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- PREFACE.

THE present state of the world presents a prospeet,
highly interesting to the philosopher and statesman—
and not less so to the real christian. The encouraging
and gloomy scenes are so mingled together, as alternate-
ly to excite emotions of hope and fear. When the
cheistian looks abroad on the earth, he discovers, com-
paratively few, who profess to believe and practice the
precepts of the gospel.* The extensive continents of
Asia and Africa are almost wholly immersed in the dark-
ness of Pagan superstition and idolatry, or led away by
the delusions of Mahomet. Europe has for many years
becn a field of blood ; and our own beloved country has
lately engaged in a sanguinary conflict with a powerful
nation. : _

In the midst of this gloom and confusion, there is still
something that gives to the christian an animating hope

* The following ingenious calculation will serve to shew of what small ex-

tent the christian religion is, when compared with those many and vast coun- -

tries, that are overspread with Paganism or Mahometani Supposing the
inhabited world to be divided into thirty p‘art:, only three of those parts are
possessed by christians of the Protestant-and Roman Catholick communion—twe
by christians of the Greek chureh—six by Jews and Mahometans—and the
remaining NINETEEN by Pagans.

It is to be observed that this calculation was made before the late discoveries
of the north west part of America, the north east part of Asia, the vast tract of
New-Holland, New-Guinea, gnd the numerous other islands in the Pacific

ocean—How. much greater then must the numerical difference appear at the

present day between that part of mankind who erjoy the light of christianity,
and that part who are now groping in Pagan darkuess’! ’
Miss Hannah Adams’ view of religions, p. 496.
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h% the time is not far distant, when heavenly light and
peace will be diffused through this dark and troubled
world.

The increasing number of young men who are willing
to devote themselves to the work of the gospel ministry
—the numerous Missionary and Bible Societies that have
been est\abl»ish_ed in G. Britain and America within a few
years past—the lively interest taken in our own country
in the establishment of Theological seminaries—the
spirit of liberality that has been manifested by all deno-
minations of christians, in sending the Secriptures and a
preached gospel among the Heathen—the avidity with
which books on religious subjects are sought for and
read, give us reason to hope that the da.wnmg ofa bnght-
er day is nearat hand;

Surrounded by such scenes, it surely becomes the du-
ty of professing christians, and more especially of the
ministers of the gospel, to be diligent and zealous in pro-

motin’g the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. There

ig no object of greater magnitude—there is nothing on
which the peacc and happiness of mankind so much de-
pend as the diffusion of the knowledge of a erucified Sa-
viour. The universal practice of the truths and pre-
cepts of the gospel would put an effectual stop to fraud
and injustice—to deadly feuds and animosities between
nations, and individuals, and make this world a peace-
ful abode where the great Creator would delight to dwell
with the workmanship of his own hands. It is the gos-
pel of Christ that raises man to that dignity in the scale
of beings for which his nature is designed—it is this that
throws light on the darknes of the grave, and cheers us
yith the enlivening prospect of a glorious immortality,
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To spread the knowledge of divine truth ; to concen-
trate the exertions of many in holding forth the word of
life in a plain, forcible and engaging manner ; to give
(if possible) some eheck to the progress of iniquity ; and
to stir up professing christians to diligence and fidelity,
are among the great objects that have induced the edit-
ors to engage in the publication of this volume.

We believed that a work of this kind, consisting of
sermons, by ministers of the gospel residing in the State
of New-Jersey, on praetical and important subjects—
adapted tobe read in families or in religious societies—pre-
served free from useless and unedifying controversy—
and recommended by its novelty and variety to the laud-
able curiosity of individuals, eould not fail to excite a
lively interest through the churches in this state, and
contribute largely to the edification and improvement of
christians. '

Our devout and humble prayer is, that the great Head
of the church would give a blessing to this work, that it
may serve to promote his glory, and the salvation of our
fellow-men. .

We cannot close these observations without returning
our thanks to our Reverend fathers and brethren, who
have so prompt]y complied with our request, in contri-
buting materials for this volume.

If sufficient encouragement be given, to warrant the
nndertaking, we hope at no distant period to present to the
public another volume of the « New-Jersey Preacher.”

GEORGE S. WOODHULL,
1SAAC V. BROWN, }“‘“”'

New-Jensey, July 24, 1813,
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SERMON VII.

Matthew v. 14.—Ye are the light of the world: A city that is set on an
' hill cannot be hid.

TO man in paradise, all things were full of light. His
eye was single, his understanding clear, and the divine
~ image was bright upon his soul. This was sufficient for
his direction in his passage through the world, and if
this were not sufficient, the light of the descending di-
vinity was daily displayed before him. Happy for him
if with such helps he had continued his journey to the
heavenly land. But when he sinned his situation was
greatly changed. He stambled and-fell upon the very
brink of everlasting darkness. But as God had ordain-
ed, not entirely to cast away a sinful race, it was neces-
sary that our first parent should be supplied with a lit-
tle light. What was given him was large enough to
keep him from despair ; and yet so small as to be ex-
pressive of the divine displeasure. He no more enjoyed
the perfect assuranee of the love of God which he once
possessed ; nor did he see the heavens continually open
to him as before : but was left to follow the twinkling
ray of an obscure promise, that the seed of the woman
. should bruise the serpent’s head. Instead of the quicken-
ing splendor of the present divinity, the mission of an-
gels and their ministry made up the light of unhappy
man. In this manner the father of lights communicat-
ed himself in the days of the patriapchs. In the midst
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of night only a star appeared and that but rarely. As

the designs of mercy were opened up, the Lord gave a

clearer light coming down himself on mount Sinai ; but
not in such a manner as he appeared in the happy garden.

There in the mildest and mest condescending manner

he unveiled his glory. But on Sinai he shrouded his

awful light in darkness, making the cloud his ehariot and
the thick cloud his pavilion. In process of time a clearer
light shone forth, and the Baptist preached repentance
for the remission of sins. Afterwards, the sun of righ-
teousness arose with healing in his wings, and happy
they who walked in his light. Yet it was but a short pe-
riod that the sun of righteousness continued to shine on’
earth. He made a few revolutions and then removed to
shine in brighter worlds, and display his beams amidst

the glory of everlasting day. Before his removal he

had enlightened a portion of our race, and restored the

lost image of God to their souls. Having done this he

departed, leaving them by their light to lighten the world,

till time shall be no more. Ye, said he, are the light of
the world ; let your light shine before men. The col-
lective body of ehristians is by Christ’s appointment de-:
signed to illuminate mankind, Their lives are ordained
as the medium throngh which, in general, men will see

religion and judge of it as true or false ; the way-marks

by which they will learn the road to heaven, or for want
of which they will err from the way of righteousness

and perish in their error. In a situation attended with so

much importance and accountability, it becomes the fol-

- lower® of Christ to present the brightest points of their

ehristian character before the world, and at the best ad-
vantage, lest their light be found as darkness.—Our sub-

ject naturally leadg us to consider,
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X. Wherein consists.the light of the christian’s life. ..

II. The ways in which he ean bést present his light
before men.

1. Wherein consists the light of the ohmstmn’s life.

In shewing this, it would be an easy matter to fill up
several discourses. The christian graces might be all
enumerated, each of whxch contributes something to
adorn the man of God. But some of the more eminent
parts of the christian charaeter, and which at once en-
lighten the beholder and attract him toward heaven,
are, gentleness and love, innocence and separation from
the world—superiority te the vicissitudes of life and
‘heavenliness of mind—humility and repentance.

1. The christian’s light consists in gentleness and
love. If it were not so these charaeteristics would not be
so often mentioned nor so much insisted on in the holy
‘seripture. They are there described in such a manner
that a beam of light seems to accompany the very re-
commendation and deseription. ¢The wisdom that is
from above,” saith the apostle James, ¢ is first pure, then
-peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of merey.
And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them
that make peace,” James iii. 17, 18. The sun of righ-
teousness sends his beams in benignant influenee upon
the heart, rendering it soft and pliable and affectionate.
Does the apostle ever appear to more advantage than
when he writes to the Colossians? ¢« But we were gen-
.tle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children,
so being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing
to have imparted not the gospel of God only; but also
our own souls, because ye were dear unto us,” 1 Thess,
ii. 7, 8. 'While he thus expresses himself, we are satis-

fied, that Christ had imparted to him his.own temper
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and dispositions.—I do not mean to say that an angry
whristian is an impossible charaeter ; nor that it is un-
lawful for the best of men to be angry on just aceasions.
But I mean to say, that passion though it way be
‘sometimes necessary and often lawful, is like the angry
cloud which darkens rather than enlightens the travel
ler; It is difficult to persuade mankind that the lamp
‘of holiness burns amidst hardness, unkindness and se-
verity. However badly they may judge in other things,
they will readily decide with the apostle ; that < where en-
vying and strife is there is eonfusien and every evil
work,” James ii. 13. The world judges rightly in this,
it being.utterly impossible for the graee of God, in any
considerable degree to dwell amidst the conflictings of
the angry passions. The spirit of truth speedily de-
parts from the realms of noise and strife and seeks some
more tranquil habitation. In secret silence of the mind ;
our God and there our heaven we find.—This gentleness
of disposition derives great lustre from being conmect-
.ed with that love. which is solicitous for the happiness
-of others. The man who is easy, and amiable and gen-
tle in his manners, soothes and interests the heholder.
-But. love takes ‘hold upon his heart. It is love in the
.Saviour’s character that constrains us, and so endears
his precious name 10 our hearts. . To the power of this
‘he resorted, when every other influence failed him, in
his desire to convince and save the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem. His flowing tears bespoke the pity of his heart,

and had they not been given up to a blind and obdurate
mind would have convinced them, that as God is love, se

the fulness of the Godhead did dwell bodily in him ; he
was so filled with love and compassion for their souls.




Vor. 1.

n
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the leading star which conductsto heaven. 'The world-is
in reality but little-inflienced by those diseiples, whose
lives are not unblemished, however splendid their tal-
ents, however great their attainments, however brilliant
their ascomplishments. If they admire them, it is for
their strength of mind, and elegance of taste, but not
as proper-guides-to heaven. Their lives only, have in-
fluence on the hearts and consciences of men, who bear
a proper resemblance: to their Lord and master, who
was < holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sin-
ners.’—Comnected with innocence of life, is separation
Jfrom the world. Not an austere withdrawing from the
endearments of society, nor slothful negligence -of ap-
pointed duties. But that temper and conduet which in
the midst of all the rational enjoyments of society, and
the diligence of a faithful steward, still exhibits the
character of a pilgrim and sojourner. There is some-
thing exceedingly impressive about the man, who cas
persuade the beholder that he believes and feels himself
made for a better world. <« Be not conformed to this
world,” is a direction of the greatest moment. Itis te
little purpose to persuade men to take their affections
from the earth, unless we can at the same time persuade
them, that we have not selected the eompanions, the
fashipns, and the interests of the present life as our best
portion. The father of the faithful is conspicuous among
the eloud of witnesses, who ¢ when called 1o go out inte
a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed ; and went out net knowing whither he went,
and sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob ;
for he looked for a eity whick hath foundations, whose
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his tears, looks upward, ' eries Abba Father, and is as-
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then the Lord will take me up :** when the happiness of
prosperity is increased by the love of God : when grati-
tude for the kindness of our heavenly Father, enlarges
the satisfactions of life : then it is made evident, that
blessed is the man whose God is the Lord. How ear-
nestly ought christians to strive for the fruits of the
Spirit, which are love, joy, and peace. They would
themselves live and enjoy at a different rate. Love, the
most active and delightful of all feelings, would pro-
mote a life of eharity and equal justice ; and their joy
would bear up their spirits, while they were expecting -
the blessed hope, the bright appearance of their Lord.
Religion promises an increase of happiness to those whe
embrace it. It proposes to lighten the yoke and burden
of human sorrows, and points to a way of pleasantness
and to a path of peace. What it promises, it is able to
perform. But before the world will fully believe this,
it must have the evidence from the lives of professors,
that they are really made more happy. The men of
grace ought to find glory begun below. How can the
world believe, unless the peevishness of the human heart
is abated, the raging passions cooled, distressing cares
destroyed, and the fear of death diminished visibly in
the man of God? God hath not designed, that our pre-
sent condition should be a state of perfeet happiness.
But he meant that his children here should partake of
some consolations which-should teach the world as well
as convinee themselves, that they have chosen the better
part.

“We come now to improve this subjeet by one or two
observations—

1. We may notice the goodness and wisdom of the di-
vine providence, in appointing true echristians to be the

™~



ROBERT FINLEY, A. M. 147



148 NEW.-JERSEY PREACHER.

- and terror. Thisisa light too, the nature and: foree
whereof is easily understood. It may be diffieult for
most men to enquire into the certainty of those various
lights which God hath furnished to the world. But it. is
no difficult task to notice the workings of the Holy Ghost
wherever they exist ; and they are understood with al-
most equal ease by the rich and the poor, by the igno-
rant and the wise.” One may not be able to read his bi-
ble, nor to understand the plainest book, and yet be fully
competent to understand the language of a, hely life—
such a life continually addresses the observer; < we are
journeying to the place, of which the Lord said, I will
give it unto you, come thou with us, and we will do thee
good, for the Lord hath spoken good cencerning us,”
Num. x, 29. , ~

2. How earnest ought every christian to be in his en-
deavours to make his light shine.—The motives to this
duty are many and powerful ; but especially those con-
nected with our text. Others will be greatly benefitted,
and the great and precious name of our God and Saviour
glorified. The christian is surrounded with a cloud of
witnesses, most of whom are in some way influenced by
his example. It hath pleased God to create man with
a strong propensity to follow the example of others
whether good or evil. The wicked believe that there is
a heaven, and a happy flock who are collecting there ;
and a hell where the neglecters of religion must feel the
stings of a guilly conscienee and the wrath of God.
Perhaps at the same time they often doubt, wish that
there was no heaven, that all things were unecertain in
futurity, and that their prospects might be as good as
others. In this mixtwe of certainty and doubt, they
will often loek upon the conduct of the disciple, to judge
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whether his soul is really filled with the life of God,
and ‘whether the lJamp kindled by the sun of righteous-
ness is truly burning on his heart. How very much as
to ‘means does the salvation of the world depend on
‘¢hristians. They are set for the falling or rising of
many. Groping in the darkness of sin, the world is left
by God to the light of the Holy Ghost shining in his
people, for their conviction and external guidance.—In
this way will God be glorified also. When the disciples
increased in faith and holiness, the name of Jesus was
exalted. When they forsook their duty, it gave occa-
sion ¢o the enemy to triumph. When David sinned,
the Lord said unto him by his prophet; ¢ by this deed
thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the
Lord to blaspheme : and the apostle testifies the same
to heedless christians : ¢ for the name of God is blas-
phemed among the Gentiles through you.” Too little
do we think, how much the glory of God among men,
and the honour of the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour
rest on us his professed people. Men cannot follow
Christ into heaven to see him there: but they can ex-
amine the character and conduct of those who profess to
have received his Spirit and to be changed into his like-
ness. They will judge of the master by his household,
of the parent by his children, and of our heavenly Fa-
ther by his adopted children.” And what a powerful in-
centive should this be to live a life of exemplary piety,
and to shine as lights in the world, that thereby the
name of God is exalted! What so glorious as the name
of God! What so precious as the name of Christ!
'What end of man so high and‘excellent as the glory of
his Creator : and what duty so urgent as that of living

~
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babitually in such a manner as to make others giorify
him!

Now to him that is light—to the bright and morning
star—and to the Spirit of illumination be immortal
praises—AMEN.






