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SERMON LVI.

The design of CHRIST'S COMING
INTO THE WORLD.

B Y

JOHN E W I N G, D. D.

And Provoft of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania.

John viii. 56.

Tourfather Abraham rejoiced tofee my day, and hefaw
ity and was glad.

TO a race offinful and wretched creatures, who

exped: deliverance from the ruins of their

fill, and a refloration to the favor of God, through

the interpofition of the great Redeemer of man-

kind, nothing (liould appear a more proper fub-

jcd of meditation, than the glorious fcheme, where-

by the benevolent Father of our Spirits has accom-

plifhed this important defign. It is the only fup-

port, which a guilty creature can have, who is in

any degree fenlible of his periihing condition, and

has any juft apprehenfions of the favor or difplea-

fure of God. We find, that the faints of God, in

all ages of the world, have fupported themfelves
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with the notices which God has been pleafed to

give of his pardoning mercy, and of his gracious

defign to deliver mankind from their wretched

condition. The falvation of man, by a Redeem-
er, was the mercy which God promifed to the fa-

thers; and although many ages paffed, after the

introdudlion of fin into the world, before the ap-

pearance of the promifed MefTiah, during which

time the bleffings of the gofpel, and the method

of difpenling them, were gradually fetin a clearer

hght, as the fulnefs of time drew near, in which

the Sun of Rightcoufnefs v.'as to arife; yet flill

they trufted in the promifeof a faithful and cove-

nant-keeping God, that he would, in due time,raife

up the GREAT DELIVERER for them. Adam and

Abel, and Enoch and Noah became heirs of the

rightcoufnefs, which is by faith, having firmly be-

lieved that the promifed feed of the woman would,

in due time, bruije ibeferpenfs heady and deflroy

his ufurped dominion among the children ofmen.

And Abraham too, the father of the faithful, was

iranfported ivith an earneft defire (as the original

fhould be tranflatedj to fee the glorious time of

his appearance, and he faw it by an eye of faith,

and was glad. He was comforted under the views

of his guilt, and amidft the labors of his pilgrim-

age, by the profped he had of this interefling c-

vent; while he firmly believed the gracious pro-

mife of God, that in his feed all the nations of the

earthJhould he hlejfed.
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As the fecret of the Lord might be with tbem
that feared him, in a more peculiar and extraordi-

nary manner^ under that darker difpenfation in

which he livedi it is probable^ that he had fome

particular difcoveries of this inrerefting event for

his own private confolation; efpecially in that fin-

gular trial of his faith, when he received the ex-

cruciating command from God; Take now ihyfon,

thine onlyfon Ijaac^ whoin thou lovefty and get thee into

the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a hurnt^

offerings upon one of the mountains, which I will tell

thee of It is probable, that his ready obedience toi

this unufual command was facilitated by fome pri-

vate information, which he received at that trying

conjundture, that the facrifice then enjoined was a

fymbolical repreientation of the method which

God had determined to, take for the redemption

of mankind, by the facrifice, deaths and refurrec-

tionof his own Son. An infpired interpreter af-

lures us, that he accounted that God was able to

raife him up^ evenfrom the dead,from whence alfo he

received hi7n in a figure, or fymbolical reprefenta-

tion.

And if Abraham, the father of the faithful, was

tranfported with the diliant profpedl of that glo-

rious day, when the Lord of Life fhould be made

flelh, and take upon himfelf, not the nature ofan-

gels, but the feed of Abraham; how much more

reafon have we to rejoice in the goodnefs of a gra«

€ious Providence, which has determined our ex-

Vol. IIL O2
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iftence in that glorious day of gofpel-light, which

the patriarchs and prophets delired to fee ?—When
the angel announced the birih of our Saviour to

the humble fhepherds in the fields, he alTured

them, that he brought them good tidings ofgreatjoy

^

zvhichjbould he ^uch to all people. It is, indeed, the

beft news that ever came from heaven, and lays

the moil folid foundation for the joy and gladnefs

of our degenerate world.

The more we confider the benevolent errand, on

which the Redeemer came, and the glorious effecls

of his interpolirion in our behalf, the more fliould

our hearts overflow with undiiTembled love and

gratitude to our merciful Deliverer.

The whole human race was involved in the

mournful confequences of our original apoftacy

from God : Every mouth was flopped, and all the

world was guilty before God. We all, like loft

fheep, had gone aflray, and were funk into the

mod melancholy flate of ignorance and folly, guilt

and bondage. We had blinded our minds and

darkened our underftandings by unruly appetites

and paiTions; effaced the original law of righteouf-

nefs, that had been written upon our hearts, and

corrupted all our principles of adion. Hereby

we had degraded our natures, and fpoiled the beau-

ty and harmony of our moral conflitution. This

disjointed and polluted flate of the mind mufl be

neceffarily attended with a fatal alienation ofheart

from God, the fource of life and happinefs—froni
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his laws and government, and with a coi^ifcquent

inclination to fubmit to the ignominious ilavery

of fin and fatan. Hereby we became guilty before

God, fubjeded to condemnation, and delivered o-

ver to fatan, the mercilefs executioner of the di-

vine vengeance, to receive from him the juft wa-

ges of fin, even death in all its formidable extent.

In this miferable condition, we had no created eye

to pity us—no created arm to bring us falvation,

and mufi have funk for ever under the infufferable

weight ofthe divine difpleafure, had not his bowels

yearned over the ruined workmanfhip of his hands

—had he not fent his Son to make an atonement

for our fins, to refcue us from the bondage of fin

and fatan, and to proclaim liberty to the captives^ that

xhc ranfomed of the Lord might return withjoy upon

their heads. Accordingly, he difpatched the Son

of his bofom into our ruined world, with a com-
mifiion from heaven to put away i^Wy by the facri-

face of himfelf, and thereby to feal and publifh si

pardoning and jullifying covenant by his blood.

With divine philanthropy he undertook the ar«

duous mifilon. He voluntarily fubmitted to the

law of God, and paid an unfinning obedience to

it, in its mofl: extenfive requifitions, and thereby

fulfilled all righteoufnefs for us. He is every

where reprefented, by the facred writers, as per-

fectly innocent, and free from every inliance of

moral guilt; holy, harmlefs, undefiied, and fepa-

rate from finners. Nay, farther, he not only obsy^
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cd the law of God in all its latitude, but he alfo

fubmitted to its penalty, which we had incurred

by our fins, and paid down his facred life as a ran-

fom for us. Hence he is faid, by the evangelical

prophet Ifaiah, to be wounded for our traitfgrejfions,

hruifidfor our iniquities ; to have the chajiijement of

our peace laid upon him, that hy hisfiripes we might h€

healed. He is faid to be delivered upfor our offencei

—to bear ourfmsy or the punifhment of them in his

ovm body upon the tree—to ynake- his life an offeringfor

fin—CO die, thejujifor the unjuft—to be made a curfc

for us, when he knew nofin, that we might be made the

righteoufnefs of God in him; and to have the /;;/-

quiiy of us all laid upon him, that by his death he

might dejiro^ deaths and him that had thepower ofdeath,

that is the devil^ and bring us to God,

Now the moH: plain and obvious meaning of all

thcfe and fimilar expreffions, that are every where

to be found in the facred writings, is, that Jefus

Chrifl: fuffered the penalty that was due for our

offences, and that he died in our ftead a fubfbitut-

ed facrifice for the fins of the world, that we might

be delivered from the penalty of the broken law,

and obtain the juftilication of life, through the re-

demptioii that is in him. And this dodlrine of

the vicarious fatisfacl:ion of Jcfus Chrifb is fufR-

cicntly confirmed by all thofe pafTages of fcripture,

in which he is called the Lamb of God, that tak-

cth away the fins of the world, and is faid to be a

ikcrificc for fin^ as the great antitype of the propi-?
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riatory facrifices under the law, which had their ac-

compli(hment only in him. As it was impofTiblc

for them to purge the confcience, or expiate the

guilt of fm; and as they were only intended to

prefigure the great atoning facrifice of Jefus Chrifl,

we muft conclude, from their being offered by fm-

ners, and their dying in their Head, that the death

of Chrift, which is fo often, and fo exprefsly com-

pared to them by the facred writers, was defigned

to be confidered by us as a proper atonement made

by him for the lins of the world. The writers of

the New Teftament have fcarcely left a fingle

phrafe appropriated to the propitiatory facrifices

under the law, which they have not exprefsly ap-

plied to the death of Chrifl. Now the proper no-

tion of a fin-offering under the law was this—the

guilty perfon laid his hand on the head of the vic-

tim which he offered, confeffed his fins, and pray-

ed, that the life ofthat innocent creature might be

accepted inftead of his ov/n ; hereby acknowledg-

ing the juflice of God, in punifaing his fin by his

death, at the fame time, that he exprelTed his hopes

in the divine mercy, through an atonement yet to

be made. Now as it was impofUble for the blood

of bulls and of goats to take away fin, or expiate

its guilt, and it was, neverthelefs, conflantly ufed,

by divine appointment, under the Mofaic difpen-

fation, what can we rationally conclude, but that

they were inftituted as types and figures of the a-

toning facrifice ofJefus Chrifl, whofe blood cleanf-

fth from all fin. If then, the facrifices under the
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law were fubftituted in the room of the guilty

perfon, by whom they were offered, and yet could

not expiate his guilt, or purge his confcience, but

only prefigured or pointed out the atoning facri-

ficeof Jefus Chrifl:, whofe blood cleanfeth from

all lin, we may reft alTured, that he died in our

flead, the juft for the unjuft, and bore the punifh-

ment ofcur fins, in his own body, on the tree, that

we might be delivered from our obligations to

piinifnm^it, and be entitled to eternal life, through

the merits of his death.

Thus has he fealed a juftifying covenant by his

blood, by which we are delivered from condemna-

tion, and are treated as if we never had finned; be-

ing juftified freely by his grace, through the re-

demption that is in Chrift, whom God hath fet

forth as a propitiation for our fins, through faith

in his blood. For when God juftifies a finner, on

the terms of the gofpel, through the atonement of

Jefus Chrift, he is in the eye of God, and of the

law, confidcred as a righteous perfon, and is treat-

ed as a righteous perfon, being freed from con-

demnation, and having obtained a legal right to

the juftification of life.

Hence he is invefted with the glorious preroga-

tive of forgiving the fins of thofe whom he has re-.^

deemed by his blood. In confcqucnce of his hav,

ing undertaken and accomplifi:ied the arduous

work of our redemption, God has exalted him to

be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repcn ranee '^nd
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remillion of fins. The power of Chrift to forgive

fins is a plain and intelligible dodrine, as every

prince, from the nature of his office, mult have the

prerogative of forgiving offences againft his go-

vernment. Remiflion of fms is afcribed in fcrip-.

ture to the blood of Chrifl, as, by its being Ihcd,

that covenant was ratified and fealed, which en-

fures pardon and falvation to all that believe on his

name. So that when they are pardoned, on their

repentance and convertion to God, they are faid

to be wafhed and made clean in the blood ofChrid

;

becaufe they are pardoned and juftified, in virtue

of that covenant, which was fealed and ratified by

his blood.

But, that we may have a fiill clearer notion of

the way, by which we become entitled to the be-

nefits of the Redeemer's purchafe, let us attend a

little to the precife meaning ofour juftification be-

fore God, through the merits of his Son.

The juftification of a perfon fuppofes, that a

charge is brought againft him in open court, and

that a plea is entered for him, either by himfelfor

his advocate. If he is found innocent and not

guilty of the charge, he is jufiifi.ed, and cannot be

properly faid to be pardoned; but if his plea is fet

afide, as unavailable, and he is found guilty, he

may be pardoned, but cannot be properly faid to

be jufiified. Now this is eauly applied in the af-

fair of our juftification before God. When we

are charged with the violation of the divine lawS|
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wc cannot deny the charge, and plead, not guilty j

but mud depend on the mercy of the judge for

pardon and deliverance from condemnation. But

although we fly to mercy for proteclion from the

fentence of the law, yet this is not the whole ofour

plea. We plead an atonement made—a facrilice

appointed, offered and accepted, and a covenant

made by God himfelf, and ratified by the blood of

his own Son. Upon this plea, pardon isdifpcnf-

ed through a Mediator, who diedfor our JlnSy and

roje againfor our jiiftijication. So that gofpel-par-

don is forgivenefs upon a plea, upon a covenant,

and in a way that is confident with the juftice, as

well as with the mercy of God; and, therefore, is

judification as well as pardon. In a word, the Son

ofGod has fo pleafed his Father, by his adive and

pallive obedience, that he has exalted him to be a

Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and re*

miilion of rins,and has given him authority to par-

"don penitent believers, and to juftify the ungodly

upon their converfton to God, and to bedow upon

them eternal life, as the gracious reward of their

obedience and fidelity in his fervice.

Yet diil we are not to confider the propitiatory

facrifice of Jefus Chrid, as an incitement to the

Father to forgive our lins, and to receive us into

his favor, as though he had no compalFion for us,

until he was appeafed by blood, and foftened by

facrifice. No; he fird loved us, when we loved

not him, but were enemies to him by wicked
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v/orks. It was the efTentlal compafTion of his na^

ture, and his unmerited love to the human race^

that engaged him to find the Ranfomer for us, and

to lay on him the iniquity of us all. For Godfo

loved the worldy that he gave his only begotten Son^

that wfjofoevet believes on hivijhmld not perijh, but

have everlafting life. Nothing but the eternal com-

placency of the divine mind in his own adorable

Icheme, which he has concerted for the redemp-

tion of mankind, could have induced him to ac-

cept of the atonement of his Son for us, when he

might have infilled upon our fuffcring, in our own
perfons, the penalty of his violated laws. Accord-

ingly, our Redeemer himfelf every where repre-

fents his million as from the Father, and fays, that

he came to do the will of him whofent him. It is,

therefore, an unworthy and injurious reprefenta-

tion of the invariable goodnefs of the Supreme Be-

ing, to fuppofe that he refufed to be reconciled to

his offending creatures, until he was prevailed up--

on by the interccflion of his Son. But flill his

mercy and compailion for us mufi: be exercifed, in

a way, that would fupport the authority of his

laws, and the redlitude of his m.oral government

;

and maintain theeflential claims of hisjuflice and

his truth, and m.anifefl:his regard to the happinefs

of his moral creation, in perfedl confidence with

the exercife of his pardoning mercy. The atone-

ment of Chrifl is, therefare, to be confidered as a

glorious provilion of infinite wifdom for the exer-

cife of his mercy, in fuch a way as v/ould vindicate

Vol. III. P 2
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the authority of his laws, and illuflrate the wifdorrr,

the juilice, and the equity of his government, by

awakening, in the minds of his rational creatures,

an awful fenfe of his holy indignation againft fin,

and a prop'er reverence for his laws; or in the

words of a facred writer, it is a gracious plan,

whereby God can bejuft, and the juflijier ofthofe that

believed on his Son,

We know not how far it might have counte-

nanced a rebellion among his other rational crea-

tures, and given them difadvantageous impreflions

of the Supreme Lawgiver, to have feen a whole

race of guilty rebels pardoned and received into

favor, without any fatisfadion or atonement. But

to prevent thcfe ill imprefiions, God has fhewn,

in this amazing plan of our redemption by his

Son, fuch a holy abhorrence of fm—fuch a regard

to the honor of his laws, and fuch a concern for the

happinefs of his moral creation, that he would ra-

ther give his own Son to be a propitiation for our

fins, than not to condemn fin in the fiefli; and

that, when man had finned, nothing that mere

man could do, fiiould be of any avail, or of fuffici-

ent efficacy, to procure his pardon. When we fee,

by this aft:onifiiing plan of divine wifdom and

grace, that God does not pardon even the penitent

and reformed finner, but only on account of the

blood of Chrift—when we fee fo much majelly

and innocence given up to the tortures of the crofs

in our fteadj and when we fee ourfelves delivered
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from death and hell, by an expedient fo amazing

as the death of the only begotten Son of God, it

fhould certainly infpire us with the highert rever-

ence for the laws of God ; with the greateft horror of

fin, and with the warmeft gratitude to our divine

Redeemer, whofe facred fide our lins have pierc-

ed, and whofe innocent foul our tranfgreflions have

wounded. Such a view of our redemption muft

alfo have a natural tendency to conflrain us, who

are thus bought with the precious blood of the

Son of God, to devote ourfelves to his fervice, and

to live to him^ who has loved us, and wajhed us in his

own blood; andwho has diedfor ourfins, and rfen agmn

for ourjujiification^

Nothing is more evident, from the whole tenor

of the New Teftament, than that the delign of

Chrift's dying for our fins, was not to free us from

our obligation to holinefs, but rather to lay us un-

der flronger engagements to obedience; and that

according to the gofpel-covenant, none can ex-

pert to (hare in the benefits of the mediation and

atonement of Jefus Chrifl, but fuch as turn from

their fins, by a fincere and hearty repentance, and

pay a cheerful obedience to his wife and good laws.

The dodlrine of Chrift's fatisfad:ion, when pro-

perly underftood, as it is delivered in the New Tef-

tamcnt, is fo far from giving the leaft encourage-

ment to fin, that its evident tendency is to imprefs

the mind with a fenfe of its heinous malignity, and

of the terrible difpleafure of God againft it. While
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he promifcs pardon to the penitent, he has, at the

fame time, provided, that it fhould be difpenfcd

in fir h a way, as Avould make an awful declara-

tion of his hatred of fin, and vindicate the authori-

ty or nis laws and government. What could have

a {greater tendency to prevent our abufing his

mercy to licenrioufncfs and vice, and to excite in

us a ho'.y feir of incurring his difpleafure, than to

co:iiider, that he would not receive the penitent

iinner into his favor, without a facrifice of fucli in-

conceivable value, oliered on their behalf, and that

it was only on the merit of his fufferings that the

covenant of grace v/as eftabliilied, in which God

has gracioufiy promifed to accept ofourobcdi-.

cnce, and to reward our fideliiy in his fervice ?

How welcome, then, fnould the news of this

great Deliverer be to the children of men! With

what raptures of holy joy (hould we entertain the

glad tidings, that unto us a Saviour is born, who
is Chriil the Lord, and that the only begotten Son

of God has come into the world to put" away fin

by the facrificc of himfclf 1 Nay, farther, he came

rot only to deliver us from the pvmiihraent of our

fins, butalfo to make provifion for our deliver-

ance fiom thic power of our corruptions, and to

j>urifyus to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of

good works. Knowing that it was impoiTible for

us, while we were a\ eife to the laws of God, and dif-^

afiecied to his government, to be reffored to his

frienddiip, until the moral difordcrs of our fouls
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fliould be rectified, he came in the characfter ofthe

great Phyfician, to heal our fpiritual maladies—to

cure our depraved natures—to make us holy, as he

is holy, and thereby to unite us to the Author of

our beings and the fountain of our happinefs. He
came to flrike off the fetters of our flavery, and

to releafe us from the bondage of fin, and the cap-

tivity of fatan. He has entered into the houfe of

the ftrong man armed, and bound him in chains.

He has called to the prifoners with an awakening

voice to efcape for their lives, and, by his irrefifti-

ble word, commanded them to go free. He came

to put a ftop to his progrefs, in blinding and be-

witching the minds of men, and by the amazing

force of gofpel-light, and the facred illumination

of his holy fpirit, to turn usfrom darknejs unto lights

andfrom thepower cffatan toferve the living and tru^

Qod,

Hence it is, that he employs his gofpel to break

the power of fin in the foul, and to turn the heart

hy a genuine converfion, from the love and prac-

tice of fin, to the love and practlice ofgodlinefs.

When his gofpel, that divine word of power and

of truth, enters into the heart, and changes its

principles and temper, we efcape from the domi-

nion of fin and fatan, being made free from the

law of fin, and becoming the fervants of righteouf-

nefs. Now the truths of the gofpel are calculated

to produce this glorious change, as they are the

ynoft important and interefi:ing of any that we can



310 E W I N a
be acquainted with, and have a natural tendency

to open the blinded eyes of our minds, and to make

us wife unto falvation. The gofpel of Chrift fets

before us, in the clearefl: and mofi: flriking point of

light, the method by which alone we can efcape

from that deftrudion which hangs over our guilty

beads, tc>gethcr with the moil alarming motives

and conftderaj:ions, to engage us to fly from the

wrath to come. And when it enlightens the mind

and changes the heart, Jefus Chrid thereby deli-

vers the foul from the bondage of corruption, to

ferve God in newnefs of life. Such perfons are

then faid to know the truth and to be made free

bv it. If the Son make you free^ then are you free

indeed. Now if liberty and an enlargement from

an iimominious bondage be matter ofjoy and tri-

umph, what reafon have we to blefs the Son of

God, who by the inftrumentality of his gofpel, has

given us the nobleft and mod: honorable freedom

that any of the fons of Adam could ever boaft,

whereby we are delivered from the power of evil

habits, and vicious inclinations.

And that the gofpel may profper to the end,

whereto he has fent it, even to the pulling down

of the flrong holds of fin and fatan, he has pur-

chafed the holy fpirit to accompany the preaching

of his word, that it may be brought home to the

heart with divine power, and etfcdual energy. It

is the office of the holy fpirit, in the facred econo-

my of man's redemption, to lake of the things of
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Chrifl, his dodlrines and precepts, his arguments
and motives, and to fhew them to us in fuch a
Urong and convincing point of light, that thev

may transform us into the divine image, and
bring our hearts and lives unto the obedience of
the gofpel. When men's eyes, therefore, are open-
ed by the fpirit of Chrift attending the preaching

of his word, they are, by his efficacious grace, de-

livered fronn the bondage of fm and fatan, and
tranflated into the glorious liberty of the children

of God. And how fliould our hearts triumph in

fuch a Saviour as this, who faves his people from
their fins, both from the dominion and power of
them, fo that they fhall «ot reign in our mortal

bodies ; and alfo from the ruinous confequences of
them in the world to come 1

Efpecially when we farther add, that he came
not only to deliver us from the guilt and power
and confequences of our fins, but alfo to procure

for us immortal glory and bleffednefs. Herein
all the fufFerings of his life and death, and all the

operations of his providence and grace, have their

final accomplifhment. It is his efficacious will,

that thofe whom the Father has given him to be
redeemed by his blood, Hiould be with him where he
is, that they may behold his glory, and be happy
in the manifedations of his eternal love. Hence
he has promifed to come again and receive them
to himfelf, when he has fandified them by his

word and fpirit, and prepared them for an inheri-
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t'lnce, with the faints in light ; and that their fal-

vation n^ight be complete, he has promifed toun-

feal the prifon of the grave, to call forth their fleep^

ing daft from the houfe of corruption, and to re-

build the whole man, in a glorious immortality

and ineffablejoy. When he expired upon the crcfs,

he conquered death, and him that had the power

of death. And, therefore, at the appointed hour,

when he fhall come in the glory of the Father with

his holy angels, he will ilTue the fovereign orders,

that iliall be heard through all the lilent repofito-

ries of the dead, and fend forth his angels to gather

his eledl from the four winds of heaven. Clothed

with their Redeemer's fpotlefs righteoufnefs, and

made perfed in his glorious image, their mortal

part fii::Jl put on immortality, and they fliall hear

the tranfporting fentence pronounced by the

mouth of their Judge, Co7ne yebleffedof viy Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-

tion of the world! And when the grand folemnity

of the final judgment is concluded, he will lead

them forward, amidft the joyful acclamations of

their elder brethren, to thofe manfions of eternal

reft and peace, which he has prepared for them
with his precious blood. Millions and millions

ofages fhall then roll on, while they are enjoying

the fmiles of his countenance, and the ineflable

manifeftations of their Father's love; and when
thefe are paft and gone, their happinefs is as far

from ending, as it was the firft moment of their

introducflion into the Paradife of God. Eye has
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notfeen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart

of man to conceive of the dignity, the happinefs or

duration of their future inheritance. It is a por-

tion large as their mod exteniive wiflies, lading as

their immortal fpirits, and worthy of God to be-

llow; and what fhould endear it (till more to cur

afFed;ions, it was purchafed at the expence of the

precious blood of the only begotten Son of God.

APPLICATION.
Behold now,my friends, with awfuljoy and won-

der, the ftupendous fcheme of divine mercy and

grace through a Redeemer ! a world of rational be-

ings refcued from over-whelming mifery,and made
everlaftingly^ happy, if their own incorrigiblenefs

in fin prevent it not ! And fay, what fentimcnts

Ihould this infpire ?-^Why, certainly fentiments

ofjoy and gratitude too fervent to be concealed^

and yet too big to be uttered ! If ever joy and ex-

ultation were reafonable in our degenerate world,

it is certainly reafonable on the coming of the

great Deliverer of Mankind, in whom allthecaufes

of joy and feftivity confpire. Let us therefore^

with the tranfported Patriarch, be glad that we
have feen the glorious days of the Son of Man, and

rejoice in the God of our falvation ; while we con-

template, by an eyeof faith,a fpedlacle more augull

and glorious, than was ever exhibited in the world

before. Behold the adorable Son of God travel-

ling in the greatnefs of his ftrength, and mighty

to fave—treading the wine-prefs of his Father's

Vol. III. Qji
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wrath alone, expiating the fins of a guiUy world*,

and Ihutting up the folemn fcene with thefe com-

prehenlive words. Father, it is fini/hed; the great,

the ftupendous work is done ; the univerfal facri-

fice is completed, whofe virtue and efficacy ex-

tends from the foundation of the world to its final

conflagration, and which angels and men fliall con-

template throughout eternity, with wonder and af-

tonifniVient, with joy and gratitude !

And can wc, my friends, who are the fubjeds of

this marvellous grace, ever hear of this prodigious

expence of divine goodnefs with a ftupid infenfi-

bility, or a cold indifference ? Can we think of it

without hearts overflowing with love and grati-

tude to that compaflionate God, whofe bowels of

mercy yearned over the ruined workmanfhip of

his hands, and therefore, provided the Saviour

for US; and to that glorious Deliverer, who being

in the form of God, humbled himfelf unto the

death of the crcfs, to raife us to the exalted privi-

lege of becoming the fons and daughters of the

mod high God ?—-If we honor and efleem the

diftant patriot, with whom we have no connexion,

and from whom we can derive no advantage; how

much more fliould we honor and love the great

Redeemer; the benefit of whofe adlions and fuf-

ferings exrends to all nations and to all ages ?

What are all the heroes and patriots that ever liv-

ed, in comparifon with the Son of God ? What

are the blcfTmgs which they have procured for
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their generation, in comparifon with glory, honor

and immortality ? Lighter than vanity when laid

in the, balance with a far more exceeding and

eternal weight of glory. They may indeed be an

honor to the country in which they live, and pro^

cure for it fome temporary advantages ; but our

Saviour was born for the whole world, and his

birth is glad tidings ofgreat joy to all people i a light

to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory ofbispeople IfraeL

Hard and obdurate muft that heart be, that can

attentively confider this amazing plan of our Re-

demption, without feeling the lively emotions ol

gratitude, and without being conflrained by the

powerful efficacy of his love, to live unto him who

firft loved us, and wafhed us from our fins in his.

pwn blood.

And now, my friends, let me urge it upon your

confciences, and my own, with all the importuni-

ty which a matter of fuch unfpeakableconfequence

demands, to enquire, with impartiality, whether

ever the defign of Chrifl's coming into the world

has ever taken place, with refped to our own

fouls? Has the terrible difpleafure of God againft

fin, manifefled in the death and fufFerings of his

own Son, convinced us of its ruinous nature and

tendency to fuch a degree, as to engage us to hate

it as the abominable thing which the Lord hates i,

and as that which occalioned the unparalleled fuf-

fcrings of our blefied Redeemer ? It is the vainefl:

hope that ever deluded the fallen pofterity of
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Adam, that you can poffibly have an intcreft iir

his death as an atonement for fin, unlefs you alfo

feel the power of his grace, renewing the hearty

and turning it from the love and pradice of fin, to

the love and pradice of holinefs. For without ho^

linejs no man canfee the Lord.

He came into the world, not to make your re-

pentence unnecefTary, nor to rclcafe you from your

obligations to obedience ; but to render both your

repentance and obedience acceptable through the

merits of his atonement. He came to deliver you

from the dominion, as well as from the punilh-

ment of your Uns; and he never will accomplifh

oneof thefe ends to any foul, but in conjundion

with the other. So that thofe, who live under the

unbroken dominion of fm in the heart, mufl: in-

evitably fink down under the punifliment of it,

notwithilanding all that the Redeemer has done

and futiered for the expiation of it ; nay, their pu-

niihment will be greatly aggravated by all that he

has done and fuffered for the redemption of man.

We have not a Wronger demonflration of the un-

paralleled love of God for our degenerate world,

in this marvellous plan of redemption, than we
have of his utter abhorrence of fin, and of his un-

olterabie determination to execute the fiercenefs

of his tremendous wrath upon all the impenitent

workers of iniquity. The compaflionate Jefus,

v/ho bled and died upon Mount Calvary, to make

an atonement for our fins, and to purchafe the
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facred influences of his holy fpirit, to enable us to

repent and believe, and live in newncfs of life, and

is now befeeching finners to accept of them for

thefc falutary purpofes, will one day appear

in clouded majelly, and, with unalterable deter-

mination, command that thofe his enemies, that

would not have him to reign over them, fhould be

brought forth and (lain before him.

And can you, notwithftanding all this, be deaf

to all thefe arguments of love and terror, and force

your way to deflrudion, through all thefe reflraints

which are intended, in mercy, to bring you to joys

unutterable and full of glory ? Will you have no

compaffion on your own precious and immortal

fouls, until the laft incurable wound be given,

which fhall feal you up in everlalling defpair?

How will you anfwer it to God, who has given his

Son to redeem you from ruin ? How will you an-

fwer it to Jefus Chrift, who expired upon the

crofs, under every circumftance of humiliation

and Ihame, to purchafe eternal life for you, if you

are found at laft among the defpifers of his grace ?

We appeal to your own confciences, that power

which God has implanted in you, whereby you

can look forward to eternity, and conlider the

confequences of your adiions in another world

;

whether it be not inconceivably better to comply

with the gofpel-method of falvation, by faith and

holinefs, than to wander on in the ways of your

QWn heart, and in the fight of your own eyes, un-
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til you fall into the hand of the living God, and

experience the irrefiflible power of his wrath

!

Would to God that we could prevail with finners

to break off their fins by repentance, and humbly

accept of life through a Redeemer on the terms of

the gofpel. But ftrong^r arguments we cannot

ufe. Nothing but the Almighty power of Divine

Grace, and the quickening energy of the Holy

Spirit, can bring the truths, the arguments, the

motives, and the threatenings of the gofpel, with

fufficient efficacy to the hearts of finners. To the

grace and power of God, therefore, we commit

you, and befeech you, by all the arguments of love

and terror exhibited in the death and fufferings of

the only begotten Son of God, that you would cry

mightily to him, for the renewing and fandifying

influences of his holy fpirit, to create you anew

to good works in Chrift Jcfus ; that it may be in-

deed a matter of joy to you that a Saviour has

been born into the world. And let us all depend

upon the merits of his death, and the efficacy of

his atonement for the pardon of our fins, and

for the communication of his grace, to enable us

to comply with the terms of the gofpel-covenant.

And let it be the bufinefs of our whole lives, to

tefiify the gratitude of our hearts, for the love of

God in Chrift Jefus, by adorning his dodrines in

all things, that when he comes again without a

fin-offering to judgment, wc may be found ofhim

in mercy, and be admitted to dwell with him foi:

ever in his heavenly kingdom. Amen.




