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2 TiM. 1. 2.
And the things which thou baft beard of me,

among many witneffes, the fame commit thou
to faithful men, who fhall be able to teach
cthers alfo.

T has pleafed God, in his infinite wifdom,
to commit the facred miniftry of reconci-
ciliation to men of like paffions with their
finful brethren. Had the adorable majefty
of heaven perfonally and immediately treated
with finners, his tremendous glory would
have overwhelmed their fecble nature, and
they would have cried out, with the trem-
bling camp of Ifrael, ‘ Let me not hear a-
¢¢ gain the voice of the Lord my God, nei-
¢ ther let me fee this great fire any more,
¢¢ that I die not.” Therefore, to negotiate
a treaty of peace with our guilty race, he has
condefcended to chufe ambafladors, who are
partakers of the fame nature with ourfelves ;
by which means they can addrefs us in the
encouraging language of Elihu to Job, ¢ Be-
¢¢ hold, I am according to thy wifh, in God's

¢¢ ftead, I alfo am formed out of the clay : be«
¢ hold»

/



[ 6]

¢« hold, my terror fhall not make thee afraid,
¢¢ neither fhall my hand be heavy upon thee.”
Accordingly, after a long fucceflion of patri-
archs, priefts, and prophets, who were in-
vefted with the facred othce, the promifed
Mefliah appeared in the human nature, to
make the laft and fulleft revelation of the
divine will. When he had made his foul a
facrifice for fin, and completed the atonement
which he had undertaken to accomplifh for
the human race, he afcended up on high, led
captivity captive, and received gifts for the
rebellious. Hence he gave fome, apottles,
and fomie, evangelifts,and fome, prophets,and
fome, paftors and teachers, for the perfetting
of the faints, for the work of the miniftry,

and for the edifying of the body of Chrift.
Tuis not only difcovers the amazing con-
defcenfion and mercy of God, but alfo the
unfpeakable importance of the gofpel mini-
ftry ; in as much as it is a miniftry of recon-
ciliation between God and man, in the exe-
cution of which, the efficacy of the Father’s
love, and the merits of the Redeemer’s death,
are intimately concerned. It is an office, in
the exercife of which, minifters become the
favour of life, unto life, or of death, unto
death,
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death, both to themfelves, and to thofe that
hear them ; by which the moft important
affairs in the world are tranfacted ; by which
the fruits of the Redeemer’s purchafe, the
travail of his foul, and the glory of his me-
diatorial exaltation, arc fecured ; by which
the greateft revenue of glory, and the moft
exalted afcriptions of gratitude and praife, re-
dound to God; and millions of his rational
creatures are brought, through the efficacious
operation of his holy Spirit, to the enjoy-
ment of the greateft felicity. For, minifters
being ambafladers for Chrift, as though God
did befeech finners by them, they are to pray
and perfuade them, in Chrift's ftead, to be
reconciled to God. As they are appointed
by the God of heaven to this arduous and
important ftation, they are to treat with fin-
ners in his name and by his authority, and
to tranfact with them the affairs that belong
to their eternal peace. They fhould contri-
bute their friendly affiftance, to extricaie the
immortal fouls, for whom the blefled Redee-
mer has fhed his precious blood, from the
mazes of ignorance and error, in which they
are involved ; to refcuc them from the tyran-
ny of f{in and Satan, and from the darkening

influence

S
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influence of their own ungoverned paflions,
and to bring them into the gloricus liberty
of the fons of God. In a word, they are
workers together with God, to whom the
gofpel is committed as a facred treafure, and
who are the appointed ftewards and diipen-
fers of its divine and glorious myfteries.

Or how much importance then muil it be,
that they be found faithful in the difcharge
of this arduous truft ! With the highett rea-
fon does the infpired apoftle, in our text, cn-
join it upon Timothy, ¢ to commit the
¢ things, which he had heard of him, to
¢« faithful men, who fhould be able to tcach
¢ others alfo.”  As if he had faid, The glo-
rious do&rines of the gofpel of Chrift, which
thcu haft heard of me, confirmed by the
concurrent teftimony of many prophets of
old, or which thou haft heard of me, com-
mitted to thy truft, when thou waft ordained
to the fucred office of the goipel miniftry, in
the prefence of many witnef’ss, commit thou
to others, who are to fucceed thee in the im-
portant charge ; but let it be your folicitous
care, that they be fuch men, as fhall be able
to communicate their knowledge to others,

and
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znd fuch as thou fhalt judge will be faithful
in the difcharge cf their facred truft.

Bur who are thof, that difcharge this
folemn office with fuch fidelity, as will fe-
cure them the apprcbation of the great and
glorious Head of the church 7 We anfwer,

Ten that will faithfully take hceed to
themiclves—to their do@rines—and to the
flock over which the holy Ghoft has made
them bifhops.

Lzt me requeft your candour and atten-
tion, while I enlarge a little on each of thefe
articles, and beg your concurrent afpirations
to heaven, to bring what may be fuggeflted
with divine cnergy to the heart.

I. By fzithful men, we underftand {uch
as will take heed to themfelves—to preferve
a proper frame of mind upon 2ll occafions—
to be examples of good works—and prudently
to fupport the dignity of their facred cha-
ralters, as the ambatfadors of Jefus Chrift.

1. ALTHOUGH it may feem to be much
for cur advantage, that the providence of
God has made it our conftant employment,
to take care of the interefts of religion in the
world ; yet, if we do not excrcife an habi-

B tual /
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tual care over the frame and temper of our
own minds, amidft the duties of our facred
profeffion, our privileges may become our
fnare. We may poflibly forget ourfclves fo
far, as to look upon it as others look upon
their fecular callings, and te conclude that
we have acquitted ourfelves well, when we
have decently pafled through the ufual forms
of public worthip. But if the frame of our
minds be negle&ted in our public mini-
ftrations, we have reafon to fear the moft
alarming confequences, both to ourfelves
. and to them that hcar us. Superficial fer-
bviccs, a lifelefs round of duty, and a cold un-
" aninated fpirit in the folemnities of public
worfhip, are not only highly offenfive to
God, but will alfo rob us of the comforts
of our Chriftian profeflion, and fill our hearts
with forrow and anguifh on every recolle&ion.
And if an allowed and habitual formality,
which is fo inconfiftent with the genius and
fpirit of Chriftianity, be fuffered to prevail
in us, we have reafon to fear, that, atter we
have preached to others, we ourfelves fhall

be caft away.
BuT, on the other hand, when we appear,
in our public mini{irations, to havea ferious
and
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. and folemn fenfe of the weight of thofe truths
' which we deliver to others, the attention of
the hearers will be probably commanded, and
they will imbibe fomething of the fame fpirit.
But if we are cold and unaffe@ed, this will
. proportionably abate the energy of our ad-
drefles, and be, at once, both the caufe and
the excufe for the like infenfibility in them.
Such is the conftitution of the human mind,
that it is naturally imprefled with the warmth
of the public fpcaker, even though it thould
difcover itfelf in the moft artlefs and un-
ornamented ftyle, without any of the flights
of oratory, or the refinements of an harmo-
nious and polithed dittion ; although thefe
are not without their advantages, when fea-
fonably introduced, and judicioufly applicd.
If our hearts, therefore, be duly affeCted with
a folemn fenfe of the incomprehenfible ma-
jefty of God, in whofe prefence we ftand,
and of the worth of immortal {ouls, that are
tottering on the brink of eternal deftruction,
our prayers and fermons, and all our mini-
‘trations, will be happily tinctured by fuch
.n impreffion ; for, ¢ out of the abundance
¢ of the heart the mouth fpeaketh.” Asa

fupreme love to God, and an extenfive bene-
~ volencg
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volence to mar, are the nobleft principles
that can aGuate the human heart, the paftor’s
zeal for the glory of God will be enlivened,
in proportion to the warmth of thefe heavenly
affections, and all his labours will be fweet-
ened, enlivened, and pointed by them. His
inftru&tions will be dclivered with an eleva-
tion and earncftnefs, fuitable to his character;
his people will be difpofed to hear and feel
the force ¢f his admonitions; and the warmth
and fervour of his own {pirit will have a hap-
py tendency to beget the fame ardour and de-
votion 1n them.

D 2. It isalfo effential to fidelity in the mi-
nifterial office, that we take heed to ourfelves,
that we be examples of good works to the

. church of Chrift. The eyes of many are
upon us, and we are like a city, that is built
upon a hill, which cannot be concealed. If
we neglect to teach ourfelves, while we teach
others, or if we dithonour God by breaking
l?is laws, while we make our boaft of them
we fhull do great differvice to the interefts of
religion, and to the fouls of men. Our ac-
tions will be efteemed the genuine interpreters
of the featiments of the mind; and if we dif-
cover, by our condud, an indifference to the

duties
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duties which we recommend to others, we
fhall only build again the things that we would
deftroy, and beget in our hearers a melan-
choly attachment to the practice of vice,
while we attempt to turn them from the ei-
ror of their ways. For this reafon, ¢ a bi-
‘“ thop muft be blamelefs, the hulbard of
‘¢ one wife, vigilant, fober, of good bcha-
¢ viour, given tc hofpitality, not given to
“ wine, no ftriker, nct greedy of filthy lu-
¢¢ cre, but patient, not a brawler, not cove-
- ¢¢ tous, but one that ruleth well his cwn
¢ houfe, having his children in fubjection
‘¢ with all gravity.” There is an eafy tran-

‘ fition from perfons to things, and the world
{ is much governed by example. It would
Q therefore be furprifing, if an oflice, however
i refpectable in itfelf, fhould long continue ia
! reputation, if the ofiicers were generzlly cor-
’ ruptad in their morals. The proftitution of
s the facred office of the gofpel miniftry to sen
i of diffolute morals and debauched lives, either
- through the carclefinefs of the clergy, or the
operation of civil laws, has dore more injury
i to the religion of Chrift, than all the open
. attacks of infidelity and atheifm together. If
g rainiftets, therefore, do not magnify their
office,

L.
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office, by adorning the dorines of God their
faviour, and by exhibiting a lively example
of the principles, which they inculcate, in
their own converfation, they will only build

up, inftead of deftroying, the kingdom of
darknefs. '
3. LasTLy, it is another branch of fid=-
lity in the minifterial office, to guard, with
prudence and circumfpeétion, againft all in-
difcretions of behaviour, which would fully
our rcputation, debafe our office, or impede
our ufefulnefs. Prudence is fo extenfive and
fo neceflary a qualification in a gofpel mini-
fter, that the want of it will obfcure the
brightelt talents, and eclip{c the greateft abi-
lities. If we are ambafladors of the prince
of peace, intrufted with the moft momen-
tous commiffion that was ever granted to
mortals ; the greateft prudence and circum-
fpection is neceffary, in the fele@ion of the
propereft circumftances of time and place, of
charalters and tempers ; left the glory of God
thould be obftruited, the interefts of the Re-
decmer’s kingdom be wounded, and the im-
portant dcfign of our miffion be fruftrated,
by our own imprudent behaviour.  Without
this qualification, in fome tolerable degree,
we
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we fhall only betray our truft, be unfaithful
- to our mafter, and expofe our ficred office to

- the reproaches and contempt of a malevolent
world.

II. FiperiTy in the minifterial office
implies alfo a careful attention to our doc-
- trines.  The faithful minifter of the gofpel
: fhould make himfelf acquainted with the
' principles, upon which it is to be vindicated,
* againft the attacks of infidels and gainfayers
* —fhould diligently ftudy the holy fcriptures,
- that he may know what is the will of God,
i which heis to publith—and fhould alfo take
pams, both in the matter—and the manner
! of his public performances, that they may be
: = calculated to promote the edification of the
3‘ church.
q 1. Ir we would hold faft the faithful word,
? in which we have been inftru&ed, and be able,
{ by found dorine, to exhort and convirce
- gainfayers, we muft be acquainted with the
arguments by which the truth of our holy
- religion is to be fupported. It is the duty
of every profeflor of Chriftianity, to ¢ be
‘“ always ready to give to cvery onc that
“ afketh him, a reafon of the hope that is
““ in

o
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« in him, with meeknefs and fear;” that is,
every private Chriftian fhould be aiways ready
to make an apology for, or defead, the doc-
trines of Chriftianity, upon which all his
hopes for an etermil world are founded.
Much more ‘s it the duty of the minifters
of the gofpel, the public inftructors of man-
kind, to bz well acquainted with the grounds
and principles of that religion, which they
have undertaken to teach the world. Thofe
who have devoted themiclves to the ficred
vork of the holy miniftry, to propagate and
iaculcate the fublime and interefting do&rines
of cternal filvation, cannot be ignorant of
them, without the greateft abfurdity. So
that figelity in our facred office requires us to
take hced to our dolrines in this refpect;
becaufe we cannot otherwife anfwer the cha-
racter of a gofpel minifter, given in our text,
of being able to teach others.

2. Bur we fhould not only be able to
prove, that the facred volume, which we
undertake to expluin, is a revelation from
heaven, and bears the evident ftamp of di-
~inc authority ; but we fhould alfo be well
acquainted with its important contents.  As
we are appointed ftewards of the myfteries of

God,
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E God, we thould ftudy with dilicence to krew
i what the holy Ghott teacheth, comparing {pi-
1 ritual things with (piritual.  The oracles of
God contain our charter for glory and immor-
tality, and teach us what dotrines we are cori-

miffioned to preach, in the name of tiic Lord.
There is an admirable fulnefs and futiicienc
in them, for dorine, for reproof, for cerrec-
tion, and inftruction in righeoufnefs. They
; furnifh us with the moft folid and nfeful
thoughits, for illuftrating, confirming, a:d
enforcing the doctrines, which they contais ;
and are able to make the man of God perfedi,
thoroughly furnifhed for every good word arsd

, work. But ftill it requires long and cloit
ia}wplication to ftudy, to make the man of
: God perfe®, to make us fcribes, well n-
" ftructed unto the kingdom of heaven, and
able to bring out of our treafure things new
. and old, rightly dividing the word of truth.
' We fhould, therefore, furnifh curfclves with
the writings of thofe lights of the church,
who have been mighty in the fcriptures, and
have made it the ftudy of th-ir lives to cx-
plain the word of God ; left we be led away

. with the mere found of words, without at-
% tending to the fcope and defign of the facred
c writers,

0

a“e
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writers.  We fhould alfo take heed to the
doctrines, which we preach in the name ot
our exalted maiter, that they be founded on
the oracles of truth, and be uncorrupted witi
human inveations ; for, if we do not fpeak
¢« according to the law and the prophets, it
¢ s becaute there is no light in us.”

2. BuT slthough we fhould ftudy the fa-
cred oracles, that we may be able to declare
the whole counfel of God ; yet, we thould
infiit chiely upon the moft important and
practical fubje&s, in our public difcour-
fes.  As Chrittianity is a dodtrine according
to codlinefs, and not a ftrife about words,
fublime fpcculations and abfirufe controver-
fics fhould be feldom introduced into the fa-
cred defk, as they minifter queftions, rather
than godly edification. We fhould, there-
fore, labour to imprefs the minds of our
peopie, with a fenfe of their guiltand danger
by tin; for they will not be folicitous to feck
the renovation of their corrupted hearts by
divinc grace, unlefs they are convinced that
they ¢ are poor, and wretched, and mifer-
““ able, and biind, and naked ;" nor will
they {ly from the wrath to come, unlefs they
arc apprehenfive of approaching danger.  But

when
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when this convi&ion is faftened on their con-
’4 fciences by the fpirit of God, they will cry
4 out, with the awakened multitude, ¢ What
"  “ muft we do to be faved #” This will give

" us an opportunity of direéting them to Jefus
Chrift, who alone has the words of cternal
life, and of explaining to them the methed
~of falvation through his atonement; the na-
ture and dignity of his perfon and otlices, as
the prophet, prieft and king ot his church ;
,his incarnation and birth ; his falutary doc-
' trines and 1nconteftible miracles ; his exem-
plary life and meritorious death; his trium-
phant refurrection from the dead, and glo-
., rious afcenfion to heaven ; his prevalent in-
“tercefiion at the right hand of the Iather
(and his final appearance, to judge the world
in righteoufnefs. The nature and defign of
“the miffion and operations of the holy Spirit
,_‘,.) ought frequently to be the fubjetis of our
‘: public difcourfes ; which will give us an op-
portunity of explaining the nature of faith,
repentance, regeneration, and all the other
branches of the Chriftian charaéter : and,
if we would divide to every onc his portion
in due {eafon, the privileges of the believer,
the experiences and trials of the Chriftian,
ogether
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torethier with the flratagems or our fpiritual

Jy
en-mizs, and the delutions of the felf-deceiv-

iug hypocrite, thould be faithfully reprefented.
'fug great apoftle of the Gentiles has left
us m;my cxcellent difcourfes upon thefe im-
portans {ubjedts, which thould powerfully
recommend them to the ftudy of the mini-
itars of Chrift, who would form themfclves
vi o complete a medel. He has alfo given
.2 in particular charge to Timothy, that he
fhiould cowitaml,' attirm and infift upon it, in
his vublic difcourdes, that they, who believed
in Cad, ihculd be careful to maintain geod
worlis; that the doctrine of God our Saviour
riight bc cdorned in all things. If we would,
thercfore, acquit ourfelves, as able minifters

of tue New Teftament, the great duties ot

the Chriftian life fhould be explained and
recominended to pradtice ; while we endea-
vour to manage our practical difcourfes in a
manuner {uited to the genius and fpirit of the
gofpel difpenfation, by pointing out the ani-
iting motives, the conftraining arguments,
aza e powerful afliftances, which it propofes,
to cagage us to purify ourfelves from all fil-
triness of the tleth and fpirit, and to perfect
hooaeds, i the tear of the Lord.  The ex-

perience
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perience of feventeen hundred years has abun-
dantly proved, that the peculiar difcoveries
and arguments of the gofpc] have had incom-
parably more influence, for the reformation
of mankind, than all the boafted refinements
of philofophy, and all the rhetorical inven=
tions of the {chools of Greece and Rome.

4. Bur while we more frequently infift
upon thefe important and practical fubjeéts,
the manner of our public difcourfes fhould
by no means be neglected ; although it be a
laborious and difficult part of our duty. It
requires much painful ftudy, to gain fuch an
acquaintance with human nature, and fuch a
dexterity of addrefs, as will qualify us to touch
the fecret movements of the foul ; to roufe
the fleepy confcience of the carelefs finner,
in fuch a manner as not to caft the mourners
in Zion into defpair ; to comfort the weary
and heavy laden, fo as not to cherith the
aroundlefs hope of the deluded hypocrite ;
to purfue the old man, through all the in-
tricate mazes of a deceitful heart; and to
ftand in the prefence of God, and deliver his
meflages to men, with that gravity and folem-
nity, that plainnefs and perfpicuity, which
matters of fuch importance require. Some,

indeed,
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indeed, have a happier talent this way than
others ; but they fhould labour to improve it
more. For, it muft be criminal in the fight
of God, for the minifters of the gofpel, who
are intrufted with meffages, which relate to
the falvation or deftruction of immortal fouls,
to be at no pains about the manner, in which
they are drefled or delivered. If the royal
preacher, whofe wifdom, and acquaintance
with human nature, none of us can pretend
toequal, gave ¢ good heed—fought out and
“¢ fet in order many proverbs, and fought to
‘¢ find out acceptable words ;” and if Timo-
thy, whofe early acquaintance with the fcrip-
tures was greatly enlarged by the infpiration
of the Almighty, was neverthelefs command-
d “¢ to give himfelf to reading and medita-

“ tion, that his profiting might appear unto
¢ all ;" it muft be criminal in miniflers of the
beit abilities, and the moft extentive literary
acquifitions, to take no pains in compofing
their fermons, fo as to have a natural tendency
to effect the great ends of their miniftry: and
it muft be much more criminal in our younger
brethren, through indolence, not to compofe
their fermons at all ; when neither their-
knowledge
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knowledge nor expcricnce can entitle them

§ to fuch an indulgence.
§ IT becomes us, therefore, to ftudy a cleir
and diitin& method, an agreeable mixture of
largument and pathos, plain, eafy and ferip-
¢ tural language, with a natural and becoming
! delivery. If our difcourfes be confufed and
%’firregular, we fhall only diftra& our hearers,
“who can neither underftand nor retain them ;
éand if they confift of dry and abftracted rea-
fifonings, or obfcure and metaphyfical {pecu-
JMations, they will be but little regarded by a
~eommon audience. If we have nothing but
.8 flow of moving expreffions, without folid
&";hought and rational connection, we may in-
eed fire the paffions, and command the ap-
#plaufe of an undiftinguithing multitude ; but
ﬁ:all only be tedious and defpicable to perfons
Jof deeper penetration and better judgment,
dwho defire to be fed with knowledge and un-
¥derftanding. If our language be too lofty and
gfublimc, we fhall {peak in an unknown tongue
to the greateft part of our congregations. But
good fenfe and found divinity, cloathed in a
plain and familiar drefs, and delivered 1in a
natural and lively manner, will make an ufe-
ful preacher, and zn improving congregation.
III. FipELITY
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I1I. FiperiTy in the gofpel miniftry re- |
quires us to take heed to the flock, over
*¢ which the holy Ghoft has made us bi-
¢ fhops ;” catechiling—and vifiting them
in ficknefs and diftrefs—exhorting them from
houfe to houfe—rebuking them with meek-
nefs—and being much in prayer to God for
a blefling to crown all our labours of love
amongft them with defirable fuccefs.

1. THERE is a conftant decreafe of our
congregations by death, and if there be none
to fill up the places of thofe, who are removed
from their ufefulnefs in the church, fuch fo-
cieties muft foon be diffolved. Great care
fhould, therefore, be taken of the rifing ge-
ncration, that, when we are fleeping in the
duft, they may be a feed to ferve the Lord.
To catechiie them, therefore, and to inftil,
into their tender minds, the firft principles
of the Chriftian religion, muft be a very im-
portant branch of the minifter’s duty ; as this
is the moft effeGtual way, to train them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
The treafure of ufeful knowledge, which
they will receive by this method of inftruc-
tion, may, by the blefling of God, make
them eminently ufeful in the church of Chrift,

and
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and in the generation in which they live.
And even if the providence of God ihould
never call them out to emiaent ufcfulnefs,
we fhall thereby lay the foundation for their
converfion to God, and their future felicity.
For, in their regeneration, the fpirit of God
generally makes ufe of that ftore of divine
knowledge, which they have previoully ac-
 quired, and does not convey new truths to the
ymind, but only brings thofe truths, with
power and eflicacy to the heart, which thcy
ad formerly learned from the facred oracles.
ence, this method of inftru&ion will enabie
¢ young and uninformed part of our charge,
attend upon our public miniftrations with
uch more advantage ; at the fame time that
| gives us an opportunity of enforcing fome
uties, and of reproving fome fins, which
ould not be fo conveniently done, in the or-
inary way of public preaching. I am fen-
fible, that but little can be done by minifters,
towards enduing the tender minds of the rifing
generation with the knowledge of religion,
unlefs the foundation for this be laid in the
pious careand inftruction of parents and mai-
ters. But we fhould aid and encourage, by
our example and advice, fo kind and import-

D ant
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ant a defign, which gives us a pleafing prof-
pec of more defirable fuccefs, attending up-
on our own labours : Nor thould we fail to
exprefs our tendernefs and compaffion for the
lambs of our flock, by reminding thofe, who
attend upon our miniftrations, of their indif-
foluble obligations to bring up their children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
The rifing generation have a peculiar claim
upon the minifters of Chrift, to this attention
to their fpiritual interefts ; and we are encou-
raged in the tender toil, by the character of
that compaflionate Redeemer, who carries the
lambs in his bofom, and gently leads thofe
. that are with young ; by his own example,
? in the days of his fleth, when he took little
ones in his arms, and laid his hands upox
them, and blefled them, faying, ¢ of fuch
‘¢ is the kingdom of heaven ;’’ and by his
repeated recommendations of them to the pe-
culiar attention of his minifters, originally
addreflfed to Peter, after his melancholy fall.
When he three times atked him, ¢ Simon,
‘¢ fon of Jonas, loveft thou me ?”’ and when
Peterasoftenanfwered, ¢ Lord, thou knowelfl
‘¢ that I love thee,” he replied, in thefe em-

| phatica
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phatical words, ‘¢ Feed my fheep—feed my
“ lambs.”
2. BurT, befide the rifing generation, there

are others, that need our friendly vifits and
_encouragingexhortations, who are alfo recom-
mended to our care, under the endearing ap-
8 pellation of ¢ the lambs of our flock :” I
¥ mean fuch as are involved in trouble and dif-

K trefs, whether of a temporal or a religious

¥ nature. Thefe are tender feafons, in which
their minds are generally more fufceptible of
Wrcligious im preflions, and in which they both
#fheed and defire fome converfation with us, to
Mlirect them to a proper improvement of their
Wifitation, by fuggefting, to their burdened
minds, the means of obtaining thofe fpiritual
Bonfolations, which their cafes require. As
efe corrections of their heavenly Father are
defigned to promote their reformation ; we,
who are workers together with God, thould ™
improve thefe favourable opportunities of
| fpeaking a word in feafon. By fympathifing
with them in their diftrefs, we fecure a place
in their affe&ions, and render our miniftrati-
| ons more acceptable and edifying to them.
' Itis, therefore, unkind, to deprive us of thefe

advantages, by neglecting to fend for us, un-
til
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til all hope of life be gone, or the diforder be
grown fo violent, that they cannot either con-
verie with us or attend to our exhortations,
or, indeed, fometimes even join with us in
our pravers to God on their behalf. When
any of the dear objeéts of our charge are a-
wakened to a fenfe of their danger by fin,
either through the preaching of the word of
God, or the inftrumentality of his providence,
they neced our affiftance, and are generally de-
firous of 1t; left their religious impreffions
thould wear off, and they fhould fink into
their former infenfibility.  We thould cherifh
thefe lambs of our flock in our bofom, and
adminifter f1ich confolations and diretions, as
bthcir circumftances demand ; gently leading
them in the ways of righteoufnefs and peace ;
until, by greater maturity of {piritual ftrength,
they can walk without {fo much of our affift-
ance. For our encouragement, it has pleafed
God, to leflen the lubour and fatigue attend-
ing upon this part of our duty, by annexing
to 1t 2 peculiar pieafure. There cannot be a
more rational {atisfaion to abenevolent mind,
tivun what arifes from comforting a :nelancho-
ly Leart, giving counfel to a perplexed mind,
fufpending pain by our fympathyand prefence,
though
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though it were but for a moment, fuggefting
proper materials for meditation to the unfur-
nithed mind, and laying hold of a favourable
opportunity of conveying religious inftructi-
ons, to a heart but little fufceptible of them

" upon other occafions.

3. Bur, farther, if we would take heed to
our flock, we fhould exhort them from houfe
to houfe, in imitation of our divine mafter,
who went about doing good. By private
converfation with them, on the fubje(ts, that
belong to their eternal peace, we thall have an
opportunity of informing ourfelves, more par-
ticularly, concerning their peculiar circum-
ftances, and of knowing how to addrefs them
in a manner moft adapted to their tempers,
their exercifes, and their temptations. Much

- prudence is neceflary in the proper difcharge

of this part of our paftoral care ; left, by an
unfeafonable application, we defeat the very
end which we would with to accomplith; and
left, by an imprudent feverity, we lead the
children of the family, in whofe affection we
fhould ftrive to fecure a peculiar intereft, to
look upon our company as difagreeable and

burdenfome.
4. Nor is there lefs prudence and difcretion
necz{ary
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neceflary, in reproving and rebuking, with all
authority and meeknefs ; which is no fmall
inftance of our fidelity to our exalted matfter,
and a very difficult branch of the paftoral of-
fice. Reproof, when adminiftered judicially,
is but fcldom well received; as it frequently
exafperates the {pirits, and raifes angry refent-
ments in the mind of the perfon, to whom it
is adminiftered. Some, indeed, :nay treat us
with tolerable decency, while they fecretly
pity our weaknefs, or cenfure our imperti-
nence, in meddling with their condu¢t; while
others, of a more boifterous temper, may ex-
prefs their refentments in a rougher tone, and
pfurn again and rend us; little confidering, that
“nc that hateth reproof is brutith. But fide-
lity rcquires us to perform our duty, and to
leave the confequences with God. ¢¢ Thou
‘¢ fhalt not hate thy brother in thy heart ;
“¢ thou fhalt rebuke thy neighbour in any
‘¢ wife, and not fuffer fin upon him.” The
utmoft prudence aud wifdom are neceffary in
the difcharge of this delicate office ; that our
reproofs may appear to proceed from a princi-
ple of confcience and love to an offending bro-
ther : and, however we may be fometimes
difappointed in the expected fuccefs, yet, ma-

ny
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ny times, a word {poken in feafon may be re-
ceived with meeknefs, and the perfon will fay,
with the pfalmift, < Let the righteous {mite
‘“ me, it {hall be a kindnefs ; let him reprove
‘“ me, it fhall be an excellent oil, which fhall
¢ not break my head.”

5. To mention no more inftances of fide-
lity to the flock of Chrift, we fhould be much
in prayer to God for a blefling to attend our
labours among them. An infpired Paul may
plant, and an eloquent Apollos.may water,
but it is God alone, who commands the blef-
fing, and gracioutly gives the increafe. If the
fkill and fidelity of the apoftles themfelves
were not {ufficient for thefe things—for the
converfion of finners and the edification of the
L body of Chrift; what can we expe&, who
' fall fo far thort of their accomplifhments, if
the hand of the Lord be not with us ? We
thould, therefore, be much at the throne of
grace, that he, who has the refidue of the
holy Spirit, would revive his own work in
the midft of the years, and give us many feals
of our miniftry in the day of the Lord.

APPLICATION.

IT is our comfort and encouragement,

my reverend fathers and b-ethren, under all

the
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the labours of our arduous and extenfive office,
and under the diftrefling apprehenfions of our
own inability to difcharge it, with fidelity to
our exalted Redeemer, and to the immortal
fouls, which he has committed to our care,
that our fufficiency is of God. Healone can
make us able minifters of the New Teftament.
And that divine Redeemer, who afcended up
on high, is both able and willing to give gifts
to men, and to pour out upon them the rich
effufions of his holy Spirit, for perfe&ting the
faints, for the work of the miniftry, and for
the edification of the churchkr of Chrift. He
alone can infpire us, with zeal for the glory
Dof God, with a tender concern for the church,
¥ which he has redeemed with his blood, and
with the fincereft refolution to {pend and be
fpent in his fervice ; that we may fulfil our
miniftry, which we have received of the Lord.
He, who promifed to be with his minifters to
the end of the world, can ftrengthen the
carthen veflels, to which he has committed
the treafure of the gofpel, and qualify them
for their appointed office. It is the office of
the facred Comforter, whom the Father fends
in the name of Chrift, to enlighten our minds,
to lead us into all neceffary truths, to affift us
in
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in underftanding the facred volume, to direct
us in our preparations for the public, to touch
our lips as with a live coal from the altar, and
to give us utterance, that we may declare his
counfels, as becomes the oracles of God. He
alfo crowns our labours, in the fervice of God
and our generation, with fuccefs, and makes
the weapons of our warfare mighty, through
God, to the pulling down of the ftrong holds
of Satan, and finally gives the withed for in-
creafe, when we have planted and watered, in
dependence upon his efficacious grace. Let
us, therefore, depend upon his grace and af-
; -fiftance, to enable us to difcharge with fide-
lity the duties of our facred office, as ftewards
of the myfterics of God, as ambaffadors for
Chrift, as labourers in his vineyard, as work-
ers together with God, as watchmen on the
walls of Zion, and as builders on the foun-
dation of the prophets and apoftles, Jefus
Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ftone.
And let us look to him for that comfort and
fupport, which we need, under all the labours
of our fervice, which may arife from the mul-
tiplicity of our ftudies, which are a wearinefs
to the fleth, from the fons of Belial, who are
enemies to the gofpel, which we preach, of

E even
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even from thé peevith and fretful tempers of
the children of God; while we are endeavour-
ing to {poil the ftrong man armed, and to re-
fcue thofe, whom he has led captive at his

pleafure, from his tyranny and bondage.
Your own reflections, my reverend fathers
and brethren, have made it unneceflary for me,
to enlarge upon this comfortable theme, the
grace of our afcended Redeemer. The dig-
nity and honour, the importance and difficul -
ties of your arduous ftation, together with your
obligations to a& with fidelity to your exalted
mafter and the flock, over which he has made
you bifhops, are fubje@s, long fince familiar
'to your minds. No doubt, you have often
' refolved, that the difficulties and difcourage-
ments, which occur in the execution of your
‘work, fhall only tend to engage your greater
zeal and diligence, and your more conftant
dependence on that grace, which alone can
make you fuccefsful. For your encourage-
ment, the time is faft approaching, when no
work fhall be reviewed with more fatisfacion,
or receive a more noble plaudit, before the af-
fembled univerfe, than that which has been
performed in the fervice of the church, and

for the honour of its exalted head.

WE
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WE truft, my dear brother, who art about to
take part with us in this miniftry, and on whofe
account the reverend prefbytery has appointed me
to the office of this day, that, in humble depen-
dence on the grace and affiftance of our glorious
mafter, you are about to devote yourfelf to God,
in the gofpel of his fon. You are now to be in-
vefted with the epifcopal office: God grant, that
you may receive it with a paitoral fpirit, to the
glory of God, to the advancement of the Redee-
mer’s kingdom, to the credit of the gofpel, and to
the final happinefs of thofe, who may attend upon
your miniftrations. May you be anointed from
on high, by the fpirit of God, and made ftrong in
' the grace, that is in Chrift Jefus. It is with plea-
{ure, that we refle¢t upon the good foundation for
b future ufefulnefs in the church of Chrift, which you
'} have already laid in your academical ftudies; and
we truft, that you are no ftranger to internal devo-
tion, and the genuine fenfations of evangelical
piety. Having experienced the comfort and joy
\ of heart, which thefe fenfations afford, we hope,
\ that you will be careful to cultivate and improve

them, as they will give you an elevation, purity and

firmnefs of mind, peculiarly adapted to minifterial
employments. Stir up, my dear brother, the gift

of God that is in you, that your profiting and im-

provement in all, that can conduce to the honour-

able and faithful difcharge of the paftoral office,
rmay appear unto albaround you, while you are en-
deavouring
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deavouring rightly to divide the word of truth,
and to cominend yourfelf to every man’s confci-
ence, in the fight of God.

We with yau a long and a fuccefsful miniftry;
but, however this may be, take care that it be faith-
tul, and free from the blood of all men. Remem-
ber, that you are this day to be fet apart as an
ambaflador for Chrift, chofen by him to offer life
and falvation to perifhing finners in his name, and
to befeech them, in his ftead, to be reconciled ta
God. See that you do not, by an unguarded life,
refle& a difhcnour on that glorious King of kings,
whom you are chofen to reprefent, but endeavour
faithfully to magnify your exalted office. L.t your
dif{courfes be evangelical and inftrutive, warm and

.. perfuafive, and in your whole behaviour be a pat-
‘crn of good works. = Let your preaching and con-
‘verfation recommend the religion of a crucified
Jefus to the approbation and acceptance of perifh-
ing finners, and engage them to apply to the bload
of his atonement for pardon, and to the influences
of his {pirit for fan&ification and comfort. For this
purpofe, ftudy the facred oracles with attention and
care, that you may know, what is the mind of God,
and what are the folemn meflages, which he commif-
fions you to deliver in his name, with freedom and
boldnefs, to his people. And, while you give your-
f¢lf to reading and meditation, look, by frequent
addrefies to the throne of grace, for the illumina-
tion of that facred {pirit, which alone can preferve
you
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you from dangerous errors, and lead you into all
neceffary truth. ‘Take heed to yourfelf, to your
do@rine, and to the church of Chrift, endeavour-
ing to approve yourfelf as a workman that need
not be athamed, an able minifter of the New Tef-
tament, rightly dividing the word of truth, and
giving to every one his portion in due feafon, that

none be negleted in your public miniftrations.
As you are, this day, called to be a worker to-
gether with God, confider of how great importance
it is, that you be found faithful; as the glory of
God, the honour of your Redeemer, and the falva-
tion of immortal fouls, are all likely to fuffer by
the fmalleft negle&. You arecalled to be a watch-
man upon the walls of Zion, to receive the word
from the mouth of God, and to give his people
warning from him, to lift up your voice, like a
trumpet, to cry aloud and to fpare not, to fthew his
people their tranfgreffions, to be inftant in feafcn
and out of feafon, to reprove, exhort and rebuke,
with all long-fuffering and doétrine. This you
muft do, if you would fave yourfelf and thofe that
hear you. In all your miniftrations, therefore, let
that awful and tremendous declaration of the Lord,
to the prophet Ez¢kicl, be conftantly founding in
your ears: ¢ Son of man, I have made you a watch-
‘“ man to tae houfe of Ifrael ; therefore, hear the
“ word from my mouth, and warn them from me.
“ When 1 fay unto the wicked, O wicked man,
¢ thou fhale furely die : If thou doft not fpeak, to
: “ warn
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¢« warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man
¢ fhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I
¢ require at thine hand.”

BuT, for your encouragement, remember that
you ferve a compaffionate mafter, who bears with
your infirmities, and is not unfaithful to forget
your labours in the Lord; blit will afford you all
neceflary comfort and affiftance in your arduous
work, and will abundantly reward your fidelity in
his fervice, with a crown of immortal glory. This
will revive your heart in the midft of your toils,
and caufe you to tricmph in the enlivening pro-
ipect of the divine approbation. Nothing can ex-
ceed this, but that which you fhall alfo receive
from the bountiful mafter whom you ferve, even
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.

. For, ¢ they that turn many to righteoufnefs, fhall
3, thine as the fun in the kingdom of God.”

I'T would be improper, my friends, to conclude
the prefent difcourfe, without reminding you, who
attend upon our miniftrations, both of vour duty
and your privilege, in having the gofpel preached

- to you. If ever you have ferioufly confidered the

weight and importance, the labours and difficulties
of the minifterial office, you muft have been ready
to cry out, ¢ The Lord be merciful to minifters ;
they have a folemn account to give of the fouls
committed to their charge.” We gratefully ac-
knowledge our obligations to you for your prayers,
and earneftly requeft the continuance of them, that

the
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the word of the Lord may have free courfe and be
glorified among you, and that we may obtain mer-
cy of the Lord to be faithful. The apoftles made
it their conftant requett to the churches, which they
planted ; ¢ Brethren, pray for us.” And as we
ftand in greater need of fuch prayers, than they
did, it would be unkind in you to deny us a fhare
in them, efpecially as your own eternal interefts
are intimately conne¢ted with our fuccefs. If the
Lord ftand at a diftance from us, you muft foon
feel the effets of it ; but if he {mile upon our la-
bours, your fouls will be refrefhed.

Ir it be our duty to labour in-word and doétrine,
to fpend and be fpent in the fervice of Chrift, for
your fakes; we are entitled to your candid conftruc-
tions in all our miniftrations and behaviour, as you
know the multiplicity of our concerns. Catt,
therefore, a veil of charity over all our frailties
and infirmities, knowing that we are men of like
paflions with yourfelves, and have the treafure of
the gofpel committed to earthen veffels. As our
ufefulnefs depends upon our charaéters, it is your
duty to fupport and vindicate them from unjuft
and injurious afperfions. If we are bound to mi-
nifter to you in fpiritual things, it is alfo your duty
to keep us from being encumbered with worldly
concerns; that we may give ourfelves wholly to
reading, meditation and prayer, together with the
other branches of our facred office. And if we

are ambaffadors of Jefus Chrift, and fent in.his

name

A
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harmé to publifh to you the moft joyful news that
ever reached our diftant world—that God was in
Chrift teconciling the world to himfelf ; and if we
are bound *o befeech you, in his ftead, to be re-
¢onciled to God ; it muft be your indifpenfible
duty, to attend to thefe glad tidings of falvation,
and to hear the word of the Lord from our mouths.
You owe this, in gratitude to your great deliverer,
who has caufed you to fee glorious days of the Son
of man, that he might fee the travail of his foul in
you, and be fatisfied. You owe it alfo to us, who
labour among you, in word and in dorine, that;
when we behold the fruit of our inftrutions in
your lives and converfations, we may, in fome mea-
fure, forget the wafte of fpirits occafioned by our
,Qaily miniftrations, and be animated with renewed
}our to bear the labours of painful ftudy. And
ou owe this to your own immortal fouls, which
ruft inevitably perifh, by your negle&ing fo greata
faivation. Remember, therefore, thatit is no light
matter to trifle with God and Chrift, with the am-
baffadors of the Prince of peace, and with your own
immortal fouls. Better for you never tohave been
bern, than to be found at laft barren and unfruitful,
- tinder all the cultivations of his grace. But, my
brethren, we hope better things of you, and things
that accompany falvation, although fidelity to our
Lord and mafter obliges us, thus to {peak ; and
may the God of all mercy grant, that we be not

difappointed in our expe@ations. AMEN.
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TH E Second Prefbyterian Church in the city

of Philadelpbia baving chofe Mr. AsH-
BALD GREEN ?0 be an affiffant paflor with the
Rev?. Dr. SPROAT, over thesr united congre-
gations in this city and the northern liberties, the
reverend Prefbytery of Philadelpbia was pleafed
to fix on the toird Tuefday in May, 1787, on
wbich to ordain bim a minsfler of the everlafl-
ing gofpel, and to inflall bim in bis minsfierial
charge.

The Prefbytery appointed tbe Revé. Dr.
SPROAT f0 prefide on this occafion ; the Rev’.
Dr. EwWING to preach the ordination fermon ;
~ and the Rev?. Dr. DUFFIELD to give the
. charge.

The Prefbytery met on that day, agreeably to
their appointment, at the Second Prefbyterian
Cburch in this city, and were attended by a
very numerous audience. The bufinefs of the
day was introduced with finging ; a prayer by
the Rev?. Dr. EWING fucceeded, who alfo de-
livered the fermon ; after which the Revé. Dr.
SPROAT conduiled the further proceedings sn -
the following manner.— Having flated the cir-
cumflances leading to the bufinefs of tbe day, be

| r addreffed
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addreffed bimfelf to the audience and the cand:-
date thus :

My FRrienbps,

HE tranfaction before us, is of a vaftly
important and folemn nature,and ought

to be attended upon, with holy reverence and
godly fear—a perfon to be clothed minifteri-
ally, with the authority of an ambaffador of
the prince of peace, to carry on a treaty of
peace with rebellious finners, and befeech
them to be reconciled to God—and to have
the charge of immortal fouls committed to
him—and the people to receive one of the
"ccnﬁon gifts of our dear Lord and Saviour
efus Chrift ; for, when he afcended up on
high, ¢ he gave fome, apoftles ; and fome,
¢ prophets ; and fome, evangelifts ; and
‘¢ fome, paftors and teachers ; for the per-
“ fecting of the faints, for the work of the
““ miniftry, for the edifying the body of
“¢ Chrift—till we all come, in the unity of
¢ the faith, and of the knowledge of the
*¢ Son of God, unto a perfe@ man, unto
¢ the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs

“ of Chntt.”
AND
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AND now, reverend and dear fir, I am to
addrefs you in the following queftions, which
I expect you will anfwer.

1. Do you believe the fcriptures of the
Old and New Teftament, and the do&rines
therein contained, to be the word of God ?
I db.

2. Do you here, publicly renew your ac-
veptance of the Confeflion of Faith of this
church, as a ufeful fummary, and explanation,
of the practical principles of faith contained
in the holy fcriptures ? 1 do.

3. Do you promife fubje&ion to the go-
vernment and difcipline of the Prefbyterian
church, as exercifed in thefe United States ?
I db.

4. HAvVE you been induced to feck the
office of the holy miniftry through a pure
love to God, and a fincere defire to promote
his glory, in the gofpel of his Son ? I zruft
I bave.

5. Do you promife to be zealous and faith-
ful in maintaining the truths of the gofpel ;
and the purity and peace of the church; what-
ever perfecution, or oppofition, may arife un-
to you on that account ? I do, by the affifi-
ance of the grace of God.

6. Do

)
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6. Do you engage tc be faithful and dili-
gent in the exercife of all private and perfonal -
duties, which become you, as a Chriftian,
and a minifter of the gofpel, as well as in all
relative duties, and the public duties of your
office ; endeavouring to adorn the profefiion
of the gofpel by your converfation ; and
walking withexemplary piety before the flock,
over which God fhall make you OVERSEER ¥

By the affiffance of God's grace, I ds.

AND now, my dear friends of this con-
gregation, I am to addrefs you, in the fol-
lowing queftions ; which I expe& you will
anfwer by your delegates, by holding up their

‘ight hands.

1. Do you, the people of this congrega-
tion, continue to profefs your readinefs to
receive Mr. AsaBALD GREEN, whom you
have called, to be your bithop, or paftor ?
Manifefied sn the affirmative.

2. Do you promife to receive the words
of truth from his mouth, with meeknefs and
love, and to fubmit to him with humility,

~ in the due exercife of difcipline ?  Anfwered
sn the affirmatsve.

3. Do you promife to encourage him in

his
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his arduous labour ; and to affift his endea-
vours for your inftruion and fpiritual edifi-
cation ? Afirmed. )

4. ANp do you engage to continue to
him, while he is your bithop, or paftor, that
competent worldly maintenance which you
have propofed, and whatever elfe you may
fee needful, for the honour of religion, and
his comfort among you ?

Lo 2 - - - -

THE congregation baving anfwered thefe
queftions, by their delegates holding up of their
right bands ; the Moderator obferved, that
every thing is_fanétified by the word and prayer.

The candidate then kneeled down, and the
Moderator prayed, at which time the bands of
the Prefbytery were laid upon bim, according to
the apoftolic example, by wbhich be was folemnly
ordained to the boly office of the gofpel minsfiry,and
inflalled an affiflant paflor of the congregation.
Prayer being ended, the candidate rofe,
and the Moderator firf}, and afterwards all the
members of the Prefbytery, in their order, took
bim by the right band, and gave bim the right
band of fellowfhip, to take part of this minsfiry
with them.
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The Revt. Dr. DUFFIELD concluded, with
a folemn clarge, in the name of God, to the
newly ordasned minifier and to the people ; which
is as follows—

My dear young Friend, and Brotber,

S you have now been folemnly fet a-
part to the facred office of the gofpel
miniftry; and appointed a paftor to this con-
gregation, our ufual cuftom requires that the
exercife be clofed with an addrefs to you, and
the people with whom you are thus conne&-
b ed.—But as both you and they have heard
your refpective duties, with great propriety
and clearnefs, fo fully ftated, in the difcourfe
which has juft been delivered ; it will be un-
neceflary for me to enlarge, or to detain this
refpectable audience, any farther than by
briefly obferving a few things. We hope
and truft, dear fir, that previoufly to entering
into the folemn engagements you have under-
taken, you have ferioufly confidered the duties
of the important office, with which you are
now vefted ; and of theftation in which youare
placed ; and deliberately weighed the diffi-

\ culties that might attend :—that you have
carefully
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carefully fought to God for dire@ion ; and
from a fenfe of duty, and a fincere defire to
promote the beft intereft of mankind, and
the glory of God, have, with an humble
confidence in his grace for affiftance, thus
devoted yourfelf.—The fervice into which you
arc entered, and the ftation in which you are
placed, are honourable indeed ; but arduous :
encompaffed with dangers; and demandinga
fpecial attention.

You are early appointed, my dear young
friend, a watchman, in an important poft,
on the walls of Zion ; and, as a city that is
fet on an hill, you cannot be hid.—To watch
for our own fouls, is a great concern, and
difficult tafk : but you are to watch, both for
your own, and for.the fouls of many.—The
numerous, precious, immortal fouls, that
from Sabbath to Sabbath attend in thefe feats,
will demand your fpecial and conftant care.
And we truft you will, as a faithful fteward,
difpenfe to them the myfteries of the gofpel
of Chrift ; and as a good thepherd, furnifh
them with f{piritual food, which, by the blef-
fing of God, may nourifh them up to eternal
life.—You will, we truft, pay a fpecial at-

tention, that the do&rines you may deliver
be
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be clearly founded on the word of God ; that
you may enforce them with the commanding
authority of a THUs SAITH THE LoRrD ; and
that you will carefully guard againft bewild-
ering yourfelf, or your hearers, in fanciful
opinions, however {pecious and flattering,
that reft on merely conjectural, or forced con-
ftru&ion of the facred text. The great
do@rines of the ogofpel will, we truft, be
your frequent theme. To point out, on the
one hand, the fallen, ruinous ftate of man ;
the total depravity of human nature ; the
certainty of a future judgment ; the awful
condemnation awaiting the finner ; and his
utter inability to deliver his foul, by any
righteoufnefs of his own, from going down
to eternal death :—and, on the other, to open
up clearly, and fully, the glorious remedy
God has provided, by the fubftitution of his
Son in the finner’s ftead ; and the riches and
freenefs of his grace in Chrift.—The excel-
lency of our God-man Mediator, in every
part of his chara®er, as prophet, prieft and
king ; his ability to fave to the uttermoft,
all that come to God by him; his fuitable-
nefs as a Saviour ; and his willingnefs to

receive, and reftore into the divine favour,

all

—m———
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all, of every clafs and charaer, that place
their confidence in him :—will frequently,
we truft, not from your lips only, but, from
a warm and engaged heart, entertain your au-
dience ;—that whilft no obftinate finner may
dare to indulge a delufive hope of efcaping
the divine vengeance; the trembling peni-
tent may be encouraged to exped, through
the merits of the great Redeemer, the mercy
of God ; and a full and free pardon of the
moft innumerable, and aggravated crimes.—
And whilft you lead your hearers to expe®
falvation, only on account of the complete
aCtive and paflfive obedience of Chrift, let it
be your conftant care to inculcate the abfo-
lute neceflity of holinefs ; as the rational fer-
vice of an intelligent creature ; the infepara-
ble confequence, and beft evidence of a fav-
ing faith ; and equally neceflary to qualify a
finner for the enjoyment of God, as the im-
puted righteonfnefs of Chrift to entitle him
thereto. Let it be your ftudy to chufe
fuch fubic&s as appear moft requifite for your
hearers ; and to adapt your difcourfes to their
underftanding. And be ever more careful to
awake the confcience, and engage the heart;
~than to amufe the fancy, or gratify the idly

G | ‘curious
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curious ear. Let your life be 2 comment
on your do&rine ; that your exemplary con-

verfation may bear witnefs for you, that you
believe, and feel, the reality of what you

recommend to others.——But as the blefling
of God alone can crown with fuccefs, be
frequent and fervent in prayer for thofe in-
fluences of the holy Spirit, both to yourfelf;;
and to the people over whom you have now
been ordained a bithop ; without which, even
a Paul might plant, or an Apollos might
water, in vain. And to keep your fidelity
and diligence awake, let it ever reft on your
mind, that the day is haftening faft, when
you muft render an account of your fteward-

fhip to the great Judge of all. And fhould .

any of the precious fouls committed to your
charge, be found to have perithed through
your unfaithfulnefs, they will perith indeed,
beyoind redemption ; but their blood will be
required at your hand. And, oh! how a-
larming the thought ! that a foul, at the bar
of God, thould have to exclaim, ¢ Had you,
““ under whofe paftoral care I was placed,
‘¢ had you been faithful to warn me of my
“¢ danger ; and to point out, and urge the

*“ alone way of efcape, I might now have
been

e AR e, — - —
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been of that happy number who are go-
‘¢ ing to encompafs the throne of God. But
‘ through your negle& I flept fecure; and
¢ am eternally done.”~——Methinks I hear the
hopelefs immortal add, ¢ Curfed be the day
‘¢ that committed me to a watchman fo un-
‘¢ faithful on the walls of Zion.”—But, if,
by a faithful difcharge of duty, you be found
a happy inftrument of gaining fouls to Chrift ;
and training them up for heaven; how tran-
fporting the profpect of meeting them in the
day of God, on the favourite hand of, their
judge ; owning you as their fpiritual Father ;
praifing God for the blefling of your mini-
ftry ; and to be, forever, as jewels in your
crown of glory and joy !—Or, though Ifrael
thould not be gathered, yet will you, if
found faithful, obtain the crown of life, and
be glorious in the cyes of the Lord. Which
blefled iflue of your miniftry, my dear young
friend, we motft fincerely wifh you may en-

joy. - ®

L

[}

I AM now to addrefsa few words to the
people of this congregation. The matter
T You _have been tranfacting, in calling, and

'~ receiving 2 minifter of the gofpel placed a-
mong
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ﬁvyoﬁ, is, my dear friends, a very fo-
fémn affair.——You are all candidates for an
eternal world. The gofpel miniftry is the
ordinary means God has appointed for your
falvation : and will either be a favour of life
unto life, or of death unto death, to your
fouls. It, therefore, greatly concerns you,
‘that you be not found wanting on your part.
You are to encourage the heart, and
ftrengthen the hands of your paftor, by a
fteady attendance on his miniftry ; anda cire-

ful improvement of the inftrution you may ‘
A

receive.—Let it ever attend your thoughts,
that not the hearers of the word ; but the
doers thereof, are accepted with God.—The
propricety of a kind deportment towards your
paftor ; and a generous provifion, that he may
not be embarraded in his temporal affairs;
will, we truft, have always a due influence
on your conduét.—And as you would with
him to be blefled among you, and a bleffing
to you, be much in prayer td God, for the
aid$ of his grace. If thefe be withheld, the
preacher will become languid ; the means
unprofitable; and all your attendance vain.
—And let me intreat you to remember; b’
- important period draws nigh, when, as he
ks thall




cl
\

QMMmmmw’fmmm;
you mist alfo render an accoudfifef: oo
you fhall have aGed, And as an"Figigee
eggeance, beyond ex Tc‘ﬁiéﬂ, mm&n-
ner, who, by negle& and mnﬁmprov&ncnt
foroes his way, from under the clear light of
the gofpel, to everlafting darknefs and ruin ;
fo the joy of thofe, who, by duly improv-
ing the means of gracej fhall have grown up
in 2 meetnefs for glory, will far exceed what
men, or angels, can, at prefeat, conceive.
And, that you, and your paftor, now
fixed among you, may experience this hap--
pinefs ; and finally meet in the realms of e-
ternal day ; mutually to joy and rejoice in
cach other, may God, for Chrift’s fake, of
his infinite mercy grant.

-

FIN;&
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