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A DISCOURSE, &.

Boucinnwnuccnneds HEN we turn our thoughts
i ?‘“‘“‘“‘@mm { inward, and confider the con-

- F9.4N ftitution of our bodies, toge-
1§57 XN ther with all the powers and
ey W X&$ faculties of our fouls: When
§ l""()\. A7 1§ we extend our views to the
Wi’ ¥} various parts of creation, and
Brossamsefossscdle | contemplate the beauty and
G comveeseono pmecwones ¥ Liarmony, as well as the evi-
dent figns, whicl eyery where appear, of an Al-
wife and righteous government ; we fay, ¥or we
cannot but fay, there is one moft wife and omni-
potent being, who governs the whole univerfe, and
{uperintends the actions of all his creatures, To
deny this, would be to deny and contradict our rea-
fon, and diveft ourfelves of the honeur and digni-
ty of intelligent creatures. The government of
inankind, and the prefervation of the numerous
and various parts of the world, have in all ages ap-
peared fo arduous, and fo much above the power,
wifdom, and fore-fight of finite beings ; that even
the unenlighténed heathens have reprefented to
themfelves, one neceflary and omnipotent being,
feated upon the throne of the univerfe, giving laws
to all his creatures, with infinitely more eafe and
fuccefs, than ever the moit wife and exalted earthly
monarch could to the moit obedient and {obmiffive
nation. If this fentiment is not enforced by rea-
fon and experience beyond contradiction; let us
hear the majeftic declaration of the facred ferip-
tures, whichfay. ¢ And I blefled the moft hifh’
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and ! praifed and honoured Lim that liveth for
. ever, whofe dominion is an everlafting dominiml,
and his kingdom is froin generaiion to generation,
Aud all the inhabitants of the earth, are reputed as
nothing : and he doth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth : and none can ftay his hand, or fay untq
him, what doeft thou? For the kingdom is the
Lord’s, and he is the Governor among the pations.’
The voice of nature and revelation, both aflure us,
that all things were created for the manifeftation
of God’s glory. ¢ The heavens declare the glory
of God, and the firmament fheweth his handy
work. Day unto day uttereth {peech, and nighe
nnto night theweth knowledge.” But if the whele
creation were left to itfelf, and all things fhould
run into that confufion ard diforder, which muft
end in their tatal diflolution ; we are unable to fee
the glary of God promoted. Therefoie the moit
naturzﬁ conclufion is, that as God has crcated all
things, he alfo governs all things : as he is our cre-
ator, {o he is our preferver, aud governor. * For
in him we live, and move, and have our being.
By him all things confit, and he upholdeth them
by the word of his power.” It is infinitely eafy
tor Gud to govern the world, which he has made,
and to difpofe of all things, agreeable 1o the utmoft
wifdom, jultice and goodnefs. Ana however ob-
jecticns may arife, in the minds of fonie men, from
a partial and fhort fighted view of the government
of God; fo that they may be ready either to fay
with the fool : "¢ There is no God, or to doubt the
certainty of his providence and fay. ¢ Dnth God
know, and is there knowledge in the mott high
Yet reafon and revelarion teach us, that “ The
Lord reigneth, who is wife in heart, and mightv in
ﬁren%th; and that when clouds and darkuefs are
round about him : righteonfuefs aud judgment are
the babitation of his throne.,” Tuis dodirine of
God's
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God’s providence is carried to the greateft perfec-
tion, and is moft comfortably eftablifhed by our Sa-
viour Jefus Chrift. ¢ Are not (fays he) two fpar-
rows f{old for a farthing ! And one of them fhall
not fall on the ground without your father. But
the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
Nothing but a prevailing conviction of the truth of
this great doctrine, of God’s preferving care and
governing power, could ever rationally juftify and
enforce the great and pleafing duties of prayer,
praife and thankfgiving. For if God were abfent,
or difregarded us, in vain fhould we raife our
hearts and our hands, in humble fupplications for
the remnoval of approaching danger ; and we thould
in vain joyfully exalt our voices, ir. united praifes,
for fome remarkable deliverance and unmerited
mercy. But why fhould I any farther purfue this
{ubject ! The prefence of this aflembly feems to
confirm this truth mnore undeniably, than my voice
is able.

This day, agreeable to the refolution of the ho-
nourable Continental Congrefs, our moft worthy
General has called us together, to return moft
humble and hearty thanks, to almighty God, for
the many inftances of his ummerited goodnefs, un-
to us in general, asa nation, and in particular, for
the very fignal and compleat victory obtained, over
a potent army of Britons. And I imagine, in the
order for the convention of this aflen:bly, I hear the
words of my text repeated, and pointed out to me.
Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, but unto thy
name give glory for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s
fake. And thould Iforget thefe words, and the in-
tention ¢f our meeting, and fpend your time in
_ hearing military panegyrics on your wifdom and
valour, though you are tiuly entitled to more praife
than wy feeble tongue can exprefs : were I 1o in-
vade the rights of heaven, and arrogate to ourfelves
all the praife of our-late fignal victory; 1 forefee

that
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that 1 fhall draw upon myfelf the juft cenfure of
every wife and virtuous man; difappoint your
hopes and expectations, and, as far as my influence
will go, turn this day’s meeting into a curfe. For
the glory of all conquefts and acquifitions, fhould
be afcribed te God, as due to him alone : therefore
we read, that when the people gave a fhout, fay-
ing, of Herod, ¢ It is the voice of agod, and not of
aman; immediately the angel of the Lord f{mote
him, becaufe he gave not God the glory: and he
was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghoft.”

The words of David, in the hundred and fifteenth
Pfalm, are therefore the words of my text, and a
proper guide to lead usto give all praife and glory
to God. They were pronounced immediately after
a recollection of God’s miraculous power and good-
nefs, thewn unto the Ifraelites ; aud was intended
to fhew the dependence men have upon God, and
that he is the principal director of all happy and
fuccefsful events. Time would fail me to enunie-
rate all the reafons which we perfonally have to
praife and glorify God. In order that our praifes
might keep pace with our mercies, every moment
of our lives thould be devoted to his fervice, and
all our actions directed to his glory.

The words, which are the ground of what fhall
be faid at this time, were drawn from the grateful
heart of the king of the Jews, by public mercies,
and were of national concern. I fhall therefere
endeavour to follow the fpirit and intention of them,
in a view fomewhat fimilar, and {peak of thofe mer-
cics which have been conferred upen us, and iu
which this grcat continent is interefted. Let us
afcribe unto God all power, wiflom, and goodnefs,
and fay, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glo-
ry given, who haft been pleafed with unerring wif;
dow to dire®t, with unconquerable power to fup-
port, and with never failitg goodnefs to blefs the
Ugited States of America, in all their wife coun-

fels,
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{els, and fuccefsful enterprizes, fince the commence-
ment of the prefent war. -

I need not inform you, Gentlemen and Fellow
Soldiers, that many years paft the language of Bri-
tain correfponded with the language of Pharoah and
his cruel tatk-mafters, who faid, ¢ ceme let us deal
wifely with them, left they multiply.” But when
by the blefling of Heaven, we were enabled to elude
all the fnares which were fo thick planted, both in
Britain and America, to dcprive us of our freedom;
and a corrupt and tyrannical court found that arms
alone could promife them any fuccefs in their un-
juf and inhuman defigns of fubjugating a free peo-
ple : then we faw the arins of the king of England
turned agaiuft us, and threatening the ruin and
deftruction of every thing, worthy the notice of a
brave and wife man. Thus we beheld the invin-
cible navy, which claimed the fole dominion of the
ocean, invading our country, and diftrefling our
citics. Thus camc forth the veterans of Britain,
who had been fo accuftomed to couquer, that vic-
tory feemed bounl to their arms : and then we faw
the boers and mercenary, half-ftarved Germans,
lured, like hungry harpies, and ravenous wolves, by
the hope of preying upon the lives and eftates, of
the innocent Americans. But were all thefe war-
like preparations neceflary for the conqueft of Ame-
rica, when unprepared for hoftilities ? Surely it
' might have been reafonably fuppofed, that all this
pomp and majefty of war, wasdeftined againft fome
powerful nation or army, accuftomed to mark their
way with deftruction, blood and carnage. How
then muft our thankful amazement be excited,
when we reflec upon our happy fitvation as free-
mcn, and find ourfelves able to fay, we are not
flaves: tho’ oppreflion made fuch near and dreadful
approaches to us, when in our moft defencelefs
ftate.

Who, that is a friend to virtue and liberty, will

a moment
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a monient hefitate to give glory to Gpd, for his pro-
vidential care and goodnefs, in preferving us out
of the hands ef the enemy, who feemed ready to -
fwallow us up, when we were without arms or am-
munition, without fhips of war, and without the
kill or love of war. For thefe and innumerable
inftances of public mercy, we defire moft heartily
to praife God, and fay, ¢ Not unto us, oh Lord,
not unto the wifdom of our counfellors, that their
counfels and wifdom have furpaffed our moft fan.
guine expectations. Not unto our commanders
and armies tho’ they have fo often behaved them-
felves valiantly, and conducted wifely ; yert, give
§lory, not unto them, but unto the name of God ;
or he it was who taught our fenators wifdom, and
girded our foldiers with courage and ftrength. Itis
the Lord our God who has fought for us, in every
fuccefsful battle, and has hitherto fupported our
righteous caunfe, againft thofe who hate us without
any juft reafoir. Truely we may fay, oh fing unto
the Lord a new fong, for he hath done marvellous
things : hisright hand, and his holy arm hath got-
ten him the victory. The Lord hath made known
his falvation: his rightenufiefs hath he openly
fhewed in the fight of our enemivs. He hath re-
membered his mercy towards us; =1l the ends of
the earth fhall fee the falvation of our God. What
fhall we render unto the Lord for difpofing a fo-
reign natien, to fbew favour unto us, and fupply
us with fuch a plentiful apparatus of war! How
much have we acquired by fea, where our expec-
tations were the leaft ! But more particunlarly, let
the voice of this day continue to afcend, in moft
hearty thanks, to Almighty God, for his great
goodnefs in qualifying, and raifing up fo wmany
worthy and wife men, to form the grand council of
the United States of America, ahd be the guardians
of our rights and privileges. Oh give thanks unto
the Lord our God, fcra brave general, the eom-
mander
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~mander iu chief of all our armies. A general pof-
fefled of fuch unparalleled fortitude and. patience,
and not more patient, than meek, virtuous and hu-
mane. And if I am permitted to fay any thing of
a character, which fo much outfhines the brighteft
encomiums the writer can offer : 1 w{ll venture to
fay, that if you fearch for faults, in the conduét of
that true patriot, and moft excellent hero, you will
find none, unlefs you call it a fault to excercife
compaflion and lenity towards thofe negligent and
guilty offenders, who by their floth and inatten-
tion to the beft orders, counteract the wifeft plars,
and fruftrate the beit {chemes of military difcipline
and policy. But this humane excefs of goodnefs is
found in the moft noble and exalted fouls. Not to
enumerate the various and evident figns of an in-
terpofing providence, which enabled us to extri-
cate ourfelves out of imminent danger, or to check
the enemy’s rage, evei when our armies have been
alinoft difbanded.

Methinks I fee the illuftrious Wafhingron, with
bot two or three thoufand men, retreating indeed
before 10 or 12000 of the enemy ; but yet checking
thir progrefs thro’ the country, and when reinforced
by the brave militia, turning upon the enemy, killing
fome, captivating many, and obliging fo large an
army to retire, and coufine themfelves, during the
whole winter, within narrow bounds. Oh America,
give glory to God, for fuch a faithful hero! Then
vou faw him greareft when mofl withoit your aid.
Collected in himfelf, he greatly refolved, with his
few f:ithful followers, to be the barrier of liberty,
or fall inits defence. Oh fons of America, let it
not again be faid, that you feemed ro defert liber-
ty and Wathington : But God fupported and pre-
ferved Itim and us all ; fo that inftead of being con-
quered, we gained {trength und kirowledge, in the
art and means of defence, during the two laft cam.
paigus: And having now ncarly cendduded the third

campaign,
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campaign, although victory has not fully atter
ded usin every enterprize, the profpect is glorious,
and far exceeds our former expectations or hopes,
and calls us to praife God, and fay, bicfled be the
Lord, who hath not given ug t~» be a prey to our
enemies.

Had any one, three or four years paft, ventured
to predi&t, that we fhould have been able to have
lived thro’ fuch a tempeft of war, and at length ar-
rive within fight of the haven of conqueft and
peace ; we fhould have called him an enthufiaftic
prophet of madnefs and folly, and faid he was vn-
acquainted with the f{welling billows of Britith
wrath ; but having ftemmed the torrent of oppref-
fion and tyranny, tho' many times with no other
hope of fuccefs, than that which arofe from a view
of the mercy and juftice of God, and an humble
expectation, that he would pity and vindicate a
people, who were marked by their enemies for the
flanghter of oppreflion and tyranny,becaufe of their
noble defence of the righteous caufe of God and
mnankind. The Lord exercifeth righteoufnefs and
judgment, for all that are opprefled. We now
look back with pleafing amazement, and fay, this
is the work of the Lord, and marvellous in our
eyes. Not unto us, oh Lord, not unto our wifdom
and fortitude, not unto our perfeverance, patience,
and courage, tho’ they have been much greater
than we could have flattered ourfelves they would
be ; yet not unto us, but unto God give the glory.
I have been unwilling to fhew a narrownefs of foul,
by confining the praifes of this day, to the fubject
of our glorious conqueft and finithed campaign, in
the northern department : When our fouls are fil-
led with an overflewing fenfe of the goodnefs .nrd
mercy of God; we know not where to begin or
where to end our afcriptions of praife and thank{-
giving. Many have been the ftreams of mercy,
which have refrefhed our drooping fpirits, fince the
\ beginning
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beginning of the prefent war, and often has our
good Gog put fongs of praife in our mouths ; but
this day, in the view of our late fignal victory,
more than all the ftreams, of paft mercy and good-
nefs, feem to be united, in conttituting oue copious
river of goodnefs and love, and overflowing, and
exceeding our higheft praife and gratitude. Like
the Ifraelites of old, we beheld the enemy fubdu-
ed, and in filent and inexpreflible admiration,
adored the Lord who wrought fuch a wonderful de-
liverance, and with them we now fay : Thy right
hand, oh Lord ! is become glorious in power; thy
right hand, ok Lord! hath dathed in pieces the
enemy.

But let us now turn ourattention towhat may be
confidered the more mmediate fubject of this day’s
praife, namely our conqueft over the northern
Britifh army. Behold the enemy leave Canada, ten
thoufand in number. Our ftreng fortrefles are
evacuated. The enemy take pofleflion of them,
and afterwards purfue our littie divided army, tho’
not without a fpirited oppofition. Our army being
fo much inferior to the enemy, were not able to
protect the country, and {top the progrefs of the
Britith army, now fluthed with fuccefs, and tempt-
ed to believe, that where ever they turned their
arms, {ubmiflion muft meet them, or oppofition be
turned into flight. Nothing then feemed to hinder
them from fuddenly taking pofleflion of the ftate
of New York, from one end to the other. In this
extremity of our public effairs, it was the feafon of
Jehovah’s mercifu. 2 spearance ; and the God whom
we this day adove, curiied their counfeis into fool-
ifhnefs, and fet bounds to their rage. When the
language of the enemy was, 1 will purfue, I will
overtake, I will divide the {poil : my Inft fhall be
fatisged upon them, 1 will draw my fword, my
hand fhall deftroy them : God fecre:ly faid unto

| them
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them, as he did to the waves of the fea, hitherio
thalt thou go, and no tarther.

That the hand of God, was in thxs, has been
acknowledged by the moft profane, in common
with the wxic and virtuous. For what but the pre
vidence of God could difpofe a commander, of len{“e
and experience, to divide his ar my, and leave the
grand obje& which ke firft had in view, when there
appeared nothing to prevent him, from forming a
junction with anoiher army of Britain. Who in-
fpired the inhabitants and militia of Bennington,
with refolution to oppofe the enemy, with fuch in-
credible bravery, and to kill und captivate fo great
a number of them ! Who infpired the garrifon and
militia to the weltward, to make fo bold and refo-
lute a defence, to. defeat the enemy there, ftop
their incurfions, and fave that part of the country
from favage barbarity ! Courage and refolution are
as much the gfts of . God, as any qualifications
whatever ; for without hlm the grcate{‘f natural
courage may be turned in fzar, At that time, when
our army were few in number, why did not the
enewy improve the cpportunity they had, of
marching thro’ the country, before we had time to
collect, an-d oppofe their progrefs, as we have fince
done?! Under the chiecks and influence of divine
Providence, the cpportunity, which was fo pre-
cious, being paft, they fuffered our army to collect,
under the command of the brave and honourable
general Gates. And when we had fo increafed in
numbers, as to be able to advance, and meet the
enemy in the field of batiie, did not the Lord teach
our hands to war, and cur fingers to fight, fo that
many of the enemy fell dowa flain and wounded.
Nor was the bravery of officers or men lefs in the
fccond eonfiiét, when the dead of the euemy were
firewed over the ficld, and the living chafed to th'r
firony holds. There you {aw the mtrepld Aine' i,

jike lhc thunder bole of war, huriing n.,.mu.uu,,
iar
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{ear and death, among yorr terrified flying fhes :
and then fearle’s, and impatient of delay, you fol-
lowed your hero, and forced the ftrong lines‘of the
enemy. Oh noble ardeur for vi(.‘“tot.'y ! brave con-
iempt of death, where Americaua liberty was the
prize contended for! In vain did rhe enemy at-
temapt to efcape, tho’ they might ha\fc faid, as the
Veyptians did, let us flee from the face of Ifrael ;
fouv the Lord fighteth for them, agrinft us. However
not to enter into more particulars, fave that by the
wifdom and perfeverance of the commander, and
tie vigilance and bravery of the officers and men,
rhie enemy were neither able to flee from cur ar-
i1y, nor yet dared to rifk a battle, nor alle te fub-
fiii themfelves; thus the final grand refulc of all,
was, that they were by the good providence of
Cod, delivered into the hands of our ar.
iry, and that without vhe lofs of more precious
American blood. And fo imanifeft has been the
hand of God, in all thefe tranfactions, that I have
met with none, whofz fentiments do not very ful
ly correfpend with the language of the texr.  Not
unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, butunto thy name give
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy trutli’s fake. Be-
hold, T am this day happy enough to remind you,
of what hiftory has fcarcely a parallel. A potent ar-
my and five generals, either cut off, or torally fub-
dued in one campaign. How great the -~ddition
which is made to our ordnance, our arms and mi-
litary ftores ; all thefe are acquifitions net unwor-
thy our moft grateful acknowledgment.

Thus far 1 have endeavoured to follow the fpi-
rit of the text, and, as much as poflible, imitate
the pfalmift, in the ennmeration of many inflinces
of God’s goodnefs, and in humbly acknow]edging
that his hand has been in all.  As far as I have fuc.
ceeded inthis way, fo far, I truft, I have not done
amifs, David, who was as great a warrior, und as
valiait g pritee, 204 78 eminent a faint, 2s ever

lived
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lived or filled a throne, afcribed all his fuccefs tc
the over-ruling providence of God. Never had a
man more reafon to boaft of his wifdom and
fuccefs in war. In all his wars, fuccefs waited
upon his courage, and victory paid homage to his
fword ; yet he fays, “I will not truft in my bow,
neither fhall my fword fave me. Thou art my king,
oh God ! through thee will we puth down our ene-
mies ; thro’ thy name will we tread them under
that rife up againft us. Iris God that girdeth me
with ftrength, and makurh my way perfet. Somie
trast in chariots, and fome in horfes s but we will
remzmber the nasr.e of che Lad our God.” |

For lefs fuccefs tien we have obtained. the an-
tient Romans nd Grecians {sid, Yet us halten to
thie temples of the gods, and thank them for all their
goodnefs and favour. And happy am i this day,
when I confider, that th> continenta( cengrefs huse
{o publicly thewn their wife, and humbi: acknow-
ledgment of the fuperintendence of ths king of
kings. and lord of lords; and have invited every
fiiend of virtre and liberty, throughout this vaft
continent, to adore the one living and true God,
and praife him for every merciful interpofition of
his providence ; tv be fubmiffive to every itroke of
his righteous hand, confeffing that his judgments
are lghter than our fins have deferved, and that in
the midft cf deferved wrath, he has bec - pwaded
to remember mercy.

Happy am I aifo to find, that we ave pleafed to
be feen uniting with our brethren, m praifing God
for that fuccefs which you have been fo inftrunientzl
in gaining. Oh happy victory whick gives new
Jife to the friest: of liberty every where. This
will raife the dign:.y and importance of our em-
bafizdors iy Europe, sand make ns more and more
refbcctavle inthe eges of the worki: and fhail |
sior hope, what this1s a happy prelude to victory
ever all our ¢nemies in America, Among the many

hlellings
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bleffings which God has beftowed upon us, I muft
not forget to take notice of the happy union, whick
fubfifted in the army, between the troops pf the.
different ftates. All difcerd and animofity depart-
ed, and made room for courage, friendfhip, and the
united love of Qur country. Oh happy union,
where all ftrove to excel in bravery, and the fervice
of our common caufe and intereft. United we ftand,
divided we fall, is a trath, which reafon and the
facred fcriptures both fupport. A kingdom divided
againft itfelf cannot ftand. We aic brethren, we
have the fame God to worfhip, and the fame caufe
to defend. The happinefs of the one ftate, is the
happinefs of the other; and as we have feen the
good effects of that pcrfect harmony which has pre-
vailed among us ; let us cultivateit more and more,
and may thar man, who attempts to fow the feeds
of difcord and contention among us, be accounted
our greateft enemy, and be bauifthed from our fo-
ciety. | -

FZr a moment reflect on the diyifions of the Ger-
man and Britifh troops. Nothing, under God, fo
much contributed to their defeat, as their internal
animofities and difcord : but the haird of Ged was
in this, and fet them againit one another, as he did
the fwords of the Midianites againit their fellows,
throughout their whole camp. Therefore let bro-
therly love and friendfhip cement us together ; let
a wife and patriotic zeal fire us with true courage ;
May a noblenefs of foul, and a love of true honour,
run thro’ all our adtions, and may a generous emnu-
lation infpire us to excel in all the duties of the
brave foldier, aud the accomplithed gentleman.

Hear how f{weetly the Pfaimift defcribes the
Leauty and happinefs of' union. Behold, how good
and how pleafantic is, for brethren to dwell toge-
ther in unity, As the dew of Hermon, aud as the
dew that defcended upon the mountains of Zion.
And let me add, how good and how pleafant was

it,
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ft, for the troopx of the New-York and the New-Eng.
Jand ftates to dwell together in unity. And let me
go farther, and fay, how neceflary, ufeful, and plea.
ant is it, for the brethren of the united ftates, to
dwell together in unity. Surely for all thefe mer-
cies, none will be backward to praile God.
- I now enter upon alefs joyful fubject than the
triumphs of viGtory; but it is to fome the {ure at.
tendaut of conqueft. Sufter me, my dear fellow
foldiers, to check, for a moment, the current of
joy and gladnefs, and blame me not for doing ho-
nor to the memory of the brave lieroes, who fell
in battle, honourably defending their country.
They well deferve the tribute of a tear, and are
juitly entitled to the honour of being recorded in
our breafts, ameng the faviewrs of vur country:
For us and pofterity they bravely fought, and bled,
and died, and fell in the field of glory, and the
arms of victory. With us they were acquainted,
and to us they wr-re dear. Neither officers nor fol-
diers fhall be ungratefully forgoiten by us; for
they have done honour to their country, and made
a generous fucrifice of their lives, to the rights and
liberties of maunkind. Such bravery is worthy of
imitation, and givesa dignity to human nature,
Follow therefore, ye men of war, their noble ex-
ample, and to all your innate bravery, join love to
all the friends of liberty, and true love to God,
who covered your heads in the day of battle, and
fhielded you from death, when you faw his arrows
fly fo thick around yoa, and fo many were flain.
I befeech you, let not your near efcape from death,
harden you againft God, and difpofe you ro forget
and negle@ bim. He is continually doing you good ;
why will you offend him, and difregard the innu.-
merable oblizations. you ave under, to be obedient
to his laws, and fubmiffive to his will.  Behold,
how tenderly the Plalmilt reprefents the care and
k:cdoefi of the Lord, unto all thofe who put their
truft
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truft in him. He fhall cover thee with his fea-

thers, and under his wings fhalc thou truft. ‘Thou
fhalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor
for the arrow that flyeth by day. In rhe gi‘rcngth
of Gad, therefore, go on ye heroes, who, in two
battles with the enemy, bravely fought, and have
larvived thofe confli¢ts, and are happily before me
this day, employed in the moft reafonabie and dig-
nified fervice, of praifing and adoring the Lord of
hofts, the God of battle, who with infinite eafe dif-
pofes all the events of war, and guides the feem-
ingly cafual revolutions of kingdoms and ftates, to
his own appointed purpoles, Walk in the road of
glory, and the pleafant path of true virtue, and
gather frefth laurels in every enterprize. Regret
not your removal fromthe late fuccefsful command
of the honourable general Gates, for here is his
excellency general Wathington. Look on him, and
catch the genuine patriot fire of liberty and inde-
pendence. Look on him, and learn to forget your
own eafe and comfoit; like him refigh the charms
of domeftic life, when the genius of America bids
you grow great in her fervice, and liberty calls
you Lo protec¢t her. Look on your worthy general,
and ¢laim the happinefs and honour of faying, he
is ours. Like him love virtue, and like him, reve-
rence the name of the great Jehovah. Be mindful
of that pubiic declaration which he has made.
“ That we cannot reafonably expect the blefling of
God upon our arms, if we continue to prophane
his holy name. Learn of hun to endure watchinss,
cold and bardfhips, for you have juft heard that he
aflures you, he is ready and willing, to endure
whatever incciveniencies and hardthips may at-
tend this winter.

Are any of yon ftartled at the profpet of hard
winter quarters ! Think of liberty and Wafhing-
ton, and your hardthips will be forgotten and ba-
mifhed. Let Europe, nay let the world hear, that

C the
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the Ameriean army, in the defence of their corn-
try, chearfully fubmitted to the inconvenience of
having no ether houfes of accommodation, than
fuch as their own hands reared in the depth of win-
ter. Be enceuraged, therefore, to undertake all
that has been propofed to you, in the generals or-
ders. Andlet me aflure you, from fome little ex-
perience obtained, in three campaigns, that what
has appearcd hard and impracticable, at a diftance,
has been found tolerable and eafy, when the worft
that could be imagined has arrived.

Surely you, who have carried the war to the ve-
ry walls of Quebec, and fupported it through the
whole winter, will not complain of the winter’s
co'd, in the ftate of Pennfylvania. But there are
few of this brigade, who are not inured to war, who
are not veterans in hardfhips, and lofles, as well as
in the fervice of their country. Let us be firm
and exa®t in the difcharge of our feveral du-
ties, as{oldiers and oflicers ; and by our ardour in
the common caufe, by our patiznce and obedience,
render ourfelves refpectable, and honourable, in
the fight of our leader, and make it feem a plea-
fure to command us, | .

Allow me to fay, my dear gentlemen officers and
fellow-foldiers, I cannot be fatisfied that we fhould
be only as good as others; I earneftly with to have
the hounour of faying, This is the beft brigade in
the continental fervice: and fuch a one we may
be, if we will {erioufly confider, how much we can
poflibly do to ferve the public, without going out
of our proper fphere of action.

Bafe is the man, wiether in the civil, ecclefiaf-
tical or military department, who contents himf=1f
with doing only fo much, as will preferve him
from the reproach of grofs and vilible neglect of
duty. An army confiits of many parts, and if fome
parts mave either too {low, or not at all, the great

wlhele will be thrown into confufion and diforder,
‘ and
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Aand eonfequently fuffer. Uniformity of motion in
all the parts, gives ftrength, and eafe, and beauty,
and expedition, which is fo abfolntely neceflary in
every enterprize. Not an individuai perfon in the
army, but may contribute fo much, in the regular
and ftri¢t difcharge of his duty, to the good of the
whole, that, wer= he feperated from the army, it
would fuffer fome real Iofs. Let every one there-
fore confider how ufeful, important, and honourable
he may render himfelf, in the arnmiy and in the fer-
vice of his country : and on the other hand, how
mean and contemptible he muft appear, if he is
either unacquainted with his duty, or negligent in
the performance of it.

I now pafs on, having already taken notice in
fome inftances, of your valour and fuccefs, to re-
commend to you the caution, which is recorded in
the word of God. Let not him that girdeth on the
harnefs, boaft as him that putt.th it off. The war
is not yet at an end, the enemy are not all conquer-
ed, tho’ fo large an army has been totally fubdued.
We have yet an army to oppofe ; but our profpet
of fuccefs is glorions. How foon it may pleafe
God to deliver them into our hands, .or call them
away, would be rath in me to venture to tell ; but
I however look forward, with an inconceivable
pleafure, and view, not far off, American liberty
eflablithed upon a fure and honourable foundation.
Be therefore undaunted in battle, and maqdeft in
profperity ; thefe difpofitions of mind belong to the
character of a brave and great man. But I had
little reafon to exhort yon in either of thefe re-
fpects, for you have been culpable in deither.
Such a generous fpirit of candour and modefty, as
you difcovered after fo fignala vitory, has fcarcely
been known in any army. Our enemies them{elves
ackrowledge, that when they marched in prifoners
of war, none of our troaps infulted them, or fhew-
ed any figns of contempt, or difrefpect. Happy

was
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was I to hear this from the mouth of an enemy.
Your condué&, my friends and countrymen, was
truely characteriftic of brave and poble fpirited
men. .Cowards infult thofe who fall into their
hands; but the brave are compaflionate, ard fight
no longer than there is an abfolute neceflity. Let
general Burgoyne, and his officers gens: oufly fpeak
the tiuth, and bear witnefs that nothing was want-
ing, on the part of the noble fpirited general Gates,
and his officers, to render tliem as happv as poflible,
and even make them forget that they were con-
quered. Glad have I been to find that our gene-
rous and kind treatment of prifoners, has been
'fuch, that it extorted, even from Britons this cbn-
feffion ; that we treated them much more mildly,
than we fhould have been treated in a fimilar fitua-
tion, Not fo have our moft unhappy bretiiren beea
treated, who have fallen into the hands of general
Howe. Let the mean infults which Britons have
10 liberally offered to officers of rank and mnote;
officers who might have jufily difdained to afloci-
ate with men, who had neither principles of ge-
nerofiry nor humanity, and yet men who had ma-
ny of them received unmerited favours from the
Amecricans, whom they dared to infult. Let thefe
mesn and unmanly infults, let the wanton cruel-
ties of firipping helplefs women and children cof
the very means of fubfiftence, deftroying their
Loufes, and burning our towns, in a manner which
nothing contrivuted to finifh the war; let all thefe
things convince the world thar we fight with men,
who are ueither gentlemen, ner honevrable ifoldiers,
nor yet men poflefled of the common feelings of
humanity. May the dying gtoans, of famifhed foi-
dievs, be lodged in the wmerciful ear of him, =ho
hears the prifoners cry, aud will be avenped upon
crnel, hard nearted, aud blcody men, Oh'! tell it
not in America, that her fous 1~rif ed for want of
a moxfel of bread te ear; +nd - e procdaim thro’
the
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the world, that Britons tortured their prifoners,
even to death, by the lingering torments of hun-
ger. And ftill do my ears hear of the fime cruel-
ties exercifed vpon thefe who nre fo unfortunate as
te fall into thewr hands. The blood of fo many
already mnurdered, has not fatiated thofe cruel men.
Alafs ! too many are now unhappy victims to their
relentlefs rage. Oh! merciful God, if thou haft
permitted that nation {uddenly to fill up the cup of
their iniquity, that thy vengeance may be executed
upon them ; let not, we befeech thee, their cup be
filled with American blood.

Bg aflured my friends, that under God, the only
meuns to procure you good treatment, are the
tharpuefs of your fwords, and your fkill in war, and
your invincible courage in battle. May the groans
of the hunger-ftarved, may the griefs and indigni-
ties, forrows and aflictions of our fuffering bre-
thren fire your niinds, and fpur you on to military
revenge and univerfai conqueft.

I leave the painful gloomy fubjeét, .nd return
to confider what improvement we thall make, of
the mauny inftances of God’s goodnefs and mercy,
which lLave been the {ubjects of this day’s praife
and gratitude. The lmprovement shick Jufhiuva,
the heroic and pious leader of the lfraclites mude
of all the victories and triumphs which they bad ob-
tained, was, that they fhould love the Lord their
God. Take geoa heed therefore unto yourfelves,
faid he, that ye love the Lord your God. All pub-
lic mercies are beftowed for this very purpofe, that
they may be improved fur the honour and glory of
God. Thou fhalt love ilis Lovd thy God, with ali
thy heart, and all thy foul, is the firtt, and grear
commandment of the Juw : And C il E's plo-
vidential dealings with us, woether moevaiiad op
aftlictive, entorceth what Lis Taw demands David,
after receiving oot fuceedd, fond, Toawdl Jove pies
oli Lord V my {1t e pine Letus hnbtaie dhoviov iy

)
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hero and eminent fainr, and manifeft the thankful-
nefsof our hearts, for the unexpected and unmerited
favours conferred on us, by loving the Lord our
God, and fearing to offend im in any refpect. It
is becau{'c the compaflfions of the Lord fail never
that we have not been coniumed. His judgments
fometimes appear, and with a ftern and fevere
voice command our obedience unto his laws, and
{ay, “¢ Turn ye, rurn ye, for why fhonld ye be
ftriken any more.” But how much more frequent-
ly, do his mercies addrefs us in the mildeft ac

ceats, and invite our return unto him.

Surely when God confers mercies and favours
upon us, who are not only unworthy of them, but
have deferved to be feverely punithed : our hearts
muft be hard and void of cvery grateful fe:ling, if
they are not melted into love and thankfulnefs for
fuch great goodnefs. If we give ourfelves time to
reflect upon our paft conduct, eirher as a people,
or as individaals, we muft confﬂfs that the {fmalleft
wnfance of God’s gnudnefs and mercy, has been
truely unmerited, and far beyond apy thing we
could reafonably have cxpccrcd We have moft
bafely cAended cur moft mercifui and gracious God,

and that even when he has faved us out of the hands
of' our enemies, ana loaded us with his benefits.
During the prefent year in particular, men haye
too commonly lived as if there was no God toitake
notice, and they were not accountable crea ed.
Alas my fiiends, you cannot be ignorant that the
name of the great Jehovah, has been commonly
prophaned by the profligate iwearer, in bold and
_ open defiance of his laws and authority. Here

might I avail myfelf of the tremendous curfes of
God's holy Iaw, and thunder out the denuncia-
tions of lrencn acainft wiltul cffenders, and fay,
C Ll thall ve beif ye woid not vhey the commandments
of the Lerd vaur Cod ¢ u/ the Lord sour God awill n:t
bold momp goeleiefs that taoch hes asne i pain)’

bBut
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But 1 forbear, the gentle voice of mercy this
day calls upon you ; I therefore pafs by every thing
dreadful and harfh, and befeech you to fuffer your-
felves to be fubdued by the overflowing,: diffufive
goodnefs of God. The way to obrain greater blefl-
ings, is to be truly thankful for thofe we have
already received.

We have this day been praifing God, but, believe
me, praife cannot afend acceptably to God, unlefs
it rife upon the wings of love and obedience.
Come then, my friengs, confecrate yourfelves to
the fervice of the Lord our God, humble yourfelves
on the account of paft fins, and fin no more. Let
the world know that the man who loves and fears
the living and the true God, fears not any danger,
in the road of his duty. Fer the man who puts his
tr- in his God, and engages in his fervice, is in
the fureft way of protection and fafety; or if it
thould pleafe the Lord, to call him, by death, from
the field of battle, it would only be a removal, a
little foouer, from the foot ftool on earth, to the
throne of glory, in heaven. Learn then to endure
hardnefs as gond foldiers of Jefus Chrift. And, oh
I befeech you ! as on my beunded knees, reverence
and obey the words of that Saviour, who has done
and {uffered fo much for the falvation of fuch guilty
finners as you and me. ,

SweaAR NOT AT aLr. Think how horridly un-
grateful it is to offend and affront that God, who is
continually deing us fo much good. Since God has
fo remarkably finiled upon the arms of the United
States, let the fincerity of our gratitude be feen by
taking heed to fear and love him; and let me af-
fure you, that to live fuberly and righteoutfly, is
*he only way to fiew the thanktulnefs of your
hearts, and the I''gh efteem you have of all our
mercics,

May
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May we never forget the tranfactions of this

~ day, nor the occaflon of our meeting. Oh! that-

the united praifes and prayers of this great conti.

nent, may this day meet at the thione of divine

mercy and juftice. May brigades of angels guard

our comimander thro’ all the toils and dangers of
war, until peace, liberty and independence are
eftablifhed ; nor let them leave him thro’ life, nor
at death, but fafely convoy him to the regions of
eternal libertyand happinefs, and feat him high, as

the moft renowned héroes of liberty and religion.

May angels look down upon us with pleafare and’
apprebation, while we are contending with our
enemies, and grappling with every difliculty in the
defence of the bleffings of heaven, But above all
may our adoring praife afcend up to God, fo pure
and fincere, that it will pleafe' hjm to fay, concern-
ing us, I will blefs this pcople yet more, 1 will add
- unto them bleflings tenfold more. ¢ Your enemies
thall fall before you by the fword. And I will walk
among you, and will be your God, and ye fhall be
my people.

Let us, my friends and fellow foldiers, unite in
earneftly praying, that God would engage our
hearts, in fincere love and holy obedience to himfelf,
Then may we hope and expedt, that the Lord of
hofts, the God of battle, will go with our armies,
and lead them to new and greater victories, until
at length the horrors of war, fhall be terminated in
a fafe, honourable and lafting peace.

May God grant this, for the fake of Jefus Chrift,
the Son of his love; to whom with the Father, and
Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as is moft due, all might,
majefty, and doninion, forever, Amen.

F I N I S.






