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LATE CONTINENTAL ARMY,

Friends, Countrymen, Brethren, and Fellow Citizens,

HE propofed plan of cortinental government is now

fully known to you.
You have read it, I truft, with the attention it defervesess

You have heard the objettions that have been made to ite=
You have heard the anfwers to thefe objeétions

If you have attended to the whole with candour and une
biaffed minds, as becomes men that are poffefled and de-
fervipg of freedom, you muft have been alarmed at the re-
fult of your obfervations. Notwithitanding the fplendor
of names which has attended the publication of the new
conititution j notwithftanding the fophiftry and vain reafon
ings that have been urged to fupport its principles ; alas ®
you muft at leaft have concluded ihat great men are not al-
ways infallible, and that patrictifm itfelf may be led into
effential errors ,

The objettions that have been made to the new conftitue
tion are thefe s |

1. Itis not merely (as it cught to be) a CONFEDERAG
TION of STATES, but a GOVERNMENT of INDIVIDUe
als,

3. T he powers of Congrefs extend to the, liwves the libere
diesyand e property of every citizen, o

3. The fovereignty of the different States is /0 fafle
deftroyed in its moit effentiai parts,

4. What remuains of it will only tend to create violens
diflentions between the ftate governments snd the Congrefs,
and terminate in the ruin of the oue or the cibers
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1 The corfequence rauft therefore be, either that the
anion of the ftates will be dedtro; ol by w violent ttruggle, or
that their fovereignty will be fwabiswndd up by-filent en-
crcachments into an univerfal ariftor,wey; becaufe it s
clear, that if two diffevent fian ~cion poawers have a co-e-
qual command over the pirfes ot the citizens, they wil}
ftruggle for the fpoils, and the weakelt wiil be in the end
obliged to visld to the <Horts of the ftrong -1,

6. Congrefs being poiiefied of thefe Lnmenfe powers,
the liberties of the ffates and of the prople are net fecured
by aBrLr or Dicrararion of Ricurs,

7. The fovereignty of the States is not expreflly referved;
the feran only, and not the YUBSTANCE of their govern-
ment, is guaranteed to them by exprefs words,

8. TR1AL by Jury, that facred bulwark of liberty, is
ABoLisHED in CiviL CasEs, and Mr. WILSON, oneef
the Conventien, hastold vou, thatnet being able ta agree as
to the FPorMm of eftablifmag this peint, they have left you
depiived of the SUBSTANC, H};')e are his own words—%
“ The fubject was involved n difficulties. The convene
tion found the talk foo difficult for thers, and lcft the.bufi-
nefs as it {tands.”

. The LinErTY of the Pyt s is not fecured, and the
powers of Congrefs are fully adequa‘e to its dettructior, as
~ they aic to have the trial of libels, or pretended libels again(:
the United States, and may, by a curfed abominable STAM ™
AcT, (as the Boawdstn adminiflration have done in Mafla-
chufetts) preclude you: eﬁ'c&uall) from all means of infore
mation.  Mr. Wilfan bas given you an anfaver to thefe
arguments,

1o. Congrefs have the power of keeping up-a STAND-
ING ARMY in time of peacc, and Mr. Wallon has told
you THAT IT WAS BECESSARY,

11. The LEGISLATIVE and EXECUTIVE powers are
not. ant feparate as every oneof the American Confhitusi-
ons deciare they ought to be 5 but they are mixed in a man-
ner entiely novel and uuknowr -even in the conthitutien
of Gieat-Britain ; becaufs,

32, InEngland the kirg only has o nominal - negative
aver the pmcmhryr, of the lecifiature, which he has NE-
vix DARED to EXERCIsL fince the davs o1 Eing Walli.
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s, whercas, by the new Confhitution, hotli the forefides?
general and the fenate, Two EXECUTIVE BRANCHES of
GOVERNMENT, have that vunmu, and are ntondad to
Juppert each other in the exercife of it.

13. The reprefentation of the lower houiz is too mull
conliiting only of 65 members.

14. That of the fenate is fo fimall, that renders its ex.
tenfive powers extremely dangerous: it is to comndnt caly of
26 members, two thirds of whom mu't concur to conclude
any treaty or alliance with foreign powers @ Now, we wiil
fuppofe that five of them are ahfent, fick, Jdead, orruaulie
to attend, favesty-one will temain, and ug Stot thele (s
third and one over) may prevent the concition of aiv tica-
ty, even the mott favourable to America.  Huore wiil be
a fine field for the intrigucs, and even thie bribery and cr-
mptiwx of Eurapean powers,

. The molt noportant branches of the Execurive
DhP ARTMENT are to be put into the hands of a_inele mu-
giftrate, who will be in fust an ELecTmive King. The
Mivirary, the land and naval foxcu are to be entirely ar
his difpofal 5 and thucmu,

16. Should the fenate, by the intrigues of foreign pow -
ers, becomc devoted to toreign mﬂuemu, s was the cau.
of iatcin Sweden, the people wiil be cbhucd, as the Swedes
Lave been, to feek their refuge in thearms of 1!1:: MonNarcH
or PRESIDENT GE~ERAL

17. RoTaTioNn, that noble prerog'imc of liberty, is
entively exclu-ed from the new tvitem of novernment, and.
grest men may and probably will be coniinued inodice du.
ring their lives.

18. ANNUAL ELECTIONS are aboliflic!, and the peopic
are not to re-affume theirnghts untl the cipiration of tave,
Jour and fix years.

19. Congrefs ase to have the power of fixing the time,
placeand manner of holding cluﬂ:ons, fo as o keep than
tor ever tubiected to their inflence.

2. The importation of {luves is not te he prohibited
until the year 1808, und SLAVERY will })lu‘?&.)ly YRR
1o exaphe in Pemlfylv.mn.

21, The MILITIA 18 to be under the yinmediate com.
maud of Congrefs, aud wmen confaiencivuitly jorupulous o
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bearing arms, mry be compelled to perform military duty.,

22 The new governinent will be ExPENSIVE beyofld
any we have ever experienced; the judicial department alone,
with its concomitant train of judses, juflices, chancellors,
clerks, fheriffs, coveners, efcheators, jiate attornies and fo-
licitors, eonftables, &c. m cvery ftate, andin every couna
ty in cach ftate, will be a burden beyond the utmott abjlities
of the people to hear.~———And upon the whole

23. A government partaking of MONARCHY and ARI-
STOCACY will be fully and firmly citablithd, and li-
berty will be but a name to adorn the /hart hiitoric page of
the haleyon days of America,

Thefe, my countrymen, are the ohiections that have heen
made to the new propoled fyltem of government; and if
you read the fyftem itfe f with attention, you will find them
all to bo founded in truth., But what have you been told
in anfwer ?

I pafs over the fophiftry of Mr. Wilfon in his equivocal
fpeech at the ttate l‘mu{'c. His pretended arguments have
becn echoed and re cchoel by every retailer of politics, and
evicforioufly refuted by feveral patriotic pens.  Tadeed if you
read this tamous fpeech in a cool difpailionate moment, you
will find it to contain nomare than a train of pititul fophif-
try and evafions, unworthy of the man who {poke them.
T have taken notice of fume of them in ftating the objetions,
and they mutt, I am fure, have excited yourfi{y and in-
dignation. Mr., Wilfon is a man of fenfe, learning and
extenfive information, unfortunately for him he has never
fought the move folid fiune of patriotifim, During the late
war he nurrowvly eleaped the eff &s of popular rage, and the

eaple fellom arm themfelves againft a citizen in vain,
;.,l'hc whole tenor of his political conduct has always heen
firongly tainted with the {pirit of high ariffocracy; he has
wever been knewn to ‘oin in a truly popular meafure, and
his ta! nts have ever heen devoted to the patrician intereft.
His lofty carriage in dicates the lofty mind that animates
him, a mind ableto conccive and perform great things, but
which unfortunately can fee nothing great out of the pale of
power and worldly grandeur; defpifing what he calls the in-
ferior order of the people, popular liberty and popular affem-
blics offer to his cxalted imagination an idea of meane(s and
eontemptibility which he hardly fecks to conceal—ile fees
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ata diftance the pomp and pageantry of courts, he fighi
after thofe ftately palaces and that apparatus of human
greatnefs which his vivid fancy he s taught him o confides
as the {upreme good. Men of fublime minds, he conceives,
were born a different race from the reft of the fons of men,
to them, and them only, he imagines, high heaven intended
to commit the reins of earthly government,.. the: remaining

a:t of mankind he fees below at an immenfe diitance, they,
{;e thinks were horn to ferve, to adminifter food to the ame
bition of their fuperiors, and become the fcot-ftool of their
power. Such is My, Wilfon, and fraught with thefe high
1deas, it is no wonder he fhould exert all his r2lents to. fup-
port a form of government fo admirably contrived to car
them into execution—But when tie people, who poflefs
colleétively a mafs of knowledge fupeiior to his own, en-
quire into the principles of that government on the eftablithe
ment or rcjeétsan of which depend their dearelt concerrs,
Wwhen he is called upon by the voice of thoufands to come
aitd explain that favorite fyftem which he holds forth as an
objet of their admiration, he comes—he attempts to fup-
port by reafoning what reafon never didtated, and finding
the attempt vainy his great mind, made for nobler purpofes,
is obliged to (toep to meun evafions and pitiful fophifiry
himiclt not deceived, he itrives to deceive the people, and
the reafonable attempt delincates his true charaéter, beyond
the reach of the pencil of a Weft or a Peale, or the pen of
& Valerius,

And yet that fpeect, weak and infilious as it is, is the
onlv artempt that has been made 1o {upport by argument
the political monfter, THE PROPOSED CONsTITU-
TION. I have fought in vain amidft the immenfe heap of
tie.dh that has been publithed on the fubjeét, an argument
waiiby of refutation, aid T have not been able to find it.
It you can bear the ditjratt which the reading of thofe pie-
ecs mult nuturaliy occanon, an which T have felt in the
Weeiclt degree, 1ead them, e 2o 2 oiiizens, and fay whee
thor they contnin the leaft o low « Cogical reafoning, fay,
() viag yoar hads upon ooy heain ) wiether there is ony
thing in them that can inpeels univigned  conviction upes
your unpremdiced minds,

Onc of them only T fhal] (zke notice of, 19 which 1 find
rhat argumient is weakly auempted,  1ias piecce 35 figned
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e Ax- AMERICAN CITIZEN,' and hasappeared with great.
pemp. in- four fucceeding numbers in feveral of our newf(-
s. Butif you read it attentively, you will find that it
does not tell us what the new conftitution 1s, but what it
18 NOT, and extolls it on the fole ground that it does not
eontain ALL the principles of tyranny with which the Eu.
sopean governments are difgraced. | |
But where argument entirely failed, nothing remained for

the fupporters of the new conititution but te endeavor to in-

flame. your paflions—The attempt has been made and I am

. forry to find not entirely without effet. Th.e great names

of WASHINGTON and FRANKLIN have heen taken
in vain, and fhockingly proftituted to effect the moft infa~
mous purpofes——What! becaufe our auguft chieftain has
fubfcribed his narhe in his capacity of prefident of the con-
vention to the plan offered by them to the ftates, and becaufe
the venerable fage of Penn{ylvania, has teffified by his fig-
nature that the majority of delegates of this jlate aflented to
the fume plan, will any one infer from this that it has met
with their entire approbation, and that they confider it as a
mafter piece of human wifdom ? I amapt to think the con-
trary, and I have goed reafons to ground my opinion on.

In the firft place we have found by the publication of
Charles Cotefworth Pinckey, Efq. one of the figning mem-
bers of the convention, who has expreffed the moft pointed
difapprobation of many important parts of the new plan of
government, that all the members whofe names appear at
the bottorn of this inftrument of tyranny have not concurred
in its adopticr.  Many of them might conceive themfelves
bound by :he opinion of the maiority of their ftate, and
leaving the people to their own judgment upon the form of
government offered to them, might have conceived itimpo-
litiz by refufing to fign their nunes, to offer to the world
the lamentable fpeacle of theditunion of a body on the de-
cifions of whom refted all their hopes. We kNow and the
loug fitting of the convention tells us, that, (asit is enlea-
vored to perfuade us) concord and unanimity did not rergn
exclufively among them. The thick veil of fecrecy with
vehich therr proceedings have been covered, has left us en-
tirely in the dark, as to the debates that took place, and the
anascount.ble SUPPRESSION OF THE{R JOURNALS, the
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higheft infult that could be offered to-the majéty-of the peo.
le, hews clearly that the whole of the new plan was entire.
f the work of an arifocratic majority.
But let us fuppofetor a moment that tie propofed govern.
ment was the unanimous refult of the deliberations of the
convention—-mutt it on that account preclude an inveftiga-
~ tion of its merits ? Are the people to be ditated to withoat
appeal by any fet of then, however great, however dignia
fied ? Freedom fpurns at the idea and rejeéts it with difdain
—We appeal to the colletive wifdom of a great nation, we
appeal to their general fenfe which is to be ealily obtained
through the channel of a multitude of free Ireffes--from
the opinions of thirty-inine men, who, fecluded from the reft
of the world, without the poflibility of conferring with the
reft of their fellow citizens, have had no opportunity of rece
tifying the errors into which they may have been led by the
moft defigning among them. We have feen names not lefs
illuftrious than thofe of the members of the late convention
fubferibed to the prefent reprobated articles of confederation,
and if thofe pctriots have erred, there is no reafon to fup-
ofe that 2 fucceeding fct fhould be more free from error,
glay, the very men who advocate fo ftrongly thenew plan of
government and fupport it with the infallibility of Dr,
Franklin, affect to defpife the prefent conftitution of Penn-
fylvania, which was ditated and avowed by that venerable
patriot.—=They are confcious that he does not entirely ap-
prove of the new plan, whofe principles are fo different from
thofe he has eftablifhed in oureyer glorious conttitution, and
there is no doubt that is the reafon that induced them to
leave his refpected name out of the ticket for the eleétion.

Now then, my fellow citizens, my brethren, my friends
if the facred flame of liberty be not extinguifhed in your
breafts, if you have any regard for the happinefs of your-
> {tlves, and your pofterity, let me entreat you, earneftly en.
trcat you by all that is dear and facred to free men, tocone
fider well before you take an awful ftep which may involve
in its confequences the ruin of millions yet unborn—You
are on the brink of adreadful precipice j==in the name there-
fore of holy liberty, for which I have fought and for which
we have all fuffered, I call upon youto muke a folemn paufe
before you proceed,  One ftep more, and perhaps the fcene
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of freedom is clofed forever in America, I.et nota fet of
afpiring defpots, who make us SLAVES and tell us “tis our
CHARTER, wreft fromyou thofe invaluable bleffings, for
which the mott illuftrious fons of America have bled and
died—butexert yourfelves, like men, like freemen, and like
Americans, to tran{mit unimpaired to your lateft pofterity
thofe rights, thofe liberties, which have ever been fo dear te
you, and whichyitis yet in your power to preferve,

.
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