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The Foreign Mission Outlook

The year 1908 bids fair to be one of the
great years in the annals of Foreign Missions.
All signs point to a deepening and increasing
interest in this world-wide enterprise.

The last Annual Report of the Board will
repay the careful and thoughtful study of
every Presbyterian intercsted in the work of
extending the Kingdom of God. Take the
single statement regarding the contributions
from churches: In 1899 the receipts from
churches were $313,552.22; in 1907, $495,776.16.
It is true that the Church has grown largely
in these years, and there should have been an
increased offering due to numerical growth,
but these figures indicate a very decided in-
crease in interest on the part of God’s people
in this work. The total contributions from all
sources in the same period is equally signifi-
cant. In 1899 the receipts were $£921,093.82;
in 1907, $1,276,747.85. The congregational
offerings of the home churches for Foreign
Missions are now about equal to their com-
bined offerings for all the other seven Boards
of the Church.

The undoubted evidence of a more intelli-
gent interest in missions is indicated in the
growth of the Laymen’s Movement. For
many years the women of the Church have
been most aggressive and progressive in the
cause of world-wide missions. It is only
within recent years that any considerable num-
ber of laymen have recognized their respon-
sibility for the sending of the Gospel to for-
eign lands. The Laymen’s Movement during
the past twelve months has assumed large
proportions. At the celebration in connection
with the Haystack Centennial the laymen be-
came so deeply interested that a committee
was appointed to visit the various mission
fields of the world. Many Christian men
going out at their own charges have visited

a large number of mission stations, have made
personal examination of every phase of work,
and have brought back to the home land full
and accurate reports. It is needless to say that
these reports have been of the most encourag-
ing character, and have stimulated mission
interest in many churches.

The men’s meetings held during the year
in various large cities, under the auspices of
the Laymen’s Movement, have proved most
stimulating. Thousands of men have pledged
their support to Foreign Missions who never
before manifested any interest in this great
work. The increasing knowledge of the work
has been followed by an ever deepening
interest. Everywhere among the churches
strong business men are showing new respect
for missions, and in many places they are
organizing for more effective support of the
cause. The great Men’s Convention in
Omaha, February, 1907, was a memorable
illustration of this. Over one thousand Pres-
byterian laymen came together for the sole
purpose of considering the foreign mission
obligation of the Church. A similar conven-
tion is to be held in Philadelphia, February 11-
13 of this year. Elaborate preparations are
being made (see article by Mr. McConaughy
in this number of THE HeraLD), and we hope
that it will bring together a large body of con-
secrated men and exert a far-reaching influ-
ence.

The interest among the young people is
growing as never before. The First Interna-
tional Missionary Convention under the direc-
tion of the Young People’s Missionary Move-
ment will be held in Pittsburgh, Pa, March
10, 11, 12, 1908. The foremost speakers on
missionary topics, and leading missionaries and
influential native Christians will appear on the
program. The Young People’s Missionary
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The Need of Christian Educa-
tion for the Colored People.
By Rev. S. J. Fisher, D.D.

If our Church is to do its proper work
among the colored people it must give a
thorough Christian education. Those who are
unfamiliar with the South cannct easily under-
stand how necessary this is. First, because
the great mass of those people are as yet the
slaves of superstition and false religion. They
are naturaly religious. An atheistic or infidel
negro is a rarity. They believe in God, in a
future life, in future punishment, and in the
reality of Jesus. But there is too often a
divorce between religion and morality in their
minds, a reliance upon mere emotions, upon
excited feelings as a test of being saved.
It is to those blinded by a false Christianity,
to those who can see in a preacher who
leaps up on the pulpit and squats there, the
evidence of the Spirit's power and a holy
frenzy. This is an actual fact recently occur-
ring in the State of North Carolina. Such
people can never be reached except by a Chris-
tian education, which will open their eyes to
the truth as it is in Jesus, and educate the con-
science to desire holiness.

Second. There is a need of pure homes, of
pure wives and mothers. We cannot expect to
reach the children and gather congregations
of those who truly wait on God unless we are
making clean, true-hearted, faithful women at
home. As the boys and youth attain manhood,
their homes and households will never rise
above the level of the wife and mother. No one
can realize, unless they have moved among
these people, how low has been and still is
their standard of personal purity, cf the
upright life, or how easily vice is condoned.
As a Southern merchant said to the writer:
“There must be created a higher standard of
judgment and life among these people. Thcey
must be taught a higher accountability. Fo-
none of us has any extra goodness, and the
force of public and social opinion is a neces-
sity for us all.” QOut from our boarding schools
have gone and are going girls and boys with
this higher standard of morals, to live self-
respecting lives, to exhibit a true marriage, to
show a Christian home, and through their
children to create a larger Christian society.

This difficulty of rearing a Christian family
among immoral neighbors is not easily real-

‘ures, they are the exception.

ized by many of us. We can easily choose
our social relations. But in a little Southern
town a Christian colored man and his wife
were so perplexed to find proper associates
for their children, so troubled over the im-
morality of their neighbors, that for a time
they decided to move to a larger place, where
such conditions might be avoided, and it was
only when the plea of their own responsibility
toward that place was put to them that they
decided to remain.

Third. Proper elders and workers in our
churches are possible largely through Christian
education. Our Presbyterian system requires
elders, and Sabbath-school teachers are also
needed. Worthy elders are not easily made or
found. Frequently churches are injured and
pastors are hindered by weak and ignorant and
untrained elders. Education does not make a
truly consecrated and useful elder, and there
are, at times, illiterate men who are exceed-
ingly useful and faithful; but it goes without
saying that our churches are more likely to
have proper sessions when men of piety and
education abound. In our churches there are
also the graduates of our schools who furnish
the music, are energetic in every good work,
and stimulate a noble ambition in the boys and
girls.

Fourth. A Christian education makes thes:
hoys and girls self-respecting, cleanly and in-
dustrious. While there are, of course, fail-
A proper cduca-
tion gives these young people a better idea of
life, creates better ideals, fosters ambitions and
makes industry a necessity. The idle class
who live from hand to mouth, and who work
two days to loaf a week. arc not the edu-
cated ones. It is their lack of a true ecduca-
tion that makes them so easily contented. A
white banker in South Carolina remarked that
it was “not true that education spoiled the
negro youth. It was the envy and jealousy of
the poor whites that made such statements.”
If a man, white or black, has no better desires,
no ambitions, nothing to live or struggle for,
he will work no more than necessity com-
pels. But our Christian education is not only
teaching these colored youth larger desires
for themselves, but, also, the sensc of respon-
sibility for the uplift and civilization of others.
What their white teachers and brethren are
doing for them is making them try to do for
their own degraded people.





