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Eafton, Ottober 18, i779§

| At a Meeting of the Geneml and Field
Oj’ cers of the Weflern Army, it was

’Vo'rzn,

HAT Brz adzer Geneml Maxwell '

. Colonel Courtlandt Colonel Ciiley, Lieu-
tenant Colonel Emyl,' and- Major Edwards,
be a Commuitee to wait on the Reverend
Mr.Evans, and return him the Thanks of
- the Avmy for his Difcourfe, delivered before
the Troops, om the feventeenth Inftant; and

 that they 'regugﬂqf him a Copy for the Prefs :

That @ Number of Copies be procured and
diftributed amongft the feveral Corps qf tﬁc
Army gratis,
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FEXETEOEE

A DISCOURSE &

II SamuEL xx1I. 40, 50,

For thou haft girded me with firength unto
the battle : them that rofe up againft me
haft thow Mw -wmsss - Therefore
I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord,
among the heathen ; and I will fing

- prayfes untp thy name, o

O anoble and enterprizing mind,

that part of hiftory is moft plca-‘

fing and uleful, which records the be- -
nevolent and heroic aftions of good
.and great men. Virtuous and fhining

. examples make the road of true glory ‘
- bright before the generous and brave
youth and while they fhipe, like the

. fire of Heaven, with the beams of an

; .enlxghtened zeal, communicate the heat -
| andx
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‘and ardor of a daring and invincible

courage. Happily, for this important
purpofe of teaching us to do good un-
10 mankind, the infirutive .and fublime
writings of antient days are handed
down to us; and thofe men will im-
prmeJ them moft honorahly,. who, in
mmitation of the heroes that have ferved
Gop and their Country, offer them-
felves champions, in defence of virtue,
liberty and Ju{‘txce In order that I
‘may be able to introduce aa example,

‘aliogether worthy of your notice and
‘imauation, ¥ have made application to

the hiftory of the facred wiitingsT—and

'J have been induced to make choice of

a paflage of thofe writings, rather than
of any other, becaufe no other can be

-a rational foundation of your devotion.
"Many writings there are which may in-
"deed teach you fome excellent leflons
‘of heroifm and the love of freedom ;

‘but they cannot, like the facred Scrip-
tures,’ pomt out both the pure and di-

‘wine’ duty we owe to Gop, and thdt

generous and difinterefled love and fer-

‘yice, which we fhould chearfully ren-
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der to our fellow men : Tl'lc ‘beft pro-
fane writings can not'inform you who
‘is the author of all the bleflings of life,
‘nor who it is that fuperintends the
whole univerfe, and governs the attions
of mankind. They may teach you the
neceflity of having fome religion, but
they can not inform you who is the
proper objeét of worfhip.” This know-
ledge can be derived only from the fa-

crcd fountains of divine mfpuatmn. ‘

Frouthenee I draw the words of my

L texts: Thcy—am&h&-wosd&af»&m%ﬂef— 4

or, and the ‘prailes of a faint, equally

.. drave, pious and fuccefsful. He never

drew his {word, but when the fafety
:and honor of his country made it ne-.

‘cefary ; and never fought a battle with-
-out afking the dire@ion and affiftance
‘of that Almighty Being, in whefe hand
- 1s the fate of nations, and who gives ar
- withbolds fuccefs, according as it is
moft confiftent with infinite zwxfdom aml
-goodnefs. | |

. Tux chara&er Ihavc been drawmg,‘
“mnufl be well “krown to you all: Itas
= the
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the charalter of David, the warrior of
the Jewith nation: And I cannot but
think his hiftory as worthy the perufal
of the young foldier, as that of Alex-
ander or Julius Czfar, or any of the
renowned tyrants and fuccefsful mur-
derers of mankind. Nay it is much
more worthy and ufeful, as David was
~ the fhepherd of his people, and- the
guardian of their rights ; and poflefled
power only, that he might be more
extenfively ufeful and benevolent. 1
need not enumerate the many nations

. which rofe up againtt this divine hera.:

I need not mention all the battles he
was called to fight, and the hundreds
of thoufands he was obliged to deftroy,
-in erder to prcfcrve the liberties of the
people. Let it fuffice, that only within
the compalfs of the fecond book of Sa-
‘muel, we are informed of thirteen"
‘bloody and' important battles, which
were fought by -the armies of David,
~and that fuccefs crowned his arms, and .
viftory followed him in all his wars.
- After fuch uninterrupted glory and con-
vqueﬁ it is always to be feared . that

C menﬁ
. ,
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* maén 'will think themlelves' itidépendent
of: the: fuprethe Difpofer ' of :all vevents,
gfid vaurit- themfelves akainft Gop}
Faying, mine own hand hath faved mei
But heppily this man was fupetior té
that prefumptious- pride and " vamicy
“his Heart indeed was lifted up! but tiot
byithe pomp and triumph' of Vi&ery,
but with -praife and gratitude” to the
Lord: of Hofls and the Gob of ‘battle
8o farwas he from eounting the fpoils
and riches of greaé and humeroud na-
tions, his fecurity and Happinefs; that
hie devoutly furremderd: them it thé
fan&tuary of the Moft High-Geb.  In-
fiead of confiding alone in the valor
of his troops, and - the experience of
his- generals or his: own. courage an
Iagacity in war, he alcribes all his hap.
py fuccefs to the .over-ruling hand of
Gob,” When be was,fkillful in war, he
fays, “ Thou haft taught my handsto
¥ war, and: n# fingers to fight.” When
he was firong and vittorious in. battle,
he acknowledges Gob as the author of
- bis prowefs and fucdefs. For, Livs he
‘da tye- words- of .the tgxt; * Thou haft
b B f girded, |
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¢ girded -me with ﬂrengeh unto. the
e battle ;- Them that rofe up agamﬁ me
% haft thou fubdued under me.”. And
 then follows that rational and grateful
trlbute of thanks and praife, which, fo
far from degrading the hero .or leﬁen- '
ing the efteem and - good - opinion of
‘mankind, is the very way to acquire
the mo& dxgmﬁcd chara&er, -and the -
only fare method to . promife, future’
fuccefs.  * Therefore, becau{g thou
* haft profpered me, I will give thanks
* unto thee, O Lord, amang -the ;heas
“ then ; .and I will ﬁng praifes un;q
« thy name.” .

. In ftrong and metaphoncal language
the ‘divine Hero défcribes the aid which
.was aﬂ'orde&hxm when i in the field* of -
war. *“ As the wamor ‘might he have
faxd * girds on the Twotd, and: “puts
¢ on the coat of ‘mail, fo haﬁ thou not
“only infufed v1g0r into my héart, .
* but alfo covered me with ﬂrergth zmd
*® made me mighty unto the battle.”

" Tm-: words thus introduced and ex-
plaxned ‘we may turn our attention to’
the -

P o ~b
-
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‘the two following paﬁt:xods, which ‘are
'naturally derived from the text.. . -

Ty the firft placc, that -Gop is the
anthor of military (kill and firength;
And fecondly, that he ought to be
'praqud for vifory. ahd fuccefs in war,

1In the firft place, that Gop is the au-
thor of mxhtary fkill and ﬂfengtlr.

, It is perfc&ly conﬁﬁent wrth reafon, '

" 1o fuppofe that the all wife and power-
ful Gop, who gave exiftence to this
great’ globe- and::adl .the. furrounding

worlds, will alfo take that care of them

winch is neceflary to preferve good-or.
der and harmony among them. - Nor
can we conceive that it any way:. lefens
the . dignity and wifdem of the -great

- Creator, to govern the univerfe which

he 'has made. Obedient to.his will,
creation at firft’ rofe ont of nothxng; '
~‘and-having paffed -the all comprehen-
~ five view of the eternal mind, was pro-
nounced very - good.  With the fame -
camprehenfion and particular notice is
- every gart of the univerfe now \Qewcd,
RURIEE S B 2 ih&
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that it wixs when it was faid,” Let it exs
ift. So.that from:the ‘ confideratian - of
his ommprefence, we may eaﬁly fee the
. abfurdnty of that ije&non, to' the do:.-
trine of hns paruculat and conftant Pro-
| v1dence, that jt requires a laborous
"attention’ unworthy “the notice of fo
great aBeing. To fuppofe that Gon does
‘not take  notice ., of; eyery thing, is tq
fofe ‘him abfent from fome place,
therefore nat - poflefled” of infidite
power' and univerfal knowledge. But
to imagine ' that he 1is; not poffefled. of
infinite powerand univerfal knowledge; |
is to reprefent' him ax an’ imperfeét Bes
ing, which would be molt impiout and
abfurd.” Therefors, as: Gob is:allwife,
and his knowledge is. infinite, he .muf}
be ¢very. wherve prefent ; and ' if .overy
swhere prefent, muft -have all his warks -
‘under his particular view and dire&ian,
and thus he governs the:world. .- And
fince he governs the inanimate parts: of .
creation, much more will he: govern the
animate,: ard'". efpocfaliy the 'rational
wotld, which isthe nobleft ‘and oft .
U;inromnt part of . tlus, lower. orpation.
‘ ek Undcr

-
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‘Under this wife government of the Cre;

ator, mankind are treated and governed

as’ rational” creatures. The Supremq
Bemg, who is ‘a’ fpirit, and has jmme-
diate and conftant - accefs to . the mind
. of man, propofes meotives and objefls

to influence their Jl‘udgmenbs and direét

their wills'; and
fftent with the free exercife’ of reafon.
Thus in the facred 'Scripture it'is faid,
that ¥ The king's heart is n the hand
*#: of the Lord, as the. rivers of water,
. % ke tumed;\ it: whithegfoevey he wilk

| this perfeétly cone

€A man’s heart devifeth- his way; but

£ the Lord d:re&eth hts ﬁeps H

. Froir what has bcen oﬁ"ci'ed lt w;ll
“‘appear, that the Creator of the wosld

governs' the works of his hands, not -
<nly - hy  eftablifhed. Jaws, but .alfo by -

checking, altering; or fufpending thofe

laws, according as it.is moft agreeable

to . his. infinite’ goednefs and wifdam ; .
and -all this without mtroducmg any
diforder into the fyftem of creatian. So

- that he who made the Sun, could arreft
, i'um in his rapid cafeer, without mtm-

*

T P



.
l
]
|

Loal
dui?mg :my diferder into the planetary
fyltem. -With the greateft eale can he

govern: the: elements and. controul the
raging of the fea, the fury of the winds

~ the fiery bolts of the lightening, and hold

the tcmpr:ﬁuous rain; and ftorm in his -
hands : :And when we might expelt to
fecl the effeéls of thofe elements in their
Jeafon; and according to the eftablifhed
- laws of nature, we have been conftrain-
£d to acknowledge - an rmmediate and
powcrfuL mterpofition: of Providencc 1
reftraining them, or mitigating their
viélence: And were I, in-fapport of
what T have advanced, to adduce all

- the paffages of facred Scripture, which

Ipeak the fame anguage, 1Thould tran-

fcnbe a very confiderable part. It 'being

therefore proved, that Gop governs the
world"by a general and particular pro;
videnge; and that mankind are more
parllcularly the fubjects of his govern- -
ment,. and that this world and - all the
things in'it, are made [ubordinate to

~ the :zdvantage of men, it will then

plainly appear, that: Gon m‘luences the -
minds of men in. the important "affairs
o v | ) of .

N
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of a ‘national defence.: War, .an which
- the-fate of nations.depends, 18 often.de4
~ termined by very fmall circumftances;
which it was not i the power of man'to
forefee ;ar to guard: againft: We ob-
ferve that -one man poffeffes that wifs

dom,: prudence, and fagacity, which:arg

denied to auother. That ready thoughs
and der¢ne  compofure of mind - m the

greateft danger, and. oft tirhes -in.the .

midft of the greateft confufion, may

be confidered:more than haman. I cap. -
. ... _not help cafling it the provxdenual in--

piration-of the Gop of battle. it is he
that infpxres the - wamor vmh that in-

vincible: courage at one timce, ‘which he
does not poﬂefs at‘another. It is. thc ,

Gop of battle’ who can-wither youf
.ﬁrenvth and unman ‘your fouls. "It i

Txo beftows that patienCc, ‘fo mtudc,

a‘nd perfeverim:e, under the moft Cmn-
plicated toils dnd’ hardihips, which is fo
 aftonithing to every petfon of confider-
ation, ‘and‘which-is o neceflary to ‘con>

flitute .the good -foldier: . The ympor-’

~ “tance..alfo of this event , will jullify the
] poﬁmm that Gon Js the ‘author of -mili-

S ;o tary
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tary fkill:and courage.” On' ehe fkill arid
bravery-of an army the rightsarid prid .
vileges of.a people feem often titties'
to be fulpended, and. if fucoefs:is des .
‘nied, the ruin of the nation is>the nexs
miferable confequence. Nothing there<
fore. can:be more -worthy the’ divine
dire&ion than the happinefs- of 2 peo«
ple, whofe liberty is unjuftly invaded
by a cruel and defolating war:. ~'And
- nothing is thore certain than his pros
mife and his juftice to.the oppreffed.
" Havine offered thus much on a fub.
je&t, which, no doubt, gains. your ap-
probation and belief, as much as it does
mine; it ‘being fo nearly _cannefted
with~ that interpofition of Providence,

. . which has been fo univerfally ackrdows

ledged in this army, 1 thall drop the
farther profecution of it, except in that
way which will tend to the illuftration
of it, and have a’ particular reference
to the defign of this day's affembly..
. Axp here I find it much more eafy
to conceive of the many inftances .
wherein this army has been girded with
- o ' _ firength,
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finength, to pcrform the hard-duties of _
.a campaign, than to give them a juft
and particular relation. However let me

attcmpt this duty, that by recollefting
“the goodnefs and provxdcnnal care of

Heaven, our gratitade may be excited,
.and we may with the warmth and fin--

_eerity of our hearts ‘offer that tribute of
“thank{giving and praife, which is fo

juftly due to our divine Benefalar and

. powerful Guardian, who has girded
‘us with ftrength unato the battle, and
made us fuperior to all the unavoida-

ble toils, hardfhips, gmd dangers. of a .

wildernefs unknown and unexplored,

unlefs by the mld beaﬁs and the fa-

va gcs.

Wuw the tyrant of Bntam, not mn-'

“tented to expend hjs. malignant wrath.

_on opr {ep coafls, ; fent his emiffaries to

raife the favagcs of the wildernefs to

“war, and to provoke them to break

_their faith with the United States of '
Amcnca vhen aur dc;fencclefs fromxers.

_became ‘the feat. of favage fury, and

hundreds af oue countrymen bled, and

Wwrvia

. hundreds o
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" hundreds of them fuffered ‘more than
the tender ear can hear related, or the
‘ compaﬁionate heart can cndure Then
" the expeQations of our enemies . were
high and joyful, that half our country
. would fall by the hands of tories and
, favages, or ‘be forced to' flee from
their habitations with fcarcely a mouth-
“ful of bread to eat, or a garment to co-
-verthem. Andindeed the profpe&t was
full of horror to -‘every compaflionate
- friend of his country and mankind, and
- called, mercifully called, for the aid of
an army, to fave fo large a pait. of
tke United States.”

,B‘UT this was a war, from,'whjch the -
boldeft and braveft were ready to
thrink, and they who had fought an
- army- of regular-veterans, dreaded the
" fudden and hidden attacks of the fubtile
.-and bloodv favages. - The demhand then.
became fenous, ‘who will undertake the
“hazardous, the laborious, @nd perhaps
impractticable expedmon ? Who has re- _
folution enough to.expofe himfelfto the
. fccrct ambufcadc, and nlk the unhappy
= ' f
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fate of a General Braddock?. But is
there no relief, is there no "help? Muft
the country be preffed on both fides by

.~ the raging fury of war, until it perifh?
‘No, replied the man, who was equal |

to the arduous and “dangerous taftk, and
“who chofe this army to chaftife favage

rage, and to fave the bleeding country,

be the hazard ‘what it would. Happy
1s that, mxhtary genius which colleis

- firength at the approach of dangers, and
"becomes’ invincible in proportion as the.
obftacles he is to encounter appear un..
furmountable. Happy the’ Hero, who"
. can by an’ intuitive glance diftinguifh
-between what is only difficult, and what
is abfolutely impoffible. * Shall I make
- application of this charadter? Deli-
cacy forbids me: I leave you to ap-
ply it in filence to the Hero who de-

fcrves 1t.

Axp now my bravc f'dlow foldlcrs,
- thall I call upon you to relate the toiis,
the ddncers and difappointmentsthrough -
,wh;ch you paﬂ'ed or fhall I attempt to -

C 2 enumeratc

Y T
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- enumerate the hardfhxps and dangcrs,:

which, if particularly recounted, would "
fpend the moft of this day? Who in

this army does hot know that this moft.
“important expedition was a long time"

held in fufpence, for the want of ne-

ceffary fupplies of provifions, and are-’

turn from that expedition was much’
more probable and rational than a"
march of fome hundreds of miles into-
the heart of the wildernefs, and the.

. very jaws of the favages. And when

your march commenced, which, par-
don the expreffion, was rather the effet

~ of a happy rafbniefs of daring courage’

and forutudc, than the refult ~of cool
and cautious reafbmng, had you not;
hills and mountains to crofs : Had vou’

" not pathlefs forefis to encounter, and‘
* rapid waters to ftem ? ‘Had you not ri- -

vers to ford, wide, deep and impetu-
ous ? Was your united firength more
than fufficient to fave you from being,

- fwept down the angry floods, and made
‘the fport of their fury? Shall I pafs

over in filence many difficulties {carce-’

“ly credible td the hearer who did not

behold
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| bchqld them? Shall 1 forget the un.
_ {peakable trials and perplexities, . which

attended the. tranfportanon of the ne-:

ceffary flores and artillery of therarrgy, ,
~ over fteep hills ard lofty mountains,’

over deep motaﬂ"es and through Darrow

defiles, where the feet of men had
fcarcely “ever reactied before. T will

admire the patience of thofe men who'

undertook the labourious drudgery, per-*
fuaded as1 am,  that nothmg but the -
- welfare of the army and the honor of
their country. could have urged, them-
to fo painful a tafk ; but infpired with-.

thofe gloricys motives, like true patriots’
and brave foldiers, they can cheerfully-
undertake any enterprize; ‘and indefa-

" tigably fupport any labor. Let me re-

mind you of the twenty-ninth of Au-l
gult, honorable to the troops command--

cd by our brave and enterprizing Ge :
neral. Then you defeated the favage
army and conquered thofe barbarians:
who had long been the -dread of our
frontiers: That happy viftory fo im-

‘preﬁ'ed the terror of your prowefs up-
on thear hearLs that they durflt not a-

{econd -

>
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fecond-time oppofe your. march inte,
the very bofom of their country. Led"

by the confideration of our juft and
~ complete cox;xq}leﬂ of fo_fertile a part’
“of the weftern world, I will venture to’

look a few.years into futurity. Me.'
thmks I Iee ‘the rich Jands-from the”

- Teaoga river. tothe banks of the Seneca’
‘and Cayuga Jakes, and’ from’thende to

the moﬁ frultful of lands on the Che-’
nefles to the great lakes Ontario, Erie,

. and Huron, and from thefe te Mihigan®

and Supenor. Methmks I fee all thefe -

Jands inhabited .by the independent Ci-

tizens of America. I congratulate pof~*
terity on this addmon of immenfe -
wealth and extenfive terntory to the

~ United . States. I fee Tome. patnotlc

youth, whofe father fouﬂht the favage’
cnemy’ at Newton, and endured all the’
hardfhips of . this campaign,. and “hear

- Lim fay, tnumphmﬂ‘ in the ‘honor of

his father’s courage and lave of free-
dom, here my brave father defeated’
the Fav"ge and tory bands. “From that

- mouatain they fled with’ the greateft~
“hafte, and faved their hvcs by . fpeed .

' when
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“when a patt of our army had nearly
‘furrounded them, and was prepared to
“eut them off. ~And then will he recol-
le& the. numbers of the enemy that

‘-were {lain, then will he fay, thy brave
.aged parent led me to that place’ whert
‘the enemy ‘hal’ raifed their firong
“works, which this- army, by the faga-
“city and military caution of the Com-
“mander fo happily avoided. The gene-
‘rous youth, as he proceeds ‘in hls ré-

“lation of the exploits of - this. army,
“catches a part. of their patriotic zeal and

. “enterprizing fpirit, and in‘a noble tranf-
‘port of heroic joy points to the ground
“ont which  this army flood, when they
“fhouted - theu' affent to fubﬁﬂ on leks
“than "half the ufual quantity of*theéir
“daily prov1ﬁon, and this they dxd ‘that

~“the ‘expedition ‘miight net fail, and the

‘cauntry be difappointed and expofed N

“to the redoubled rage of the.enemy.
' This heroic altion, fays the noblc youth,
~fhall be . notable, whlle there is a- pa-
“triot _in America, and rémemberéd,

whlle there lives a man who loves<his .

country and mankmd The fature in-
hathants
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,habxtants and frwnds of Liberty on the

pleafant banks of ‘the lakes and rivers

,whlch dre now made known, at eafcf

in their elegant {eats, and in the o{-
_ feflion of luxuriant lands, fhall talk
~ of the mountains, before deemed im-
-paffable to which you have extended
your conquell, and wheére you hewed
out your way by dint of invincible per-
feverance. They fhall enumerate the
‘many- towns you deftroyed, and. the
- neceflity of deftroying unknawn quan-
‘tities of corn and fruits of the land,
and of laying the country wafte for an

extent of near two hundred miles.” All -

thefe atchlevements fhall be hereafter

related, and give immortality to the

‘army that firlt conquered the five Na-
" tions of hoftile Indians. . I might expa-
tiate in the praifes of this army, with-

out exceeding the bounds of ]ujhce, |

dxd not my connettion with it Tubject
‘the to the charge of partial attachment,
I therefore check my zeal and leave it
to others, to defcribe : your patxencc un-
‘der hard/hips, your fomtudc:, your eb-
; ﬁmatc perfevcrancc, and your. mlhtary
o _ obedmnce. ,

\
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- 6}>edx¢nce _Thefe are. the qualificati.

ons of good Ioldiers, .and thefe, with-
out_flattery, you peflefs. - May you al-
ways be upon your guard to fupport
the. diftinguithed charafter yoy have

. . acquired, and may you teach thofe

who have not. had the like experience,
nor obtained an equal degree of fame;
what will con[ht,ute the beft of foldlcrs.
You have now.a good chara&er fo. fup-
port, you can eafily do it, by obfervmg |
the fame worthy condu&.by which. you

at. ﬁrﬁ Procuted it. Let.. nonc go be-
fore you in reputatian, and m:htary gla- .
ry., Lwill venture to fay, did the Gi-
tizens of America I erve “their coun-
try with half the zeal and ubhc fpirit
that the -army  has fervedp ‘them,, we

fhould have feen an hongrable conclu"
fion to the toils and’" hoxrors of war.'
Alas! the, fpirit of Liberiy is now ra.
ther firuggling with the vitious ‘man-
ners, apd the felfith prgncxples of the
times, than with the T rarit of Britar,
The love of wealth and the_purfuit of
plcafurc havc almqf‘ ex»tmcrulfhed that

ﬂame of patrgétxfm, wbxch blaz,c;d forth

oo
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with fuch ardor, at’ the  begitmity tF
this war. Virtue amd patriotifmi, the
guardians of -Libeity, are’ i many
places artd by many men made the fulic
jeéts of fcorn and ¢ontempt, and’ that
by thofe who would ‘be efteemed’ wife

oliticians and friends to ‘their country;

but T think with very little’ jufticet for
the wife politician muft know, ‘that mo-
* " tal and political virtue 4re the bulwarks
of a republic, and that 4 Tepublic withs
bt virtue, is an’ abfurdity i politics;
~ and can'no ‘niore ftand than ‘a build-

(ing, when the foundation i$ émoved.
THe fafthionable ‘gentleman thinks it an
affront to ‘Helicdcy and’ refingmnenit” of
talte' to obfetve'that day fet apatt, both
by the taws of ‘Gop dnd man, for religi:
‘sus' wotfhip. The fublime truths of chrif:
tianity,’ thie pure and fimplé manhers of

- the “gofpel, are defpifed and infulted,

even where decericy and policy, redfon

atd virtue apdrt, ought to Hold them in

‘the moft profound veneration. How then
cdn Liberty exift, when néithér fupport-

éd by purity of tanners, thé principles

of honor, nor the influence of religion?
e From

|
1
?
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From this, pn;gappy Erofpp& I am Ieg
n ;magmatlon, 1 to fympathlze wit

gAmgrfca ,drpwned in tears, “and over- '

whelmed Wll’.h d;ﬁre{'s. Meqhxnks Ihca,r
her pathetlcaﬂy addreﬂmg her' Sons,
and ventmo the ai nguifh’ of Ler. heart ip
this meurn %ul lang\fxa €. Am l not thc
' qnly fr,;pad t@ Liberty’ on all this ‘peo-
gﬂed gl_obg:? And have T nnt when fhc
‘was excluded from evcry other region
of the earth’ opened  the arms of m
pmteﬁhon, and received the crfecuted
ftranger -to my. fnendly anfg vxrtuous
fhores? “But when’ th “Tyrant of Bri-
tain, nog fagls{ﬁed thb expcllmg her
from hxs dormmon, purfued her’ with
hoﬂnlc ragc even ;p thgfe very {hores s
Did I not rQui'c yQu, my Sons, in her
,defeupc, and make you thevhor;orable
.prote&ors of ‘injulted L:berty ?. En-
flamed with the love, of this. fnend of

E ﬂmankm,d you armcd in "her defencq,

you made a brave and fuccefsful ¢ oppe-
fition tq her pesfecutors, and have xef-
‘cued her from the vmdx&we malice nf
Kall her foreign encmigs. Tﬁus/far 3ve
vgu memted the fifle Of guard;ans of -
Lo~ D 2 Ltbcrty,

VAol e
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. ‘beerty, and deferve to Be entolled
'the heroes of the prefent age. But ah

my Sons and Citizens of the United

- States, whither fled that patriotic zeal

which firft, warnied your difinterefted
,b;'eaﬁs ? ththcr ‘that, public {fpirit,
which made- you willing to facnﬁcc not
.only your fortunes but alfo your lives
'in defence of lecrty ? Whither is fled
‘that happy union of fentiment in the
great fervice of your country.? And

“whither 1s ﬂl d that honorable love and

'praEtlce of’ v;rtue, and, that divine and

_generous religion, ‘which cherifhes the
{Emt of leerty and clevates it to an

- immortal height ? She paufed and wept,
nor gained an anfwer ; And then, in a
‘fuppliant, pofture again renewed 'her
‘addrefs: I entreat you to rekindle that

- public "and 'generous zeal  which firft
~ ‘blazed forth in ‘the defence of that Li-
‘berty which you have now . too long
Tighted.. Tbefetch you to banifh from

Jyour breafts that luft of gain, which is
“the _baneful murderer of a generous
“and & public fpirit. I intreat you to

ﬁlence the Daedxons of dxfcord and am- -

el T embomefty,

- i 4]
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moﬁty, and to banifh them from the
States of ‘Ametica, and'let them find
o ‘place’ tofet their feet, but in theé
éﬁcmblxes of the enemies of this coun-
¥ conjure you by the Ipirit’ of -
heavcn-bom Liberty, that. you invite
her to your bofom, and kindle your
love for her to a never dying flame:
By the blefling of poﬂenty I conjure’
you, by the precious ‘blood of tbe he-
roes, who' have nobly fhed it in the
“caufe of thbeir &0u.ptxy, I conjure, you,
to praltife and encourage thit private
‘and public virtue, which ennobles the
foul and  ere@s the temple of Liberty
‘onan .cverla{hng foungltxon, not to be
{haxen by the threatning Rorms of war
mor the impotent rage of t grrants ,
conjure you by the- toils an dangcrs,
by the fufferings and, poverty of . my
_brave armies now 'in, ‘the field, not. to
‘defert thetn in' their defence of free-
‘doim, ‘but to fupport them with that af-
fitance which will favc both YOu and
‘them Trom internal and public’ Tuin.
‘Serve your country accordmg to your
abxhncs, with* {he fams zeal and perle-

. ‘Oyerance,
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weyance; with which my perfevering

- foldiery, ferve you, and then will a hap-
Py, conglufion crown the war, apd yqur

" independance be eftablithed, immovea-.

ble, as the gverialling mounptaing.

' Bur whitheér have I been ‘tranfpoited,
from paying that particular attention to
you, my friends ‘and " fellow foldies,
which yoy are' juflly entitled to, efpe-
‘cially” on this ‘day. of public' gratitude

and praife? Treturn to you, who pof-
fefs thé gredteft fhate of public virtue';

would to ‘Gop, your_ p¥ivate virtiés

were as great and‘gs c¢onfpicuous? T

have taken notice of yout’ honorable
condud, as far as my time and a" dif-
courfe of this' nature’ would admiit,
‘without defcénding , too minutely into

‘particulars. The defign of this was, nat
" orily to remind you, that to ovéréome
difficulties and dangers, is an evidence
of fortitude and perfeverance and is

,Vlaory ; .and’'that we .ﬁla’y‘:bc - Cﬁéoii-v

- ‘faged to encopnter any future dangers

and toils: For dangers and toils being

now familiar to you, they.cannor fryi-
T PO e S s ‘,'_"1;'fy.vn
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fyyou, knowing that’ you ‘havé been
fupenm' ta them, yoh miay'ivell expe®;
that with like ﬂtedgth and affiftance yéﬁ
ﬂxall agdin be conquerors |

Byt I fay, there is a further deﬁgn mL
reeollcéhng whas ‘yon have been the
. méans of performing, even praife .ta
that Gom, who . has “girded . you with
firength unto the battle. And how much
foever men ‘are to be applauded for
their-heroic altiens;. yet both reafon and
rcvclatum aflure ys, that the fupreme
Being is the firft caufe-of all fuccefs,
‘and-that as the moral-governor of the
world, he demands eur acknowledge‘
~ments of his mercies and favors; and
that . without this acknowledgement,
neither we nor apy other. people, can
éxpedt to profper. This brings me tg
thie.fecond thing  propofed, which was
to fhew that Gop is, to be praxfcd fos
fuccefs nwar, - y

i’uﬁhc mieréies - demand pubhc aci
knowledgeients, and ‘therefore our
worthy General has feized this ‘fitft op:
portumty fur calling us tbgether, to el

' ~ turn
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tarn-onr moft, grateful, thanks to. A]- *z *
pngl;ty Gop, for the very ﬁ%nal fup.
port 'and fuccefs he has been pleafed to, |
- grait us, during the cxpedxpon wehave. =
jut finithed. This indicates a noble = .
perfuafion of the fuperintending po- !
vidence of that ‘Being, who' has re-
markably girded! us not ohly . with
firerigth unto the battle, But alio” with
patience and fortitude, ‘to “endure . the
toits of the wilderriefs. Methinks not

to have raifed the voice of praxfe, on

. this happy occafion of our- returs, to

- déclare the gratitude - of our -hearts,
would. have indicated a very: greatin-
fenﬁbdrty of the merties beftowed up«
on us, and afforded a melancholy proof
of ‘wint of love and reverence to that
Gob,-who has fo often interpofed be- "
tween as and danger, ficknefs and
death. So rational is the duty of pra:fe,

fo - certainly due to the Author of alb
good, and at the fame time fo pleafing,

that if we were not juftified by the ex-
amples of all nations, in humbly offer-

ing up our praife and thankfgivings af-

ter fuccefsful events ; yet would it be

: " laudable

,&
(Y
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- buiddble-in ‘a5 to fet the example;~and

declure to the world; thae we'confide in
the. Lord of Hofts and the Gop - of bat-
tle ; for this' is perfedly ¢onfiftent with
the moft ‘vigorous ‘exertiohs of our
ownt firentgth arid abilities, whilé:we: afk
fupgrior aid' and affiftarice; And indeed
1 do not know any employment, which
is‘at:the fame tirhe o pleafing and fo

profitable, as the' employmert of giving
. thanks and praifing Gon for his good-

nefs, in granting -relief to .a_fuffering
and opprefled people. While the gene--
rous’ fffend to the 'happinefs of man-
kind and his country, with a chearful,
2 firm and ‘a_humble. heart, celebrates
the praifes of the, eternally good. and
merciful Gop, he not only does that
which is pIéa_ﬁngl in the fight of his kind -
Benefaftor, and chrfbrmg that duty and
pays that homage, which the Creator of
the Univeife hasa juft right to demand ;

' but he draws’ down bleflings for. time
- .tocomé.. Therefore, the improvement.

of all fuccefs and every mercy, ought
to be prajfe to the Author and Giver of |

E - Ths
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- ‘Fa1s;was the 1mpmvemept whxch the
great a,uﬂxor,, of, the wourds of.. .my. text,
madeyof all his illuftrious viftories, the:
glory . ot Ggp, and" the -advantage. of
the, people. Therefore - fays he: “1
“ wxll give: Lhanlgs unto’ thce, 03 Loxm,‘
* and I will fing praifes unto thy name.”
Give thanks therefore to that goed Gob,
who girded . ‘you with unufual firength,
and.preferved. your health is a manner
almoﬁ mxraculous.,, T LA

CAN you be thankful enough for the:

all the v;oIcncc which that expequni'

offered to_your ceriftitutions? Can you,. S

" 1fay. be thankful cmough when you
confider how miferable and’ deplorable-
your fituatioft muﬂi "have been, -had
ficknefs “fallen upon you in the wilder-
nefs, and at fuch a great diltance from
~ any place of relief, and w:thout the
fmalleft comforts of life. " Surely, un-
der thefe cxrcumﬂances, death  muft
have beén’ your unalterable portion. I
., again fay, praife the Lord for .that uni-
v’erfaf health, which prevailed in this
' i , - army ;
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wrmy 5 for ficknefs ‘Hid health are hns ,

'{c(vc‘mis( ‘ahd théy> Eome ' -or" wzthdraw
<adcording tb his pleafure. -*Hé cdn’ fup-

refs the feeds of difeafes;-and:‘when
ficknefs might be apprcllched accor-
dirg to the liws of nataré, "hé “béltows
health. - Praife' the Lard} for withhold-
“ng thofe frorms-6f-fain, “in, *{he ‘feafon
“when t’bcy"rh t hav “Béen molY rca.
fonzi’b"f*y expetted; ‘and when the:lower

arts “of ‘the "country’; experxenccd an
unufui.’l a“bund:mce.‘

.
J
Ve LR g

Wno can pa?nt the dlﬂrchcs of our

| .armym the midft of 'decp - morafles,
- filled and-overflowed with tempeftuous
. sraitts 5+ moraffes, which- were {carcel

paﬂable ‘ thoug h the rains had been -

wx‘thhcld for fo unufual-a length of
~ time, "Not’ 2’ man’ but had reafon to
dread the confcqutnces of heavyrams,
‘and'net a man-who had not reafon to
expeét them in their ufual feafon. How
‘unpaﬂ"dble had been' the rxvers, and thug
retardedor totally ftopped,’ the lofs J
time- and thé congzmptron of our ‘pro-

vifions in the énemites cquntry, would
e  E=2 - doubtlefs

.
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_doubtlefy have given them heprt ¢o. at-
tack us on_gur yetfeat; and to hangon
~ our; rear, and. that’ ;,pe.r-hafpsi/ mth aztm
mu(;h fuccc{s, o |

THﬁ°E thmgs, imwcvcr fmali thcy
may appear to.men at. )hnp}c, and. at
éale jn the Jap of lu:pgry, yet they have
" “been confidéred by, many of .this ariy,
and ;mentioned 35 Tigns pf ‘2 partigular
‘gnardian Providence i in.our, behalf. Let
‘thefe conﬁd**ratmns excite our  grath
tude and engage our love and affection
to, that beft Qf ‘Beings. . We qught
‘morepver .to".be thankful, tl;at {o few a
‘ ;have fallen in- battle, apd, {o few dmd
«of fickpefs or by accidents. . The. fallen
in baule; few. mdeed in zmmber, bug
brave in.aftion.. Let us not pafs-over
in filence the brave M‘CALLA and the
_ gallant BOYD, wijth' the valiant ‘SOL-
‘DIERS; who have thus fallen.. Let their
names be. held ‘in -pregious ‘remem,
‘branee by ns, and.every friend to free.
4jom, for they fell jn defence of the -
Liberties of our Country, andclaim an
‘honorable and la{h% mcmorial Lei
. ET

-
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“iEpr me now, ¥y degr - fellow foldi-
ers, befeech you, shen you filently in
lyour minds qun.-gver all' the toild and
wdangees ‘of the - campaigh, ‘which ybn
Jxavc experieyced, ‘andno - daubt. the
Argmore and greatér thas 1'may be. i

“ware of j jet:me befeech you to acknow.
and fay, 4.it wis the Loz wh
mnded ‘mie’ withi' firength- unto - the
< fgartle,” and hasweltored mfé in health
to :an inhabited part ofmy cpuntry’;
“Therefore” 4pay-you-add, # 'will give
% ghanks to thsey Q- Lo;:o, iz:d T will
« fing praifes ‘uhto thy ‘name.” -“And if
~you thould be called yet this: year, t6 -
-enter upon new tojls and daogbrsinthe
~defence. of ‘your Country, let this be
your ¢onfplation and folid fupport, that
the fame good-Gop, who -has fo eyi-
- Wently and wonderfully preferved you
hitherto, is flill ready to-afford you the
{amse neceﬁ'ary allitance, and to'** gird
£ you with. chngth, as in-timés -pafk,
The Commander in Chief calls for yoat
affiftance in an cxpedmon 6{ thd &ughéﬁ
. conﬁ:quencp, B
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' Tys pleafure that.we fhall-meet with,
twh¢n we once aare {ee the illuftrioys
CHIEF of tlic Armies. of the -United
:States;: and obtain bis, approbation; for
he kpows$, your ‘warth,, wil: make .yoi
forget-all ybur pall - dangers: and.: toils,
~.and-make you papt faran opportunity
do diftinguidh yourfelveyri:his prefence.
- :Anpd as it is.more: than probable, that
:you will haveshe honot of ferying  in
w0 expeditiods in.ané _gampaign ; let
memtmat you, to mmn-tam the charac-
. ter; of patient, ; gbedient;: perlévering,
‘and brave. foldiers. Think of the.dig- -
. nity, if-1g:fhall, plqanGOD 1o fucceed
she. united arms, of- firiking-.one zcapi-
tal blow, which fhall aftenifh the-world,
acd finifh the, American ar.  If I could
think it neceffary 1 would remind you,
that as your repuitation is higher  than |
- that of many others,. you ought not to
content yourfclvcs with the fame degree
of. merit; and rengwn, ‘but: firive-to -
maintajn - apd pefpepuaté .your:preferit
- fuperiority and. ‘glory:~ May that, Al-
mighty Being, who has hitherto-fo care-
fnlly prefervcd you, ftill continue his
i vroodnefs
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oodnefs unto: ‘you, and kees youi de':
the hotlow: of. his hand ! And may fu&:h

.a fenfe of gratitude for paft mercies, be
impreffed upon ‘our hearts, that'we may

be conftrained to forfake every fin, and’
fear nothing:fo much as" to offend him,.
and regard nothing fo much as his di-

‘vine approbatxon' ey

Bxx-'oul clo!'e thrs Drfcourf'c, fuﬁ'er ;v.

me to remind you of other happy can.:
fequences. of your fuccefs.. You have
opened .a paffage.into the ‘wildernefs,
where the Gofpel has never yet been re-
ceived. ‘That extenfive region, which
was never before traverfed,: except by:

“wild beafts, and men as wild as- thcy,

{hall yet have.the. Gafpel preached *in’
- Churches fhall rife there, and flour-:

1Ih ‘when perhaps the. truths of the Gofs:
pel thall be neglefted: on. thefe eaftern
fhores. . For-it cannot be fuppoied, that. -

fo larfre a part of: this continent fhall.

forever continue :the haunt of favages,
' -and -the dteary abodes of fuperftition-

and idolatry." . Asthe Golpel, or Sun

of Righteoufnefs- ‘has only- glanced .om

the

., o < r.
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the fhores of- this weflern world, ahd it

ip prediGed of it,. that . it fhall- be @pi- -

-verfally : propagated, it will, probably:

-+ like the Sun, meltp the wefterm ex- -
. tremities of this continent. _And when
©men from other -nations, jrompted ‘by.

Liberty and a love of the pire gofpel, ,

of truth, fhall crofs the ocean to. thiss
~ extenfive empire, they will . here find. 2
Mafe alylum from perfecution and tytan.
ny. How honorable :then muft your!

. employment appear,” when confidered’
in‘all thefe points of view.."How happy'
to have been the inftruments: i “the
hand of Gob, for fcomphﬂnng fo'great”.
arevolution, an extmdm the kmg.

° dom of his Son fo far. Lzbert.y and Res

- ligitn {ball have their wide dominion
fmm the Atlantic through the great con.
tinent t6 the weflern ¢cean.  May
all, not only be the honorable mnfiru-
. ments of promoting the kingdom of our
Lora Jefus Chriff, butmay you more
efpecially be the partakers of alb the. be-
- nefits and happinefs, ‘with which Chnf}
will crown his fan:hfu} and duuful Sub-

.JC&S' 9 JIJ L
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