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| 2 Cor. X. 4.
Loy toe Weapons of OWr Warfave are not carnal, but mighty,
1bro’ God, to the pulitng down of frong Holds.

'HEY who are engaged in the Gofpel Miniftry; being
l publick Perfons, will always be ong common Topic
. of Converfation. Their Words ard Actions, their
very Drefs, Main and Air, will be eritically dii-
euffed and cenfurcd.  Some obfetve them with an envious,
others with an ignerant Eye; and hence both fenfelefs and
ill-natured Remarks, will be made on them:. The Carnal
and Selfith, the Injudicivus and Prejudiced, are prone to
judge others, by themfelves. They account for the- Actions of
others, from thofe Motives, which they know would have
influenced themfelves, had they performed them. The
covetous. Worldling, whofe fordid Soul [uppefes Gain to be 1 Tim.vi. s,
Godlinefs, imagines that all are fecretly purfuing the fame
End, however they may pretend other ‘Things. The Artful
and Politick, who walk all their Days in Difguife, are per-
plexed in Search of Myfteries in the moft open Conduét ;
- and tho’ they fancy they have difcovered the hidden Motive,
t none grebe apt to be cut in their Thoghis than they..
$ich Kind of'Perflons, are not able to conccive, what they
niever felt, tH¥t any can be infiuenced by a fimple Regard to
God and Goodnefs. Hence it came, that even sbe Lord of
Glory, endured the Reproaches and ConsradiiZions of Simners, Beb. xii. 3.
ainft bimfelf : And our Context informs us, that fome
thought the Apottles walked according to the Flefp; thatis, Ver. 2.
fought themfelves as their higheft End ; induiged camal
Paflions, courted the Favour of Men, and declined Duty,
thro’ Fear of their Refentments ; and finally depended on
A 3 human
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The Power of Gofpel Minifters, &c.
human Influence and carnal Policy. They deferve a forma/

Cenfure, who thus at Random cenfire the Ambaffadors of

Chrift : Accordingly the Apoftle purpofed o be bold againjt

Juck. But think what they will, it is certain, that falthtul

Minifters, tho’ they are in the Body, and in the common
Affairs of Life, act as other Men ; yet in their Office, they
act not from flethly Principles, nor for flefhly Ends, nor
ufe carnal Methods : For tho” we WALk in the Flefb, we do
not WAR after the Flefb.

Tuis our Text proves, by plain Argument; wluch, in
Form, may run thus : .

Men who war after the Fleth, ufe carnal Weapons, as
beft fuited to their Purpofc: But the Weapons of our
Warfare are not carnal.----

Acain. Did we war after the Fleth, our Weapons would
be without Efficacy ; becaufe God, who bears nat Sinner 5
nor thole who regard Iniquity in their Hearts, would not
co-operate with them, and without him we couid do nothing.

Bu'r the Weapons of our Warfare are mighty, zbro’ ch
and prevail to the overthrow of ftrong Holds : Therefore, it
cannot be that we war after the Flefh, |

TuEe Chriftian Life, is often called a Warfare ; fo is the
Gofpel Miniftry, both in-our Text, and in 1 7im. i. 18,
Pertorming the minifterial Charge; is waring a good W arfare.
The fame is deducible, from 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4. Endure Hardnefs,
as a good Soldier , ,----and no' Man tbat wareth, entanglcth
Limfelf. "

Tue Expreffion intinpates, ‘that Minifters may expect a
formidable Oppofitioh, in the D fcharge of their Office; and
fuch Difficulties as require great Ref olutio

. Jequnter,
and ‘great Power to furmount. He that rufh¥k o?\g&o{hli
'Swords, needs not more’ Courage, than hé&fho oppofe

himfelt to the Corr uptron of Mankind, and endcavours o
reform them. =

NotHinG perhaps can fet this in 2 ﬁrongvr Point of
Light, than the Faintings and Difconfagéinent of thole v 'ho
were fome of God’s moft” eminient Servants, Mojes was
called to carry the Lord’s Meflage, to King Pharaoch. What
an awtul and oppremve Senﬁ. had he of, 1ts Importance and

Weight r
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Weight! What infuperable Mountains appeared to obitruct Exed it
his Way ! He raifed Objection upon Objection ; and tho” 3.2 +1
they were all unanfwerably folved, yet the Iimpreffion of his
Infufficiency, remained fo decp, that he perfifted in his
Requett, to be excufed from the Employ.  fle faid, fend, I Exod.iv.13.
pray thee, by the Hand of him whem thou <vilt SEND, ¢.d. Send
any other Perfon thou wilt ; for, as to me, I am altogether
unfit for the Oifice, and ablolutely averfe toit. In like Man-
ner, Jeremiab, when he was appointed a Prophbet to the
Nations, urges his Inability. Ab ! Lord God, bebold, I cannot Jer. i. 5, 6.
- [peak, for Iam a Child. And afterwards, when he perceived
his Unfuccefsfullnefs, and found himfelf viclently oppofed,
and his Chara&er traduced, he was {o entirely difcouraged,
that he refolved to quit his Miniftry : Then, I faid, 1 Jer. xx. 9.
will not make mention of him, nor [peak any more. in bis Name.
Ezekicl toc, when fent a Prophet to the Houfe of I/rael,
went in Bitternefs, in the Heat of bis Spirit.  Thefe are Words
expreflive of {trong Reluctance. Finally, the great Apoftle
of the Gentiles, tells the Corinthians, that he was with them
in IWeakne(s, and in Feor, and in much Trembling. |

Tuese were grea; Men of God, and Men of a very excel-
lent Spirit, of folid Judgment, and firm Purpofe : But they
had clear Views of the Greatnefs of their Office, the impor-
tant Confequences of it, and the Difficulties that attend it,
and a juft Senfe of theirown Weaknefs. Hence we cannot
but conclude, thatthey who defire the Miniftry, only as an
eafy and honourable Way of Life, are ignorant of its Nature,
and confequently not likely to be ferviceable in it. It is
énough to prgye a Man difqualified for. it, if he thinks
lightly of it, 4&oubts but he has in bim/elf futficient Ahility
to fulfill it, ¢ ' ~ Lo

- As by W

Ezek.iii. 14.

1 Cor. 2, 3.

afhre the Gofpel Miniftry is intended ; fo the
Weapons of it can defign nothing elfe, but the Means ufed to-
obtainits End. Thofe, in general, are Dotrine and Difci-
pline; -the clear, wife, and zealous preaching of the Word,
and Adminiftration of the Sacraments ; and the due Infliction
of Cenfures on Offenders. ' That both preaching and eccle-
fiaftical Cenfures, are intended, feems plain, from the fol-
lowing Context ; for the 5th Verfe informs. us, that thefe

Weapons
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Weapons are the Means of cafting down Imaginations, or
Reafonings, and the fancied Sublime ; or whatever proud Con-
ceits exalt themfelves againft the true Knowledge of God, and
are oppofite to the Gofpel : And the 6th Verfe teaches us,
that they are the Inftruments of revenging a// Difotedience.
The Particle, and, in the Beginningof v. 6, both conjoins
and diftinguifhes thefe Parts; and the whole Contexture
fhews, that the Apoftle does not intend the fame Thing, by
cafing down Imaginations, and revenging Difobedience. It is
therefore the eafieft Conftruction, to underftand by skar,
Dodtrine, by tbis, Dilcipline.
Now it is evident, that thefe Weapons are notof a carnal
~ Nature. They refpect not temporal, but {piritual Concerns,
Their Obje&t is not the Body, but the Mind. Fhey aim to
{ubdue the Heart to the Obedience of the Gofpel ; to foru:
the Spirit for the Service of God, and the Enjoyment of his
Glory ; not to torture the Body, er fpoil th: Eftate. No
Confifcations, Imprifonments, Racks orStakes; no ¢on-
Juiak ix, 5. fufed Noife, nor Garments rolled in Blood, are the Concomi-
tants, or Effe&s, of this Warfare. ‘
YeT, with thefc Weapons we affa <3, and fack frong
Holds. By thefe, in Congruity with the feregoing Expli-
cations, we are to underftand, all Things by which Sinners
refift the Gofpel, maintain their Ground, and defend them-
telves againft all:-its Charms : Such: avre Ignorauce, carnal
KReafonings, Unbelief, Hardnefs ot Heart, depravzd Affeftations,
Pride and Prefumpiion ; and in general, the moral Corruption
of human Nature. Againft shefe, Minifters are ro fight,

and 1befs they overcome, by the Conc\x*e of divine
On the Whole, we learn, L i

Power ard Grace.

Trar it is the fpecial Province of the MinMbrs of Chrift,
to-preach the Gofpel, and govern the Church. And, that
the minifterial Office, duly managed, by the Co-operation
ot divine.Power, is. efficacious, to fubdue and- purify tite
Hearts of Sinners.

Mpr Defign on this Subjeét, is,

1. To prove the former of thefe dotrinal Obfervations.

II. To.difcourfe of the duc Mapagement.of Doétrine and’

' ST - Difcipline;
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Difcipline; or the Pre-requifites neceflary to render them
effeCtual.

lII. To fhew what are their genuine Effects, when fo
circumftantiated.

I. I am to prove, that it is the fpecial Province of the
Minifters of Chrift, to preach the Gofpel, and govern the
Church. And,

1. THAT it belongs to a particalar Set of Men, qualified and
folemnly fet apart for that very Purpofe, f0 preach the Gofpel,
is fo plainly declared in the facred Scriptures, that none but
Deifts and Erthufiafts difpute it. We have their Qualifica-
tions defcribed, their Ordination appointed, the folemn Rites
of it ftated, their Province limited and circumfcribed, and
the {pecial Duties of it declared, and urged upon them. It
1s required, that they be eminently wife and faitbful ; and that
therefore they devote themfelves to the Study of Truth, and
furnith a Treafury of various, but u/eful Kno vledge, out of
which, as Occafion requires, they may bring forth Things,
new and old. Hence Novices, and the unlearned, are expre(sly
debared from this holy Function.

It is required, that after due Trial and Approbation, they
be feparated to this Office, by Prayer and Impafstion of Hands,
and thofe the Hands of the Prefbytery, who are themfelves
ordained : For none can regularly inveft others with an
Authority, of which themfelves are deftitute.

It is required, that they declare the whole Countil of God ;
and that they be inflant in Seafon, and ont of Seafon, in preaching
and exborting. As Stewards, they are to difpenfe to each
thetr proper Pextion ; and as able Minifiers of the New Tefla-
ment, to divide the Werds of Truth rightly. To them, the
great Treafure of the Gofpel is committed ; and they are ftiled
Chriff’s Ambafladers, becaufe it is their Bufinefs to deliver
his Meflfage to Mankind.

Now it is plain, that all are nat Ambaflddors ; all are not

Mt.xxiv. 45.

Mat. xiii.52.
1 Tim. iii. 6.

A&.xiii.2,8.
1 Tim.iv.14.

A&ts xx. 27.
2Tim. iv. 2.

z Tfm' ii.’; ‘

ordered to teach, and te reprove, with all Authority ; aif .

are not promifcuoufly Stesvards of ibe Myfteries of God 3 nor
ordained to be fuch, by the leyimg sn of the Hands of shé
Prefbytery. Are all Apafies? Are all Propbets 2 Ave all Paftors
and Teachers ? No. The Things ibemfelves manifeft, that

they
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the,y%(e pemlz'qf, and pertain only to /e, If all had equal
Authority, % exercife the minifterialOface .t P'eafure, the
Church of Chrift would no longer be a Kingaow, but a Croud; =

not an Army, buta Tumult; not a Sybew, but an Feap. [t
would he a Chaos, withou: Form, and vcid, where Contufion,
inftcad of Order, would reign. Theretore, ’tis not only
impiety, but Sacrilege, for any Man to tcke this Hoxour to

- bimfelf, but be that is called ot God, and fet‘apart thereto, as

.

Ifa. xxii. 21.
V. 22,

"-Mat. xvi. 19.

Joh. xx. 23.

1Pet. v. 2,
Heb. xiii.17.

1 Thef.v.1z.

1 Pet. v. 2.

Zech. xi. 8,
Ac.

was AARON.

2. Tue Exercife of Govermment and Difeipline, belongs
primarily to Gofpel Minifters. To them, not to the People

- 1In common, are the Kevs of the Kingdom cf Heaven committed.,

A Key was an Emblem of Authority and Government ; and
delivering it to a Perfon, denoted his formal Inveftiture with
that Authority. Thus when the Government is committed into
the Hards of EL1ak1M, the Key of the Houfe of D av1D is given
to him. So Chrift our Lord, in Effe&, deciares, that by
giving to his Apottles, the Keys of the Kingdem of Heaven,
was fignified their Power to 4ind and loofe 5 to remit and
retain Sins 3 which they could only do minifterially, by
Do&rine and Difcipline.

In the Epiftles to the feven Churches of A4fa, not the Peo-
ple, - but the Angels, are commended, when Difcipline was
duly exercifed ; and the Angels alone are reproved when it
was negle&ted. In either Cafe, it is fuppofed, that the Ex-
ercife’ of Difcipline was the Angels proper Province.

TuE fame may be evinced from this plain Pofition, that
Jesus “urisT vifibly executes his kingly Office, by eccle-
fiaftical Government ; but Minifters, and et the People,

are his Reprefentatives, The Care, and Owverfight of the

Chrichy: is comimitted to thera 3 dnd the People are com-
manicied to fubmeis tbemfelves to ‘bem, as being OVER THEM in
e Lord. 3 S
IMorrovsr, all munferigl Duty is comprifed, in feeding
sbe Flock :- But feeding it; comains the -Govermment of it ;
and is fometimes in Scripture, reftrited to Government"
alone. Hence Kings are frequently ftiled Shepherds, and”
ruling and feeding are fynonimous Terms,

Acaln,
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- Acain. It feems evidently to follow, from the divine
Comtitution, that the prime Authority muft needs be dele-

gated to Minifters,feeing by them Churches are firft gathered.

For there can be no Church, without Believers ; no Believers:

ordinarily, without the Word ; and the Word is not to be

preached, but by Minifters. This is the fixed Order of .
‘Things.---Faith-comes by bearing, and bearing by the Word of Bom. x. 14,
God.---For, how fhall they believe in bim, of whom they bave .7 - 1
not beard 2 And bow fhall they bear without a Preacher ? And
how fhall they preach, except they be fent 2 All thefe Interroga-
tions, anfwer themfelves in the Negative, ‘

I PRESUME it is too plain, to need Proof, that Minifters
are fuppofed to have Qualifications, for the Bufiiiefs of To-
vernment, as well as preaching, fuperior to comamon Chrif-
tions; and can it be conceived, that the weakeft Church
Member is invefted with equal Power and Authority ? Is
it credible, that God himfelf, would /fet thofe to judge, who
are leaft efteemed in the Church, and to judge in Matters that
are {uthicient to exercile the greateft Capaciries ? It cannot be.

OnN the Whole, methinks it would be conviétive to fuch as
differ from us on this Head, candidly to confider, wherher
the fame Charge, in Point of Government and IMicipline,
is given tocommon Church-Members, as to- Minifters ? Are
the former ever ordered to feed Chrift’s Flock ? to cenfure
Offenders? to retain Sins, and remit them? to bind and loofe?
are the divine Directions concerning thefe Matters infcribed
to them ? Or do the Scriptures take for granted, that they
all have equal Ability, and thefame Spirit of Covernment
with Minifters of the Word ? Now, if all thefe muft be
anfwered in the Negative, I fe¢ not how Minifters can clearly
fatisfy themfelves, that they a&t up to Charaéter, or fulfil
their Commiffion, if they allow: every Chriftian equal Power
in Government : For.fa doing;, they virtually relinquith the
Authority of Overfecrs, of Shepberds, of Rulers; and of the
principal Officers belonging to Chrift’s viible Kingddm.

Bu tho” Minifters are theiprimary, it does not follow, that
they only are the Governors of the Church. The Tafk
would not only be too great for them, but the Execution of
it, perhaps, too precarious. ‘A Minifter:cannot be ‘évery

v e ) i B .'thl'e‘,

l Cor! vi. +6
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where, nor always among his People ; and {o has not the
Opporzunity of knowing the Conduct ot Particulars, which
yet is quite neceflary, in order to his admitting them to,
or {ufpending them from, fpecial Privileges. And to have
none, whofe particular Office it is, to inipeét the Lives of
their Fellow-Members, of whom he might enquire, con-

- cerning their Behaviour, is an Inconvenience fo obvxous,

Num. x1.14.

1Cor.xii. 28.

1 Tim. 5.17.

that a flight Confideration may fee it.

Besipes, cenfunng is an invidious Bufinefs ; and fhould
the whole Burden of it be laid on him alone, it would not
only be opgreffive to his Spirits, but would tend to render
him odious, and confequently lefs editying to Offenders.
In thort, I venture to affirm univerfally, that every Minifter,
who underftands Difcipline, and is confcientious and faithtul
in the Exercife of it, will fay with Moskes, [am not able to
bear all this People. Therefore, for thele, and other Reafons
that might be offered, it appears altogether beft. .that fome
felect, faithtul, and 3udxcxous Men, fhould be ]omed with
hlm, as Aﬁiﬂants, in watchir~ over the Flock, and in ma-

naging the weighty Corcerns of Government. |

Now, as this 1s rational, it is not to be doubted,
but that God, who is himfelf, #h2 arizinal Reafen, and Author
of it in us, approves of this Scheiné 3 ‘and confequently allows
us the aforefaid Helps, as in the hkc Cafe he aliowed to
Mofes.  Sa then, altho’ he bas appointed his Minifters to
govern his Church, it does not follow, that ruling Elders
are not alfo of divine Appointment. We find, that God
has not only fet in the Church, Propbets, Apofles, Paflors
and Teachers » but allo Helfs, Governments: He has not only
given fome to lebour in the Word and Dolirine ; but allo
fome to Kale.

Bur itis not my Defign. to difcufs this Point at large;
but only tofay fo much as rmy guard theprecedngo&rme
- I AM now, .

II. To dif¢ourle of the due Management of Do&rme and
Difcipline ; or, the Pre-requifices neceﬁ”ary 90 -render them
effectual. .

Tue Mode of Ex;mﬂ'wn in the Text, leads me to treat
this Point, megatively and polmveky y M0 Carmaly Byt mighty,
thre’ Goa. 1. NEITHER
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1. NEITHER the End, Means or Manner, fhould be carnal.
Minilters cannot reafonably exp. & Suceefs in their Labour,
if they propofe themlelves as their End ; if they feek their
own [Honour,: and nos the Honour of bim that fent them ;
making it sheir main Bufinefs, to ditplay their Parts dnd
Acquirementsy that they may be admired and careffed. Or

LB

if they enter into the Miiftry, moved by the Love of flthy 1- Pet. v. 2.

Lucrey or that they may get their Living in an ealy and
creditable. Way. They may not ufe external Force, nct
employ other Powers, to reclaim Offenders, than thofe thoy

received from God. Let them not put on a domimeering 4%, V.3.

nor ftrive to overbear, by lantering, or tocarry a Point bty
the Influence of Riches, or outward fbowy Grandeur. Never.
let a Cenfure be inflicted to gratify .a carnal Paflion, or to
revenge a private Inwury, - There muft be no Shacdow,
either of Arbitrarinefs, or Partiality ; no preferring of one,
betore another, in Judgment ; nor artful Dilkonefty, in
perverting a Caufe. Be it far from them, either cowaraly
to ¢ruckle, or proudly to boaft, or meanly to flatter. They
fhould make Sinners. fenfible, that nothingthey can do for,
or againft them, is thie Ground either of their Hopes or Fears:
It is highly vain for any to expe, that they will gain Men
to Religion, by humouring them in their Vices : Therefore,
Minifters muft not form their Poétrines and mode, to fuit
a depraved Tafte. Itiscarnal, to fpeak with a cold Indiffe-
rence, ,when, addrefling Men on Matters of eternal Moment :
Nor is it.lefs /s, to {peak only with a meer affested Pathos.
FinaLLy, they may not depend for Succefs, on their own

Skill or Power ; their Parts or Gifts, whether natural or
acquired ; nor on the beft calctlated, and moft: orthodox
Performances, without the Congurrence of divine Influences.-
All thefe Particuldrs wjll be found, ‘on Examination, tobe
carnal, and confequently ineffetual : For, as carnal, and
mighty, are oppofed to.each other, in our Fexty it teaches
us, thap whatever is carnal, is therefore weak. Hence, that
our Wegpons may be migity, it is neceffary; not only thit.
they' be- {piritual, in: thir Naeure, but pfe({ in 2 fpititaal
Manner. This leads me,. -~ . . | '

: ' b
2. To
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2. Tothe pofitive Part of this Head ; that is, to thew the
Pre-requifites that muft concur, to render Docétrine and
Difcipline effetual. For fome Rcafons, I fhall treat of
Difcipline in the firft Place. But here lct it be premifed,

‘e a2

THAT tho’ it is not human Power, or Skill, tha* makes

~ thefe Weapons effectual, yet the greatclt Prudence is necef-

fary, in exercifing theti. For, tho” God may have fometimes
fo over-ruled Impmdencxes, as to bring Good out of them,
that can be no Rule of Procedure to us. He ordmamy
works by Means that are proper, and well adapred to the
End : Therefore, it is our mdxfpenlable Duty to ufe omiv fuch.

Hence, it will eafily appear, that, in order to exercife
Difcipline fuccefsfully, it.is neceflary,

1. To underfiand buman Nature ; and more ef] pecxally the
peculiar Tempers, Modes and' Circumftances, of thofe we
have immediately to- deal with. By this a Minifter will-
be enabled to touch the fecret Springs of the Scul, and fo
move it agreeably to the Occafion : Nor can any -one, with-
out this, advantagcouﬂy accomimodate himfelf to his Peoplc s
Cafes. ’Tis plain then, that the Knowledge ot Books and’:
Sciences, 1s not more neceflary to a Mxmtl‘er, than t'le
Knowledge of Men. -

2. To underftand the proper Forms of judicial Promfures
and to be well skilled in the-Maxims of Govérament in gmem!
For a ftrict Adherence to regular, -eftablifhéd, and acknow- -
ledged Forms; will tboth preferve a fudlcature from Confu-
fion, in the Trial of any Cuufe, and remove all plaufible’
Ground of Complaint:and Clamour againf¥'themn. But
Deviations will expofe them to be cenfured as-partial, and~
at the. fame Time, difable them as to a clear and CodVitth
Vindication of their. Integrity.. Itis necellury, - = %

- 3. "To:have -a:Spirit of Gevernment ; 1o -be capable, when
Occaﬁ n requires, both to fpeak and A& with Authority.

By this Authoritative Mode, 1 do not mean, patting on an
Ar’ of Sterrinefs and Severity ;. but rather alting, in'a Manner -
grave and compofed ; as ane conicious of Power, and:there- -
fore mndlfmayed angl, uacifturbed ; but fteady ‘and refoliste
in doing right ; keeping the Intruder or Offendsr at a due

Diftance, yet 1o as not to make him defperate, until his
'Cafe is teally fo, In
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In order to eftablifit Authority, it is neceflary to maintain
an uniform Adherence to Equity,---an evident Impartiality,
unfullicd Candouar in the Examination of the Caule,-----.
and a Tenderneis; -the Reverfe of Rigour. ~ Allow the De-
fendant’s Caufe to ftand in its bett. Light, and puat the. moft
favourzbie Conftruction on his Condu& that it can bear.
Never bind a Perfon under Cenfure, unlefs his Conlcience
can be cusvinced of the criminal Fact alledged againft him,
by ciear Kvidence and Argument: *And when convicted,
jet the Ceniure, as much as poﬂnbde 1be propertioned to the!
Fault; bur of the two Extreams, chufe rather to be under,
than ever : For the Cord of Difcipline, if it be over-firetche:!,
is inlDangzr of breaking ; the Confequences of which, always
have becn, and ever will be, very. fatal. to the Chriftian
Intersit. ¥n a Word, we muttaét fo, as to make the cen-
fured fenfibie, that we are influenced by Confeience.of Duty;
that'we feek his Advantage, and his Reputation too, fo far
as it can he preferved inConfittency with the Honour of
Redigion ;- and that we haverno By End.t IO h,rvc, ROr any
fe{ﬁju Humenrs 10 craufy. o

4. 7 is necefiaiv to baow ﬁtll oin l/u"v, the End: which
\,cuj:h es are dofigned to Anfwer.  Thele are,.the Vindication
of the Glory of God, our-Savidursy and, in Subordination
thereto, the GCvaery«and.Edlﬁcatlon of the.cenfured, the
detering of ‘others frod the hkﬁEvds, and the Removal of-
Scandals feom the Church. Tt is  unréalonable, yet it is
the Way of the World, toalctibe the Male-Conduét of one,
to all : But when the Church exercifes due Cenfures,. fhe

13

clears herfelf; --and puts 20 Silence; ke Ignorance of facksh.'- Fet- il 1s.

and- ipvidious Qblenrsers:: - By this Mitans alfo, the,Qffence
takkn by Fellow-Members,.is:removed : Bét when the ;
offending Brother is cenfured, and-fubmits| he is.then vifibly :
reclaimed, and fo. is to be received, and frcated, as tho! he
had not been guilty, e o »

IT requires great Pmdme, deep Pmetmtzo;x,, and clear
Circum/peltion, of all around us, :te know'what ;Mode.;. and
what Degree of Centure, will be neccﬂ'arv, atronece to fécure!
the Honour of Religion,. and the. Offender’s Edification ;-4
and to form every Judgment fo exaétly, as it may be a; fafe
Precedent in all future Cafcs of like Nature. THERE
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THeRrE is alfo a certain Dexterity neceffary in the Manage-
ment of this Bufinefs, which cannot be explained by Words,
nor otherwife obtained, than by exercifing ourlelves in it ;
nor by that, without an Heart anxious to do enly what is
right ;---to glorify God, fave Men, and fecure the Reputa-
tion of the Church. ’Tis fuch a Difpofition of Heart, and
fuch alone, that will fet us earneftly on devifing the propereft

ethods to win Souls ; that will dictate the moft pertinent

Matter, and {pirit our Addrefs ; and engage us to take Care,

that every Judgment we form, be fuch as we can expect will
be ratified in Heaven. |

FinaLLy, after we have done our utmoit, we muft depend
on God for Succefs. If he fecond our jult Actings, with
his Authority, they will have their Effect; otherwife not.

Tt gives: us” great Power over the Perfon cenfured, if we

have his Confcience on our Side; but it is God alone who

can give his Confcience Commiflion, to-arreft him ; which,

if it does, tho’ kis Corruptions may reluctate tor the prefent,

yet he cannot find Peace ;----he will be obliged to yield.
This is the great Advantage of alting with Integrity, and
ceniuring agreeably to the approving ‘Will of God. Here
paufe, and think, \ ,
How much fhould Difcipline be the Study of Candidates
for the Miniftry of the Gofpel! Such adiffigult Part of their
Office. fhould not be fo flightlviattended to, as I'm .affraid

it often is. . ’Fhro’ Inexpcricnée,. and the Wantcof a com--
prehenfive View of the facred Functian, ‘ they are apt to-
think themfelves duly qualified tor it} when.to theit claffical .

and phi\ofophital Learning, is added; tha ':Kmﬁifledgc of .
{yftematic Divinity. Bt this 43 comparifively a ftnall: At
tainment.  When: they are callgd to take the. Charge of &

Congregation, arid are unicquaidtedwith Govérnitient, ‘they

-

cither negleét the Exercife of it, or attempting, mifmange
it, and do Hurtiaftead of Good. This tends-to difcourage

therit; ‘and, perhaps, temprts - them to think Difcipline in

icfelt is-hoiful, whenithey: thonld father blame themfelv.s.: .
For: the: fame: Cafe:might . have: been fo managed,:that no-

Detriment, but much Advintage, would have been the
Comfequence. :

Tue.
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Tug Exercife of Difcipline will give an excellent Proof of
‘2 Minifter’s Patience and Self-goveriiment;—--of his Forti-
tude and Refolution y-—of his Wifdem and Prudence ;---of
his Tendernets and Care ;---and of his Humility.  For why?
In that he has to deal, with the peevith Humours, the Ca-
price,--the Sclﬁ-ﬂmefs,--theSubtilty,fathe()bﬁinacy,-—the Fe-
rocity and Ignorarice of fallen Mostals. Fle theretore, widely
miftakes, who thinkg it enough, that heis ablé to deal with
their Reaton and Judgment. . Were ho more neceffary, our
Work would be exceeding eafy.  But to'treat fuccefsfully
with Slaners, requires a Power to charm as wilely, as he
who would tame wild Beafts, Tygers and Serpents.
~ Ir Difeipline is negletted, the Conlequences,’ however
difregarded,are:truly laméntable. ‘The Church is repioached 5
God’s Name and Honour expofed and betrayed ;5 pious dnd
tender Chriitians, are made uneafy and grieved ; their Com-
fort. and Kdification obftructed ; Sinners are hardned, and
become more bold ; the Clean and Uiclean, the Holy and

Frofane, are-undiftinguithed 5 ftumbling: Blocks and Offences

abound ; and the Rerhoval of them becomes more and more
difficult, the longer they are neglected. Thar all thefe 2re
the Confequences of - this Neglect, -might be demonftrated

trom Scripture, and the Reafon of Fhings, did Time permir,

or were it neceffary, in-fuch-an Alkmbly. On the Whole,
I prefume it is évident, ‘that the Church'can as little fubfitt
in well-being, without Government and Difcipline, as any
earthly Kingdom. Let us next confider,

2. Tue Pre-requifites neceffary to render Docétrine effec-
tusl. * When I fay neceffary, 1 would not be underftood ‘to
mean any Thing inconfiftent with the Sovereignty of God,
who, if he pleafe, can work without, ot even by comtrary
Means: Bur I {peak according to the ftated, and ordinary
Courfe of Things. Now that Gofpel Doftrine may be
mighty, it 'is requifite,

1. Thatthe Gafid Minifter be boly, and fo have Expe-
rience in himfelf of thofe Truths he is to deliver. He who
feels what he fays, will naturally fpeak with drdowr. The
divine Sentiments come glowsing from his Heart, and tend to
kindle theHearts of hisHearers, It is natural forMen afily to

o caich
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catch each others Paflions. We fee how quickly Anger will
fly from Breaft to Breaft ; and how intenfibly a chearful
Countenance: diffufes Pleafure all around.  We are touched
with Compaflion ; that'is, we feel the Miferies of others,

- and fymphathetick Tears are extorted from us by theirs.

Fph. vi. 19,

2)_

Mat. vii. 29.

1 Cor. 1. 17,
ané 2, 4,

-

Job xxxviii.

2

1&6;1.4.

So People are engaged to hear iz earnef, when they per-
ceive, that a Minitter is in-earmeff with them. Heace it plainly
appears, that pointed and warm Addrefs is a proper, and
well adapted Mean, to influence the Hearts of Men ; and
confequently is the Mean which God erdinarily ufes for that
End. But this genuine fpiritual Ardour,- is peculiar to an
holy Man. He who is conicious in bimfelf of the certain
Reality of divine Things; who feels their Power, taftes their
Sweetnefs, . and labours under the Senfe of their Wejght and
Importance ; whofeHeart rbe Loveof Corift confirains, andZeul
for the Salvation of Souls fires ; whom the Prefence of God
and his gracious Communications #ew, and the fure Profpe&
of his Glory beregfter, animate and encourage; He, I fay,
will fpeak like @ Man of God indeed : He will open. bis Mouth
boldly, and meky manifeft the Gofpel, as it ought to be [poken
will jpeat as the Oracles of God.;---will {peak like one who
beiseves what he fpeaks, and believes it. to be inexpreflibly
areat and concerning: Wiil {peak like ome baving. Authority,

and mot as hbe Scribes.  Itis requifite, | f
2. To propofe the Dolirmes of  the Gofpel, difinflly and
clear’y. Let Mixture and Contufien, I2¥guite and Colouring,
be tar removed. Let the Zbings thesn/:lves beleen, and made
as noked as pofhible.  'This Paul oppoles to #ifdom of WWords,
and that £xcellency of Speech, which a Minjfter of Chrift
fhould avoid.. An exceflive Micety in Compofition, and
curiou. polithing, take away the Energy and Spirit, cloud
the Things of ‘God, and prevent their appearing in true
Colours ; tor they will ever appear moft grand in their na-
tive Simplicity. The Lorp of Glory ules great Plainnefs of
Speech : But Men, aficlling to be more {ubline, otten darken
Counfel,---divine Counfel,---by Words without Knowledge, It
is the truelt Learning, ‘that enabics a Minifter, to fpeck 2

W ord in Seafon to the Heary. This leads me to fay,

3. THAT
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3 “Tuxr it ivndecllary to-caltilate evangalical Difeogrfes,
ﬁ ds to wieke sbem difinguitbing 5 aid to fpeak convincingly avd
demonfiiatively totbe Cdn_[mme We muft beware of Rrength~
ping the Wicked, or d:fcouragin the Rightequs.. It is
highly critiingl, .cithér & make sbofe- Hearls fd& »lvbm tsbc Exek.xiii.22
&ord wonll pos beve made. [ad i ar to encourage thole, wb
defpsfe the Lord;: tofancy; that wb evil fhatt come upan them. , Jer. aiilar.
This is done, by ,gmng“falfc, or iifufficient Marks of faving
Grace ; or cohdeming the Chrifian’s Stafe, when ohly the
pre{yznt :Erame of Bis' Hean: is:te"bg qenfured: 3 nor docs he
any better; who gives: to diftinguifhing Marks'ef a graciaus
or carnal Statey at all ;| but- addmﬂ'ahg his' Hledrers in ke
Lamp, leaves them to divideé edch to himfelf at Pleafure.
Itis ubdou’otedly his Duty, ‘as a Stewdrd of the Myferics of Jer. xv. 1
God, to give every one bis Portion, and [eparate bettveen thé ”
Precious and the Vile, by drawing their refpeftive Characters
to the Life. - $o, ind mbfo, can-he be faid, rightly to divide ; Tim.ii. 15,
she Word.t»gf Frith. This is the. only prdjier -Method* of
attempting to'faften ConviGtion on the:Guilty, toalarm-the
Gagelefs and Indolent, and comfors. thesh £has.mourn.. Naw,
as-a pointed Form of Addrefs, is mtcnaccffzry in this Café,
however unfdfhionable it be among the-Vétaries of madera
Poligeniefs, it is really nioff eligant, for this: plam >Rczfon
becaufeiitismofl proper.. ‘But after all, .
4 THE Bower of God--is abfd}utck; ncce.(ﬁi’y, to mnder
tbe Word- effebnal. Padl may plant, -Apollos” watery bue
'tis Gob alonc.who wdn give We Increafe.  The Apoftles
had_ never fucceeded in refcrming the World, . had' their
Speech and-their Preachivg been'only with the inticiv; ¥ drds
of Man's W ifdoni,  atd nat s Demonftration of the .%rzt, 4
of Powier. :Soffe ofthen¥; might,i perhaps, Have been Mb
red:themfelves;-as amichi:as: ‘Devigfthenys; or:Cicere.; burCGhyift
and- his Gofpel, -wohld ‘lm&qcmmgla&ud ‘and:no mighty
'Effets. produced: An elegznt Difcourfe:may pldafe, . wheri
it-do¢s-pot edity-x It;may command the Ear, twhei it does
not ftrike the Heart. Bu: he who reachies with Power,
{peaks: in-the:inue Syiblinie-:: For ﬁ:»o& his Audience to
attend! to[the- Things that asa: ?oﬂcm ThrmrMhds ;are
fo.engagedy: by. fﬂﬂ Mattzf, a’ oftdn tb pegledt the' Gir-
- cumfbances
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eumfances and Nanner :-=-So rapt up,---that, for the prefent
they think little about the Preacher ; but hear the Word,
not as the fine Sentiments of a.Man, but, as i is indeed, the

. Word of Ged:i . The Preacher may, upon after RefleCtion,

be very highly efteemed ;* but at the Time, the Truths, not
the Perfon, are:admired, and fill all the Thoughts. . T&es

" ‘I'hreatnings appear terrible : Prancunced with folemn Gra-

vity, they ftrike,---they flay,---like Thunder-bolts launched
from the right Hand of Omnipotence. Then the Offers -and
Invitations of the Gofpel, delivered with Simplicity,.become
alluring,--Exhortations perfxafive, and the Promifes exceeding
precious and fweet. ‘Then divine Things appeargreat, very
great. Their exceeding Weight overpowers the Soul, and

- makes it bow down before the God of Glory, and Majetty.

A& .xxvi.28,

1. King. xxi.
27.

2. Pet. 11. 18,
Y. 20,

I am infenfibly led, .

III. To mention the Effects of Doctrine and Difcipline;,
when. circumftantiated in the aforefaid Manner; - T
.- SeiriTuaL Doftrines at leaft ever-awe Sinners, aftonifh
them, and, for a wbhile, put them to.a Stand. They put
them on ferious Refelutions, of living new Lives, engage
them a&ually to a partial Reformation, and almoft perjuade
them to be Chriftians. Nay, they fometimes {eem like new
Creatures ;. they are humbled, .and walk [(oftly ;---rejoice in
the Light of the Gofpel, and the glorious Ptofpeds it opens
to them.: They forfake their former wicked Courfes, -and
vain Companions, wko live in Erfor ; and feem to have
¢fcaped the Pollutions of the World, theo’ the Kuowledgs of the
Lord Fefus. ~ o iy

But the moft powerful Preaching, has not thefe E.feéts
on ali who are not converted by:it:: Yet it will be- 4#in-
guifbed by Effe&s of 4: diffesenc: Nature:  For the feftered
Sorés of Sinners'Loing probed, and-their Conftiences riffled,
it.galls, andtorturcsy e -provokesithes... Hence that
bitter, and- fsewmingly unactountable Spleen; and Contemprt,
which they -fo frequently manifeft againft'fuch preaching,
and fach Preackers.,” . .c .. o oo
« . Trz moft blefled: Effett of ithe Word; {o circomttanced,
is :thé . Renavatibn,: and Skn@tification of catmal ‘Heéarts'.
Thefe,: however hand, it breaks.as. .an Hairer. melts -as

Kire,
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Fire, changes their Temperature, and forms them for God.
"They are made fufceptible of Impreiions from every divine
Command. The Law engrafted, is no longer a dead Letter,
but a praftical Principle ; being written, not only on' the
Memory, but on the Heart. Hence Sin, honce loved and
indulged, is now hated and mostified ; and Hdlinefs i:
relifh’d and promoted. The Proud and Lofty, become
locol: 1m Heart ; the Turbulent, mild; and the Obdurate,
pliant and tender. God is the Objeét of fupreme Delight 5
his T'ruths are received, his Promifes confided in, his Laws
obeyed, and his Ordinances frequenied. - In a Word, ol -
Toings are pafled away, and all Things are become new.
- DiscirLing  alfo, duly exercifed, is fometimes mighty,
to reclaim Qffenders. Seconded by the Authority of God,
it often deters even the Bold, and makes otbers alfo to fear.
But if any obttinatly perfift, and reiufe to be reformed, in
that Cafe, we have in Readinefs to revenge all fuch Difobedience ;.
by cutting off the infetted Member, that the Contagionmay 1.Cor V-6,
not fpread. A little Leaven feaventh the whole Lump. And 0 5™
one Sinner may defiroy much Good.- - -~ . . 1o

Now, my reverend, much honeured, and very dear Fathers:
and Brethren; (altho’ as I prefume, everyone, upon Trial,
will find hinifelf covered with fome Degree of Cenfufion,
when he would offer‘any 'thing by Way of Exhortation, or
Advice, to thofe, whom he knows to be greatly fuperior to
him; which is at prefent myownCafe, yet) fince by your
ftated Appointment it becomes my Duty to preach to you
to Day, I moft humbly beg, and from your Condefcenfion,
I may hope to obtain, Permiflion to addrefs you, efpecially
my co-evaland younger Brethren, in a few Words.

How folemn-and awful is our Office ! how difficult. our
Work ! We¢ are nearer the Lord, than others ;. and be avill
be [anilified in them, that come mgh bim. We {peak, we act, 1., & 3
and we judge for God. And who is fufficient for thefe Things ?
How f{oiicitous thoukl we bz, that we fpeak of bim, the
Things that are right ! And that our judicial Acts be fuch as
we may expect he will ratify in Heaven!, Then will they be
¢ftablifbed indeed, How neceffary is our canftant Dependance:
on him! For he is our Strength, our Life, our Light, and

our
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our Comiio,oon ; and biithowe b we tan o notbing, We
may adn“y manage with fuch Plimfdility, as to obtain
outielves tie Sfteein of qur Hearersy but we have done
mothing to the “rpofs,. if-we have not. ¢éhgaged them to
¢lteen: the L~od of Glory, and pay:a fetious Regard to- his
Will. This '+ che Endiof onr Mhiniftry ; and: what have we
done, if it ‘s nit attuinéd 32+ Chrilt has fent us, t6 endeaveur
the favinz of Sirners, and for that Purpofe, to thew them
their Guile, offer Parden, Righteoufnefs, and Life to them,
and carneftly to befeech ' and perfuade them to..accept: the
Offer, and yield themibives to God, as thofe that are alive,
from the Dead. . Now, if- they ftiendly receive as, as Mo

bus rejeét us as: Aimfiers 4 wha Rave wt profited 2 W] hen
they ri:fuﬁ: Obedience wo the Meflage we bring from our
Mul‘cen, they reject us in our propér Charatter.  And thall
we be cortent with perlbna} Relpects, when Jefuy Chrift is
difregasded2 God tforbid: * Bt us recommend pure Ré-

- ligron vo;vhem 5 lét us.doix faxthfu}ly realoufly; and- pm~

Jonn vii. 46.

2 Cor. iv. 3.

dently ; and- i by Mak. we lofe .acik f'uvour, It ug: ot
value it, but chearfully takeouf Lior with ous Sawiour, and
our Lord: ~ Wil it becomve ud fo be honourabie whert he
is difpifed? Qr is'it meet, that the Seevant be: above his
Mafter? If the World hate us;: semembes that iv hated: hint
firt. Do we Labouy iuch iny -wain 8o didife, whd fhoks
ax.mever: Mun [pake. 1o the: Voluptuousind Coirtous foities
times deride ‘us? Jufk fo they behaved:towards:himy - Let
us, therefore, go fraight on in the Way: of Duty, #hre’
Efomour and. Difbonour- thro” evil, Repere; and gevd Report.

May we never feek our own Gilory;, but only the, Gloy af
bim tbat fent usy nor preach osyfelves, bus Chrift Yefus - b
Liord. " ‘b.et us. ever be defirous:o difappear oufblves, that
Ae .oy be: adovired, rand gloroudly exalred:: Do we. trufy

.. ; hins with our Souls ? Trafd we.-him,. then;’ with our Lifey.

our Eftare, ‘and our Character; “and dever omitc our Duty,
inv'order to conry Favour with - the Worldl. O! May we
gam am;fdmwm wnd: baﬁn@z L
-1 wonltdvnaxwHe Hochy she ! Students: bf/the Couege; hercf
pwfem,!totpf . waoﬁﬁxéﬁmmm 2R
i Jrund - N RN '
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My dear young Biethten ! Some of you, itmay be con-
chided, defigs the holy Minittry. It is well,---he that de-
Lo ity defires @ geod Work.,  Amd at this very Tiore we
s seed Afliftance,  There are a Multitude of vacant
Congregations underour Care: A Multivude, who cry after

us, defiring the Bread of Life, when we lrave none to fend,

in order t& dréak it to them. I this Exigence, their and
our Eyes atc turaed towards this College.  Spent with Toil,
we comfoit ourfelves with the Profpett of Help frony hence.
But, O !---if your Hearts are not tight with God; if you
arc.not zealous for the Honour of Jefus, and the Tnrerefts of
his Kingdom ; If you are not anxious for the Salvation of

Souls, but feek Jour own Honour and Eafe ; if you con-

form. youtfelves to the corrupt Fafte of the World, and in-
itad of evangelical; plain, and pungent Addrefs, you dnly
ftudy to be elegant and harmoniouws, while your Dif-
coutfes ate deftitute of Spirit and' Life; how lamentably
difappointed fhall we be! And how much aflartted of our
FHopes |---If you are in the Gall of Bitrersefs, whar fhall we

21

dod<-If Salt bus loft s Savoar, it 5 good for mebing. In Mat.v. 13,

fbort, if God himfelf be not with you, you will net anfwer

our Purpofe, Ror relieve us: it our prefent Exigenee. But

you cannot expect his gracious Prefence, nnlefs you hawe
avoucked bis 1o be your God ; unlefs you ultimateiy defign his
Gloty. 4 and uhrefervedly devote yourfelves to his Service,
If, then, you would comfort us; if you would refreth im-

mortal Seuls ; if youdefire, that the Bleffing of thofe who are Job xxix.13.

ready to perifb may come upon you; if you would rejoice the
whole Chiurch of God; and finally obtain the Smiles of
Ieaven, give yourfelves to the Lord Jefus in the firft Place.
Without the Pre-requifites mentioned, your Miniftra-
tions are neither likely to be profitable to others, nor pleafant
to youtfelves. For why ? YourHéart will not be in the Work,
and confequently it will appear but a dull and heavy Tafk,
What Delight can you take in feeding the Sheep of Chrift,
and his Lamébs, when yon neither 7y love him, nor them?

How will you be able to fpeak a Word in Seafon to the Weary, .

wlien you cannot natively apprehend their Cafe, having never

been exercifed unto Godlinefs yourfelves ? Who can exped, that’
you ,
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you will be tender, and cautious of hurting the Souls of
others, when you daily wound your own ? Nay, pious Peo-
ple will ftarve under your Miniftry, finding little, or nothing,
juited to their Exercifes and fpiritual Relith; the ungodly
will be hardened, and made more fecure ; and to compleat
vour Unhappinefs, God will not accept your Perfons, nor
your S--vice. Therefore, if youembrace not the Gofpel
with all your Heart ; it you depend not on Jefus Chrift for
Righteoufnefs and Strength; nor delight in Purity of Spirit,
and univerfal Conformity to the divine Law; touch not with
unhallowed Hands, thefe holy Things, leaft ye die. Hence,
ye profane ! Be far away ! | -

Your good Senfe, my Brethren, will not allow you to .
interpret this Addrefs as a Cenfure on any of you: Butyou
willdo me Juftice, if you underftand itto be the genuine
Expreflion of a ftrong Defire, that you may be uncenfurable,
blefled yourfelves, and-Bleflings to all around you.

As for fuch of you as do not defign the Miniftry, permit
me to remind you, that you are equally under Obligations
to live o God, and ferve your Generation according to bis
Will, in your refpettive Stations, Let it be your Study to
do Good, and that the moft extenfive in your Power.. This
thould be the Aim of all your Acquifitions in Learning.
What avails it, that you know more than others, if you are
not more ferviceable to Mankind, thanthey ? Confider, that
the greateft Honour which God confers on Men below, is,

-not to make them rich and fplendid, but sfeful. Thefe are

the bighly faveured of God, and, which is infinitely more,
they are themfelves Favours which he beftows on the World.,
The Kingdoms of the Earth are often given to the vilef of Men:
But thole are of an excellent Spirit, who are formed by Heaven
for the Good of Men on Earth, Therefore feck only to be,
Cood, and, if God fucceed your Purfuit of zhat, you will be
great of Courfe : And if your Hearts are upright, and your
Zeal fincere, you may expect his Concurrence. |
FinaLry, I would offer a few Confiderations to the
Hearers of the Gofpel in general, who are now prefent.
You hear, my Brethren, with what an important Autho-.
rity we are invefted ; and how.awful a Charge is committed

~ to




Sl - e

Thbe Powrr eof Gojpel Minifters, &e.

to us. We are commanded to take Care of your Souls ; and
muft be accountable, if you perith thro’ our Negledt. |
doubt notbut fome of youefteem us highly,and often hear our
Difcourfes gladly : You fhew us Kindnels, treat us friendly,
and perhaps honour us too. But, however agreeable thefe
Things are in their Place, they are far fhort of anfwering
the End we have in View : For if you count us faithful,
y0. muft of Courfe conclude that our Hearts are fet on your
Salvztion; therefore we cannot reft fatisied with perfonal Re-
gards, while you reject the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, which
we preach. We demand your Hearts for our Lord and
Matter; we infift upon it, that you freely yield yourfelves
so him ; and we urge upon you the Offers of Grace, and
eternal Salvation. We fpeak thefe Things in the Name,
and by the dread Authority, of the great God ; and befeech
yos, in Chrift’s Stead, to be reconciled to God. On this Head,
we may not, we cannot, let you 2lone.---Difcouraged and re-
pulfed we renew our Attempts.---For how can we bear to fee
you perithing, and not endeavour to prevent it ?---We muft, -
we will, cry after you, while you are within hearing, and
follow you with our Cries even to the Gates of Hell.---But
we can no more.---You are convinced, that we urge you to
what is your Duty; we have your Confciences on our Side,
and no Objection, or Scruple is pretended. Now, then,
while your Ears hear the Overtures of Mercy,. accept them ;
¥eceive the Gift of Righteoufnefs s---prefent yourfelves a living
Sacrifice to God, which is your reafonable Service ; and be not
willing to go Chriftlefs and Gracelefs away from this Place.
It you comply, you will be blefled for ever ; and be our Foy,
and our Crown, in the Day of the Lord Jefus. Now we /ive,
if ye fand faff in the Lord. Which may God grant, for
Chrift’s Sake. 4/ ME N,
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