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* Man wholly ruined by the Law, and
recovered only by the GosreL.

James II. 10, For whofoever fball keep the
whole Law, and yet offend in one Point, be is
guilty of all.

AVIN G, in aSeries of Difcourfes upoR
the Covenants of God, relating to Man-
kind, confidered the Covenant of Works,
made with Adam in his upright State,
and in bim with all his Pofterity :© And how Adam,
by his wilful and finful Fall, broke that Covenant,
and foifeited all its Privileges, both for himfelf, and
for all bis Offspring : And having alio proved, by the
Word of God, That none of fallen Mankind, fhall
be jultified iwfore God, by the Terms of that once
brokcn and forfeited Covenant : And having likewife
proved, 'That all Minkind cleave unto that broken
and for{mt«ccl Covenant, as their only Way .to obtain
Peace with God, and heavenly Happmc(s, until by
divine Grace they be divorced fram it (¢): I come
now, by the Words before us, to thew further, how
impoffible it is for any of the fallen Race of Adam,
to obtam eternal Life of Happinefs by that Cove-
| nant ; fecing the very leaft Sin, renders every
- Tranfgreflor guilty of breaking and forfeiting the
whole, and every Part of that holy, ﬂghtcous, and
perfe Law and Covenant,
A 2 It

(‘a) Unprinted Sermonp, Spon Pfal, 2xv. 14 Gen. ii. 36, 17, Ges,
3 B, 0. 1 Cor, xv. 323, Gol,ii, 36+ Gad, iv. 23, &¢, &e, @C;
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Tt is very evident, by the Tenour of this Epnﬁlc,
ially by feveral clear Paffages contained in i,
hat thc A softle had to deal with very erroneous
,and carnal P feffors of Chriftianity 3 who, as -ap-
pekity, wélé eitiler (1) Rank. Antinemians, to wit,
fuch ag hoafted f\lg,hf ‘of their Faith, but regarded not
to lnfe‘holy in a°'Gofpél Obedience to the holy Law of
God ; againft thefc the Apoftle difputes partncular-—
g in, cbns {fecond Chagter, fram the 14th Verfe to thre
nd. Or (2) they wcrep/mrzﬁmal hypocrmcal Obfer-
vers of me Law, who | rttended to keep fome Com-
mandments, and to perform fome Dunes, but made
no Confcience of other Duties; feemed to hate Adulté
ry, but 'made no Conjmcnce of killing the Poor and
Needy, by not fhewing Mercy unto them in their Need.
v. 11, 'withthe 15.and 16. They pretended to love their
Neighbosirs as themfelves ; ; but it'was only the Rich,
the Great, and thofe in gay Cloching, they loved ;
and defpifec their- godly Brerhren, who were poor and
in vile Raiment, Vcrfcs 2,3, 4. They pretended to
ebey God, 'in thewing Love and Refpect to their gay
and ric., uezghbours ; but it was nothing but hypo.
criticat Flattery ; for they only refpeGed the Faces,
Riches and Raiments, of Men, whereby they fought
their own Praife, 2nd regarded not the Honour of
God, who commandc_d them to love their poor god-
ly Nexghbours for his Sake, as wt:ll as the Rich and
Gay, Verfes 8, o. ‘

And thus by an hypocritical and partial Performance
of fome few Duties, and forbearing from fome ‘ew
outward Acls of fcandalous Sins, they thought them-
felves very good Chriftians, and very exat Keepers
of God’s holy and perfe@ Law ; and boafted of their
dead fruitlefs Faxth "And O how lamentable it is to
fee this to be the Cafe of the moftof the Profeffors of
ghnf’namty, every where in the World, at this Day

Thcrefore 2s a thundchng Awakcnmg untoall that

have
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bave Ears tc hear, and efpecially unte ignorant, cat-
pal, and hypocritical Chriftians, the Holy (;ho{} by
the Apottle, roars out, W’boﬁ;ewr ﬁail ,ée’ép the whole
Law, and yet offend in one Point, heis guiliy of atl |
The Words are a Reafon te prove what the Apoftle
had aflerted in the gth Verfe, to wit, That refm{}mg
Perfons was a Sin and Tranfgreﬁion of God’s Law,
But might they then fiy, and may many now fay,
How can that be ? A little Refpect of Perfons, if it
be Sin, 13 but one fmali Sin and how can that bea
"Uranfgreffion of the Law, to wit, of the whole Law ?
T whom the Apoftle anfwers, For, or becaufe, of-
fending in one Point of the Law, is a braamng the
whole Law.
- Now for the Divifion and brief E)\phcatlon of the
Text, you may note,

The Subject [token of, towit, the Law, Now,
that this is the moral Law, is evident ; for (1) Itis
the royal Law that commands and bmds all Men to
love their Neighbours as themfelves, Verfe 8. which
is the Sum of the fecond Table, even the laft Six of
the Ten Cor:mandments. (2) It is the Law that
fo:bids Adultery and Murder, Verfe 11, (3) Itis
th: Law that .onvinceth of Sin, Verfe 9. Whence
it 15 evident beyond Difpute, that this Law is the
moral Law, the perfe@, immutable, eternal Rule of
all Righteoufnefs, with refpeét unto God and Man ;
and the very Sum and Subftance of the Covenant ok5
Works made with Adam in Paradife, and with all
Mankind in him, as it hath been elfcwhere proved
unto vou ().

2. In the Wards we have a Suppofition of forme Perfon’s
keeping this whole Law s Whoforver fhall heep the whole
Law. ’Tis not afferting that any doth or can keep
the whole Law, except fonreore fmal} Point wherein
he faileth.  For, There is mone righteous, na not one :

| Neither

(b) Sermons on Gen, ii 16, 17, and iii, 6. and 1 Cor, xv. 22,
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Neither is there a jufp Man upon the Earth, that doeth
Good, and finneth nat : Yea, in many Things we offend
all(¢). Therefore it is only a Suppofition, that if
any Mar, now in our fallen State, doth, or could,
keep thiz whole Law, as God requireth. TFhen,

3. Hire is a Suppofition of fuch a Keeper of this
Law, ofending but in one fmall Point 5 And yet offend
in one Point. The Greet Word here ufed, fignifies
to fip or ftumble, a; Men in walking hit their Foot
againft fomething, orin a {lippery Way their Foot
flides a little to ane Sige, whereby they do not fali,
but only flagger, or lean a little fram their ftrait
Courfe, which ftops them juft a Mament in their go-
ing (d). So that offending in one Point, is to fail in
one, the leaft Thing, that God by this royal Law
commandeth or forbiddeth, Hence our Saviour, who
is Truth itdfelf, aflureth us, That the leaft luftful
Glance of the Eye upon a Woman, is Adultery in
the Heart. Mat.v. 28. But I fay untoyou, that who-
Joever lovketh on a Woman to luft after ber, hath com-
mitted Aduitery with ber already in bis Heart. And
then,

4. The Conclufpon and Event, He is guilty of all :
That is, whofoever fails in the leaft Thing of perie&,
perpetual, and uninterrupted Obedience to this royal
Law, and every Part of it, he is guilty of breaking
the whole Law ; and juftly liable to fuffer all the
Curfes, Wrath, and Torments, due to every Tranf-
greflor of the whole of it. _

Now, in Purfuance of my prefent Purpofe, I fhall,
in the Words, abferve only this one

Do&rine, viz. That the leaft Sin is a Breach of the
whoje moral Law of God, and a forfeiting all the Privi-
beges of the Covenant of Works, and expofeth every guil-
1y one, te alf the Punifbments due to the Breach of that

holy

f¢) Rogilis W9y Eetlefwils 3p, Jamsr Biva, (d) Preis unde bic
’mja : ;
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boly Law did Covenant. For whofoever fhall heep the
whole Law, and yet offend in ene Point, he is guilsy of
all. Gal. iii. 10. Curfed is every one that continueth
not in all Things wriiten ju the Book of the Law to do
them,

Here, by divine Affiftance, I fhall briefly fhew,

1. That no Sin is little tn its own Nature.

2. That Circumflances render fome Sins greater or

~ lsffer than others.

|

3. What Sins are commonly counted great.
4. What Sins are commonly counted wo Sins, or at

. moft kut very little Sins.

5. How the leaft Sin s a Breach of the whole Law
of Gvd, and a forﬁitigf the whole Covenant of Works.

6. Hob the leaff Sin deferves all the Punifbment due
for tranfgreffing thewhole Law of God.

7. Applicatim.

1. Then it will appear, that no Sin is little in its ouni
Nature. 1. Becaufe Yhe leaft Sin comes from the

~ Bottomlefs Pit, and boundlefs Ocean of Man's Corruption
 and Enmity againft God. The carnal Mind is Enmity
 againft God, Rom, viii. 7. And out of the Heart pro-

ceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Thefts, For-
nications, falfe Witnefs, Blafphemies, Mat. xv. 19,
Where you may clearly fee, that every Kind of Sin,
bBe it great' or little, comes from the very Heart of
Man ; and that evil Thoughts, yea, “the leaft evil
‘Thought, is as much a Sin as Adultery or Murder.
An idle Word, or vain' Thought, comes from the
fame wicked Heart, as Adultery and Murder ; and a
vain Word or Thought hath as much of the Nature
of Sin and Enmity againft God, and is as truly called
Sin, as Adultery or Murder. Prov. xxiv, g9, The
Thoughts of Foolifbnefs is Sin. 'Therefore there can be
no little Sin in its own Nature, becaufe every Sin
comes from the fame wicked Heart ; and every Sin

: hath



[ 8}
hath the-very fame Nature of Enmity and Rebellion
againft God. And, S |
. 2. Beécaufe every Sin is a Tranfereffion of the one and
the very fame great and royal Law of God. ¥ Fokn iii. 4.
Whofoever committeth Sin, tranfgvefjeth alfo the Law 3
for Sinis the Tranfgreffion of the Law. -Sin, even e-

very Sin, be it-never (o little in thy Account, isa

Tranlgreflion of the great and royal Law of God :
Mark it Man ! *Tig not only a Tranfgreflion of fome
one Commund or Prohibition of thg Law, but a
Tranfgreflion of the Law, even of the whole Law,
If God had given fome little Law to thee, thou
mighteft talk of little Sins 3 but feeing he ggve but
one greatand royal Law, then the leatt idle Word, or
vain Thought, is a trampling this whole Law under
thy Feet : Therefore, there neither is, ‘nor can be,
any little Sin in its own Nature ;  but every Sin is e-
gually-a -Breach of the whole great and royal Law of
the moft high God: And, . -

-3 Becaufe by the Law of God, the fame Punifbmens
is threatened for every Sin. ’Twas the folemn Decla-~
tation of God unto Adam in Paradife, In the Day thou
eatefl, thou fhalt furely die.(e). Where you may fee
that God threatened Death for one Sin:. Adam did
tat, and by that one Sin, of eating a Morfe! of a for-
ﬁddcn Fruit, brought bodily, fpiritual, and eternal
Death of Sin and Mifery upon h mfelf, and all the
World of Mankind, For by one Man’s Difobedience,
many ware made Sinners, and by the Offence of one,
Fudgment came upon all; Men to Condemnation ; and in
Adaniall die (f). And the Soul that finneth it jball die,
faith the God of Truth (g). So that if it be but Sin,
tount you it as little as.you can, yet God declares the
Punifhment of eternal Death to the Guilty, even the
fame Punifhment for Sin, for all Sin, and for every

Kinl,

. (e)Gen. iis 17. (f) Roms v, 12418, 19, 1 Cor-. xv.22, (g) Emeb,
Xviii, 3, 4,

|
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Kirid; ahd for every Degree of Sin.  Therefors there
neither is, nor can be, any little Sin, as confidered
in its own Niture. And that,

4. Becaufe zvery the leaft Sin, is againft the infinite
Majefly of the maft high God. Hence faith the Plalmift,
Againfl theey thee onby, have I finned, and dome this
Ireat Evil e thy Sight, &c. (b). He well knew that
he had greatly finned againft Bathfbeba, in enticing
her to Adultery ; and againft Uriah her Hufband, in
defiling his Bcd); making him drunk, and caufing
him to be murdered (¥) ; and againft his own Soul, in
defiling it with fo many heinous Abominations ; and

‘againft God’s People, in cayfing Grief and Shame
‘unto>t.em ; and againft the Wicked, in giving then. -
Ocrasion of blafpheming the holy Name of God and

his holy Ways, and hardening themfelves in Wick-

ednefs (£). But the Confideration o1 his Sins, in all
thefe Refpe&lsy; was fwallowed up in the awful Con-

fideration of its being againft God ! And, faith the

Apottle, Al. bave finned, and come fhors of the Glory

#f God (1), God made all Mcn to his Glory (m) and
every Sin is robbing God of his Glory ; every Sin is

& trampling God and his Glory under Foot, as far

astheSinnercan, and a wifhing that there were no God
~to punith his-Sin. The Sinner, by every Sin, wifheth
that he were ftronger than God, that he might pull
God out of his Throne. Hence every Sin is called
Rebellion againft God ; The Lord hath fpoken, I have
moursjbed and brought up Children, and they have rebel-
led againf me (n) ! Now the Nature of all Rebel-
lion, is a feeking tv overcome and deftroy him a-
gainft whom we rebel ; or at leaft to brifig him to a-
gree to our 1ebellious Terms : And o the very Na-
ture of every Sin, is a feeking either to deftroy God,
B of

(b) Pfal. li. 4. (i) 2 Sam. xi. 13, and xii. 9. (k) 2 Sem. xil. 14¢
(1) Rom, iiis 33. (m) Ifa, xljii. 7. (n) Ifa.i. 3,
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or at leaft to bring bim to agree to our finful and
wicked Terms,

We know that many petty Offences committed a-
-gainft our Equals, would be capital High Treafon if
committed againft our King ; and fo we muft mea-
fure every Kind and Degree of Sin, by the infinite
Majefty of the moft high God, who is King of Kings,
againft whom we committed it ; and being fo meafu-
red, and truly confidered, there is a Kind of infinite
Wickednefs .and Enmity in everv the leaft Sin ; fo
that unlefs we can find fome little bod like our-
felves, to fin againft, there can be no Sin little in ite
own venomous, rebellious Nature, And that,

S. Becaufe nothing lefs than the bitter Death, and
precious Blood of the Son of God, could, or can procure
the Pardon of the leaft Sin. Without jbeddm of Blood,
there is no Remiffion, Heb. ix. 22. and no Bloodfhcd
will do, in this Cafe, but the precious Blood of Jefus
Chrift, the Son of God. ’Tis only through his Blood
Redemption and Forgivenefs of Sin 15 .to be obtained (o).
Andonly bis Blood cleanfeth from 4ll Sin (p). And it
is he alone wafheth any from their Sius in bis own
Blood (g). 'The righteous God will have every Tittle
and Jota of his holy and righteous Law fulﬁlled (r).
And he will have perfet Satisfaction for the leaft Vi~
olation of the leaﬂ Iota and Tittle of his royal Law :
And none could fulfil this Law but his dcar Son, in
our Nature ; and nothing will or &n fatisfy the Juf-
tice of God, for the leaft Breach of the leaft Joza or
Tittle of his righteous and perfe® Law, but the pre-
cious Life and B'ood of his dear Son, who is the only
Surety of all that receive him by true Faith (/).
Secmg then that nothing could, or can, fatisfy the
Law and Juftice of God for the leaft Sin, and pro-
cure the Pardon thereof, bu* the bitter Death, and

precious

(o) Epb.i. 7. (p) 1 Fobui, 7, Reveiv 50 (v) Mato v 18e
(f)ch,vu.zz.Aﬂu.Z;"7 () i §o (r) Mat, v,

e b o T
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grecious Blood, of Jefus Chrift. It is evident, that
there is no Bin little ; but that every Sin, in its own
Nature and Effeéls, is very great anc. heinous. So [
come to thew,

2. That Circumflances render fome Sins greater or
leffer that others.

1. This is evident by the Teftimony of God in his
Word., Jer. vii. 26. They did worfe than their Fa-
thers, Their Fathers had finned greatly, but the
Children taking no Warning by the Judgments of
God upon their finful Fathers, but finning againft
greater Mercies, their Sins were “greater and worfe
than the Sins of their Fathers. And faid Chrift unto
Pilate, H: thai delivered me unto thee, hath the great-
er Sin (t). 'Lhe Sin of Pilate was great, in condein-
ning an innocent, righteous Perfon, to the moft
fhameful and cruel Death, again't the Light and
Convi&ion of his own Confcxcncc( )5 but the Sin
of Judas in betraying and delivering his holy innocent
Lord unto Pilate, was far greater., And fays the
Apottle, Evil Men and Seducers fhall wax worfe and
worfe, 2 Tim, iii. 13. ‘They are very bad at firft,
but by cuftomary hardening themrselves in Wicked-
nefs, they grow worfe and worfe. So then, itisevi-
dent by Scripture Teftimony, that Circumitances
render fome Sins greater than othe:s,

2. This is evidgnt, in that God threatens greater
Punifbment to fome Sinners than to sthers. He aflures
us, that Befufers and Defpifers of his Gofpel-Salvati-
on, fhuli be puuifhed more terrible, in the Day of his
awful, rwbrcaus Judgment, than abominable Sedoin-
ites, Cvomarrbtm, Tyriansy, and Sulonians, who never
bad the offer of it (x). And that the Servant who
kpows his Lord’s Will, and doth it not, fhall be
beaten with more Stripes than the Servant that knows

Ba not

(t) Jobn xix, 31, () Mark xv. 10, (%) Mat. x, 14, 154 and
xi, 30,
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pot his Lord’s Will, tho’ he doth Things worthiy of
Stripes (y), Therefore, as God, the rnghteous ]udgc
of all the World, will punifh fome Sinners more
fearful than othefs it is evident that Circumftances
render fomne Sins greater than others 3 of which Cir-
cumftances, I'll ‘briefly touch upon T'wo or Three ;
As,
" 1. Sins that are more direitly ageinft God, are greats
or than Sins that are more diretly againft Man. 1 Sam.
M. 25. If ane Man fin againft another, the fudge fhall
. gudge bim 5 but if a Man fin agamﬂ the Lord, who fhall
entr eatfor him ¢ Where you may fee, that Sins which
are moredireétly againft God, aregreaterand more dan-
gerous than Sins which are more direétly againft Man,
Thus when the Plalmift had enumerated many of the
Sins of the Jfraeljtes, he adds, with an' Emphafis, as
the Height of their Wickednefs, Yea they fpake againft
God (z). Hence the Sins of Atheifm, Idolatry, Un-
Bcl'cu, Blafpheming the holy’ Name of God, Negleét
and Contempt of his 'Worfhlp and Oxdmances, are
greater Sins’ than to blafpheme, wrong, bhurt, or
saurder 2 Man, who is but a Werm like ourfelvcs

2. Sins committed under the Means of Knowledge and
Grace, are greater than the fame Sins commzttfd by
thofe that have not thefe Means. John xv. 22. If 1 had
not come and fpokem unto them, faid Chrift of the unbe-
Yieving ¥ews, they bad not had Sin w. but now they have
no Cloak for their Sin. That is, ®eir Sin had not
been fo great and dreadful, if thcv had not heard
Chrift, and feen his mnmculous Works, and after all
rejected him. Usbelicf, Impenitency, Qbftinacy, Drunk-
snnefs, Vain-jwearsng, Lying, Cheating, Pride, Con-
tentions, Cawtau/nq/s, Cantempt of God and bis Word,
and Boldnefs in any §in, is far greater, and more hej-
nous, in thofe that enjoy the Gofpel, than the fame
8ins in heathenith /ndians, and others that do not

: en)oy

(7) Luke xii 47, 48, (z) Pful, Ixxviii. 19,
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enfoy it, Hence faith our Sc.siour, This s the Com~
demnation, thae Light is come into the World, and Men
love Darknefs rather than Light, becaufe their Deeds
are evil (a). To Sin under the Sunfhine Light of
the Gofpel, is the higheft Contempt of God, and
Rebellion againft him : Sinners hereby do in Effeét
defy the Moft High to his Face ; and declare that they
love the Durknefs of Ignorance and 8in more than the
Light gnd Happinefs of his great Salvation. By their
Doings, They fay unto God, depart from us, for we de-
fore not the Knowledge of thy Ways. What is the Al-
mighty, that we fhould ferve him 2 And what Profit
Jhould we have if we pra; unto him (b) !

* 3. The Sins of Apiflates, who draw back from God
and his Gofpel, are far greater than the Sins of théfe
that never profeffed his holy Name and his Truth.  Thofe
that have efcaped the Pollution of the World, through
the Knowledge of the Lord and Savieur Fefus Chrif}, if
they are again entangled and overcome, the latter End is
worfe with them than the Beginning : For it had been
better for'them not to have known the Way of Rightsouf-
nefs, than after they have known ity to turn from the
holy Commandment delivered unto them: But it is bap-
pened unto them according to the true Proverb, The
is turned to his ovn Vemit again, and the Sow that was
- waphed, to her wallowing in the Mire (¢). Thefe are
upon the Border of the unpardonable Sin, if they have
not finned it already : For it is impoffible for thofe wha
were once enlightened, and have tafted of the heavenky
Gift, and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghofi, and
have tafled the good fVord of God, and the Powers of
the Werld 1o come, if they fall away, to remew them -
- gain unto Repentance 5 feeing they crucify to themfelues
the Son of Ged afrefb, and put bim to an epen Shame (d).
When thofe who have been once zealous for xr;x.e Re-
| | ligion,

fa) Fobniii. 19: (b) Fob xxi. 14.35. (¢c) 2 Pat,iia 30, 23,
23, (d) Heb, vi. 4, 5, 6, S¢c alfo Hib, x, 26.--9---33. ‘o
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- Jigion, and agzinft Sin, and have communicated at
the Lord’s holy Table, and have tafted fome Mea-
fure of the Lord’s Goodnefs, and hav: profefled great
Love to Chrift and his Gofpel ; and after all this,
turn carthly, irreligious, proud, obftinate, prophane
and malicious, they do by their Bebaviour and Acti-
ons, declare that Chrift and the Gofpel are but a
Cheat. Their Apoftacy in Effe& is a Crying-out as
the Fews, Cructfy, crucify Ghbrif? and his Religion out
of the World ! Oh ummortal Souls! Confider with
Trembling, that to draw back from the glorious and
loving Jefus, for the Love of any Sin or Luft, is the
greateft Sin ; and that nothing but the rooted, unmor-
tified Love of Sin, and Hatred of Chrift, can draw
any back from him! And if thou fhalt be left to |
harden thyfelf iri thy Backiiidden Apoftacy, Oh and
alas, it is the unpardonable §in unto Death (e) !

Therefore, before I pafs from this General Head,
let every one of you look upon Sins that are, Firft,
moft direétly againft God ; Secondly, Sins againft the
Light of the Gofpel, which are Sins 22ainft the great-
eft Manifeftation of the Love and Mercy of.(God to-
wards you ; Thirdly, Sins whereby thou cooleft in thy
Love towards Chrift, ar.d draweft back from him,
Oh look upon thefe Sins to be worfe than the Sins of
any Heathens, Turks, abominable Sodomites, and
Gomorrbites 5 that the Tho’ts of it may bruife thy
hard, proud Heart, and may fhamc aud greatly hume
ble thee before (God, and rouze thee unto fpeedy Xe-
pentance sowards God, and Faith iowards our dear
Lord Fefus Chrift (f). For if after thou haft been of-
ten warned and reproved, theu hardenefl thy Neck, thou

Jbalt be deftroyed [uddenly without Remedy (g) ! Oh
taen as thou loveft thy own immortal Soul, Remember
whence thou art fallen and repent, and feek the Lord

while

(¢) Mat. xii, 31. 32, 1 Fobn v, 16, Mark iii, 23. 29, 10, (f) A&
%, 31, (‘) Prov. gxix, I, 1 befo v 3 Pf‘l I 21, 23,
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swbile he may be found, call upon bim 1obile be is #ear §
and forfake thy wicked Ways, and thy unrightevus Tho'tsq
and return to the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon
thee, and to our God, for be will abundantly pardaﬂ
thee (b). And fo much now of the Circumftances
H that render fome Sins greater or lefler than others.
80 I come to thew briefly,

3. What Sias are commonly counted great. |

1. People commonly count Words or Aétions of notori-
ous Injuflsce and Inhumanity, to be great Sins: Such as
Per/ary, Murder, Tyranny, Robbery, Oppreffion, breck-
ing or burning of Houfes, Adultery, Witcheraft, and
the like, Thefe being contrary to the Light of natu-
ral, human Reafon, People generally count. fuch as
are guilty of any of them, to be very great and wick-
ed Sinners, -

2. People commonly count any Thing [poken or done,
againft their Self-Intereft, tobe very great Sins. Hence
it is too common, that when People are crofied in
any carnal or worldly Self-defign ; or if they think
that they are wronged of a few Shillings or Pence ;
or if their Pride be touched a little, they look upont
fuch Things to be great chkedneﬁ'cs, almoft, xf not
altogether, unpardonable. They look upon any that
ftands in the Way of their felfith Defigns, to be a ve-
ry Wicked Wretch : They cannot be reconcil’d to
him, nor forgive him, nor pray to God to fergive
him ; but wifh that God may reward him ; which,
in plain Te¢rms, is withing ihat God would fend him
into Hell. Oh how common is it for People to be
eafy and not moved, by feeing and hearing the glori-
rious Name of God blafphemed and dithonoured j
and yet are in a Flame when their Names are touch-
ed, or their felfifh Defigns are crofled or interrupted
by any ; whereby it is very evident, - that tbcy count
n

. (b) Rew, i, §e If‘o lv, 6; 7«
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it greater Wickedaefs to dithonour them, thamto dif*
henour the moft High and Almighty Jehovah,
3. A wicked Wm’d counts clofe Adlerence to Chrift
and his Gofpel, and the Pradtice of true Godlinefs, te
be the greateft Sin and Wickednefs of ull. Hence faith
Chrift to all his faithful Followers, Mat. x. 22, ZYe
/ball be hated of all Men, for my Names fake. And a- |
gain, John xvi. 2. Whofeever killeth yow, will think
that be doth God Service.  And why do they hate and
kill themy but becaufe they count them the very
worft of Mcn? And why did they cry out againft
the holy Apoftle. Lway w'xtb fuch a Fellow from the
Earth, for it is net fit that he foauld live (i), but becaufe
they counted him the moft wicked Villain that ever
lived. And even fo all the Perfecutions of the Fol.
lowers of Chrift, inall Ages, from Cain vnto this
Day all the Hangmg;, Quartering, Buraiog, Tor-
imeating; and Baaifhing of Men, for their ftrick
Profeﬁqp of Chrift and his T'ruths, and their confci-
entious Pri&tice ¢ Godlinefs ; proves that a wicked
blind World cown :ed, and ftill counts, trye Religion
and Qodlinefs to be the greatefl-Sin and Wickednels
of all. And fo I cot ie to thew,

o Whes Sins av: commonly counted no Sins, or at
M&ut bitle v,
5 4 lm'lc Refpett of Perjons, is commpn{y sounted
o Su, or @t mof? bu: a very bittle Sin. Thus they,
te whom the Apoftle wrote this Epiltle, tho’t it no
Bin at ali to defplfc their poor godly Bredhren, and to
#dmire the Rich and Gaudy, tho’ wicked Oppreflors \
and Blafpbeme: s of the holy Name of God (k) Thy:
Apoftle Fames here no ways contradi@eth the A- |
pome Paul, w: > commands, to give Honour to whom |
$Honawr is dus () ; but condemns that partial, flacter-
ing, and urdue Kefpect of Perfons, which too muny
pre tco commonly guilty of, and yet think it no Sin,

or’
(i) A xxii, 33, (k) Fames i, 1,--8, (1) Rom, xiiis 7,
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- grat ‘mioft but a very little Sin. But, fays he, If ¢
Zaw Refpelt of Perfons, ye commit Sin, and are ton-
vinced of the Law as Tranfgreflors (m). That is, Ye
are not only guilty of one, but of many Sins; ye
tranf"grcfs not only fome one Command, but ye
tranfgrefs the Law, the whole Law of God, by your
partial Refpet of Perfons ; For, fays hein my Text,
whofeever fball keep the whole Law, dnd yet offend in
one Point, he is guilty of all. And thus although
thou counteft it perhaps no Sin, or at moft but a ve-
ry little Sin, to give a little partial flattering Com-
pliment to a wicked Perfon, meerly becaufe he is rich,
or wears a gaudy Garh, or for any other finiiter End,
and defpifeft a godly, virtuous Perfon, meerly becaufe
he is poor, and in Rags, or mean Clothing, thou art
hereby guilty of tranigrefling the whole Law of God

2, Idley wain Words are cammonly counted either no
Sinsy or at the moft, but very little Sins. How com-
mon is it with too many to fpend many Hours and
Days in vain, idle Talk, to no Profit for Soul or Bo-
dy, either to themfelves or others ; but only to divert
away the Time, as they call it. How many fpend
whole Hours in telling idle Tales, backbiting and
cenfuring their Neighbours ! And how much preci-
ous Time too many fpend in prophane Ribaldry 3
and yet it is fo cuftomary and fafhionable, that it is
hardly counted Sin, or at moft but a very little Sin,
hardly worth confefling it unto God, repenting of, or
afking the Forgivenefs of it. But our Saviour affu-
rethus, That for [every] idle Word that Men fhall fpeak,
they fball give Account theresf in the Day of Fudgment,
and that by their Words Men fhall be either juftified or

¢condemned (o). He doth not fay for many, but for e-
very

(m) Fames iiv 9. (n) Yob xxxiis 21, 23, Pfals Xiis 2, 3+ Prev, xxvis
“o M x'ii. s. (0} M“o xﬁ! 36}‘ 370 / ’ 3

Py
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very idle Word ; whereby it is manifeft, that any
one the leaft idle Word, is a Tran{greflion of the
whole Law of God, and therefore deferves eternal
Damnation. And furthermore the Apoftle aflureth
us, That foolifp Talking and Fefting, is as certain to
bring the Wrath of God upen the Guilty, as Fornication,
Idalan&} or any other heinous Sin (p). Hence idieand
vain Words, which are counted at rhoft but little
Sins, are fo grea as that the leaft of them will bring
eternal Deftru&ion upon the Head of the Guilty, ex-
cept he truly repents, by forfuking the Sin, and do-
ing Works meet for Repentance, and by true Faith

flieth unto the Blood of Chrift for Pardon.

3. Unclean, Iafecivious Thoughts, may be by too many
counted no Sins, or, at moff, but wery little Sins.
Whence if lafcivious Perfons can but keep from actu-
al Fornication and Adultery, they think themfelves
very innocent from tiuofe Sins, tho’ they take daily
Pleafure in unciean Thoughts and Imaginations,
But our Lord affureth us, That to Luft after a WWoman,
is to commit Adultery wvith ber in the Heast (¢). One
adulterous Look or Thought, isfuch a Sin as violates |
the whole Law of God, though thiou may’ft count it |
no Sin, or but a very little Stn ; and the Law and
Judgment of God, the righteous Judge, fhall ftand,

\" and not thy perverfe Imaginations. Arnd therefore, ’
. without Repentance and Faith in the Blood of the (
.crucified Jefus, one lafcivious Thought will be thy e-
vernal Ruin 5 for no unclean Adulterer, in A& or
z'fhoug?t,' Jball inherit the Kingdom of Chrifl, and of
od (r). '
,4.(1‘10tred, Malice and Envy, are tco commonly |
counted either no Sins, ory at moft, but very little Sins.
. "T'oo many, if they can withhold their Hands from ’
, JRevenge, Fighting, Killing, and Burning their Ad- |
" swerfaries, and from doing Mifchief to their Pofleffi-
o ons j
(2) Efb. .30 4 560 (3) Mat. v, 18 () Epbov.s.
‘ .
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ons ; yet car feed their Minds delicioufly with fecret
withing Hurt unto them ; they can Hate them, and
be lmplacablc towards them ; they can feed upon En-
vy and Malice, Day and Night, and rever think it
to be any Sin at all, or, at moft, but a very little Sin,
which Ged can hardly fee 3 vyea, they fay in their
Hearts, if not too common with their Tongues, Th.
the Lord fbul! not [ee it, nor fball the God of Facob re-
gard it (f). But God the righteous Judge enumerateth
Malice, Envy, and Hatred, amongtheblack Liftof the
“vileft Sins ( t) ; and aflureth us, ‘Tbat whofoever bateth
bis Rratber, is @ Murderer, ;bat hath no cternal Life,
abiding in him (x). QO poor Soul, be convinced, that
the leaft hatefyl, ¢rmous, mahcmus Thought, that
‘at any Time arifeth in thy Heart, againft any of thy
' Fcllow Creatures, is Murder, yea, a Breach of the
whole holy Law of God ; and that without bitter
.Re entance, and humble Faith in the Blood of Jefus,
it w;ll fhut thy guilty ‘Soul out of Heaven, and bind
thee foréver in the Lake which burneth with Fire
and Brimftone !
5. Vain wandering Thoughts and Imaginations, are by
moft litile obferved, and commonly counted no Sins, or at
moft but very little Sins, O how common is it for
People to djvert themfelves in vain Thoughts and
‘wandering Imaginations all the Day long, and hard-
ly ever take any Notice of it, nor fo muych as think
them to be finful ! Dreaming and imagining a Thou-
fand Things, that never had, nor ever fhall have a-
ny real Bei~ -' ntriving a Thoufard Things, of
which the . ve neitiser a2 Promife, nor any Likelihood
of their ever obtaining them ! Spending many Tho'ts
_altogether unprofitable to either Soul or Body ; no
ways to the Glory of God, nor having any Ten-
dency to their own Happmefs ! O how many vain
C2 roving
!l.(f) Pfal, xgive 7. (t) Gal. v. 19, 20, 2%y Tit,ili. 30 () 3 Febn
X5,



[ 20 3

qving Thqugh:ts and Emagmattons arg thou guilty of
gw one Prayer, or in hearing one Sermon, or in

cading one Chapter in the Bnble Qr in any cther re-
{Inglous Duty ? The Lord knoweih the Tbaugl:t; of Man, .
that they are. Vamty {x). " How juftly may the Omni-
prefent All-feeing God fay, That thou drawef near
himwith thy Mouth, but that thy Heart, ‘thy Thoughts,
are far from him (y) ; and that, With thy Motk tbm
Joeweft much Love, but that thy Heart, in vain wan-
‘dering Thoughts and Imaginations, goeth after thy Co-
wtaufmﬁ (2); And yet thou takeft very little No-
tice of thefe thy vain Thoughts, and if thou doft take
‘any Notice of them, yct counteft them either no Sins,
or, it moft, but very little Sins, as loag as thou
canft’ keep up an outward Shew of Honefty “and Re-
ligion before Men. But thus faith the Lord 0 wafb
thine Heart from Wi :éedmﬁ-- How long fhall thy vain
Theughts lodge witbin 1hee (a) ?  Where thou may ft
fee ,tfat Ged the righteous Judge declares vain 7 ho ts
to be Wickedne(s ;" and as the leaft Wickednefs is a
Breach of the whole holy Law of GGod, fo every vain
Thought expofeth thy gudty Head unto the Thunder-
bolts of all the Curfes of the Wrath of the Almighty,
in this Life 'and forever (8) | ' Therefore every vain
Thonght is fo great a Sin that it will be thy eternal Ru-
in, unle(s by unfeigned Faith, thou gettcﬁ it pardon-
~ed, through the precious Blood of jcfus Chrift, and by
true Repentance, with the Pfalmit, T%ox fo lavest tl:e
Law of God,’ ar i» hate wain Thoug bt: ().

6. [gmrance of God and his Word, is teo commonly
counted either no Sin, or, at moft, but a very little Sm
Though God hath given us his holy Book, yet how
many are very ignorant of the plain and moft neccﬂ'ary
T'ruths therein revealed ! How juftly may God com-

plain
) Pfal. xciv. 11, (11 a. xxix. 13. (%) Enek, xxxiil, 31. (a) Fer.
v, 140 (6) Gal. iii. 10, Deat, xxviii, 15,~--~20. Maf xxv. 41, (c}

Pﬁll cxiK, § 13
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plain of too many 25 he did of his 'profem? People ot
old, I have written unto yMkdba great Things of my
| Law, fn: ye have accounted them as a firange Thivg,
Hof. vii. 12. How many vale a Shilling Bill of
Paper Money, more than the beft Sheet of the holy
‘Eiblc ; and take more Care anc Pains to learn to
now a good Bill from a bad one, than tolcurn and
underftand the moft neceflary T'ruth that concerns
their eternal Salvation ; and yet count this either no
8in, or at moft but a véry fmall Sin ? How many
live contentediy in Ignorance of Giod, of Chrift, amd
‘of hie Will, and of their Duties towards God and
‘Man, and yet think it little or no Sin ? Though
Chrift commands all that profefs him, to obferve his
‘Gofpel (Yrdinances ; yet how many live in the finful
Contempt or Negle@ of this, and think it little or
'no Sin ¢ Though God pronourceth hi: Curfe ypon
Prayerlefs Families (d), yet how few make Confci-
ence of worfhiping (Ged in thei: Famitics, and yet
‘think it little or no Sih ? How many do we find,
that make fo little Account of finful and wilfu) Ig-
porance, that they plead their Ignorance as a fuffici-
‘ent Reafon for their Negle& of thofe Duties which
‘God commangs them to perform ; and fo inftead of
acknowledging the Sinfulnefs of their Ignorance, they
juftify themfelves therein ? But thus faith the Lord,
It is a People of no Underflanding, i1herefore he that mude
them, will not have Mercy on them ; and be that form-
od them, will foew them no Favomr, Ifa. xxvir. 11,
And again, My People are defiroyed for Lack of Know-
ledge, Hof. iv. 6.
\" God made Adam, and all Mankind in him, in his
hown’ Image (¢). That Image confifted in the Know-
l:dge of God and his Will, as well as in Righteouf-
nefs and true Holinefs, Adam by his Fall, and all
Ma:nkind in him, bave loft that Knowledge, and are
| - “become

.

(8) Jorixi 3§ (¢) Gensia 27
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become fpiritually blind gud ignorant, born like wild
Affes Colts (f). Every Man that will be faved from §
eternal Deftruéion, muft be reftored into that Image
again (g). God deals with thee as with a rational
Creature, and gives thee his Word, and offers thee | ;
his Spirit to teach thee to know thy Creator and Re-
deemer ; and to teach thee to know his Will for thy |}
Salvation (b). And it is thy Enmity, Pride, and
Slothfulnefs, that hinders thee to learn (f). There-
fore tho’ thou counzeft thy wilful Ignorance to be
either no Sin, or at moft but a very little Sin ; yetg
God, the righteous Judge, pronounceth Deftruction
without Mercy upon thy Head, except thou repenteft
and reformeft.; which proves Ignorance to be a very
" greatand dreadful Sin,  Pengeance in flaming Fire will

be to all that know not God ! Thef, 1. 8, |
7. Forgetfulnefs is commonly counted either no Sin, or at
the moft bur a wvery little Sin. “Though People forget
:God Days without Number, as Ifrael of cid () ; tho’
they forget his Word of Threatenings, Commands,
and Promifes ; tho’ they cannot repeat five Words
out of the Bible, or of a Sermon ; though they forget
themfelves and their Duties towards God and Man ;
‘yet how many are unconcerned about this, who look

upon their Forgetfuln:fs of God, and the Things of
their Salvation, to be no Sin, or at moft but a veryg
little Sin 3 yea, they impudently blame God for not
giving them a better Memory, and fo juftify them-
felves as innocent and finlefs herein.  Thou canft
remember earthly Things, vain Stories, and viie
Ribaldry, too well, or rather tooill ; but careft not,
“nor takeft any Pains, to remember God and his holy
Word. But though thou counteft this, at moft,
‘but a fmall Sin, yet be it known unte thee, that it is a ve-
Ty

(f) E{b. iv. 8. Job xi. 11, (g) Col. iii, 30, Epb. iv,
24. (b) Prov, i, 20,---24. (i) Pfal, % 4 Prew, xxiy 25,
Mat, xxv, 26, (k) Joreiiv 320
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ty heinous Wickednefs sl ghat the ancient Com-
plaint again®t Jjrael, is yEty=-applicable unto thee,
They forgat God their Sawoaﬂ---tberq'ore he faid that
he would deftroy them (I). Forgetfulnefs of God and
his Word is a Mother Sin ; for he that forgets his
Duty, cannot do it ; and as the leaft Forgetfulnefs of
the Law of God, 1s a Breach of the whole Law, fo
it thall iffue in the eternal Deftru@ion of the Guilty,
unlefs it be truly repented of, and pardgned by the
precious Blood of Chrift. Tbarefore corg/%;er this, ye

N that rorGET GoD, lef} he tear you in Pieces when

there fhall be none to deliver you ! Pfal. 1. 22,

8. Out-witting and over-reaching, 1is too commonly
counted no Sin, or, atthe moft, but a very little Sin,
It is too common with too many, if by telling Lies,
or by equivociting, or by over-praifing their Goods,
or b taking Advantage of the Ignorance or Neceflity

9 of thofc with whom they deal, they can fcrew out a

good Bargain, as they call it, or can get more Price
for their (Goods than they are worth; O how they
will fecretly boaft of it, and imputc it to their Wit
and Skill, and think it no Sin at all (m) | But O

il vain Man, it isa very great Sin ! Itis not loving thy

Neighbour as thyfelf ; it is not doing to others as
thou wouldft have others to do unto thee ; and fo

] thou art guilty of tranfgrefling the whole Law of

God at one Stroke (n). And as the leaft Qut-wit-
ting, Over-reaching, and Defrauding, isa Breach

] of the whole Law of God, fo it is a very great Sin,

which will bring the eternal Vengeance of God upon
thy guilty Head, except by Repentance thou forfakeft
it, and haft it pardoned by a living Faith in the

4 Blood of Jefus Chrift : For faith the Lord, Let e

1 Man go beyond and defraud kis Brother in any Matter,
becaufe that the Lord s the Avenger of all fuch,

N 1 Thef, iv. 6.

5

9. Co-

(1) Pfal. cvi. 21, 33. (m) Prew.xx. 24. {5 Diat. vii. 52.
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g. Couctoufuefs is tammnnly‘taunted éither no Sin, or
ot meff bu @ very liftle Sin. Thus many hug the
World fwe.tly in theit Heartss and ferve it Day and
Nrght ; and cover their Covetoufnels under the fine
Titles 2nd Nasmes of Neceflisy, Frugality, Indufiry,
and good Hufbandry, or fome like Pretence ; and if
at any Time, anv feemis to blame Covetoulnefs in o-
thers; -where is t2 Perfon that feeth and blameth it
in kumfelf ! Every onc is ready to count it no Sin,
but a Virtue in himfelf ; or if it be fo manifeft that he
cannot hide it under the Name of Virtue, yet he
thinks it but a very fmall Sin, that hath many good
Conveniences accompanying it, which.he thinks are
fufficient to make Attonement for it ; fuch as to be
able to give a few niggardly Alms to the Poor, &'c.
But whofoever counts Covetoufnefs a little Sin, yet
itis no lefs a Sin than fdolatry, Col, iir. 5. ’Tis for-
faking God, and making a God of the Werld, and
its perifhing Creatures : And the Ieaft Degree of Co-
vetoufnefs being a Breach of the whole Law of God,
it lays the Guilty open to .he Wrath of God, unlefs it
be forfakcn and pardoncd by the Blood of the Son of
God. No covetous Manm, who is an ldeiater, hath any
Inberitance in the Kingdom of Chriff anz of God, Eph.
v. 5. O then how great and monftrous a Sin is Co-
vetoufnels !

10. Natural, original Corruption, Hardnefs of
Heart, Impenitency, and Unbelief, are too commonly
counted either mo Sins, or at the moft but wvery little
8ins, O how the Generality of failen Mankmd are
tinder the Dominion of natural Depravity, which is
the Sced, Root, and Spring, of all Sin; and yet
think themfelves very innocent and holy, if they
don’t break out into fome great and fhameful altual
Wickednefs | Though they are indeed, as to their na-
tural original Depravity, Wretched, and miferabie,

and poery and blind, and maked, yet think t/)em[elw;

\ ric
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pich in Grace and Innocency, and do net feel any
Weed of renewing their Nature (¢). Though every
- Imagination of the Thoughts of their Hearts a e only E-
vsly and that contimually ; yet thev conceit, and will
affirm, that their Hearts are very good towards God
and Men (p). Thus original Sin, which 1. the
. whole Body of all Sin, is geacrally counted no Sii.
- And howv general is it, that thofe who look upin
Adultery, Robbery, Murder, and the like, to \ve
great Sins ; yet are no more troubled at their hard,
impenitcut, unbelieving Hearts, than if Hardnefs of
d Heart, Impenitency, and Unbelief, were no Sins at
ail ; or, atleaft, they are no more troubled, than if
| they themf{elves were perfeily free and innocent from
| thefe Sins.  And yet as all the fallen Race of fdam

are deéply guile of Hardnefs of Heart, Impeniteacy,
and Unbelief, [o thefe are the greateft and moft fear-
ful and dangerous of all Sins.  Oh poor deluded Soul,
Thou by thy Hardnefs and impenitent Heart, treafure/t
up unio thyfelf Wrath againft the Day of Wrath, and
Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of God ! Rom.
it. 5. And for Unbelief thou art condemned already,
and lied under the Wrath of God ! John iii. 18, 36.
By 15y Unbelief thou makeft (vod a Liar, 1 John v, 10,
Unbelsef is put in the Front of the black Catalogue
of Sins, for which thofe that live and die guilty,
Shall bave their Part in the Lake which turneth with
Fire and Brimflone, Rev. xxi. 8. Impenitency and
Unbelief are noc only a Breach of the whole Law of
(God, but alfo the higheft Contempt of the Goipel,
and the free Mercy and Grace of God in his dear
Son. It is a giving open Defiance to the Almighty,
his Law, his Gofpel, his Chrift, his Salvation, his
Heavenand all ! As Repentance towards God, and
| Faith towards our Lord ‘fefus Chrifft, is the Sum of

| D the

(o) Rew, fliv 37, (P) Geny viv 50 Hofi xiis 84 Prows xxi 60 Lake
xvh 1) |
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the Gofpel (g) ;5 fo Impenitency and Unbelief;
which thou counteft little or no Sins, are the only
great damning Sins that can ruin thee, or any elfe,
who have the free Offer of the great Salvation of the’
Gofpel. If thou wert guilty of all the a&ual Sins
that can be named, yet if thou truly repenteft by
forfaking thy .~ s, and truly believeft in the Lord
Jelus, all tha.. be freely forgiven thee, and eternal
Happinefs fhall be thy Portion (). Therefore, O
immortal Soul, do not any longer look upon thy o-
riginal Corruptions, Hardnefs of Heart, Impeniten-
cy, and Uubelief, to be little Sins ; but be convin-
ced that they are thy greateft Sins, and the only Sins
that can ruin thee ; yea, be convinced that every
Sin is very great, becaufe failing in any one the leaft
Point, makes thee guilty of tranfgreffing the whole
holy Law of God ! Let then this tranfgrefled holy
Law, be thy fevere Schoolmafter, to fcourge thee
unto Chrift, that thou mayft be juftified by Faith,
Gal. ii. 16. and iii, 10, 24.

And thus much to thew and prove that thofe Sins
which are commonly counted either no Sins, or, at
the moft, but very little Sins, are indeed monftrous
great, and Soul-ruining, Sins! So I come to fhew
briefly, -

5. How the leaft Sin is a Breach of the whole Law
of God, and a Forfeiting the whole Covenant of Works.

1. The leaft Sin 15 a Breach of the whole Law, as
the Law is to be confidered and taken conjunétively.
Though any one Sin, be not an a&tual, dire&t, and
intentional Breach of every particular Command, or
Prohibition of the Law ; as a malicious, or covets
ous Thought, is not aCuzi and intentional Adultery
or Murder 5 yet he that is guilty of the leaft finful
Thought, is guilty of not keeping the whole Law ;
tho’ ke be nor guilty uf tranfgrefiing actually every

| particular

(4) A3ixx, 21, 37, (r) Ifai, i. 18. Prew, xxviii, 13, Afls xvi. 3Xe
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particular Precept of it. He tranfgrefleth the whole
Law, tho’ not the whole ¢f the Law. Thu:, he
that wo.inds a Man’s Finger, wourds the whcle
Man,"cho’ not the whole, or every Member of the
Mz:n ; and he th: t breaks the leaft Link of a2 Chain,
breaks the whole Chain, tho’ he breaks not eve.y
particular Link of the Chain; and he that faileth in
the Performance of the Ieaft Article of a Bond, or
Covenant of Agreement, breaks and forfeits the
whole Bond or Covenant, and makes all void ; tho’
he fbould perforin every Asticle except fome one
little Article which he violates or faileth in : Even
fo, the leaft Sin is a Breach of the whole Law, con-
fidered and taken conjun&@ively ; a Failing in any
one little Peint, Command, or Prohibition, breaks,
forfeits, and makes void, the whole Law and Cove-
- pant, whereby Man, in his upright State, was to
keep in Peace, Friendthip, and Loye with his Cre-
ator ; fo that by the }Vorks of the Law, no Flefb fhall
ever hbe juf /fed, Rom. i** 19, 20,

2. The leaft Sin is a Breach of Love and Charity,
which is the Sum of the whole Law. Qur Saviour af-
fures us, That Love to God and Man, is the Sum
of the whole Law, Mat. xxii. 37,---41. Thou fhalt
love the Lord thy God with ] thy Heart, and with
all thy Soul, and wztb all thy Mnd—--xfnd thou fhalt
Jove tby Nengbour as thyfel, j ;5 om thefe two Command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets, And, faiih
the Apoftle, Rom. xiii. 1Q. [Love 15 the fulﬁllmg of
the Law. Sincere Love to Goc and Man, flowing
from faving Faith jn Ghrift, in Obedience to God,
apd regulated by his Word, and performed by the
Grace of the holy Spirit, is what the Gofpel requires,
and regenerate Believers are enabled to do, and is
. gracioufly accepted of God, only in the Merits and

Interceffian of Jefus Chrift ( /).
! D2 But

(f) ¢ Pet,ii, s,
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But the Law, ag a Covenant of Warks, did, and
ftill doth, require perfe® Love to God and Man, in
Man’s own Stren th, without the ieaft Failure (1) ;
which none of the fallen Racz of zéam sver could,
or can perform : And fo every the leaft Sin, flows
from Hatred of God and Man, and fo is a Breach of
that perfect Love and Charity whuch the Law requi-
reth ; and being a Breach of Love, it is a Breach of
that whole Law of Love. And tho’ fallen unrege-
nerate Perfons, may refrain from many notorious
A@&s of Sin, by reftraining Grace; and perform ma-
ny Duties towards God and Men, as to the Mattcr
of them, by common Grace ; yet becaufe they are
not performed with that perfe& Love, cvery Way,
~as the Law demands, they are a Violation of that
whole Law of Love, ' He that faileth in one Pomt,
is guilty of all, | ’

3. The ieaft Sin is againft the whole Authority of
God, in the whole Law, and in the whole of the Law
The whole Authority of God, the Supreme Lawgiv-
¢rs is as much in the leaft Ipta of hts Law, as in
the greateft. God forbids the leaft vain Thought,
by the very fame Authority as he forbids Adultery
and Murder ; fo that he who thinks the leaft vain
‘Thought, tramples upon the whole Authority of the
Lawgiver, as much as he-that commits Adultery or
Murder ; and he that tra nples upon the whole Au-
thority of the Lawgiver, ..amples his whole Law ur.-
der his Fezt :  And fo the leaft Sin is a Breach of the
whole Law, becaufe the leaft Sin is againft the whole
Authority of God ; which is equal in the leaft Tittle,
as in the grcateﬂ Command' or Prohibition of his
holy, juft, and perfect Law. He that defpifeth the
Authonty of (God in theleaft Cornmand or Prohibition
of his Law, doth defpife his Authority in the great-
¢ft; and he that can prefumptuouﬂy adventure to

tread

'/: v‘ G"a,o iiio I'OO
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tread upon the Authority of God by committing the
Jeaft Sin, hath an Heart that will adventure ¢o tread
upon the fame Authority, by committing the great-
eft Wickednefs, as foon as he meets with fuitable
Temptation and Opportunity to do it, {6 as to efcape
Punifhment from Men, which he fears more than the
immediate Wrath .of the Almighty. And thus, as
the leaft Sin breaks the whole Law conjun&ively,
and as it is a Breach of Love and Charity, and as it is
againft the whale Authority of God in the whole of
the Law ; fo it is a Breach of the whole Law, and a3’
Forfeiture of the whole Covenant of Works, He
that offendeth in one PLoint, is guilty of all. So I come
to thew briefly, -

6. How the leaft Sin deferves all the Punifbment due

for tranfgreffing the whole Law of God. -
O ye poor, ignorant, proud, felf-righteous Souls |
ye are ready to fay, Oh, This is a hard Saying, whe
can bear it (u) 2 and to queftion, How can thefe
Things be (x)? Ye are ready to charge God with
{ cruel Unjuftice, if for one vain Thought he chargeth
you guilty of tranfgreffing his whole Law, and to de-
ferve all the Punifhment due unto Tranfgreflors of
[ his whole Law. If the Cafe be thus, you are ready
] tofay, as Jrac} of old, That the Way of God is une-
1 gval, and unjuft, in his Dealings with you (y). Or if
thou art not grown to this Degree of Atheiftical Im-
pudenice, as thus to charge the Almighty to his Face,
with cruel Unjuffice ; yet thou feigneft and imagi-
neft, ihat he is altegether fuch a Ged as thyfelf (z),
who well approves of thy perverfe Ways and Judg-
ment of Things ; and that that which we call his ho-
ly Book (containing the true Revelation of himfelf
and his Will) is either altogether a falfe Forgery, or
that wepervert hisMeaning therein, only (asa Piece of
\ Priefi-

(u) Yobn vi, b9, () Fobniil 9 (y) Exeh, xviii, 25, 39« (3)
Filoss, 70 | -
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Pricf-craft, as tbou calle/t it) to frighten thee wit
feigned Dangers, fo as to enflave thee to onr domi-
neciing I'yianny (¢). Thus, by one blind Imagina-
tion or other, thou hardeneft thyfelf, in thy delufive
Dreams, againtt God and his revealed Will, in his
written Word,

But as God and his holy written Word is true, fo
it 1sevidentdly true, thac the leaft Sin deferves all the
Punifhment due tor tranfgrefling the whole Law of God,

1. Becaufe the least Sin is a Tranfgreffion of the
whole Law, o: I huave already proved. And 1t is in-
difputably evident, that he who 1s guilty of tranfgref-
fing the whole Law, juftly defcrves tg whole Punifh-
ment due for tranfgreflingit,

2. Becaufe the leajt Sin corrupts and poifons the
whele Nian, and makes him an utter Enemy unto God,
"This 13 evident by the firft Sin of Adam, which was
only eating a Morfel of a forbidden Fruit, and lo it
corrupted and poifoned his whole Body and Soul, and
all the World of Mankind ! Rom. v. 19. By one
Mar's Difopedsence any were made Sinners. And
every Sin, be it great or little, is of the fame Na-
ture, and produceth the very fame Effe&s: It not
only renders the Sinner guilty of eternal Damnation,
but alfo imprints a Blot and Stain of venomous Cor-
ruption and Depravity upon the whole Soul and Body
of the Sinner ; every the leaft Sin draws a Vail of
Darknefs, Blindnefs, and Ignorance upon the whole
Man (5) ; every the leaft Sin kiridles Hatred and En-
mity againft CCod and Holinefs, in the whole Man ;
and fets his whole Nature on Fire of Hell. to fin with
Greedinefs (¢). The very Nature of all Sin, ve it
counted never fo little, is to harden the Heart, and

to turn all the Affe®ions from God and his Law, un-

to all Sin and Wickednefs. The very leaft Jin, r(;:n-
ers

(aj Nym. xvi. 3, 13, 18, 14 Fude vetle 11, (5) Bpb, ive 37,18
(t) Jamesiii, 6. Epb. iv. 19,

}
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ders the whole Man utterly unable zud unwilling to
keep any Command of the whole Law, pleafing un-
to God. It renders the Sinner utterly uncopable, of
himfelf, to doany Thing but tranfgrefling the Law of
God contmuallv, one Way or other | The left Sin
renders the carnal Mind Enmity againf? God, fo that it
cannot be fubject to his holy Law ! Rom. viii. 7. ‘!ow
evident then is it, that the leaft Sin deferves all the Py~
nifhment due for tranfgrefling the whole Law of God.
And that,

3. Becaufe fallen, finful, polluted Max, cannot cure
and cleanfe himfelf from the morial Potfon and loathfome
Difecfe of the leaft Sin. Al Angels and Men cunot
cure and cleanfe any one Sinner from the leat Spot of
this filthy Leprofy, or the leait Grain of this dcadly
Poifon, And though the Blood of Chrift is a Fountain
epened to cure this venomous Dijeafe, and cleanfe this
infectious Leprofy (d) 3 yet every Sinmer is fuch an
Enemy to Chrift, and fo proud of his Jelf-fufficiency,
{o unable and unwiliing to come to this Fountain to
be cured and cleanfed, that none will ever come, ex-
cept God, by his Almlghty Power, draws him,
Henc», faith Carifty Yz will not come unto me, that ye
may have Life, ]ohn v. 40. And again. Ny Man
can come unto me, except the Father draw him, John

. 44. Seeing then that the leaft Sin pufuns and
polliu'tcs the Wlh()le Man, Body, and Soul; and that
the whole Creation cannot cure nor cleanfe away the
leaft Spot of the leaft Sin, nor fatisfy the Juftice of
God for the Guilt of it ; and that every Sinner is ut-
terly unable and unWIllmg to come unto the Fountain
of the Blood of Chrift to have his Guilt pardoned,
and his Difeafe cured and cleanfed ; how juftly then
doth the leaft Sin deferve all the Puniﬂxmcnt due for
tranfgreﬂing the whole Law of God. And that alfo,

4. Becaufe Punifiment for tranfgreffing the whole
Law

(d) Zechs xiiie 1, 1 Fobn i, 7.



[ 32 ]

Low and Coverand, was due to the leaft Sin, by the A-
gresment of God 'wttb Adam, and with ail Marzémd in
birs, in his ;prxgbt Staie in Paradife.  Gen. ii. 17,

Bui of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,

thou juaf; not eat of it 5 for in the Day that thou eateft
thereof, thou fhalt furely die.  And Chap. iii. 3. faith
the Woinan to the Serpent, Bus of the Fruit of the
Tree which isin the midft of the Garden, God bath faid,

¥e hall not eat of it, neither fhall ye TOUCH i, lzft ye
die.  Where you may fee, that fo little a Sin of Dif-
obedience to his Sov‘creign, Creator, and Lord, as
TOUCHING the forbidden Fruit, rendered Adam,
and all his Psiterity, in and with him, liable to
DeaTH ; wnmh as the Event proveth, confifts in
bodily fpmtual, :md eternal Death; even the whole
Pumihment due for breaking that whole Law and
Covenani, by that nne little A& of eating, or even
TouCHING the feibidden Fruit,

Now Adam was made in the Image of God his Cre-
wtor, perfeCtly wife; righteous, and holy (e) ; and
a8 he was endued with that Image, he was perfedtly
of the fame Mind with ‘God his Creator and Lord in
the whole of that folemn Afair ; nor could he, as
Turh, bte any otherwife minded ; and fo he perfeétly

agreed to the whole Propofal, Law,and Covcnant ofhls

Creaior and Sovereign Lord, both for hlmfdf and
wl! his Pofterity, That if | he would eat or TOUCH
the forb.dden Fruit, then he, and all his Ompring,
fhould juftly fuffer all the Punifhment of the Death
which his rightful Lord threatened, asdue for break-
ing that whole Law and Covenant. And thou who
urfeit old Adam, not for his Sin, but becaufe of the
fenfible Calamities that his Fall brought upon thee,
which . dcprive thee of the Pleafure of {wimming
?wcctly in bin forever ; as it is very cvident, in
thy Cortempt of Chrift, the new and fecond /Idam,
who

fe) Geno iy a7, Col. iy 100 Zpha ivg 24+
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Who offers freely to fave thee from thy Sins and Mi-
feries, and to raife thee into higher l)ngmty and Hap-
pinefs, than thou couldft have in and by the firft
Adam, if he had not tallen : Thou, [ fay, whoever
thou art, if thou hadft been perfonally there, endued
with the fame divine Image, as thy Father Adant
then was, thou couldft not but perfectly agree to
that Covenant, and fay, Amnten, to the awful
Threatring for breaking it ; nor couldft thou choofe
a more wife, righteous, and holy an Undertaker,
on thy Part, than he was. Yea, though thou waft
rot aCually and perfonally there, yet, as the Bran-
ches are in the Root of a Tree, fo thou and all
Mankind were naturally, originally, and feederally
there in the Loyns of Adam ; perfeltly agreeing to e-
very Precept, Article, Promife, and Threatning,
of that primitive Law antd Covenant : Ard fo Adam
and thou, and all Mankind in him, by ToucHING
and eating the forbidden Fruit, did, both he and all
Mankind, become juftly liable to fuffer all the Pun-
ifhment due for breaking the whole and every Arti-
cle of that Law and Covenant, as it is lamentably
evident in the Event | and all this by the free Agrec-
ment of Adam, and the Agreement of all Mankind in
him, with God, his and their Creator and Sovereign
Lord. Tbus by one Man Sin entered the World, and
Death by Sin, and fo Death paffed upon all Mm, for
thar all hav: finned 5 and in Adam all diey, and every
Mouth flopped, and all the World of Mankind guilty be-
Jore Gad ().

And according to that primitive Conftitution, it
is {till, and forevet fhall be, as to that Law and Co-
venant, even that the leaft Sin juftly deferves all the
Punifthment duce for tranfgrefling the whoie 2nd every
Part of it.

And tho’ we poor, fallen Apoftates; arc become

biind;

{f) wa, Y. I3, 1 CC". Xv. 22, Rom, iii, xgo
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blind, ignorant, perverfe, and finfully partial in this
Cafe ; yet God remains unchangeably juft and
true to his Threatning ; and will juftly punith every,
and any, the leaft Sin, ‘offevery impenitent, unbe-
lieving Sinncr, with the whole Punithment due for
breaking his whole Law and Covenant.

And thus thou mayft fee how the leaft Sin deferves
all the Punifhment due to a Tranigreflor of the
whole and every Part of the Law of God, as it is
written, He that offendeth in one Point, is guilty of
~all 5 and, Curfed is every one that continueth not in
all Things which are written in the Book of the Law to do
them, Gal. 1ii, 10. with the Text.

And if the leaft lota or Tittle be wanting, then it
i3 not all ; and if thou doeft not all, even every Inta
and Tittle, thou art wholly, in Soul and Body, un-
der the fearful Curfe of the Almighty ; and if thouliv-
eftand dieft under his righteous Curfe, thoufhalt know,
tothyeternal Woe, that theleaft Sin juftly deferves all
the Punifhment due to a Tranfgreflor of the whole,
and every Part, of his holy, perfet, and righteous
Law ; when he roars thee to'Lell, with a Depart
from me thou curfed into everlafling Fire, prepared for
the Devil and his Angels | Mat. xxv. 41.  And there
is no Remedy for thee on Earth or in Heaven, but to
renounce thy old Covenant in Adam, and by true
Golpel repentance, and Faith, fleeing for thy Life,
unto Chruft the fecond Adam, and his pracious Co-
venant, that thou mayft be faved, and that Sin be
not thy eternal Ruin.  And fo much fhall fuffice now
for the do&rinal Part ; fo I come,

7. o the Application,

Secing thercfore that it is evident, that the leaft
Sinisa Preach of the whole Law of God, and a for-
fening all the Privileges of the Covenant of Works,
we inay hence infer and learn feveral necefldry and

pro-
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profitable Inftru&ions, which I {hall but briefly hint
at.

1. Hence we may learn, that the M’ﬂi/?erf of Fefus
Chrift, fhould clearly and faithfully teach and pv ‘each tbz':
Truth. ’Tis a Truth taught by Adofes, the Prop.:
Chrift and his Apoftles, “and particularly by the ‘\..
poftle Fames in the Text : And as the Apoftle Pau/
did, fo all the faithful Minifters of Chrift are bound,
To declare the whole Counfel of God unta the People to
whom they are fent, A&ts xx. 27. This Truth there-
fore being Part of the Counfel of God, receive it as
fuch, and make a right Ufe of it to his Glory, and
your own Salvation.

*Tis true, there are many Teachers in cur Days,
who hardly ever meddle with this and the like
Truths, nor follow them as clofe as, by the Grace
of God, youhave had them ; becaufe they either are ig-
nc-ant of them, or were never experimentally con-
vinzed of the Corruptions wf their own depraved
Hea.ts ; and the f{piritual Extent of th. holy and
perfe® Law of God ; or they are afraid to difpleafe
Men, and for the fake of filthy Lucre, aim only at
pleafing of Men, and feeding their proud, legal, vain
Hopes, till both Teachers and Difciples fall, in a
Dream of Delufion, into the Ditch of eternal Perui-
tion | Mat. xv. 14.

O immortal Souls ! ’tis Iznorance of the Holinefs
and Righteoufnefs of God (g); ’tis Ignorance of the
Hulmeﬂ, Punty, and {piritual Extent of the Law of
God (4) ; ’tis Ignorance of the Nature of the Cove-
nanit made with all Markind in Adam ; ’tis Igno-
rance of the true Nature and Extent of the Fall of
all Mankind in Adam ; ’tis Ignorance of the leaft
Sin’s being a Breach of the whole Law of GGod ; ’tis
Ignorance of the Depth of the Corruption of their
own Hearts ; ’tis a being fo fpiritually dead in Sin,

as

(z) Rom, %, 30 (b) Rom, vil, 12, 14, Pfals cxix. 6.
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as neither to {ee nor feel the Motions and Workings
of their own Corruptions, in their own Hearts (1) ;
tis Ignorance of the Gofpel, and the Wav of Salva-
tion by the free Covermt of Grace (£); ’us Igno-
rance of the fanctifying Work of the hely Spint in
Regeneration (/) ; ’tis alfo Ignorance of that Holinefs,
flowing from true Gofpel-faith, which the Law of
God, as an everlafting Rule of Righteoufnefs, and
the Gofpel of Grace, require in the Life and Con-
verfation of all Proteflors of Chriftianity 5 I fay, ’ts
Jgnorance, either of all, or of fome or other of thefe
weighty Pomts, togethex with Pride and carnal Seif-
love growing upon this Ignorance, is the Occafion of
the moft deftru&tive Erross, Herelies, [nfidelity,
Atheifm and Prophanenefs, that rejgn in the World
at this Day, efpecially among Protdlors of Chriftia-
nity.
>[is from Ignorance in this Point, Pelagians deny
original Sin, and dream that fallen Man hath Power
to fave himfelf, without renewing Grace; and Armi-
pians dream that fallen Man hath a Eree-will to be
converted by meer moral Swafion, without fpecial
eftetual Grace ; and the wild Antinomian rejeéteth
the moral Law as a Rule of moral Duties to Believ-
ers, becaufe he cannot, or will not, diftinguifh be-
tween it asitisa Covenant of Works, and as it is an
everlafting Rule of moral Righteou(nefs unto Believ-
ers; ’tis Ifmoranr'c of this Pomt makes the proud
Socinian to rejc& the Merits of (,hnﬂ and dream
that be can be hisown Saviour ; ’tis Ivnorance in this
Point, makes Quagérs drcam that it is poffible for
Man to attain to o fin! efs Perfe@ion in this Life ; and
Lapifts to dream of Works of Supererogation, or do-
ng more (yood than God by his perfeét Law requi-
reth 5 Ignorance in this Point, is the Reafon of fo
guuch Ungudlinefs, and fo little of the Fear of God
ap-
(1) Rev.ij, v. 170 [#) Bemiiite 17, (1) Fobn i, 4.
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appearing in moft Profeflors of Chriftianity every
where, of whatfoever Denomination they be,

If this Truth was righily underftood, and foundly
believed, all deftruétive and dangerous Errors would
fall before i ity like Dagon before t/)e Ark (m) ; neither
would Prophanenefs, pra&ical Atheifm, and Irreligis
on, be fo common among Profeflors of Chriftianity
as it 1s.

As therefore this is a weighty Truth of God, which
we his Ambaffadors are bound to declare’unto you,
fo do you receive it in Faith and Love, and ftrive to
make a right Improvement of it, to ftir you up to
lay faft hold on the one anly Way of Deliverance
from Sin and Wrath, vy Jefus Chrift, ashe is freely
offered to you in the bof el,

2. Wemay alfo bence learr' and [ee the infinite Holi-
nefs and Fuftice of God. (G how infinitely pure is the
Holinefs and Juftice of the Judge of the whole
World, who is the Author of this Law, feeing the
leaft Sin, yea, the leaft Inclination to Sin, is a
Breach of the whole Law | O how pure are his Eyes,
who cannot look upon the leaft Sin without infinite
Anger and Difpleafure (n) ! And how juftly may
we cry out with the Men of Beth-fkemefh, Whoa is a-
ble to fland befire this holy Lord God ! 1 Sam. vi,
2@

Hence alfo fee the wonderful Purity, Spirituality,
and Largenefs, of this holy, and perfect Law of God,
It is a Lay that's boly, juf, and /pzrztual Rom. vii.
2, 14. Hence, fays the Plalmift, I bave feen an
End of all Perfettion, but thy Commandmmt is exceed-
ing troad, Pfal, cxix. g6. Oh the Largenefs of that
Law, that reacheth unto, and findeth out the very
leaft of our Sins | Oh the Spirituality, Purity, and
Juftice of that Law, which punifheth the leaft un-
pardoned Sin with eternal Dcﬂ:u&io,n ! Qh the in-

, comye

(m) 1 Sam, v, 3. (n) Hab. i, 33
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comparable Contexture of that Law, which cannot
Le touched with the Commiffion of the leaft Sin,
without breaking and forfeiting the whole | Behold
then how holy, juft, fpiritual, and large, the Law of
our God is ; and learn to ftand in fuitable Awe of it, |
det every one of you fincerely fay unto God, My |
Heart flandeth in dwe of thy Ward, Pfal. cxix. 161,

4. Hence alfs fee the fearful Nature of, and the un-
fbeakable Evil that is in the leaft Sin, Seeing the leaft
Sin that thou :anft be guilty of, is a Breach of the
whole Lav: of thy God, and makes thee juftly guilty
and liable to fuffer all the Punifhment due to a T'rani-
greflor of the whole Law ; Oh then, there muft be
an infinite Poifon of Enmity and Rebeilion againii
the infinite and Almighty Jehovah and his Law, in
the leaft Sin that thou art guilty of | Know thersfore
and fee, that it is an Evil and a bitter Thing, to for-
Jake the Lord by the lea? Siny Jer. ii. 19.

§. And moreover you may hence learn, how innume-
rable Way; and Times, all of us are guilty of tranfgre/-
Sing all the holy Commandments of our God.  Seeing of-
fending in one Point, makes us guilty of all ; Oh
how innumerable Ways and Times are we guilty of
all in one Day ; much more in all our Days ! Oh,
fays the godly Plalmift, Mine Iniquities are more in
Number than the Hairs of my Head, Pfal. xl. 12. And
again, Wha can underfiand his Errors ? Cleanfe thou
me from fecret Faults, Pfal. xix. 12, Oh how many
Millions of Waysand T'imes every one of usare guil-
ty of tranfgrefling every Command of the Law of our
God ! And how many Millions of T'imes over, doth -
every one of us deferve the whole Punifhment which
is juftly due for tranfgrefling the whole and every Part
of it !

6. We may hence further fee and learn, that no good
Work which we or any of Mankind can do, can merit a-
ny Bleffing at the Hand of God, 'The leaft Ignorance,

the
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the leaft Forgetfulnefs, the leaft Hardnefs of Heart,
the leaft Unbelief, the leaft vain Thought, and the
leaft Deadnefs and Defo of perfet Love, in any
Duty or good Work, is a Breach of the' whole Law
of God, and renders the Guilty and his Work liable”
to the Curfe and Wrath of God forever: And Oh
how much Sin is mixed with the beft Duties and
Works of the beft of Men in this imperfeét State !
And therefore faith the Holy Ghoft, by the wife Man,
There is not a juft Man upon Earth, that do:th Good,
and finneth nat, Ecclef, vii. 20. And faith holy Peul,
Ifind a Law, that when I would do Good, Ewvil ‘s pre-
Jent with me, Rom. vii. 21. And faith holy Foin,
of himfelf and all Believers, If we fay that we have
md Stn, we deceive ourfelves, and the Truth is not in
#s, 1 John i, 8. Now then feeing the leaft Sin
makes the Tranfgreflor guilty of tranfgrefiing ihe
whole Law ; how impofiible is it for any, by his
beft Duties and Works, to merit any Blefling or Fa-
vour at the Hand of God ? And what mad Delufion
is it in any, todream of meriting Heaven by his beft
Obedience to this Law, that will accept of nothing
lefs than perfet Satisfaction for the Violation of it in
Adam, and in our own Perfons ; and alfo perfeét, fin-
lefs, uninterrupted, perpetual Obedience, to the
whole and every Tittle and ]m of it (o) ?

We may bere alfo fez what contizual Caufe of
S/mme snd Humiliation every cne of us bhath before our
boly and rightous God. For, as the Apoftle faith of
hunfclf and all true Believers, 12 many Things we of-
fend all, James iii. 2. And fecing one the leaft Of-
fence, makes us guilty of all ; and that the all-feeing,
holy, and rightcous Eyc of God, marketh every
fecret vain Thought and Imamnatnon of our Hearts -
[f we believe and rightly confider thi vis, we will never
draw near unto God, in any religious Duty, with-

out

(o) Gal.iii. 12, Row. iii. 20,
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elat hol Blufhing, Shame, and Hunility ; confef-
fing, Tbat we are afhamed, and blufh to lift up our
- Faces to our God, becaufe our Iniquities are grown over
(ur Heads, and that our T refpafjfes are grown up unto
be Heavens 5 and that therefore we lie down at bis
" Feet in our Shame, and that our Confufion covereth us,

becaufe we have finned againft the Lord our God, Ez-
ra ix. 6. Jer, ii1 25.

8. This Truth may alfo tedch us what continual

Work of godly Sorrow and Repentance, we havé
while we lve in this World, Not only old Sins
committed in Time paft, but aifo our daily Sing
mauke unto us continrual Work for the continual
Exercife of godly Sorrow and Repentance. The
leaft Sin makes us guilty of all ; and we are daily
guilty, innumerable Ways | Repentance isa turning
from all Sin unto God 3 and as Sin follows us at our
Heels, ve2, works in our very Bofoms, fo it gives
Cauf.. of continual Sorrow and Repentance, in firiv-
ing to mortify it, and in turmng from it, unto God
and Holinefs, Herein we find the daily Luflings of the
Flefh againft the Spirit, and of the Spirit againft the
Flefb, and thefe contrary the one to the other, [o that we
cannot do the Things that we would ; and makes us,
with the Apoftle and all Believers, fo groan, being
burthened and to figh often daily, Cbwretched Men

that we are, whs _/ball deliver us from this Body of

Death (p)? As a Believer muft live by Faith, fo he
nuft live in the continual Exercife of chcntancc
‘while he continues in this World (g).
9. You tnay here further fee what great Work mufl be
dime fory and in a Sinner, before be be fit for Heaven,
Nothing that defileth, fhall enter t/me, Rev. xxi. 27.
Ne:tber Spot nor Wrinkle, of the Guilt or Pollution of
any the leaf? Sin, or zzy fuch Thing, muft be upon any
that fhall enter 1110 that holy and glorious Place, Eph.
v. 27. See-

(p) Gal.w, 17, 2 Cor. v, 4 Rom. vii. 24, (7) Gal. ii. £0. Pbil.
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v. 27. Secing therefore, that any the leaft Siny
makes us guilty of all, and pollutes and poifons our
whole Soul and Body ; Oh what great and marvel-
lous Work is here, for the ever running Fountain of
the Blocd of the holy Fefus, continually to wath away
our daily Guilt ; and for bis boly fanitifying Spirit, to
cleanfe away our renewed daily Pollution, by his con-
tinual renewing Grace ; till we, guilty, polluted
Wrretches, be at laft made perfe&tly righteous and ho-
ly, meet for the Inberitance of the Saints in Light (r) !
10. Whence you may yet jurthyr fee, the abfolute in-
difpenfible Need of the Mlerits and continual Interceffion
of Chrift, and the Sanc¥ification of the holy Spirit, ts
Jave a Sinner. For fedibg every Sinner is guilty of
innumerable Sins, and the leaft Sin ruins him for -
ever, as to any Thing he can do to help himfelf ;
then thou muft remedilefly perifh forever, unlefs
Chrift freely faves thee from all thy Guilt, and the
holy Spirit fan&ifics thee from alil thy Filth ; there-
fore thy Cafe is fo defperate, that thou muft have
Chrift and his holy Spirit to fave thee, whoever thou
art ; otherwife thou art everlaftingly undone ! There
is ny Salvation in an other, nor amy Name given un-
der Heaven among Mlen, that can fave thee, but the
- Lord Fefus, A&s iv. 12, nd thou muft have, as his
meritorious Death, fo bis contini.al living Interceffion to
Jeve thee, Heb. vi. 25. Rom. viii. 34. And thou
yhalt newer tafte Salvation without the Suaciification gff
ibe holy Spirit, 2 Thef, ii. 13. o
11, Hence we may yet further fee the infinite Value
and Firtue of Ghrift and his Blood. Yor whereas eve-
iy the leaft Sin breaks the whole Law, and that we
ave guilty of breaking the whole, Times and Ways
without Number ; therefore Chrift and his Blood,
that pardons and juitifiesevery true Believer from all his
F Guilt,
(r) Zech, xiii. 1.« Pobni. . Ewmek, xxxvi, 27, Febnive 14,
PUilipi. 8, 1 Pet,is 5 Collinz,



[ 42 ]

Guilt, muft needs be of infinite Value and Virtue,

As Chrift is God-man, fo his Blood i: the Bliod of
God, A&s xx. 28. And therefore 1* is precious Blood,

1 Pet. i. 18, 19. And Chrift and his Bloed is moft
precious unto every Believer, 1 Pet. ii. 7, Yea fo pre-
cious, That they count all perifhing ‘I?ng: but .Dung,
that they may win him, and be found in him, not ha-
ving their own Righteoufnefs, wbz.. 15 of the Law, but
that which is thro’ the Faith of Chrif}, tne Righteoufnefs
which 15 of God by Faith, Phil. iii. 8, g.

12. We may alfo here fee and lmm, the almighty
Efficacy of the holy Spirit, tn fanélifying a Sinner.
Seeing the leaft Sin makes the whole Soul and Body of
every Sinner, 2 loath(ome, #inking, moft abomma«
ble Thmg, in the Sight and Noftrils of the infinitely
holy Jehovah ; and that every finner poifons and
pollutes himfelf, and inakes himfelf thus loathfome,
and abominable, Times and Ways without Number,
daily ; then the Work of the holy Spirit in cleanfing,
fanétifying, purifying, and fweetly perfuming, fuch
a filthy Creature, by his Grace, muft needs be of al-
mighty Efficacy and Virtue. ’Tis no lefs than the
exceeding Greatne/s of the Working of bis mighty Power,
Eph. 1. 17,18, 19, 20.

12. Here a!ja we may learn what to think of all thofe
that allow, defend, or excufe themfelves, in any the
leaft Sin, agairnft (zed or Man., O Man, thou allow-
eft, defendett, and excufeft thyfelf in the continual,
aftual Violauon of the whole Law of thy Creator and
Preferver 5 and fo art under all the Cur(-~of his whole
Law, Deut, xxviii. 15,--2i, and Chap. xxix. 19, 21.

14. And moreover, we may bereby fee and learn, our
great [gworance of Sin, and our dreadful Stupidity, and
Hardnefs of Heart under Sin.  Oh if we did but fully
fee the infiuite and everlafting Evil of Guilt, Filth,
and Mifery, of every the leaft Sin, the Sight of it
would certainly wound bruife, and melt our Hearts,

otherwile
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otherwife than it doth.  Beholding his 8ins to be more
in Number than the Hairs of his Head, even innume-
rable, made the Heart of the godly Ffalmifi to fail and
jaint within bim, Plal. xl. 12. And fecling them a
Burthen too beavy for him, made bim to go mourning all
the Day lpog 3 and rear, by Reafon of the Difquietnefs
of his Heare, Pflal. xxxviil. 3, 4,5, 6, 7. 8. And
that it is not fo with us in fome Meafurs daily, is an
Evidence that our Ignorance of our Sins, and our
Stupidity, Hardnefs of Heart, and Unbelicf of the
Word of God, is very great and fhameful ! There-
fore, Lt us fearch cur Ways, and rent our Hearts, and
pruly turn unto the Lord, that Sin be not our Ruin (f),

- 15. Here alfoysumay [ee the unfpeakable Love of God the
Father, in giving his only begotten dearly beloved Som,
to fuffer and die the moft terrible Death, for [uch guilty
Tra:tors and Rebels, and fuch filthy Wretches, as we
are. (ruilty, guilty we are of tranfgrefling the
whole Law of our God, cafting it behind our Backs,
trarapling it, and his whole Authority in it, under
our Feet, and hereby rebelling, with a high Hand,
againft the Throne, Crown, and Dignity, of his moft
high Majefty, who is King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords : Therefore, that he fhould deliver his dear
Son to Death in the Room of andfor fuch guilty a-
bominable Traitors and Rebels, is the Effet of un-
expreflible Love. QOh, Hercin is Love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and [ent his Son to be the
Propitiation for our Sins (t). And herein, God com-
mendeth his Love towards us, in that while we were yet
Sinners, Chrift died for us (u).

16. Here aifo you may behold the incomparable Love of
Chrifly, in giving bimfelf a Ranfom to redeem fuch
wicked Traitors as we are. Qur Debts to the Law
and Juftice of (God, uare beyond Number ; and we
| F 2 can

([g 5‘«:;: iii, 40, Foel ii, 12, 13. Ezek, xviii, 30, () & Yoha iv,
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can do nothing but increafe our Debts, by heaping
Sins, Guilt, and the Curfes of God and his Law,
upon our Heads 3 that therefore the holy and glori-
ous Son of God, fhould moft willingly humble him-
{elf to be clothed with cur Nature, and in our Nature
give his innore;c Body and Soul to fuffer all the
Shame, Curfes, and Torments, due to fuch Wretch-
€s a8 we ; was, and is, the Effet of his incomparable
Love: towards us. , Hence the Apottle prayeth, That
we may know the Love of Chrift whichpafeth Knowledge,
that we may be filled with all the Fulnefs of God, Eph.
iii. 14,---20;

17. Here you may alfo be convinced of the invincible
Love of the holy Spirit, in undertaking io cleanfe and
Jan&lify fuch abominable Dunghills, of the Filthinefs of
8iny, as we are. The leaft of our numberlefs Sins,
make us fo venomous, filthy, and loathfome, that
neither we nor all the Creatureson Earth or in Hea~
ven, can cleanfe and cure us. Hence we are com-
manded, Neither to quench nor grieve the holy Sprris
(¥) ; becaufe if we defpife and grieve the holy Spirit
of Grace, we fhall eternally perith in our Filth, and
fhall lofe all the Bencfits of the Blood of Chrift ; for
dhofe that have mot the Spirit of Chrift, are none of bis,
Rom, viii, 9. And when the Pfalmift prayed for a
¢lean Heart, he prayed alfo, That God would not take
awady his boly Spirit from him (y) ; becaufe he knew
it was beyond the Power of any but the holy Spirit,
to create a clean Heart in him, or in any eife. How
incomparable and invincible then is the Love and
Grace of the holy Spirit, in his undertakir~ to
cleanfe, wafh, cure, and thoroughly fan&ily us, from
all the leprous Filth, putrifying Sores, and mortal
Wounds, of our numberlefs loathfome Sins !

18, Hence we may further fee our continual Need of
the Mercy of the Father, and the Merits of the Sané
ax

() x Téef v. 3¢, Epb, ivi 30. (y) Pfal, li. 20,11,
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and the Grace of the Spirit to fave us. Al, alas,
thc very beft of us fin every Moment one Way of
other ; and the very leaft of eur Sins make us gmlty
- of breakmg the whole Law cf our God ; and for
breaking the whole Law, we deferve eternal Dam-
nation. This, this is cur very Cafe, in, and of our-
felvea, every Day, Hour, and Moment s therefore
there is no Moment of our Lives, no Duty, civil or
religious, that we perform, but we have abfolute
Need of the free Mercy of the Father to pardon our
Imperfe&ions and Failures ; and the Ments and cons
" tinual Interceflion of the Son to purchafe and procare
~our Pardon ; and the continual Operation of the holy
Spirit of Grace, to renew and continue o " Paacb_
Hope, Repentance, Love, and every Gracc, in Life
and Exercife in our Souls ; and thereby continuing to
_cleanfe, cure, and fanélify us every Day and Mo-
ment, till we breathe out our laft (3afp, and enter in-
to the Society of the Spirits of juft Men made perfect
- (). Thcretore we have juft Caufe tu pray always
with the Apoftle, That the Grace of eur Lord feﬁa
Chrifty and tbe Love of God the Father, and the Gom-
munion of the holy Ghoft, may be ever with as, Amen, 3
Cor. xiii, 14. Asthethueglonous Perfonsoefthe incom=
prehenfible Trinity are ¢qual, and one, infaving Sin-
ners ;5 fo thofe that feparate them, as too many do,
by either prefuming on the Mercy of the Father,
witheut any Regard to the Merits m Chrit 3 or b}
prefuming upon the Merits of Chrif, without «ny
Régard to the fan&ifving Work of the Spirit 3 or
by prerendmg highly to Le led by the Spirit, without
any due Regard to the Merits and Madiation of Chrift,
fhall mifs of Salvation, and fha'l perifh eternally in
their blind Prefumptlo" and deluiive Dreams,

1G. #e may hewce + and Jee how dear and fweet
the Mercy of tbe Fatbar, and the Merits of the Son,
and

(x) Heb, %ii, 273,
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gnd the Grace of the boly Spirit, fhould be unto us conti-
nually. ' We become guilty every Mament of eternal
Perdition, for tranfgrefling the whole Law of our
God ; and every the leaft Sin which we areany Ways
guilty of, puts us intc this woful Cafe, of our felves,
orany Thingthat wecan do to help ourfelves: Ohhow
dear and precious then fhould the Thoughts of the
pardoning Mercy of our heavenly Father be unto us,
who continually pardons our jnnumerable Sins (a) !
And Ob how ravithing fweet thould the Meditation
of our dear Jefus, and his Merits, and continual
Interceffion be unto us, who procurcth continual
Pardons unto us (6) / And how precious fhould the
Thoughts of the holy Spirit of Grace be continually
unto us, “vho continually is renewing and fan&ifying
us; continually enabling us, bv Repentance and Faith,
to obtain our Pardons from our merciful Father in
the Blaod of his dear Son ; and who continually ap-
plieth the Promifes of Pardon and Grace unto us, for
our Comfort, under all our Guilt, Fears, and
Doubts ;- and who continually keeps us from deftruc-
tive Errors and Delufions, and leads us into, and
keeps us in, all faving Truths unto eternal Glory |
Oh dear Souls, Meditations upon the Mercy of the
Father, and the Mediation of the Son, and the
Grace of tae Spirit, thould be ever fweeter unta us
than our very Lives (¢) !

20, We may hereby alfa learn how highly we fhould
vaiue the holy and fweet Gofpel of our Lard T efus, in
the whole and every Part of it. The Law ruins us e-
ternally for the leaft Sin, and there 1s no Relief for us
but only by the bleffed Gofpel. ’Tis only the Gof-
pel that reveals the frée Love and Mercy of the Fa-
ther in Jefus Chrift his dear Son unto us ; ’tis only the
Gofpel that reveals Jefus Chrit as an all-fufficient

' Helpex

u) Pfal, diii. 1, 3, 1. . Vile bni, 2., (¢) Pla/s

o ppe Eji i g, () bl 380 3 Jebwen. (1 T
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Helper and Saviour unto us ; 'tis only by the Gofped
the holy Spirit worketh and perfe€eth all Grace in
| our Souls unto eternal (Glory ; if we lofe the Gofpel,
! we lofe all folid Grounds of Hope (d) ; but while the
| vileft Sinners enjoy the Gofpel, there is Hope for
| them (¢). Therefore we fhould value the Gufpe!
| jweeter than the Honey-comb, and more precious than
| Thoufands of Gold esd Silver (f). The very Feet of
thofe that preack the Gofpel of Peace, and bring glad
Tidings of Salvation, f[heuid be wery beautiful in our
| Eyes (g). All the Ordinances of the Gofpel thould
§ beas pleafurable unto us, As a Feaf? of fat Things, a
S Feaft of Wines on the Lees, and of fat Things full of
| Marrow, and of Wines on the Lees well refined (b).
| So I fhall conclude with a few Exbortations, And
here then, . |
y 1. Letus all fudy to know Sin in its dreadful Nature,
' By the Law 11 the Knowledge of Sin, Rom. iii. 20.
Let us then ftudy to know the Holinefs, Spirituality,
| and Extent of the Law ; and examine ail our A&ti-
ons, Words, and Thoughts, by it, that we may fes
wherein we tranfgrefs it by Sins of Commiflien or
Omiflion. Let us fearch deep and very clofe intd ocut
- Hearts, that we may know our Corruptions and
Degiavities, which are the Seed, Root, and Spring,
of all our finful Thoughts, Woids, and A&ions.
Our Hearts are deceitful above all Things, and defpe-
| rately wicked (i). ‘Therefore we muft watch our
Hearts diligently, in order to find out the deep Roots
! of ourSins (#). And as Repentance is 2 Work du-
ring our Life, fo fearching out our Sins is a Work
during our Life alfo, And as Sin isa fubtle Traitoi,
that every Way fludies our Ruin ; fo it hides itfcif fe-
cretly in fome dark Corner or other of our Hearts ;
and
(4) Epb. i, 12; (e) x Tim, i, 1§, 36. (f) Pfdl, xix. 7, 8, ¢ 10¢

Pfdlﬁ cXiX. 73, 127. (g) R‘m» Ko 150 (b) I/‘id XKV 6' (l} y"'
xvile 9. () Prew.ive 23, -



{ 48]

ard muft be narrowly fearched out with the Candle of
the holy Law of God, and deftroyed, elfe it will &~
cretly work our Deftruction unknown to us, |

As the Method of the Phyfician is to fearch to the |
Bottom of the Wound in order to makea found Cure, fo |
theoaly right Method for us to obtain afound Cure for
our bouls, is to fearch the Wound of the putrifying
Sores of our Sins to the Bottorh ; that in the Light
of the Law and the Gofpel, we may fee the World
of Corruption that is in our Hearts ; that by the
Sight and fore-feeling thereof, we may be drwen un-
to Chrift our only Saui- phyﬁcnan, and kept under |
his Hands till we be perfeétly healed. For this End
then let us confcientioufly ﬂudy to know our Sins, an¢
the dreadful Nature of them.

2. Let us ever keep in our Minds the dreadful Mers;
of the leaf? Sin.. You have heard, again and agaii.,
that the leaft Sin juitly deferves cternal Damnation, .
by the juft Law of the righteous Lawgiver and J: dgm
afall the World : Letus then not meafure and weira
our Sins by our own corrupt and perverfe Imagmatz-
ons and judgments, but by the holy agd perfect Liw
of God, that we may proportion our godly Sorrow,
Humlhatmn, and Repentance, anfwerable there.n-
to ;" and may value the Gofpel-falvation according .+
its unvaluable Worth,

3. Let xs fhredy to underffand the Law as it isa  o-
venant of Werks, The Law, asa Covenant of W 1 ks
can do nothing but fhew our Sins unto us, and cu fe
us, for our leaft Sin, into the eternal Flames ot .iell
(4). Let ue underftand and be convinced of this,
that we may abhor the Opinion of any Me:it in any
Good that we can do, but to coant ourfelves ¢very
Way unprojz:a&le Servants by all our beft Ser -5 | )

4. Give ol Diligence io underfland the rats: and

Preczoufnej; of the Gquel as it is @ Govenant of i Itrcv
and

(*) Gal. iii, 10, Mat, xxv, 1. ( l) Luke xvii, 19,
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aid Grace.” *Tis a new znd living Way to fave thee

from the Guilt; Filth, and Bondage of Sin, by the
‘Almighty Power, free Mercy and f3race, of God

in Jefus Chrift, ‘thro’ the San&ification of the holy

Spirit.  *Tisa Way wherein God freely gives Grace,

and freely rewards the Fruits of his own Grace in
thee, for his own fake (m). He gives Grace and
Glory (n).:  The Gofpel is Glad-tidings of great Foy to
the vilefl Sinners, that will accept of the Salvation freew
ly offered by it (o). Giveall Diligence therefore right..
ly to underftand the Gofpel, that thy Feet may be
turned into, and guided in, theonly Way to eternal
Happinefs. = - S '

.

5. Give al] Diligence fo know Fefus Chrift 2nd thy

-abfolute Need of him as be isrevealed in the Gofpel.
‘Life " eternal is to know the only true God, and Fefus
Chrift, whom he hath fent, John xvii. 35 Determine
and refolve with thyfelf, to know nothing in Comparifon

of Tefus Chrift, -and him crucified (p) Know him fo
as to know thyfelf uyndone utlefs he faves thee.

Know him as to his, glorious Perfon, Offices, and

Benefits. Know him fo as fo believe-in him as he is
made of God, Wifdom, Righteoufnefs, Sanitification,

and compleat Redemption, to all that receive him (),

Know and believe in him, fo as to count all Things but
Dung, that thou mayft win bim, and be eternally fa-
ved by him (r). e 5
" 6. Prasfe God for his holy Law, which difcovereth
thy Sins unto thee, and thy woful Mifery by the leaft
Sin, We may truly: fay with holy Paul, That we
could never know Luff-to be a damning Sin, exccpt the
Law had faid, Thou fhalt not covet, Rom. vii, 7.
‘Thou wilt never truly value the Gofpel, till thou ar¢
thoroughly convinced of thy Sins and Mufery ; and it

| G is
(m) Ifa:’. v. 1,2, 3. (%) Pfal. Ixxxivs 11, (o) 'Lubeii. 10, T1.°

Udi. i, 18. lnd‘Chabf {v¢ 6,'70 R‘Vn xxii, 17, (P) 1 Cor, iio F 1% (g)
& Coreiv 30, (r) Philip. ifis 8, 90
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is only by the Law thou muft-be convinced of that,
Blefs God then for his Law, and make {Jfe of it as
thy Schoolmafler- to whip thee usnto Chrift, that thou
mayft be juflified by Faith, Gal. iii. 24.

| ;ﬂ Pia{}cﬁGodb}br his Gofpe! and his Son to fave thee
‘frem the Curfe of the Law. The Voice of all Believ-
ers is, Chrift bath redeemed us from the Curfe of tha
Law, being made a Curfe for us, (al.iii. 13. As
then every the leaft Sin makes us liable to all the dire-
ful and eternal Curfes of the Law ; fo we fhould al-
ways thank and praife God for his dear Son to redeem’
us from thefe Curfes ; and ta purchafe for, and be-
ftow upon us, all fpiritual and heavenly Bleflings ;
and we fhould praife him for his bleffled Gofpel,
wherzin Chrift is freely offered unto us. Ob let ug
fing unto the Lord, and fhew forth his Salvation from
‘ Day to Day, Pfal. xcvi. 2.

8. Let us regulate and manifeft our Thankfulnefs and
Praife for the Salvation of the Gafpel, by our Gofpel-
ebedience to the Law in all Toings. Let us endeavour
to underftand clearly and folidly the w Je Difference
between the Law as a Coven:at of Works, and as
it is an everlafting Rule of our moral Love and Righ-
teoufnefs towards God and towards all Men. Thq
Law, as a Covenant, s not of Faith, bu: as a Rule
of Gofpel-obedience, it is not againf? the Promifes of
the Gofpel, but perfe@ly agreeth wich them, Gal,
iil. 12, 21.  The Sum of the Law is perfeét Love to
God and Man, Mat. xxii. 37, 38, 39. The Law,
as a Covenant, curfing us to Hell ; tor any the leaft
Defed in this, drives us, by the Gofpel, unto Chrift
for Pardon and Juftification, Gal. iii. 10, 34. And
then when by Faith we have rightly underftood, and
in fome faving Meafure tafted the Grace and Love of
(sod by the Gofpel ; the Gofpel fends us to the mo-
ral Law, as it is a Rule of Love and Righteoufnefs,
to leagn our Dutics of Gofpel-love and Righteoufnefs

: towarde
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towards God, not only as our Creator and Prefery«
er, but alfo as our Saviour from our Sins and Mifea
ries ; and alfo to learn our Duties of Love and Righ-
teoufn.. towards all Men, The Law as 'z Rule
teacheth us our Duties, and the Gofpel gives Grace
and brrcngth to do our Duties. And as our befk
Goipel-obedience is very imperfet, fo the Gofpel
atdds us unto, and keeps usin, Cu.nl by Faith; by
whofe continual Interceflion, our Pcr[ons and fin-
cere, tho! imperfe®, Love and Obedicnce is accep-
table and well-pleafing in the Sight ol the Father,
Eoh. i, 6, 1 Per. ii. §.

Let us <hen well underftand- this rea} Dn&mc’i‘tnon,
‘That we may not or. the one Hand fet up ihs Law,
as a Covenant, in the F.oom of the Gofpel ; nor,
on the other Hand, caft away tie Law as the Rule
of our G o!pel-obedacncc, under Pretence of exalting
the Gofpel, Chrift, and frre Grace. Some Sort of
painted Mo*al:tv, in outward Shew, may be where
there is no real Chriftianity ; but real, true, and fa-
ving Chriftianity, ran ncver be in any Mau without
veal Morality, iz a conf:ientious Performance of all
moral Dutier towards God and Man.

High Precences to Piety in obferving fomeDuties of
the firft Table, while R.ighteoufnefs towards Men,
required in the fecond Tablc of the Law, is negle&t-
“¢d ; or, on the other Hand, high Pretences to ngh-
teoufnels, Honefty, and Mercy towards Men, when
prue aétual Pncty towards God is negle®ted, in whole
or in Part, isa threwd Sign of an unrenewed hypocri-
tical Heart. For then thou fhalt not be afbamed when
thou '4ff Refpect unto all the Commandments of God,
Pfal cxix. 5, 6.

Be cunfcientious then, O immortal Souls! to
fearch the Scriptures, a. \:l to ufe all the Means which

God appointed and afforc«th unto you, that you may

sightly yrderftand the Law and the Gofpel, foas tq
| - improve
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~ inprove both to the Glory of the Righteoufnefs, 28
well as the rich Grace of God in Chrift, to your e-
ternal Salvatior.. - .
And peay clveivs with all Prayer and Supplication,
Thai »¢ izod of . Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of
Glor, may give you the Spirit of Wi/dom and Revelais-
on r e Frowledge of him ; the Byes of your Under-
Sinaing being eniightened, that ye may know what is
by Hope of his Calling, and what is the Riches of the
Gliry if bls Inberitance in the Saints, Eph. ic 17, 18,
Pray, " that you being in Chrift delivered from the
Cuife of the Law, ‘as 2 Covenant, .the Spirit of
farage, according to the New Covenapt of the Gof-
. pely may write the Law in your Hearts, which may
roduce ovutward Golpel-obedience unto it, in all
Things, - as it is write:n in your Bibles ; and that
yout fincere outward Obedience may be an Evidence:
fits being.written in yoSr Hearts, to your Com-
rthere, - agd your endlefs Glory hereafter,” thro’ the
houndlefs Mercy,of the Fathey, in the Son,. by the
holy Spicit : To whom be all Honour and Glory
foreverand ever, Amen. \

.
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~ Page 19, Line 4. for foarfal resd fearfully.
. Page 13, Line 7. for commos read commonly,
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