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- State of Newhampthire.
In the Houfe of Reprefentatives, Fune 3,
ot 1791.

VorTeD,

THAT Mr. Fofter, Mr. Parker, and
Mr.; Macgregore, with fuch of the hon-
ourable Senate as they may appoint, be
a Committee t6 prefent the Reverend
Mr. Evans with the thanks of the Gen-
eral Court, for his excellent Difcourfe
delivered yefterday before the Court,
‘and requeft a copy of the fame for the
Prefs.

Sent up for congurrence,

NATH. PEABODY, Speaker.

In Sendte, the fame Ja’ay.
Read and concurred: Mr. Dow, joined.

J. PEARSON, Sec'ry.
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Gararians V. 1.

Stand faft, therefore,in the Liberty fwéere-
with GuR1sT bath made us free, and
be not entangled again with the joée of
Bmdage.

AR

ﬁ'

FRIENDS AND FBLLOW-CITIZENS,

WE have.numbered more than twenty-feven years
fince your oppofition to a foreign fyftem of heavy
oppreflion began. The year 1764 has been rendered
‘memorable, on the one fide by the folly and injuftice
of a hated ftamp-a&, and, on the other, by the re-
fitting energy of the patriot fons of Freedom. From
that period, the genius of American liberty, by com-
bating diftrels, mifery, and hofts of enemies, waxed
ftrong in her own defence, and hath crowned more
than THrRER MiLLIONS of mankind with national in-
dependence.---Inftru&ted in the fchool of Freedom,
 the inhabitants of thefe confederate States combired
their ftrength in the protection of the rights of men.
THEY KNEW AND THEY FELT THAT FREEMEN WILL
BE FREE, By their exertions, under the favour of a
righteous providence, they have eftablithed a wife
conftitution of federal government: they have reach-
i ' : “ed
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ed the confummatien of every patriot’s with, the glo-
ry and felicity of their country; and now enjoy a
free fyftem of political happinefs, fuch as gives plea-
fure, and evea tranfport, to-the enlightened patriots
of many nations ; and has made, perhaps, no fmatl
advancement of joy ameng the benevolent hofts of
Heaven : for, to every benevolent and virtuous be-
ing, the freedom and happinefs of the hyman race is
a moft pleafing confideration.-.-But there are fome
men, with the means of public profperity in their
pofieflion, who do not realize the value of Freedom :
they partake of the common bleflings of a free peo-

~ ple,. and yet are not confcious of national felicity..-

This, however, does not leffen the real worth of Lib.-
erty; for in every fituation of life, it is the richeft
inheritance. In true Liberty is included, Freedom,
both moral and civil ; it has nothing in contempla-
tion but the happinefs of mankind, and therefore it
is the principal glory of man; and, in this world,
there can be nothing more dignified, or more exalted.
‘Without civil and religious Liberty,  man is. indeed
a poor, enflaved, wretched, miferable creature ; nei-
ther his life, nor his property, nor .the ufe of his
confcience, is fecured to him; but he is fubjected to
fome inhuman tyrant, whofe will is his law, and who
prefumes to govern men without their confent.——But let
not this gale of honeft zeal carry us beyond the re-
colletion of our text, I
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* I the difcufiion of ‘the text, it way: be obiferved;
thit the word Liserty, in -this phace, does- princie
pally imply a freedom from the injun&tions of -the
ceremonial law. This freedom eur Savivdr purchaf-
ed for 4ll Chriftians ; and in this freedom ¢heapoftie
Paul exhorted the Galatians, and all the followersof
Chrift, to f#and fa#. When we confider the age, and
ftate of the world, in which the Jews lived, and their
fondnefs of thow, idolatry, and fuperfition, we fhall
find that their religion was well fuited to their genius
and temper. The religion of the Jews ‘had‘a very
pointed allufion to the charaler. and office of the
Meffiah, and was therefore wifely emjoined. .But
thofe typical and ritual fervices, after the coming of
Chrift, having fulfilled their defign, became unne-
ceffary. “*Thefe, faid the apofile Paul, weeen thadow
of things to come s but the'bpdy is-of Chrilt, who
‘hath' abolifhed the law of commandmints contained
imordinances.” Without the external porsp tind fhow
of the Jewif religion, the gofpel recommends the
‘worfhip of God in fpirit and truth. The do&rines
of ‘the gofpel are calculnted 0 promote good will
and liberty among men; and whore cheir genuide
influence has been extended, maakind have besh ren-
"dered more happy : they have been inftruéted, civil-
‘jzed, humavized, and made free. * The wifdom
that is from dbove is firft pure, then peaceable, gen-
tle,
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tle, and eafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without: partiality and without hypocrify.”---
The brue Jpirit of the Gofpel comtains the true [pirit of
Liberty. ‘We may be:affured, that under this benev-
olent inftitution, ufeful liberty of every kind is rec-
ommended by the fpirit of our text.

AvrTHoO my text, in the original meanin‘g, did not
refpe civil fo much as religious liberty, yet I hope’
I thall not feem to mifufe it by making it the foun.
dation of a difcourfe on Liberty in general.

" A FEw obfervations on- the nature of religious
Liberty, fhall conftitute the fir# part of this dxf-
courfe. :

1. Revicious Liberty is a divine right,immediately
derived from the Supreme Being, without the inter-
vention of any created authority, It is the natural
privilege of worfhipping God in that manner which,
-according to the judgment of men, is moft agreeable
and pleafing to the divine charatter. As the con-
fcience of man is the image and reprefentative .of
God in the human foul; fo to him alone it is re-
fponfible. In juftice, therefore, the feelings and
featiments of confcience, and the moral practice of
religion, muft be independent of all finite beings.
Nar hath the all-wife Creator invefted - any order of

men
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men with the right of judging for their fellow. crca-
tures in the great concerns of religion. Truth and
religion are fubje&s of determination entrufted toall

men; and it is a privilege of all men to Judge and
dctermme for themfelves

Reriarous Liberty. fecures every man, both:in his
pcrfon and property, from fuffering on account of
‘hng,pcqqlxat‘fqnguments in religion ; and no pradice
‘which flows purely .from this fountain of natural
right can juftly be punithed. But when a man adoprs
fuch notions as, in their pratice, countera the peace
and good order of fociety, he then perverts 4nd abuf-
.es the original Liberty of man; and were he to fuf-
fer for thus difturbing the peace of the cammuaity,
‘and injuring his fellow.citizens, . his punifhment
would be infli¢ted not for the exercife of *a virtuous
‘principle of confcience, but for violating that uni-
verfal law of rectitude and benevolence which was
intended to prevent one man from injuring another.
To punifh men for entertaining various religious fen-
timents, is to affume a power to punith them for do-
ing what God gave them an unalienable right to do.
. For neither the principles of reafon, nor the dcé&rines
of the gofpel, which are the perfection of reafon,
have empowered any man to judge for himfelf and
for another man alfo: this is religious tyranny ; this

is
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Sanmuiuite

is to controul another man®s confcieace : and to con-
troul any man’s confcience is to contradié that true
prineiple of eternal juftice which Jefus Chrit pub-
tithed to the world : Therefore, all shings whatfotver ye
would that men fbould do to you; do ye even fo to thesk.

. ‘Surrer me a liatle to ittuftrare this maxint of
primitive juttice. We wilt fuppofe, that fome man
fhould-endeavour to prove, that he had- aright to
determine what our religious iprinciples and- fenti-
aneats ought to be; bué ;how would kel be pleafed
-whep:his_own:argunents foutd be turned againft
himielf: . Should this man, who - was unwitling to
alibw: us: the free-exereife of. rational, aecountable
(oteatuses; be forced, in the change of human affairs,
to.refide ameng a people very- different from him in
aaovors of religion s he however behaving himfelf'as
.o hoaedt- and. peaceable man, and, as a ’go'od fobjeét
of. civil foeizty, ferving the intereft of the country;
.¢ woild he not thiok: ic very: unjuft and tyrannicat o
be: perfecuted for his:religious:opinions---imprifoned,
deprived-of his property, and finally condemned to
.die, only becaufe he could not with a clear confcience
.worfhip as they did? Only the Supreme Governour
- .of mankind:-has-a. perfe& right to receive thie homage
of the human-mind§ it ‘is' his peculiar prerogative
- te: controul the canfeiences of men by- his infinitely

wife
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wife and equitable laws. True religion muft there-
fore be founded in the inward perfuéﬁbn' and con-
viltion of the mind; for without this it cannot be
that reafonable fervice which is pleafing to God. The
human underftanding cannot be convinced by exter:

~nal violence of ‘any kind ; for can the immaterial
fpirit be influenced by the laws of men, unlefs they
correfpond with the goodnefs, juftice, and mercy, of
‘our bleffed Creator, our moft bountiful Beriefactor,
and our all.wife and righteous Judge.---Here joy
and gratitude prompt me to fay, Oh’ happy people,
who live in this land and in this age of religious Lib-
“erty ! here every man has equally the freedom of
choofing his religion ; and may /it every man under bis
wine, and under bis figtree ; and, on the account of re-
ligion, mone fball make them ofraid. Let us, my friends
" and fellow-citizens, Stand faff, therefore, in the relig-
“jous Liberty wherewith God and Chbrift bath made us
Jree. ’ ' ’ '

II. Wrra fubmiffion to the profeffional knowledge
of my political Fathers, I will now venture to make
fome obfervations on the nature and principles of ci-
- vil Liberty. Thefe obfegvations fhall be included

- within. the following particulars. L

1. In this Rappy land of light and liberty, it is a
m:th fully eftablifaed, that all men are by nature
B - -equally
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equally free, F tom this principle of natural Liberty
we derive an indefeafible right of being goyerned by
oyr own cml con(’utu,tmns. - WE THE PEOPLE
arg the fource of all leglﬁauvc authorlty Upou thls
_]uﬂ beneyolent, pleafing, and even dehghtful priny
CLP]C, thc copftitutions, the laws, and the govern:
meats, of thefe fqderal States, will fand fajl Al}
men who undedtand the nature, and feelr ;he “(gmt),
of fuch pnqcnples, afe felf-inftructed to- b: t,hm Qwa
chxﬂagors, eithey in one colletted body, or. bx rep-
refentation.  When all the peaple cap-affemble, and
'Pc_:rfqg'glly congribute their ajd in frqining conflisy-
tions and. laws, for the, goverament of thgmiglves, -
then their liberty is moﬁ natural and maft perfect.
But ﬁncc great lofs of ngne, mu;h expenfe, 2 and ,ma-
ny inconveniences, would attend this mode of legif-
latlon, the people have agreed, in free States, to fe-
]e&t from thc whole body, fome of their brethren,
whom they inveft with lcglﬂatwe power. What fhall
be tranfa&ed by thefe delegates or rcprefentanvcs,
confiftently with the conftisutian of the people, mutt -
~ be acknowledzed as the &% of the.people.  In con-
formity to this plan, the people keep as near the. pof.
feffion of natural Liberty, asis convenieat. and real
ly ufeful; and while they are truly virtuous, they
will enjoy ; as much perfe&t Liberty as is. neceflary to
) p.eferve pcace, eftablifh Ju(hce, and fecure. polmcaf
happinefs, ——
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happinefs.—=I fhall only add further, under this
particular, . that when a free people have, iccording
to their conftitution, determited t6 legiflate by rep-
refentatives, they thould take great care that the rep-
réfentation may be fully adequatk to the importance
and. ‘welfare of the people ; the eletions fhould alfo
bé perfeitly free, and fufficiently frequent, =
.+ 2. Thr ele@tioni fhould be cotduded dgreeibly
- 'to the principles of juftice and honout.” ' The privi-
lege of ele&ing freely, or being Freely elelted, is oric
of the faiteft features in the: pure image of natural
Liberty:; .Afree and unbiafled ele&tion of the beft
. dnd the wifeR men, is a certain evidence of the flour
-ithing frate of Liberty.—On the other hand, when
eleQions are under difhoacft influence, and men can
. be fold and bought, it is a moft lamentable fign.that
Libesty is either in a deep fleep, or in a dangerous
decay. When this Jirth-right of the people is bar-
-tered for fomething as mean as'a mefs of poftaget—
.when they negle€t and defpife this natural and con.
ftitutional right—they then lofe their hare and ioflu-
ence in that governmeat of which they were the orig-
-inal foundation. Having néglected that fecurity
. which at firft exifted in themfelves, and having cain-
-teratted the very defign of that focial comﬁa& which
‘was intended to fecare them from every fpecies of
political injury, they turn TRarTers to their- Gbd
‘ who
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;;l;) made them free; and for wanf of exercifing -that
natural power which their Creator gave them, their
glory will depart :  and, having the hearts of . flaves,

they will wear the livery and endure the mifery of

flaves. -But I am not willing to (pend time. in
reprefenting this horrible image -of flavith mifery.
This aflembly is the image and reprefentation of a
free ftate. I have the honour, I have the felicity, of
fpeaking before men who are too well acquaiated
with the bleflings of Liberty to negle& or defpife any
of the natural or conftitutional rights of freemen.
3. Tz public happinefs of a people is promot-
ed, not only by the freedom of elections, but alfo by
the wifdom and goodnefs of the laws.. A wife and a
good reprefentation will produce good laws. Good
and wife men, who are clothed with the natural
power of their conftituents, will ftudy to unite clofe-
1y the intereft of the country and the power of the
Jaws ; and where the reprefentation is good, the laws
will appear to carry with them the voice and common
confent of the people. The laws made after this
manner, are the laws of the people, and prove that
they are free, and that they virtually legiflate for
~ themfelves,———=1 leave this particular, after ob-
ferving, that the public happinefs thould be the fifft
~ duty and the prime obje of all legiflators ; and thit,
in every free md virtuous ftate, this is the pole-ftar
of legiflation, 4. It
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4. It is the duty of the people, in conformnty to
the priaciples- -of Liberty,’ to choofe men-to fuperin-
tend the' executive’ ‘department of the nation : for no
man, in a free ftate, can Juﬁly claim’ the authority
of an executive magiftrate, without the voice and
confent of the-people. In the exeicilé of theit own
‘natural power, by their conftitution, they muft ap-
point their chief- magiftrate to this place of honour
and truft.- In this refpe@, it may be faid; that"the
people do not only make their laws, buc they-alfdex-
ecute them, and govern themfelves. - Thefe confider-
ations fhould have a tendency to.difcourage all offi-
cers of government from. feeling themfelves inde-
‘pendent of their brethren, Taz PeoPLE.” With thefe
-proper views, they will be more likely to pay that
attention to ‘the .wants .and feelings of the people,
which is neceflary to increafe the public happinefs.
-When, therefore, the moft exalted charaters in qd-
thority.feel themfelves conne&ed to the whele com-
munity by a brotherly, benevolent attachment ; then
- the lives and the eftates of the nation are moft fecure.

In addition to this, it may alfo be faid, that the ad-

" miniftration of men in power wil] then be the moft
‘ufeful and honourable, when. the affairs of govern-
ment are conducted with moderation and juftice : for

_ the people have not a[;pointgd mea to infult and in-

jure them, but to promote their beft intereft..” Vio-

| ’ lence

e EalY VP I

s



4

lance & compulfion will pever advance the happinefls
of #reemen.. They will know whea t.beysar.e..aqovém.-.‘
ed agreeably to.their conRitutiops. and Jaws.: | they
wilt know when _they enjoy a portign of ;h,ac civi]
profpesity which they are ‘entitled ta. 1 by their rights
and privileges : and they will eafily kngw when they
are treated with civility and kmdnafs, The, people
thould have. ;«fon to beligve, that.men.in oﬂice have
nothing more at heart than the felicity of the nation.
‘¢ 6. THE beft meafures fhould be adopted to eftab-
hifh aReem and copfidence between the people. and
their rulers ;5 for without this favoyrable impreflion,
there will be but Jittle : peace and fatisfadtion in the
~publit mind.. Great care fhould be taken not to dif-
‘turb-and irritate the temper of the people:; their pa-
tience fhould never bé tortured; bt they fhoyld
‘Have a5 many reafons to be pleafed with the tradfac-
tions of government, as poffiblé, confiftent with dtie
public welfare : - for good humontr afd ! fitisfaction
greatly coatribuse to the peice and hagpinefs: of go-
vernment and nrankind, 'When the peéple have rea-
fonable fitisfaction and reft of mind; they will be
"more inddftrious, and confequently ‘more virtyous :
the produce of the land will be more plentiful ; and
_the: firength and refources of the nation will be in
proportion to the pleafure and encouragenient of the
-mind, A free, willing, induftrious, and virtuous
people,
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peaple, well poited.and weil. pleafed, are the rengch
of ‘a natien:5 while-the grear wealth of .a-few Jus-

yriovs, idle droges, are the.greag base of Liberty,—
A pegple with thay happy tempes of mind. which I

haye defcyibed, will bs chesrfully obedient to their

Jaws ; they will refpect and efteem all their good civ-

H officers; and peace -aad barmany will be pleafant
and lafting.~+~Tha mas, whom every benevolent, free

-aad virtgous qitizem refpets and loves, fuffer me to
.adorp my humble page with the name of WASH-

: INGTQN: hath dgchscd, tbat, THE BEST WAY 70

PRESERVE THSE. CONEIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE DURABLY
18 TO PROMPTE THEIE TAUEST m:rxm;'r

Y6 Tnn puuc:ples of a free people are directly

- 0ppofcd to taxation wnthoul: their own confent by rep-

fefentation. - MOney fhould never'bé extorted by vi-
olence, but received as the gifts and free will oﬂ'er-

~ings, ‘or coatributions of the peuple, to pay for the

‘feeurity of their perfom and’ property. Let them be

« convineed, that the public demands are reafonable

xS

‘ and neceﬁ'ai'y , ot merely for the beneﬁt of cml offi-
¥ cers, butfor the gencral advantage of the nation ;

~and théh as a free, enhghtcncd, generous, virtuous

people, they will take pfcafure cheerfully to defiay

. the neceffary expenfes of government, - They will be
..plealed when they. fecolledt, that for a wvery fmall

portian of their property they can be fecured in the
_ - real
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real poﬁ'eﬂiou of all the bleffings of true leerty =
But how “will ‘their pleafure rife ‘fif) higher, when
they confider, that by doing juftice to their ‘brethren,
"to whom they have commiitted the toils and dangers
_of public bufinefs; when they confider, I fay, that
by their contributions they advaace not only the great

- profperity of the nation, but “incjude alfo their pof- .

“terity in the general happinefs. 'But -here let it be
. obferved, that no requifitions fhould' be made but
-fuch as are really and abfolutely neceffary for the
fupport -and contingencies of government; and of
“the expenditure of money the people thould have an
account. Much the greater part of mankind toil
feverely for what property they acquire : it would
therefore be vcfy unjuft and cruel to ufe it for the
gratification of pampered pride and luxury, Ina
‘word, that government which improves the intereft
) and happinefs of the people, and manages thexr pub-
'lnc affairs confiftently with the principles of a gen-
" erous oeconomy, as well as a_juft and magmanimans
"~ policy, free from a prodigal and dithoneft wafte of the
fpubl:c wealth ; fuch a government will furnith the
~ moft reafonable fatnsfa&:on, and will be the mott va.
‘ 'lued and the moﬂ: bravely defended

III. Unper this head of difcourfe, I wnll endeav-
our to thew when it may be faid that a people fand
faft in sbe Liberty wherewith they ate free, With the

profecution
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Pro(ecutxon of thns dzﬁgp, I w:ll attempt:to intersiix
the fpirit and freedom of an APPLICATION, - . :-
1. - Tre people are in the habic apd gxercife of
leerty? when they refort to the firlk principles. of
. government, and trace their. nghts up to God; xhe
Creator : whcn they exefcxfc their naturalz p-wer,of
v:framm% any. foclal comgaﬁ: canducive to the common
lintereft: feel independent of all human power but
that which flows from themfelvcs d:fdaln the fub-
', je&tion of their conicrcnccs to any autbomy but the
:wxll of God refufc ta be- controuled by the will of
"any man who claims an mdependent power cf dilpaf-
_mg of thelr hves and eftates : recolle& that they eg-
tered into foc:ety to have their natural rights, which
"are the ba.ﬁs of cml rxghts, fecured. To maintain.
:fuch pnnclples of orlgmal Jutlice, is tor fand faf in
ithe nghteous Liberty of man. True Liberty fuffers
_no man to be injured in his perfon, eﬁate, or charac-
ter: it encourages and ‘enables him to improve. his
'happme(s 5 .and, within the limits of the public good,
;1nfures to hnm every bleﬁing to which imperfe& hu.
‘man nature can attain. Allthe toils, fufferings,
'treafure and blood of men, are not loft, when they
are the, pncc and purchafe of Liberty, - Without re-
lxglous and cwll Liberty, we can have no, fecurity of
lee, or of any of the good things of God: we cans
nog pra&ncc the fentiments of our confciences :--«
' C but
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4but where the rights of man are equally fecured in
the greateft degree, there is the greateft happinefs.--
AND THAT 1S OUR COUNTRY.

2. WHeN you carefully regard the eleion of
-your reprefentatives and officers of governmient, you
“will fand fap in your Liberty. It is a darling priv-
-ilege ot all freemen to elet the beft qualified men to
‘reprefent them in a State or National Aflembly. But

¢ do a people fland faft in the difcharge of their duty
--.are they in the ‘exercife of their civil rights, when

they negleét to choofe men of eftablithed principles

of Virtue and Liberty ? ;Do they with to have
good laws, and yet neglec to choofe men who have

proved themfelves friends to the rights of their bre.

‘thren? ~ ; Can they reafonably expeét that good laws
will proceed frorh men who fear x0t God nor regcrd
‘man? § Will men, who feel no obligations of love

‘and duty to their Creator, be good examples to their

conftituents ? ; Will they add any weight to the
‘laws they affifted to make, when they are fo prompt
to violate them ? ; Do they not, as far as their in.
~ fluence will reach, defeat the very laws they voted

for? '; Will a public and patriotic fpirit originate - A

from vicious principles ? ;Is it natural for noble
and generous fentiments to flow fromi vice? ; Do
‘not bad principles make ‘men felfith, natrow the
mind, and bamih all bcnevolent propenﬁues of doing
o S good
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good tomen ?  ; Will not the very knowledge which
unprincipled men may have, degenerate into felfith
low cunning, and ferve only to embarrafs and perplex

"the honefty and good common fenfe of men who are
able and willing to promote the intereft of fociety ?---
T need not tell you, that men under the influence of
felfith paffions, will facrifice the beft intereft of their
country, whenever they can greatly advance their
own importance ; and, like a Dean and an Arnold,
by the moft infamous and horrible treafon, betray.
that Liberty which they once pretended to defend.---
Do any of the people afk me, as one of their bre:
thren, ; Whoare the men we muft choole, in order to
Band faft in our Liberty ? Firft, feparate, in your
minds, the moft wicked and unpriacipled men, from
being objets of your choice; and then, out of the
reft, fele& men of underftanding, for of fuch there
will enough remain, who are atuated by principles
of love and obedience to God, and animated by 2
generous benevolence to mankind; who really love
to fee their brethren free and happy : for in this ev-
ery benevolent man muft take pleafure, Benevolent
* principles will produce the nobleft aés of public and
patriotic good ; they will enable men to difcern eafily
the advantage of the people. ‘F or when private
intereft and private views are removed, it will be ealy
to know what is the publxc good.”—Let me befeech
' all
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all the people to remember, that thcu' fafety and hap-

pinefs in fociety depends upon the elc&non of good |

and wife reprefentatives. Undcr the fmiles of pro-:
vxdence, the profperlty of a tree pcople is in their,
own hands ; for they have knowlcdge enough, if.
well 1mproved to advance and fecure their weifare.)
In a few words, choofe the men to manage your pub-:
lic affairs, to whom you would not fear to entruft-
the moft i 1mportant concerns of a. private-nature.--~-
This is the way to /hmd faft in your Liberty.

3 Tue example of civil officers has great; jnflu--
ence on the minds of mankdnd They ought to be:
pun&ual in their obfervatxon of the laws of the coun-.
try. As public men, Or private citizens, they fhould
be uniform in the pra&:ce of virtue, and the defence.
of Liberty. The people call them Fatrers: we.
are wxllmg to be their political children, as long as.
tbey are good parents. But, ; Should not fathers be-
examples of goodnefs to their children? § Will
children do well, if the parcnts are wicked and do

wrong? Wnll the chxldren be obedient to the pub-
lic laws, if the parents violate them ? . ; Will the |

children love Freedom, if the.parents difregard it ?
3 Will the children cultivate a public fpirir, if the
parents are felﬁlh ¢ Do fathers love tbeu' chaldrcn,

It is moft real'onable, ther:fore, to conclude, tbat it
is
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is-the'gréat:and indifpenfible duty of rulérs to-eneoui-
ajge.the practick of retigion - by their: own - influenee’
andexample: and I'venture to .declare, thax no civil.
officer does:the hatf ofhis duty, unlefs he endeavours:
to' fupprefs vice and diforder, and {0 prevent the se:-
ceffity ef' punifhiment: ~Mankind ‘very quieklyamds
- juftly exc¢liim againft the abfurdity of allowing thofe®
mefi to be' tedchers of religion, who'live-in:the-habi.-
ual pratice of vice and wickednefs: § Shalk’ we: not;-
with equal joftice, condemn’ the pracice of thofet
men- who bréak through thofe reftraints which wepé:
intended to {upprefé vice, and confequently-encourapé:
virtie? ;- Should they not:be minifiers of God- fo)' good:
to the people, in evéry poflible' way ? Every man of
comimon fenfe ackndwledgca, that- religion i very
wfeful to mahkmd ; and ei’pecxaﬂly the precepts and’
tiuths of ‘the gofpel: It is alfo allowed, that' pubiac
worthip is of particular and national advantage: T'o°
favour and practice virtue is therefore to increafe the
public happinefs, and to anfwer the intention of gov-,
ergment : and by thefe means their own importance.
anq autharity will ‘be increafed,

. 4. WHaEq the people are:{ubmiffive. to theu- laws,
and rulers; -upon the principles already: mentioned,.
their Liberties will be.permanent. Where the grue:
fpiric of religion is united to the free and gederous
{piric-of beerty. obedience will be a pleafing duty.

The
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The author of our benevolent religion hath com:
manded us to remder unto Cefar the things which art
Cefar’s; and unto God, the things that are God's. The

apoftles alfo fay, Submit yourfelves to every ordinance of

man for the Lord’s fake. Render 1o all, their dues : trib-

uie, to whom tribute is due; “cuflom, to whom cuffom g

Jear, to whom fear; bowesr, to whom benoxr. Men

who are under the influence of reafon and religion,b
will not blame the neceffary meafures of government.

They will not be fa&ious and turbulent, but of a
reafonable and complying difpofition. They will be -
influenced by fuch generous fentiments as the follow-
ing: Look mot every man om bis ows things, bat every
man alfo on the things of otbers. We muft endeavour
to render ourfelves extenfively ufeful, and promote
‘the good of our country; in which, not only our
own happinefs, but the happinefs of millions, is in-
cluded. )

5. ‘Tue Liberties: of a people cannot be lafting
without knowledge. The human mind is capable of
great cultivation. Knowledge is not only ufeful, but
it adds dignity to man, When the minds of men
are improved, they can better underftand their rights
---they can know what part they are to a&, in con-
tributing to the welfare of the nation. Freemen
fhould always acquire knowledge ; thisis a privilege

“and pleafure unknown to flaves; this elevates the
mind
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tind of man; this creates a confcious digpity of “his
importance as a ratxonal creature, and a free agent.
“The happinefs of mankind has been much advanced
bx the arts and fciences ; and they have flourithed the
moft among freemen. Slavery blots the image of the

’Crcator, which was at firft unprtﬁ'ed upon man: it

* banithes knowledge, and courts mifery. But-men,
enlighéenéd purfue with ardour the knowledge and
recovery of ‘their rights, Liberty is enlightened by

'knowledge; and knowledge, is nurtyred .by Liberty.
‘Where there is wifdom, virtue, and Libesty, there
- gmnkmd are mew.---In all the dark ages of the world,

* tyranny has been eftablithed upon the ﬂavnﬂ: igno-
rance of manklnd,_ Tyrants, in time paft, fecured
their dominacion by darkening the minds of their

fubjects. In the prefent day, they tremble at the
approaching light of krowledge and Liberty. They

-turn indignant from the glorious illuminations of
'Amenca and Fraoce. They hear with horrour the
found of Freedom and the rights of men. They
would ftill imbrute the human race, and make man-
“kind forget that they are men:—Be affured, my dear
_countrymen, knowledgc is abfolutely neceflary to fe-
‘cure the bleflings of Freedom. If you wifh to fee
_your country not only free in your day, but alfo to
feaft your imaginations with the pleafing profpe& of

K free po&enty for many ages to come; let me en-

treat



atreat you,rto €ncourage” and’ prémote thac knowled e
whichwill enble the peop1e fuctefsfully to watch all
Lehe enemies of Liberey; and i guard a{_}amﬁ the deligns
wof Hmngumg men. ~Unléfs the" ‘people have knoM-
védge, -they" may "be 1mpofe8 upon by men who are
‘alwayslying‘in wait .to difturb the pcace of focnety,
credte diforder’ ahd codfuﬁon,‘md in the tumult,
—overturn “the Liiberties of the’ counny Be atways
‘awake toyour wn intereft, and ‘you- wilt have noth-
Jdng-to-fedr’: -but if youlleep; the enemfes- “of lee‘f-
sty wilk awake -‘-Ileép, atid<by yom' death. hke ﬁum-
<bers:you: will give them 'ife: ‘for Lrbcrty has nevér
-yat.appeaidd-opon ithe:face” of ‘the earth withode
Lmneetihg ‘engmies'to’ contend’ with:—Theré have bedh
1mkn e Aerica; who have reprabated what théy Were
spleafed. 16-call the inquifitive faucineis 6f the peopit,
whén chey withed toknow: how the public affiirs-of
10he icountry were conducted, and- how § uﬂi‘cc and
“Drbbrty mlght be -{ecured. Nay, fome men, ﬁﬂl
imote urjuft and-tyrannical, *have ventuted to fay—
“blufh ! ye degeserate-fons of free - parents 1. -thiac the
‘people, when ‘in’the poffefiion of Liberty, are unable
“to ufe it for their own advantage, and therefore thcy
" ought to be govcmed againtt their wills, and without
~their choice, by men, to be" fure, much wifer than
themfelves, and more dxfpoﬁrd todo thcm good Tbrs
s as mu‘ch as to fay, that the people cught to be
a ' robbed
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Yobbed of their natural rights for their own advantage
and happinefs. But whoever is acquainted with the
hiftory of defpotic power, need not be informed, that

a free people will always ufe their Freedom more con-
fiftently with the principles of juftice and reafon,

than any men with uncontrouled power. It is a
truth, and it is now too late to deny .it, that no man,
or body of men, are fit to be entrufted with ualimit-
ted power. This power . they would moft certainly
abufe, whenever their unjuft wills were in the leaft
oppofed. Let the youth be well educated in wifdom

and virtue ; let them be inftructed in the true princi-
ples of Freedom, and they will improve their Liber-

ty moft agreeably to the rational happinefs of man-
kind. In this free country, knowledge is peculiarly
neceffary, where no other qualifications are requifite,

for the moft important cffices of government, but -

virtue and abilicy. I again fay, let the children and

youth be well edutated. In the earlictt ftages of life,

let afree and public fpirit be infufed into the youth-

ful mind. This is the way to exclude from their
‘young - breafts all oppreffing and cruel- paffions.-.-
‘Unlefs the doors of education are open to all the
youth of the country equally, advantages may be

taken by fome men of. cunhing, to tyrannize over

the reft, and become mafters of their property.  Ev.
-ery pareat, and every friend to the Freedom of his

e D country,
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country, ought to be folicitous for the improvement
of our youth in the principles of Freedom and good
government, and then the people will fland fap in
their leerty for a long time; yes, as long as fuch
principles are in their true exercife; and, with fub-
miffion to the divine will, as long as they pleafc -
But what ! ; Shall I doubt the attention and exemons

of my fellow-citizens to this all- -important cgufe of

public profperity ?  ; Shall the children and youth
of a'free people be fuffered to grow up ignorant of
the value of thofe Liberties you Yatend to commit
to their truft ? ; Shall they be unfit to take care of
thofe political bleffings which have been fecured for
them at the great expenfe of much toil, trcafure, and
precious blood? Oh! Liberty, thou friend to man-
kind, forbid it 5 juftice, thou guardian of thg rights
of men, forbid it; ye patriots and fathers of yéui‘
Eountry, forbid it : but rather let me fay, Oh! tho
blefled God, who takeft no pleafure in the mifery of
thy chlldren, forbid it, for the fake of hlm who
'batb made us free.

6. ThHe principles and pratice of our peaceable
and benevolent religion, are the foundation on which
all the bleflings of life and Liberty muft fland faft.
Righteoufnefs exalteth a nation. . True religion will in-
cline a people to love and hopout- the Most Hicp
~who ruleth among the children of men, * The Lorp hath
faid,
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faid, Thew that bonour me, I will bonowr. Religion is
intended to unite men together in the bonds of - bro-
.therly love and good will ; to prevent bad habits ;
t0 fupprefs diforder; to calm fa&tious fpirits; and
-to put an end to the fhedding of brothers’ blood.
-The influence and importance of religion fhould be
. felt by men both in their family and national connec-
tions. Without it, they can neither be happy in this
world nor in a future ftate.—May the benevolent ef-
forts of all public teachers of true relngnon, be. umt-
ed thh the aﬁ"'c&xonate mﬂuence of parents, to pro-
mote the perfonal and national welfare of our country.
By m(hllmg good fennments into the tender minds of
’ chlldren and youth, you will teach’ them to j?am{ fajt
“in their Liberty. Good zmpreﬁions, made in early
life, are very frequently of lafting benefit bqth to in-
dividuals and the public. Trainup a child in the way
be fbouid go, and when be is old be will not depars 'from")it.
But,,iix addition to all your pious exertions, let me
entreat you, never to forget to befeech the Father of
mercies and the God of all grace, to implant in the
’ hearts of our youth, by the divine Spirit, the true
prmcnples of holinefs, '

I siope it has been evident, that, in the whole b_ddy
of this difcourfe, I have endeavoured to interweave
fentiments of religidn and virtue, I cannot, there-
fore, fuppofe it neceffary at prefent, to profecute this

, particular
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particular article any farther. - Permit ‘me, bowever,
to affure you; that I have not ventured nor withed

-to recommend Liberty without Virtue; for this
“would have been-a recommendation of Li:entioufuefs.

True Liberty may be fummed up in this declaration :

- that we have a right to do all the good we can ; but
‘have no right to injure our fellow.men : we have a

right to be ‘as happy as we can; but no right to lefl-

“en the happinefs of mankind.:

Trus far 1 have attemptcﬁ to comply with the
appointment of the civil Fathers of this State. In

. this compliance, my diffidence .and fear have given

me no fmall anxiety, left I fhould not anfwer the de-

fign of their appointment. I have not, therefore,

been influenced by a prefuming expectation of com-
municating to this honourable political body, any new

" information. 1 feel, neverthelefs, in my mind, a

pleafing perfuafion, that my Fathers in government
will not be difpleafed with any fincere and humble
attempt to infpire their younger fons with a juft fenfe
of the blefiings and privileges they enjoy under the
prefent legiflative and executive authority. Ina few
years, fome of the youth of the prefent day muft be

* called to fill the places of the Fathers now in office.---

The thought is ferious! ; Who knows the confe-

quence ? ¢ Is it not then of the utmoft importarice,

that the minds of young men fhould be impreffed
with
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.with the be& fentiments of equal Liberty ? Shall
.we not exhort them to fland faf in their Liberty, that
_their country may be free ? ; Shall we not animate
.the rifing generation, to tranfmit to their pofterity
_that invaluable inheritance of Freedom, which they
.muft foon receive from the prefent race of patriots
~ when they fhall reft from their labours ? ew——This
_is a day of joy: it reminds you of one of .the great
privileges of freemen :—it fhould he a'day of grat-

_itude alfo. Oh! that you did but feel and realize
your happy fituation, that you might fend up to
Heaven the warmeft gratitude of hearts glowing with

love and praife to that bleffed Saviour who bath made
us FREE | - '

FaTHers, brethren, and fellow-citizens, with the
happy feelings of a brother freeman, I congratulate
you on the enjoyment of that Liberty which I have
been defcribing : it involves in it every thing moft
conducive to your peace and profperity on earth :---
clafp it to your bofoms, and religioufly fwear, that
you will live freemen, or die bravely. I rejoice, that
it is in your power, under God, to fland faff in your
Liberty.——; Shall I contraft your prefent fituation
with the deplorable ftate of manin ages paft? ¢Would
a0t this draw a cloud of grief over the bright fun-
hine of your happy feelings ? 'We rejoice, that the
sarth hath been delivered from the hands of thofe

inhuman
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"i:l;’:man"' butchiers,” whofe unrelenting murders have
“filled fo many bloody pages of hiftory ; :who flaught-
-ered millions ot the human race, for no other pur-

pofe but to extend their cruel and ambitious power,

- and opprels and lay ‘wafte the world. ‘Tyraats, who,

“inftead of being tranfmitted down to us with illuftri-

“ous mames, for being the moft fuccefsful deRroyers of
-their fellow-cteatures, thould be named after the moft -

furious beafts of prey; and; on account of the mif-

‘chief they have done to 'mankind, be claffed ‘with

tempefts, ‘earthquakes, and plagues. -~ We rejoice,

~with thankful hearts, that we are not.under the pow-
-er-of fuch plagues of the human face, who wage war

with the peace and happinefs of mankind; who
think it an act of heroifm to depopulate whole
countries to. gratify private revenge. We now fee

 that the. patnouc refolutnons of our countrymen have

not been in vain: we now fee that the treafures ex.

4 pended in the defence of Liberty, have realized a

pational intereft of more value than’ ten thoufand per
cent : we now fee that the mexprefﬁble trials and
fuffermgs of a patriot army, have been produtive of
the richeft fruits ; and that the blood of our heroes
has been the feed of Liberty.——But, we commife-
rate the deplorable condition of many of our fellow-
men, who now groan under the heavy chains of def-
potlfm we wifh the rights of men may be foon re-
ftored to them, s Bur
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But I return fram this digreffion, I find poliﬁ::i
happinefs not abroad, but at home. Happy age ancl
country in which we live! We remember no zrg
fince the creation of the world, fo favourable.go the
flghts of mankind as the prefent The hiftories of
mankind, with only a few exceptions, are the record;
of human guilt, oppreffion, and mifery. Althoygh
l'ome fhadow of rude Liberty was contended for by 3
few fmall uncwnllzed tribes of men, yet they were
fub,e&ed by thofe nations who were more powerful,
At the begmnmg of the Chn&xan ®ra, almoft WO
thnrds of mankind were in the moft abje& and crue,l
flavery. 'The Grecian and Roman natians, notwith-
ftanding thelr boafted love of Liberty, were not ac-
'quamted wuh the true prmclples of ongmal egual,
/ ‘and fentlmental leerty Thoughan lmperfe& Cl\{-
xllzatlon had made ‘fome progrefs among them, yet
they nelther under[’tood the nature, nor pra&;fed the
'dunes, of humamty They who are acquamted with
“the true hiftory of Greece and Rome, need not be
_ informed, that the cruelt) ‘they exercifed upon thegr
flaves, and thofe taken in war, is almoft bejond the
power of credibility. ~The proud and felfith paffions -
- have always endeavoured to fuppre(s the fpirit of
'Freedom. Even Rome herfelf while fhe pretended
“to glory in being free, endeavoured to fubject and
* enflave the reff of mankind,— —-But no longer ihall

WG




we look to antient hiftories for pnncnplcs and fyﬁems
of pure Freedom, The clofe of the eighteenth cen- .
tury, in which we live, fhall teach mankind to be
truly free. The Freedom of America and France,
fhall make this age memorable. From this time
forth, men fhall be taught, that true greatnefs confifts
‘not in deftroying, but in faving, the lives of men ;
not in conquering, but making them free; not in
making war, but making peacef; not in making men
ignorant, but making them wife; not in firing them
with brutal rage, but in making them humane ; not
in being ambitious, but in being good, juft, and
virtuous. Of France, it may be faid, in the language
of Scripture, s Who bath beard fuch a thing 2 s Who
‘bath feen fuch things 2 ; Shall the earth be made 1o bring
forth in ome day? Or, sSball a nation be borm at once ?
‘Behold a nation of freemen, rifing out of a nation of
flaves! This gratifies the feelings of humanity and
benevolence. We with to fee all men independent of
all things but the laws of God, and the juft laws of
their country. And will any man blame me for fay-
ing, that, in America, every friend to Jjuftice and the
rights of men wifhes profperity to that generous na-

tion, who are allied to thefe United States, and who
‘fo powerfully aided them in fecuring their independ-

ence and peacc. In the name of the Lord of hofts,
let us pray, that ne weapon that is formed againft their

Freedom, /ball profper, I ones
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I once more invite you to-join me in gratitude to
that beft of Beings, by whofe providential goodnefs
and power tbe lines are fallen unto us in pleaﬂdt Places 5
yta, we bave a goadly beritage. Here harvefts grow

for the free and cheerful hufbandman: here, neither -

awed by Jardly and rapacious injutice, nor dejeéted
by bebelding idlenefs high fed and fattened on the
abours of other mep, they reap and enjoy the pleaf-
ing fruits of their honeft indu@ey. 2% fhall eat your
breed o sbe full, and dwell in your land of fafety. Here
the pegple dwell togather as bretbren; .peace, har.
mony, induftry, apd health, unite their various gifts
to make this Jife ablefling: . here poor human nature,
in other parts of the world lang deprefled by ignos
rance and enflaving power, feems to. reclaim . the
- primitiye bleffings of creation, and to rejoice that it
was made in the image of Gob: " herg confcience. afs
fume) her firft authority ; religion is 80 lopger ens
ﬂavcd to the wills and laws of men s public and prié
vate happinefs. are gyarded by the laws and govern-
‘ment of the people.—Stand faft, therefore, in the Libs
erty wherewith Chrift bath made s fres, and be not an+
, tangled again wztb the yoke of bondage. Lat us determine
. to be free from the unjuft power of men,. and free
from the flavery and tyrapny of fin, and we fhail

then be truly free. If the S¢m, tbergfore, Jball make 1au

Jree, ye fhall. be Jree indeed,
E . - Writa
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WirH the words of a celebrated French writer,
this difcourfe will be concluded.’ ’ ' '

“ Ye people of Northamerica, let the examplé of
all nations who have gone before you, and above all
that of Greatbritain, ferve you for inftru&ion. Fear
the affluence of gold, which brings with luxury the
corruption of manners, the contempt of laws. Fear
a too unequal diftribution of riches, which exhibits
a fmall numbser of citizens in opulence, and a great .
multitude of citizens in extreme poverty ; whenee
fprings the infolence of the former, and the ‘debafe-
ment of the latter. Secure yourfelves againft the fpirit
of conqueft. The tranquillity of an empire dimin-
ifhes in proportion to its extenfion. Have arms for
your defence ; have none for offence.  Seek compe-
tency and health in labour ; profperity in the culture
of lands, and the workthops of induftry ; -power in
manners and virtue, Caufe arts and fciences, which
diftinguifh the civilized from a favage man,to flourith -
and abound. Above all, watch carefully over the
education of your children. It is from public fchools,
be affured, that come the wife magiftrates, the capa-
ble and courageous foldiers, the good fathers, the

~ good hufbands, the good brothers, the good friends,
" the good men. ‘Wherever the youth are feen de-
praved, the nation is on the decline. Let Liberty

have an immoveable foundation in the wifdom of
' your
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your laws, and let it be the indeftru@ible cement to
bind your States together. Eftablith no legal pre-
ference amongft the different forms of worfhip, Su-
perttition is innocent, wherever it is neither perfecut-
ed nor prote&ted ; and may your duration, if it be

<foffible, equal the duration of the world I
9 7






