‘ml\, and 1sensible ; and
several years elapse, afier it hns begun te take
place, e, befare we find ourselves grown into
age.  The news of this disagrecable changr:
Cencrall) comes from w 1thouc, and we lecam
irom others, that we arc aged and approach-
g the mor tall our, Leiore we are willing to
cdlb the report.

The duration of the life of an animal or
veectable body, may be calculated 1t some
measure from the time of 1ts coming to mu-

B
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tuiliv ; {or as soon as either has reached s
hizhese voint, it begins to progress dowi-
ward, 1o treo; or the amimal which takes
out i shoit time to Increase to its utmost
pitch, perishes much sooner than those that
are less premature. Man grows in stature
tiil he 1s abo:t the age of cighteen 5 but nic.
body 1s not mmpletd)f dev Llopcu tﬂl abcu
thirty. And being so lony in coming te ma-
turity, he continues to live to seventy or
eighty ycars. But those animals that attain
their acme 1n a few years, 1s soon decay and
dic.  Itis even said, that prematurity of in-
tellect and genius In man, 15 an indication of
short life.
In all animal bodies one thing is certain,
that they carry the causcs of their own dceay
abcut with them, and that death is a neces-
sary and inevitable event. The prospect
which some visionaries have formed, of per-
petuating life by remedies, has been often e-
nough proved] false by their own eximple.
And the cuii ightened sages of the present dav,
who assert that we die mercly by cur cvn
mis mdna%emcnt will probably exhibit the
S2MeE 100iish mltmanagement with their cred-
uious brethren, who believe that death is the
law of our nutures.  Had not the love of hife
lieiehtened our credulity, such unaccountable
schiemes would have died with their authers.
'To this leve of life, all thesz chimerical pra-
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iects may be traced. To this it 1s owing that
cuackery has the privilege of baing kuzc‘ ivel
vath pestileace, faming, sickncess and old qoe,
ander e Bamaers of death.

Fhe oxly cffectuat way of protructing hu
man life s prcw*nocd i the scrzptuu 3
* What man 1s Le, that loveth Iife and de-
sircth mary days, thit he may see gmd ?
kecp thy tongue from cvil, and thy lips from
vseaking guile.  Depart from evil and do
vood ; seck peacce and pursue it.”” A mor-
«! and religious life, @ peaceable and quict
temper, a soundd, screne, and cqual mind ;
abstraction freim the w ox!d, freedom fron: the
assaults of passion, aregular and abstemiocus
diet, and a considerable degree of exercise are
the qreat specifics for longcwt} It has gen-
crally been remarked 1n the most stnlumr n-
stances cf loag life, that the persons were of
2 disposition calm and tranquil, whom the -
vents of fortune and thelr intercourse with
mankind cculd but littic vex or disturb. In-
deed, 1t must be suthciently obvicus, that
not‘vng can Le more injurious to the health
and destructive to the constitution, than an
rritable, passionate, and uneasy f{rame of

und.

But however some wmay have delayed the
cffects of age, and to whatever extent life may
have been prolonged, death is the certain
coal to which all are tcndmfr - A thousund
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causes concur to hasten our dissotuuen. Yot
in the regulur course of nature we approach
the awiul period by slow and impcrceptiblc
degrees.  Lifeis consuming day by day, and
scine onc of our corp oreal PCVWCTS 1S €yer

day dving b o s thie rest, so tint death is on-
I the hf,, chiode inothie pmeture. And we
:L‘”.., poritny, @ ereater chuntee in the trans-

[}
-

i1on from s ou 1 10 coc, thug drem age into
tie giave.
Wien we begi to live, our lives can hard-

Iy i>e said to be ourown.  As the child grOWS
into life, its body increases in the same pro-
portion ; and is atits height in the prime of
manhood. But as soon s the body begins
to decay, life begins to decrease.  For, as the
human frame diminishes, and its juices cir-
culate in smaller quantity, life diminishes and
circulates with less vigor. So that, as we be-
gin to live by degrees, in the same manner
we die.  This is the regular progress from
infancy to dissolution. “But a small propore
tion, however, of the human race, meet the

event in this regular transition.  Death lurks
in every substance on which we subsist, and
in the element in which we move.  The hu.
man machine is complicated with an infinite
number of springs and constituent parts ; and
their texture is extremely delicate and frail.
The £ Allm‘c of & single spring, the derangu
ment of a single con ~stituent part. often puis
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4 stop to the whole vital motions, ¢ breaks
the wheel at the cistern,” and levels the com-
nlex and curious machinery with the dust.
Thus infancy and youth, maturity and age,
equally fall the victims of death, the univer-
sal conqueror. His powcr none resist ; his
arrest none evade.  We have received the
present life on the condition, that after we
have enjoyed it for a time, we all should retirs,
and make room for our successor.

Why then should we fear death, if ourlives
have not been such, as to render cternal ex-
1istence dreadful. Why should we fear that
moment, for which alife of sickness, and pai.,
and trial has been prepar ing us'? Why should
we shrink from death, and welcome cleep, its
nearest resemblance: The first pangs of sick--
ness being probably greater, than the last
struggles of . departure. In most persons
death 1s endured more calmly than thc dis-
order, which caused it. If we inquire from
those, whose business it is to attend the sick,
and the dying, we shall find, that except in a
few acute causes, when the patient seemed to
dic 1a agonies, the greater part scemed to
depart (1llletl" and without pamt. And cven
the - groans of the . former, rather terrify the
spec tator, than indicate extreme suffering on
tiie part of the patient. Forhow many have
we seen, recovered from this extremity, with.
out retaining impressions of what they endur-
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ed,orany jeemorvol puiin ItoheulS coon iy
the powers of sensation and ihe sz';bf;(rpt'i‘:ilit v
of corporcal suffering almost cense betoic
dewth, The greatest prat of munkind, there-
fore, dic without sensution ; ; and ot those
few who do preserve their itcwlties crntire,
there 15 scarcely one that does not 2lso
preserve the hope of outliving his disorder.
Providence, for the happiness of man, has
rendlered this seniiment stronger than rcason.
A person dying of an incurab! ¢ disorder,
which he _aust know to be so by ﬁcqucnt
examples of his case, which he perceives to
be so by the mquietude of all about him, by
the tears of his friends, and the countenance
and manner of his physician, 1s still in hopes
of surviving 1it. His mterest is so great,
it he att'nds only to his own representa-
tions. The udgment of others 1s consider-
ed as a Ltﬂl@%% differcut, untecling and
Henorant copclw 101, VVhile death makes
new inroads upon his constitution ; while
dis-solution advances with silent, slew, and
irresistible progress, beating down one bar-
rier after another, hope still retrcats from for-
ress to fortress, still survives the universal
; uin, and is the last that submits to the blow.
Cast your eves on a sick man, who has an
hundred times told you, that he felt himself
dyving. that he was convinced he could nut
recover, and that he was readv and willing te
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die,  Exemine w hat puasses o his visoge,
+hen thmu""n 7ce! or indiscretion some [iiend
s.sures him that his cnd is at hand. Yo

will sce his countenance change like one wiho
receives an vnexpected piece of il news  He
now appears not to have entirely (,redltcu what
e had just been telimg.  Hope still lurked
in his bosom though mingled with a greater
proportion of fear,

It we attend to the mortal hour itself, death
merely in its immediate consequences is not
that dreadful thing we have been accustomed

to conceive it. It is a spectre, dressed up by
alarmed imagination in frightful colors, and
awful forms, which irlghtcn at a dlqtance 5
but “lvch, scrutinized by reason and relig-

ion, vanish away. Our ideas of its terrors
arc conceived in prejudice, and swelled by
fancy. It is regarded notonly as the greatest
misfortune, but as accompained also with c¢x-
cruciating torture. We have increased our
apprehcnsions by reasoning on the probable
extent of our sufferings. It must be dreadful,
say some, since it 1s sufficient to scver the
bond which unites the body to the soul. It
must be long since our saﬁ'ermgs are propor-
tioned to the succession of our 1deas; and
these being painful, must succeed each other
with extreme rapidity, and thus swell a mo-

sient to an hour. Thus has a false philos.

ophv labored to increase the sum of hu.
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man misery, and to aggravate our apprchen-
sions of the 2t momient, v.hmh nature 1 kind-
ness usuoliy sealy up with isensibility.
Neither the mind nor the body can suffer
these high extremes. A very acute pain
proauces fut’ing, and death 1s only nintng
continued.  And whoever has felt the onc,
may probaulv form definite and just concep-
tions respeciing the other.  In this manner,
excessive pain “destr ovs sensation and reflcc-
tion, and with them destm)s itself. And
wherever we sce cvidences of reflection, we
may be sure that the natient sufters no more
1han what we may ha\e reincmbered to el.-
dure. |
But in the article of death we have num-
berless instances in which the dying person
has shewn that very reflection, that presup-
poses the absence of the lnghest pain.  And
consequently the pang that ended their lives -
was not so great, as some that preceded.
‘Thus it 1s the prcjudice of persons in health,
and not the body ir: pain, that makes us suf-
fer from the approach of death. For it ap-
pears, that, before the closing moment, na-
ture 1s worn dovwn, the vinculum between
the body and the soul almost burst asunder,
the SLIStf‘Utll.;Illty of extreme suffering pre-
cluded, the svenue of sensation ClOde, the
feelings blunted, and the pain, like the in.
distinct images of a waking dream. .
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scelis human life, and such s death s an
event, that will still, notwithstanding all sp.ce-
alatic i UpoiL it, asstme a arcadful appcarance
to the Laman imagination.  And, considcr-
cd iu its ultimate consequences, Imagination
cannot surely magnmify its mmportance too
much. A questlon ile most momentous
and awlul that can arrest the attention of the
mind, succeeds to these remarks @ Does the
histery of our existence terminate here, or s
here ouo'ht beyond ? Situated as we are ina
dying worid, and assured that we snust one
day pass through the change we have becn
describine, ~ne would think we shou!d need
but few mducements inore to urge us to a
serlous consideration of the following sub-
ject, and to a careful examination of the ar-
guments for our immortality. And, we trust,
it will appear in the result of the Inquiry, that
although fcolhardihood may shut its eyes, and
rush upon death, that nothing but rellglous
hope can quiet the awe and apprchenslon and
dread raised by its ncarest approach ; and gain
a final, and decisive victory over it,
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(JLI P IJ .
If 2 man die, shall Yo live cgain '— 7o

}'I AVING transiently pe ssed OVLT e pe-

i6d of huraan life, and considered scae of
th(, clreun: starices that attend If" }mc, we
come oy to the inguiry, Ts the oveut to
which we hay > been atteiding, -2 fonona.
tion of our cxistence ! Docs the spirit of ant.
mation and intclligence expire w ith the b oty
Or are there natural reasons, suflicient to -
duce the belief, that the soul 1s immortal :
These 1 1nqulrleb must be mterestmg to eviry
thoughtful mind. For the love of existence
1s not a local, nor a temporary passion. It is
common to the inhabitants of every climate ;
to people of cvery age, rank and condition.
It is as warm in the hearL of a wretched con-
vict, immured in the glooms of a dungeon,
as in that of the monarch on his throne.  Sor-
rovw cannot damp, miscry cannot extinguish
it ; and the common consent of mank ind at-
taches dementation and insanity to the man,
s0 desiitute of human icelings, as wantenly
to sacrifice his life. . it 1s the first desire we
feel, and recelve no diminution from the suc-
cessive changes, through which we pass
{from inlzncy toage. It strengthens with in-
creasing veurs 3 and if vounask an aged man,

\
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over whose head four scors years have re-
volved, if he be not satisfied v:ith life ; al-
though his equal aged fitends are gone—al-
though he is lefi solitary and friendicss, like
an island in the midst of the ocean—yet thaut
man will enumerate bis iniirmities, and his
countenance wil! brighten while he informs
you, that he hopes stiil to survive a few years
more.

The Author of our being has provided a
corresponding gratification for every other
natural desire of the human heart. Till the
present period, miscalled the age of reason
and philosophy, it had been almost thc uni-
versal belief of mankind, that this was not im-
planted in the breast to delude and disappoint.
It had been hoped and believed, that a prin-
ciple of }ife which no change could inaterially
affect, and nothing short of Omnipotence de-
stroy, would survive the ruins of the grave.
Infidelity has endeavored to convince man-
kind eof tlre fallacy cf this doctrine, and in its
zeal for the dignity of human nature, to rob
it of eternity. It statcs that man is entirely
material—that the powers of sensatien and
reflection depend on the peculiar oreanization
of the human body. In sheit, that we are

material machines, fitted up to he acted
upon by the heavier motive, in the same
way, that the heavicr weight inciines the
spalc—-—that, as all matenial bodics arc B-
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ablc to derangement, decay tud dissolution,

this is at last deranged and dissolve by de ath
—and that crga anization on which he livi ing
powers depended, an tiiose powcrs them.-
sclves are lost in the commonruin ; aid thus
denth is the end of our being.

Were this statement true, a doomy com-
parison of ourselves with the irrational crea-
tion would pre: at itself.  Why werc we il-
luminated with the glimmeringlight of reason

hut just sufiicient to afford ns the most drcary-
nrospect of tht darknes: which bounds the
Jittle snace of human life on either side. While
they neither dwell upon the past, nor antici-
pate the fumire, while they neither {fear nor
premeditate death 3 and when the event
comes, siffer but a momentary pang.  Man
15 all his liie speculating upon the event, and
““ in bondage through fear of death.” Heis
born the most feeble and helpless of animals.
Me cnters on the stage with wailing,  His
part 1s a perpetual corflict between redson
and the passions. The former is fully suffi-
cient to teach him the vanmity of all that he
pesseases or enjoys ;  the latter arc perpet-
ually clamorous for scme kind of gratificn.
tion. Thislifc of change, of disappointment,
and vanity is but of short duration. Hoary
hairs soon cover his head.  The man 1s but
just in the nfancy of being. and has but just
comincnced s o uvmg.ntance with the works
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of God. He feels that he has made but Livle
progress in knowledge and imprevement.
He knows that he 1s susceptible ot an ciernal
progressioni in virtue and geodncis ;o that
there are no finite bounds which hie canrot
puss, had he but time tc complere his career.
His love of existence has increased cven in
this scene of change, disappointment und
pain.—

‘¢ For who would lose,

Though full of pain, tiis intell=ctual being ;
These thoughts that wander through etern:ity,

To perish, ratier, swailowed up, and lost

In the wide womb of uncreated night,
Devoid ¢ sense and motion.”

But the immutabic law of God is against
him. Unsatisfied with life, unrcsignea to
death, he falls a reluctant victim to the severe
‘conditions of his being. Hisdcath isan ““e-
ternal sleep.”” Such, according to modern
philosophy, is the rise, progress, wnd issue of
man ; and if this be a truc statement of ali our
hepes, man is of all beings most miserable.

Our attempt wili be to shew, that this state-
ment 1s nottrue ; that evenreason discovers
so many arguments in favor of future lifc as
to preclude all reasonable doubt of it.

While by this dim taper, we attempt to
fecl our way through the palpable obscure of
the grave, should we be bewildered and lcst
1 the gloom, we have, as Christians, a safer,

C
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and brighter uide. Lo that, v ¢ will reas.
cend,and traversc the regions of ¢ life and -
mortaiiiy”’ 1n the splendor cf that meridian
light which has gleamed from tiic gospel.

Our first arguinent in favor ol the doctrine,
1s drawn from that nature of the thinkir svh.
stance, which s a necessury inference it
its capacitics und powers.  With respe . o
posiuve knowiedge, what the ihiniiing sul:
stance is, the wise and the ignorant are both
alike.  Our know ledge on this head can be
only negative, {or of matter, or mind,we know
nothing but their properties and qualitics.
"The argument for which we would contend, 1s
th:s; that the mind exhibits facultics and pow-
ers which cannot belong to organized maticr,
which have nc necessary dependence on mat-
ter, which must inhere in so:.: subsiance
which isimmaterial,indiscerptible, aind of con-
sequence immortal. It has been questioned, if
Omnipotence might not endow orgfmlzed
matter with sensation and reflection ? If it be
proved that these powers are inconsistent with
the necessary laws of matter, the question m
other words v il be, if the Deity have not
power to reccneile COlltl“‘dl(,tIOD 7 And the
full belief that 7 he has ability, he posszesses
no inclination io this, increases our reverence
for his awful and cxa]*ed character.

The pt incipal propertics of matter are ex-

tension, 1 1pe;z?trabn'rv .+ 7} 1nertness, or a
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tendency toa state of rest.  These are prop-
erties inseparable from its nature ; for take
either of them away, and the substance 1s no
longer matter. Now the art of man can pro-
duce a thousand changes in its configuration
of particles in their relative situation to each
other, DBut the most curious and complicat-
ed machinery, is as remote from the posses-
sion of animal life, as is the most misshapen
fragment of a rock. The infinite variety of
modifications, whichmatter has received from
the creation, to the present day, would in
probability, have produced animal life, if
mere modif °d matter could ever be suscepti-
ble ofit. But the man cannot be found who
will assert, that under his hand some parcel of
matter had received the lucky moulding
and configuration necessary to its becoming
an animal, and had of course waked into life
under his care; and the human mind cannot
concelve any essential alterations, which new
modification can produce in matter, except in
its figurc, and its passive powers of motion.
From its property of extension, all matter
is capable of infinite divisibility. You may
divide any material substance into two equal
parts, and neither of those parts are any near-
er to nihility than was the whole substance ;
and so of the equal division of each of them.
Now thought and consciousness, evidently
come from some substance, which has not
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thas an infinite nuinber of parts ; they ure
amypic acts of the thinking Sul)atdnu,, and we
cannot, even in unaglmtmn entertain th-
dea, chat the simiple act of theught is the
coiseaguence  of some mc_\pllcabu,, strange
and wondertui concurrence of motion between
an mfinite namber of separable ptlrtlcl(:ﬂ 111

the i body. Vhen a nion involunta-
1'1'. 5 ai d. v lmout any eflort, verceives that he
L IC o1 Letson today h\. was yesteoday g

when hL remembers that he )esterchy felt
satisfaction or suffered pain, it scems that
these powers must flow from some indivisi-
bic substance. For, if the sentient substance,
the conscious being, were made up of scpa-
rable parts, all those parts must concur to
produce thought, and to support conscious-
ness. It has been said, that the sound made
by the percussion of a senorous body, as a
bell is as indivisible as consciousness, and
analogous to it. But we find an argument
in support of our doctrine, in the fact adduc-
cd to disprove it.  This sound is not only
cwnable of ideal division, but may be in {uct
divided. W may easily stop the vibrations
th any particular part, and they subtract one
part of the sound from the remainder. But
this consciousness is not capable cvenof an
idc'tl divisior. The supposition that « part

an be subtracted, and the remainder left, 1s
dusurd. I'he unity and indivisibilitr of the
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ety must result from the vty and indivisi-
bility of the substance 1 which 1t inheres.
If, for example, the scutent substance was
Lo od of two menads of matter, two par-
ticles dividoed, as fur as possible, and these
two particle . bt..xw.1dendproduccdlhouglu,
ore hall of that ~ct must flow from onc, and
the reninder from dhe other 3 consequently
it mieht He soparated from the other, and
leave but halr the thought or conscicusness.
"Thus, 1i" it be true that the thinking substance
be indivisible, the most obstinate sceptic will
grant, that there is no reason to b hk\c that
death is the destruction of our livi Ing pov.ers.
If we attend for a moment to the mructmc
of man, as he appczu‘s to curscrses, we ch-
serve a material body, governed in c‘xncml bv
tie same laws, and L:\hmltmg the same qual-
itics with all inanimate matter.  Some mys-
terious pmx er within the structurc gn CS Clir-
culation to its fluids, activity to the hmbb, ar-
ticulation to the tongue, and life to the whole
body. The man 1s conscious that what he
calls himselt, has the pover of communicit-
ing motion to this bodv. By its medium he
becomes acquainted w ith the material and ex.-
ternal world.  He hus sensations, pleasurable
or painful, in consequ-nce of this mtercoursc,
which 15 carried on between him and the ex.
ternal world. He 15 conscious of having con-
finued the same being, from the carliest pert.
TR

ol
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o to which his memory cun ascend. At
death, these powers, on whatever they de-
pend, are no longer resident in the body.
"That 1s,n0 longer a fit medium to transmit
scnsation to the senticnt substance. The rest
of mankind have no longer sensible evidence
that the being is inexistence.  For the body,
which alone aftorded that evidence, affords it
no more. Now if man be entirely material,
if these living powers really inhered in the
body,asqualitics are supported in a substance,
the question is, In what part of the body did
they inhere ? For they must either be diffus-
ed over the whole, or be supported in some
constituent part. These are the cnly alterna-
tives. And, either supposition being true,
death would close our existence. But the
most inattentive observer is aware, that they
are not diffused over the whole body. When
a man determines to view an object, he {eels
that his eyes have no concurrence in forming
the determination, and that it did not origin-
ate there.  When we elevate the hand, it 1$
unconscious of the elevation.  When we
walk, the fcet have no share in the sep-
arate volitions that produce each repeated
step. VWhen the hand or foot1s .Wounde.d, a
very smill degree of reflection will convince
the suflerer that it 1s not the wounded mem-
ber that fcels the pain. Does the man pausc
aud inquire, whence did the above mentioned
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detc rminations come ; negatively he can [rel
satizlicd that they camc not from the limbs
moved ; but positively to determine whence,
ke cannot.

It 1s truc by the laws of our prescnt cxist-
ence, we are much more mtimately bound to
the body, than to any other portion oi the
matcrial world.,  But +his difference, ve bea
lieve is in degree, and not in kind.  For in-
stance, the eve is no more a pereipient, docs
no nore perceive the image it transmits to the
sentient substance, than the glasses which
assist the sight. It has long since been dis-
covered, that the eye has only a mechanical
influence, in conveying the mmage to some
place where tiie mind perceives it.  The
hands and feet may  both be amputated, and
the ihinking substance not only remain in the
body, but sustain no diminution. The body
may after this loss, be ~educed by wasting
sickness to almost a skeleton, and still the
thinking substance remam in full force and
vigor. Now, upon thc suppesiticn, that it
was extended over thc whole body, 1t viil,
we think, be granted, that the most trifling
loss of substance from the body, would oc-
casion a propertionate diminution of the hv-
ing powers.  But numerous Instances will
occur to every recolicction, of persons wast-
ed from extreme corpulence to hving shad-
pws, and vet retaining evory power of mind
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in as full exercise as befcre.  The propor-
tion o mind mdeed 1s gcencrally nversely
less, as the body is more gross and corpu-
lent.

If consciousness were diffused over the
whole body, 1t would he perpetually chang-
ing. No person would Le, or would fecl
himseli the sime two dayvs together. Forall
animal be<"1es are ])E’Ipt‘tl‘d.il‘f changing, 1i-
creasing, oo éuninwshing.  Physicians say,
that vo chinge our bodies more than once in
a year ; and 1 they were the substance 1n
which consciousness Inheres, the quality
would surely change as often as the substance
which supported the quality. A man in
memory can ascend to that period of his
youth, when he probably had not a single
particle of matter, that now enters into the
composition of his body. Yct, as far as bis
memory can ascend, he feels the conscious-
ness cof having continued the same individu-
al person. 'I his, 1t must be clear, that con-
scicusness 1s not diftused cover the whole
body.

A certain philosopher, who holds a kind
of halting place between mﬁdehfv and christ-
ianity, l-ut whose izbors have infinicly more
sub  tved the former, than the Iatter, hus at-
te.apted to provc*lmt the brain, or the con.-
miie senserium, 1S more lm.nedmm - the
woul, that all our ideas arc material 1 nnpz'es-
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si0us, similar to that of a seal on wax ; that
we are entirely passive m the reception of
these mmpressions.  If tlus doctrine were
true, what a curious phcnomenon would the
brainof a manoi reflection, and the experience
and knowledge of eighty vears exhibit! Ex-
aminc 1t with a microscope, and there would
appear amap of all the different countries he
had cver seen ; i another all his experiment-
al knowledge would be wmarked out; m a
third ali his abstract noticns would appear—
in short, every idea stored in the mind of the
maan at the time of the observation, would be
delimcated on a surface perhaps less than the
thousandth part oi’ an inch. Whata hum-
bling idea of thc human soul !

But admitting the doctiine, the commune
scnsorium 1s infiniiely divisible.  Suppose it
ideally divided into a thousand parts, and
there 1s 1 the brain a tnousand souls, from
the percussion of which, is produccd a single
idca. But hov’ an impression from the ex-
ternal world, made upon these thousand parts,
could produce such an individual quality as
consclousness, to us appears strange and mar-
vellous Indeed. But on this head, unintelli-
gible as it will be to many, we will no longer
dwell. WeDbelieve 1t is capable of moral de-
monstration, that thought and consciousness
do not depend upon any divisible and materi-
al substance.  If matter be incapable of infi-
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nite division, and one of thosc menads which
can no longer be divided be the soul, it is
still, as before, beyond the reach of death;
for that only can be dissolved which hag
parts.

If there were any ground to irnagine that
death was the destruction of ourhvmg poy -
crs,  ‘“:tomust arisce cither from the reason of
thc thing, or the am]ogv of nature.®* Butwe
cannot infer frem the reason of the thing, that
death is the destruction of iiving agente, for
we know not vinat rleaih 1s, execont bv lte ef.
fects on animal bedics 3 and the -« eficts do
not imply the destractionci a ii\‘-ng; wadivid-
ual agent.  As we are in the dark upoa viat
the excrcise of our living powers depend, so
we are entirelv ignor'mt on what the powers,
themselves depend 5 ss distinguished not on-
ly from taciv actual G\CI‘CISL, but aiso irom
the prescat capacity of using them ; and as
opposed to their desiructicn,  I'or slecp, or
a swoon shews us that these powers exist,
when thcy are not exercised, as the passive
power of metion in matter, but also that they

xist when there is no present capacity of us-
ing them; oi thatthe capacities of exercising
thein may be suspended for the present, end
vet the powers themselves remain undestroy-
cd. Since then, we have no positive knowl-
edge upon winat the exercise of owr living

¥ See Dulai's Analog)u
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powers depend, this further proves that no
shadow of probability can be inferred from
the reason of the thing, that death vwill be
their destruction; and we have attempted to
shew, that their existence depends on some-
what beyond the reach of this king of terrors.

So that nothing is more certaun, than that
the reason of the th.nrr shews no connexion
between death and the destruction of lhiving a-
gents. Nor can we find any thing in the w hole
analogy of nature, to raisc even the slightest
prcsumptlon that animals everlose their liv.
ing powers, much less thut they lose them
by the event of death ; ; {for we have no fucul-
tles to trace anv beyond or throu gh 1t, SO as
to see what becomes of them.”  We shall In
anotlier place attempt o ~hew, that muny ar-
guments in favorof immortali t;,' suggest them-
scives from analogy. If, then, the hving
powcrs do not de puld upon the Lody, 1t will
follow, that the body 1s no part of ourselves ;
that swve communicute with the material world
in the samc way with our hand vwhen we
touch some solid substance, and with a staff
when we hold it in our hand. In the former
instance, itistrue, we form more correct and
definite notions respecting the shapeand size
of the thing handled.  But the difterence is
only in dpgrce and not I kind ; that our
cyes assist our vision in the same way with
giasses.  In short that the Lody is only a
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receptacle, filled up for a temporary residence
of the soul, and 15 only the organ Dby which
it communicates with the external world.
This idea in its full extent will undoubtedly
seem wild and visionary to many. For when
most of mankind speak of themselves, their
thoughis immediately recur to their bodies.
But these crude notions and prejudices, are
founded entirely in that intimate union, which
subsists 1n this world between the bodv and
the mind ; and between the latter and the
material world.

Inmgination is the parent of error. This,
however, is always busy and intruding beyond
its sphere. The event of death opens an
endless field of mysterv—and in darkness and
mystery rnaomatio*] dehohts to dwell. Itis
not strange thﬂn that in the consideration of
such an event, thc suggestions of this delu-
sive and busy faculty should be mistaken for
the conclusions of reason. We must silence
the suggestions of fancy and imagination,.to
give these, arguments their weig ht. Death
ther: in the view of reason only destroys the
sensible proof of our existence. The bedy
which gave that sensible proof is decom-
pounded. But, that the living powers are
extinct, because we do not see them mani-
fested in the animation of the body, 1s surely
an erroncous conclusion. As weil might we
conciude, that there wercno such powcis as
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amagnetism or electricity, because we neither
see, hear, nor feel them. As well might we
conclude, that in every instance, the person
who was out of our sight, was out of exist-
ence.  We possess no powers to trace the
being beyond the grave,  Nothing theredore
tut positive proof that death does 1n truth
and fact destroy the living agent, should es.-
tablish our belief in the doctrine of annihila.
tion. But so far from therc being this posi-
tive proof, there is evcry presumptive proof
16 lead us to the nmpressicn, that death only
changcs the mode of our being.  We enjoy
the living powers now, and this alone is pre.
sumptive evidence that we shall contnuc to
enjoy them, if there be no positive proof, that
we shall not. This 1s a mode of reasoning,
which governs most of our conduct in life.
Having observed certain events regularly tak.
g plice in time past, and knowing of noth-
mg to disturb or interrupt this regular course
i time to come, we believe and act as 1if cer-

tain, 1t would continue to take place.

Decath alicnates from us all that portion of
organized matter, which composcs the human
body. DBut we suficr this alicnation every
yvear i the usual course of nature, and fre-
quent' y in cases of accident ar d discase a par-
tial alienation, and yet the living nowers re-
main invartably the same.  The power which
determined us to raise the hand, is not lost

D
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when the hand is amputated. Death must
undoubtedly introduce a striking change in
thc mode of our being.  Butwe have passed
through changes, perhaps as great as that of
death, 1 our progress from the first mo-
mceint of our existence to maturity of reason
and ycars. It 1s hardly possible to imagine
two modcs of being more different than our
present, and our once embryo state.

t is objected, that in one instance the al-
icnation of organized matter is gradual, and
in the other imincdiate. But this is no ground
-for concluding, that while the living powers

nay and do survive the gradual alienation,
they are destroyed 1a that, which 1s immedi-
atc and total. It 1s at lcast os easy to con-
ceive of the existence of the scul ina sepa-
ratc statc, as to suppose that its consciousness
could be taken from a large portion of matter
to be cvacuated or amputated, and transfer-
rcd to a portion, that was to occupy the same
place by repletion. - '

We shall here instance two or three facts,
which seem to favor the opinion, that the liv-
ing powers dcpend upon the body ; and by
this expression, we uniformly mean, as qual-
itics are supported in a substance. Human
bodics have beenreanimated. after all the iiv-
ing powers have apparently ccased. Inmost
mostal discases the mental peiwers are ob-
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:han to restare the vital rmotions or distend
the lungs.
Upon this principle, could a man be im-
mersed in some preserving fluid, that should:
keep the fluids and solids of the body in the
same conformation, which they h'1d when
he was immersed, he might be Lept there
lor any given number of ages, and afterwards
taken out and restored to life. It will be ob-
jected, that we state an impossible case. But
it 1s answecred, it 1s one which materialists.
themselves L .ve put ; and have attempted to-
adduce corresponding facts in the instance of
animals taken from the bowels of a rock, ap-
parently lifcless, and where it was supposed
ihey had remained ever from the creation.
But upon restaration to the air, they immedi-
ately began to breathe again.  They instanc~
ed also insects brought in a cask of spirits
across the ocean, and upon their emancipa-
tion from the cask, beginning to fly again.
But we believe, there are few who weuld im-
agine, that a body, thus perfectly preserved
if 1t could be, would ever be animated with
a conscious and thinking being again.
~ In the instance of a drowned person, we
ask, why the body may not be restored, as
\Vell after an immersion of an hour, as of a
quarter ! In the depth of winter a body
pi unged in water of nearly the same tempe-
ture with ice, could not surcly suffer a pu-
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refactive process in an hour so great, as 1o
prevent the restoration of lile, when it muﬂ}t
e restored after ean mmmersion of hall ¢
hour. 1f 1t be so, why can the bedv De re-
animatced after half an hour’s immcrsion, and
not after that of an hour 7 We bclieve, that
the rational answer is this ¢ The vincalum.
whiich binds the body to the soul, 1s not burst
asunder 1n the former period, and 1s in the
latter, and while that remains, und nature 1s
assisted, a lcsusvlta ron of Ife may alwayvs be

1L\,th and after it is burst *10*11111” 410t

>f the power of him, who cstablished tic con-
nexion at first, cun restore it again.

In the other mstance, it 1s said, that tic
decay of the living powers befcre death 1in-
dicates, that the body and mind are both a
prmchmo thewr dissolution. It is held to
be a prognostic of approaching death to the
body, when it is enfecbled and dt,c:d) cd; why
not, the same appearances with respect to
meuhil debility and decay, an cqual indica-
tion, that this is algo appr oaLhmO' its final pe-
riod. In most mmstances, death fuﬂs the body
relaxed and feeble ; '*rfl the mind ina state
of insensibility s idotism. W rcpl\
tak i'l the first instance ; the o cay of the
borly 1s manitest and obvious to the scises ;
but as we see the imind only through the me-
dia n ol the Lody, the decay of the 1zind i
aot thus capable of seasible demion tratine

b 2
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‘The soul manifests itself to our corporcai
sensesonly in the motions it gives to the body,
and articulations to the tongue. And it s
evident, that when these organs, by which a-
lone the operations of the soul could be as-
certained by others, have sufleied decay, their.
must appear a proportionate decav in the

‘mental faculties. But should we rationally

infer in the instance of x palsy, from the sus-
pension of the bodily powers, that the living
principle, that used to communicate motion
to the body, was extinct; and not rather,
that the body was no longer in a situation to
obey the dictates of this moving principle ?
When we observe a person on a sudden
struck dumb, do we infer from it, that the
power, that used to give articulation to the
tongue 1s no longer in being ; and not rather
that the organs of specch can no longer move
and obey the power ! Then why these con-
clusions in the apparent suspension, and de-.
cay of the living powers before death ?
When the aged complain of the failurc and
decay of their mental powers, the 1dea, which
should be affixed to the remark 1s, not that the
mind has really decaycd, and has been retro-
grade i its motion, but that some of its fac-
ulties that depend almost entirely on its con-
nexion with the bedy, as, for instance, mem-
ory have failed them, in consequence of the
fallure anl decay of the body. The power
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of recalling past ideas, and making them p.ass
im review before the mind again, ev xdcml\
depends much on the peculm organization
of the body : Thus after scvaie ‘w}.ncss, thc
patient may retain but fcw recollections of
any tromsactions which took piace, or 1dcas,
that he entertained, during his sickness. But,
when the person recovers robust health again,
all his mental powers manifest themselves as
before.  The apparcnt decay then of the
mental powers in sickness, old age, and at
approaching death, 1oap‘*00f not of real dim.
inution of the powers, and encrgics of the
soul, but of those faculties, which much de-
pend on the body, or association of ideas, and
memory, and also of the organs by which the
soul manifested its energics and powers.

If this were not the case, man i1s not a pro-
gresswe being, but like the brute would at-
tain the perfection of his mind at the same
time, in which he arrived at maturity of
body. Thus, both having reachcd their ac-
me at the same time, beth would begin to
decay. But, mn oppositior to this, we fre-
quentiv see men with all the corporeal de-
crepitude and infumity of extreme age,
yet retaining every mental power i full force
and vigor, and daily making fresh acquisi-
tions of knowledge. We often obscrve men
too, the moment bcforL their death in the full
exertion of memory and reason.  And if the
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mind were even invigorated with new and
unusual energies before death, while the
body and the organs were thus demnfred and
demx cd, these energies could not at all ap-
pear.

Sceptics have said, that the origin of man
1S &S wldentlv mechdmcal and matcnial, as a
vegetable. T'he objection is founded entirc-
Iy on our ignorance. When or how anima-
tion and the passive powers of reflection and
thought are imfused into the inanimate ¢m-
brvo, neither the sceptie, nor the Christian
can tell.  But both will grant, that the Deity
can as casily emanc and 1nfuse the hcavenly
principle, the inspiring breath, at one time as
another. Heat and moister, will never ac-
count for the origin of animal life ; much
less for the rational faculties. There must
have been a time, we know, when God did
thus breathe the breath of life mto man, and
in consequence u hen he became a living soul.
Of this we should be certain without the in-
formation of sciipture. 'I'he histery of the
origin of the human soul in seripture 1s very
concise and comperts with the deductions of
reason : ““ And (md breathed mto man the
breath of life, and he became a living scul.”
'I’he wiser and miore viriuous hewthens came
to the same conciusion {rom the haht of na-
ture alone. Pluo affirine, that the ratonal
soul is produced immedictely by God ant
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w1thout tlic interference of second causcs ,
that it 1s ‘¢ ingenerable und mcorruptible.””
A plant from the Supreme bLceing, not of
““ carthly, but of heavenly originul.””  The
scriptures account nct only for the origin of
the soul, butalso of the body. The one is
fashioned from the dust of the Parth and the
otheris the immediate inspiration of the ““{uth-
er of our spirits.” "Thus while he sustains
to the rest of crcation the more distant rela-
tion of creator, he is rmmediately the father
of our spirits.  And that not enly the soul
of our first parent, but those also of ull his
posterity are mfused by the immediate act of
God, 1s as evident from reason, a3 from revc-
fation. Heat and moisture, will account,
perhaps, for the expunsion and censequent
- growth of a plant. -But we are sure, that
thev are not sufficient to originate an animal.
There was a time, when the material nart of
man was an inert manimate substance ;- and
there is a tme when this substance 1s inform-
ed with life, and nothing, but the interposi-
tion of (od can change “inanimation to ani.
~mal life.

We now proceed to infer the immateriality
and consequent immortality of the soul from
its capacitiesand powers, the manperin which
it exerts them and the objects, on which they

* AgenZton.  Phuton ageion. all’ curanion,
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arc ciaployed.  Inthe first place, if the sout
were a conerete substance, we cannot con.
ceive, huw 1t could entertain abstract ideas
that have no relation to any thing, which is
the object of our corporcul senscs 3 nor how
the assertion of the schools can be  true,
““ that we have no 1deas in the mind, wlhich
werce not admitted through the mcdium of
the corporeal senses.”*  The ideus ol good-
1:¢ss, virtue, justice and truth, arc not ab.

stract 1deas gained from anv concrete sub-
stance. lhcv have no affinity in the mind
with the moral bei: ngs who practice them,
Through what sense “then were they admit-
ted there ? Their fancied resembiance to pao-
portion in bodies 1is surely fanciful «und un.
founded. We conclude then, asthe cffect
is always a consequent to the cause though
necessarily inferior to 1t, that a material soul
could entertain no ideas, but those which re-
late to material objects. It may perhaps be
said then, that an immaterial soul could en-
tertain on this supposition no ideas relative to
matter  But though the first of these propo-
sitions be true, yet the otherits rcverse docs
not follow. From the known laws and vro-
perties of matter the first conclusion is drawn.
But that the latter is true, none can tell, and
we have the cvidence abovementior ed, that

it i1s not.  On the supposition, that it was.

* Tiihil est inintelebtu, qued non prius fuerat in sensu.

s .
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aue, simple reflection could not afreet the
bodv.  Yet it is certain, that the contempla-
it of dreadful obiects, which we never serw,
il awaken those cmoiions ol fear, which
Cagitate, and affect the body. Now Lere is a
«mml)orcal change aftectc d by an incorpercal
1mage. Hence, immaterialics can act upon
materizlity.  But itis 1ideed mysterious to
conceive upen what the image fell, or how iz
vaved, an d affected tize bodv
A personarrived at the tperiod of fife, avhen
we become reflecting b!‘mg‘s can indulge the
| most intense conten mlat ons, when all tn eav-
cnucs of sensation are closed.  The mind in
a momeit can glance upon a million different
objects, dissimilar and wide as the world,
frora each other, while the body has'not chang-
cd 1ts place. It can penetrate ingo the reces-
ses of the nvisible woaild ; it can pass the
“flaming hmits of the universe.”* [ ali
these faculites result from the modification of
mere matter, how unlike the properties of
any material substance, with wiich we are
wquainted.  The mfinite velocity of mentat
transition from onc object to another—the
qlxirimzt‘;itv ol our conc eptionq ; 1 short, ali
the phenoinzia of mind cvince with the ut.
most precision the same truth—the distinet-
s of mind from body.  We have already
eonsidered the doctrine of materialisin, and

* Utra Lhamnuuua meenia mundi
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have been idignant in the consideration of a
doctrine which treats of the mind, as a dimin.
ative material crucible, 1n which, by the help
of slight impresstons on the sensorium, an
intellectual process 1s carried on.

Hitherto we have considered the powers of
the mind, when we are awike—we shall
briefly consider the effects of sleep upon it.
The ancient termed sleep* the brother, or re-
lation of death. But, if we attend to this
state of the mind, near as it scems to resemble
death, we shall find, that 1t affords the most
striking arguments in favor of immortality.

In the deepest sleep the mind retains, and
often cxerts its usual powers, It frequently
carries on its usual volitions ; but the body 1s
10t subjecttothe will.  The mysterious con-
nexion between the body and the mind is

partially suspended. Now, it should scem,
that a material soul should sleep with the
body. But so far from it, that sleep still
holds 1ts resemblance to death that by intro-
ducing the mind toa new w orld and another
scene of things. The body 1s 1n cfiect dead,
but the soul 1s stili conscious and active.  Itis
partially freed from the cumbrous shackels of
thc body. It begins to indulge ideas, which,
when awake, the mind never entertains. It
begins to taste ol new, and exalted pleasures.

* Consanguineus leth: sopor.-— I'irg.
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1t sketches the most magnificent, and usetul
scencry, It realises the high enjoyments of
a discmbodied spirit.  With the rapidity of
a sunbeam, it flies through the empire of pos-
sibilities, and forms the most cxcentiric, wikl
ard mrregular combinations, and scems to focl
itself p()bb@SSﬁd of that cnergy, and activity,
which in probability, will characterize its
separate state.  But still it is weighced down
by a partial comnexion with the body ; and
a kind of faint impression hangs upon it, that
it is alla dream. ¢ How often i alarming
dreams we arc eonscious of making an cftort
to save ourselves  fram apprehended danger,
yet i spite of our ef’*‘orts, continue chained
down to our beds.”  We fancy somc ruinow:
building, some mmpending clift] or faliing tree
about to descend upon-our head, and crush
us inthe ruin. Butan unaccounidile weight
binds us to cur place.  We lahor, and pant,
and feel the most violerit ¢motions of fear,
'lhc body does not hawcever obey the voli-
tions of the will.  Thus v¢ observe, that the
soul does m fact exist, when the connexion
betwecn 1t and the body s so far dissclved,
as that the latter does not obey the dictates
of the {ormer. It sccins then, that 1 these
mstances, ~hie body 1s far ivm Baing neces-
sarv to the exiswence of the soul 3 that it only
binds, encumbars e-d shackles it. .\ strong
preof "lm,, that 1t mes ard will cexist, when

F.
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the conncxion is entirely dissolved. A
thousand arguments naturally suggest them-
selves in favor of immortality from the rc-
scmblance between slecep and death. But
we shall speak of those drawn from aralogy
in another chapter. It 1s sufhicient for us to
observe, thatail the phenomena of sensation
and reflection, imagination and memory, -
-vince in the clearest manner, the same great
truth, the distinctness of mind from body

CHAP. IIL

Moral Argumenss for a Futvre Life, drawn
Jrom our progressive Nature.

He will kave regard to the work of his hand.u]oé‘.

V‘V E only discover the intentions of the
kind authm of our being in all the works of
his hand. He has made nothing in vain.  In
that regular gradation, which descends by ca-
::x and n'cvtk transition from the most ex-

ted of created existences, to the humblest
anmm ‘el being, there is not a single chasm.
One obvious design parvades the w hole that
every thing creqtcd should attain the utmost
perfection of its nature.  That every naturadl
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desire of cvery living thing, should have
reasonabie and corresponding  gratification.
Piants grow up, and flowers afiord the secd
that will reproduce their kind and die. The
most diminutive insect uttains to all the vor-
fection of which it i1s susceptible, before it
dics.  Ard 1s it reasonable to believe, that
God elss:whf::rc Caffectionate and kind, s teo
iaan erued and severe ! Can 1t be supposed
‘hat e being, whose ancient corapamion,
sven from cternity, was truth, wiil deludc
and mock, and deceive man with wishes
whichi have no corresponding  gratification
with hopes, thc object of which will never b
rcalized 7
At the closc of the present life, mon hus not
attained the perfection of his nature. A
thousand generations of brate witmals suce-
ceed each other without makiig a s:0gie Im-
provement. But onc man ialcs a discoy-
cry, and pursues its advantages through his
whole life.  His successor takes it up and
pursues 1t still farther.  Tle is capable of an
cternal progress towards thie perfection of his
nature. “ternity is his carcer ; his goal is
the Deity.  And though he can never reach
the point proposcd, \Ct 15 he susceptible of
an eternal apm‘ommatxon o it. Onc attain-
ment opens a prospect to another.  He has
no goal, no resting phu,c where he can sit
down smsaed and s say, ‘1 can know ne

A
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racee.”?  In his mworal natore, each conquest
cvei one passion feads him on to another cn.-
~mv. He eradiciies onz immoral propun-
sien, and still finds anciher to subdue ; and
110 man ever attained to that moral purity, that
z continucd existence would not enable him
to mcrease.  And, can we suppose that man
ts the oniy being whom God has created, that
does izot attain all porsible perfection and im-
provement.  Shal we suppose that such a
reind, capable of tuchi cxpansion and mm-
provement, capalitle of going backward to the
rime vhon itzeli; and no being but God was
in existein~e, and forward to the hour when
ame itself shail be swallowed up of eternity.
Shall this mind be arrested in iis progress,
and the cutset of its carcer, and consigned to
cternal sleep 1n the grave ¢ ¢ Would an in-
finitcly wise Creator make such glorious crea-
tures for so mean a purpose ! Can he dehiziat
in the production of such ubortive intelii.
gences, such short lived reasonable beings ?
WWould he give us talents, that are not to be
exerted ; capacities, that can never be satis-
fied 7 How can we find that wisdom, which
shines through ail his works, in the {formation
of man, without looking on this world, as a
nursery for the next, and believing that the
several generations of rational creatures, whicl:
rise up and disappear in such quick succes-
sian, are onlv (o reccive their {irst rudiments
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of existence here, and aftervards to He wans-
planied ity a more friendly 1w'1("1 wheore
they may spread and fl surish to ail clernity.

Il man had been intended only forthe -
sent life, it should scem, that the firse, who
lived, would have arr wed at un 1mpussuble
goal of knowledge and virtue, and thus of all
his descendants. Butsoitis not. At three
score years, he is but just cntered on the
threshold of cxperience and knowledge. He
15 but in the intancy of being and improve-
ment. To supposc, that he will ot have a
period allotted him, sufhcient to unfold all his
latent energies, to attain to all the perfection
m knowledge und virtue, of which his nature
19 su sccptzble, is to supposc that the Deity
wil violate the most obvious and bestknown
taw of naturz.  And as hc has not vhis perr.
od in the prozent life, his coxistence vl e
sontinued afier, and no hovds can he sct to
he progres: he e an nuke, ths duration mus:
be without endl?

There is not 1r redigion a morce pleasing
«nid triumphunt  consideration, than this of
‘e perpetual progress, which the soul v.ill
o muking towards the paiection of its na-
mre. “io look upon the soul as going from

engih to strengthi 3 to consider th it s JhC 1s

shine forever with new accessions of o
:-j:, and brighten to all cternity 5 that she il
>l be aﬁfling virtue to virtue, o knowl-
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edge to_knowledge, carries in it something:
wonderfully plcasing to #hat ambition whick
1s natural to the mind of man. Nay, it must
be a prospect pleasing to God hlmself to sce
his creation forever beautifying in his cyes,
and drawing nearer to him by greater degrees
of resemblance.

‘¢ Methinks this single consideration of the
progress of a finite spirit towards perfection,
will be sufficient to extinguish all envy in in-
ferior natures, and contempt in superior.
That cherubim, which now appears, asa
God to a human soul knows well, when the
period will come about in cternity, when the
human soul shall be as perfect as he himself
is now ; nayv, when he shall look down upon
that perfection, as much as he now falls short
of it. It is true, the higher nature still ad
vances, and by fhiat means preserves his di
tances and superiority in the scale of bemg ;
but Le krows that, how high scever the sta-
tion is of which he stands possessed at preg-
ent. the infertor naturc will at length mount
up to i, and shine forth in. the same degrecs
of glory. 'With what astonishment and ven-
eraticn may we look into our own souls,
where there are such hidden stores of knowl.
edge and virtue, such nexhausted cources of
gcticction. We know not yet, what we shall
be, nor will 1t ever enter into the heart of moan
‘o conccive the glorv that will Lo nlways in
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reserve for him. The soui considered withr
its Creator, 1s like one of those mathematical
lines, that may draw nearer to unother {or all
eternity without a possibility of touching it.
And can ihere be a thouuht 50 transpor ting,
as to consider oursclves perpetually approach-
ing him, who is not only the standard of per-
jection, but of happiness 7’

CHAPTER 1V.

Analogical Arguments for a Futore Iife.

Look nzture through 5 ’iis revo ation 2ll.
All change ; no death. A1yl Thought,,

DEaTH destrovs the sensible proof we
nave of a man’s cxistence ; and <o also does
his removal to anciher country.  In the lat-
ter instance, we have faculties that cnable
us to ascertain that he 1s st} alive.  Lutin
the former, we have none that can follov- the
living agent beyond the grave. But here
raith and reason, and particularly analogy in
this view of our subject come to our axl. Ii
we attend to the chanqﬁs, throuvgh which e
actually docs pass, and still ex lublt censilie
proafs that be Lizs not lost hils being, we should
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rationally conclude, that he would pass througr.
this 1n like manner. What a striking change
has he passed through between the first mo-
ment ot his existence, and the first hour after
he isborn! A change strikingly exhibiting
his natural progress: from a nartow, humble
and confined state of being, to one more suit-
ed to ¢xpanded knowledge and increascd per-
fection.  Follow him from infancy to man-
hood and age ; through sickness, change, vi.
ciss:tude and transition ; and from thence t
the grave, and compare what he then is beforc
dentli, with what he was m an embryo state—
and car: deata thus produce a greater change
upor him ? It 1s a law of his nature that he
sheuld exist with different capacities, enjoy-
ments, suflerings, pleasures and pains at dif-
ferent periods “of his life. And this holds
with resnees to all other animads.  The cat.
erpillar, ore of the most loathsome, sluggish
and diminutive insects with which we arc ac-
qucm.wd affords however an actual proof of
the —~z2tiine of animal resurrection, It at-
icohios itsell in autumn to some tree or build.
me 3 becomes a2 mouldering, lifeless  filu,
anu the winter passes awayv while 1t remains

4

in chicate. But the germ of life is in it
I‘ i *e:*—.nimated’ in the spring, emerges from
s b, and the loathsome insect appears @
eac oy butterfiy, which sureads its wings, gav

Il

vl cLe cotors of the bow, and with imdinite
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apidity waits iself from flower to flower.
And shall God thus raise this diminutive rep-
i to a state of cxistence so much more ¢x-
uted, and leave man to cternal slecp m the
orave ¢ A thousand 1nscects experience the
same transformation.  Numberless annnals
are congealed to the consisteney of 1ce by the
severity of winter, and so far from being de-
stroved by the teniporary death, come forth
m the spring with rencwed yvouth and vigor.
T'o enumecrate all the transmigrations and
changes, through which different Tivin g belngs
pass, without losing the sensible proot of their
cxistenee, would be to deseribe a great part
of the whole animal creation.  Indeed 1t 15
hardly possible to concerve two states of be-
ing more different than our present and once
cmbryo state. Then let us suppose, and the
conclusion is strictly analogical, that death
wiil introduce us to a state as diiferent from
the present, as the present is from what once
we wet e or wostate as different from the pres-
ent, as the butterfly is from the caterpillar.
AAnid 1s it reasonable to believe, that these di-
minutive insects will survive dcath, and gain
so much by the event, and man, the work of
God’s own hand, and the creature of his pe-
culiar care perish forever ?

Through the whole circle of animated na-
ture, we obscrve in the animal a perfect adapt-
cdness for the element, in which it lives, and
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moves, <o conformation wnd structure hos
L peiiect reference to 1ts state and condition.
Fhis wonderful adaptedness of animals to
dietr mode of life with regard to their exter-
nal structure, and internal wants and destres,
must strike every attentive mind with e ir-
vesisible conviction, that an infu.ite intel-
Lgence made, and governs the worid. Hhias

cvery animal has every thing n ceessary to s
supply ing itself with food, sotiusi e s wants,

nd procuring its usual enjoymes 14, 2nd noiti.
ihg morc. ‘The fish s in cvery respect ex-
actly accommodated to ts watry cicinent,
and no other. Itis formed to glide along
with nfinite rapidity and ease ; wd is care.
{ully guarded on every side from all the in-
conveniences of its situation.  But, little as
we arc acquamnted with the animal, it has no-
thing 1n its structure for which we cannot
find a necessarv and obvious use ; and that
the derangemecnt of the smallest -part of its
structure, will subject it to great and mani-
fest inconvenience. This has been a sub-
iect of frequent remark by the wise and learn.
ed of ancient times. It was to the serious
and reflecting a suthcient refutation of athe-
ism. Galin, by the disscction of a human
body, and attention to its admirable and won.
derful stracture, renounced his atheistical o-
pinions, and become a sincere convert to the

ism. He saw such infinite design in cvery
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aitnute vessell and thread in the complicated
aachinery that all sophistry and doubting
were done away.  He fele the full conviztion
st the fizst and greatest truth, the being of a
(od ;o truth stamped in characters cqually
'egible and fair, on cveiy page of the great
volume of nature, and the mind of man. The
ecneral truth whieh we apply to our subject
is this : There 1s no amimal that lives or
moves, which has one organ, one capacity,
onc constituent part of 'ts make superfluous
to its nccessity ; nor is there one which lacks
any thing necessary to its subsistence and
happiness. .

hould a philosopher from another planet
and unacquairted with the laws of that prov-
adence which governs this, visit our world,
and observe a living fish in the open air at-
tempting to struggle forward on the ground ;
chould he mark how little 1t was calculated
for the clement, he would be at a loss to as-
certain the use, object, or cnd of that forma-
tion, which entirely incapacitated it for the
situation 1n which it was. But, restere the
animal to the water, and his doubts wouid at
once be gone.

When we mark the growing wings of the
voung nestling, we conclude immedinteiy,
that it is distined at some future perlod
dv. The wings, it is true and the growime
feathers are uscless thern, But we hesitate



20 ‘ Arouments,

not (o admire the wisdom of presidinee s
thus carly beginning to prepare 1t for its fu-
turc lement. \hat an argument for athe-
1ism, 1f a race of amimals could be found with
wings, and plumuage ; the muake and con-
formation of a bird, but which always mov.
cd on the ground, and ncver applied the wings
to any purpesc whatever,  Inall we obscrve,
mdeed capacity, and structure off no use to
them in some period of therr l‘cing, but only
preparatory to another scence of action.  Let
us apply this universal analoyy toman.  Let
us bear the truth in our miuds, that no an-
«mal hus a any deficiency, os supertivity of or-
-ns, capacity and powers

Let us mquire w thhCl‘ these must not be
onother scene of acuon r')r man, cxeept he s
(e chasm in the analogical churr; Cneept
most of his capacitles 2iud poiwvers Lire oW il
away upon him with an  inconsiceiate proiu-
sion, wiich is so far irom havine ooy (,1)'C\L
or use, that it is in this view crucl nel 4 1iiu-
ricus. Of what use is his boasted reason, 1f
this iife be the whole of his exnivtonce, Hled-
ern phiiosophy, it1s truc, doicents pompons-
Ii- upon the perrectizililny of miiy, “na the die-
mty of his reasornble nature.  but cid ve
firn:dy belicve, that death wis wneterisl sleep,
wiihi ¢l our refinement, with i OUr rense™,
vith ali our dignity uWbout ue, Ly

')

Lo ke - hruie of the fickl” ot nicaches
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i the value of Ve, and 1 proportion, as 1t
was valusble, it would then swell our icars of
death. Much of our dignity 1s duc to our
reasonable nature. It has afforded a hght by
which the human mimnd has travelled th-c o b
the visible universe . It has meoasvired e
circurt of worlds, which the ek d cve con.
not (liscm*.w It has taught us, that thos
shitering: "emps, which brighuen the face of
it are st mattuuh d by convaiving worlds.
But how dicary would be the refleciion. that
she mrnd. which had made ese rescurchios,
< iceh hod s, unassisted and alone. wan-
dcn d through sucha biroad provinee of God’s
Ginversii sagdom, must at ength return o
astho - while these Tuminaries . ull shone,
~nd stul 1ovice these high speculations. A
aificrent for diffcrent reflcesien oceurs o the
Ciristian philosopher, the legitimate desceend-
ant of Newton, whiic his mind 1s exerting 1ts
povers at these indinite distances, n thesc
“avastes of ercation,” *f these suburbs of our
svstem.” Those worlds vwhich now faintly
cleemy on his eve, mayv one day be his resting
nince.  He h(")f s oune hour to visit them in
realit tyv.  Pevhaps they will be o many stag-
¢, where he shall pausc from time {0 time,
and refresh s mind with broader views and
noblcr conceptions of the univer:e ; ascend-
g from world to world, increasing in moral
perfection, and perpetuadly drawinsg nearer to
1
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him, who is the sum, and source, and center
of perivetion.

Of what use are all thosc high rescarches
respecting the existence and perfections of
God, which give us a portion of that (xcel-
‘ont nature which we contemnlate, if we are
scon to loge theia Al forever. We arc able
to form C(mccp-m 18 of cternity ; and a mind
ihat cver entertaned thaese 1dc:\s will alwayy
ivel the poverty of finite possessions.  The
caly advantaze of reason to us, if there were
o 1 but this, vwould be to teach us, hew

truly virctched was cur situation ; how fow

Tye

and eravaling ournsual enjoyments 5 but it
cou‘« uher 1o substitute for them.  Witheut

1t b Livtal creation zre ignorant that scrsual
1‘1‘-‘“- Loe sk not o oreal good. "They enjoy to-

ay, Jdureuncorscious cf tomorrow. They
h v no atarnal enemics, that rise up and tell
them the mcanness of all that they cnjoy.
They are untortus d by envy or ambition,

ard m contentbd udificrence, sail quictly a-
losg the stream of time.

I3ut man is always resticss, always ulicasy,
alwavs looking to futurity. Most of his men-
tal i ulties are totally useless, if this lite be
ot preparatory to another.

I a sceptic, 1<r'10r'mt of the progress of 1n-
fancey towards Iim.tlli"lt\ should obscrve un in-
faniin a cradie, he w ould perhaps immedi-
atcly inouire of what use were Hs belpress
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ands and feet. He woutd argue from ies e
lwshmws‘ that therc was no mfinite 11«*1!1-

e that ~upcr1ntenlud 145 ucatiun But
Taa few menths the arms and fet are nerved
with strengzth. lm. child Ic qu ;md wulks,
and his hands cubserve the various ¢rds for
which they were made. His doubts are at
once removed.  Conviction falls upon his
mind, with respect to the object of the Crea-
tor 1n its form and structure.

To apply these remarks, 1if thea e be cer-
tain tYut man posscsses faculties wiich can
be of no use to him in the present life—as
sure as God hath not provided wings for the
fish, or fins and scaics for the quadruped, des-
tined to graze the plain; as sure as he hath
wasted superflucus faculties upon no being ;
so sure will he bring man also forward into
an existence, where all his latent powers shall
be unfolded, and where shall appear no mere
waste of faculties, than now appears in every
animal that lives or moves.
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CHAP. V.

Morar Arguments for a Future Life. drawn
Jrom the justice and goodness of God.

But Fere the cloud,

So wills eternal providence, sits deep

Enough for us to know, that this dark state
In wayward passion lost, and vain pursuits—
This infancy of being cannot prove

‘The tinal isste of the woiks of God.—Seasons.

THE moral proofs of immortality open a
broad and extcensive field. 'The natural ar-
guments from it would not cease to have
force, even admitting the dreary and dread-
ful suppositions of atheism. But from the
existence and perfections of God we are led
to another source of proof. That God does
exist, uniting in his character all possible per-
fection, few will be disposed to contest. If
then he be supremely good, and if it will, be
found to militate with his character to create.
such a being as man, and destroy him in the
erave, the truth of our subject will follow im-
mediately from his character.

It 1s evident that the designs of Providence
with respect to us are not completed. Hu-
man life always bears an evident relation to.
something-past,and something to come. The
whole system of nature 1s verging to some
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cud.  Why disorder and sin prevail among
the works of God, we cannot tell ; but thu
they do, and that reward and pun 1«lnnentb ar
dlbproportlonate to the virtue and vice of mi¢:-
al beings, proves that a perfee* retribution
must be reserved for an existence after death.

Itis demonstrablc, that virtue 1s azrecable
to the naturc of the Deity, and vice the re-
verse.  Thus obedience to his laws would
be always rewarded, and disobedience always
punished here, if here was the ¢nd of our be-
ing, But we frequently sec the direct re-
verse of this.  Good men are often subjected
to temporal misery and suftering.  "They
wear out their lives in misery, toil and ob-
scurity. ‘They steal unnoticed to the arave.
W hile vice is often rank, luxuriant and t‘fmz

shing, the ¢ lot of the WICkﬁd 1s cast by the
rivers of waters,?’ and he flourishes like “the
green bay tree.”  All his capricious wishes
are gratified.  All his schemes, however
wild and chimerical, prevail. Al Lis lubors S
seem to prosper.  The scriptures striking
iustrate this truth in the parable of they
man and Lazarus.

Let the Steic sav, that virtue i3 suﬁ reient
for 1tcelf ; let the dlsmtercsted mecrlist as-
sure s, that the plaudits of approving con.
science, the serenity and satistaction of o
mind at ease with itseif counter balance any
earthlv distress.  liven the pareble deck:e:

. O

P ¢
O fw/d

giy
1eh
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that inthis life Lazarussuffered ¢ evil things.”
And the sufterers themselves, so far from be-
ing happy, express their wretchedness, and
feel the full misery of their situation. Now
there 1s no dafference between real and ideal
sufiering except 1n degree. Consequently,
notwithstanding their loyalty, virtue and obe-
dience, they were unhappy. And the others,
notwithstanding the reproaches of their con-
science, and that misery which is appropriate
to vice, declare themselves happy ; and by
their reluctance to die sufficiently prove that
they are satisfied with life.  Now, if this life
were the whole of our existence, a good and
faithiul father would surely secure in every
mstance happiness to his humble and loyal
suhjects, and misery to the rebellicus and dis-
obedient.  As thisis not the fact in the pres-
scnt life, the inference 1s obvicus and strong ;
there will he another life, in which this dis-
crimination shall fully appear, and the * ways
of God to man be justified.”

The most pleasing view of nature is that
which reflects the perfect benevolence of the
Almighty ; and this is the view which it as-
sumes to every pious and attentive beholder.
Pure and disinterested benevolence reared
the fabric of the universe from chaos. His
pervading energy and diffusive kindness fiil
and enliven every place. He 1s the source
of good, the giver of ¢ every good, and every
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pe:;ec* oift”” to all his creatures. The ani-
mals that graze the plain, that ¢ stately tread,

or lowly creep ;”’ the birds, that ¢ singing
up to leavens high gate ascend ;” the fishes

that glide through the seas ; in short, the
whole animal creation evince the happmess
they feel. Man is not yet admitted to his
rest. He is a probationer for an immortal
existence, and must be tried by suffering.

by passing through scenes of trial, tempta-
tion and discipline, to ‘ train him for the
skies.” Were this not the case, he would
not have been subjected to so much trial and
distress. He would have been ignorant, con-
tented and happy ; uncenscious of tomorrow,
and satisfied with the present. From this
happy ignorance and indifference, death
would have snatched him quiely away, and
consigned him to. the bosom of 'mmhllatloh.
But now he anticipates all the horrors of com-
ing misery, before it is present.  Why such
powers of mind . Why that ardent love of
being which no suﬁermg can quench, which
no distress can extinguish, and nothing short
of eternity can completely satisfy ? The
brute is not disturbed by a desire, fer which
there is not a corresponding gratification.
The young, as soon as it is brougiit forth,
and while yet without experience, feels the
desire of food, and as soon as that desire was-
mantest to us, we should know, had we not
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even observed it belore, (hat tiere was a
proper osicct for that desire.

The aquatic fowl, brought into Life by the
incubation of a domestic {owl, as soon s it
1s disengaged from its shell, l‘»cgins to seek
for water, and having found 1t, plungces .
Lt the scepic tell ue, why the animal thus
instictively flies to the water ! L.t him in-
form us, why 1n autumn a whole nation of
gregaricus fowls set out from the north, and
mount the autumnal winds ; and without
quadrant or compass, fly a thousand leagues
to a warmer and more genial climate.  And
the course of Cook was notwithstanding wild,
meandering and indirect compared with
theire. Let him shew us vwhat moved themn
“to this great attempt, and what enabled them
to complete 1t.  Let him account for the in.
imitable phencmena of instinct I animals,
and then inform us whence this universal and
ardent love of existence 1n man !

Would it not bave been vnkindness in tiwe
Deity to create within us an unquenchable
thirst without providing water to satiawe 1t ?
Or hunger w ithout food ? \‘ »w to have form-
ed WI*hm us this urextinguishable love of
being without providicg 1ts corresponding
oratification, 1s unkindness greater than tlu
for mer, In proyorticn as this desire is strong-
er than those. It may be cbjected that this
i3 an acquired desire, like a theusand fend
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and tooish wishes o fancies, which grow
up within us, the troeblesome  ehildren, not
o nature but of art—desires whicliwe foster
ourscives. It 1s an mifallible eriterion to dis-
tinguish natural destres from artificial, that
the tormer are universal in their empire and
perpetual in their duratien 5 whereas the lat-
ter are local and changing, one prevaiis in one
place and at one time, and others 1n another.
And 1t <houl? scem, that if any desire be
connate with our being, and a necessary con-
sequence of our make and constitution, it 1s
this. For this is the only cne, that never
fails, that survives every change, and remains
itself unchanged. .

Thercfore, if it be unkindness to create a
being with strong desires aud no gratification
for those desires, and if the Deity cannot be
unkind, then have we the strongest assurance,
even the attributes of the Almighty, that
immortality shall satisfy our desire of exis!.
tnce.
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CHAP. VL.

Arouments for a Future Life, drawn fron:
the consent of Nations in its belief.

Omri autam i Te consensio gentium 1< * :iure puiandacst,

Cicera,

THE ancicnts cstablished 1t as a maxim,
that the oprions which were admitted by the
human race in general must be true. "The
maxim 1s founded on two obvious truths,
that a speculative opinion universally believ-
ed, must be innate to the mind, or raised
there by the Deity ; and that a sentiment
by him implanted in the mind will not be
unfounded and delusive. Particular nations
may adopt erroneous opinions. But time is
the friend and test of truth. Error from its
natare will always be local and temporary ;
whereas the empire of truth is universal and
eternal. Therefore in the nature of things
error cannot prevail for a long time, nor be-
come universal. The reason which would
induce its admission into one country would
prevent it in another. The circumstance of
its being an article in the creed of one pro-
fession would inciine another to reject it.
But great aud acknowledged truths force con-
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victien Lqual’\ i the minds of all professions
and sects, however dissumilar.  The belief
of imr*orudity his obtained this consent of
tiatic.es 5 10or none has been found so barbi-
rous aid Jgtmun‘,t as not 1o adnut 1ts truth,
Tvor hians ts benef o i;’,%mtud us some fave
supre-od, mthe poliey of legislators. and
ees ttansnaitted from one nation te another.,
1§ is 2 articte in the creed of hords of savug-
cs, who live ina st ate of the most absclute
anarchy.  The barbarian, who traverses the
wilds of America, h()')f rernse aiter death
the abvsses of the sCa, the icrtile slands of a
lake, or in the regions beyond the moon,
He expresses these hopes 1 his praycrs to
the *¢ great spirit,”” who resides according to
his Lelicf on the tep of some Inacee ssible
mountauy, or ot the scurce of come nnpctu-
ous torrent.  He expecets his heaven m amild
and genial climate ; In groves replete with
game ; and then to pursuc those {zvorite ¢c-
cupations which are sodear to him in the pre.
sent life. All the different tribes figure a l ap-
piness similar 1a kind, but higher mn degree
than what they enjoy m tuls world ; such
as forests full of game ; rivers sw armmg with
vwhere the) shall never tire m their de-
lighti‘ul pursuits, and vhere they shall al-
wavs have the zest of uncee 'sing aed uncloy-
mg novelty.  Here fumine, and tol, and war,
and trouble shall be no more.
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“L1o" tfe e incan v cce untatered mung
Seec (yod in fiouds, wit. o orelomin the wind,
His scul proud science never tuught to stray
Toras the sular waik, o liuEY way.

Yot simple nature to s ;‘;c; 2o given,

Sehind the cloid toet loan humdler heaven,
Somwe Lappier land rdepin o1 woods embracid
Scme fufer ssland fa the wiatry waste ;

‘Where slaves once more their nat.ve 'and behold
~e fiends torment, nor Christians thirst for guid.
1o be centents s natural desire—

tie 1ks no angels wing, nor seraph’s fire ;

£ut thinks, admitted to that equal skv,

4iis faithful day shall bear Lim compuny.”’

In those lately discovered islands, that arisc
in sohitary beeuty fiem the bosom of the
pzcific ocear, so far removed from others, by
itervening wastes of water that the mhabit.
ants beileve themselves the only people on the
globe ; they are yet firm in the belief of the
immortality of the soul. So long had tixemr
communication with the rest of mankmd been
suspended, that they lad lost all memory,
and tradition of their. emigration from another
Lind.  Now, whence &id e simpie child-
ren of nature derive this behicd ¢ W here did
they acquire 1t ¢ Let us be infor ,m(.. and 1t
will solve the whole mystery, re ~peciing the
concent of naticns to the docrine ol inmor-
tality. They musthave recenycd 4hie opinion
imoneg of these thrce wavs,  Eithor vt
be traditionary, oi ihe result of thar e
sonings, or the con isequence of en interna
impression of immortalitv, It seems in ibe
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first place piobable that the memory of thewr
emigraticn would be as permanent, as the tr
dition of immortality. “upposc some vio-
fent convulsion of nature severed them from
a continent, would they not preserve the tra-
dition of such an awtul catastrophe which
vould so forcibly «trike their senses, as
long, as the remembrance of a speculative
truth, which addressed onlv the understand-
mg ? Nor is it probable, that their belief fol-
lowed from the conviction of reasonirg. It
remains then, that the sentiment was written
upon the soul by the finger of Gad, and inter-
woven with the mind, and 1s si‘mildr to what
is termed instinct in brutes. Any othor
cause than this, for such a belief among be-
ings so simple, so unaccustomed to reason,
so much inclined to follow the impressions
of sense, we cannot assign.

Allowing it ho“ever to be waditionary,
we trace 1t to 1ts source, we shall find, that t
must be a remaining fragment of some crig-
mal revelation. For the question will still
retain, VWhence did the nation, from v hich
they received the tradition, derive it : Ifit
were the deduction of their reasoning, 1t
should seem that the belief which the hum-
blest portion of reason gave to all mankind,
must be founded in obwous truth. And it
1s prevalent among the most unenlightened
pagans m some form or other, as, pc"haps

G
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cmong christians, ¢¢ who dweli, like Uriel,in
thc sun.”  Fantastic ideas, notions vague
and wild, they may cntertain, with respect to
the mode of future existence.  But it isin
thc great truth itself that th(,y all agree.

The wretched slave torn from happmess,
the bosom of his friends, and the deep and
verdant groves of his sultry climate, by the
barbarous Christian—s pends a life of 1gno-
rance, servitude and toii, with patient resig-
na‘iion, and welcome death in the hope that
as scon as aissolved from the body, he shall
Le wafted by the winds across the ccean, to
the resorts of his youta, to the fields and
g;z 0ves where he once 1':>Ved at large, naked,

irce and happy; and there he expects to meet
Im friends agamn. The Bramin believes in
the preexis tence of the soul, and that after
death it shall animate another body, and shall
descend lower, orascend higher in the scale
of being, according to the conduct of the
probationer here.  In the extensive empire

of China, it obtained either in the form of
transmigration, or that the soul was an ema-
nation tfrom God and that death should reu-
nite it to him again.  The inhabitants cf the
dreary wiids of Kamtschatka was as firm m
the belief of the doctrine as the firs¢ mission.-
ary who traversed these inhospitable regions
to instruct tie pagan how to render 1mmor-
tality a biessing.  The Mahometan antici-
pates asensual ¢ l sium ot groves and strcams,
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and fruits and flowers, and of cvery il
rence which the heart can wish 3 and thew
he hopes uflcloymg se wual pleasure withou
cnd.  The Jew closes his creed by acknoes -
cdging a resurrcction of tihe bod. , and that
a.tu death it shall be reunited with the «w-l

i’he Christian expects ““ when he who isth

selievers life shall a- pear, to appear also w un
him m glory.”

Travellers have said that some fribes of
savages have been found without any notion
of future life. But a traveller, hittle attertive
to the subject, and unacquainted with the
language and modes of the people among
whom he sojourns, will hardiy be deemed
sufficient authority to prove that they have
none. They might not be wble to convey
the idea. He might not witaess wnyv of thosc
religious rites and ceremonies that presup-
pose the doctrine.  'To form a decisive opin-
ion, the traveller must have conversed with
a majority of the tribe, and thcy must lmvc
athrmed their own disbelief, and that the
was no such prevalcnt Opinion among thur
tribe. But this does not appear to “be the
ground on which they form th:ir opirion, but
their having witnessed no ceremonics of a
religious nature, and their h“"ilh"' no direct
zssertions of belief in it.  But every vartety
of the human race, with which we are fully
acquainted, the wise and the ignorant, the
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hond end the free, agree, inhoping or fearing,
someihing bC'fond the grave.

Ccsu,d We cnumcmtc the various modes.
and forms, and circumsrtances, 1 which dif-
orent natlons supposc the soul will exist, it
might indeed amuse, but 1t could not uhtn
t¢ the point in hand.  For the simple fuct,
the general consent of mankind jn the belief
of tuture life, 1s all we have to ascertan.
And * eternity by all as hoped or {cared,
shall be by all as suffered or ¢njoyed.”

It mav appear strange, true ac it is, that
v must fook for disbelievers in the doctrine,
not among the simple and ignorant, not a-
Mong pagans and barbarians, as we should
suppose, but In countries Hluminated with
the full Iight of revelation, @among philoso-
nhers ¢ falsely 5o called,” and even among
Hiase who appear o lcgﬂrd that rchgion,
which i< our only sure hope for eternity.
'f_'hc:-;c disbelicvers pretend In gencral a rev-
crence for antiquity.  They rchnqulsh the
bible for the opinions of the learned ancient
‘)lnloaopncrs. Could we recount the several
opinions of lcarned Jewish and heathen phi-
losophers, it would, we think, fully appear
that infidelity has no claim to the sanction of
.u.dﬂ'ut"

That the Joctrine vas admitted in the ear-
itest tzes of the world appears from the re-
markable prophecy of Secth, rccorded by St..
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,?ud:‘; ar.d from the tCs‘*imuan‘ f}f the e
ticiciit wiiters, Jewirch and B

wher from th&, indians oo 1y !:'uli'.‘:"l e
:1 Lgoras Dorroviud his § «,uu il e (rdl.sin-
gx..uon of souls.  And there had 10 obtne o
‘rom time immemorial. \v":.l, RICRTE
it 1s suid that the Sadducess denica i i
mortality of the soul. Curtan 1t ls, ULty
were in general poor, illiterate and con (mipt-
Whle, as 1t rcspected both their acquircciits
acsd moral characters.  Joscphus assceats thet
thevy were quarrelsome among thcnm]v s
. eruel and inhospitable to strang?-s. 'l‘hc
«ame author obscrves that thoere vere thr
- higious sects among the Jews 5 the Insocnc -,
sadducees and ph’ll‘lbLCb. ¢ Th‘- Llsscnes
rovly bedleve in the immortalite o hc SOUL.
s tlmt the soul res"*n’hhno i si.ustance the

¢ mere and subtle air, 1s 1t com.}.ubxc and
;;mnorml , and by a kind of naturar macling.
RIGIN ey attra(tm., shut up m the foob asin
Csson. But wiien it shall e freed {7 3 fiese
corporeal bonds, ws out of along stovery, b
siadl then ascend 1o the regrons of fmimer il
‘fiiss Thie ();,inim comports with thz Gre-
¢ian con\eftxo.xs upon the same sabject,
They fancy their heaven beyond the cocan
in a climate where there is ne'ther rin nor
SNOW, Nor sumv heat, but gentle and i fresh.
g o ﬂcs and tlus 1h(" fm(\' the resiacnoe
t." t-.r: !?‘(sscd. On the other Land the wick
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cd are condemned to impctuous tempests,.
killing frosts,and everlasting groansand pains.
"This much resembles their story of the For-
tunate Islands, which are the places reserved
for the entertainment of those glorious spir-
tts, whom they call heroes and demigods.
They have also a place assigned for the pun-
ishment of the wicked—a dreadful abode
where Sisyphus, Tantalus, Ixion and Tityus
and those who resembled them, suffer the
mest exemplary and awful punishment. They
deduce these truths from the natural dispo-
sition of the souyl to virtue, and its innate de-
testaticn of vice. For good men are madc
better in this life, by the hope of still higher
enjoyment in a coming life..  Besides, it 1s a
streng chcek upon immorality and vice ;
when men believe, that though they escape
iiuman detection and punishment in this life,
<t that divine vengeance will surely over-
{ake them in enother, and consign them to
~unishment duration without end. This is
+}ie philosophy of the Iisscnes, respectingthe
“ature existence of the soul, and few having
imbibed it, ever reccde from it. - The Phar-
isees admitted also the immortality of the
zcul, and believed the transmigration of the
souls of good men into bodics of a highex

)

rature—but that the sculs of the wicked
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were transmitted to a state of cverlasting
woc.” %

"The most subiime and enhghtencd concep-
tions, respecting the nature, and end of ihe
Lhhuman soal, next to those, whicli we receive
from the revelation of jesus Christ, were en-
tertained by some of the Grecian Philos-
ophers ; particularly by Plato and Socrates.

Socrates, the most enlightened of the Gre-
cian Philosophcrs, was the first who banish-
cd those idle, uscless and uninteresting dis-
putes and speculations, respecting the consti-
tution of mmre w h:ch previous to his time,
had been the sole ObjCCt of philosophy, from
the schools ; and in their stead introduced
subjects of more immediate consequence ta
the happmess of mankind. KHe directed the
whole scope of his philosophy to morals, to
ascertain true notions respecting virtue, and
vice, and the natural difference between good
and ill. It was nccessary, he knew, that
virtue should have an adequate sanction in
order to mnduce mankind to practice.it. In
order to find this sufhcient sanction, he de-
duced the existence and perfections of God
from irrefragable arguments; and as a neces-
sary conscquence, taught his universal, and
overruling providence. DBut even the om.
nipotence of the Almighty cannet find a sufh.
clent sanction for virtue, if there were no life

* Vid. Jew Acti Lid. il chap. yi.
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alter this. He therefore early recognized the
immortaiity of the soul.

This doctriase he proved in a manner clear
and distinct, pcwerful and convincing.  The
necessity, there was, thata future retribution
should clear up the ways and dispensations of
God, was an argument from which he infer-
red both the immortality of soul, and a future
retribution. He exploded the foolish and
fanciful Thcogony, to prevent in his tima
discarded polytneism, and taught the unm .
and omnipresence of God. I Chis doctrine,
together with the hatred rmised against him
by his having severely reproved the pretend-
ed phxlosophers of his time, and tiic cnvy ex.

cited by his celebrity, was sufficient to orig-
inate an accusation against him before the
magistracy of his country. He was thercac.
cused of mtroducing hcresx and doctrincy
subversive of the established religion.  He
received scnience of death. Afier having
drank the hemlock, he began a mcmo:abm
discourse with his fiiends mon the Immorts!-
ity of the soul, and state of rewards, and -
ishments. His remarks upon ihat state,
into which he was so soon to enter, were ne-
culiarly serious, solemn and aficcting. A
friend came to ask him, how he wanted to
dispose of his remains. Even the calm and
dispassionate Socrates was offended.  He re-
sented a question, which impiied that he
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must have some regard ftor that pact of him-
sclf, which was not immortal.

His illustricus disciple Plato, notwithstaid-
1ing the melancholy exit ¢f his muster, entercd
tpon the same carcer. He collected what-
«ver his predecessor had Jeft, he enlarced his
svstem, and brought it to as much pcrfu-
tion, uas perhaps, the light of nature alone
voould admit.  Intic dialogue of Phedo he
adduces the several arguments, which nature
and reason suggested, for immortalice. This
he proves particularly, from the spirituality,
and indivisibility of the soul ; from its innate
love of virtue, from the spiritnality of its cone-.
ceptions ; and from our presentiments of im-
mortality, In short all the natural argu-
ments, that go to establish this great, and aw-
ful truth, are urged witha sublimity, vehe-
mence and force, worthy of se cicvated a sub-
ject.  So majestic and forceful was his lan-
cuage, that it was said by the anciciits, had
the gods cver condescended to  converse
with men, they would have cdopted the lan-
guage of Plato.

The followers of Zeno admitted thic spirit-
ual nature of the soul, and its existence ina
scparate state, the only things which are dif-
ficult to imagine, but denied its cternal ex-
istence.

‘“ Cicero, the celebrated orator, and philo-
sopher of Rome was of the Academic school..
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rle defended all the great points of morality
and religion, which his predecessors had ad-
vanced. The being of a God; a provi-
dence ; the l'mnortahtv of the soul; a futurc
state of rewards and pumshments s and the
cternal difterence between good and ill.
With regar d to these doctrines he has large-
Iy, and clearly declared his mind in many
parts of his vrrtings.  He maintoined, that
there was one God or Supreme Bemg ;
incorporeal, eternal, selfexistent, who created
the world by his power, «nd sustained it by
his providence. 'This he inferred from the
consent of nations ; the arder and beautv of
the heavenly bodics; the evident marks of
counsel, wisdom. and a fitness to certain
ends observable in ti:e whole, and in every
part of the visible world, and declares him to
be unworthy the name of man, who can be-
lieve all this to have been made by chance,
whea with the utmost stretch of human wis-
dom we cannot penetrate the depth of that
counsel which contrived it.

¢ He believed also a divine pr ondence
constantly presiding over the whole system,
and extending its care to all the principal
members of it, with a peculiar attention to
the acticne and conduct of men ; but leaving
the minute and inferior parts to the course of
general laws, This he collected from the
nature and attributes of the Deity ; his oma
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ni-cience, omntpreseree and wifisite good-
ness 5 that could never negleet or desert what
he had once pr(‘»du(’crl mto being ; und de-
clares, taat vithout this bch(f, tuere could
e no such 131;;13 1 picty or raggion in the
world.

“ 1 firm!v held the mmmortahity of the
SOl wd 18 s parate ex istence aiter death in
astate of happiness or misery.  This he -
ferred from the ardent thirst of immor tality,
which was always most conspxcuous in the
best and most exalted minds ; from which
the trucst specimen of thelr nature niust be
dravwn ; {rom its unmixed ana indivisible ¢s-
sence, which had nothing separable or perish-
able in it ; from its wondcrful powers and
faculties 5 its principle of self motion ; its
iemory, ivention, mqenu'tv (,omprehf‘n-
sion, w h1C11 werc all incompatible with slug-
g1sh matter.,

““ The Stoics fancied that the soul was a
subtilized, fierv substance, which survived
the body after death, and subsisted through
an immense period of time, yct not cternaily ;
but was to perbh at last in the gencral con-
flagration.  In which they allow Ld as Cicuro
obsers ‘Cs, the only thing that was hard to con-
ceive, its scparate cxistence {rom the body ;
vet demf d what was not only ¢asy to imagine,
but a conscquence of the otlxu, its cternal
duration.
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« Aristotle taught. that beside the four el
ements of the material world, whence all oth-
er things were supposcd to draw their being,
there was a fifth essence, or nature, peculia
to God, and the soul, which had nodung In
it that was common to any of the rest.  T'his
cpinton Cicero [ollowed and illustrated with
lus usual perspicuity 1n the following pas-
sage.

< The origin of the human soul is not to
be fovad any where on carth ; there 1s neth-
ing muxed, concrete, or eartbly mat.  Noth-
m'“ oi water, air, or fire. For these natives
arc not susceptible of memory, in telligence,
or thought ; have nothing that can retain the
past, fuu.‘:(:‘,\ the faa,x.., or lav hold of the
present 3 which faculties are rmclv divine,
‘md could not possibly be derived to man,

cxcept from God.  The nature of the soul,
therefore, 1s of 2 singular kind ; distinet iom
these known and obvious natures ; #nd what-
cver it be that foels ond tastes, that lives and
moves i us, it must Le hC;Lv(T:'—:{ cnd divine,
and for that reason cternsl. Nai1s God in-
deed himself, whesc erisiunce we clearly dis-
ccver to be com ,)1\1 craed by usin ﬂm ‘other
manner, than as « fice tnd puve mind, clear
irom ah mortal LOl*fldifn; chzcrving and
moving all things, and m».»a(d witih an cler-
nal principle of “solf motien. Of this kind,
and of the same nature 15 tl,c huiian soul.
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As ta a future stote of rewards and pun.
isnments, he considered it as a consceguoncg
oi the scul’s immortenty 3 deducithic from
'3 ~attiibutes of God, ae! the eondmon of

wen on earth ; hie consiaered this so hisidy
probabie, that wes, umld not entertain a doult
of it In T‘us opinion he {ellowed Socrates
and Plato, foe whose judegment he lmu_‘«,)-d
<o great a reverence, that1fthey had given nsg
roasens, where vet mw have given many, he
sh -aid have been persuaded, he says, by e
~oic authority.  Socrates, thc:dorf‘, 25 he
tells us, declared in his diing specety, thas
tacre were two ways appointed {or eman
souls at their du)mtuu, from the Lody s thot
those who had been mmmerscd 1 sensual
pleasures and lusts, and had poiuted them-
schves with private viees, or public crimes
agrainst their country, teok an obseure und de-
vicus road, remote froin the seat and assem-
bly of the Geds; whilst those who had pre-
served  their integrity, and iccerved littie cr
no contagion from | the body from which they
had constantly .Lstl.?.ctcd themselves. and in
the Dodies of men imtated the liic f the
Geds, had an easy ascent Iving opcu belfore
thcm to those bods from whom they derived
their being.”  In short with the exception
of the athcistical Epicurus and the Sceptics,

the doctrine was generally admitted by all
H '
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the witer, more virtuous ond fnhuhtcl.Ld
heathens, i the ¢ cun of 1<rhtcoumess"'

wrose. andl brought ¢ liie and lmmoruht) 10
aghe.”

CHAP. VIL

Moral digumenis for a Future Life, from
the Power rfC’mzorzc.cc’

The deviis alio belicve and tremble. St. Fawmc..

WE derive a strong argument for future
life frem the power of conscience. Some
contend, that conscience is an acquired prin-
ciple ; the child of national custom of pre-
concetved noticns, and of eduecation.  As
nonc dispute, that an action is morally right
cr wrong, because itis so estimated in a cer-
tain place—those who entertain this opinicn
of censcience will not feel themscelves bound
to obey its dictates. They will rise above
these confined prejudices, and will ““walk 1n
the wav of their own heart, and the right of
their own eves.”  But we imagine, 1t is self-
«vident that there are certain common notions
respecting right and wrong, cntertained by
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Arankind ; that there v within us somce
canate, orieinal and immutable principle, tne
purpe cual adxo ate for virtae, and cremy o
vice.

Thus, 1f we hear certara persons loud in
assurting that corain actions are nnocent,
and that the \owc within us, which clamors
ag.iinst ther, 1s the consequenee of projudice
W 1(1 L(hlut*l()n, could we -t the same time he
certain, that they iclt as much compunction
o1 tac CO‘]IHNSblUﬂ of citme as we d(), 1t
would teach us that they d:d not believe them -
selves. That this isalwaye the fact, the cun-
did and honest among them will acknowi-
edge. When we hear the youth boasting <t
ha /ing cured his fears of darkness, yhantoms
and ghosts, and yet {ind him fearful to travel
alone in the night, we have ground to believe,
thet he clims more courage than is really his
due ; that the ﬁl’at behef is still iurking in the
recesses of his heg

No ec.uacation w 111 ever satisfy a man’s
own mind, that treacherous murder, with
malice aforet‘lought 1s an indifferent action.
Indeed, every man who attends to his own
feelings, will find a principle within him, co-
existent with his reason, unextmg;mshed and
unextinguishable, the cternal friend of virtue,
and enemy of vice. Now, whence has con-
science this force ! It wiil be our attempt to
shew, that it derives it frem that instinetive
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scnse of future iife, and future retribution,

wwhich God has interwoven deep in every
thrcad of our censtitution, so deep that it
still lurks in the bosom cven of the sceptic
himself. This natural horror at crime can-
not be the consequence of strong impressions,
that vice will be punished in this life. We
sce vice, perhaps, as often flourishing, as
goodness. The full discrimination between
virtue and vice is not made in this life. This.
has heen a fact of common observation. If
this life ke the whole of our existence, and
if there be not a discrimination between vir-
tue and vice here, why this internal alarm at
auiet 7 An alarm, which nc scepticism can
quiet, which no infidelity can extinguish,
which no guilty miscreant can erase {rom his
mind ! Wine, it is true, for a while may
drown it. Deep and radical pollution, and
long repeated crime may ‘¢ sear” it, and ren.

der &t callous and insensible. Dissipation,

noise and madness may ring louder than its
¢ still small voice,” and for a while cause it
to be disregarded. Sophistry and infidelity
may blant its force, and the secrct wish, that
the object of its fears may not be true,may
almost induce the belief that it 1s not.  Still
the principle within ¢ is not dead, but sleep-
eth.” From time to time it awakens, like a
ciant, stronger from its slumbers. The calm
15 deceitful, and forcbodes a storm. It still
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rises above cvery welght thrown upon T,
witha view toweigh it down.  Anditwounds
the infidel, even whilc he pretends to disre-
gard 1t. _
Now let us suppose an infidel honest, and
virtuous, except his infidelity, if it be a sup-
posable case ; let him think, that he firmiy
disbeiieves the doctrine of immortality, let
us suppose this man ina sallv of rage has
murdered his neighbor; a man useless, un-
connected, and 'mmoral ; a nuisance to so-
ciety, and in opinion of all of no value to him-
self, or mankind. When the actis com-
mitted, when he meditates upon 1t, will his
infidelity quiet his fears ! Will not the blocd
of the slain ‘“ cry against him from the
aground !”” now whence this fear. He has
not injured society. He has not injurcd the
man. . He has only consigned him to aunihila-
tion a few days beforc he would have gonc in
the ordinary course of nature.. He wili not
be punished in this life, for he will not be
detected, and brought before a human tribu-
nal ; and God does not punish crimes i this
te.  He will not be amenable to him in n
another life ; for he disbelieves the fact.  Up-
on his own scheme, we can conceive 1o POs-
sible cause for alarm or compunction ; we can
assign no reason, why the reflection of the
nurder should discompose his niind i the .
smallest degree. Yet who will donbt i

B %
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his sleeping and waking dreams will be haunt.
ed by terror and despair. Could we for
moment ascertain his feelings, we should
find, that although he was fearless of human
detection, yet that his whole soul trembled
with the fear of being continued in being af-
ter death, and bcmrr..x Taigned before the au-
gust, awful and enhghtened tribunal of his
(xod.

Why should a man have fear, cxcept from
some explicit or latent apprchension of future
suflering ?

If the triumph of virtue over vice in this
life do not appear, and if there were no life
after this, what rational fear of crime can
there be, except that of human detection ?
Let the sceptic answer the question. Let
him ask his heart, 1f he can cemmit a great
and atrocious crime, and not feel a fear sepa-

rate from that of human punishment ? If he
reply that he should, we would further ask,
to what apprehcnded danger or suffering,
this fear looked, as its object 7 We plesume
no othcr answer can be given, than some la-
{ent apprehension, or dread of a {uturelife,
and a day of retribution.

Thus it appears, that the hopes and fears
of future life extend to all those uctions,
which are beyond the inspection of mankind.
Thus it also {ollows, that there can be no mo-
1ives to deter from all those crimmes, which the
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perpetrators are tcmptul to pre actice in teeret,
hut those who look to etermity.  Admitting
then, that our doctrine were false, and that
scepticism had made the discovery, what a
wretch would he be, who would enlighten
mankind, and snatch away every motive, that
can deter from secret crime ! \What a moa-
ster would he be, who would rob the poor,
the wretched, the honest and the good of
cvery hope, that can sweeten the cup of bat-
terness, alleviate the miseries of life,and blunt
the sting of death !

Infidelity carries so many proofs with it of
its ruinous tendency to individual happmess,
and to society, and that annihilation is the
vision rather of its wishes and hopes. than of
1ts belief, that one would think it would be a
creed for none but thc infamous and aban-
doned, to whom annihilation would be an ob-
vious blessing. And thus it appears, that
cvery human being. who feels the power of
consciznce within lnm, has in thata standmg
proof of some instinctive apprehension of im-
mortality.

‘The incupacity of any”earthly happiness to
satisfy the wishes of the mind, s also another
proof, that we were formed for somcething
which the present sceite cannot supply. The
arguments from this head cannot b Detter
given, than in the dignified and awful strains
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of-him, whose thoughts were all upon the life
(0 come.

*¢ Who reads his bosom, reads immortal life ;
@t nature there imposing ou her sons,
Has written fables, and made man a lie.
Why discontent forever harbor’d there ?
Incurable consumpticn of our peace !

‘¢ Resolve me, why the cottager and king ;
He whom sea sever’d realins obey ; and he
Who steals his whole dominion from the waste,
Repelling winter’s blast with mud and straw,
Disquieted alike, draw sigh for sigh ;

In fate so distant ; in complaint so near. -

¢ Is it, that things terrestrial can’t content ?
Deep in rich pastures will thy flocks complain 7
Not so ; but to their naster is denied
To share their sweet serene. Man ill at ease,
In this, not his own home ; this foreign field ;
Poor in abundance ; famish’d at a feast ;
Sighs on for something more, when mest enjoy’d.
Is heav’n then kinder to thy flocks than thee ?
Not so—Thy pasture r.cher, though remote.
In part reniote, for that remoter part
Man bleats from instinct. Tho’ perhaps debauch’d
Bv sense, his reason sleeps, nor dreams the cause.
The cause how obvious, when reason wakes !
His grief is but his grandeur in disguise ;
And discontent is immor*-'ity.”

We commence Iife with weeping. Amidst -
fluctuating scenes of vanity ve go on from
hape to hope ; and from Jisappomtment to
disappointment.  fiach coming good we
fancy will fill the void, we feel within us.
But as soon, as we have it In possession, we
find the delusion, find the disappointment,
find that we have not obtained the necessary
good ; and that we must still lock forward
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for something more.  We have a void with-
in us then, which nothing earthly can fill :
And it proves that there is some where a
oratiication, adequate and complete ; or
man is the only being 1n the world, that
does not feel, and 1s not destined to fecl a

happiness suited to his nature.

o

CHAP. VIIL

1va7 E shall, in continuation of this subject,
continue our extracts from the veneruble Dr.
Young ; and exhibit in one vicw most of his
arguments for the immortality of the soul,
contained in his ¢ Night Thoughts.” In
them the reader will find united depth of
thought, Jogical precision, and ull the charms
of poetry.

‘¢ Nature, thy daughter, ever changing tirth
Of thee, the crer: immutable o man
Speaks wisdom: ; i3 his oracle sipreme.
And he, who most consults heris mast wise,
Lorenzo, to this heavenly Delphos haste ;
And come back all immortal ; all divine.
Lock nature through, “tis revolution all.
All change ; no death. Day follows night, and njghts
‘The dying day ; stars rise, and set, and nise,
Earth takes tlic example. Sce, the cummer gay
With her green chaplets, and ambrosia! lowr's,
Droops into autumn ; winter gray,
Horrid with frost, and turbulent with storm,
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Blows autumn and his golden fruits away.

Then melts into the spring, soft spring with breath
Favonian, from warm chambers of the south
Recals the first. All to reflourish fades ;

As in a wheel, all sinks to reascend.

Emblens of man, who passes, not expires.

‘¢ With this minute distinction, emblems just,
Nature revolves, but man advances ; both
Eternal, that a circle. This a line.

That gravitates, this soars. Th? aspiring soul
Ardent and tremulous, like flame ascends ;

Zeal and humility her wings to heaven

The world of matter, with its various forms

All dies into new life. Life born for death
Rolls the vast mass, and shall forever roll,

No single atom once 1n being, lost

With change of counsel, charges the most high.*®

¢¢ What hence infers Lorenzo ? Can it be
Matter immortal ? And shall spirit die ?
Above the nobler, shall less noble ris= ?
Shall man alone, for whom all else revives,
No resurrection know ? Shall man alone,
Imperial man ! be sown in barren ground,
Less priveleg’d than grain, on which he feeds ?
Is man in whom alone is power te prize
‘The bliss of being, or with previous pain,
Deplore its period, by the spleen of faie
Severely doom’d deaths single unredeem’d ?

‘¢ If natures revolution speak aloud, .
In her gradation hear her-louder still.
Look nature through ; it is gradation all.
By what minute degrees her scale ascends ?
Each middle nature join’d, at each extreme
To that above it join’d, to that beneath.
Parts into parts reciprocally shot,

* The poet urges a strong argument for immortality. All the
ehanges, that take place in the material world, only pmduce new
modifications in the modes, or forms of the things, which they
affect. Nothing islost. The thing, which disappears in oneshape,
reappears in another, without losing its identity. “And snall the
substance, whateverit be, which supportsthoughiand consciousnets,
ke alone annrhifated ?



Natural, Moral and Religious. 91

Abhor divorce ; what iove of union 1eigns >

Here dormant matter waits a call to lite.

Half lite—half death, join there ; herelifeand sene;
There sense from reasen steals a ghimmering ray,
Reason shines out 1n man. But how preserv’d*
The chain unbroken upward, to the realins

Of incorporeal Life ¢ 'l hose realiis of bliss,

W here death hath nodominion—Grant a muke
Half mortai, half iimmmortal ; earthly part;

And part etherial. —Grant the soul of man
Eterna! ; orin maa the series ends.

Wide yawns the gap ; connexion is no more ;
Check reason halts 5 her next step wants support ;
Striving to cli.nb, she trembles from her scheme,
A scheme, analogy proacunc’d sv irue;

Analogy, man’s surcst guide beiow,

‘¢ Reason's progressive ; instinct is compl-te ;
Swiftinstinct ieaps ; slow reason feed!y climbs,
Brutes soun their zenith reach ; their littie a!
Flows in at once ; 11 ages they no more
Couid know, or do, cor covet, or enjoy.

W asman to live coeval with the sun,
1 he patriarch pupil would be iearning still.
Yet dying leave his lesson half unlearnt.

® The argument is here carried to its proper length. It kas been
said, that the vegeteble and 2rimal kingdoms run into each other,
by those who imagine 2.imal life mzy result from a certain con-
figuration of particles of matter.  But much as ue gradation here
mentioned may seern te take place, there isan everlastinyg boundaz-
Ty between animaticr. and inanimation.  And when it is said, that
the animil and vegetalle kingdoms run into each other, and that
thore are substances w hich betorg partly to both, and whoily 1o
nziiler, we  bould understand. trat it 1s only owiryg to our inca.
pacity to <iscern the inimite disitucton.  An annnal, however
minute its portion of sensibility, muzt be capable »f {laasure and
pain.  The vegetzble is infinitely removed from this.  The sensi-
tive plant may retire fiom the touch, and so may a svlcuium ¢f
ice, but neither feel the clause thet makes them rutne lie fodian
mandrake may resemble the baman torm | but it et are roced
o the graound. It neither perccives normoves,  Theie is o« rrace
diffrence betwceen the barnzele. that adheqes 19 a rock, ond the
piant, that seems to approach ncarest to aniiual life, as betweer (:;
latter ard a man.
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“ His imimortality alene can sclve
That darkest of enigia’s, hunian hope.
Of all the darkest, if at death we die.
Man’s heart thie Almighry to the future sets
By secrets, and inviolable springs ;
And makes his hope his sublunous joy.

¢¢ Since virtue's recompense is doubtful here,
1f man dies wholly, well may we demeond
Why he is suffer’d to be good in vain ?
Why to be good in vain 1s man enjoin’d ?
Why to be good in vain is man betray’d ?
Betray’d by traitors, lodg’d in his cwn breast,
By sweet comgplacencies from virtue felt.
Why whispers nature lies on virtue's past ?
Or if blind instinct, which assumes the name
Of sacred conscience, plays the focl in man,
W hy reason made accomplice in the cheat ?
Why are the wisest loudest inher praise ?
‘Can man by reason’s beam be led astray ?
Cr at his peril, imitate his God ?
Since virtue sometimes ruins us on earth,
'Or both are true ; or man survives the grave,

¢ Or man survives the grave, or, Lorenzo, own
Thy boast supreme, a wild absurdity.
Dauntless thy spirit. cowards are thy scorn,
Grant pran immortal, and thy scorn s just,
The man immortal, rationally brave,
Dares rush on death, because he cannot die.
But, it man loses all, when life is lost,
He lives a conard, ora fool expires,
A daring infidel, and such there are
Y'rom pride, example, lucre, rage 1¢evengz,
Or pure, heroical defect of thought,
Of all earth’s madmen most deserves a chain.

¢« When to the grave we follow the renown’d
For valor, virtue, science, all we love,
And all we praise ; for worth, whose noontide beam
Enobling us to think in higlier stile,
Mends our ideas of etherial powers,
Dream we, that lustre of the moral world
G ves cut in death, lost in eternal sieep ¢
Why was he wise to know, and warm to praise,
And strenuous to transcribe in human life
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The mind Almighty ? Could it be that fate,
Just when the lineaments began to shine ;

And dawn the Deity. should snatch the draught,
With night eternal, blot it our, and give

‘The skies alarm, Jest angels too might die.

‘“ The witnesses are heard, the cause 1s o'er ;
I ct conscience file the sentence in her court.
Deurer, than deeds, that half & realm convey ;
‘I'hus seal’d by truli the authentic record run-.

““ Know all ; know infidels, unapt to know,
*T:~ immortality your nature solves ;
>Tis immortality decyphers man,
And opens all the mysteries of his make.
Without it, half his instincts are a riddle ;
Without it, all his virtues are a dream.
His very crimes attest his dignity ;
His sateiess thirst of pleasure, gold, and fame,
Declares him born for blessings infinite ;
What less than infinite, makes anabsurd,
Pussions, which all on earth but more inflame, ?
Fierce passions, so mismeasared to this scene
Stretch’d out, like eagles wings beyond our nest,
FFar, far beyond the worth of all below,
For earth too large, presage a nobler flight,
And evidence our title to the skies.

‘¢ Heaven is ali love ; all joy in giving joy ;
It never had created, but to bless.
And shall it then strike off the list of iife
A being blest, or worthy to be so?
Heav’n starts at an annihilating God ! !

00
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CHAP. IX.
“roofs of Imuiioriality from Revelation.

\We have also a more stre wora of prophecy,

weil, that ye take nzed, 25 to a light shinsg in a daik place. untit

the day dawn, wnd the uey dar arise in your hearts, S8 Leter.

whereurnto ye do

“ e Chrictran adwel s, dine Unicly in the sun.”

l H-l nroceding proofs are drawn from un-
assisted reason. . With infidelity and scepti-
cism, they may have their just weight. They
mav be convicced, that there is ground 10
believe, that t.. present system is imperfecet ;
that this life has an evident and marked ref

crenee to something which is to come.  E-
en the Cheistien, we hope, will not deem
hat time mispent, which is past in collating
ihe joint evidence of natural and revealed ce-
ligion. I{ he iind, that the greatest doctiine
of Cliristianits, a doctrme, on which the whole
fubric of morlity and rehgion rest ; a doc-
trine the moest mteresting and awlul that can
arrest he human "“u:mmn 1s conscnant to
reuson, as well as revealed m the seripturcs,
it iy renew his faith, and iavigoerute his
hopc.
In our epinicn, it hus been of incalculabie
113} t.r*' to the causc of religror and truth, that

Our icf has been held up to view not only
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as above reason, but alimost contrary to it—
that faith must often triumph over 1. Whe
does a Christian believe e se 1 u tores 2
When he first takes the volume m s 1‘:;".11-\1
has he any more evigeace i 1t s the rosul
of diviue taspiration, than anv othver book,
which purports to be the word of G 1 Ha,
he internil proof in his mind, thet the vol-
ume is really what it purports to he I Doces
not his enlightened reason convince him, that
it 1s attended with evidence strong and con.
clusive, clear and convincing, X powerful
and authoritative” in the awtul mujesty of
truth

Has it not cxternal evidence reluctantly
oiven even by its enemies ! Even its most
1nveteratc enemy was obliged to admit the
miracles of our Savior, but unwilling to al-
low the divinity of his mission, he attributes
them to the power of magic. Has it not in-
ternal cvidence from the general accordance
of 1ts numerous Writcrs, though often iliite-
rate, though in various countrics and ages of
the w orld And even firom the 1mm.1tu 1al
discordancics of differeat w I‘it€!"3, while re-
lating the same iransactions, in the different
lrrhts 11 which they appeared to them ? Dis-
cordancies like these, had it Leen the result
of ““ art and man’s de\ ice,”” would have Leen
rigidly suppressed. Its mor ality also 1s dig-
nitied and pure ; and its tendency to make

~—t
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mankind useful and respectzble here, and su.-
premely happy in an immortality of unchang-
ing felicity.  Its prophecies also are perpet-
ually fulfilling. Thus, then, we take our
religion uson the ground of reason, evidence
and truth.  Why then should that reason,
which induces us to believe the Scriptures,
ve thrown away after we have admitted them
as the rule of our faith and practise. Does
revelation supersede the necessity of the ex-
ercise of rcason ¢ If religion be not a reason-
able thing, why then believe 1t 7 And if it
be, why may we not admit reason, as the
handmaid of faith 7 Why must it be extin-
cguished, like the brother of a Sultan, lest it
should rebel and attempt usurpation of au-
thority ?

It may then be a pleasing reflection to the
pious and enlightened Christian, that the doc-
trine, on which rests all his hopes, 1s cor-
roborated by the united testimony of reason
and faith. Life and immortality are not-
withstanding brought to light in the gospel.

Reason may penetrate through the deep
and awful gloom, which invelopes the grave ;
and may catch a glimpse of the scene beyond.
But its clearest discoveries go no further than
to convince us of the simple fact of future
life, leaving the mode and circumstances of
existence, to immortal serious things, entire-
Iv in the dark. It remained for Jesus Christ
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from heaven to change this gimmcring and
uncertain twilight, to the full aid menidian
ligh of assurance and coinvietion. Reuson
may teach us, that the desizos oif Gad with
respect to his creature mm, cie not complet-
cd in the present life. Ity convinee us,
that the soul 1s 1n its nature indisceptible and
immortal.  Analozy may point us to the
ocneral resurrection, that prevails through

creation, and assure us, that there 1s no rea-
son to believe, that man will be an exception.
But it leaves us entirely in doubt whether this
lite. will clese the history of our changes;
whether we sare not destined to pass through
other scencs of probation as paintul and try-
Ing, as the present. It leaves usin doubt
whether continuation of being will continue,
or terminate human miscry. From rev elation
alone we learn the solemn truth, that this lifc
1s the end of our probationary character ; that
i the next we shall commence an existence,
which shall only change from glory to glory,
if we render immor -.ullt) a blesnnw; ; und it
teaches us, what God requires of miun in or-
der to his obtaining eternal felicity.

Though the dispensation of the Jcws relat.
ed principally to temporal reward and punish-
ment, yvetis not, as some have said, destitute
of intimations, which prcsuppose our ini-
mortaiity. It had a manifest regard to a
broader, and more perfect dispensation to

s )
T -~
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come. Seldom therefore in the Oldtesta.
ment do we find mention made of another
lifc. Yet 1t contains explicit declarations
upon the subject.

In the most touching, solemn and affecting
images, Job brings the event of death to view.
He meditates ¢ much, and often ” upon the
hour, which shall close earthly projects and
plans, which shall terminate human expec-
tations, and extinguish human hopes and af-
fections ; till at length the rational, and strong
consolation of suffering merit brings comfort
to his soul. He declares his certainty of im-
mortality. ‘“ And, though after my skin,
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
[ see God ; whom1 shall see for myself ;
und mine own eye shall behold him, and not
another. The dust shall return to the earth,
as it was, and the spirit shall return unto
God, who gave it.”” A passage in Job in-
timates also, that the inquiry was common in
those days. ¢ If a man die, shall he live a-
gain.””  ‘ And many of them, that sleep in
cheir graves, shall awake, some to the resur-
recion of life, and some to shame, and
everlasting contempt.” ¢ Thy dead men
shall live with my dead men.” ¢ After two
days he will revive us. In the third day,
he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight.”” These are afew of the direct asser-
tions of that part of the seriptures. which has
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becn suid to be entirely destitute of any in-
<inuation, that the doctrinc was then believ-
ed. In figurative allusions, in sundry forms,
2ad diverse manners the gieat truth is held
up to view.

But when we turn to that part of the scrip-
tures, in which life and immortality are pe-
culiarly brought to light, we are at oncc
struck with the splendor of that full and
strong light, which the gospel has thrown
upon “the subject. He, whose thoughts arc
seriously on the life to come, whose hopc is
immortality, will learn the full value of the
cospel. He will be sensible, that there wasa
cause sufficicnt for the advent of Jesus Christ,
had it been ouly to announce the single truth
contained in the following dec‘lamtlon :
““ Maivel not at this ; for the hour is comzng
in the which all, that are in the grazve, shall
hear his < aozce, and came fortfh ; they that have
done good to the resurrection of lzje, and they
that have done evil to the resurrection of dam-
nation.” A sentence so full of weight not
only with respect to the fact, but also to the
requisitions of God, in order that we obtain
cternal life, that one would think, sectarians
would leave their narrow crecds, and their
trifling quibbles, and if they have talent and
zeal, exert them both in the cause of our in-
estimable and common Christianity, which is
our charter of immortality-.
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To cite ¢very declaration of the truth of
our doctrine, would be almost to transcribe
the gospel. Almost cvery text opens a vista
through the darkness of the * shadow of
death, > which leuds the prospect to an eter-
nal sccne.  LKvery thing is spoken of, as bear-
Ing a serlous and important reiation to etern:-
ty. Human character and conduct 1s treated
not «s relating to human praise or censure,
not as calculated to ensure temporal prosper-
ity or adversity, but all, as relating to a com-
ing life. Earthly prospects and pursuits are
considered the de'usions of a moment. For,

i1 the language of the Apostle, ¢ what is
our life ? It is even a vapor which appeareth

but for a lttle while, and then vanisheth
away.”” Few of the ends of human pursuit
are commensurate even with life.  We are
iike rivers, which start up just on the verge
of the sea, and roll down to the ocean.—
'T'he occan of cternity !

Our true end 1s ¢ glory, honor and immoy-
talitv.””  And the most uninformed Christ-
jan sits beside the bed of his dying friend,
and speaks with precision and assurance of
another life. He comforts him with the
prospect of that world, where sorrow, and
pain, and death are equahy unknown, and
where happiness is endless and perfect ; on
vihose shores {riends meet again—recom-
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meuce more pure and perfect attachments,
and part no more. |

We shall here quotc some of those pas-
sages in which our doctrine is asserted in
the Newtestament. ¢ I am the resurrcction
and the life ; he that believeth in me, though
e were dead, vet shall he live, and whoso-
cver liveth, and believeth in nie, shall never
die.”” ¢ Thou shalt be recompenscd at the
resurrection of the just.”—*¢ And as he rea-
soned of righteousness, temperance and judg-
ment to come, Felix trembled.”” * Why
should it be thought a thing incredible with
God to raise the dead 2 ‘¢ Now is Christ
raised from the dead, and become the first
fruits of them that slept.”

““ For since by man came death, by man
also came the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Yor he must reign, till he hath put all things
under his feet.—The last enemy, that shall
be destroyed is death : Else, what shall they
do, which are baptized for the death ? If the
dead rise not at all,”

‘“ But some will say, how are the dead
raised, and with what body do they come ?
Thou fool ! that which thou sowest is not
quickened except it die. But God giveth it
a body, as it hath pleascd him. And to
every seed his own body. Behold I show
you a mystery. Woe shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed in a moment, in the
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twinkling of an eve at the last trump. For
the trumpet shall sound, and we shall be rais-
ed incarruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion, «wnd this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptibie shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put
on immortulity, then shall be brought to pass
the say mg, that 1s written death 1s swallowed
up invictory. Odeath!w here is thy sting ?
O grave ! where is thy victory ?
¢ Knowing that he, who raised up the Lord
Jesus shall raise up us alsoby Jesus. For

¢ look not at tac: things, which are seen,
and temporal, but at the things, which are
not scen ; for the things, which are seen, are
temporal ; but the things, which are not seen,
are eternal.  For we know, that if our carth-
ly house cf this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a Dbuilding of God, a house not made
with haads, eternal in the heavens.”

‘“ For we that are in this tabernacle, do
groan, being burthened, not for that we
would be und( thed, but, clothed upon; that
mortality might be swallowed up of life.”

¢ But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning those, which are asleep ;
that ye sorrow not ever as others, who are
without hope. For if we believe, that Jesus
died, and rose again; even $0 them also,
uhlm sleep in Jesus will God bring with
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him. For we say unto you ov the svord of
(- od, that we, w ho are alive, and vemain unto
the coming of the Lor d, shall not prevent
thcem, which are asleep. I'or the Lord him-
s If shall descend {rom hcaven with a shout,
with the voice of the urchangel, end the trump
of God ; and the dead 1 Christ shaii rise
first.  Thenwe, which are alive, and remain,
shall be caught up together with than in tlu
clouds, and so shall we be ever with the Lord.”?

The closing book of the scriptures, is full
of the same dignified, solemn and awiul
theme. The dead ¢ smali and great,”” stand
icfore God.  The muterial world 1s gone.
‘The hopes of infidcity, and the sophisty and
delusion of smare blotted out toge tuLT. 'T'he
heavens are rolled together, as a scroil.—
The great globe 1tsclf, dissolved.  'The
voice from hf aven modam s, ¢“ blessed are
the dead, who dic in the L(;rd. IEven so
saith the spirit, for they rest irom their la-
bors, and tl*eu works do fullow them.”

Immortal life, eternal ruln—an eternal
scene, cxistence interminabic arve the burden
of the gospel. And to ciie the Lassages,
which cither directly or implicitdy assert the
doctrine, would be to transcribe the Newtes.-
tament. Thus time and nature, reason and
reveiztion, point to the life to come.

T'he scriptures awe sericus in a serious

:’-.;‘1;7 Y

e, Jtis their object to state momen-
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tous and awful truth. The fact itself of fu-
ture life, they assert in the most direct and
explicit terms.  But the modes cnd circum-
stances are in general still behiad the veil.
Impertinent curiosity 1s foolish, if not sinful.
It has already cost us enough. Heaven there-
fore has seen fit to wrap in inscrutable mys.-
tery, every thing which is not immediately
useful, or interesting for us to know. And
if men will not incline to virtue and religion,
from the weight of motive now before their
minds, neither would they, ¢ though one rose
from the dead.”

Great and astonishing, no doubt, will be
the transition at death. Mortals would do
well to premeditate the day ; when disrobed
from the body, the soul shall venture upor a
dark and unknown shore. Here the material
world 1s seen no more. Visions, which in
this life to the most abstracted mind appear
like the imperfect images of a dream, will
now appear 1n broad and full dimension, great
realities. Thus the poet—

Thou must expire my soul, ordain’d to range
Through unexperienced scenes, and mysteries strange.
Amazing state ! no wonder that we dread

To muse on death, to dwell among the dead.

Death's black retinue sorely strikes the mind ;
Sickness and pain before, and darkness all behind.
Some courteous shade the secret then reveal ;

Tell us what you have felt, and we must feel,

You warn us of apyroaching death, and why

Wili you not teach us, what it is to die ?
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But having shot the gulph, ycu lcve to view
Succeeding spirits plung’d along, like you.

When dire disease shall cut, or age untie
The knot of life, and suffer us to die ;
When after some delay, some trembling strife,
The soul bangs quivering on the verge ot life.
With tear and hope she throbs, then sudden tries
Some strange hereafter, and some hidden skies.

But although ¢“ it doth not yet appear what
we shall be, yet is the resurrection of the
body clearly revealed in the scriptures, and
that the coming life shall be to the good, a pe-
riod of interminable felicity.  Here, after the
highest gratification, the mind i1s empty still.
T'here 1s a vaid in the heart, which cannot be
satisfied by any temparal felicity. The most
¢xpanded wishes of the soul shall have a full
gratification in heaven. There shall be noth-
ing to be wished but the continuation of that
happiness, which must be as unchanging, as
his character is, who gives it.

It has frecuently becn the elevated employ-
ment of great and pious minds, already in the
suburbs of that city, ¢ which hath fourda-
tions to give a scriptural view of the tappi-
ness, of which they were so soon to partake.
And amidst the disappointment, and vexa-
ticn, and noise, and bustle, and folly of the
vvorld, 1t 1s almost the only resource remain-
ing to the good, to anticipate their coming
joys. The anticipation will smooth the brow,
that earthly cares had discamposed. It w.iil

K
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sooth the heart, that was pained with disap-
pomtment and variety. It will give an equa-
nimity, whichwill ot be disturbed by ¢¢ aught
this scene can threaten, or indulge.”

It 1sa verv forcible argument for the heav-
enly origin of the scriptures, that they prom.-
ise a spmtual reward to the faithful after
death. An argument, which we think, has
been too much neglected. The scriptures
must be either of human or divine ongmal
Had they been the result of #“art and man’s
dence,” they would certainly nave betrayed
their origin, :n holding forth to their believer,
a reward similar in kind to what we c. *joy in
this world. Not another religion prevails
among mankind, which does not propose
sensual huppiness, as the reward of heaven.
And it would certainly strike the depraved
mind, which would invent a falschood and
imposc 1t upon the world, that the heaven of
Mahomet was infinitely more alluring, than
that of the Christian.  His happiness will be
altogether intellectual and spiritual.  To en-
joy 1t, his heart must be changed, and a dis-
relish must be contracted for sensual and
earthly pleasure. A reward iatinitely unlike
that, which would have occursed to the in-
vention of an rmpostor.

‘The happmess of heaven will probably
consist in the more immediate presence of
God, the most august, -amiable and awful of
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beings, and m the socicty of all the great and
u'ood spirits, which have collected here from
every province of his widely cxtended em-
pire, in the reunion of friends, and the re-
commencement of mo' - pure and constant
attachments ; in a moral resemblance of the
Deity, pery )etmlly grcwing more bright ;
and in the enlarged views, the ardent attach-

meats, and the clevated intellectual l)lC’b‘ res
of minds freed from cve ry stain of moral
pollution, purified and ¢ made white in the
blood of the Lamb,” and sensible tlat their
enjoyments will be. mcreasing with the in-
creasing ages of cternity.

‘“ The happiness of heaven is infinitely be-
yond our imperfect and earthly conceptions.
It 1s a happiness not only pcrtcct In degree
but perpetual in duration. Asitis a perfect
felicity, it must be the most refined zmd Spir-
itual. It must consist i the extension of
our knowledge, and the sublimation of our
love. Our understandings will be enlarged
and enlightened with a brighter display of the
divine perfectlons, with 2 clearer knowledge
of the divine works in the wonders of crea-
tion, of providence, of grace—while we shall’
stand on the pinnacle of ine universe, and
look abroad upon tiie immense theatre of the
Creator’s goodness—uhile united in the
Londs of indissotuble friendship, and glow-
g with the ardor ot scraphic love, we shall
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participate with the heav venly choir in swel-
l.mg the song of unceasing gratitude, adora-
tion and praise, to the eternal fountain and
author of happmess. At the same time,
while absorbed in this delightful employ-
ment, we shall insensibly grow into a resem-
blance of the Deity. VY "¢ shall see God,

and we shall be like” him. And can greater
happiness be conceived than to be like him,

who is the inexhaustible souree of fehcny
and perfection..

‘¢ Beside, in the presence of God there is
not only fulness of joy, but pleasures ever-
more. Indeed, without the addition of an
cternal duratlon, the sum of the heavenly fe-
licity must be deficient.

““ It would strike a damp on the joys of
the blessed, to think a time, however remote,
was fixed for the period of them. And the
more exalted their felicities w ere, this thought
would give proportionable pain.

““ Davine wisdom therefore hath so or-
dained, that while the false and empty de-
lights of this world are temporary and tran-
sient—the truer apd more substantial pleas-
ures of the other, should be permanent as
they are excellent—and that heavem should
not only be an excceding, but an eternal
weight of glory, to possess the mind with a

full and complete felicity.”
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But the most faithful and affecting picture
of future happiness, is drawn by the scrip-
qres. ¢ These are they, which come out
of great tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white 1n the blood
of the Lamb. Therefore are they bcfore
the throne of God, and serve him day and
night in his temple ; and he, that sitteth on
the throne, shall dwell in the midst of them.
‘They shall hunger no more, neither shall
they thirst ; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb, which
is in the midst of them, shall feed them,
and lead them to living fountains of waters ; -
and God shall wipe all tears. from their
eyes.”’ |

But the full extent of the heavenly felicity,
no thought can fathom, no finite mind com-
prehend. For ¢ eye hath not seen, ear hath’
not heard, nor can it enter the heart of man
© conceive” the full value of the joys of .
Heaven.
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CHAP. X.

** Bring torth your strong reasons.’’

Thr aggravated folly of infidelity and scep-
ticism, consists in mang their doubts of a
future hfe suthcient ground for an attempt to
disprove it, and for such a course of conduct,
as would be only reasonable, if they were
certain of annihilation at death. To be cer-
tain, that consciousness and thought perish
s&hh the body at death, somc persen, of
whose veracity we could not doubt, must
have Ietude from the dead, and made the
(Lbcm'exy. Thus the doctnm of immortal.
ity must be admitted before we can dis-
prove 1t.  We have no faculties, by which
we can penctrate bevond the grave, 50 as 10
ascertain that the Afrent is not still in Being.
Allowing infidelity “the most it can cLum.
1t has then r‘mhmw but probability m favor
of annihilation ut death.  And this proba-
bility maust be inferred cither from analogy,
or the nateral cffect of death.  But, as we
heve scen the whele analogy of nature,* as

¥ The foliowing lines are from the pen of the unfortunate 13-
I ip,ai.d enptiopriue to our SUQJCL[

Who shzil éisprove that hope ? Or who pretend
By subtle sophistry, that soul to reb

Of its main arctor. cholcest priviieze,

And noblest ¢ rnsolation, stecd fast {aith
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far os we are acquamted with it, is directly

i favor of immortality.

For as we cannot follow man beyond the
grave, and prove that death is his desuuc-
tion, so neither can we any other annmal,
Aad to follow any beyond the cvent,
would be to presuppose their surviving it.
Of this wlogy naturc is full.  As we know

In great futurity’s extended scene,

Eternity of being ! All things round

Arise in brightest proof. 1 see, and feel 1t .
Through all my faculties, through «ll my powers -
Pervading irresistible,  Fach groan

Lentfrom my sorrowing heart, cach scalding tear
From my convicted eyes. Each ferient prayer

By meek repentance ofler'd up to heaven

Asserts my immortality ; proclgims

A pardoaing Deity, aud future world. -

Nor less the thought, chill, com{ortless, abhotr'é .
Of loath’d annihilation. From the view
Humiliating, mean, unworthy man
Alinost unworthy reptiies, glad I tuem,
And triumph 1o existence.  Nay, each.ili,
And every mundane trouble preaches loud . .
‘The same imporiant truth. I read it fair,
And legibly cngravid on 2li velow.

So reason ures. while {air nature’s sclf

"~ At this swoet scasen® joyiuily throwp iu

Her attestation lovely 3 bids the sun

All bountcous pour ki: vivityiag light

o rouse, and waken from theu wintry death-

The vegetabie tribes.  Fresh {rom their graves

At his resistiess summons start they forth

A verdant resurrection.  In cach plant,

Each fiower, each tree to bloor:. iy ife 1estor’d,
1 trace the vicdge, the eatnest, and the tvpe
©f man’s revival 5 of his future 1ise
Apd vistory o'cr the grave,

L TN

-



- —————

112 Arguments,

nething about the substance, on which the
living powers depend, and as we can know
none of the effects of death, except the de-
composition of the body, so reason cannot
offer a grounded presumption, that death is .
the end of our being.

It could easily be proved that the slightest -
probability of future life, ought to induce all’
to the same train of thought, and the same
mode of conduct, as if it were demonstrably
certain.. For the sceptic: will not pretend, .
that the smallest injury could result to him, .
if the belief were the eouviction of his whole
soul ? But what will' be his condition in a-
nother life, should.h: take his doubts for
certainties,.should he reject this awful truth
upon other ground,:than that of conviction ? -
Should.tke issue prove his doctrine true, and
should he adopt a christran belief and practice, .
he will "gain a shield for his integrity ; he
will gain an asylum in trouble ; he will gain
a pleasing and useful delumon, which will
enable him to be cheerful and-happy inlife, .
useful and respectable in seciety ; and it will |
not fail him mn the awful hour of death. But
if the issue should find him wrong, and the
Chrisuan right, thenr is he indeed undone.
Thus, as noman can loose, froma belief in
the doctrine, and as no man can ever prove, .
that it cannot be true, and as the infidel will .
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ve undone, should he reject it without con-
viction, 1l 1t prove truc, therefore cvery man
= bound by cevery tie of mterest and pru-
dence to act, as 10 1t were tiue, to believe it
> be true, and to countenance and support
ihe belicfin others. |

Infidelity then has no claim to prudence
of calculation. It has nonc to depth of
thought, or abstraction of mind. Sceptics
of the present day, sometimes allege, that a
love of philosophy, a regard for demonstra-
t:on, and an clevation abovc the credulity,
and superstition of the vulgar, are their in-
ducements to their belief.  Why were not
Bovie, Bacon, Lecke, Addison, 5ohnson,
and a thousand other venemblc names, which
have been transmitted down, why were thev
not sceptics 2 Why did their regard for re-
ligion dl\\'d\'s proportion itsclf to their ad-
vancement i sclence :

There 1s perhaps no trait in the character
of infidels more insufferable, and disgusting,
than their affcctation of deep l'(,b(.dI‘Ch, and
profound sagacity. And the humble and p1
ous Christian,must sniiie to hear our witlings,
and smatterers, plumec themsclves upon their
reason and philosophy ? \When they remem-
ber, that Isaac Newton not only adorned the
1ehg10n of Jesus by hic deportment, but cven
defended it with his pen,

'
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But we shall be perhaps astonished to find
that the zllumination of these pretenders to
philosophy, is generally culy a mixture of
conceit, ignorance, positiveness, and the de-
sires of a heart contaminated with a deep,
deadly, and settled impurity, which can be
gratified with comfert ouly in the prospect of
annihilation.

Yet humble ana contemptible as are the
means, by which infidelity has been promul-
gated in our country, oine thing is too true,
that its ravages in the moral world are aw ful
and alarming. I'or now almost every wretch,
who has not talent, nor industry, nor res.-
nectability, nor honesty sufficient to enable
him to succeed in any other profession or
calling, immediately plunges into the foul
and poisonous gulph of deism, infidelity and
atheism, and soon emerges, like the serpent
in the spring, with a new and splendid garb,
a patriot, an infidel, and a philosopher ! !

They who are serlously interested in the
welfare of mankind, will deem any severities
authorizable, while we speak of that class of
people, whose uniform and assiduous task it
1s to rob mankind of all their hopes, and to
unfetter the wicked from all their fears. For
what would individuals, what would society
be, if the hopes and fears of future life, and
with them the love and fear of God were ob-
hiterated from gvery heart 2 Let us first con-
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sider the situation of the wretched and soli-
tary individual without Gad, and without
hope in the world.  He is perhaps poor, hor
cstand virtuous.  He is called by his destiny
to incessant toil, to misery, and obscurity ;
while he still regarded God, as his faithtul,
and unfaling friend ; swhile he still raised
to heaven an eye ra dlant with hope, while by
faith his views were beyond the grave, and
rested on a day when a complete and just
retribution should ‘¢ vindicate the ways of
God to man,”’ even in the midst of toil; pov-
ertv, obscurity and suffering, the anticipation
of coming joys soothed his heart, and made
‘him happy. Reverse the scene ; conceive
him bereft at once of all these ‘“ strong con-
solations,’” and what is he now ? He is a for-
saken, hopeless wretch. His heart is cold as
death, and his mind dreary as annihilation.
If the force of his natural conscience be not
stiong, he will bend to those seductions which
lurk around him. He will plunge into ini-
quity without remorse. He will go to crime
as heedlessly asthe ** ox gocthto the staugh-
ter.”” Butif he be shielded by his mtegrlt} .
deep and permanent in his avers 1n to vice,
he will indulge despair. When misfortune
besets him, Le will destroy that life, which is
his torment. He will fecl, as did the wife of
Job.—He will ¢ curse God and dee.”
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Society will exhibit -u pictore suil more
ingitinl, Without the hopes and fears of
{utwe ife, human laws wi'l be as weak and
fragile, as the cords of Sampson.  Crimes at
first would be perpetrated In secret.  But
rulers and ruled are both unprincipled, profli-
gate and sceptical.  Both are actuated by the
worst of human passions. ‘“ The fear of
God is not before theireyes.”  'T'hey do not
behold the eye of omniscience fixed on their
hearts. Thc hidden springs of iniquity soon
burst forth, and swoln by the torrent of gene-
ral e\ample, unite their force, and w ith irre-
sistible violence sweep away all the mounds
and ramparts of conscience, of human and di-
vine law in the flood. Every wretch then
does ¢ what seemeth good in his sight.”
And anar\h} , confusion and de: th, go forth
‘“ conquering, and to conquer.”’

So far {rom being a visionary theory, the
world has seen this deseription realized, and
more frightfully delineated in characters of -
blood. And should we not view every per-
sonn, who labors to diffuse the poison of infi-
delity among mankind, as one, who is con-
tributing his mite to facilitate the iniroduc-
tion of scenes like these.

What can be the objectof the apostles of
infidelity 1n attempting to promulgate their
doctrines ! Do they cven pretend to believe,
that mankind would be more virtuous, and
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socicty niove happy in 110 belioiothat there s
no (zod. and that ¢ Jd: th P ciciid sleen 7
Mo thea do they pu;,mwmu oo anes ?

Shoui! not pity for /i auﬂu‘mm of mankind
mduce them o lewve 0o the poor, the WTCLCh-
cd and forlorin, thc hopes of e abie,
even if they knew them to e Lose wnd dolias
sive 7 Who could brood, and purpetraie an
mjury so unprovoked, so bHinek und crucl, a
to rob the majority of muankivd of' chewr st
resource, asylum and hope ! ‘¢ My =<nul
come thou not into their secret place;® for
in their malice they would deprive mankind
of cternity.

CHAP. XL

Leflections upon the importance of the Doc-
trene of Immortality.

¢« Salieve and look with tniumph on the tomb.”

T‘-IF belief of immortality 1s the only rad.
ical cure for inordinate love of life, and fear
of death. It delivers those, ¢ who through
fear of death were all their life in bondage.>”
For what is death to hum, who firmly be-
lieves, that it is the means by which he will
be introduced to that rest, for which he was
L
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peipetually sighing amidst the pains and
disappointments, and vanities of life 7 Cn the
other hand, what i1s not death to uim who
believes it to be the close of his being ?
What will be the diffcrence of character
between the believers in these respective
doctrines 7 It 1s a truth, that the man of an-
uthilation may find it his interest to be a vil-
lain. But so cannot the man of eternity,
who 1s preparing to appear before the su-
preme court of .he universe. While his be.-
lief is in his mind he must live ¢ soberly,
righteously and godly 1n the present world.”
No sentiment can be admitted to the heart
so gloomy, as that of annihilation. The
dreary wretch, who is a convert to the doc-
trinc, can meditate in the most gloomy hours
of autumn and winter, when the trees are
robbed of their foliage, and their trunks are
bare to the winds ; when every object wears
a gloomy and dejected appearance, he can
cven then meditate the hour when the spring .
shall return to them all their brilliancy, and
freshness. ‘¢ But when, he wul say, will
the flowing locks of youth again visit my
head. 'To me there is no second spring.
There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down,
that it will sprout again. Butwhen I fall,
death is to me an everlasting sleep !’ How
different must the man of anmhilation, and
him of cternity seem in the scale of being.
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'T'he one 15 a being of vesterday, and not
of tomorrow. He is diminative in the scale
of )ung', humbled in his conceptions of him-

(, and as diminutive in his deportment and
onduct. The other has an elevated end, on
which his eye is perpetually fixed, and to
which his conduct and character perpetually
tends. It is glory, honor and immortality.
Hcaven is his uome.  Eternity is the perlod
of his duration. The Deuy 1s the exem-
plar to which he is moulding his mind and
his heart. Death brcaks down the wall of
partition, which intercepts his prospects into
that blissful region where he 1s to be flour-
1shing with eternity.  Shielded with this be-
lief] his integrity is incorruptible and irresist-
ible. He will feel himsclf bound to exhibit
a character not unworthy of his dignified na-
turc. He will live a useful, respectable and
happy life. He will die supported by the
‘“ strong consolations’ of religion, and the
protecting rod and staff of his God.  He will
unite with the kindred minds of the ‘¢ spirits
of the just made perfect in heaven ; and he
will leave the”” sweet remcrabrance of the just
behind him.

The sons of scepticism and infidelity, if
their practise correspond to their belief, will
be riotous and sensual ; hypocrites in public,
and wretches 1n secret ; they will be insig-
nificant and cmtcmptxblu, as is their creed,
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arourgh fife 5 thev will feel the full horrors
ol dc 1tl without God, and \\1thout hopc
On: ]‘iil menuinental stone wiil be appr oprl-
ate the language of the poct :

Benrath the luraber of demolil'yd worlds,
. in the rubbish of the l;;c'ncml wreck,
Swoept Ione ainicus to the common mass

N T!lﬂ'(!'\':’[ aover dienitied with hite,

Here lie proud rationals ¢ the sens of heav’n !
The T ords ot earth 't T he property o1 wornos
Beings nt yesterday, and not tamerroy,

Who hividin tevvor, and 50 panys expir’ d
All ,'Ltomtluu 1. u,u)m b

‘Their 1. 1ppy transit into blocks and Lrutes,
Nor longer sully theiit Creator’s name.

If man be immortal, if he shall never cease
t0 be, 1 he shall never lose his present con-
sciousness, if he 1s one day to be called be-
forc the high and enlightened tribunal of his
God, “ w Rat manner of persons ought we
to be ik

The doctrine of immortality being estab-
lished, it becom?s an inquiry of serious and
awful moment, hov- we may render that im-
mortality a blessmg And an answer to the’
inquiry will be found only in the volumes

of revelation.
The contemplation of 1mmortality calls

forth all the better feelings of our naturc. It
will extinguish malice and envy from the
heart. Pitiful mustbe that carthly ambition,
which meditation upon death will not cure.
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Decp must be that malice, which would fol-
low 1ts cnemy beyond the tomb.

Our title to immortality 1s the only chai-
ter by which we can hold rational cqualit: .
Immortal beings are ali equal, except thicir
conduct differ.  In viewof our title to 1n-
mortality all carthly expectations, prospects
and hopes dimiuish and decay. Nonc but
mmmortal | Joss deserve the pursuit of immor-
tal boings.

¢ LL[ us then hear the conclusion of tie
whole matter. Fear God, and krep his
commandments. For this is the whole duty
of man.

‘ For God shall bring every work inta.
judgment, with every secret thing, whether
it be good, or whether it be ¢vil.”
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Now preparing for 1or FRESS, and shortly awill be
publisiocd,

VOLUME OF SERMONS, on vari-
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Absurditvand Madncess of Atheism—Cause
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Efficacy of Prayer.—Avarice and Dist:onesty, covered under the
pretext of Charity.—Wisdom, of Principal Importance.~The
turning Sinrer’s supplication to God.—The Saint einployed in his
morning Devotions.—~The Good Man lying down in Peace, and
sleeping in Safety.—Noah coming out of the Ark.—The shortness
of Time illustrated and improved.—The Causes and Effects of the
Inflamm-.ion of the Tongue.— joseph making himself kaowan to
his bretbren, &c. &c.
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By JOSEPH LATHROP, D. D.

Author of ¢ A View of the Doctrines and Duties of the Christian
Religion," and of several other Valuable Volumes of Sermons.
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TO THE PUBLIC. '

THE AvTtHor of the above proposed Work,
zakes this opportunity to thank the public for
the liberality with which they fave patroniz-
ed, and the candor with which they have re-
ceived his former publications. He had not
intended 10 make any farther trial of their




Jocdness in thisway. LBut the cpinion of some
Jriends, whose judgment he values, that anoth-
cr wolume would be useful, and the request of
several gentlemen, that certain discourses on
particular subjects, might sce the lighe, either
by themselves, or as part of a volume, have
induced him again to presume on the public
candor.  He has the rather been willing to
comply with the advice of friends, as knowing
that ais time is short. An argument this,
which they have pressed, and which he has
Selt.  For this volume he hos sclected subjects
which ne thought highly important in them-
selves, and not unseasonable at the present
time. He has aimed to treat them with per-
spicuity, and wishes they may merit the appro-
bation of such as shall patronize them, and
contribute to confirm the Faith, and promote

the Piety of all who may read them,
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