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this Textt 'The Words are Sofamon’s, who was
not ouly an indetatigable Student of Nature, but
an accurate Obferver of divioe Providence, of
the Condu® of Men, and the feveral Confe-
quences of Adtions, divine and human. iHe
here tells us the Refult of his Refearches refpet-
ing thefe. As to Previdence, that though God
has a fpecial Regard to the Holy and Good;
yet in external Things he makes no Difference ;
but al Tlings come alike to all. As to Mankind,
that they take Occafion fiom thefe promifcuous
Difpenfations to commit Wickednefs without
Relerve : Their Heart is full of Evid: for they
obferve, that fuch as wirk Wickecnefs are fet up,
and tbey who tempt God arc even delivered. Mal.
n. 1§5. This has fometimes been puzzling to
the Pious, but has ftruck the Ungodly with
Madnefs. Hence it comes that Madnejs is in
the;r Heart while they live.

Madnefc s a Staie of Irregularity and Dif-
cornpoiurc The Perfon affeted with it, 1Is
not fixed in his Purpofe; is not irfluenced in
his Condu® by the moit engaging Motives;
pays no Regard to the DiGates of right Rea-
fon; nor is careful about what is decorous,
prechitabie, difadvantageous, or dangerous.

Now we are affured, by uncrring Truth,
that this is the Statc of the Sons of Men.
’sz
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*T'is truc, thcy make high Pretences to Wife
don, and have a Shew of it; but the Wi/
ez of this World is Teoliflnefs with Ged. 1. Cor,
iti. 1g. If Madneis were concealed in the
Eecart we could not diicover it : But ot of the
Abundance of the Hveare toe Mouth [peaketh ;
Matth. xii. 34. and {o by Men’s Words and
A&ions we come to know what is in their
Hearts. Hence, a Courfe of Life, contrary to
right Reafon, and juit Ruies of Condudt, will

evidence Heart-Madnefs.

In trcating this Sulje@, I am raturally led
to fhew wherein the Madnefs of human Hearts
difcovers itfeif. This cannot be done, but by
mentioning particular Inftances of human Con-

dudt.

And as I apprchend, that the Mcthod of
fuch a Narration is in a great Meafure arbi-
trary, I thall not attempt a nice Arrangciment
of the gencral Heads 1 naturzl Order;  but pro-
pofe them as they occur.  And,

I. Precipitant Conclufions  conceraing  Per-
fons, Things, or Oriniens, formed without
<vidence, uand often 1 Deftance of Demon-
flration to the contrary, difcover a Degree of
Madeefs, 'he Creud of Mankind determine
the moft inportant Pemts, withent we ghing

the
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= Reafors on both Sides of the Quefticn,
In their own Imagination they quickly pene.
trate Matters, which to the mdre Judicious are
abftrufe and intricate, If they embrace Truth,
it is by Accident. They contend not for Re=
ligion, becanfe they fee its proper Evidence;
but becaufe they have been accuftomed to it:
And thus they may be orthodox and regu-
“lar Chriftians, from no better Principles than
thofc from which the Zsrks are Mahometans,
Nay, they form their Judgment of Religicn,
the highet Concern of all, with more In-
difference than of the fmall Affairs of tisis Life.
Frcm hence arife the many fottith Opinions,
wild Reveries, and deftru@ive Herefies, that
pals for pure Religion with their refpetive
Votaries, divide the chriftianized World into
fo many oppofite Parties, are contended for _z
with a Peremptorinefs that krows pot to vicld
to Argament, and promoted frequently with
a biter, fometimss with a bleodv, Zeal, What
inichiigent Chriftian is there, who, withont a
Mixtare of Pity and Contempt, can obfcrve
the Profcffors of 1ifdom become Iools?2 Rom,
. 22. Hear the InQates of eternal Wifdom
pronounced Folly, with a fuperciliovns Air? and
tanciful Chimeras fubthituted in its Room? It
would feem as though the Faculty of Rea-
fon® was, to many, given in vain; while
one afferts the Ulzmes of it in Religior,
ancther
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another its Sufficiency, in ous lapfed State,
This denies the Neceffity of any divine Rea
velation ; that afferts, every Circumftance mufd
be immediately revealed. One thinks Saving
Grace confifts in moral Honefty, another places
it in the Obfervation of invented Forms. Oue
38 a Libertine, who fancics he ferves GOD
while he gratifies his Luofls; another is fuper~
ftitious, and thinks to pleafe 47m by monkith
Aufterities. One is content with a dead Faith,
‘which neither purifies the Heart, nor works
& Lrve; another is perfuaded he fhall be
faved by his good Works, though imperfect,
without Faith in the Righteoufnefs of Chrift.
This lays the whole Strefs on orthodox Prin-
ciples ; that thinks it indifferent what we
believe. Some doubt not their Safety, be-
“caufe they are of fuch a particular religious
Denomination ; others are of Opinion, that all
Denominations ftand alike fair for Salvation,
Here is a Bigot who efteems every CGircum.
ftance in Religion to be eflential, and what-
ever he believes to be right and true muft
be a Term of Communion; there is a Latie
tudinarian whofe Religion has little or nothing
"in it that is important, or worthy to be ear-
neftly contended for, Here unafteling Spe-
culation is triumphant ; there Ignorance is the
Mother of Devotion. Here Religion is drefled
s gaudy Attire, with Fewifi worldly Pomp,
~ in

L
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infomuch that its firft Inthitation is hardly at
all difcernable; there the pure external Or-
- dinances of God himfeif are rejected  with
Scorn, from a f{woln Conceit of Spirituality. ¥
Now all thefe contradittory Parties wiil be
equally ftiff and pofiive in their Norionsg
yet are all equally extravizant and menflreus:
all oppofite to divine Revelation, and the Rea-
fon of Things. Ard are ali thc(e, O my Soul!
are all thefe the ration:l Sons of Men! Are
all thefe fure they are wile! Can Truth, dw-
vine Truth, be a Syftem a Svflem did 1
fay? a Heap of Dotages! Can Reafon, ftri
Reafon, approve Contradi&tions! or r.nh,.r, mutft

we not afluredly conc'udc that Madnefs is in
their Heart <while th-, lvc?

Nor fhall we find more Wifdom in thek
Judgment of Men than of Things. They
conclude of Charatters in the Lump can
hardly fec any thing amicble and good where
fome Things dUp.c,uc ; hor are Biemifhes apt
to be difgultful where fome goocd Qualities
fhine. Superhicial Defelts hide fubitantial Ex-
cellencies from the vuigar Eve; whilft the
Abfence of all valuNe Acu,mtx hments i3
cafily ﬁxppc,f.d by mecer Scund, and empty
Show. ™ Witdcii =nd Virtue, l}l(.ai‘}'\’ cloathed,
arc defpifed ; "whiiit Ignorance and Vice, dref-
{fed in Purple, are Lonoured.  An caty Air

and genteel Addrefs, often recomimend Non
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fenfe, and make Fiateery appear Lncerpey but
an uncsath Mode wiil caufe the fame Per-
fons, to difielith undifiembled Regard, and
foitld Difcretion, Even learned ercks do
fometimes defend the very Abfuiditics of a
favouritc Author; and cenfute what s truly
fublime 1n another, Whole Communities,
nay, whole Nations, lie under the Cenfure
which belongs only to a Part, and, perhaps,
a {fmall Part of them. Thus Mankind iudge
as though Rezfon taught them to make the
Conclufion uuiverfal, when the 1 ”m“cs are
only particular, . s 1%

)
P

II. Men judge not more precipitgil]
tha~ fpe k and '1& inconfideratelv, Ho
quentiy may we {2 prener and dmp
conf No Refpeit had tg Time, or P
or ; nor a Thousht of the Ob'!lOUS
and oidabic Coafcqu ciinzs? Ilow many
live as 1f therec was no need of Caution,

no poflible Danger of mauiinr the Right, nor
any Lxtreme to be feared 3= As if not'nng
could follow from any Courfc of Condud,
and 2 neceffary Caufe wonld nnt produce
its genuine Eite@ ? -—— As if Prudence «nd
Circum pection were nicre Names, and no
Pover of Deliberation had ever been given?
They live at random, and feem to contidee
Rizht and WV rong w Ith ah( lute Indifierence.

B In
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In the rehigious Lite, ‘ome are ofrenfive,

others flumble and fall, and fome tale 0‘-
fence when nonc 15 given. Ia the civil
Life, many ruin themicives In tacir worldly
AfGirs, and others too, by Indifcretion,  Some
live above thsir Ability, engage m Muatwss
too high for them, and fall by thofe Means
by which they thougnt to rife. The un-

prudcnt Purfuit of Grandeur brings others ;

into Contempt, whiift they indy uitriops feck

to obtain a Character wiich they caunot fup- |

port; and ciimb to a Pinnacic where their
ajns are turncd, and they capnot ftand.

A Fref

- Manv i a. ’( vout Qualm, engaze m oa |

Cobfc of frit Religion, with: e 3 ration l
Senfe of s ImpurtmLC or wuv:‘/f‘g t':c(
Lake xiv. 28, They think not wighQ

and ftumbling Blocks are in the ig
What Artifices of Satin, what ANgEhents
of the Fleth, and what Terrurs of the Werld,
are combined to turn them aide,
Shrait the Gate, how rarrcic the Peti, Matth,

g

i

|

[How |

vii, 14. how arducus the Afcent, and how

deceittul and impotent their Soais, What
Scif-denial, what Humblene$s of Mied, what
Watchifulnefs and Care, and what Courage
and determinate Rf,folutlon re requifite for
*Lb Putpofe. They affure themiclves that
they will fland firm againft all Affwits,

thaurh
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though they were at no Pains to dig deep,
and found themfel=: o5z a Rock: Hence, when
the Rain a"cj'c.-.vzd's5 wI wcn the Fleods come, and
the #inds blow, and beat upen them, they
Jfall, Matth, vii. 26, 2. and are carried head—
long dewn the ttream. Hence their Good-
m'/s is as a iorung-Cloud, and vanithes like
the eariy Dew, H. Ao i, 4. They cither be-
come profane, or are taken in the Snare of
fome delufive Opinion, or Herely : They turn
azdy thor Furx from the Truth, and are
turned into Fables: 2 Tim.iv. 4. And thus
eads tiicir Religion,

ITI. Many appear to have falfe Views of
whar iszdvantageous, or hurtful; and draw falfe
Infcrences from Adlinns and Event. * In how
flrange a Lizut do tiey ook on findt Pety,
who difdain i». as mean, or avoid 1t as un-
pktaﬁf and how « "\mf‘ the Paths of Sin
to appear hon( wrebic cod bhifsful 2 Relistous
Perfons, and fpiritual Couveriation, are by
many {huamcd as though thy were dan-
gerous, while tic Foolc and Profane are
chofen for Companionz, as though they were
moit fafe. Thev are not atraid to viete
the Laws of God 5 yet they drcad his threat-
red Vengeance. Helil iz their Terror, Sin
their Sport and Entertainment, They tremble
at the Effect, yct delight in s proper

B 3 LaUk.o
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Caute. But how abfurd 1 it, mentally to |
feparate Mifery from Sin, when they can never
be feparated in Fact? The ctern:l Reafon of
Things has made their Connexion inviolable.

What falfc Apprehenfions have many of
their own Cafes? The Aged and Infirm think-
of Years to come, and hence defer their intended
Preparation fcr Death.  The Druakard never
knows his Capacity, bw thinks he may fafe-
ly veature to take the other Glafs: nor dces
the cquetous Miler ever judge truly of lus

Neceflitys and therefore .lives pocr in the
Midft of Pienty.

&very Occuirence is perverted. The Goad-
mefi 6f G O D, which would feem fufficient to
mePhard Hearts, ard form them according to
his Will, becoimres a Mean of hardening them
eminft him.  If-he gives to fome Ab#hdance
of werldiy Wealth, thev ufe it as though it
were a Licence given them to indulge Wan-
tonrels, Excefs ot Rict, Luxury, and zll thote
feniuzl Pleafures, which to ctiers are forbid-
den. If Honour and Power are conferred on
ther:, they 2&t as though they were ad-
varced abuve a fcrupualous Regard to tie di-
vise Commands,  They feem to fay, Who 1s
tre Lord, that we flould obey bim? Fxod.v.
2. Eccanfe the Wicked profper, they con-

ciude
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clude it is quite fafe to follow ther Ways:
And Gecaufe Sentence againft en evil Work
is rit [peedily executed, Ecclefviii. 11. they
are bold in Impicty, prefuming on perpe-
tu.1 Fropunity. They fee Men defpile Pie-

. and even fit in the Scorner’s Charr, yet
no vilible Evil befals them; hLence ifome
arc tempted to think divine Threats are hut
Bug-bears, and Religion but a Fancy. On
the contrary, pious People arc diftrefed, cften
feverely reproached and run down, and Lo
vifible Regard manifefted for ail their Care
to picofe God: Upon this others readily de~
termine, that 3¢ is wain fo [erv: bir. Mal,
ii. r:. Some, who macde 2 picthible Pre-
fefiion of fin@ Religion, full uwiy, anc prove
themiclves, by their Aftcr-condgadt, to Lave
been but Hypecrites: Theretore, uthers care-
fully avoid every Appearance ot Piety, that
they may avoid Hypocrify : They expect-to
be counted honeft end upsight, when they are

<

openly wicked, und glory in their Shame.

IV, Thee are Numbas why do nrit o
much s sttempt to tum toeir Judginaey,
or regelue their Paatiice, by Reaica. They
follow the Vome without Seruple, They
feel no other Teft of Trmth, tha tat o
i5 iaid by the Creas or tic Abar; nor any
Gher Pooof of the Propricty ard Gunduens
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Behaviour, bnt that it is modifh,

is to than mflecad of Reafon, and

.aences them much more powerfully than
the Authority of GOD himfclf. Let their
Condu® be irrational, let it be wicked too,
provided only it be fafhionable. Has it a
Multitude to patronizc it? then ’tis no Mat-
ter though it cannot ftand the Teft of Soripture ;
no, nor of common Senfe. The Croud, like
a Torreny, carries thefe along, and they lofe
themfelves in it. Their weak Minds are con-
fufed with the Tumult, and made giddy weth
the Glare of worldly Pomp. Sedate Thought
and calm Reafon, by Means of numberlefs

airy Vanities, lofe their Weight, and are re- |

folved into Fume and Vapoui. In this Plight,

it 15 no Wonder that they citeemn thofe con- -
temptibly weak who chufe rather to expoie
themfelves to the Cenfure of the World, :
than to offend God. They judge Reli-

gion itlelf by the Fafhion. By that they
determine which of the divine Commands
it 15 proper to obey; and which ot them,
for the fake ot Dccency, is to be laid afide.
If religious Difcourfe 1s reckoned unpolite,
a fetious Exprefiion will fhock a gay Com-
pany, and a2 fcw would go near to dif-
perfe them. Though it is the Will of God,
that Sin thould be reproved, and the Sinnet
made aihamed; yob we would oftend againit

MeGern
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modern Politenefs, fhnuld we difcover even
a calm Difapprobation of what is wicked-
ly fpoken or acted in Company. They who
would be quite acceptable to this Werld,
muft, at leapt feem, to approve what GOD
condemns, that {o none may ever be made
uneafy by their Prefence. They muft /ay fo
every cne that depifes the L O R D), and tha?
walks aiter the Lacgination of lis Heart, y2
JEall bave Peace, and no Evil fhali come u‘tmn
you. Jer. xxii. 17. But fur clv, the Ericn jhip
of tie World is Fnanty with Ged, Jam.iv, 4.

But let us procecd further, and take a View
of Men who miikike not their Duty; who
ackiowicdge the Things ibet are exccicut,
beang inflructed cut of tie Law; and we can-
not but conclude tiat they exceed i Mad-
nels.  For,

V. Multitudes continuaily connteratt their
Judginent and Confcience, when rightly in-
formed. They own the Soul to be mwore ex-
ccliciit than ths Bady, yet are moft anxious
to provide for the latter. They {pare not
Colt and Pains to cure 2 bodily Diflem: per,
while the immortal met all dllordcued1 T
quite neple@ed. Remedies are car Lfnliv fonint
for in U:ad-am s but none for an gard eart,
A I~-;ver s deplored ;  drregular and ditorted

) -
15l
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Pafiions arc imdpized.  The Bady is goroenus.
ly cloathed, and G,.ncatc!v 21, whtic the Scul
is naked, withcut Righteoufhefs, and no Bread
of Life fougit areer for its Nowiilanent. It
is of more Value than the rle ke 17%rid,
yet is bartered away for a very fmall Part of
it; for Varity, for Songs, tor Triifles. That
Heaven 1s infinitely prefersble to this Earth,
cternai Glory to temperal Felicity, 15 not di-
puted; yct Sinners chufe to live here aiways.
They are confcious to themislves, taat they
wouid deiire no othier Kiad of Bieftzdnels cha
this World =ffurds; could they Lux £2F enivy it
and enjoy 1t /ully, and kepce gralp the l‘rcv.m,
regardlefs ot the I'utare.  They acknowicd zey
thiat tnf‘y fhould make 1t the very Lufine’s of
ther Life to plaile God, and thit his -
vour 15 Imorc valuable than the Iaveur of
all Mankind; yet they gratify ticir Appe-
utes and Fumours, wnen they know they
difpicatc him in fo dong: and it they fand
fair n the Opinion of Mcn are quite care-
lefs about his A, gprobation.  Thay commeand
Virtue, but practife Vice; and while tiiey
own, that Wickednefs is the Way to 1iddl,
walk boldly on in that Way at all Adven-
tures,

Thcv confefs, that Reafon fhould cuide,
and the Paflions fhould bz governed by its

1):ctates;
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Diftates; yet when their Paffions become
caamorous, the Voice of Reafon is drowned,
and its loudeft Remonftrations no more heard.
The covetous Man is drawn into Abfurdie
ties by the Love of Money, the Volupticus
harries on in Purfuit of ruining Pleafures,
and Thirft of Praife carries the Ambitious

headlong.

 They make no fuitable Improvement of
their own Experiences, nor corre&t paft Fol-
lies by After-obfervation. The World and
its cvil Cufioms are infeCious; they have
been often canght in the fame Snare, yet
nevei learn 0 be guarded and circumfpe.
The Review of paft Scenes of puilty Plea-
fures gives griping Remorfe ; the prefent do
not fatisfy, yec muany Trials convince them
not that the future wiil furely difappoint
ithem. After drinking to Exccis, the Heart
'i:. thufty; and Hun‘mr ficceeds the moft
plentecus Repatt. In the midft of Laughter
the Heart is [irrowful, and tln, £nd of tbat
Mirth is Hm':.me/s Prov. xiv. 13. For often-
times Reafon is debauched, the Confcience
feared, the Paffions inflamed, the Conftitu-
'tion broken, Ellate ruined, and the Perfon

defpifed. Guilt is contratted, Time wafted,
and the Spirits flag by means of an im-

 moderate Elevation.  Senfual Joys cloy and
| C furfeit,
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iurfeit, but do not content: they gratify the
Brute, but ftarve the Man, and frequently | #
ruin the Chriftian. Yet, fee Maultutudes of |#
Mortals eagerly fluttering to grafp Joys, which, | ¢
like airy Phantoms, ftill clude their Em-|F
braces; and are hardly the Shadows of Rea- | ¢
lities!——difappointed, they neverthelefs ftili] [
purfue, fhiil go the tirefome Round, and tread |
the fame beaten Path, mn vain! In fine, ¢
after numberlefs Experiments, they neither §
learn the Emptinefs of earthiy Things, nor| )
the Deceitfulnefs of their own Hearts. ‘

.

{

1

VI It i1s well known, that Madnefs hur-
rics Perfons, who are affe@ed with it, ioto|
moft defperate Courfes: And this is the Cafe|
of Mankind. They know the Fudgment ¢
God, that they who commit fuch Things are
worthy of Death; Rom.i. 32. yet they do
them, and delight in them. They fin againft
plaineft Precepts, guarded with moft awful‘
Threatnings. In the very Sight of Sinai's
burning Mount, amidft the Thunders of of-
fended ‘febovab, hardy Rebels durt form a
God of Gold. Sinners are ftill the fame.
They fin againft thocking Terrors, felt by
themfelves; and diiregard =lluring Offers of
Pardon, and charming Promifes of eternal
Salvation, They fin, while they are re-
caving tender Mercies, never confidering, #bat .

2h- \
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the Gwdnefs of God flculd Yead tbem to Re-
pentance; Rom.ii. 4. and while they foffer
the InfliGions of feverc Judgments. Exam-
ples of Defpair, the fearful Ends of wreiched
Offenders, deter them not; nor are they
perfuaded to be religious by the Death-bed
Joys of pure and living Piety. Let therr

deareft Friends, and the moft leamed and

| godly Minifters, convince and befeech them,

yet will they not yield themfelves to God.
SoroMon with all his Wildom, the royal
Authority, joined with the fublimeft Strains,
of the fweet Singer of IsrakL, the perfua-
five Oratory of ApoLLos, with Peter's burn-
ing Zeal, could not turn Sinners from their
Courfe, Let Miracles be wrought, the Moun-
tains removed, the Dead raifed, the Deaf
made to hear, and the Blind to fee; even

 thefe Things will not have the Force of Ar-

E

gament with them, Uncover Deflri%ion, and
make Hell naked before them, with open Eyes
they ruth into thofe Flames. Let Angels come
from Heaven, and Fiends from the Infernals;
let cternal Raptures, and endlefs Horrors, be pre-
{ented lively to their View, they will hardly fo
much as make a Paufe. Tell them, nay fthew
them, how fottith and foolith their Way is,
yet they will not be athamed. Confcience
fpeaks, but is not heard; commands, but is
not obeyed. What fhall I fay more ?—They

C2 rufb
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vafb on God bimfelf, cn the thick Beffes of bis
Buckler, Job xv. 26. ‘They proveoke in-
cenied Omnipotence to unequai Engagement;
defy his Power, defpife his Wrath, and, like
LEvIATHAN, laugh «t the Shaking of bis Speer,
Jeb xli. 29.  They cannot fuccefsiuily contend,
nor is it pofiible to efape, yet they will not
fubmit ; == will be broken rather than bow,
and dafbed in Pieces like a Potter's Veffel,
Pfalm ii. g. rather than comply with the con-
fefledly nightecus Wiil ot God. ‘They are told,
that eternal Damnation cannot be avoided, nor
eternal Glory obtained, but only by the Me-
rits of Jesus CHRisT ; yet many, (could it!
have been thought!) many make light even]
of a Saviour | delpife the Redeemer! moit
horrid, moft defperate Thought! His exqui-
fite Agonies, his exceedingly forrowful Soul,
his bloody Sweat, the Soldlers Sccurges, the
Crown of Thorns, the cruel Mockings, the
painful and accurfed Death he endured fer
Sin, inftead of affe@ing them with Reverence
and Love to his Perfon, zre the Matter of
their Scorn; or, at beft, received with the
coldelt Indifference. O my Scud! come nst
thou 1ints thetr Secret; unto their Affembiy,
mine Fewour, be mot thou united ! Gen, xlix. 6.
~— Be cftonified, O ye Heavens, at the Mad-
nefs, tie daring Impiety, of guilty Mortals!

be
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be borribly afraid! be ye very defolate! Jer.

i 12,

VII. Madnefs difcovers itfelf in adjurd and
sarzafonable Hepes. Earthly-minded and fen-

fual Perfons hope to content their luftful Ap-

petites, by gratifying them to the full; where-
as it is plain, that ali vicious Paffions, like the
Dropfy, increafe by Indulgence: Endeavours
to fatisfy them, and by that Means to get rid

,| of their importunate Cravings, is the fame as

hezping Fuel on Fire, in order to extinguith
it, which yet orly ferves to heighten and per-
petuate the Flame. There is no Mean that
has a proper Tendency to quell mregular De-
fires, but only Seli-denial.

Some hope to obtain Heaven without Ho-
linefs; to be glericus in the Eyes of the Lord,
Ifai. xlix. . though quite unlike Him; to
dwell with Pleafure for ever in his Prefence,
though Enemies in their Minds by <wicked Wirks;
Col. 1. 21. and to enjoy fpiritual Bleflednefs,
while they carnalize their AffeCtions, and more
end more indifpofe themielves to relith ir.
Thus they feparate what GO D las jeined
together, while they expet the End without
the appointed Means. They hope to be par-
doned without an Heart-purifying l2ith, and
accepted of God without the imputad Righe-

coulnuls
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couinefs of Chrift: —— to be embraced by
that Mercy which they grofslv abufe, and
fpared by that Patience which they continue
to provoke. Nay, they propofe what 15 ob-
vicufly impoffible; to live with the Wicked,

the Worldly, and Debauched, and yet to dic

with the Holy and Self-denied : —to be Fol-
lowers of the meek and humble Jefus, and yet
indulge ‘Wrath and Ambation : and to be
happy without friendly Intercourfe with the
Father of their Spirits, and Fountain of Blifs;
and hence live contented without saving Fel-
lowfbip wwith the Fatber and bis Som Fefus Corifi.
t John 1. 3. Though all fallible, and prone
to deceive, they neverthelels depend more

firmly on each others Word, than on the |
Promife and Oath of God, wbe cannot ke,

Tit. i. 2. They hope to get Vi€tory ever Sin
by flothful Withes, without ftriving carneft-
ly againft i, and to become fome bow good,
without ever exercifing themfelves unto Godii-
aefs. 1 Tim.v. 7. O! what thocking Difap-
pointments will fuch Hopes meet with! The
higher they rife, the more dreadful their Fall!
They will all be cut dezon like a Tree, Job
xix. 10. and end in certain Defpair.

VIIL Madnefs appears in the precaricus
Ficklenefs of human Hearts. Mankind are
blown hither and thither, like withered

Leaves

|
:
|

!
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Leaves in Autum, or like Chaff, the Sport
of Winds. They are not only contradi
to cach other, but the fame Individual 1s
diicordant with himfelf. One Thing is ap-
proved in the Morning, the Contrary in the
Evening. Now Love is predominant, but
the next Pulfe beats Difaffe@ion to the fame
Objet. This Hour the Sinner, difturbed m
Mind, reje@®s a favourite Luft with Abhor-
rence; the mexs he recalls and embraces it.
He now refolves to be religious in Earneft,
but prefently defers it till To-morrow; and
when the Morrow is come, he has forgot-
ten the Whole. Now the Judgment is clear,
and Things appear in comely Order; now
it is covered with Clouds, and what was
Order becomes Confefion. Now the Heart
1s calm, eafy, and pliant; now a Tempeit
ruffies the Bofom, and Obftinacy that can-
not bend, takesPlace. Now Mercy and Kind-
nefs fweeten the Temper, which is prefently
foured by Revenge and Morofenefs. Now
he fteers a fteady Courfe this Way, but turns
to a different Point with the ncxt veering
Gale. Excelleut Sentiments are quickly blot-
ted, and the laft Imprefhions ftill razed out
by the next fucceeding. A determinate and
fixed Refolve but mocks the QObferver, and
feems more like the Efte@ of Chance, than
of Judgment and Deliberatioa.

How
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How ludicrous are the quick Changes of
Cuftoms and Fathions! yet each of them
approved, and each of them cenfured in its
Turn, by the very fame Perfons! Now it
pleafes; now it gives Difguft; and now it
pleafes again. The Gay and Fafhionable, and
they who live in affluent Circamftances, are
bufied too, and even perplexed, in the Va-
riety of Vanity; and wearied in the giddy
Chace, and though many of them are,
in fome lefler Points, more polifhed than others,
yet they afford us a profpe, not more rational,
nor lefs wild, than thofe they deipile. World=-
ly Profperity, perverted from its Ufe by human
Depravity, makes their Paffions impetuous,
their Impatience viclent, and their judgment
weak. This being the Charalter, though nof
of all, yet of the greater Part of thofe who
glory 1n bigh Life, what can follow from it
but a wild Inconftancy! O my Soul !
how cvanid are human Thoughts, and hu-
man Things! How delufive the Scenes of
mortal Pleafures! and how little Reafon is
there to depend on the Power, or Wifdom,
or Fidelity of the fallen human Race ! Tru#
not in Princes themfelves, nor in the Son of
Mun, in awkom there is no Help : Pfal. cxlvi.
3. but rather, ceafe from Man, whefe Breath
s 112 Las Nofirtls; for wherein is Le to le
acccunted off ¢ Iai i, 22, Thele Charafters

are
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are no Fittions, nor Kxaggerations of the
Truth, but are all taken from the Life: And
though the half is not told, yet in what a
fhocking Point of Light do even thefe rough
and 1mperfect Sketches fet Mankind !

But what aggravates this Mudnefs to the
higheft Degree, is, that ajter all they go to
the Dead. Solemn Confideration! The
Gay and Jovial, the Rich, the Great, the
| Poor and Mean, the Sorrowful and AfRiGted,—
all depart hence, and are feen no more
among the Living! Sec whole Ages {wept
away by the Befom of Deflruiticn ! Ifai. xiv.
23. noify and buftling Millions filent in the
i Duft! and all their mortal Honours, their
fenfual Joys, and earthly Cares, are for ever
departed with them. What Authont or
Empire have Alexander the Great, Cj'ru:,

! Cd'[ar now? Where are their Favourites, their
| Friends, their Flatierers, and their Subje(ts?

- Who fears their Frowns, trembles at their
Threats, or courts their Favour, 1n the Houfe of
Silence? And what do their Triumphs and
Spoils avail them now? Implacable Enemies
are hufhed into everlafting Peace. Are sbefz
{ the Men that made the Earth tremble? that
ook Kingdoms?2 lfai. xiv. 16. they are be-
' come weak as the meaneft; (v. 10.) their
- Pomp is brought down to the Gr ave ; the Worm

15 {pread wnder them, and the IV rms cover
D them.
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tbem. ver. 11. Thus Mankind, n every Age,
buftie and die. Like Bubbles, they are blown
up, glitter, and break: like Flowers, they
fpring, bloom, and are cut down: and lke
Shadyws they pa’s away, and continuz not. Job
xiv. 2. But whither do they pats® Where
thall our curious, or rather follicitous Thoughts

foliow them ? Is Death the End of their Exift- ‘

ence: No. After that comes the Judgment.
Heb. ix. 27. ‘rhey are fummoned to appear
before the auguit, the impartial, and fovercign
Judge; they ftand at his Bar, and hear an
irrevocable Doom. What Doom? Can we
bear to contemplate the State of thofe, who
madly provoked. their Judge, and perfifted
impenitent > Does not the Heart recoil, the !
Imagination ftartle, at the direful Thought of
an horible Gloom, -- Regions cf eternal De- |
fpair,-- the Steam of Sulphur mixed with un-
quenchable Fire, — the torturing Gripes, the ]i
reientlefs Lathes of a guilty Conicience, that |
anawing, never-dying Vulture,— the infuffer-
able Impreffions of almighty Wrath, — and the
hideors Shrieks of damned Souls? Are the
bare Thoughts of thefe Things thocking ? what
then will it be to endure them? And can we |
judee thofe to be fober, and in their right
M:iids, who are in continual Danger of plunging
into thefe Miferies, and yet are fecure and
carcieds about any Endeavours to ¢fcape fro;n
Ih°

-
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tde Wrath to come 2 \What an amazing Sccre
do the Sons and Daughters of Pieafure exhibit
to us? They are duly expofed to a thoufand
Dcaths; are eafily broken by numbericfs un-
forefeen Accidents; and if they dic impcaitent,
they arc for ever undone: yet are no more
alarmed than if they were immortal Al
thoughtlefs, all volatile, hating ferious Things,
and Le@ures of Death, which thercfore fut-
prizes them, finds them unprovided, huirics
them away, and pufhes them reluctant down
the dreadful Precpice, from Timme mto
Eternity. O the hardy Adventure! to take a
Leap in the Dark into an endlets, unaiterable
State ! Merry (_.ompam' Balls, Affemblics, and
Plays, amufe them fo, that they forzer they are
mortal, tll they die; "and fee not their Danagr,
till thev are bevond Relief.  They live in Jett,
end a/tcr that ey g5 1o 1l - Dead in Earnett.
What Degree ot Follv 15 1t, to catch a Feather,
and let go a Crown! to gain a Toy, and lofe
a Kingdom ! for a Morlel to barter a Birth-
n«rht' and for & Moment’s Pleafure to part
with everlafting o« Joys, and fuffer cternal Woes!
And are thefe your Men of Senfe, who lack in-
dignant on thoie who are lo wezk as t bc
dccplv concernzad about fuch important Aftatrs
Faie Maz, forlooth, soewid o0 <o e, 1 cuad be i
horin Eike tle wild Afj’s Gt Jobaiopa, Lo
an inexpreilible Abfurdity, tiat temperal Things,
D - wWieneT
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whether Riches, Honour, or Pleafures, fhould
ingrofs the intenfeft Thoughts of Beings bound
for Eternity: And it is an eternal Soleciim in
Religion, to be engaged about the Concerns of
it in a cold and ndifferent Manner. Tbe King-
dom of Heaven Juffereth Vioience, and the Vio-

lent take st by Force. Matth. xi. 12.

After confidering all thefe Things, will it
feem an Abufe of Mankind, if I compare this
World to a greac Bedlam, filled with Perfons
ftrangely and varioufly diftraCted? Some are fo
defperatz, as to refufe all falutary Medicines;
and the Habit {o inveterate, as to non-plus the
Phyfician’s Skill, and make him almoft deipair
of their Cure: Some appear hopeful for a
while, but relapfe, and their Cafe is more
dangerous than before: And fome are actual-
ly recovered in a lefs, fome in a greater De-
gree ; but not fo much as one perfectly well.
My Text will warrant the Comparifon : and I
may not flatter Mankind by foothing Expre(-
fions, when their Cafe requires plain Dezling ;
nor be io polite as not to learn of God how to
ipezk, when I deliver kis Meflage.

Frcm the Whole we are tauglit,

1. How little Reafon any one has tc be puf-
fed up with porular Applaufe, or disfpirited
when

_____.,..‘t—»‘
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when he does not obtain it. For, confider
who are the Judges? Are they all Perfons of
found Minds, whofe Conclufions are according
to Truth? Far from it. It is true, all fyncy
themfelves mighty good Judges of Merit : but
I fpeak charitably, when 1 fay, perhaps one
in an Hundred can diftinguith. That Soul,
therefore, is lighter than Vanity, that is tofled
hither and thither, according to the ebbing
and flowing Tides of inconftant Affe@ions,
The favourable Opinion of Mankind is chiefly
to be valued as it gives an Opportunity to ferve
their beft Interefts more fuccefsfully.

2. How much Reafon there is in that die
vine Exhortation, Be not conformed to this World,
Rom. xii. 2. Do not a& upon its Principles,
nor accommodate yourfelves to its evil Cuftoms
ana Modes. For this World is at Varance
with God, and no Man can ferve two Maflers.
Matth. vi. 24. It is here modifh to make light
of Religion, and treat it, if treated atall, with
an Air of the moft abfolute Indifference, and
Unconcern. Nay, with many it is polite,
to fneer at folemn Devotion, and make a Mock
of Sin. He appears big, who dares trample on
facred and inviolable Authority. and laugh at
divine Threatnings; and wife, who can ridi-
cule the Myfteries of the Gofpel. He who is
a Companton of fuch Fools, fiall be defiroyed.

Prov. xiii. 20.
Laitly,
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Laftly, Let the Follies of others be a Mo-
tive to engage your more earneft Purfuit of
Gving Wifdom.  Seck ber as Sikver, fearch for
ber as for bidder Treafure. Prov.ii. iv. Happy
;s the Man that finds Ler 5 for fle is more pre-
cious than Stlver, than fine Gold and Rubics,.—
Her Weys are Ways of Pleafantnefs, and all ber
Paths are Peace. chap. il ver. 13, 14, 1§, and
17. If any of you /ack this fpiritual Wifdom,
at it of GOD, who gives liberally, and up-
hrasd= mot + and let it ever be a fmail Matter
with vou, to be judged weak and foolith by a
mad World, provided always that you are wsfe
o Seluation,




Advertifement.

HE Revd. Author of the enfuing Diicourfe, hving at a
Diftance from thes Prefs, thro' miflake the Texts of
Scripture are inferted in the Body ofthe Sermon, which were
deﬁgntd to be placedin the Marccn' ‘The Reader is defired

to coriet the followmg Erratap, p. R, L 26, for fuppofed, r.
fupplied. p. 10, 1. 10, for xnduﬁnous, r. mduﬂnouﬂy.






