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2 CORINTHIANS vi. 4
But in all Thing approving ourfelves as the Miniffers of
0D, in much Patience.

@@@@HE Gofpel Miniftry is, without Controd
» »Y verfy, a Work of the greateft Importance,
R a@%&& being Converfant about no lefs than the
(&’fg@ Salvation of immortal Souls. Hence as the
‘ﬁ%?‘?ﬁ?& Mifmanagement of it is likely to be, not
- . only Dangerous, but Deftru&tive; fo the
@@@@ wife and faithful Difcharge thereof is attens
ded with happy Confequences, being the
Means, appointed by God for bringing Sinners to eternal ,
Bleffednefs through Faith in his Son. For faith cometh by Rom. 163
bearing. 17.
Minifters are Curist’s Ambafadors, and every faithful
Meffage they deliver has fome Influence on the everlafting '
State of their Hearers. To fome it is a Saviour of Lifz, 2 Gor. 3}
unto Life, to others of Death unto Death. In this View it 16,
is an afleC:ing piercing Confideration to a Minifter of God,
He cannot without tolemnity think,  this Sermon will either
“ be an Jnfirument of Life, or an Occafion of Death, to my
# Audience : If it do not foften, it will harden their Hearts,
¢¢ it’s Influence will probably be various like that of the Sun,
% which foftens Wax, but hardens Clay—And the Confe-
¢ quences are Everlafting.” Weighed with fuch Thoughts,
the Minifter of God is fir'd with Zeal for the Salvation of
Men; and tender Compaffions diGtate the moft Meltin
perfwafives to engage Sinners to yield themfelves to Godg. 2 Cor. T
We beferch you—=be ye reconciled to Ged. We mildly and , s
afectionately inteat you, that ye receive not the Gofpel of the , Cor 6. 11
Graceof God inwain. And as he is folicitous to win Souls, and it
magnify his Office ; fo is he careful to avoid whatever would
lead any into Sin, or give Occafion to Sinners to blafpheme
the facred Funétion. Giving no offence in any Thing, that
the Miniftry be not blamed. w. 3. The fcandalous Lives of
Minifters make the Prophane defpife, not only Particular Per-
fons, but the very Office itfelf, and hold all fufpe@ted who
bear it. The impiety of Hophni and Phineas made People 1 Sam. 23
abhor the Offerings of the Lord, They who are thus Offen- 17,

five,




4Cor. 4. 2.

wer, 8.

t Cor. 9.
e

. denotes their Temper of Spirit : And all thefe imply their -
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five, as théy prove themfelves thereby to be regardlef'é of

God’s Glory, and Sinners Salvation, fo they do not, cannot

approve themfelves as Minifters of God: So much is imply’d
in the Oppofition of thefe Chara&ters in the 3d and 4th verfes.
Giving mo offence in any Thing=——DBut in all Things approvin
surfjelves. as the Minifiers of God. Which is as much as t
fay, “ we would not approve ourfelves to be Minifters of
* God, if we did not avoid giving Oftence.”” By the T'itle,
MintsTers oF Gob, is here deiign’d, thofe who are ap-
E’ointed and Commiflion’d by him, to attend the Service of
is Church, and Adminifter the Word and ‘Sacraments. The
Title is Great and Honourable, and it highly concerns thofe
who wear it to a&t up to Character. They muft, in all Thingsg
in all Places, in all Companies, in all Circumftances, in their
whole Converfation, and in every Part of their Office, ap-
prove themfelves to God, and every Man’s Confcience.
They muft be all of a Piece; the fame in Honour as in
Difbonour ; the fame in ewil Report asin good Report. Now
to maintain fuch a Steadinefs in Condu through all Oppos

fition, plainly requires much Patience. A Minifter thould -

be difpofed {o as to fuffer all Things rather than hinder the
Gofpel of Chrift. -

But that I may give the Contents of the Text in fewer
Words, I obferve that the Denomination, Minifiers of Gody
intimates their Commiffion ; their Condu&t in the Office is
defign’d by approving themfelves in ail Things. Much Patience

Qualifications. .

- I purpofe to treat of thefe Heads in this Order, wiz. |
I. Shew that a Minifter muft have a divine Commiflions

. II. What Qualifications are required in him. '

. III. What his Temper of $pirit fhould be. And,

. HII. How he fhould Conduét himfelf in his Office.

1. A Miniffer muff hawve a divine Commiffion. It is ef<

fential to his being, that he be fent of God. This may be

€ Tim.. 2.
23.
4 Cor. 5.20

Rom 13 1.

evinc'd from various Topicks ; fome of which I will only Hint.
A Minifter is a Servant of God.. But none is properly

another’s Servant, who is not employ’d by him. Their"

Service is juftly rejeted, who intrude themfelves undefir’d.
A Yinifter is an Ambaffador of CurisT. An Ambaflador
reprefents the Perfon of his Prince—but none can lawfully

do this unlefs appointed by him = Nor will he be accepted of

in this Quality, who has not authentick Credentials from the
Prince he pretends to reprefent., A Miniffer alts authori-
tively in God’s ftead ; but God himfelf is the only fountain
.of Authority. There is no Power but of God. Hence none’
ll:?;e authority to a& for him, unlefs they reccive it from

.- ‘ ' ' Further, -
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Farther, no Man, without divine Aid, is able dufy to Dif-

tharge the Minifterial Office : Which, I prefume, will be
teadily granted; and can be clearly proven. But none can
juftly expe& Affiftance from God, whom he does not em-

loy. Nay, on the Contrary he blafts their undertakings;

aying in difpleafure, becaufe they ran, and I bawe not fent Jer. 2.

themy thercfore they fball not profit this People at all.
Once more s the Scripture aflerts, that no Man taketh this

21, 32,

Honour to, bimfelf, but be that is called of God, as awas Heb. §. 4

HAaron: 1 do not hereby underfland, that every Minifter
muft have the fame explicit, extraordinary, kind of Call that
Aaron had; much lefs that no Man does ever facrilegioufly
Ufurp the Office; but only that none ought to undertake it,
unlefs call’d as REALLY as Adaren, tho’ not in the fame ex-
traordinary Manner. ltis too frivolous to place the whole
of this Call in the regular Separation of a Man to this Office,
by the Church ; for even daron, tho’ extraordinarily call’d,
yet was externally invefted, according to order: Whick
plainly Manifefts, that the external Inveftiture is neither Con-
ftitutive of this Call, nor yet render’d unneceflary by it.*

It will readily be own'd, that whomfoever God fends,
he Qualifies for his Work, either immediately, as the Pro<
phets and Apottles ; or mediately, as ordinary Gofpel Mini~
fters. And this leads me to fhew, )

cdly. What Qualifications are requived in the Minifler of
God. And here I propofe to manifeft, that he fhould have
extenfive Knowledge——orthodox Sentiments——pertinent
Utterance — Wifdom———Holinefs——=Power.

tft. It is neceffary, that the Minifter of God be ftor’d with
Knowledge. He who is_to teach God’s People muft not be
3 Novice. He fhould be able to apprehend Things clearly,
Methodize his Conceptions regularly, -and Reaion folidly.
It is not enough that he has good natural Parts, but thefe muft
be cultivated by Learning. Acquaintance with the learned
Languages, Rhetoric, and Philofophy, fecures him from
Contempt, and at the fame Time is greatly fubfervient

. . . to

# If it be enquir'd, what is this Call? And how may a‘Cane

17im. 3./ d —

didate be fatisfy’d concerning it? Fanfwer in brief, the ordinary,

Cill of God is to be gather’d from the fincere and ardent de=-
fires of ferving him in the Minittry of the Gofpel, which he puts’
in the Hearts of thofc he Calls; from the Qnalifications, and
Difpofitions which he gives, fitting them for the Work ; from the
fecret Strength wherewith he fupports, and {upporting encourages
them to undertake it, notwithitanding-the known Difficulties that
attend it, ‘and the Senfe of their own infufficiency for it; and his-
opening, in the Courfe of his Providence, a Door of entrance in<’

8o the Office agrecable to the Order of his Chuwch,
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to Divinity; his main Study. He muft efpecially be well
Mat.33.52. inftrated to the Kingdom of Heaven, and mighty in the
Aéts 18,24 Scriptures ; his Mind a Treafury of divine Knowledge, to
which he muft always add, and for that End give himfelf to
1 Tim. 4. Reading, to Yeditation, and Dséirine. The People are to enquire
;;‘1 2. 5. the Law at his Mouth, therefore bis Lips fbould keep Knowwledges
" 27" An ignorant Minifter of God is a great Abfurdity, a plain
Contradiction. A Teacher who knows not that whereof he
Mat. 15.14 2firms, grates our Bars; and to fée the Blind leading the
: Blind, ftrikes Confufion on our bight. And tho® it be eafy
to appear learn’d with Tittle Knowledge among the Crowd,
yet it is not a fuperficial View of Things that will enable,
to refolve perplexing Cafes of Confcience; expldin Difficult
Points of Dottrine ; defend all neceflary Truth againft Subtle
Opponents ;- and make intricate Subjetts eafy to vulgar Ap-
prehenfions.  And it is plain, that in thefe Things a Minifter
mudt exercife himfelf.
_zdly. The Minifter of God muft be of érthodox Senti-
Tit. 1. 9. ments. Itis required that he Aold faft the faithful Word. And
. &ph. 4 2%, Preach the Truth as it is in JEsus. They are not Ambafa-
dors of Curist, who deliver not his Meffage, but their
ewn Fancies; who pervert the Gotpel-Plan, 1tubvert the
Foundation of our Hope, and promote Error in the Name of'
the Lorp. It is true, there are many Miftakes in Religion
which are not damning ; and as true, that many religious
Truths are fuch as do not accompany Salvation : Hence the
Minifter of God had need look well to it, that it be the very
{A#%520.27. Council of God he delivers, and that he deliver it fully.
A Minifter may live long, may preach Truth, and nothing
but Truth, as long as he Lives, and yet do no real Service-
to the Souls of Men ; becaufe he Preaches not thofe Truths
which have a Tendency to aniwer the End ot God’s Glory,
and Sinners Salvation. :
Should he preach Morality, and recommend it with the
greateft profufion of Eloquence; if it be urg’d without any
Reference to CarrsT, {0 as to have no Tendency to convince
Sinners of their guilt, impotence, and need of a Saw1oUR,
it is then broken off from it’s proper Connexion, and will
naturally have no more Efficacy than a Beam of Light cut.
off from the Sun. And even the Doétrines of Faith, when
. enforc’d only with legal Motives, are¢ but {piritlefs and in-
. effeftual. Therefore thofe Doctrines fhould be moft infifted
on—that are moft Spiritual, and ftrike at the corrupt Nature
and carnal Reafonings of Men; and muft be fo reprefented:
as to exalt the Grace of God, and ftain all the Glory of
human Merit and Strength. But- how can any preach fuch
Doérines, unlefs he Underftand and Believe them? a
‘ 3dlye
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3dly. The Minifter of God fhould have 2 pertinent Utterance.
"The great Apoftle fhews the Importance of this Qualification,
while he defires the Epbefians and Coloffians to pray for him,
and Particularly, that Usterance might be given him, that be b 6
might open bis Mouth boldly, to make known the Myflery of the g{ L e 19
Gojpel.” Not only that outward Reftraints might be remov’d, “** 3
but that he might have * Ability to Exprefs himfelf in a
“ fuitable and becoming Manner. *** It is plainly requir'd .
in a Bifhop, that ke be apt to Teach; which implies a Capa- 1777 3.2+
<ity to exprefs his Ideas clearly and intelligibly. But he .
fhould Study rather to fpeak inftrutively than learn’dly;
and fupprefs a Thoufand flowery Expreffions for the fake of
one that is pertinent, and leyel totheCapacity of his Hearers.
The Apoftle, tho’ he underftood Rhetorick and Philofophy, !
yet efteem’d it his Glory, that he came not with Excellency 1 Cor. 2. 1,
of Speech, or of Wifdom, but with unaffe@ted plainnefs, de-
clared the Council of God. Some, perhaps, may Glory in
a fublime Stile, and many more in the Affe&tation of it; but
what is the Fruit of their Labours, while they go beyond
the reach of their Audience? Verily * fuch learned Preachers
‘¢« are like to have ignorant Hearers.” Itis an old Obferva-
tion, that the plaineft Men have ever heen moft ferviceable
to the Church. + "I would not be underftood by all this,
to mean, that Preachers thould be carelefs, and flovenly in
the Drefs of their Sermons; or that no refpe@ may be had
to the Tafte of a politer Audience. Chriftian Prudence may _
require them fometimes to change their Voice; feeing they ;Cor.g. 19,
are to pleafe all Mep, in all indifferent Things, for the %ake of 22. and 104
Edifying and Gaining them. Befides the Subject may be fuch 33.
as requires to be treated in a loftier Strain : We find the
" ftrongeft figures us’d in the facred Wnit, to exprefs the Ter-
vors of Fehovah’s- Wrath, and the Sweetnefs of his Love;
infernal Torments, and celeftial Joys; the Deformity of Vice,
and amiablenefs of Virtue————But there is great difference
between a neatnefs, and gaudry of Phrafe; between a pe'tis
nent, and a turgid Stile. A Minifter may ufe great Decency,
and, atthe fame Time, great plainnefs of peech. It begins
already to appear.
4thly, That the Minifier of Gop needs much Wifdom,
Tt is this that can dire€t him how to order his Steps, fo as to
bbtain the End of his Miniftry. I is this that can direét him
in the Choice of his Subjeds, proper to every Occafion, and
2 fuitgblg Moge of treating them. He muft {o manage liis
T o Work,

PR . PO ———
* Henry on Eph. 6. 19.
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?ro. 25. 11.

Jai. so. 4.

Rom. 3. 31.

Mat.g. 17.
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Jai.s2. 11,
s 6.3

Rom. 8. 7.

3Tim. 4,16
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Work, as will have the beft Tendency, to roufe the Luke-
warm ; alarm the Secure ; difcover the Wiles of Satan to the
Tempted ; and fortify them againft his affaults : He muft ufe
proper means to inftruét the Ignorant; encourage the Timo- |

. . rous ; and clear the doubtful Chriftian. A Word fitly fpoken to

any of thefe, is like Apples of “Gold in Piftures of Silver,
beautiful, fweet and enriching ; but to fpeak a #ord in Seafon
to the Weary vequires the Tongue of the Learned. How great
the Wifdom that is neceflary, to fupport the weakeft Chriftian,
and at, the fame Time fap the Foundation of the refined Hy-
pocrites Hope! * So to urge the Duties of the Law as tends
to engage Men to the diligent Performance of them, and yet
prevent their depending on them for Juftification; and fo to
preach the Grace of the Gofpel as not to make void the Law !
To divide the Words of Truth rightly, like fkilful Stewards
giving Milk to Babes, Meat to ftrong M'en', and putting every
Wine' into it’s proper Bottle ! A Minifter may not content
himfelf with'this, that what he preaches is Truth ; for if it be
not fit and feafonable, it will anfwer no valuable purpofe at
all, but on the contrary may be hurtful. Suppofe he Dif-
courfe of Church-Government, to a Perfon whofe main Concern
is to know, what he muft do to be faved; or declare the
fublimeft Dotrines of Religion to one, who needs to be
taught the firft Principles of it; he does no better than give
a Stone to one who atks for Bread. On another Occafion the

fame Difcourfe might be the very beft ; but now is altogether

impertinent. Every thing is beautiful only in it’s Seafon.
" sthly, The Miniffer of Gop ought to be Holy. Holinefs
is requir'd in every Church-Member, and efpecially in thofé
who %ear' the Veilels of the Lord. Even a Deacon muft. be
full of the Holy Ghoft; much more a Minifter. Withou(
Holinefs he Comports not with the Nature and Defign of
his Office : For how can he be zealous'to promote Holinefs
in others, who is deftitute of it? FHow can he care for the
Salvation of others, who negle@s his own ¢ How can he na-
turally apprehend the Cafes of Chriftians, "who has not ex-
erienced them ! How contraditory is he ? A real Setvant
of the Devil, a nominal Servant of God! A pretended
Friend without, and all Eugity within! Outwardly a Sheep,
inwardly a ravening Wolf! Hence appears the pertinency of
the Apoftle’s Advice, rake heed to thy Self, and to thy Dolrine,
The Minifter who would" take heed to others, muft begin
with himfeif. Befides, if he ‘be not Holy, he cannot be
fuppos'd to be influenc’d by fpiritual Motives ; he defigns
not .the glory of God, nor the Salvation of Sinners;. and
defires the Praife of Men, more than to approve himfelf ta
God. Nor can he, without Holinefs, be fuppos’d  to,_have
the Minifterial Temper, afterwards to be deferib’d, - €
oo T : ' : ' 801V
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; 6thly. Itisthe Teft of a true diinifter of Gobp, to fpeak o
dn Limonfiration of the Stirit, and of Poaver. Poul confiders | cop, P!
this as a diftinguithing CharaCeriitick in 1 Cor. 4. 19. 20.

1 awill know sot the Spech of thofe who ave puffed up, but the

Power 5 for the Kingdem of God is not in Ward, but in Pover.
¢. 4 1 will underftand what fort of Preachers thefe Koafters
are, not by their Elegance' of Speech, but by the Effcucy
which attends their Sermons :  For the true Intcrefls of Reli-
gion are not promotcd by Nice turns, well contriv’d Periods,
and fubtie Philofophical Reafounings ; but by the divine Encigy,
and Power which accompany the Preaching of the Goipel.

By an Argument of the {ame Natuwie does God convit the
falfe Prophets , that they fpoke not his Words for is not my )
Vi ord, fays he, as a fire, and as:a Hommer, that breaketh Jer. 23. 295
the Rock in Pieces? And under the fame View, the Word of T
God is faid ¢ be quick and Poaverful, jharper than any two- Hep, 4 124
edged Saword, piercing to the dividing  afunder of Soul aud
Spirity and of the Jfonts and Marrow, and- a difcerner of the
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart: ‘This Power confifts not
in a natural Keennefs or fervour of Spirit ;' nor in an affected
oratorial Puthes ; or any artful ways cf ftriking the Pafions.—

But is rather evidenc’d in an Heavenly plainnefs, and Maje-
flick Simplicity 5 in deiivering divine Truths with a ferious

Farneftncts, and grave Solemnity ;- ipeaking of the eternal
Loncerns of Men in a Manner fuitable to their Imporiance ;
geprefenting fpiritual Things in their own Colours, without
phantaftick Paint; and deciaring them with unaffeed Bold-
fiefs. Then do thcy appear with Beauty and Luitre, and
come with Authority aué Weight, upon the-Hearts of Men. © - .
The Word of Gud when preach’d with Power, appears , cop, 10, 50
with fuch Evidence, as to caft down Imaginations, ever fa
Towering, and baile contrary carnal Keafonings. The
Confcience is convincd, the Mouth ftopred, and the Heart
pierced as with a dSword, broken as with an Hammer, and
melted as with Fire; over-aw’d with Majefly, and conftrain’d
by Love. - Then gladpels elevates and dilates tlie Heart of ¥
the: Righteous, aud fear furprizes the Hypocrites in Zion. Uai.33. 140
Then does the Gefpel bear the Imprefs of it’s glorious Author;
and, the’ the facred Treafure is put into Earthen Vefiels, yet 2Cor. 4.7
the Excellency of the Power appears to be of Ged; who
%i,ves to his Minifters {uch inimitable liexterity in applying his

ord, as no human Learning, or Induftry, can attair,

+Itis true, this Power does not always, and in an equalLcgree, .
attend the Labours of the moft faithful Minifters, - 4 1moihy is 2 Tom. 1. 6.
exhorted to flirr up the Gift that was in him ; which implics
that it was capable of Increafe, or Diminution, as is cvery
gracious Habit, Neither does the moft powerful Preaching ©on
always Convert even thofc, ~on whom it makes {fome Im sl 53, 1,
' prfions.
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. prefions. The Prophets, and Apoftle’s too complain: of
%“I; 4 10 Labouring in vain: And tho’ Chrift {rake with fuch aus
*7-29 thority as to terrify and confound his Enemies yet
few wete Converted. Neverthelefs, in full confiften-
cy with thefe Obfervations, it may flill be afferted, that
the Power of God does ordinarily, in fome Degree, accom-
pany the faithful Labours of his Minifters ; and never withe
out fome fuitable Effe@. It is difcernable, in fome Meafure,
even to the Profane, in the peculiar Irritation of their Corrup-
tions, if not in Solemnizing them. Hence the Gofpel,
2.Cor 2. 15 powerfully preach’d is a fweet Savour to God, both in them
that ate faved and in them that perifh. 4
If any fhould #till argue, that none are to be blam’d for
the want of fuch Gifts as are not attainable by them; and
confequently, that Men, who have them not, may approve
.- themfelves as Minifters of God, feeing they do the beft they
can. It may be anfwer'd, Men are certainly blamable for
' undertaking an Office, for which they are not Qualified.
Do not al% Men blame him, who Promifés what he can-
fot perform; tho’ he endeavoursit? Do we not™ cenfure
Yhe Quack who undertakes the moft difficult Operations in
Phyfick, or Chirurgery, while untkill’d in both Arts,- tho®
he does the beft he can? And why fhould they be approv’dy
who think themfelves fit to be Minifters of God, meerly be-
caufe they have Learning, and are capable of forminga re-
gular and plaufable Difcourfe ? It already appears, that more
is necefary, ‘and will be further evident, when we confider,
Thirdly, Of what Temper of Spirit the Minifter of God
fhou'd be. I take occafion, fiom the one Particular, wiz.
Patience, mentioned in the Text, to treat of the Minifterial
- #Temper in general ; ad for the fake 6f Brevity, fhalt con-
fider it as reducible to thefe Heads, wiz. Benevolence, Meek-
nefs, Humility; and Patience. . o -
“tft. The Minifter of God fhould-be a Man of Univerfal
. Benevolence: A Lover of Mankind, efpecially of thofe who
8. are Good. His views not partia! and confin’'d; not feeking
' Ca only his own Profit, but the Profit of many, that they
X 1% may be Saved. His Soul folarge, that he can become all
?3(';,,.. .22 Things to"all Men, if by any Means he may fave fome.
His defires of the Converfafion of Sinners fo ardent, that
2Cor. 12, he will gladly fpend, and be fpent, for them : Nor- will it
15, fatisfy him to have us'd his utmoft Endeavours, if Succefs does
not attend them. He cannot be content to. labour in
in vain. He is of a Paternal Difpofition, and naturally Cares
Phil.2. 20: for the State of immortal Souls : Tender-Hearted, knowing
_ how to have Compaffion on the Ignorant, and thofe who are
Heb. 5, 2. o4t of the Way He feels their Difficulties, and Areads_their
. Dangers, as tho’ their Cafes were his own. His symPMh}e{tl::‘t :
. Ie

!

it 1.
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Heart can yent itfelf in thofe warm Expreflions of the Apoftle,’s Cor. 11 '
who is, weak, and 1 am not weak ? Who is offended, and 1 29,

burn not ?  Should he happen, thro’ human Infirmity, by
Word or Deed, to hurt the 1piritual Interefts of any, to make
the Righteous fad, harden Sinners, or give Occafion to the
Adveriaiy to Blafpheme, he can never forgive himfelf. In a.
Word, he has no Interefts to purfue, iriconfiftent with thofe
f Chrift’s Kingdom, and is therefore eafy and pliant to any
deafures, that tend to promote the general Goog And this
kads me to fay. o :
2dly. The Minifter of God fhould be Humble and Meek.
He muft condefcend to thé meaneft Offices belonging to his
Station, and never affe@t to be above his Work : He muft
aflociate himfelf with the mecaneft, as well as the greateft
Perfons, for the fake of promoting their {piritual Foo_d: And
learn of his Lord and Mafter to be meek and low
if he would approve himfélf his true Ambaffador. It wholly
unbecomes his facred Character, to be froward and inflexible,
peevith and fretful, felf-conceited and fanciful. He is a
.Proud Man who commonly abounds-in his own fenfe; who is
peremptory and obftinate; and difpleas’d, when his Judge-
ment is not preferr’d. But the Minifter of God can eaglg
bear to be outthin’d by others; nor will he grudge at the
fuperior Parts and Gifts of his Brethren, or envy their greater
Efteem ; but willing to do all he can, is pleas’d when others
can domore. He will not rage and blufter when his Humour
is Contradifted; for he folemnly confiders, how un t he is
to govern the Church of God, who cannot govern his own
Spirit.  Not foon angry, is one of his Motto’s; for he knows

_ that the Servant of the Lord muft not firive; but be gemtle |

Tit.
Tim. 2.

y inHeart, a1y,

Rom. 12.16

29

anto all Men—And meckly infiruét even thofe who oppofe 5, a5,

~ themfelves.

{pftru@ions thould drop as the Dew, and gently infinuate Dews.32. 2

‘themfelves into reluctant Minds, They prevail, not by force,
bat by {fofinéfs and frequency, as the Waters wear the

‘Stones. It is true, Sinners are to be compe/’d to. come in, Luke 14.23

but that is to be done by weighty Arguments; and tho’ the
Terrors of theLord are to be denounc’d, it muft be in a perfwafive -

-and compaffionate Way. Inbrief, whether a Minifter inftrudts 2Cor. 5. 11,

the Ignorant, refutes the Ergoneous, or cenfures the Scanda-
-lous, he muft be Gentle among them, as a Nurfe among Chil-

-dren, he muft overcome their Provocations, and his own Re- ! 7%¢/-2-7

fentments, &y Kindnefs, by the Holy-Ghoft, by Lowve unfiigned.

To be Paflionate and Furious, becaufe of the Dulnefs and 2 Ger. 6,6-

- Ignorance of the People, is very unminifterial. therefore,
‘3dly. The Minifter of God has need of much Patience.
. %3 this isa fpecial Branch of my Text, I may be allow'd to

be
. Ba



" eTim. 1.3,

Luk. 21, 19

»

Yai. 53. 1.

Fer. 22. 29.

-

Fob 1 5 26.

-
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‘be more particular in treating of it.© And T conceive it wilt
be ufeful to fpeak a few Words of it’s general Nature, - ¢

It is quite Miftaken, if it is efteem’d to be a_fuggiib Apathy,
or dull Impotence ; for it is really a Power to juffer felt
Griewonces in a bocoming Manreer. 1t excludes fearfulnefs,
defpondency, and weak Paffions; and .contains in it Chrittian
Fortitude and Hope. In Oppofition to fear, it is the Spirit of
Power, and of & found Mind. It is Calmnefs under Provocation
in Oppofition to. turbulent Commotions, . It enables a M.an to
poffefs bimfclf, when he can poilefs nothing befides; and fo
fortifies his Soul, that he will riot yield to difcouragements.
Now it will appear, that fuch a T'emper is very neceflary

- to Minifters if 1t be ‘confider’d, what Dilcouragements they

meet with; and what Treatment is frequently given them;

ift. They meet with fad Difcourdgements. Thefe prin~
cipally arife from their Unfuccef:fullnefs. "This broke [/a/i:/’s
Heart, and extorted from his Lips thofe earneft and mournfu}
Expoflulations,” avho bath beliewed our report; and to avkom
is the Arm of the Lord reweeled ? He fpeaks not only in
his own Name; for he knew fuch Complaints would natively
burft forth from the Hearts of others, when overcharg’d with
grief on the fame Account,” Words cannot exprefs the Weak-
nefs and Difcouragement we feel, when we plead with our
Hearers to forfafe Iniquity. —Lift up our Voices like a
Trumpet, and cry to them in the Name of the Lord; yet
obferve them to be deaf to all our Sollicitations, and we
have obrain’d no more, than if,  with Yeremiab, we flood
and cry’d, O Earth, Earth, Earth, hear’ the Word of the
Lord, we denounce unto them, everlafting Banifhment from
God, and endlefs intollerabie 'l orments, in Cafe of perfifting
in Impenitency ; and tho’ they acknowledge the Reallity of
thefe Terrors of the Lord, yet they defperately rufb on the
thick Bofles of his, Bucklirs. They will pleafe themfelves,
tho' therein they knowingly difpleale God ; and are obitinateiy
bent to gratify their own Humours, tho’ they fhould thereby-
perith farever. - ¢ When the Duties we periwade to, come
““ direQtly to crofs Men’s Interefts and carnal Inclinations,

they revolt and flart back, as if we were urging them
upon Flames, or the Sword’s Point; and their own Souls™
and the eternal Glory are regarded as a Thing of nought.”
We fometimes fill our Mouths with Arguments, and our
Hearts with Hope; and think, fare they will now yield;
but they efteem our firongeft Reafanings (as Lewiathan doth
‘Iron and Brafs) but as Straw and rotten Wood; and
laugh at divine Threatnings as he doth at the thaking of
¢ a Spear. How ofien are Men the harder for all our
¢ labours with them ;. the Deader for all Erdeavours. to

quicken them? OQur Breath kills them whom \‘:‘e {are,
) S  fent.

Al ‘4:.
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* fent to {peak Life to; and we often become to them &
% deadly Savour.” + How- hopelefs does our labour ieem;
when we obferve our Hearers perfift in Courfes, which they
thethfelves condemn! Their Lufts carry them headlong againit
their own Confciences, and all our Remonitrances. It is true,
we fometimes fee fome of them folemnly concern’d, when

we fhew them their Lianger ;. they are put to a Stand, when
we meet them with the flaming *word of God’s Law ; they

{eem almoft perfivaded to be Chriftians, while we propofe, |

and urge upon them, Pardon of Sin, and eternal Salvation,
thro’ s /as Chrifi; but, to our unfpeakable Mortification,
we { e the Geeduefs of many of them to be like the Morning
Crend, and the carly Dew.  We are as Men who plow the
fand, ard fow amonyg Rocks or 'horns, while only fome
Sds full into good Ground. ¢ We ftudy to Palenefs and
4 preach to Fzuntulnef:,” and yet our ftrength feems to be
but Lzbour and Sorrow. We obferve many People to be
Ignorant of thofe very Truths, which we have often clearly
explain’d in their Hearing; and thus plainly fee that we
have Labour’d in vain. ‘Hence our Endeavours become faint,
our 'Hands hang down, and we {peak often-times like Per-
fons who hardly Hope to prevail. Ina Word, to fee. the
Giddinefs and Inftabilirty of many, their caufelefs Offences,
Cbitinacy and Awkwardnefs, like a flow Fire painfally con-
fume our very Vitals. Surely thefe Things, and many more
fuch like, if God did not fupport us with Patience, would
gempt us into a Relolution to fpeak no more in his Name.
2dly. 'None receive more unworthy Treatment than faith-
ful Minifters.  Earth and Hell are up in Arms againft them.

Fer. 20. 9.

“Fhey-are the “ong of the Drunkard, the Objects of Lam-
poons. . The Profane and Infidels fharpen their Tongues as:.

Arrows, and fhoot qut bitter Words. . The unfanttified Wit

fatyrizes their ferious Expreflions, and the Proud have them Pfa, 119,
in Leriffom. N one more expofed, than they, to Milconftruc»st.

tion, to ignorant and malidious Ceniiires, and evil Reports,
Wicked Men contrive the moft effectual Ways of deftroying a

good Charaller; r.port, fay they, and we avill report, it. q.d. Jer. 20, 103

Do you tell Lies of him, and we will fpread them : And
what{oever is carrently reported many will beleve: Throw
a great deal of Dirt, and fome of it will Stick. Thus it
may come to pafs, that the Minifters of God will lofe the
favour of Friends; fee their Enemies encreafe; and hear o/
manner of Ewil fpcke againft them faliely. ‘They muft.give
‘up the profpe& of Riches, worldly Preterments, and prefent
Eafe; and rcfolve to encounter Poverty, the fcourge of

C Tongues,

1 Hw's bleffednefs of the Righteous, Chap. 47, ‘

1 . B i
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Rew. 13.10 TOPBUES, and Tribulations of various Kinds. Here is the

Faith and Patience of the Minifters of God. Morcover, even
thefe among whom they flatedly Labour, dc often render
Evil for Good ; : and add to their Diftrefies by undutiful $on<
du@. If a Minifter reprove an Offender, he is taken for an
Enemy; and ‘Wickednefs itfelf cannot be Condemn’d and
Cenfur'd, without fevere Refentments from the Guilty;
But there is no End of thefe Things. - We muft therefore
leave them, and proceed to confider. °

. Fourthly,. how the Minifter of- God fhould condu& him-

1 Pet. 5. 3. felf. He muft confider himielf as a# Example to the flock, and

dite 2.7

Pbil 4.9.

Zeph. 3. 4.

as fuch mut fBew himfiif a Pattern of good Works. It is
not enough that his Converfation be inoffenfive, but it fhould
be a lively Tranfeript of the pofitive Dutles which he incul-
eates, : Then, and only then, can he, without) 2'Blafh, re-
commend ‘his Life” to the Imitation of his Hearers, *and {ay
with Pazl, what ye tave learn:d, and reccived, and:beard,
and speN IN ME, po.' His Life and Dogrine fhould be of 2
Viece; otherwife’ he pulls down with one-Hand, what he
Builds with the other.. Let him be fuppos’d to-fpeak, ‘in the
Pulpit, even with the Tongue of Angels, yet his Words - will
have little, or no Efficacy, if be is loofe and profane in com~
mon Life. Such glaring Inconfiftency tends to perfwade the
People, either that the Minifter is an Hypocrite, or that Re-
ligion confifts in orthodox Notions, and, fpeaking well: - The
World is evidently govern’d by Example more than by Pre-
cept, therefore it is of the greateft Importance, that Men of*
facred Character exemplify the good Igftruétions they give *
A Minifter may not-be frothy and vain, not a light' and tred-
cherous Perfon, nor of an haughty and infolent Behaviour;
not “Quarrelfome and Contentious, but Moderate in all'
his Attions;: and Temperate in all Creature-Enjoyments &

‘ Net

"® That Examples have a peculiar Power above the naked Precept,
to difpofc us to the Praftice ot Holinefs, may appear by con-.
fidering. 1ft. That they meft clearly exprefs to us the Nature of .
our Duties in their Subjetis and fenfible Effells. General Precepts
form abftra&t ideas of Virtue, but in Exampies, Virtues are made-
viuble, in all their Circumftances. 2d. Precepts inftrull us what"
"Things are oar Duty, but Examples affure us that they are poffible.
When we fee Men like ourfelves, who are united to Fleth, and -
in the fame Condition with us, to command their Paffions, to

+- overcome the moft glorious and ﬁglittering Temptations, ‘we are"
re.

-encouraged in our {piritual War 3d. .Examgles by a fecret"
and lively Incentive, urge us to Imitation., -Weare touched in an-
other Manner by the vifible Pradtice of Saints, which reproaches
our Defells, and ebliges us to the fame Zeal, than by Laws, thp”
‘Holy and Good. Crudem’s Coucordance, at the Word Examp

&N
N
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Not given to Wine, no Striker. He mult exercife a due 77, 1. 7.

Government over his Tongue, as well as his Hands, for
*tis required that he be not @ Brawler., He is to teach
‘others the Deceit and Vanity of that Religion, which has

1Tim. 3.3

not force enough to Bridle the Tomgue; but with what Jai. 1. 26.

Courage, or Zeal, or Hope of Succefs, can he do fo, while
his own Tongue is loofe and unguarded; and he coufcious
" that his Hearers may jultly fay, Phyfician beal thy Sclf?
He fhould be of good Behawviour. * His Deportment Solid,
and Compos’d, Courteous and Modeft, Decent and Orderly ;

1 Tim. 3424

in nothing Mean and Sordid, left he render himfelf defpicable. -

He fhould neither put on a morofe Refervednefs, nor fop-
- pith Levity 5 but an affable Gravity, and an inviting Diftance,
£le muft be inacceffible to none, to whom lhe can be Ufeful ;
and improve all Opportunities of doing Good. He fhould not
be Niggardly, but Hofpitable and Beneficent, according to
his Ability ; not ever ufe mean Ways of getting Wealth,

Ina Word, he fhould carefully avoid whatever would Dif- -

honour his Office, or fruftrate the Ends of it, and abhorr
to make it Truckle to bafe Defigns : But in all Things a&

with fuch greatnefs of Mind, fuch Wifdom, Difinte:eftednefs, -

and Integrity, as beeome his Charafter. And tho’ he mug

Jook on himfelf as a Debtor to the Wife, and to the Unwife, Rom, 1.1 4

and be a Serwant to the Souls ot all; yet he may not bea
Slawe to the capricious Humours of any, whether fmall or

t. He fhould be one who has a dpirit of Government,
and this muft be evidenc’d (if he has a Family and Children)
in ruling bis own Houfe well, baving his Children in Subjséion,
not fo much with Severity, as Gravity. A grave Demean-

1Tim. 3. 4

our does much better conciliate Authority, than Roughnefs

#nd Aufterity. On the whole, it cannot.but appear, that, in
order to ¢ondut himfelf fuitably, he needs much Prudence.
Not the cunning Arts of Deceit, and carnal Policy, whereby
wicked Men extennate and cover their %in; but Knowledge
fitly to time thePerformance of Duty : Not only to do what is

right, but to do it well, fo as his Good may not be Ewil Rom.14.16
Jp oken of. He thould difeern Time and Fudgment, take a Eccl 8. 5.

sarrow View of the State of Things about him, and confider
the

% The Wurd Kefmiows, in 1Tim.3.2. Which is render’d, of
good_Bchaviour ; ugniﬁ’és Neat and Ornate, as well as Modeft
and Compos’d; and, is by fome Interpreted of the external Habit,
whence they inferr, that ‘‘ the Apoftie, would net h:ve a Miniiter
* to be fordid, or indecent in his Apparel,” according to Arerius
is fignifies, one adorn’d with Neatnefs of Manners. It is doubr-
;g'ﬁ applicable both Ways, and will fully bear the Glofs I have

vea : ) .
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the Confequences of fuch'an A&ion fo circumflanc’d. Hencé
the Minitter of God is emblematically deferib’d as a Jiving
Creature fill: of Ejes before and betind; to denote among
other T'hings, -his prudent Circum{peéiion : . His Lyes ure on
every - ‘Side to obicrve ‘Iime, Place, Perfon, Altion, and

~ Occurrencies, thac tie may form his Conduét accordingiy.

Jam. 1. 17.

Mat 24.45
James 3.2,

.

Mnt. 5. 13.
and 14.

JAits 16, 7.

Jai. 52. 7.

Efb 4. 8.,

’

Zzek.13.10
Fer. 6. 14

& 23. 17

This alio is the Gifi of God, and cometh doavn from the
Fathor of Lightsy ~ It is -of unfpeakable: Importance ; and

- the want of it has defeated the cuccefs of many well meant

Acwempts.- Happy, tarice Happy is the faitdjul and prudent
Servant, avkom bis Lord, awhen be cometh, fhall find fo doing !
But alas'l. thro® Inadvertency, iu many Things we offind all.
Having now briefly trcated the feveral Heads propos’d;
I proceed to the Improvement of them. And if fuch are
the Qualifications, fuch the Temper and Condu¢t of a Mi-
nitter, as atorefaid, we may inferr, = - :
. I.. That faithfal Minifters are great Bleffings to Mankind.
They. are the Salt vf the Earth; the Light of the World ;"
Ambafiadors . of Reconciliation ; Meflengers of glad Tidings
the Servants of the moft high God, who fhew unto us the Way
of Salvatien. . They are the Inftruments which infinite Wif-
dom employs to maintain a { enfe of Religion.in the World ;

. and by them God conteys faving Lielings to perithing

Sinners.” Hence bow Beautiful upon the Diountains are the
Feet of him that bringeth good Tidings, that publifieth Peace,
that bringeth good Tidings of good, thut- publifheth Salvation,
‘that faith wnto Lion, thy GOD reigneth !+ - Paltors and
Teachers, or Goipel Minifters, are no lefs than the Royal
Gifis of Chrift, avhen be afcended up on bigh, in Glory and
Triumph. He alone has Authority  to ferd them; and he-
alone can Qualify them for his Werk, and profper them in it
The whole World, without him, cannot furnifh -out one.
Minifler None but he can give fuch Zeal and Faithfulnefs,.
fuch Wifdom and Prudence, fuch -Courage and: Patience,
and fuch Picty and Seif-denyednefs, as are required in them.
Of fo great Importance is the facred Fun&tion, - .~

II. The Docétrine eafily thews us, that many who call -
themfelves Minifters of God, appear unworthy of that

‘Cha.atter. How many in every Denomination of Chriftians,

are quite unikillful in the moft important Matters of their
Office ! They know not what will be hurtful, or what
heipful to the fpiritual Edification of their People : And
hence they Dawb awith untemper’d Mortar, and like ignorant
Phyficians, they f{lightly heal wounded Spirits. They fay
Peace——awbhen there is no Peace: And in effe®, perfwade
every one who defiifes the Lord, that no Ewil fball come
upon him. ‘They themfelves being carnally Secure, are un-
experienc’d in’ the Chriftian’s Exercifes of Soul ; and fo arg

Al S Bacdtlis 9 apt
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apt to imagine, that' ferious and folemn Devotioh is Melana
" cholly, that fpiritual Agonies and Diftrefs are Madnefs, and
religious Tranfports of Affection, Enthufiafm ; as tho’, to be
fill'd with Love to original Beauty and Amiablenefs, were the-
moft fanciful and reafonlefs Thing in the World. How many-
are promoters of deitru&tive Errors, who only fpeak the- )
Fancies of their own depraved Hearts, and mot out of the Jer. 283
Mouth- of the Lord! The Dotrines with which many en- 16,
tertain their People, if not falfe and erroneous; are but in-
fipid, and comparitively triffiing ; "either. abftrufe and unedifi-
ing Speculations, or doubtful Difputations; or at beft, fuch
as arc bue fuperficially Pradtical. (And would to God, that
. there was no reafon to fufpe ‘many to be .eafy and uncon-
cern’d, tho’ their Labours are attended with no apparent!
Succefs, and tho’ the Power of God does not accompany
their Sermons, who yet Preach the Do&rines of Truth, at.
Jealt in Generals, Such are fatisfy’d with the Form of God- 2Tim.3.§
lincfs, without the Poaer : And make not the Converfion of - ~
Sinners their Study and Aim.) How many are. fierce, unruly; @. 3¢
and of ungovern'd Paffions; and fo ‘¢ are like a City broken.
¢ down, that hath no Walls ; they are foon fir'd, upon the
¢ leaft Provocation. *”* How many are Proud and Petulant 5
and pufied op with a vait Conceit of themfelves are dif-
pifers of others; They are Heady, High-Minded, and will v, 4.
not be controll’d in any of their Humours : Light and Trea- Zeph. $. 4
cherous, whofe veracity cannot be depended on.. How many
leaders of the People, in evéry Denomination, tho’ more in
fome than others, do caufe them to err by their wicked Ex- Jfz.g. 165
amples! They are Companions of Drunkards, and walk
immix’d with the moft profane, not from a Defign to re-
form them, but for the fake of Good-fellowthip. - They can
talk of ferious Things, for tke fpace of a quarter or half an
Hour, or mqre;, once in a Week, and then fhake hands
with Religion until the next Sermon-Day. And what is there,
{unlefs a black Coat, or a Gown can do it) to diftinguith
fome of. them from the vileft of Sinners ? Profane Clergy-
men debauch the Morals of the City, or Country where .
‘they are, and from them profanenes goes forth into all the Fer.23 1§
Land. 4. In fhort, there is no Ci;et of Men qn Earth fo hurtful
. ‘ to

.

-

. * Heary on 2Tim. 3.3. .

T And indecd ‘thus it is generally, when Minifters, and fuch as
Teach others, are wicked, cither in their Doltrine or PraQice, they
are a founta.m of wickednefs; Wickednels floweth from them to
the whole City, - Town, Parith where they ar¢ employed : And on
ghe contrary it is oblery’d, that where God gives a Piace to a good

Miniftry,
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to the Church, as wicked, erroneous and ignorint Minifters,
. As Mr, Henry on Mat. 5. 13. pertinently obferves, ¢ a
¢ wicked Man is the worft of Creatures, a wicked Chriftian
“ is the.worft of Men, and a wicked Minifter is the worft of
¢ Chritians.””. None are fo feverely animadverted upon
by the Pen-Men of facred Writ, as they : With what Keeri-
‘ nefs are they inveigh'd againft, and mention’d with peculiar
Ifa. 9 15.-Contempt. 1be Prophet that teaches Lies, ke is the Tail.
Otr Lord himfelf, who on all Occafions treated Mankind with
Mat, 23. “much Mildnefs, Multiplies Woes, in a fhocking and dreadfu}
Manner, agdinft the corrupt and impious Teachers of the
Firre. Their loofe Lives harden Sinners in Iniquity, and
grieve the Godly : Their Covetoufnefs, their Senfuallity, their
gharing Hypocnify and Inconfitency, brings the Office into!
Contempt, and makes Minifters, in general, become a Pro-
verb in the'Mouths of the Ignorant and Profane. Dreadfuly
b -very dreadful, will their Condition at laft be : Nor can 1 but
‘Fremble to think what a fearful Meeting with Jeses Curist:

?’;my will have, who arc his pretended: Friends and Ambaf-

adors. o C

* Hencé we might take Occafion to lament the Laxnefs of
Bifcipline that prevails in.fome¢ Communities. Nay, in the
Proteftant Churches, and none appears to take judictal Cog~
""nizance of them. ‘They may teach the moit deftrutive.
4. . -Errors, may hve Impioufly, and neither be authofitatively
rebuk’d or. depos’d, nor any proper Endeavours ue'd for
their Reformation. o :
Again, how ftupid are numbers of Mankind, who; can be

éontent with almoft any one for a Minifter ! How dull, igno-
tarit, and carelefs foever he be, yet they farisfy themfelves
“Ywith this; ¢ he can tell us more than we can do.”” If he is
one of their Pasty, he is by that alone confiderably welk
! qualifi'd ; but if over and above he can Preach fmoothly and"
regularly, it is of little Importance with them what Life he

Etves, or what Efficacy his Sermons have. Yet the very fame

Perfons wou’d chufe the moft able, and faithful Phyfician, or

.. Lawyer, if either their Healths be impair’d, or their Eftates

- . in difpute : Thus they treat Religion, and their Souls, as the

greateft Triffles in the World, =~ - ' : III

[

Miniftry, Goodnefs, in one Degree or othér, floweth from them
to the who¢ City, Town or Parifh.  Tho’ all are not-Convertedy
yet ‘the Generality are civilized, and reltrained from thofe ghofs
and brutifh Immoralities which other Places abound with. Il
Minifters mutt look tor the fevereft Indignation of God. Others
Sin and fhall Die in sheir Sins; but they teach others to break
God’s Commandments, and have the Sins of many to anfwer
for, whe perifh either by their flatteries, or loofe Dotirine, o
. Jooler Lives gnd Examples. Poel’s Annotations on Fery 23 15
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I11. . ‘The Dofirine affords a Ufe of various Exhortation.

It fhews us, Reverend Brethren, who are put into the Mi-
" nifiry, what abundattCaufe be have to be thankful to our

dear Lord and Mafter, who has honour’d us with fo neatg =

Relation to hjmfelf. OurSaviour and our Jupck has made
us his Ambafladors! His Kindnefs and Condefcention herein
. are moft furprizjng, confidering our natural State; and hence
our Advancement is itfelf a ftrong Reafon, why we fhould
beé Humbie and Devote.  Befides, how fweet and delightful
is the Part he has given us to act on the Stage of this Life /
We are employ’d to fpeak on his behalf whom our Souls
Love; and are Meflengers of - good Tydings to our beloved
Fellow-Men. It is {fweet to generous Minds to relieve the
Diftrefled ; ‘we bring News that makes the Heerts of the
Sorroavful to leap for Joy. We proclaim Happinefs, eternal
Happinefs, to the Miferable; Liberty to the Captives, and the
gpening of the Prifon to thofe who are bound. We find pleafure

Ifa. 61. 2.

even 1n our Endeavours. to perfwade, much more in our pre- .

vailing with, Sinners to yield themfelves to God. An/d tho’ we
are often repuls’d, and thence feel Grief and Difcouragement,
yet when our Lord Crowns our Labours with a little Succef,
either in comforting his People, or converting Sinners, do we
not think ourfelves more than repaid for all our Sorrows
-and Toil } Yea, we forget our Troubles for Foy that a Soul,

is Born again, and become an Heir of Glery. Do we nat

often feel our Hearts Glow with warm defires, at the very
tho'ts of fawing Sinners, and dilate with Joy, at the Profpect
. of fucceeding therein? FHow fweet is 1t, to feel ourfelves
inwardly Strengthned, and Encouraged, while we {peak in
the Name of the Lord } And is it not exceeding pleafant
to burn, when God himfelf kindles an heavenly Fire in
our Bofoms, and we fee the fame Flame f{preading all
around us? And (tho’ we are not always in fuch a defi-
rable Frame, yet) muft we not own that God thus favours

us oftentimes; and fo Manifefts his Promifes to be true °

- and faithful ? Now if we are the Salt of the Earth, it

becomes us to keep. up a Savour ‘of Religion in our
own Hearts, {o fhall we the better ‘make Manifcff the
Sawour of it to others. Roufe we up then, our languid
Spirits, and fhake off all flothful Defpondence : Nothing
is to be defpair'd off fince CurisT is our Strength. Let us
Charge ourfelves before him to be faithful to his Interefts,
and a&t fo as we may be to him for a Name, and for a
Praife, and for a Glory. . .

As .for you, Dear Brother, you have doubtlefs many
folemn Refletions .on the Importance of the facred Office,
which you this Day: undertake. You feel yourfelf infinitely
“unequal ¢o the Tak, and prefled in Spirit, fay, with Pavl,

. ol Ca ol wly

2Cor.2.1¢

Jer-13.1p
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» .16 who is fufficient for thefe Things ? Yet, Brother, the fenfe
8Cor.2.16 of you{'{wr} Inffuﬂicic'r/;cy is no juft Caufe of Difcousage-
Mat. 28, ment, becaufe you know who has faid, Lo, / am avith you
20, always, even to the End. 'This faithful Word has been
the conftant fupport of Godly Minifters, and has made Im-
otence itfelf to be often Courageous. Tho’ you are'in
Phil.4.13 yourfelf Weak, yet you can do all Things through CHRIST,
that Strengthuneth you. Be thercfore of good Courage,
hoping to finith your Courfe with Joy, through the pro-
mited Aids of divine Grace. Let Zeal for the Glory of
God, Affettion to his Saints, and Compaflion for perifhing
¥ Ibef.l.lg Sinners, Fire your Breaft. Be Patient, and hope to thé
N End: For however ungrateful -the World be, yet you
ferve a kind Mafter, who encourages your continued De-
pendance on him. '
This Doétring is alfo improveable for Inftru&ion and
Exhortation to the People ; to whom I fhall, in the laff
Place, Addrefs my feit, and more efpecially to thofe im-
mediately concern’d in the prefent Solemnity. v
Brethren, when you hear the Duty of 'a Minifter ex-
-plain’d, you are ready to fay, * God help poor Mini-
¢ fters, for they have a weighty Charge.”” True, indeed,
they have: But think not that you are at Liberty to ad
as(you pleafe ; No, there is a weighty Charge on you
'31 0. . : . . " s el .
. God requires that with upright and = affe&ionate
Hearts you receive his Minilter, as one Commiffion’d by
" him to treat with you on his Behalf. You know what
- Account our Lord makes of this, when he tells his Dif-
"Mat.10 40 ciples, be that receiveth’ you, receiveth me'; ‘and he that
Luk.10.16 dofpifeth you, defpifcth me. ' He takes the Treatment' that
" is given to his Minifters, as given to himfelf. " You dd
not, in a due Manner, receivé a Prophet,” unlefs you re: .
ceive him as a Prophet :. And if you profefs thus to re-
ceive him, you oblige yourfelves ta attend his Miniftrati-
ons duly' and ferioufly; to receive the Word of God
which he delivers,” whether for Inftruion, Confolation, of
Reproof ; and diligently Endeavour to profit thereby.
Moreover, you are required to Honour, and Eficern him
{75/ 512 wery hbighly, * mnot meerly as a Gentleman, but chiefly
_’ 4 A e Ly

* Uper %k periffou. The Words in the Greek carry an
Emphatis, that cannot well be exprefs’d in Enilifh,»importn‘)g
_Eftcem and Love to an Hyberbole : Their Love was to bt
. join’d with Efteem, and Elleem with Love, and both thefg
to abound and fuper-abound towards them. —Pyof's Annotations
on 1Thef 5. 120 33 ‘ B
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.+ -bis Word's fake, asa Minifter. His Work is not only - -

wery honourable, but very "advantageous to you, being de-
fign'd to promote your eveétlafting Happinefs.' You are to
Reverence him as a Faiher; for tho' in Years he be a
“Youth, yet his Office aad Qualifications corftitute him an
‘Elder of the Church. He who is the faithiful humble Am-
Yaflfador of the King of King’s, is eminently Great. Foreign
Circumftances neither add too, nor diminith from, the
Refped that is due to him as a Steward of the Myfleries
.of God. N '

He is invefted with Power from on high, and therefore
you muft jubmit yousfelves to him, and obey him, as ba-
‘wing Rule over you. For ¢ the Office, tho’ not Magi-

¢ ftratical, yet 1s truly Authoritative. It is not an im-

1Cor. 4. 10

.-H‘b“B »17

< plicit ' Obedience, nor abfolute Submiffion, that is here .

#¢ requird, bt only fo far as is agreeable to the Mind

#¢ and Will of God revealed in his'Word ; yet it is truly

#¢ Obedience and Submiffion, and that not on/y to God,
#¢ but to the Authosity of the Minifterial Office, which is
“ of God. 4+ You mutt fubmit to be taught by him,
and not think yourfelves too Wife or Great to learn from
‘him. You are alfo obliged to fubmit to fuch Cenfures as
‘your faults may deferve, and not ‘to think he is your
‘Enemy, becaufe he fometimes tells you a fevere and mor-
tifying Truth: For heis oblig’d, as he will Anfwer it at
‘his Peril, not to footh or flatter you in Sin. Sometimes
Offenders expe&t that Minifters will favour them, and be

partial, on the fcore "of 'Friendfhip, and to avoid their.

"Refentments :" "It is a_foolith Prejudice : We may pot,
dare not, a& fo. It is our peculiar Burthen, that we muft
needs be fometimes fevere in cenfuring thofe whom we
Love, and who. Love us; and fo venture to incurr their
‘higheft Difpleafure.  Yet they may perfwade themfelves,
that Minifters are Men; that they are not Enemies to their
own Peace and Eafe and Reputation; and that they as

(dittle delight to difpleafe their Friends as others, could they

avoid it in confiftency with their Duty.

Again, you cannet but- judge, that, fince Minifters have
fuch a weighty Charge about the Affairs of ‘Religion, it
is very hard if they are alfo perplex’d with the Cares of
this Life. They are under the fame Ties as others to pro-
. vide for the fupport of their Families ; yet have not Liberty

or Opportunity to ufe the fame Means as others can, But °

fince

& . D ,"

1t Heary on Heb, 13. 17,
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1Cap. . 11 fince they fouw unto you Spiritual Things, i ita GRrEA T
THING if they fboubd reap your carnal Things ? Tho
there is no Proportion in Valug, between what is fow'd
and what is reap’d, yet the Apoftle’s Words imply, that
fome look on it as a Great Thing that Minifiers fhou’d par-
take of their carral Things: And fcme are only wejl
pleas’d, when they can ferve Cod with what Ccfts them
aought. But God, who knows the weight and Difliculty of
the Work, has net left it to the People’s Liberty, whether
they will \maintain his Minifters or not, but has pofitively
) ordain’d, that they awho preach the Gofpel, fhould Lime of
1C0r.9. 14,2, _Go/;el. ""Does God take care that the Ox [beuld wot be
T 9 Muzsmelled that treadeth out the Corn'?  And can any ima-
ne, that he would negle&’ the Labourers of his own
Lak. 10. 7. ‘Vineyard # No. He knows that the Labourer is wvorihy of
- bis Hire; and they who withold it, in this Cafe, are
Mal. 3. 8, Chargeable with the Crime of Sacriledge. e huve Robted
" sme, fays Gob, in Tythes and Offerirgs.  Hence appears,
that Minifters juflly Glaim a2 Maintainance, not as™ a Gift
but as a Debt. They ought to be Examplary in Charity
to the Poor, and given to Hofpitallity ; but how can they
iTim. 5. 17 he either, without a fufficient Support: Docable Henoar,
ay .good Commentators, js Reverence and Maintenance,
The Expreflion intimates that the fupport fhou’d be Ho-
nourable : For tho’ Minifters are not to Live in a gorge-
rous Manner, yet they fhon'd be above Contempt. Think
- not within yourfelves, that this is a felfith Doérine ; fince
you muft own it is the exprefs Mind of God: And tho’
others may be influenc’d by covetous Motives, that which
smakes it grievous to a faithful Minifter to be fraitned by
.the Narrownefs of his People, is, that it tends  to hinder
him in his Great Work. = ° C
“ ‘Therefore, Brethren, confider him that is over you in the
Lord, and Admonithes you.——Confider, you are his Care ;
for you he Studies, for you he Prays, and for your fakes
bCor.12.15 he Spends and is Spent. You are his Joy in Life, and his
’ "" Crown in the Day of the Lord. - And it is partly in your
Power to lighten his Burthen, and iweeten his Life. You
<an prevent his being necefarily encumfer'd with the -per-
" plexing Cares of this Life; and you can comfort his Soul,
: zyvyour devout Attendance on the Ordirances of God, and
diligent Endeavours to profit by them. Your Care, to
avoid {candalous Crimes, and to adorn the Doéirine of God
your Saviour; your dutifal Demeanour, and ready Subjection
2o the due Order and Difcipline of the Church; your
. peaceful Difpolitions towards each. other, and Jndufiry te
Jpromote one another’s Edification ; will greatly contribute to
- R prevent
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prevent his Difcouragements, and alfo encreafe his.Joy. If
there be therefore any Confolation in CHRIST, if any Comfort Philz. 1o
of Lowe, if any fellowybip of the Spirit, if any Boawels and

. Mercies; fulfl ye bis Foy, that ye be like Mif:ded, baving
;b:r .c/;m: {afu:, being of one accord, of ohe Mind:

. ‘ E R RzA F A.

PAge 3. for weighed, read weighted.* -Page 12. for forfafe,
read forfake. Page 13. for, preach to faithfulnefs, read

preach to faintnefs. Page 18. after~thefe Words, in fome

Communities, add, of Chriftians,
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