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ALETTERT
- To a Frmenp,

My dear Frie®Dd, -

YT isalamentable Truth, that when-
A cver the Gofpel is preach’d with fuch !
ower and Purity as to fhake the ftrong
Holds of Satan, and roufe a World ly-
ing fecurely in. Wickednefs ; then thofe
who guéht_, and feem’d to be Pillars of
God‘s Houfe, and Religion's only Eriends,
do_always make. the moft violkn |

politisn, azainft ir. The Chur_ch‘-.ofﬁq‘ |
~has "always bad its Ebbings and Flow-
angs 4 fometimes flourifhi and: again

“declining 3 and whoever will lock intg

the Hiftory of it, with any Care ’ancf*

Attention, will be obligd to grant the
Truth of the-following Qbfegvagions a.

mong many others, Firf, that, in what-

~ ever State ir was, there was always

fuch People, fuch Priefts, If the Chuych
was in a declining. Scate ( and fome:
times there was hardly Faith to be found
on the Earth ) in fuch Times the Pricfts
were all of a Piece with the People,

. alike Secure and Blind; ndither could

it ordinarily be otherwife, becaufe. the
‘ | - - Priclts
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Prielts too muft be
fameé Lump, the fame way leavened. And
Secondly, -we may obferve, that whenever
God wonld retorm his Church and re-
vive his Perple, he always did {fomething
excraordinary ; he ruls‘d up fome emi.
rent Mén to Alarm the World of their

Dinger 3 and vo thefe gave Qualifications |

furted to the Circumitances the Church
was in, Thirdly, we may obfeive, that
thefe were always oppofed and gejet-
ed, hy that Set of Prielts who were
then eftablithed when a2 Reformation
began : It was the Builders, who al.

ways fer at nought the Chief Corneré

o

Stone. No wuonder then, thara ruthing
Wind fhould make their Houfe 1

mighty
reel and totrer, and fall to the Greund.
Thus rhe falfe Prophers perfecuted the

true Ones; and the Scribes and Phari. |
fees who fat in Mofes his Seat, per- |

fecuted our Saviour and his Apoftles ;

and from the very Beginning of the

World, to this Duy, the Obfervations
will hold good. Fourthly, we may oh-
ferve, ‘that Pride and Intercft always
hindeid the Gencrality of thefe Ece
clefiatticks from Embracing CHRIST
they would not humble themfelves fo
far as to own their Ignorance or Pre.

juduce 3

:aken out of the |
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juduce s and their Interelts made them
always {trive to ftr up the People a

gainit Chnift and bis Gofpel, that {0
they

might Keep them on their own
ide 3 and thus, by mfe.fible D gre:s,
hey have ftoppd their Ears ard fhut

ftherr Eyes, and would neither fce nof
hear
wiy .
ing neirber willing ro enter imo the
Kingdom of Heaven themfelves, nor yet
fio {uff.r thofe who were entenng 1o
go in,
cial y _
bicceret Enemics. But Fiftily,

and have ftiill, alas! trnd a
much Pcople trom the Lord, be-

Hence, havz they been judi-
hardend of God, 25d become his
bly, we may
ferve, that the very Merbods they
ve us‘d to Supprefs rthe People of
d, thofe very Methods has God, in
s Wifdom, made ufe of to raifc his
aple higher, and to confound thofe
10 devisid them. The very: Athes of
e Martyrs hive hecome the Sced of
2e Church, But S xthly, we may .al-
{o obferve, tuar the Propaets, and Chrif’y

%nd his Apoities, and all orher eminent

Reformers, in Ordur 1o promore the
Gefpel, have alway, dath'd the Credit
of 2 carnal Set «f Teachers, thar {o
the P:ople might be tiee trom one great

\Prcjuduce which they labour'd under,

that
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that is, the bold Concraditions of eheir

own Teachers, in whofe Favour they are
‘apt to beblindly prepoflefsd. Aad Leftly, -
we may obferve, that the common People
gladly, to the § .
great Diflatisfattion of the Scribes and"
Pharifees : Heve any of the Rulers or Pha-
rifees believ’d om bim 2 No, but this Peo. |
ple who know nor the Law areaccurfed. -

Now in order to run a Parallel, be-
tween palt and prefent Times, 1 will ;
take f{t for granted, that the World has .
long beecn very fecure; there has been
Profeffors abonr the:

do generilly hear Chiift

litctle Stir amons
State of their Souls; few groaning un.
der a Senfc of their Sins; few broken
Reeds or Smoaking

Sin, of Righteoufnefs, and of Judgment.
And now a f{tiff-necked and rebellious
People do always refift the Holy Ghoft,
as their Predeceflors, the Scribes and
Pharifees, and their Adherents did for-
merly, fo they do now. The Scribes and
Pharifees, who were Office Bearers in
Carilt’s Church, gave him the worft
Trcatment, ftirr'd up the People againit

- | him,

Flax; few feeking:
atter Jefus, but only feeking after Or.™
dinances in a lifelefs formal Manner :™
Now God is pleafed to fend the Com.

torter into the World, to convince it of !
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him, call’d him a Deceiver, faid he had
a Devil, and way befide himfelf; and
would account for all his Miracles from
Spells and Charms; went abour to en-
{fpate him in his Words; had they come
with a fincere Detlire ot Intormation, this
had been well, but they came to trap
him, with captious, enfnaring Queftions,
that they might have wherewith to ac-
cufe him ; they faid he {poke Blafphemy,
and wouid not let the People hear him
that be was for making bhimfelf a tem.
poral Kingdom ; would not fubmit to
their Chuich Government, nor walk ac-
co'ding to the Traditions ot the Fathers,
How did they bzfpactét his Charater !
No doubt their Pulpits were fill’'d wich
Inveftives againft him. And what was the
Reafon of this Bitter Qutery againit
Chrift ? Why, he called the Seribes and
Pharifees a Pack of Hypocrites, to their
Faces; told the People to beware of
them and their Dc&rinss : He kept a-
loof from them, and damned them, for
their rotten Performances, Prayers, Faft.
ings and Alms. This, this was what
provok’d their Splecn, apd did Whet
their Malice ; becaufe of this, they faid,
he fpoke againft the Law of God, which
commanded the Performance of th:)m.

§
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O I the babling ignorant Pricfts, that
would feem fo great Friends to Holi-
nefs ; and under a Difguife of Religion
deceive the People who do not und.r.
ftand the Gofpel! Thuas the Scribes a:d
Pharifess and their Allies, have always,
either ignorantly or willtully miftaken
Chrilt, and ftumbled at that Scumbling
Stone, that Rock of Offence, and have
been broken as maay as have tallen upon
it; but that is noc all, for while they
lie unrecovered, the fame Stone will
fali on them, and grind them to Powder,
Alas! how many of rheir Succeflurs do
pray for the Day of the Lorg, and yet
know it not now when it is come: Wo
to them, for the D.y of the Lord is
to them Dirknefs, and not Light, full
of Stumbling Blocks and Offences, and
nct at all according to their Liking. How
do they cavil at this and thar; for the

~marural Man, receiveth not the Things

of the Spirit-oft God, for they ate Fool.
ithnefs to him, and he caanut p.fhbly
know them, becaufe they are fpiritually
difcerned : The meanelt Bceliever knows
mure of thefe Things than the molt

learned faithlefs Ribhi: Fur why, the
~one has felr and experienced them, and

!

the other has only heard of them. And
when

(7)

when the ‘roufed World begins to Rand
aghalt, being powertully convinced by
Gedes Spirit of their miferabl Srare, and
are made to crv out under their Burden,
then carnal Scouls, who have never felt
thefe Things, do imagin that Prieft and
Pecple ar¢ belide themfelves; and will
tell you, this is all the Power of Fancy,
the P.flions and Affe&ions a little mevid;
which might he done ro as gocd Purpof-
es by an cld Quaker Wife, or an A&or of
Tragedies; and fome are fo bold as to
call;it p Work of the Devil. And as forx
Mr, Whirefield and the Temnents, they
are diforderly Brethren, do not. walk
according to the Tradivons of the El-
ders, (1. e. when they perceive them to
have a Tendency to.binde: the Progrefs

of Chrift’s Gofpel ) they go about to -

get the Applaufg of the World, and to
make themfelves a Party 5 their Doc.
trines are unfound, becaufe they damn
their formal Prayers and fpeak againft
carnal Minifters, and warn the. .People

to -take. Care .of them; -they .talk of

Affurance of God‘s Love, an! Joy im

the ‘Holy Ghoft, as the Priviledge of

all Beleivers 3 Thoey talk of the Ne-
ceflity of deep Couviltions, and amufe

the People with fome new Notions and

L)

Modes 5
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Modes; and a great deal of Stuff to
this Purp.fe, which I need not wait
now to confure: Nay more, to compleat
an ugly Chara€ter, they are called by
fome, wandering Stars, blazing Comets,
that will appear for awhile in Bright-
nefs, and cthen Vunith into Smoke :
Are not thefe the Devil’s Advocates
and Pleaders of his Caufe ! whofe Spi-
rit comes from them ?

Now, | would gladly learn from thefe

diabolical Reafoners, ( be they Minifters
or People ) wherher it be the Devil’s
Cuftom to fet the World in an Up.

roar about "ne Srate of theis Souls ¢

I ufed to think and fay, that when
the firong Man armed keeps the Houfe,
all bis ©oods are ar Peace ; but, if what
“they fay be true, I muit change my
Opinion of Satan, and think he is grown
a Penitent Reformer. And if the Powi
er of Fancy is fo grear, as to convince
the World powerfully  of Sin, to make
‘them feel irs Burdén as they never did
before,” to' make them cry fervemtly and
importunately Night and Day to God
for Mercy; to fill their Hearts with
ftrong Dcfires after Jefus, and make
him precious to their Souls, altogether
lovely and defireable, the cheifeft aa
' | mong

(
mong tén Thm"sfandgg) to make them
reftlefs. and unfarisfi-d until they find
Jefus, their Souls beft beloved ; and
nothing will quiet or pleafe them but
fome Token of his fpecial Love and
pardoning Grace to their own Souls 3

{ if it makes them leave their Warer.

Pots, and Worldly Concerns, their for.
mer Porfuits, and all cheir Darling
Pleafures and Profirs, asd flock to hear
the true Do€trin=s of the Gofpel preach’d
and pref§'d warmly and Powerfully, and
folemnly apply’d; to hear Di&rines fo
direltly contrary to their natural De:
fires of Peage and Eafe and Security ;

L3

to Bear themfelves eondemhned ; their

‘Idreadful doom difplay’d 5 their former
i peaceful Hopes deftroy“d and cut down

;10 hear. Sermons that fearch them 1o
ithe quick ; thar fcorch their Confcience,
and diftrefs them to the wrmoft De-
gree; that makes them cry out in the
Ritternefs of their Souls, What ball we
do 20 be faved 2 Now, I fay, if this be

not the Work of God, but only a fan-
ciful - Delufion, then farewel Reafon and
Common Senfe, ! then, my Soul, thou
a1t 0o lenger able ro diftinguith between
ight-and Darknefs ! Virtue and Vice,
oligefs Bnd Wickednefy 'aze Empiy
Ll Namss,
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Names, and lie wholly confus‘d an un.
diftinguithed Mixtare, an infepparable
Heap! Then farewel all our Knowledre!
farewel Scripture Promifes and facred
Hiftory ! all are Deceit, Delufions, en-
thufiaftick Notions : Then it might be
the Power of a warm Imagination, that
caus’d three Thoufand conviéted Souls
to cry out, Men and Breihren, what
fhall we do? Then I will confefs that
an old Quaker Wife, or an expert Tra.
gudian, may, by their Craft, work up
the Pufli.ns and Affe&lions of their
Hearers, fo far as to make them go
Weeping, and Mourning gs they go,
enquiring the way to Zion, with their
Faces thitherward 3 and may comvince
the World of Sin, of Righteousnefs, and

-

( n

fome ' reverend ‘Seribe )m?ght tell the
Members of the Synagogue, that he had
feen or bheard of an Aflembly of Ps-
gens as much melrea as thar, by hear-
ing an eloquentand warm Speech from
’Cmro the Koman Oraror; and conclud-
ed firmly, that this was not to hea.
xen any Norice of. Oh Minifters of Sa-
tan! Enemies of all Righteousnefs ! who
thus,: like Elimas, do fecek to turn the
People away trom the Faith ! Are there
¢t ~Mafters in Ifrae/ who have no
nowledge of a wounded Spirrit! Why
do they.talk . fo ignorantly, fo maliciouf:
ly of the Work of God on his: Peo.
ple’s Hearts! When they tdlk of €on-
viltions, they feem:to mean nothing but
ineffc&ual dry Convi€on ; a Convi&ion

!;an

Judgment fo powerfully, that we can- gof the Underftanding that never affcéls
not diftinguifh between them, and the the Heare, They ‘cannot hear of People
Woikings of God’s Spirit, [ do not in [ctying . out under.them; no, this is
the lealt doubr, but thofe who com- MNonfenfe : Ler them f:arch the Records
manded the Apoftles nor to preach in lof Scorlemd's Reformarior, and they will
the Name of J:fus, did frive to per- find, thar foinc have faliex dead, and
fuade the People that thofe three Thou- fainted, and cried out under God‘s pow-
fand who cried out, were got into a®rful Workings. Whar will they un.
whimlical, fanciful, enthufiaftick Fit, andflerltand, by the Commandment coming
would come to themfelves again; thachnd flaying a Perfon, by breaking up
this was a fudden Commotion of thefhe fallow Ground, renting the Hearr,
Paflions and Affctions; and PoffiblyWoundisg the Spirit, by bLeing weary,

T A fome! labouring -




(12)

labouring and heavy laden ? Is all thid
withour feeling ? They  can talk of the
Duties of Hclinels, and will propofe
Rewards, and tell the Happinefs ¢f Hea:
ven 1 They can declaim agsinft srofs
Out Breakings, and Damn the prefilting
Doers to devouring Flames ; bot the
Devil cares not how mueh they Proach
thus, if they never reach the Heart,
if a Mawch with Chrift be not atiained.
Do they difcover the hidden Corners o
the Heart, and confound the felt-deceiv:
ing Hypoctite, and uamask the carnal
Proteflor £ Do they lay his Heart opcn
to his own, view, thar h¢ goés daway
felf vondemgpd + If this wese clofely!
done, we fhould have had more News
of wonnded Spirirs, (f ! had time |
would fet thefe Things in a clearer
Light; bu I muft halten to s Conclubion,

I have heard Mr. Whirefeld's Cha
rakter is fufly and malicioufly befpat
ter‘d ; that he is reprefented as @ vain
Fellow, a Self feeker, Proud, a Detelver
of the Peopley that he is getting Money!
to purchafe an Eftate to himielf, “i
the like; or fomethirg that will bead
the famé Senfe: 1 wiil only oblerve)
that Mr. Whischeld is 'very fure of God!
eternal Love, and is not afraid that c.vge

| ¢
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he fhall he aftham‘d of his Hope, Let
thofe then, who thus revile him; firft
confider, whether they can confate his
Evidences of God‘s Faveur. or whether
they have as good themfelves 5 if none
of thefe can be done, let them be dif-
regarded. as Perfons thit do harm ro

the Lord‘s Prophets, and touch his A.

noin‘ed. His Behaviour may be fer in
an ugly ridicalous Light; but the World
knows the Gravity, Humillity Undif-
guifednefs, Heavenlynefs, Meeknefs, Setf,

denial, Temperance, and Modefty, rhat

appear plainly in all bis Condu€t. He
is .hold ras a ‘ .
Caufe, 2nd bids ‘Defiants o Barehi and

Hell, to Devils and wicked Men. He

is zealons, lively and diligent, which

cannot be'denied 5 and his Dokrine found,’
whicki cannot be condemned, unlefs by
thofe who would cavil at Words, not
attending to the Scrain of his Sermons s
( 1 will:'ndt ¢ondemn any one rhat

would come in the Spirit of Meeknefs,

in a fit Seafon, to be inform‘ »nf what

they doubt of. )

But what nettles fome of them moft,

and makes them catch at any Prevence
to quarrel with Mr, Whirtefield, is his
preaching againft carnal Minifters, and

confounding

ion in his: Mafter's

|
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confounding their Manner of Teaching,

and D &iines, and telling rne People
to beware of them, as his Maftor did
f:rasmuch as they are but only Wolves,
tho' they may
I know not what blind Faralivy it is,
that muikes any of them [how a Dif-
like to this D ,éEtrine:
that they
nal Teachers ? Does their Confcicnce
.apply it to them ¢ If fo, they might
make a better Impmvement of it, than
to quarrel with ic: If not, why are
they offend:d av it? why do they not
join in 1% why do fomg of theng preach,
t at ir's Wo mager whecher 2 Minifter

the Golpel be gracelefs or gracious ?
Now Sir, I leave you to judge, whe-

ther. che Parallel will not run. much

better between thofe who oppufe the
Work of God, and the ancient Scribes
and Phanfees. and cheir :Adherents,
than between Mr, Whitefield and an old
Ywakzr Wife, or a diffumbling - Trage:
Cran. ~1 do not aim whatl have faid,
sgainit any but thofe
Peopk, who oppofe the Work of God,

and focak contemptuoufly of ir; who.

Mock and Deride poor convinced Souls,

that are not able to bear the Load of

have Sheeps Cloathing.

Are they afraid
(hall be found to be the cat-

Minilters and..

and fave them from

(15)
a deeply wounded Spirit, but are forc'd,§
to cry oat in the Bitternefs of their
Souls, whenever God opens their Eyes, -
to fee their miferable, their damnable
Condition, in order to make them fly
to Jefus, the Redeemer of a perifthing
World, He it is, that will bind up
their broken, wounded Hearts, that will
keal their Souls and forgive their Sins,
‘em. He it is,
that will put a New Song in their 1
Mouths, even Praifes to the God of
their Salvation, and Hofannas to the
Son of ”ﬁ:wd " They f{hall eternally
rejeice, e U rofthane, [ ughing,
mockm World 4?: Fl gbéfnall }t%ourﬁﬂ |
Let Defptfers enme and behold and
wonder and perith. They may, mdeed
occafion much Tribulation to the Szmts"
here on Earth, but can never climb to
Heaven to difturb them there.

Sir, you may make what Ufe yon
pleafe of thefe Lines, | profefs tihem
to be the fixed Semtiments of my Soul,
and am ready to defend them, oppofe
them Who will : Forasmuch as I firm-
ly beleive, that neither my Station, or
Youth, or any other l‘hlng, can pombly |
excufc me, if [ fhould refufe to ap-

. pear
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pear v Day for Gedts Caufer; to find
for rhe LOl?d :sgainft . they Mighty,
of whatever - Rank, Age. or S:ution they
1);:.,,,_Bu,r;"ﬂ«if:‘l= hiave written any. thing
that is najuftifiable, when ] am gonvinced
of iv, 1 will por be afhamd 1o acknow-
~ ledge ta the World, gzhar I:was in an
| Errory-= If any Maa will- be offended,

and odrawn away from Chrift, d canney
may opea
1 v

~help v 5 1 prag thar God
his Eyes. ¢ v
{
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