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A SERMON; .

Dan. x11. 13.  And they that be wife Soall fhine as the
Brightnefs of the Firmament; and they that tyrn many
to Righteoufnefs, as the Stars for ever and ever,

I Tis the glory of Chriftianity, that by
W it Life and Immortality are brought to
N light; and the Happinefs of Chriftj.
ans, that upon the Death of thejr pi-
[l ous Relatives, they mourn not 45 .

, B thers, who bave no Hope : For the
weligroundcd perfuafion, that their tenderly beloved
Friends with whom they reluctanily parted, are com-
pleatly happy, and wiil be fo for ever, muft not only
fupport, but greatly cheer their drooping Spirits,
upon every ferious Reflection, And fuch is the ftrong
Confolation which our Text in particular affords, to
all who loved the reverend and bleffed Man, whofe
Departure from our World has occafioned the follow.
ing Difcourfe; whilft, at the fame Time, 4t fuggedts
the moft animating Motives to us who furvive, to' be
Jollowers of thofe, who through faith and patience, baye
inberited the promifes. Nothing could be more perti.
nently
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 nently offered, for encouraging the pious to fidelity and

conftancy, in @ time of trouble, fuch as mever was fince

there was a nation, even to that [ame time ver. 1. than to

reprcfent, in {o lively a manner, the general Refurrec-
. tion, and the exalt dl&rmutlen of Rewards and Punifth-

~ments in the laft judgment, asin ver. 2. and to fubjoin
the glorious promife in our text: For by thefe, the af-
;ﬁié‘tcd and opprefled are fully inftructed, that i is

@ righteous thing with God to recompenfe ribulation to thofe
'wbo trouble them, and to themfelves, who are troubled,

 eternal Reft, when the Lord Fefus fball be reveald from
/ eaven with bismighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking:

| Vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the

!

Gofpel rWhen be fhall come to be glorified in bis Samt.c,f
and admired in all them that believe. * For then they that be .

wzfe jbali jbme as the Brngtnqﬁ of the Firmament, and

 they that turn many to Rngteoztfnefa, as tbe ﬁars Jor ever
aiza' ewr. |

- By the Wife fume underftand pious in general, be-

~eaufe they only are wife to Salvation; and thus make
~them ‘a different Clafs from thofe who turn many to

. Righteoufnefs; a Character which, as all agree, is pecu-

|

arly apphcablc to fuccefsful preachers of the Gofpel:
~ And it is true, that fincere Chriftians thall as certainly
bc glonﬁed as faithful Minifters,

BuT others take the Word in an Ad‘uve Senfe, as de-

. moting thofe who by Inftruction make others Wife :

And thus taken, it is of the fime Import with thofe

who
® 2 Thef, 5, 7, &, 10.
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. wbo lurn many o R:gbmuﬁzeﬁ. The Hebrew litterally
tranflated, is, who jufify Many : that is, by teaching
them the true Method of becoming righteous hufore |
God, are Inftruments of their Juftification; and juttify
them in the fame Sénfe, as Timothy, by followmg Paul's
Diretions, would both fave bimfelf and bis Hearers,
Tim. 1v. 16. Now as they, who thus juftify many,
make them Wife, and are wife themfelves; to confider |
both Terms as defigning the fame Perfons, is not only
moft agreeable to the Manner of the Hebrew Prophets, | |
who often make the following Sentence explicative of |
- the preceeding; ' but alfo to Chapter 11. 33. they tbatl

underfiand among the People, [ball infiruit- Many. And
ver. 35. and fome of them of underfranding Joall fall to try | i
~ them, and to purge, and to make them white, even o the |
“the Time of the End. And in Prov. 11. 30. itis aﬂ'crt*;
~ ed in General, He that winneth Souls is Wife. Wifdom |
is an cfféntial Requifite in Gofpel Minifters, who as
~ Stewards are to diftribute to every one bis Portion in due
Seafon; fo that when our Lord would give us a concife,
but comprehenfive Charater of fuch a one, it is that of
@ faithful and wife Servant, Mat. xx1v. 45. It is alfe
obfervable, that to take the /#ife for Chriftians in Com-
mon, would be, in Effeét to fay, contrary to the De-v
fign of the Text, that greater Glory is promifed tol
thofe who are Taught, than to the Teachers: For the
Brightnefs of the Firmament comprehends that of afl
the other Luminaries united, together with the Stars,

THt Brightnefs of the Firmament, and of thc"".'a'i:a'ra,"5

as they ate high above she Karth, ¢an denete nothing
lef
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~ Jefs than heavenly Glory; of which, however, they are
* fuch a faint Refemblance, that there feems to be an im-
~ plicit Contraft between thefe metaphorical, and the li-
teral Stars: For the latter, with refpect to us, fet pen-
odically, and fuffer Eclipfes; but the former fhines fw
- gver and cver.

Minssters of the Gofpel are often compared to
Stars, as in Rev. 1. 20. and are called, in Mat. v. 14.
~ the Light of the World, to intimate that Purity of Doc-
~ trine, and eminent Holinefs of Life, by which they do,

or fhould fhine in the World; tho’, like the Stars,
with different Degrees of Brightaefs, acccording to the
Meafure of the Gift of Chrift,

From this view of the Text we eafily colle@.

1. 'I;HAT'a'M‘iniﬁcr of the ‘G.i)fpel 15 3 grand and 11-
luftrious Charaéter.

I TraT fuch as are faithful and fuccefsful, fhall be
“diftinguithed in Glory, according to their various Mea-
fures ot Grace and Ufefulnefs,

Tuzse Aflertions I propofe to confirm and illuftrate.

1. A MinisTER of the Gofpel is a grand and iltuf:
trious Charaéter.

To prevent all poffible Miftake, I beg L.cave to pre-
mife, that nothing I fhall fay on this IHead, is to be con.-
ftrued as intending, that extraordinary civil Refpe& i» -
to be paid to Gofpcl Minifters, or that the Deference

. duc'
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duoe. and ordinarily given to Men, according to their
Rank in Society, is either to be blamed or diminifh-
ed; and that I would be underftoed to fpeak only of
thofe, who are Minifters of Chrift in Deed and in
Truth, and not meerly i Name. Under thefe Guards
I fhall prove the Propofition to be true, from thé .
Ticles given to fuch Minifters: the Qualifications re-

quired in them: the Obje& of their Office: and thé: |

moral Charaters of thofe whom God immediately call-
ed to exercile it.

i. The Titles given them aré magnificent, and fuch
as import Dignity and Eminence. They are Men of
Ged. t Tim.v1. 11, Solemply confecrated to his Ser-
vice; employed, protetted, and fucceeded by him.
Or, if we confider the Expreflion as an Hebraifm, then
Men of God will fignify moft excellent Men. +

Stewards ate Servants of high Rank; and their Great-
hefs is proportioned to the Glory of their Mafter and
hisFamily, and the Importarce of the Things entrufted
to their Charge. Minifters are Stewards of no lefs than
the Myfieries of Ged. 1 Cor. 1v. t.

AN Ambaffader reprefents the Perfon of the Priricé
who fends him; negotiates the great Affairs of his
Kingdom with foreign States; is confidered as his
Friend and Favourite, and honoured according to his

ngmty Now Gofpel Minifters are dmdafadors of
B Chrif.

+ The Hebrews often exprei’ed the Su ferlahve Eminence of any |

thing, by Appropriating it to God: as tbe HilefGod, is u very high
Bl the Sleep of God, a very dc('p Sleep: a Cit, great to God, rz very
great City. = Pla, Lxvirn, 1:. 1 am. XXV 33, Jonah 11, -,

\sﬁ._. .
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Corih 2 Cor. v, 20.  The Augels are Superior Intelli- .
grnces, 'ho excell in Strength, and faxd before the God -
of the whole Earth, Zech. vi. 5.  And Minifters are the
Ange’s of the Charches. Rev. 1. 20.

¥awarev, both in our Text, and many other Scrip-
rures, they are compared to celeftial Stars, the Orna-
vwents of the vifible Heavens; which plainly intimates
tlie Luftre of their Charafter, This will be miore evi-
deat by obferving,

2. Taar the Qualifications requited in them are ve-
ry eminent. They muft be Men of extenfrue Learning,
cipecially in things pertaining to the Kingdom of
God:---—furnithed with a rich Treafury of various
Knowledge, from whence, as occafion requires, they
way bring forth things New and Old: for being public
authorized Teachers of Mankind, and that in the moft
iinportant Matters, they cannot be Novices without the
moft thocking Abifurdiry. '

As Stewards, who, with an equal Hand, without
Refpedt of Perfons, are to difpenfe Threatnings, Con-
{olations, Reproofs, Admonitions, and Inftructions, as
every one’s Cafe thall appear to require, Fidelity axd
Iifdom are their diftinguithing Chara&eriftics. They
muft be fkilful in explaining, and dextrous in applying, -
the Word of God to the Confciences of their Hearers;
and ufe the moft prudent Methods to guard the unwa.
ry,----relieve afflicted Minds,----encourage the timor-.
ous,----comfort the Mourners in Zion, and alarm the

Sccure by comvincing them of Sin,

By
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" By shis lintend more than only convincing them that |
they have finned. This they acknowledge with Eaft, -
knowing that tdere is not a jufi Max or Earth, wbe deetls
Good enly, and fruneth not; and they fondly prefurne,
that their allowed Iniquities are but fuch commen iu-
firmities, as confift with faving Grace; and that zbar
Spot is theSpot of Ged's Children. Deurt. xxxv. 5. Hence
it is neceffary to produce their evil Courfes as Evidences
of the Badnefs of their Staze, otherwife no important
"End is accomplithed. Many grofs Tranfgreffors can
bear 2 Preacher’s lathing their favourite Vices, provid-
ed be fhall fo genteely palliate the Matter, as to allow
them to have good Hearts, and to ftand as fair for
Heaven as thofe who are moft confciencious. But to
demonitrare, that their Hearts are filthy, deceitful, and
defperately Wicked;-—that their Way is not ealy dun-
gerous but deftructive, and themfelves immediately ex-
pofed to the dreadful Wrath of Almighty God;---this
they cannot endure; and it will either humble them,
or excite their bittereft Eamity »gatnft the Preacher.

Hence we may clearly fee, that a Minifter of the
Gelpel muft be 2 Man of great Fortitude, o Lover of
God, ardently zealous for bis Glory, and anxicus for the
Salvation of Simners. Without fuch Difpofitions he will
be negligent of his Bufinefs, cold in his Addrefles, and
fhrink from known Duty, rather than run the Rifk of
offending the Wicked. Fle is afraid, the’ God himfelf
commands, to /ift up bis voice like a Trumpet, and thew
them their Sins, with the fatal Iffue of fuch Courfes,
And this farther proves that a Minifter fhould be frong
in Iaith, able to truft God with his Reputation, his

B . temporal
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temporal Support, and all his Concernmenys, while en-
gaged in his Service; and, by the whole Tenor of his
Condud®, convince Mankind, that their Frowns or Fa-
vours cannot, in the leaft, prevail to make him partial
and unfaithful. Thus the great Apoftle Paul, tho’
poor in worldly things, yet truly fublime in Sentiment,
confidered himfelf as being fo independant, that he was
free from all Men, but nat lels the Servant of all, than if
“his dependance had been on them alone. 1 Cor. 1x. 19.

FinaLry, as Minifters are to be Examples to their
‘Flocks, in Word, in Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit,
in Faith, in Purity. Tim. 1v. 12. It is neceffarily re-
‘quired, that they Je boly, and by their Life adorn the
f,Do&rme they preach, Now it will be acknowledged by

‘all, that Learning, Wifdom, Fidelity, Benevolence,
‘Courage, exemplary Piety, and difcreet Zeal, all uni-
?ted inone, conftitute a fhining Charatter. And it will
6appear, that all -thefe Qualifications are indifpenfible,
then we obferve,

3. TuaT the Minifterial Office is converfant about
:the greateft things in univertal Nature:---Things which
are infinitely more important than all the Kingdoms and
‘Empires on Earth. The bigh and lofty One that inbabit-
eth Eternity, has committed to Gofpel Mmifters what is
moft dear to him, #s Name and bis Truth, and has, as
it were, made his declarative Glory, in a Meafure de-
péndant on their Management ;---than which 2 greater
Honour, and more ftriking Motive to fidelity, can
hardly be conceived.  If any thing is more affeting, it
muft be this, that Jefis Chrift has entrufted to their

Care, thofe immortal Souls, for whofe Salvation he
fuffered
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fuffered the moft cruel Tortures, andfor wham he ex-
pired on the Crofs. Thefe, fo dearly bought, are to him
as the moft precious Fewels, nay, as the Apple of bis Eye;
and thefe they are to feed and condul to Glory. The
Comfort and Edification of Chriftians, their Safety a-
midft the Dangers and Temptations that are in the
World and preparation for Heaven; as alfo the Regula.
rity and Peace of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, are all con-
nected with the due Exercife of the Miniftry. How
~grand are all the Objefts--~! and how tremendous the
- Confequences of the facred Office |

4 LeT it be obferved, that in this Fun&ion, God
- employed the moft excellent Men on Earth: Men of
- fuperior Gifts and moft amiable Difpofitions, who had
~ the Spirit of Power, of Love, and of a found Mind:-----
Men of true Fortitude; who, in obedience to his Will,
- could /et their Faces as a Flint againft the boldeft haughti-
eft Sinners, nor feared the wrath even of Kings, ever fo
- abfolute:~---Men, who profecuted the glorious Ends
» of their Miniftry, &y Purenefs, by Knowledge, by Long-
Suﬂ'ermg, by Kindnefs, by the Holy Ghoft, by Love un-
Sfeigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power of God, by
tbe Armour of Righteoufnefs on the right Hand and on the
~ left, by Homour and Difbonour, by evil Report and good
Keport. 11 Cor, vi. 9. 8. O, the Fumnefs of Spi-
~rit---1 the Faith---! the Integrity---! the Generolity,

~Bravery, and Holinefs of {uch Men!

But what is more than all, in this Office Jenovan
employed his own co-equal Son, the Brightnefs of Glory,
whom he conftituted Heir of o/l things, and Fudge of the

World,




o34 ]

Werld. This divine Perfon was @ Minifler of the San:-
 sxary---Heb. virr. z. He preached the Gofpel, and
both inftituted and adminiftered it’s Ordinances. Well
faid a good Divine, ¢ God had but one Son, and he
* made him a Minifter.” And can the Office, after
this, ever be mean? No, The glorious God our Savi-
our has put an eternal Honour upon it, by executing
it in his own Perfon.

Go to, then, all ye who defpife it in Comparifon of
ezrthly Honour and Power; and think it only becomes
the meancft of the People, who have no better fhift
to procure 2 Living! And why this Contempt? Be-
cavde it is not attended with external Pomps, and tem-
poral Riches? O abje&t, and groveling Souls! Do you
believe that the Fudgment of God ss according to Truth?
" You affent. And does not he, in his Word, manifeft
- a greater regard to his faithful Minifters, than to proud
- and nnpious Monarchs? Yea, be reproved Kings for their
- Sakes, faying, touch not mine Anvinted, and de my Propbets
ne Horm. Pfa. cv. 14. 15. He often gives the King-
- dems of the Earth to the vilef of Men, but the Difpenia-
tion of his Gofpel to the beft. And does not the thing
itfelf declare, that to adminifter and promote the King-
- dom of Chrift, ereted at the immenfe Coft of his inva-
Juable Life, muft be of more moment, than to raife
- and govern an Empire like sbot of Alexander the Great,
or-—Fulius Cefar? Nay, one Soul is of far more value
than the whole World. Mat. xvi. 26. and confequent-
ly, to fave but one Soul from eternal Deftru&ion, is an
infinitely greater thing than to obtain an imperial Crown,
- forwhich the Redeemier would nevzr have thed his Blood.

Bur
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But che more awful and important this Fun&ion ie,
the more terrible are the Woes impending on fuch as
bearit, but by their unhallowed Condu& degrade, and
bring it into Contempt:---who, regarding tl.c Honour
and Emolument, in fome Places annexed to it, more
than its original Defign, exsrt not, fpend not, them-
{elves in doing Good, nor make it at all their Bufinels
to turn any to Righteoufnefs. They dave Men's Per/ons
in Admiration, becaufe of fome prefent Jdvimtage; and
meanly truckle to their Humours for the fake of filiby
Lucre; while others debale it to the loweft Degree, by
their Ignorance, Errors, and Profanity of Life. O
with what an aggravated Ruin will they fall, who thus
proftirute facred Things! It had been good for them
they had never been born,

How unaccountably are we muffled up, and blinded
by the Duft of this World! We fee not things in their
true pomt of Light, and therefore value them in a dif-
proportionate Manner. We are prone to regard the
‘T'inf¢l of State, the Glare of earthly Pomp, as true and
fubftantial Good, tho’ but a Phantom or Bubble; and
lightly efteem the glory of being Chriftians, and the
Happinefs that flows from a humble Mind, and z
peaceful Confcience. But let us look a little forward
to that Day, when rbe Kings of the Earth, and the great
Men, and the vich Men, and the chief Captains, and the
mighty Meny-----fball [ay to the Mountains and to the
Rocks, fall om us, and bide us from the Face of bim that
f tteth on the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.
Rev. vi. 15. and fee, in wonderous Contraft, the
once defpifed Servants of the moft High God, crowned

with
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with unfading Glory, and fhining as tbe Brightnefs of
the Fiymament, and as the Stars for ever and sver! This
leads me to fhew,

L Tuar faithful and fuccelitul Minifters of Chrif
fhall be diftinguifhed in Glory, according to their varis
ous Meafures of Grace and Ufefulnefs,

TuaT there will be different Degrees of Glory in
Heaven, is here fuppofed, and feems proveable from
the divine Condu in this Life. It isevident, that God
- gives different Gifts, and the fame Gifts in different
Meafures, to his People and Servants, ‘They are of
. various Ages and Statures; fome being compared to
' old---, fome to young Men, and others to little Chil-
~dren: And like the Members in the natural Body, fome
" are more, and fome lefs important and honourable,
tho’ all are ufeful and neceflary to the Beauty of the
~ whole. Now there is fuch uniformity in God’s Difpen-
fations,. that, in many Cafes, from what he has done,
 and does, we may infer what he Defigns to do, and
- that with the higheft Probability, if not Certainty: And
~ fince he diftingnifhes fome from others by their greater
- Holinefs and Ufetulnefs here, we conclude he will alfo
. diftinguifh them by fuperior Glory hereafter.

Tuts reafoning appears perfeltly agreeable to Scrip-
- ture: for in Luke x1x. 17. 19, the Servants, who
* had improved their refpe®ive Talents, have rewards
afligned them in exat propertion to the Talents and
~ their improvement of them. He that gained ten, was
{er over ten Cities; and he who gained five, over five
Cities. ‘The fame Doltrine is plainly intimated in 1 Cor,

xv.
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XV. 41. 42. There is one Glory of theSun, and snather Glo-
ry of the Moony and avother Glory of the Stars; for ane Star .
differeth from another Star in Glory: So aljo is the Refur~

rection from the Dead. Since, therefore, the Thing it-
{elf is fit and congruous, and the facred Oracles declare
fo mweh, we have no Reafon to doubt, but that Chrif-
tians in general will be glorious in different Degrees,

- Bur pious and fuccefsful Minifters will be peculiarly
ditinguithed. God will bomour thofe who bonour bims
and this they do who magnify his Inftitutions. Now
as turning Sinners to Righteoufnefs is the End of the
Miniftry, fuccefs muft be it’s Ornament and Glory, as
Fruit is the ornament of a Tree, which was planted for
that purpofe: And what is the native Glory of thc Of- |
fice now, will neceffarily be fo for ever.

~Anp this Dittincion will be farther evident, when it
i1s confidered, that Miniiters of the Gofpel will not only
have that Glory which is. proper to all of equal Holinefs
with them, but alfo partake in the Glory of thofe who
were faved by their Inftrumentality, I fee not that;
lefs cap he underftood by Pasl’s calling his Converts
his Foy and Crows. Phil. 1v. 1. and his Hope, Foy,
Glory, and Crown of Rejoicing, in the prefence of our Lord
Fefus Cbrift at bis Coming. 1 Thel. 11. 19. 20. for how
can this be, unlefs their Glory and Joy make an addi-
tion to his own ¢

Now upon this Principle, what ineffable Degrees of
Glory will they poffefs, who have been the happy Inftru
ments of turning thoufands from the Error of their

C II’a)'t
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" Ways to the Knowledge of the Fuf? This will unavoid-
ably raife fuch above athers who were honeft and faith-
ful. Ner can any, on that Account, juftly cenfure the
Ways of God as unequal, or fay unto him, wbat doeft
thox? He gives to one ten Talents, to another but five,
dividing to every Man feverally as be will; and is it not
lawful for bim to do what be will with bis own? All is of
pure Grace; and he who has---and does moft, has me-
 rited no more than another: But God Severeigaly gives,
and gracioufly crowns his own Gifts,

You wll naturally judge, my Brethren, that I have
chofen the prefent Text on this Occafion, becaufe it
- §s eminendy applicable to your late reverend and pi-
- Qus Paftor; whofe Memory, 1doubt not, you have in
juft‘Veneration, as one whom God highly honoured
* with remarkable Succefs in his Minifty. Altho’ the Hif-
~ tory of his ufeful and important Life might be of fpe.
* cial Service in various Refpeéts; yet the ordinary Li.
- mit of a Sermon forbids my attempting it here, and
" confines me to a few general Sketches of his Character,
| according to my own Conceptions of it; and which I be-
" lieve will be agreeable to the Judgments of every one,
~'who had the like Opportanitics of being acquainted

~ with him.

In this Cafe, it will eafily be granted, that we are
not to make our Eftimate from that Stage of L.ife,
when broken with bodily Infirmities, his Powers were
weakeneds any more than we fhould judge of the vigour
of his Conftisution by exammmg iton aSick-Bed: But
we are to confider him in his ordmary State; when ful.

felf.
ly Himie _
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TuaT, being one of the fallen Race, he had Imper-
feGtions is not the Difcovery of a Secret: But it can be
truly faid that his very Imperfecions indicated a De-
fire todo good; and that if he failed, he fajledina De-
Jign worthy of a Chriftain, not thro’- Defeét of Ho-
nefty or Zeal, but Miftake. *

As to his Perfon, he was taller than the common
Size, and every way Proportionable. His Afpe& was
grave and venerable; and tho’ at firft View he feemed
diftant and referved, yet upon nearer Acquaintance,
he was ever found to be eminently affable, condefcend-
ing, and communicative: And what greatly endeared
his Converfation was an opennefs, and undifguifed Ho-
nefty, at the greateft remove from Arifice and Diffi-
mulation, which were the Abhorrence of his Soul while
- helived. Befides he was tender, loving, and com-
paflionate; kind and agreeable in every Relation; an
affured Friend to fuch as he efteemed worthy of his Re-
gards 3 and a commen Patron to all who he apprehend-
ed were injured, or diftrefied.

He was of 2 tn,ily' publick Spirit, and feemed to feel
the various Cafes of Mankind in General; but very fen.

fibly partook in all the good or ill, that befell his Coun-
try: And while he guarded againft being unminitter;-
ally pragmatical, yet fo far as he judged it confiftent
with his Charatter, he warmly interefted himfelf in
whatever feemed tocontribute to the Safety and Advan-
| Ca2 . tage
_ ® Jt may beof egeneral Ufe to obferve, that tho' whatever is wrong
1s to be condemned ; yet we cannot, ¥ Fuflice, form -the fame Judg-

ment of the Perfon, who, realous for Truth and Goodnefs, fails thro'

buman Infirmity, as of another who does thé fams thra’ Dithonetty, or
averfion to what is Right.
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tage of this Province in particular, He needed no
other motive to exert himfelf, -than only to be perfuad.-
ed, that the Matter in Queftion was an important pub.
lic Good: And in fuch Cafes he was much regarded, not
only becaufe of his known Integrity, but his generous
and catholic Difpofition. For altho’ he wasa great
lover of Truth, and very zealous for it’s Propagation,
}ret he was {o far above a narrow party Spirit, that he
oved and honouyred a!l, who feemed to have 3¢ Root
of the Matter in them, and made it their Bufinefs to
promote the effentials of Religion, tho’ they were, in
various Points, oppofed to his own Sentiments,

HE was, moreover, an Example of great Fortitude
and unfhaken Refolution. 'Whatever appeared to him
{ublervient to the Advancement of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom, the Salvation of Souls, or the common good
of Mankind, he purfued with Spirit; and what be did,
Le did it with bis might. 1f the End {eemed to be at-
tainable, great Obftrutions and Difficulties in the way
were fo far from difpiriting, that they rather animated
him in his Efforts; nor would he give up the Point while
one Glimpfe of Hope remained. Hence he accomplifhed
many important Matters, which one lefs determined
and enterprizing would prefently have abandoned as def-

nerate, * He would go thro’ Honour and Difhonour,
) ' thro’

* Prom among many (nftances of his Firmnefs and Perfeverance I
fi .1l feleét only two. Firft, the new Prefbyterian Church in Pbiladelphia,
a large, elegant, and ftately Fabric, owes it Ereétion to hisInfluence and
inde atigab?c Induftry, by which he procured the greateft part of the
Money in benefadions, tho’ the Houfe and burying Ground coft fome
thoufands. And notwithftanding he met with various Rebuffs, and a
ro.ugh Reception from fome; yet he defifted not untill he gained his
Purpofe. The ether Inftunce was Lis undertaking a Miflion tg great

A ritain
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thro evil Report, and good Report: And tho® he had ‘
fenfibility with refpect to his perfonal Character as -
well as other Men; yet if preferving it feemed, at any
Time, to require the Omiffion of Duty or finful Com-
pliances, he readily determined to expofe himfelf to all

Rifks; and if adhering to the Will of God,ﬂwful‘d‘ be
accounted vile, he refolved he would yet be more vile.

A GrEeAT Part of his Life was a Scene of unremitted
Labour. He ftudied hard, travelled much, angd
preached often, while his Health and other Circum-
ftances permitted.. He was inflant, in -Seafon, and ot of
Seafon 3 always about his Mafter’s Bufinefs. They who
have journied, or been often with him in Company,
could pot but obferve his conftant Endeavours to
do good by his Converfation ; to introduce fome con- -
vincing or edifying Topics; and his watching for pro-
per Occafions far fpeaking of God: And very faithful
was he in warning Sinners of their Danger, and per-
fuading them to feek Salvation in earneft. Thus he
plainly thewed how much Religion was his Element,
and promoting it the delightful Bufinefs of his Life:
How benevolent towards Mankind he was, and how
precious immortal Souls were in his efteem. Every
Advantage accruing to them, to the Interefts of Religi-
on in General, he reckoned as clear Gain to himfelf;
nor were they who divide the Spoil ever more jdyﬁif,“

| | | | than

Britain and Ireland, in order to folicit Benefaétions for the ‘C@ll@ﬁé of
New-Jerfey, of which he wus an original and: zealous Truftee, In- the

Execcution of this, efpecially at the Beginn'nl‘f‘;' he encountred nurg-
berlefs Difcouragements ; yet refolutely-perfifted in the Face of tham all,
and was finally fuccefsful beyond ail Expectation. His Lift of Benefaéti-

ons demonftrated the amaring Pains and Fatigue which the procuridg
them had coft him; and this toain an advanced Age,
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- than I have known him to be, on occafion of the hope-

~ ful Cenverfion of Sinners, whither by his own or the

" Munifiry of others ; and often has his Soul wept in fecret

Places, for the Pride and Qbftinacy of thofe who refufed
to be reclaimed.

His grear reading, with his various and long Ex-
. perience of the Workings both of Grace and Cor-
 ruption in the Heart, made him a wife and fkilful Ca-
fuit; who could refolve perplexing Exercifes of Mind
with Clearnefs, and Comfort otbers with thbofe Confclati-
ons, wherewith be bimfelf, in like cafes, bad becn Com-
forted of God.

He was a faithful Attendant on the Judicatures of
the Church, as is natural for one {o anxioufly concern-
ed for the Intereft of Religion as he was; and having
accurately obferved the effefts of a lax and negli-
gent Government in fome Churches, he became a
more {trenuous Affertor of dueand ftri¢ Difcipline.
But above other things the Purity of theMiniftry was his
Care; and therefore, at the Hazard of the Difpleafure
of many, and in the Face of Reproach, he zealoufly
urged evety Scriptural Method, by which carnal and
carthly-minded Men might be kept from entering in-
to it, and Men of Piety and Zeal, as well as Learning,
introduced.

- As a Preacher few equalled himin his vigorous Days.

- His- reafoning Powers were ftrangs; his Thoughts ner-

vous and often Sublime; his Stile lowry and diffufive;

his Manner of Addrefs warm and pathetic, fuch as muft

‘convince his Audience that he was in earneft; -and his
Voice
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Voice clear and commanding: And, in a Wotd, a!!
things confpired to make him a judicious, zeslous
popular and pungent Preacher. 'With admirable Dex-
terity he detected the bold Prefumer, difcovered the va'
nity of his Confidence, and expofed the formal Hypo.
crite to his own View. *

Dip |ie fet himfelf to alarm the fecure Sinhet? Hell,
from beneath, was laid open before him, and Deftrudi-
on had no covering; while tbe Heavens above gathered
Blacknefs, and a Tempeft of Wrath feemed ready to be
hurled on the guilty Head. Many a Sinner has trem-
bled, the Vifage of bis Countenance changed, and bis Knees
have fmitten one againft anotber ; while this Man of God
reafoned of Righteoufnefs, Temperance, and the Fudgrens
t0come. 'To this putpofe the Revd. learned, and pious
Mr. Prince fpeaks of lim, in hisCbrifain Hifiory, page,
385. “ Hefeemed to have fuch a lively View of the
< divine Majefty; the fpitituality, purity; ecxiénfive:
“ nefs, and ftri¢tnefs of his Law, with his glorious Holis

* The Reverend Mr. Prince of Bofton, a Minifiar etninent bo?hdfi.

deep Learning and exemplary Piety, in his Chriftian Hifto s 384
fay apof Mr. Tennent, “Plnr);rxvate Converfe with hith, I Z'\m;ih&to
s be a Man of conﬁderable Parts and Learning; Free, Gentle, and
‘¢ Condefcending ; and from his owh various Experience, readm -the
“ moft em!nent%"mers ori experimental Divinity, as weH as the

¢ tures, and converfing with inany who had bjen awakened by hit. l\£
¢ giftry in New-Jerfey, he feemed to have as deep an acquaintance witly
¢ the experimental art of Religiod, as any } hive cohvérfed with,
“ and ltis Preaching wis as{earching and roufing as ever I heard.” An
inPag. 390. he fayo * His (Mr., Tennent's) layifiyf Open their nrahy
4 vain and feeret Shifts and Refugss, coutitérfeit Refemblahioes of
4¢ Gz‘acé deluﬁve and damning Hopes, their utter Im tence an%o:m-

endm Danger of Deftruction; wheredy they fo

o and Refuges of Lies to fsil them, and themﬁlvcs ex o'led ‘1“: eternal
¢ Ruin, u.mable to help themfelves, and in a loft Conditlon. steil‘ch- |
*¢ ing Preaching was the fuitatle and principal Means of thclr Cen-

“ yiction.
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,.“ nefs, and Difpleature at Sin; his_Jul.ice, Truth and
«.Power in punifhing the Damned; that the very Ter-
“ rors of God feemed to arife in his Mind afrein, when

“ he difplayed and brandxfhed them in the L'ycs of un-
« rcconczled Sinners. ’

f

Dio he comfort the mourners in Zion, and en-
courage the Timorous and Self-diffident ? The atoning
Blood of 2 Redeemer, that only fovereign Balfam, was
appiied to their recentor feftering Wounds. Heaven
{miled, the Clouds were difpelled, the Sky became
ferene, the almighty Ged was fhewn to be their Refuge,
and underneath were the everlafiing Arms. Then his

. exhitarating Words dropped upon them like the Dew.

' © As his Preaching was rightly calculated, fo God blef-

fed it abundantly, and made him the Inftrument of turn-
; ing Many to Righteoufnefs, The Seals of his miniftry,
lin New-Brunfwick, and Parts adjacent, where he firlt
§ exercifed it, were very numerous. Many have I
Eknown, in thofe, and in other Parts, where he only

. preached occafionally, whofe Piety was unqueftioned,

who owned him for their Spiritual Father: And many.
I have heard of in different Places.

:_IN his Journey thro’ New-England A. D. 1740-1.
Multitudes were given him for his Joy and Crown.
This. was teftified by many eminent Minifters of Chrift
in Bofton, and other Parts, who far from envying, re-
joiced in the Grace given to him; and, unmoved by
Afelfih Prirciples, honoured him the more. Particu-

aly t.hc aiorementioned excellent Mr. Prince, in hig
‘ .. | ~ Chriftian,
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Chriftian Hiftery, Page, 390. after fhewing the Ni-
~ ture of genuine Convifions of Sin by the floly Si;i- ‘
rit, he fays, ¢ Such was-the Convx'“wns wrought ia
« many Hundreds in this Town by Mr. Tennent’s |
« fearching Miniftry; and fuch was the Cafe of thofe
“ many Scores of feveral other Congregations as well
¢ as mine, who came to me and others for Direétion
‘“ under them.” Much more to the fame purpofe may
be {een in the aforefaid Hiltory. So higlily did it pleafe
Go:l o honour this his faithful Servant, not only:in
blefling him“but making him a public Bleffing,

As he liyed to the Lord, his Death was his unfpeek-
able Gain; and his being confcious of it made him ar-
dently wifh for the pleafing, Hour, when he would emser
into the Joy of bis Lord. So tbe Hireling earnzfly defires the
Shade, the Retreat from his weanfo'ne Labour, He had
an habitual, wnfhaken Affurance of his Intereftin re~
deeming Love, for the Space of more than forty Yeazs |
But above eight Days before his Death, he got a more
clear and feeling Senfe of it thanordinary, And tho’
he lamenced that he had done fo little for God, and
that his Life had been tomparatively fo unpyofitable,
Jyet he triumphed in the Grace of Jefus Chrift, who had -
pardoned all his Sins; and faid his Affurance of Salva-
tion was built upon the Scnptures, and.was more firm j

than the Sun and Moon. .Surely Brethren, chus Chrift
- gave youof this Congregation, a vaitly precious Gift,

the fruit of his merits and Interceffion, when he fent
you a Pafior after bis own Heart, to whom /he'vouch-

fafed his gracious Prefence, that he mxght feed you <pith
Knowledze and Underfar w.ng His having been fuch,

fliouin
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fhouid excite you the more clofely and ferioufly to ex-
amine how his Miniftry has been improved.  Are there
- yetfome in the Gall of Bitternefs, in Darknefs and
Sccurity, after all. his clear, fearching, alarming,
and animating Sermons? Hear the awfull Judgement
~ of Chrift himfelf upon fuch a Cafe as this, in Mat. 11.
23. and thou Caperraum, which art axalted to Heaven,
Shsll be brousht down to Hell: For the better adapted the
Minittry was, the guilt of neglecting it is the more
aggravated.

Here he now lies; his Lips, fealed in Death, w1ll
never warm, invite, or perfuade you any more. But
from hence he will arife at the laft Day, and bea fwift
Witnefs againft the carelefs and impenitent, who heard
his Exhortations, but regarde! them.not. Think Sin-
ner, how thou wilt bear to fee him who fo earneftly
ftrove to bring thee to Glory, when he fall fbine as the
Brightnzfs of the Firmament and thou arifeff to Shame
and everlafting Contempt,

"Byt for you who have been either converted, com-
forted, or helped on in your chriftian Courfe, by his
Miniftry; you will have a moft joyful Meeting with
him in the Prefence of the Lord. O what Triumph|
‘What mutual Congratulations will be there! All hail,
happy Saints ! You fhall fhine in Glory with him, and
pafs in Company to that Houfe of God #os made with
H:nds, eternal in the Heavens. May God grant you,
© Brethren, anovher Paftor of equal Talents, Fidelity,
Piety, and Zeal; and forbid that any, but one whom
h: approves, houtd ever be intrulted with the Care of

yQur Soul, !
| Ox
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On this Occafion, I beg Leave to fay, that the very
generous Refpect you have manifefted to the Mcmory
of your once dear and venerable Minifter, fets you in a
very amiable Point of Light ; and is a rational Encour-
agement to any other Man of God, cheerfully to take
the overfight of you in the Lord.

- Asto you, Madam, the mourntul Reli¢t of the de-
ceafed, I fhall only fay, Tho’ God has taken away your
earthly Hufband, he does not intend you fhall thereby
finally be a Lofer. He will not only make all Things
work together for fpiritual Gosd: But, according to his
Word, will himlelf be your Hufband, and a Father to
your Children. Befides, ’tis but a little while, and you
fhall, Itruft, fec the loved Mr. Tennent in more bLfi-
ful Regions, and'in happier Circumftances than ever
before : And. Eternity will be long enough to enjoy
the Society of Friends, in a State where all is Perfectiv
on, and nothing amifs for ever.

FiNnaLLy, T how ammatmg is the Profpeé't of this
Glory our Text mentions, to us of the facred Cha-
ratter? may we be excited to tollow tbis Servant of the
maft bigh Ged, as he followed Chrift; and like him be
zealous and faithful in promoting pure 2nd undcﬁlcd |
Religion! Let us magnify our Office, nctby Pride and
Oﬁcptatxon not by courting the Honour which men .
can give ; tut as honeft Embaffadors naturally feek the |
Glory of the Prince who fent them ; fo let us feek the
Glory of God our Saviour! Letit be manifeft, that we
fet a due Value on the Office ourfelves; and by our

D2 Dlhocncc

t_THi1s Paragraph was drawn up, but as the Sermon was not nreach.
ed till fometime after the Funeral, and oma Sabbath Day, wihenno
Minifters could he prefong, it was not delivered,
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Piligence and Zesl, make it appear important ! For he

whois ﬁetbh.l ana negligent; renders not’ only himielf

l;\,t his BufineG defpicable, while his Conduét reprefents
1t as upworthy of much Attention.  As nothing is more
gongruous then a Zeal proportioned to the lmpor-
tance of Things; Coldneis and Indifference about the
greateft- of .all 1s Infinitely abfurd. Propriety is the
greateft Elegance, and Elegance is ornamental to every
Emtcﬂion, and whatever is- ornamental is contained
in dw:hg up the Crarader. Let us thew ourfelves above
truckiing to any, and behave like thofe who have no-
thing to hope, and nothing to fear from this World, but
gre wholly dependent on our Mafter’s Favour: For if
we be 2be Servants of Mleiy, we are no more the Servants
of God. And if their Servants, pray “what can they do
for us when our Work is done? Do we labour only for
a prefent Reward ? 1If not, can thofe Sinners whom wé
{attered, and by fiattering their Corruptions’ fuined
them; caa they Glorify us at laft; and make us fbine
Jike tke Brightuefs of ibe Firiiament, and asthe Stars for
ever crd cver? Could we but fee that bright World, a8
DPaul once did; it would engage us, as it did him,

gladly 1o fpend, and lefpent, in firiving to turn many

to Righteouinefs : 'We would rgoice in T ribslation, refif
#uto Dloed y bear all things, and mot coust ouwr Lives
themfeives dcar 2o us, fo that we might finifh onur courfe
with For. The love of Chrift, and love of Souls,
would animate all our Endedvours, and imake us beth

‘bura and fhing to the End. May God, for Jefu®
ke, give us fuch a IHeart! Amen. '

F'1 N 1 s,




APPENDIX.

\ S the Publication of the preceding Sermon was
expected fooner by feveral Weeks; an Apology
tor the Delay feems not imprower. It was occafioned

partly by -she. Author’s conftant Engagednefs in the

Buiinefs of his Station, and being for iome Time ne~
ceilarily abroad; and partiy by his waiting for fome

Anecdores, without which the late Revd. Mr. Tenaens’s

Charalter would have appcared lefs compleat.

- AR: aD1R is haturally inguifitive about every Cir-
cumflance refpetting a Man of fo great Note in the -

Church of Chrift as he was, and {o defervedly honour-
ed: But the few Moments I, as it were, fteal “-om
other nnpertant Affairs, conftrain me to wave fu... an

Undertaking; and to relate fome Particulars only, with
all due Brevity.

I pass over His teuly tefpeQable Parehtage;---his

early Piety;---his intenfe application to Study, and

Succefs in it, as being mentioned by another Hand in
the Eulegy, which ¥ had the Pleafure of peruflng, Lét
1t here fuffice to obferve, that he was born on-the 5th
Day.of. February, A.D, 1703, in the County of A7-
magh
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‘megh in Freland, He began to be ferioufly concerned
Aoy she Salvddon of bis Soul when he was about ¢
£ e of fourteen, and continued fo. for feveral Years,
‘bang cfien in great Agony of Spirit, untl it pleaied
(od to give him the Light of the Ignawledge of bis Glory
in the Foee of Fefus Chrift,

I1wvine begun the Study of Divinity in thofe Days,
‘while under the Conviction that his fpirizval State was
bud, “lie dorft not perfift in it with any View to the Mi-
nuirys but betool himfelf to the Study of Phyfic for
tie Space of a Year, before he was fatisied as to his In-
terelt in the divine Favour,

ArTER a due Courfe of Prefbytérml Trials, 'in which
he acquitted himfelf to the great Satisfattion of all
concernzd, he was licenfed to preach the Gofpel in
Maey, A5 1725, and was ordamned in New-Brun/-
wick, AL, 1726, in Autumn, - |

~ His Miniftrations, for a confiderable Time at firft,
i were veiy hughly efteemid by all who had the Privilege
i of enjoying them.  He was not only the Delight of
the Scber and Picus, but loved and honoured even by
the Protane ; o whem be was like a very lovely Song of
ene that hatk a pleafant Veice, and can play well on an In-
fruwent: And his Charaéter was as unblemithed as any
Man’s. But it is remarkable, that as foon as God be-
gan to blefs his Miniitry to the Awakening of fecure

inners, and turning them from Darknefs to‘E'gbt; (the
firft eminent inftance of which, was on Staten- [fland)
e then prefently loft the good Opinion of carnal Pro-
| feflors; his Name was loaded with Repioaches; he
- was .chargcd with Blafphemy, as affurming the divine
~ Prerogative of being a Searcher of Hearts, and pre-

tending to know, by feeing adMan’s Face, whether
‘be would be faved or damned; the groflet Immoralities

were
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were imputedto him, and, in a Worl, o/l mauner of |
evil was fpokex of bim falfly, tor Chrilt’s Sake,
But none of thefe Things \n the leaft meved bim; neither
did he count bis Life itielf dear to bim, that be might finif}
bis Courfe with Fcy. He delighted in the Crois of
Chrift far more than in the Applaufe of all Mun-
kind ; and cheerfully bore the malignant Treatment
of Sinners. | o

1 aM fenfible that the Character of this great Marn of
Ged, was drawn up in too much Hafte to have done it
Juftice; even the moft thining Parts of it could be but
flightly touched. To diiplay his noble and difincereft-
ed Zeal in the Caufe of God;---his fublime religious
Sentiments;---the humble felf-abafing Thoughts he-en-
tertained refpecting his Attainments and Progrefs in
Piety;---his courageous Faith and ervency of Spivit;
and his Honefty in F riendfhilp, &<. would require a
Volume. But after all, Defcription itfelf would be
more languid than the genuine Expreflion of his Tem-
per and Senfations, in his private Letters to his moft
intimate Friends; where he breathes his very Hearein
greateft Simplicity, without Sulpicion or Defign; and
therefore unawares charalerifes himfelf more juftly
than any other can. Inftances unnumbered might'be
collefted, but]I fhall content myfelf with a few Extrats
from fome of them, 2nd chiefly thofe written to IVBrs,
Tennent, and his own Brother,. in which none can fufs
pet but he fpoke with unbounded Freedom.

He wrote the following Things, on feveral occafi-
ons, to his beloved Spoule, when abroad. T

¢ My great Maiter yet continues to be fur;')rizingly
~ % Gracious to, and familiar with, his meaneft Sexvant,
“ This Morning has been exceeding fweet tp'my
“ Soul. Bleffed be Jehovah for his gracious Grace?

In
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 Iwanother. ¢ My great Mafter makes my Heart
% glad with his condefcending, amazing Goodnefs and
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% Grace. I feel mylelf encircled in his Arms, covered

- % with his Wings, and refreéfhed wich Streams of Lii:

““ and Sweetnets from the Throne of God and the
“ Lamb.” . |

" In another. < Coft ollyour Care on God s for be careth

- $¢ for you. Truft in the Lord for cver, forwz";z the Lo d

“ Febovab is everlafting Strengih. O he s a biding Place

< from the Wind, and Covert from the Tempefty as Ri-
- ¢ wers of Watersin adry Place, and as the Shadow of a

¢ great Rock in a weary Land  Jebovab Jefus 1sa pre-
¢¢ {fent Help in Time of Trouble, and will not fail the
¢¢ Soul that trufts in him, and tries to be in every

¢ thing faicthful to huin. O, how fweet---! how

¢« fweet---1 how fweer is the Crofs of our dear, vene-
¢ rable, and glorious Lord Jefus Chrift! Verily his
¢ Reproach is better than the Treafures of Egypt. It
¢ is a high Honour to fuifer for his Sake from Good
% and Bad. O, he makes the Spirit of Glory and of

- & .Gad 1o reff upon fuch!”

In another. ¢« My great Mafter is exceeding gr.a-

#¢ cfous to the meanett of his Servants,; and favours me
. % with his Prefence almoft continually: So that T am

% juftly aftonifhed at'lus condefceading gracious Good-
- pefs; and know not how ro think, or fpeak, ‘or

¢ write-dbout it. ‘What-fhall I'render tothee, O thou

% God of Love and Grace? 1 feel myfelf under in-
- #¢ fnue-and endearing'Obligations’ to thee, which I

é fhall never be2ble to reguite, either .on Earth oriin
. Heaven to al! Eternity. It is impoffible for a Crea-
# ture'to make edqual Retyrns for infinite Love, O,

.9 every Hair of my Head ‘was a Life, a grateful
- #¢Benfe of thy Kindnefd would incliie me to lay them

¢ .all . dewn forthee, Buteven in shis Situation, the
¢ Return
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<« Return would be languid, the Diproportion.infinite.
¢« But, dear Lord! thou art Sclf-fuficient, and need-
“ eft not our Returns. Our goodnefs extends not
¢« unto thee. Well; but blefled Father! let me have
t¢ the Privilege to acknowledge my innumerable O-
“ bligations to thy Majefty !---The Privilege to lifp
¢« the Honours of thy Excellency and thy Grace!--s-
« 'The Honour and Privilege to reverence thee!---To
« gurultin theel---And to love and ferve thee with all
« the Vehemence of miy Soul, till my dying Breath!-~
“ To gveep and blufh that 1 do not ferve thee bet-
“ ter! &c.’-ee-- o , - x

Tue following are Extra&s from Letters to.his Bro-
ther the Revd, Mr. Witlium Tennent, of various Dates,

fro. A.D. 1733. S
My dear Brather, L - o
“ Your Letter has been refrefhing to me.-e-ce-oe

* Keep drawing by the golden Bucket of Faith! Keep
“ one Eye on the Mark, and the other inward upon
“ yourfelf, and you will increafe with the Increafe of
“ God. There is enough in Jefus, my dear Brother,
‘ for the whole Earth. The Springs of Life that are
“ in hun, cannot be drawndry. How amiable is that
“ dear God Emanuel!----O thou that cameft to fave
 murdered Souls at the Expence of thy Life---! thou
“ Darling of God---! thou Wonder of Angels---! thou
‘ Centre, in which all the Lines of Beauty and Per-
¢ feQion meet! come to us, and dwell with ust O
“ dear Lamb of God, what fhall we do for thee? Ler
“ our Strength languifh and wafte 1n honouring and
¢ ferving thee! My dear Brother, let us joinkHeart and
“ Hand in feeking the Intereft of Chrift’s Kingdom!
“ The Time is fhort, the Work great, the Crown of
“ Life near: Let our Hearts flame with Love, and
“ our Lives ihiae with Holinefs! Comc,-wcomc’-m
E ““ come
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“ come, eternal Son of God, and take everlafting
¢ Poffeffion of our Breafts! Holy Jefus whatdo we
¢ here without thee? O, poor, dark Wildernefs, how
¢ empty are all thy Poffeflions! how vanithing all thy
¢ Sweets----! how black all thy Beauty, without
% my Jefus! O my Lord! my Life! my Love! my
¢¢ All! how Gracious art thou! Very dear Brother,
‘¢ my deareft Jefus has been very kind to me of late.
4 O that my Heart might burn and blaze with ¥Bve,
¢ and my E_ips utter Hofannas! Let Heavens, and
‘¢« Earth, and Sea join in Concert, and exalt my high
** God! and the Rocks break their long Siience, and
¢¢ fpeak his Praife! Grace be with you! Pray for
¢ me.”

~ In another Letter, after mentioning certain Mea-
fures and Modes of Proceeding, which appeared to him
the Effects of carnal Policy, and Coldnefs or Cowardice
in the Caufe of Religion; he fays, ¢ O my dear Bro-
¢ ther, the Prudence of Hypocrites, and many of the
¢ Pious of this Generation, though it be highly e-
<« fteemed among Men, is an Abomination in the Sight
“ of God; .a meer Myftery of felfith, {neaking, cow-
¢¢ ardly Iniquity. They get by this a good Name a-
“+ mongft the Wicked, which they call Charaiter: But
4¢ what Good do they with it? And what Comfort have
%< they in it? For my Part, 1 look on a Charatter fo
¢ got, and fo kept, to be a Scandal and a Reproach.
¢ Away with the Abomination of carnal Cunning! Let
# us come out for God as Flames of Fire, and fay
~¢¢ with gallant Luther, Madnefs is better than Mildne/s
¢¢ in the Caufe of God! Let us imitate dear and noble
¢ Zuinglius, who, when mortally Wounded in the
¢ Field of Battle, triumphed over his bloody papal
¢ Enemies, yea, and over Death itfelf, in thefe ever
¢ memorableStrains of Heroi{m, Quidvi boc Infertunii?
“ @ primitive Simplicity, and divine Fortitude, vhvhi-
‘“ ther
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¢ ther are ye fled? Surely all Fleth have corrupted
¢ their Wayy and there is none Upright among ien!

¢ Surely, furely there is no Reafon to be {cared at tiie
« precious Crofs of our dear and venerable Lord Jefus,
“ or to contrive, or come into, foft Methods to pleafe
« the Ungodly, and fcreen us from the utmoft Weight
¢ of Suffering that Men or Devils can inflit. Q, is
“ is honourable, it is ravithing, to fuffer for our deare
« ¢ft Lord; it is a fmall Expreflion of grateful Love
“ to our great and good Mafter, in Return for his
¢ unmerited, immenfe, and condeicending Love to

“ us; and therefore, if God fo pleafe,, let good and
 bad, Men and Devils, roar and rage---; yea,. lct
¢ the whole Creation come againft us, with all it’s

“ Fury and Force;----ftrip ws of every thing that is

¢« naturally dear to Mankind;---curfe us;-—~<condemn

¢ us ;---tear us to Pieces; or grind us to Powder; ig
« is fweet, it is lovely, it is precious. All kinds of
¢ Sufferings, and that in the higheft Degree that ever
« were, or can be, infli&ed by the Sons of Men, are

¢ welcome, dear Lord Jefus Chrift, for thee; and ine

¢ finitely too little in Return for thy Love. The Tef-
¢ timony of our Con{ciences, enlightned by the Holy

““ Ghoft, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not
“ with flebly Wifdom, but by the Grace of God, we

¢¢ have had our'Converfation i1n the World, is infinitee

“ ly better and fweeter than the Applaufe of the whole

« Earth. Nulld pallefeere Culpd-ae-Murus—--, The

¢« Apoftles did more Good to Mankind, under the
¢ greateft Reproach and Contempt, than we do wich
s all our fine Charaéler. Our good Name among the
s¢ Ungodly, and the flefhly Chriftians of this adulter.

s ous Generation, gotten by carnal Compliances, is to

¢ our Reproach. For if we did what we fhould, and
¢ as we fhould, they would fall upon ws and beas us:
“ for God's Bake,

E a2 - Byr '
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- ¢ Bur I muft ftop my Pen, which, from the Fulnefs

S 1

of my Heart, would write a Volume inftead of a
Letrer, and return to obferve, that the aforefaid
heavenly-Light * opened to my View, the divine
Perfeftions, both Natural and Moral, efpecially the
latter, arrayed with fuch fuperior, tranicendent, and
inexpreflible Charms, as made all the Beauty of

- Mecn and Angels, compared therewith, to appear as

Darknefs and Deformity. This View of the Divine
Excellency, (the grand Source and Origin of Being
and Good) confidered in the Deity himfclf, and as
exprefled 1n the works of Creation, Providence, and
Redemption, infpired my Soul with Admiration,
Reverence, Humility, and Love; and by its mag-
netic Force, attracted ardent Afpirations of Heart
after God as my chief Good, laft End, Centre, and
Pattern. 1 was inclined to revere Febovab, and to
love him Supremely, meerly becaufe of his own in-
trinfic Amiablenefs, Purity, and Worth, without
any Regard to mylelf at all. I could not but love
him, if he had never loved me, or fhewn me any
Kindnefs, nor ever would in Time to come. In the
mean while, 1 felt the gentle Violence of innumera-
ble, invaluable, and unmerited Benefits fhed on me,

¢ ‘in a rich and unwearied Profufion, -together with

perfonal Engagements and immortal Hopes, fuper-’
added to the former difinterefted Attraétives. All
thofe in Coniuntion fired my Soul, and ftruck eve-

¢ ry Spring of Motion. Then was I inclined afrefh

to turn my Back on all Creatures, and embrace the

Fountain and Origin of Beauty and Bleflednefs; in

whoin I clearly faw that compleat Happinefs was to

be feund, amidit all the Viciflitudes and Miferies of

the prefent Life, and in him alone: So that if there

was no future Staté of Exiftence at all, no future
- ¢ Recompence

t+ .* This was mentioned in the firft part of the Letter, not here
traufcribed, “
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Recompence, fincere Piety is it’s own Reward; yea,
fuch a one as. all the Honours, Pleatures, and Emo-
luments of this World, amafled in the Poffeflion of
one Man, cannot ballance or parallel; it’s Sweets
are {o fublime, rational, fatistactory, and noble,

¢« Amonc the Train of Graces, two have appeared
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to me, for fome Time, attended with overcoming
and endearing Charms, viz. primitive Simplicity, and
keroic Fortitude in the Caufe of God, in which the He-
brew Heroes, and the Chriftians of the firft three Cen-
turies, have greatly excelled their Succeflors. O,
when I think on thefe, the felfifb, [neaking Cunning,
the Trimming and Cowardice of moft Profeflors in the
prefent Day, appear extremely odious and defpicable
to me. It feems as if they had forgotten the Terms
of Chriftianity, and imagined that by their felly
Wifdem they could compound the Matter between
God and the Devil; between the feed of the Woman,
and ¢'¢ feed of the Serpent, and find a new Way to
Heaven which Chrift and his Apoftles never trod,
yea, a Way contrary to their exprefs Declaration.
For my own Part, 1 cannot but hate with a perfe&
Hatred the Lukewarmne/fs of this Generation, thou

covered with the {pecious Pretext of Moderation and

good Temper; and I am fure my dear Mafteris of the

fame Mind. Rev. 111. 16.

“ Tue Day after you went away, the divine Com-

‘munications filled my Soul with unutterable Sweet-

nefs, and Liberty in my dgar Saviour: 1 fenfibly

+ felt myfelf freed from, and lifted up above this low-

er World, and was willing to endure all it’s Con-
tempt and Oppofition for his Sake, and that with
rreat Gladnefs of Heart, if God fhould fo order it.
na Word, I had a Heaven in my Soul, and fpent
a good Part of the Day in Singing... I felt.a frong

o ¢ Difpofitition !

}




[ x ] ’

¢ Difpofition towards a child-like Simplicity and beroie
¢ Fortitud:; and amy relolved, in the Strength of the
% Lord, to try for growth in, and exerciie of, ihcle
* lovely Graces I'nis intercouric with the Deity has

““ continued tn a greater or lefier Degree ever {ince,

% What the Lord is about to do with riie I know not,

“ but [ am {ure that all wiil be well. I have no frar
‘. of any thing but Sin. I lcav. all Events with Free-
¢ dom and Pleafure to my Father’s Management, who
¢« I am fure never did, nor cver will, do amiic.

- Arrer mentioning fome Fatigues and Griefs, he
gdds, < Brothcr, the promifed Reft 1s at Hand: We
“ {hall foon fee our God without a Glafs; be perfecily
“ aflimilated to himy cteinaliv fing his rraife with the
“ heavenly Hoft; and fin and figh no more, no more
« for ever!”

In another Letter, after feveral admirably comp!ai-

fant and affetionate Expreffions, on a {pecial Ocgafion,
~ gowards the Conclufion he has thele Words, ¢ Brother,
¢ fhall I tell you an aftonithing Inftance of the glori-

« ous Grace of the Lord Jefus? Itis this; that one of
¢¢ the meanctt of his Servants has had his preience eve-
* ry Day, in fome Degree, for above eleven Weeks :
“ Nor is the great good Maufter yet gone. I did
% not think, that one who had backilidden fo tar,
“ would ever have got fuch a Vifit upon this Earih:
¢ But God’s Thoughts are notas ours. Now I fce,
¢ more than ever before, that the Grace of Chrift is
“ free, rich, and glorious, beyond the Words and

. Thbu%::s of Men and Angels; and that wbere Ini-

P

abounded, there does Grace much more a-

; “
Bl mhd;a--'--u---o that I may be kept from grieving

¢ the Holy Spiric! ‘O Brother, itis a Heaven upon

« Earth to live pear ‘God! Verily our Comfort does

“ .ae¢ defund fo much wpon gur outward Situation as
.. | “ 1s
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“ is generally fuppofed: No, a Saviour’s Love is all

i
i
H

< jinall. O this will make any fituation iwect, and tura

¢ the thickeit Darknefs into Day.”

- Ox Occafion of the Death of a dear Friend, having
mentioned his Per{uafion of the fad Event the Day be-
fore it happened, he writes thus; “ A View of the
¢ fhortnets of the Time I had to ftrive for her in, put
¢ my Soul in an Agony. Iabhored Food and iet my-
¢ felf ta feek the Lord with all my Mighe, and wept
¢ before him. And when Ifound my forrowing Soul
“ beginning to pray for idelf, 1 checkedit, and would
¢« not juter it co dwell there: For I thought my pre-
¢ fent Buiinefs, in that ihort Time, was not for my-
¢ felf. And this I think I may faicly fay, thatin ail
“ my Life I novor had more of a Spirit of Prayer,

““ more vehemenr Wreltlings with the moft high God,

¢« or more child-like Familiaricy with hin as a Father,
¢ than that Day. My Sympathy, and Sorrow, and
¢« Prayers for her, continued in fome Desree till fhe
¢ died; and then my Heart was peaceful and calm,

‘¢ much like as it was with King David, atcer the Child
“ was removed. What I have now meontioned is4q
“ great Support to mein the prefent Diftrefs, and what

“ [ have great Caute to blefs Febovab for to my dying
* Breath.----«O how vain is this World, and 2l it’s
¢ Enjoyments! An inexprefiible, tran{cendent Vani-
“ tyl! not worth an anxious Thought. Meer childith
¢ Rubifh and Rarttles. How uncertain our Lives!
¢ How thort, how fhort our Time! and how greac
+ our Work! O may we ferve the Lord with all the

¢ Surength of our Souls, and die to all but him! May

“ we be helped to ftrike 2 noble Stroke for God before
¢ we die, if we muft live here longer! O ii is well
¢ worth while: He 15 a blefled Mafter indeed, a faith-
“ ful trufty Friend, who will not fail us in the Hour
* of Extremity;---3 mokt compafitomate, mott tender,
and
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< and very dear Bather. O there is none like Chrift !
. & There are no Bowels fo tender as thofe of ' God him-

‘« felf. O his Love is matchlefs and ravifhing! and
““ who can fpeak enough of his pure---, his rich,---and
‘¢ his glorious Grace? O that we may obtain Mercy to

¢ be faithful to him to the Death!”

-} mave tranfcribed part of this Letter, written on

- an interefling Occafion, that the venerable Auchor may

be feen in a different Attitude; and to thew that he
had the fame general Temper, the fame Savour of

~ Religion, . in all the Changes of Life. In another

Letter, fpeaking of his earneft Interceflion for the

- Converfion and Salvation of a Youth, on whom his
- Heart was greatly fet, he has thefe Words, ¢ The

« greamnels and holinefs of God, together with the vaft-
“ moment of the Errand I was upon, and likewife a
“ Senfe of niy own Meannefs and Vilenefs, and m

| « earneft Defire and Refolution to plead for the Salva-
. tion of the Child filled me with an awe’of God, and
¢ fear of his Difpleature. I therefore entreated the

s¢ great Sovereign, that he would not be angry with

¢ me for my Boldnefs in coming fo near to his Prefence,

¢ who am {uch polluted Duft and Afhes; but that he
“ would be pleafed to give me Liberty to plead, and
¢« grant my Requeft. The Dread of the divine Majef-
“ 1y being removed, I was gracioufly allowed the Li-

. ¢ berty to come near to my great good Father, and

“ 10 beg of him the eternal Salvation of the Child,

19

with the utmoft Vehemence and Importunity, and to
¢ plead, asfor my Life, that the moft dear Soverei

“ would give me this important Requeft, which I
“ could not give up. The Fruits and Confequences
¢ of thefe uncommon Exercifes of Soul, have been
“ Peace and [weetnefs in my owp Mind, nearnefs to
¢¢ Jehovai, and a Perfuafion that I fhall obtain what
¢ Jafked. I Lave had but a few of fuch vehement

““ Wreltlings
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Wreftlings for particular Perfons, in my wheole
Life; and they have never, thai Iknow of, failed
my Expectation in one Inltance,----=--

“ Tur Almighty, blefled be his Namel has lately,
at Times, given me fuch Views of his Attributes, as
have made the whole Creation fink into a contempti-
ble Atom, in Comparifon of him, as well as render-
ed the Crofls of Chrift exceeding amiable:---Such as
have infpired me with the firmeft Fortitude, and
greateft Readinefs to face any Dangers, endure any
Difficulties, we they what they will, the greater the
betrer; or perform any. Duty T may be called to,
for the Sake of the dear Redeemer,. Sometimes 1
have been made to bluth at the Thou hts of the di-
vine Goodnefs, and to fpeak in fuch Language as
this; Why dear Lord! doeft thou love me, and follow,
awith thy continued ~mazing Kindnefs, a poor, worth-
lefs, finful, backfliding, and ungrateful Creature 2---e--

One of the wort of all thy Creation; and the very leaft,

and moft unkind of all the Children ever Jehovah bad,

or bas upon the Earib? The Light communicated

from Heaven, has made the facred Scriptures more
lovely in my Eyes, as well as ftrongly fired my publie
Difcourfes, and helped me to fpeak as ¢ Meffenger -
of God, and a Witnefs tor him, with Authority; the
Effe&ts of which I know but little of as yet; how-
ever it is a Comfort to me, in the mean Time,
that I am enabled to bear a faithful ‘Teftimony
for God. As to Succels, 1t is his Province, not
minz; and that which pleafes him, will certainly

be beft.”

‘1 might multiply Quotations from other Letters to

the fame Purpofty but prefume thefe are Sufficient to
fhew what was the general Bent of his Mind; and that
he had no dark, malignant party Scheme in View

b but
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But was Boneftly fet for promoting the Salvation of
Mankind, and the Redeemer’s Kingdom,

It would alfo be eafy, would Time permit, to ma-
niteft, that the higheft Flights of Devotion, mentioned
in thefe Letters, are Scriptural; and that none can
confiftently reject thefe as Lnthufiaim, who beliere the
Old and New Teftament to be a divine Revelations
and admit the Experiences of the Saints, there record-
ed, to be genuine,

To trace him through all the feveral Stages of his
stive and ufeful Lite; to difplay his indcfatigable
Pains in all; to advance his Matters higheft Honour,
and promote the beft Intereft of Mankind ; to recount
the many ftriking Inftances of difinterefted Zeal tor
the one, and uncommcn Labour for the other; or comn.
©  memorace the many gracious Manifeftations of the Di.
. vine Approbation, whereby he was fupported through.

out the whole Courfe of his Miniftry, neither Time nor
- Room will permit; let it fuffice therefore to view him in
. the laft Scenes of it; and fee how that important honeft
| Seafon found him. As the Death-bed Joys and Speeches
' of eminent Chriftians are peculiarly pleafant and
. anmimating; they have always been preferved with Care,
by furviving Friends, as having moft deeply imprefled
their Hearts. It will therefore, I prefume, be agree-
able to the Reader that I give a fuller Narration ogou}
venerable Mr, Tennent’s Sayings on that Occafion, as !
received them from his Brother, the Revd. Mr. #slliam
Tennent; who was prefent a Part of the Time while he
was {peaking. '

¢ About eight Days before his Death, being filled

« with the Fulnefs of God, with much Affe¢tion and

¢ many Tears, he fpcke of the Love of God in Jefus

¢« Chiiil io poor fallen Man, Aad, to the Praife of
‘¢ glorious
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% olorious Grace, re told thof: Prefent, that it was
‘% above forty-one Years fince the Lord confirmed his
“ Love to his Soul; from which Time, to that Day
¢ he never was afraid to call him Fusber. This, faid
“ he, was not owing to any Goodnefs in me: No, no:
¢ God know: I am one of the vileft and bafeft in the
¢ Creation: But of meer Grace he has done it. Lt
¢¢ any fhould mifapprehend the Caufe of his abundant
““ Weeping, he faid, I do not weep through Fear of
¢ Dcath, but from Love to Chrift. My Evidences
¢ for Heaven are more fure than the Sun and Mcon !

¢ They are founded on the Scriptures, and I as little

¢¢ doubt them.”

His Brother finding his Pulfe to change through the

ardent Exercife of his Mind, prayed him t0 remember

his weak State. Hereplyed; *¢ I know it hurts me,
¢¢ my dear Brother; but 1 .cannot reftrain. O, I am
+¢ overcome with the Love cf God! I did not expe&
“ fuch a renewed Manifcftation of his Love in this
¢« World; but he has gracioufly prevented me, O how
¢ inexpreflibly great 1s his Compaflion!--------Only
s thefe few of the ‘many excellent things he fpoke,

¢ have been with certainty recolleted. He died Sa-

turday, July 23, 1744, in the fixtv-firft Year of his

Age ; and was buried the Sunday following with much

Decency, in the front Ifle of his own Church,

Tz Enp or yuz APPENDIX. |
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A
FUNERAL

EULOGY,

Sacred to the Memory of the late Reverend

GiLsert TenvEnT, A. M.
Pattor of the Second Prefbeyterian Church, in

PHILADELPHIA.




A § the_following Eulogy, wrote immediately after
Mr. Tenneng's Death, by a ycung Gentleman of
Pbiladelpbia, is a firong Confirmation of what is related
. in the preceding Sermon and Appendsx, we bope the fub-
joiningvof ity will not be difagreeable to the Public.




A FUNERAL

EULOGY, .

T* was an Obfervation of the celebrated Rellm,
J * that nothing had a greater 'Fendency to improve
® aid ftir up in the Minds of Men, a noble Ambiton i
& theCaufe of Virtue, than to tran{mir te firture Age
= the Memories and Virtues of fuch as have done Ha
© nour to themfe.ves by their Merit, Bravery, and
& Utefulnels in the World.-—As we thereby eftablifh
® 3 living Example of the Beauty and Excellence of
* Virtue, which fometimes beyond all the Pomp and
s Power of Eloquence ferves to infpire generoas Seuls
« with a laudable Ardor of imitating the Excellenciey
« they admire.”

Heroes and Conquerors who have fought in De.,
fence of Liberty, have through every Age been eme
volled in the Records of Fame, and have {urvived the
Ruins of the Countries where they flourithed; and even
the good Legiflator who made the Rights and Liber-
dies of his People his peculiar Care, and refcued - his
€ountry from the Encroachments of Tyranny and U-
furpation, has mever wanted a Plutarch vo waft his
HNume down the Streant of Time, Bu

| ur
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BuT fhall the Hero, who bleeds with Tranfport for
his Country, alone engrofs our Attention? Shall the
wife Legiflator, who with a generous Witdom plans
the Good of Mankind, and gives a Sanction to his
Laws by his own fteady upright Deportinent, alcne
employ the Biographer’s Pen, and fwell the Page of
Hiftory 2----Shall the firm Patriot, who unbribed by
Avarice, and unbiafled by party Interc{t firove to pro-
mote the Honour of his King, become the Subject of
almoft divine Homage and Adoraticn?----And fhall
the Minifter of the evetlafting Gofpel, (than which
Charalter there can be none more grand and honour-
able) who made it his Study to recommend Tirtue
and Religion, as the only thing that would ¢levate
Man to his native Dignity, and reftore the loft Image
of his Maker on his Soul? Shall he, 1 fay, be fuffered
.to die unncticed? And fhall the Tomb where humble
Merit lies interred, be paflfed by without dropping
one Tear of Sorrow and Diftrefs? Nol----Come, then,
~.ye that would fee true Piety exemplified in a Courfe of
unreinit ed Perfeverance,---ye that would fee a faithful
Waichman ftanding on the Walls of Zion, crying a-
‘Joud and not iparing ;---inftant in Seafon and out of
Seafon;---a Man foaring above the Werld---living by
JFaith on the Son of God---benevolent to all Men--«
great without Oftentation---zealous without Enthufi.
aim,--adorning the Chriftian Liie to:a remote Period
of his Time, .and at lait exp ring in Victory and Tri.
umph.---Come and attend a few Minutes, while we
.endeavour to portray the Charaéter, and prefent to the
public View a few golden Threads from the facred
Rdantlc of the late Reverend Mr. GiLeeRT TENNENT,

Arvtuaouvcn Children derive no real Merit from the
Virtue of their Progenitors, yet it is a juft Tribute to
.the Memories of the Deceafed, to take Notice of the
Pefcenc of fuch, wlofe Iore-fathers have diftinguithed

| : themfelves
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themfelves in the Service of their Generation, inas.
much as it furnifhes Inftances of the happy Effe@s of
the good Example and Inftructions of Parents, as alfo
of the Obedience and Refignation of Children. And
fuch was the Cafe of the Revd. Mr. TeNNENT.----He
was defcended from the Reverend Mr. William Ten-
nent, a truly pious and good Man, who many Years
ago left his native Country, to vifit the uncultivated
Wilds of America, prompted by no other Motives than
thofe of promoting the Caufe of Religion in thefe re-
mote Corners of the World, where the Predominance
of Ignorance and Profanity loudly demanded his pious
Labours. After fome time he fettled a few Miles from
Philadelphia, where he became Matfter of a flourithing
little Academy, and had the Pleafure of feeing many
of his' Pupils, and in particular four of his own Sons
enter into the Miniftry, feveral Years before his grey
Hairs came down with Peace and Joy to the Grave.

H: whofe Memory thefe Pages are intended to ce-
lebrate, was diftinguifhed in a very remarkable Man.
ner by his eminent Endowments of Mind,—-a love of
Learning that nothing could abate,—-an intenfe Appli-
«cation that no Recreations could divert,--.-and his great
Proficiency in the feveral Branches of Literature, while
the Powers of his Soul were but juft opening, raifed
v 1e expetations of all that knew him;——and what
recommended thefe amiable Accomplifhments was,
that they were early adorned with the Charms of divine
Grace. It was his Study to remember his Creator in
the Days of his Youth; and as he often inculcated the
Neceflity and manifold Advantages of early Piety; fo
he might with propriety have added his own Experi-
ence of them, as an Inducement to the Votaries of
Gaiety and Pleafure to embrace the Joys that flow

from true Religion,

(» Hy
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He had no fooner cxperncnced wht it was to pafs
from Death unto Life, from a State of Nature to a
- State of Grace, than he formed a Refolution offpending
his Time, his Talents, and his All, 1n the Service of
(zo% in his Sanftuary, previous to the Accomplifh.

ent of which Defign, he devored himfelf wholly to the

u.zdy of the facred Scriptures, and his own Heart,
a1d not merely a dry Syftem of {peculative Notions.
Tle was too fenfible of the Importance of that arduous
Office to rufh into it without fuitable Preparation; and
that the beft Preparative to engage Sinners to the
pure ‘and hallowed Pleafures of Virtue and Religion,

was to know from Experience that the Ways of Wifdom
are Pleafontnefs, and oll ber Paths Peace. e knew
too well the Worth of precious immortal Souls, to re-
‘comnmend any other Foundation for the Hopes of their
future Happinefs, than what he was well affured would
ftand the Teft of beating Rains and defcending Show:
cers; and he too often revigwed the awful Den anciation
of God to the Prophet of old, to.undertake the In-
ftruction of his People, without taking . {pecial Care
that their Blood fhould not be required at bis Hands.

’I e Manner-in which he ufually preached, and the
“Indifférence with which he treated all fecular Advan-
tages, ‘abundantly evinced, that neither a Love of
popular Applaufe, nor a Defire of | promoting his own
‘Affluence or Eafe, could have been any inducement to
him to affume that haly F unction; but on the Contra-
ry, an ardent Love to Ged, and a-Defire to advance
his Glory in the World, by ploclaunmg Pardon and -
Reconciliationt through the atoning Blood of his cru-
cified Son, were his only Motives to the (.hoxce of that
novle difinterefted Prot eflion. |
As hc entered into the Miniftry in the Prime of T ife,

when s bodily Conftirution was in its full Vigour, fo
he
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- he.devoted hjs juyenile Strength and Ardour of Mind
to the Service of the Church, at & Time when their
Exertion was of the greateft Importance,----Few that
knew Mr, Tenneat Tn tha Seafon of Life, can {peak of
him without fome pleafing Emotions;-----The good old
Puritan Spirit, that had for a- Series of Years been a-
flecp, feemed to revive and ' blaze forth in him with a

genuine Luftre ;----he was indeed, like the HarBingcr -

of his Mafter, a burning and fhining Light in ke

Church., His undiffembled Piety,---his fervent Zeal,--.-

his pungency of Addrefs,----and his indefatigable Af-
{id ity 1n the performanc: of every minifterial Duty,
were remarkably eminent.  He might truly be ftiled
a Boanerges, As he knew the Compofition and make
of the human Heart, {o he knew how to fpeak to it,
and all his Difcourfes were aimed at that Fountain of
Impurity and Sin---he knew that a Reformation that
did not take its rife in the Heart, could not be of lang
antinuanCC', or 'pleaﬁﬁg in thc’Sight of G0d=; _ and
therefore always ftrove to convince his Hearers, that a
thorough Renovation of it was neceffary to Salvation. |

"As his Prefence was venerable, and his Voice com-
man.ling, fo his very Appearance in the Pulpit filled
the Minds of his Heavers with a kind of religious Awe,
“I'ho’ he was not bred upon Mount, Epar, and took
litde Pleafure in pronouncing the Anathemas of his
God, yet a deep Senfe of the Purity. and Holinefs

of the divine Nature,----the Jufticz and Beauty of the |

divine Law, and Man’; Degeneracy from them, led

hin frequently to make ufe of the Apoftle’s Laﬁguagg, |

and cry curfed is be that continueth not in all t/ot'ﬂgs

awritten in i1he Book of the Law to do them,----the Thyn-

ders and mighty Vociferations 6f 'Mount Sinai feetned

to roar from the facred . Defk- when he denounced | the
Wrath of God againtt, him that ofended by a breach
of but one of his Commandments.  God’s Law he

G2 kncty™

|
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knew to be fpiritual, and that nothing but a perfett
Obedience (which Man in his fallen State is unable to
perform)- would fatisfy its JJemands.------Hence he
made it his conftant Pra&tice to found the Alarm of
God’s Curfe abiding on tne¢ whole human Race, and
that to doom Man to evzriafting Mifery would be high-
ly confiftent with the Mercy and Juftice of JEnovaw.

BuT while he intorced that Truth of Infpiration, tbat
in Adam all die ; {0 he was no lefs warm in proclaim-
ing that, in Cbrift all are made alive.--- And he as knew
haw to wound, fo he knew how to pour the Oyl of
Confolat:on on the bleeding Confcience. The Blood
of Jefus, that facred healing Balm, was his grand Catbo-
- Jicon for fin-fick Squls. This only was what he re-
- commended " 4s% fufficient to procure Eafe to the
- wrembling S‘mn&‘, ----- when the Love of God to Man,
- 1n pouring i3 much of Deity on guilty Duft,---in fend-
- ing his darling Son into the World, to redeem a Race
. of rebel Sinners, by bearing on the accurfed Tree the
. heavy Punifhment due to Man's enormous Crimes, in
. Order to tranflate him to the Regions of eternal Joy,----
" when the Thoughts of Pardon offered to the Sons of
. Men,---Pardon bought with Blood----with the divine
- Blood of him we made our Foe----and perfifted to pro-
- voke----though woed by the tender Allurements of
- Mercy.----When thefe heavenly Themes (I fay) were
- the Subjeéts of his Sermons, his whole Soul feemed to
~kindle into a divine Ardor, his Countenance fpoke
what he felt, and like the Servant of God, when he
- defcended from the Mount of old, his very Face bur-
nithed, as it were, in the Contemplation of fuch in-
finite, fuch ftupendous Love.

Tue beginning of his Miniftry was employed in
long and tedious Itinerations, and wherever he had a
“Profpelt of doing Good, however remote the Plate
| : | might




[ = ]

m'ght be from his Friends, and however repugnant

to his own Eafe, he needed no other Inducement but

chearfully undertook the pleafing Tafk. Fatigues and
Toils, from which worldly Men, even in the Profecu-

tion of an earthly Good fthrink back, he joytully en.

gaged in ; and with a Degree of Perfeverance peculiar
to himfelf, bravely overcame thofe Difficulties, which
to fome Minds appeared at once infurmountable. We

juftly admire and love the Ambaflfador, who goes de- .
legated by his Sovereign to negotiatc a Peace between

jarring Nations, and put a Stop to the Effufion of
human Blood: But with how much greater Veneration

fhould we view the Man, who goes forth from the
Court of the King of Kings, with the Proffers of Par-

don, Peace and eternal Happinefs to the guilty Sons

of Men! When we view Mr. Tennent in this Light,

how fhould our Efteéin for his Memory and Charafter
increafe ! It pleafed God in a very gracious Manner

to crown his Labours with Succefs,----- the Energy of

the divine Spirit accompanied his Miniftrations,-----

{

wherever he went the Kingdom of Satan trembled,-----

the defolate and folitary Places bloomed like a Rofe be-

fore him,----and he became the happy Inftrument of

turning many from the Error of their Ways to the
living God. * )

His Knowledge in Divinity, in which he made great
Proficiency, was wholly derived from his Bible. And
whatever Truth he inforced, or Duty he inculcated, his
Arguments for the one, and Motives to the other, were
all taken from thofe infpired Pages, which he prized
above all human Writings ; and valued as the Charter

by which he pofleffed the HoFc, and ere’ long expect.

ed the full Enjoyment of a bleffed Immortality.

SENSIBLR

I

[
i

® For a particular Account of the Succefs ot Mr, Tennent's Preach~

ing, efpeciallyin Boflos and other Parts of New-England, {ee the ad Voo
lume of Gilles's Biliory of the Succefs of the Gofpel.
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| . Sens1sLE how much Man is dependent upon God for
. every Blefling he enjoys, and that the belt way to keep
- the kFlame of Devotion alive in his own Soul, was to
~ maintain a conftant Intercourfe with Heaven, he made
Praver his chief and moft delightful Employment.----
This was the very Breath of his Soul,----this was the
the Affylun of all his Frailues,---his Heart, like the
- Prophets l'ace, was ever fixed towards Jerufalem,----
His Manner of Praying was fuch as evidenced it to be,
- not the mere Language of the Paffions, but a rational,
- {olemn and animated Addrefs to the Great Father of
Spirits.

JArTER having laboured for many Years with much
~ Succefs in New-Brunjwick, where he was firft fettled,
- by the Advicg of his Brethren, he accepted of an urgent
- Call from the Second Preipyterian Church in Philadel-
- phia, while that Society was in its infant State, "and
- continued to exercife his paftoral Funétion there for
- upwards of twenty Years, with a Degree of Watch-
- fulnefs and Fidelity fcarcely to be paralleled. He con-
. fidered himfelf as the Shepherd of his Flock, and made
" it his Practice to lead them to the green Paftures, and
- living Fountains of Salvation, with the Care of Ore
- that knew he muft render an Account of them at the
 laft Day.. Nay he confidered himfelf as the Father of
~ his People, and as his beloved Children he counfelled,
~ warned and reproved them with all the Tendernefs and -
- Solicitude of a Father’s [ieart. He was indeed a faith-
- ful Watchman that never failed to give Warning of im-
| pqndin% Danger. The Rich, and the Poor, Blacl. and
-~ White had equally free Accefs to his Perfon, and ever
~ found him ready to hear their Complaints and folve
- their Poubts.--.---Yes, happy Souls! Ye who fat un-
- der his reftefhing Miniftry,----Ye who were the Objeél's
~ of hisLove and tendereft Care,---Ye can witnefs with

what Diligence and Fidelity he watched over you,
R ‘ bUt
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but now Alas! your dear Minifter, who loved you as

A

he loved his own Soul,.----who fpent his Lite in pro- .

moting your Intercit and Ha ppincfs,----and who led

!

many of you (I truft) to the Arms of redeeming Love,
“and taught you, after him, to tread the narrow W, Vay that

leads to rleavei,---he has winged his Way to Ixmmanu-

el’s Kingdom, and mingled wich kindred Spirits above

the Skics.------For this your Eyes drop the mournful
Tear.-----But ceafe to lament his joyful Tranfition,
and rather congratulate him on his Arrival on the (,oaﬁs
of Blifs,----- See him landed on the happy Shore, and

eckoning to you, yet toffed on the troubled Ocean, to

haften to the wifh’d for Port, where, as foon as you ar-

rive, Fefus thall wipe away all Tears from your Eyes,
and your Interveiw with him fhall no more be i: ater-

_'rupud by the intrufion of Death. -

Tue Duty and Obedience which he ever pald to his
King, and the Love he bore for his Country, abun-
dantly evinced that-the Chriftian 15 the beft Subjedt,
and he that loves God cannot fail loving his fellow
Men. He had a truly Patriotic Soul, The Liberties -
and Conttitution of his Country he ever held in the

higheft Veneration; and always endeavoured to pro=
mote a vigorous Defence of them, when the [nvaho

of the Encmies of Britain made it neceffary. Wltg'
what pleafure did he behold his facred May:{’cy Gearge |
the third---the Britifh Hezekiah---the Father of hig

People---the Patron and Friend of every thing that’s |

Good---afcend the Throne in the prime of foe, aid 4‘

early make it his Study to recommend Virtue and Re- | |
ligion by ‘his own royal Example and Encouragemcnt‘
And with what Exultation did he behold Brizrannia®s
Arms riding in Triumph acrofs the world, and makmg ~f
even the remote Indies tremble at her name! His Soul
was extended towards the whole human race, and he

ever eftimated his Happinefs in proportion to his ufe.
fulfefs
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fulnefs in the world; But his Countrymen were the
more immediate Object of his Benevelence. How did
his Heart bleed with Compaffion, at the Thoughts of
‘our poor, helplefs, fronticr Inhabitants beinz fo long
‘expofed, unpitied, to the Ravages and Depradations of
‘ruthlefs blood-thirfty Indians. Thediftant Shrieks of In-
fants, fnatched from their weeping, affrighted Mother’s
Arms, and dathed with unrelenting Cruelty againft the
Stones, peirced his tender Soul; and with Grief he
heard the free born Sons of Britain groaning away their
Lives in cruel Bondage to Savage Maiters ;------his he-
roic Soul kindled at the Thought, and ke could not
‘but exprefs his juft Indignation, when he beheld their
Perfidy and Ingratitude pafs unchaftifed: But he never
fuffered humfelf to be tranfported by a Spirit of Re..
venge and Cruelty,------ He looked for the time when
the Heathen thould be given to Fefus for his Inheri-
tance, and the uttermoft parts of the Earth for his
Pofleffion ; and therefore ardently longed, and prayed
that the Day-Spring from on high might arife and fhine
on the benighted Natives of 4mericd. This he knew
would only tame their favage Tempers, and teach them
to drop the murdering latchet, and let fall the paif-
oned Arrow; and inftead of filling their Haunts with
the Whoops and Cries of War render them divinely
vocal with the Prajfes of the Lamb of God.

. 'Waar he preached in the Pulpit, his Life preached
‘out of it.---His Difpofition, (Naturally calm) was ftill
' more fweetened with that holy Temper which the
‘Gofpel of Chrift infpires,----a genuine Serenity and
Chearfulnefs dwelt ufpon his Countenance, which he
mever failed to diffufe on all around him.---He was
charitable to the Poor,---kind to all Men---a Lover of
‘all that loved the Lord Jefus, whatever Mode of Wor-
fhip they profefled, and much beloved in all the tender
‘Endearments of domeftic Life, s a Hufband----a
'Father,---a Mafter,---and a Friend, THERE

k3
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Trere is nothing in the World, methinks, more

rand or illuftrious, than the old Age - of a Man that
gaa devoted his whole Time, and ipent his whole
Life, in promoting the fpiritual Interefts of his fellow
Creatures. We look upon the Warrior, who has fought
for his King and Country, with Admiration; and view
his Scars and fhattered Limbs with encreafing Wont
der, but with how much greater Veneration thould we
behold him, who has worn out his Strength and Con-
ftitution in the Service of the King of Kings.---The

Review of Life fills his Soul with a Pleafure, which
none but fuch as experience it can exprefs.----Whilt
he fees no ill-fpent Time to fting his Confcience with
Remorfe,---nor does he feel any Attachment to_the
tranfitory Things of this World.-~-Before him he be-
holds a calm Haven, pretpar‘ed for his Repofe, where
the Storms and Billows of Affliction can reach him no
more.----He fees a Crown of Glory fparkling with ce-
leftial Diamonds, ready to encircle his Temples, which
fills him with the moft unfpeakable and glorious
Joy.----—In this Light fhould we contemplaie Mr,
Temment 3-----His Soul, like the fetting Sun, broke
through the Clouds of Infirmity,----There was a Dig-
nity and Grandeur in his old Age,---Wifdom, the beft
of Wifdom, bloomed upon his filver Locks,---and
while the cold Hand of Time fnowed upon his Head, |
his Heart glowed with redoubled . Love for the |
Church.----His Converfation, which like the Grecian |
Sages refembled Honey for its Sweetnefs, grew more |
and more heavenly every Day, and as he had a full AL. |
furance of being reccived into the Bofom of his divine |
Mafter, as foon as he fhould refign his Breath;---the -
Rivers of Joy that flow at God’s right Hand became
now the principal Subje& of his Meditations, |

Not more dreadful to the Man at Eafe.in his Poffef.
flions, is the Approach of the King of Terrore, than he
H was
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- was welcome to this eminent Servant of God.-s-Every

Symptom of his approaching Diffolutior, inftead of fills
ing his Soul with Alarms, rather filled him with Com.
fort, and made him impatientlylong for the kind Stroke
that fhould difmifs his Soul.----After having bore a
long and tedious Illnefs with the moft invincible For-
titude and Refignation, the friendly Meflenger at laft
came with the joyful Summons. Good MR. AppisoN

~ a little before he explred faid to a beloved Relation
| ﬁandinﬁ by his Bed-fide  See! in what Peace a

¢ Chriftian may die.,”----But I invite you ¢ O ye ti-
¢ morous Souls, who are terrified at a pafling Bell,
“ and turn pale at the fight of an opened Grave, and
¢ can fcarce behold a éof’ﬁn or a Scull without a

¢ fhuddering Horror” to come and fee in what Tri-

umpw a Chriftian may die, In order to judge of the

'Reality of true Goodnefs, tis necefiary to undraw the

Curtain of the Death-Bed. For whatever Charalters
Men may affume in the World, if not agreeable to
their Confciences, they will abjure and renounce in the
honeft Hours of Death.----Come then and let us afcend
Mount Pjfgpab, and behold him, whom our Thoughts
have traced through Life, in his dying Moments ; and
in the Profpeé of the promifed Land, fee him confli&t-
ing and conquering the univerfal Conqueror, |

Is there any thing within the fompafs of human

" Thought of greater Importance in the folemn Moments
'~ of difrupting Nature, than a well-grounded Hope of

future Happinefs?----What would it have availed his
parting Spirit, juft hoverinz on the Confines of Eterniv

| ty, to have poflefied all the Riches--Honour, and Gran-
devr of the World? Could the moft extcnfive Empire,

or even an Alevander's Fame, have afforded him any
Eafe, or in the leaft Degree {weethed the Bitternels

‘of Death 2----No, nothing but a Confcience fprinkled

from Guilt by redeeming Love, and a firm Reliance
oh
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on the Promi# pf the Gofpel fupported his Hopes,
and bore him up®bove the Waves of Terror and De.
{pair..---This like adivine Light irradiated the gloomy
Vale,---and made the grifly Tyrant wear anAngel’sFacs,

- Unpamp’p by Doubt, undarkened by Defpair,  in

that folemn Hour which fheds horror on human Nature,
like fome mighty Rock, amidft a dreadful Inundation,
he ftood unmoved. Come blefled Jefus !----and why
tarry thy Chariot Wheels {----feemed to be the filent
Breathings of his Soul.——And with full Confidence
in the Merits and Atonement of his dear Redec.ner,
he gently fell aflleep,

Scftly bis fainting Head be lay
Upon bis Maker’s Breaft,

His Maker kijs’d bis Soul away
And laid bis Flefo to reft.

In God's owwn Arims be gave the Breath,
Which God’s own Spirit gave,

¥ His, was the noblefp Road to Death,
And bis, the fweeteff Grave,

BLESSED are the dead which die in the Lord, yes
Jaith the Spirit, for they ref from their Labours, and
their Works da follow them.——Yes happy Saint! thy .y
Prayers are now turned into Praifes-—thy expectation
is now perfe&t Fruition——thou art now in the full
Pofleflion of thofe Joys thy Soul fo often hungered
after—--and thou a:t now beholding the Glory of him,
whofe Face, tho’ dimly feen thro' a Veil, was thy
Support and Confolation in thy Pilgrimage through
Life !-menen--

Meruinks, I behold his Soul afcending the wide
Expanfe, amidft the Congratulations of fufrounding
Angels| Lift up your Heads ye Gates, and be ye

H 2 lifted
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Yifted up ye evir’afting Doors, that on Heir of .Glory may
enter in----Sce ! how the Spirits of juft Mewnade per-
fe&t, clufter around him, and hail his Admittance in-
to the New-Jerufalem !----With what gratetul Tranf-
port ke reviews the Paths of Life he once trod here
below, befet with Snares and Dangers 1----Now he ex-
plores the Wonders ot redeeming Love---and Hark !--.
Merhinks, T hear him finging the Song of Mofes and
the Lamb, and crying out boly, hkoly, holy Lord God
Almighty, which was, <which 15, and which is to come,
werthy art thou to receive all Honours and Praifes, for
thew waft flain, and baft redeemed us with thy Blicd, and
baft raade us Priefts and Kings 2o cur God.
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