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| 1 Thefl. 5. 12,13,
" And we bfecb you, l’retbrerz, o |
- kaow them which labour among
youy and are over you in tﬁc :

Lord, and admosifb you :
And to (yfacm them very bighly i

bve for ibeir Works fake, ad |
bg at peace amom yom:f fvé:r. 3

ESIGNING now
ﬁv as much Lxcucy £S
th{‘ nature of the Cafe
@o’ and the ¥ ﬁ‘r\t@é&-

® fion : wille Béﬁﬁ' dh i
may here obferve, Th.l"ﬁ!i O
fllc having cxhorted -the’ :
lonians and all(,hnﬁmﬂﬁi ,
more private Daties of* D

nity, tor the mutual.
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' of oneanother, dothinthe Words
- that 1bhavenow rcad nntoyon asit
- were; prevent a2 Miftake thetmight
~ -arifefrom what he had now {poken, -
~ left his exhorting them to edi= |
" {y and comfort onc another, fhould
- make them defpife the Publick
. Miniftry as aneedlefs thing : No, -
. no, I mean not fo, faith he; But,. '
- znd befides, or furthermore, He
- Befeech you brethren, to know them
. svbich labour among you, and are
 over yos in the Lord, &c. Where,
~ for the Divifion of the Words we
gy dricfly obferve. .
1. Tke Subjett fpoken of. Towit,
- the Officers of the Houfe and
- Charch of God ; and that, not cxe
 cluding other Charch Officers war-
~ rapted by God’s Word, it isto be
- .underfoed here principally of the
. Miniters of the Gofpel. And
- theg we have here
3. ¥he Nature of their Office, "tis
. 20 work, to labeur, to rule, to admo-
~ tife.  Of which we fhall {pcak in
T its
| 4
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its proper Place and Orderanon.
s, The Objet about which Miui=

¢ ﬂns exci'cife tbezr labartom Offce.
"And thar is, The Church of God.
They labour 2mong you, they are
over yex, and they admonith yorr,
faith the Apoftle What you he
means he tells Chap. i. 1. Ths
.Church of the Thellalonians, which
is in God the Fatber, and in the
Lord Felus Chitfh, And fo of ev-
ery fuch Church, then, and thence, -
cvery where, to the End of the
World.

4. Tbe Duty of all Churches- of
Cbrsz ‘towards the Minifters m‘d
Of/’zcers of bis Houfe. thre wc
may take Notice of |

(1 ) The Duty iticlf, Ta k:m: "
:md g/fecm them ver bh.a
{2y The great' -
}t:c of this Duty l&;‘%p?%{k "
ake.
B Thc manncr of pbt,, ﬁ?g
this Duty, In Love. - - 'ir
(4 ) An indifpenfible W’énd
A3 Hcl ) |
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lv Help to perform this Duty, to
!
|

. .wit, Chriftian Peace, And be as
- Peace among your felves. Thenin !
the Words wc have
5. The Perfons enmjoyning the
Duty, We, that s, as Chap. i. L.
We Paul, Sylvanus and Timothe-
us ; we the Minifters of Chritt, in
his Name and by his Authority,
cail you to this Duty.
. 6. The Manncr how they en-
- joyn this Duty, /e befeech you
- Brethreu, &c.  You profefs your
felvesChildren of the il:mc Father,

- Partakers -of the fame Grace and
Hope with us: And tho’ we have
LAuthority to command you, yet

we choofe rather to befeech you
to obferve your Duty herein.
Now, having thus briefly confid-
cred the Contents of the Words,
X fhall obferve only .70 Do&rines

- in them, fuitablc to ihc prefent

" Occaiion. ‘

I. DOCT. Tbst the Calling

. ond Employment of the Mmyig; 0

. ri
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| Cbrift is a very laborvious ¥Works
They are here faid to work sod :
labour among a People, end to rule -
and admonifh them. in the Lord.. -
" But not to ftand here now, to cite
the many Scripture Teftimonices,, -
- that abundantly prove the Truth. .
of this Dofrine, except fuch ae |
come in our Way in the Explica- |
tion, I fhali proceed to give a.
fhort Hint as to thefe four things,
iz, T |
I. Who are Minifiers efus:
Chrif? 7 0f ?ef ’
. To this I aafwer, Minifters of |
\ Fefus Chrifp are particular Men
gifted and fitted by bim, and pus }
into this Qffice according 1o'bis Rules |
and Scriptnre Laws:. Hepce it is -
written, Eph. iv. 8, 15,82 (bas |
when be ajgwdqd o Righy; b gdve |
Gifts uyto Men 3., Avd. pove foiwe
fpoftles, and fome Prophiass;, and
Jome Evauvgelifis, and fivie Pifiprs
a1d Teachers o -For the perfoctingof: 4
the Saints, for the Work of the Aie
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wifiry, foi the edifying of the Body of

Chrift.  Seeing then,’ all the Mini-
{ters of Chit are gifted, given,
-and {ent by him, toat under him,

and by his Authority, in the great
and moft weighty Affairs’ of ~ his
Kingdom in this World, then a
Minifter of Jefus Chrift ought and

muft be -

1. A Man found in’ the Fuaith

. once-delivered to the Saints. ~ Jude

v. 3. Hence, befides many other
places of Scripture to the purpofe,

~ the Apottle charécth Titus torake

o e e . 12 ¢ e . g 5. e s #++ w1 o

- Church, nor to pervert the anci-

care, 1hat the Bifhops or Mini-
fters in Crete fhould dbe jonud in

‘the Faithy that they might be able

by found DoSrine both to exhort €3
convinc. Gainfayers. 'Tit. 1. §,-14.

-Chrift is the great Prophet of his
“Church3 and his Ambaffadors
" muft:teach nothing but what he
. revealed and commanded.: A Mi-
“nifter of Chrift is not tobringnew

Do&rines and Dreams into his

cnt

]
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ent Do&trines and Troths, defive
ercd 1o us by Chrift and his Apo-
fles in the written Word © Bute-
very Miaifter of Chrift muft have
e right Underflanding and B.lief
of the Truth as it isin Jefus, that
he may be able to ‘eed the Flock,
not with Poifon, k_.cs, and Dclu-
fions, bat with found {sving Fruths.
A Minifter of Chrift mutt in ane-
minent fpeciagl Manner continme
cadfaftly iu the Apfiles Docirine,
AQs 1i.42. And us the Apoftic
fays, Galat. i. 7,8, 9. If we or an
.}t;gcl from Heaven, o any otber
Man, preach or teach you any otber
Gofpel,or pervert the Gofpel of Chr. 1,
bet bim be accurfzd. And doubte
lefs without feafongbicR epentance
he will be accurfed fop even A
Minifter of Chrigt thea.muft oc
found in the Faith, and b muft be
2. A Man of Learving. .angd
Knowledge. Whatever. toodiany,
by a fond Drésm. and. Conceik,
prattle again human Learning i
! 2 Minifter

:,:',




3 10-{o
-2 Minifter-of Chrit, yet we are
-fure that Learning and: Religion
ever did, and do; fall er flourffh
together :. And that under ¢k
Old Teftament, the Prophets had
their Schools and Colleges: And
that tho’ our Saviour called poor
Hliterate Men,, to be his Difcipl
and Apottles; “yet he kept them
in his Schooi a while, hetore he
fent them to preach: And when
he afcended to Heaven, and ieft
them to0 ' manage the Miniftry
-themfelves, he'put them to the
School of the Holy Ghott, tolearn
Languages and other Thingsin an
cxtraordinary Manner, betore he
would {uffer or venture them to
be publick Mirifters in his Church.
A3si. 4,5. and4§. 1,~-13. Which,
with other things;:nyay fully con-
vince all; exceptthe coriceited, or
deluded Ignorants, thatfit is the
Will of Chrift, that his Minifters
fhould be Men of Learring.

And



~ And as to Knowledge, efpe-
cially in Divine Things, they
ald excel others. “lis faid,
THer. iii. 15. That the Piflors ac-
wrding to bis fleavt,: which God
|gives 2o bis People, fball feed them
with Knowledge and Underfland-
ig. And it was the Great Com-
‘imendation. of Apollos, Tkat be
‘\was migbty in the Scriptures, A&s
aviii.. 24, 28. 'The My#crics of.
‘[tGodlinc'fs are greatand deep; and”
. tho’ Minifters have thcir different
- Degrees and Meafure. of Know-
: ledge, yet all of them. fhould be!
 futpmished with a f{ufficiént . Mea-
 {ure of Knowledge. in the:Myfte-:
ics of the Gofpel, fo as tc be a=
¢ to explain and apply them,
ccording. to the various Cafesand
nditions of their Hearers, and
hofe: they-¢onverfe with; andmot
o reft iniany Meafure: of Know-:
edge; ‘but by hard Studies, Rea~
ing, Mecditations; and continual
rayer, to be all their Days dig-
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ging in the Gofpel Mine, for fur
ther, riper, and more experimer
tal Knowledge of Divine Myf
rics and Traths, for the Edificag
tion of the Church of God, the
Difcovery of Satan®: Delufions,
and their own Comfort. Hence
that weighty Exhortation of the
Apottle to & Gofpel Mimdter; o
Tim. iv. 13, 1§. Give atzewdunce t
Rlﬂdmg, e meditate. apon: tb
Thiugs, give thy. [eif whelly. wmy
shesms, tiut thy Profiting may af
pear swio adl. Aud then 2 Mini
fter of Chrift thould alfo.be

3. A Man of Usterance. ~~
muft be ablc in a compctent Mea.
fure to communicate his Thoughe
and Knowledge, unro ochers: for
their Edification.  And as this is}
a Gift of God not heftowed upor
all Menj fo the Avoftle crave:h
the Prayers of the Faithiul in this
Macter. Coloff: iv. 3, 4 Huthu
prayiug alfo for us, rhai od would
open wuto us a Daor of Usterance,

| 10
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Yo [peak the Myfiery of Chrifl—=that
I 1{2;)' make itﬂmanyff;ﬁ as I oaght
Nto fpeak. As our Lord had it in
an eminent Manner, {o all his Mi- -
nifters in their Mecafure have, and
muft have, thc Tongue of the
Learned to know how to fpeak a
'Word in Seafon to the weary, as
their various Cafes require. And
then 2 Minifter of Chrift muft be
4. A Maun of Faithfulns(s. He
muft be a faithful and trae Man.
Hence that Apoftolick Rule, 2
Tim. ii. 2. The Things which they
\Pafi beard of me among tany Wit
nefles, the fume comwit thos to
faithtul Men, who ball be able
10 teach others alfo. Thefe - that
take upon them to teaéh otBgis
as Minifters under Chrifpy: 108
great Myfteries of Salvatits) ntufty |
Ibc Men of great Truth, Sirerity:
Jand Faithfulnefs. A Minifter of
hrift muft be faithful to deliver
the whole Counfc!l of God to his
People, whether it be for Doérine,
B Reproof,
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Reproof, Corretion, or Inftruce|
tion in Righteoufnefs. He mauft
be faithful to fpcak 2 Word in
fealon: Faithful to God and taith-
ful to Men : Faithful to rich and
poor, high and low, old and
%coung: Faithful in Word and

ed : Faithful in all Things.
A Minifter of Chrift muft be alfo

5. A Man of Holinefs. He muft
be a holy Man above the common
Sort of Chriftians. “Tis an awful
Thing for a Man that is undegthe
Power of Sin, Satan and Death, to|
be ftudying, preaching, and ad-
minif{tring the Do&rines and Or-
dinances of fpiritual and eternal
Life ! "T'was woful Comfort for
many that helped Neab to build
the Ark, to be themfelves drown-
ed in the fearful Fiood ! "Tisnot
doubted, but that the Sovereign
Lord may, and fometimes doth,
blefs his lively Oracles ia the
Mouths of ugholy Minifters, for

the good of fome ; and that carnal
Minifters
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Minifters may have gy
low them, than the fine®¥e Ay
fadors of Chrift: Yet as God re=

quires Holinefs in ajl h:a}‘copk,* |

he requires it micl mog¥ in the
Stewards of his Holy* hings.
God ordinarily works by fuoitablé
and agrecable means, in conver-
ting Sinners to himd:lf, and edi-
fping his People in Grace & Com-
t{;rt, by his Blefling upon the faith-
ful Labours of holy, devout, and
heavenly Minifters. B

Therefore a Minifter of Chrift

thould be a Holy Man, enducd

with the Graces of God’s Holy
Spirit, in Faith, Repentancé,

Love, iIomility, Mecknefs, Zcal,
Paticace and™3ll heavenly Gifts,
in fome good meafure; fitting him
for his great Work : Téas 2y ta-
king beed to bimfelf and to bis Dos
Grine, and continuing in them, bé

inay both fuve himfelf and ;hmt%g' |

bear bim. 1 Tim.iv. 16.

Jncither the Charch, nor the Stew- -

B a ards

e

. 3
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. we bebaved our [clves among you
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ards of the Houthold of God,!
fhould call or admit any unto this
holy Calling, but {uch as, in the
Judgment of Charity, they truft
and hope to be truly gracious and
holy Men ; leaving the Searching|
of their Hearts unto God znd
themfelves, to whom it belongs.

. Bat as totheir ontward Conver-
fation, they muft be holy, watk-
ing in all the Duties of Holinefz
that God requires in his Word,,
and free from every Thing and'
- Pratice that is contrary to Holi-
nefs, 'That as thofe primitive
. Minifters of Chrift, they may ap-:
peal to God and Man, and fay, 2¢.
are Witnefles, and God aljo, bow
bolily -and jufily and unblameably

that believe, 1 Thef, ii. 10. Thus|
a2 Minifter of the Holy Jefus,
muft be a holy blamclefs Man;
and he muft alfo be '
6. A Man called of God, and by
. him pus into the Minifterial ;)I//?ge;
cbr,

4
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Hebr. v. 4. No Man taketh this
Honour to  binfelfy it dwthat is .

(1.) There is an inwgd@-Call of
God’s Spirit in ike Mas’s. ows ;

Hears. A Man thgt eatems the -
- Holy Miaiftry fhowid jooke.very -
“narrowly to this Cally left he be
“led by his own earthly, carnsly.
. ambitious Spirit, or by the Delu- -
fion of Satan, and not by the o=
ly Spirit of Chrift, to this belp =
Calling. The Apoftic. tcHs us, -
That if 2y Man bath not the Spie
vit of Chrift, be is nome of bis 5 sute -
that the Coildren of God areled by
bis Spirit. And {ceing all._the !
Children of God - é f¢ that 4
they have the Spirit of Gld{t, dad ..
be led by him, much -more hgast

his Minifters to look to thisvgy +

Now the Spirit of Chriftinthis
refped is a gitting Spirit,, iaclin=
ing the Man to ufe the right meaas,




o 7 W
f to fit him for this Work : He is
|- alfo a drawing Spirit, which doth
g’ not follow But powerfully draw-
8 cth, our.Spirits to the Work
E purelyin Obedience to God, when
J,g)crbaps we be more inclined to
i Toliow fome other Calling, as we
g fec in Mofes and Feremiab. 'The
e~ 8pirit of Chrift alfo leads a Man
£ to the right Ends of his Holy
E  Calling, to wit, the Glory of God
' and building of his Houfe : And
. in the whole, He leads kindly and
t  regularly, according to his own
- Rules in the Word, inall Things.
t And every one that enterethupon
¢ this weighty Calling, muft look
' narrowly, as far as he can, to this,
i in all Singlenefs' of Heart, as he
; would have the gracious Prefence
b and Affitance of God with him,
. enabling him to fulfil his Miniftry,
. with Courage and Comfort ; that
. he be not at every Difficulty fmit-
. ten by his own Confcience, with
E an Who bath called or feut you ;p or
bo ~
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Who batb required this at your
Hands ¢ Ifai. 1. 12. .
(2.) A Mivifier muft be cal=
Jed by the Church of Chrifi upto °
the Minifierial Qffice. Chrift our
King hath commanded his Church
to try the Spirits, and to beware
of Falfe Prophets, 1 ob. iv. 1.
So that pone hath Power from
Chrift to impofe himfelf, nor may
any Man be impofed as Minifter,
upon his Church without a regu-
lar Call. This Cali muft be fome-
what equivalent to that of the
Macedonians to Paul, Afs. xvi.
9. Come over into Macedonia and
belpus : Whereby (as Paul there
ver. 10.) a Minifter, on fome good
Grounds, may affuredly gather that
the Lord bath called bim for to
preach the Gofpel to fuch a Pecple.
(3.) 4 Minifler muft alfo Le fom
lemsuly called, and (et in this Qffice,
by the Stewards of God’s Houfe,
Hence faith the Apottle to Timo-
thy a Minifter, Negle? wot the

Gifs
S




Gift that is in'thee, whick was gie
ven thee by Prophefy, with the lay-
. ing on of the Hauds of the Presby-
i tery, 1 Tim.iv. 14. That is, neg-
. 1eét not the minifterial Gifts o God

~ beftowed upon thee, unto the ho-

- 1y Exercife of which, thou haft:

heen {olemoly ordained and fet a-
%M@, bv the laying on of the

Hauds ot the Presbytery. This

i3 alic to be done with f{olcmn
Fafting and Prayer; according to
the Apoftolick Pattern, Acs xiii.
2y 3.=== The Holy Ghoft [aid, [-pa-
vate wie Baruzbas and Saul for the
- Work whercanto I bave calledthem.
Lnd when they had fafled and
prayed, and laid their Hands on
thew, they fentthem away. Then
ver.1v. §. They Leing (thus) fewt
forth by the boly Ghoft, departed---
 and preached the Word of God.
- Thus in a fhort View you may
fee who are true Minifters of
Chrift, both as to their Qualifi=
cations, as alfo their regular Ad-

miflion
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miffion iato this holy and weighty
Office. So I come to give you a
fthort Hint
I1. What is the Work of @ Mini=
fler of Chriff 2 s |
Our Text tells us; That Mini- |
fters do labour, work, admonith, °
and are over a People in the Lord:
The Work of a Minifter of Chriy
then, is fuch «s our Lord appoin-
ted him, and no other; and that1s
1. Preacking the Word and Go/-
pel of Chrifi. This was the con-
ftant Work of our Lord and Ma-
fter Fefus Chrift, while hc was in
the World, as the whole Hiftory
of his Life, written by the Evan-
gelifls, abundantly teftifyeth: And
this 's a Work that he firictly
commanded his Apoftles and all
his Minifters to do, Mar.xvi. 14.
And in this Work his Apotftles
‘ gpnfrantly' employed themfelves,
Uétsv. 42. Hence that Apofto-
lick Charge to Timotbeus, and with,
lum to all Miniters, 2 Tim. iv.
C I, 2. .
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iy 2 Icharge thee before GGod and
the Lord Tfefus Chrif},—- preach
the Word, be inflant 11 Seafon and
out of Seafsn, reprove, rebuke, en-
bort, with all Lewg-fifferiug and
Doftrine. A Minifter of Chrift
muft fourdly explain, and duly
apply, the Luw and Threatnings
ot the Word, to awaken and con-
vince Sinaers oi their Sins and Mi-
fery : He muft alfo open the com-
tortablc Myfterics of Chrift re-
vealed in the joytui Declarations
and fwecet Promifes of the Gofpel,
tor the Converiion ot Sinners, and
the Comfort of broken-hearted
ones: He muft alfo, as necd re-
quircs, open and prefs all the ho-
ly Commandments of God, “or the
Direétion, Quickning and Eftab-
_ lithing of all under his Care, 1 all

their refpeétive Duties, |
And as he mufte feed the Strong
withthe ftrong Meat of the Wor:d}
preached; fo he muft alfo feed

the Babes, the Weak and Youn
of;

R
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of the Flock, with the Milk of

the Word, by catechifing and in~-
{tru&ing them carly in the main

Principles of Chriftianity. For
he that commanded and faid

Feed iy Sheep, commanded and |

faid alo Feed sy Lambs, Joh. xxi.
15, 16, 17. A Minifter of Chrifs
is a Spiritual Parent; and a Paftor
or Shepherd : If then he lets the
Lambs of his Flock perifh for

lack of Knowledge, he may foon

be without Sheep. However one
great part of a Minifter’s Work,

is to feed his People with Know=
ledge and Underftanding, both by

Preaching, Catechifing, and Chri-
{tian Conterences, as he be able
and hath Opportunity. Then a=

nother part of his Work is

2 To adminifter and apply the.
Seals of the Covenant of Grace us

2o the proper Subjeds of them,
"Thefe now under the New Teft-
amcnt are Baptifm and the Lord’s

oupper, As to Baptifin, thusour

Lord

RETEW T W
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Lord commands all his Ambaffa-
dors, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. GA;
teach all Nations, baptizing tlm;i

$1s the Narite of the Father, and
the Son, and of the Hely Gboft :
—and lo I &m with you always to
the End cf the Worid. And as to!
the Holy Supper he commands,
Luk. xxii. 19. Da this in Remem-
- brance of tze. By the.due Admi-
niftration and right Application
of thefe, a Minifter doth, in the
Name of Chrift his Lord, feal
and ratify the Covenant of Grace
and Salvation, between God and
his People ; whereby their Faith
is hclped in feeding {pintually
upon Chrift the Food of Life;
and their Love is quickened unto
him, and his Name as Ointment
~poured forth, is kept freth in
their Minds, and their Obligation
to him is from Time to gl"i:m:
ftrengthened and cosfirmed. This
is a Work that an Ambaifador of
€hrift muft be confcicatious to
perform.,

<
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'And then anothcr ggcgg ]
art of his Work is

{ 3: Solemw. ond conflant Prager.
lc.maft as thofe primitive Mini-
flers; A&s vi. $ ive bimfelf conre
M tinuclly unto Prayer, and to the
§ Minifiry of the Word. He muftbe
coducd. with a Gift and Abilityto
pray .on all Occafions: and :he
suft pray continually in fecset for
the Guidance and gracions Aflift=
| ance of God’s Holy Spirit in all
3 the Parts of his Work: He muft
pray duly in his [lamily : He muft -
! pray in the publick Aflembly with
¥ and for his gco le, and for thc ;
whole Charch of God u ¥arth,
and for ali Men of all lff:l's, .
 grees and Conditions, that we. ‘ﬁ |
§ commanded to pray for i

e . g ot s mb—

4 commanded, G0 pray without cedd
Jing orfamtmg 1 Thef. v.17. Luk, |
xviil. L. And to pray for all Men, |
or Kings, and all that aye in Aus

: D ‘thorityy |
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thority, 1 'Tim.ii.1,2. .Aud fo
pray always with all Mauner of
Prayer and Supplications in the
Spirit 5 watching thereunto With
all Perfeverance and Supplications
for all Saints, Eph. vi. 18. Now,
fecing God requireth this of the
meancft Chriftian, much more doth
he require it of his Minifters, -as
their own or others Need calls for
~ fit. A great Part then of 2 Mini-
fter’s Work is to give himfelf
continually unto Prayer. And it

is alfo a Part of his Work
4. To vifit aud comfort the Sick.
and Affficted, as- be be able and
be Cafe requires. 'Tis written,
?lam. Y. 14. Isauy fick aumong you €
set bim call for the Elders of the
Cburch, and let them pray over
wim, anointing bim with Oil in *be
Naimne of the iord. As it is the
Duty of the Sick and Afli&ed to
call and fend for the Spiritual
Phyfician; fo it his Duty, if he
be able, to go and pray with .afgd
or

-4
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for them, and to anoint thém with
the Oil of Spiritual Infiruion,
Counfcl, Exhortation, and Com-
fort, as he fecth the Cafe requis
ring. Again, another heavy part
of the Work of a Minifter,is -
§. Qo rale and govern tbe Charch
of be, particularly the Flock cems-
witted to bis Charge, Hence ’ts
faid in our Text, that Minifters
are over a People in the Lord,
and admonith them. Alfo Preas
ching and Ruling are joined toge-
ther in.the fame Perfons : Hebr.
sii. 7. Remember them whick bave
the Rule over you, who bave [pokens
wnto you the Word «f God. This
Ruling is to watch, and to kee
Eye over the Flock : To marE
and obferve that the Converfations
of all, in thetr refpe&ive Places
and Stations, be accordmg to the
ules of the Gofpel of Chrift:
nd to admonifh, warn, reprove,’
rebuke the unruly: And te
xcrcife the Cenfures that Chrift -
Da our
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our King hath appdinted ~in-his
‘Word, upbn-the fcandalous’ snd
obftinate Members of the Church
that all Things, in Do&rine and
Pra&tice, may be kept in due. Or<
der in the Houfe of God, whbick
is the Church of the living God,. the
Groagd and Pillar of Trarb, 1
Tim. iii. 14, 15. "Tis alfo a Pare
of the Work of a Minifter of
Chrift |
- 0. To ordain fuch Officers and
* - Miniflers in the Charch of God, as
be commanded in bis Word. ’Tis
faid of the primitive Minifters o
Chrift, A&sxiv. 23. That they or-
dained Elders in  every Church.
And the Apoitle commands a2 Mi-
nifter of Chrit, 720 commit the
Things be bad learned, unto faith-
fal Mesn, who fbould be able to teach
otbers, 2 Tim. ii. 2. A Minifter
of Chrift then, is to ordain fuch
Officers in  his own particular
Church, as Chrift in his Word in-
ftituted : And to join in Presby-
S tery




tery with his Brethren, the Stews
ards of God's Houfe, in trying end
ordaining faithful Men'to the Mi-
niftryy: That the Gofpel Do&rine,
Ordipances, and Miniftry, may
-be kept pure, and be propagated
ia the World, and continued
through all Ages unto the End of
‘Timé¢. And hereunto is that moft
gracious and comfortabie Promife
of our Lord to allhis Misifters,
Mat. xxviii. 20. Teaching them o
obferve all things whatfoever I bave
commanded yon: andlolam with
yos always to the Enid of the World,
Aniér.  Thus you have had a fhort
View of what a Miniiter’'s Work
is. So I come to thew you |
- XIX. What Manner of Workittss
And it is, o -

- x. The Work of the Lovd, - Suys
( 1¢ Apottle of Timothérs, Who was
« Minifter of Chrift, He dorketh
the Work of the Lord, as I aifo dv,’
1 Cor. xvi. r0. Minifters are cale
led Workers together with God,

. 2 COI' »




+2 Cor. vi. 1. The Minifters are
his: Their Gifts and Abilitics are
‘his: He gives and fends them:
The whole Work is his ia a pecu-
culiar emineat maoncr.  Other
Workmen work for Men, bat
thefe work with ana tor God.
Their Work is to drefs his Vine
yard, to build his Houfe, to- en-
large his Sptritual Kingdom, to
feck and fhew forth his Glery,
and to gather together unto him,
all thofe whom his dear Son pur-~
chafed with his. own precious
Blood. °’Tis the Lord that ap-
pointed thisWork, and ’tis he that
willabundantly reward every faith-
ful Workman in this Work of his.
2. *Tis a [piritual Werk. Hence
faith the Apottle, God hath made
us able Miniflers of the New Tefra-
sent, not of the Letter but of the
Spirit, 2 Cor. iii. 5,6. The Do-
Grine i3 {piritual, given by the
Infpiration of God, 2 Zum. iii. 16.
Gifts and Fitaefs for the Work is. |
| alfo |
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alfo from the fame Spirit: The
chicf Weight of the Work sifo
lics upon the Mind, Soul and Spi-
rit, of the Workman, by conti-
nual hard Studies & Meditations :
’Tis alfo a Work about the Spi-
sits.and Confciences of Men, ten-
ding, by the efficacious Operations
of the Hely Ghoft, to make Men
{piritual and ‘hcavenly, that they
jmay worfhipGed in Spirit and in
[Truth, and may at laft be blefled
fwith the Spirits of juft Men made
{perte@ in*Glory. This is thena
| Spiritual Work, and it-is alfo
3. An besionrable Work. ’Tis
jto be a Steward of the Myfteries
of the moft high God, 1 Cor. iv.r.
 And to be an Ambafiador forGod
2nd Chrift, the King -of Kings:
2-Cor.v.20. 'This Workis fo ho-
nourable that it made the Apottle
May, Ithank Chrift Fefusour Lord
who baib enabled me, for that be
Jcounted me faithful, pusting me in-
tothe Minifiry, 1'Tim. 1. 72. He
. counted




counted it the moft glorious and
honourable Calling and Worik,:
that Chrift could puthim in. The
Minifters of Chrift arc his Ambaf-
fadors, to act in his Name, by
his Commiflion.and Authority, in
the great Affairs of his Spiritual
Kingdom in this lower World:
They have Power to treat with
carthly Kings and Princes as well
as others, and to demand their
Submiffion to Chrift the King of
Kings, under pain of eternal De-|
firu¢tion : And. whatever they
loofe or bind on Earth, according
to.thc Word of God, fhall be loo-
fed or bound in Heaven; Zob. XX.
23. .Chrift alfo counts the Ho-
nour or Contempt done to hisAm-
baffadors as done to himfelf, Luk.
x. 16. 'Thus then the Work of
& Minifter of Chrift is an honour-
able Work ; and itis alfo

4. A mofiprofitable Work. ’Tis
true, the faithful Minifters of
Chrift, as the Experience of all
Ages




Ages to this Day witncfleth, can
expett no great earthly Profit by

tual and cternal Gain,, thisis a
moft profitable Work, both tothe
faithful Minifter and to his People.
Hence faith the Apoftle to a Mi-
nifter of Chrift, Take keed unto
thy [elf and to thy Dollrine i conti-
sue in them  for in doiug this, thouw
fbalt both fave thy felf and them
that bear thee, 1 Tim. iv. 16.
This is a Work whereby 2 gra-
cious Minifter, and all that truly
repent of their Sins, and believe
ia Chrift, by his Miniftry, fhall

ain and obtain all the unfearcha-

le Riches of Chrift, an eternal
Kingdom, Weight and Crowns of
Glory, Fulnefs of Joy and Plea-
fures for evermore. Thou fbalt
ave thy felf and them that bear
thée s and to this, no Gain or Pro-
fit can be compared, Mat. xvi. 26.
But then the Q’Vork of a faithful
Minifter of Chrift is

E 5 A

this Work : But as to truc Spiri-
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§. A Work more bated and oo~
pofed by a jiuful World, than any
cther Work wbatfoever. “Tis to
his Miniftérs principally Chrift
: faid, Bebold I fend you forth. as
~ Shesp in ths midjt of Wolves —— and
ye [ball be bated of all Men for my
Name fake, Mat. x. 16, 22. All
the Hatred, Malice, Subtilty,Craf-
tinefs and Cruelty, of Hell, an
the Corruption and Enmity of
Mén, wiil be ftirred l‘l}), and fet
in Battle Array againft a faithful
Minifter of Chrift, wherever he
comes. He fhall, as our M:fter
was, be called“a Belzebub, 2 Wi
zard, a Conjurer, 2 Wine-bibber,
2 Glutton, an Hireling-Pricft and
carnal Deceiver, and what not?
That if poilible the Shepherd mayl
be fmitten, that the Sheep may be
fcattered, and become a Prey to 2|
Company of Wolves in Sheep’s
Cloathing. All falfe Teachers, be
their Pretence whatit will, have al-

ways fomething or ofher to pleafe
k the

R
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the Flefh and the Devilwith: But

sre wholly fer agaidfc thefe,'f#d

foolith Humours; - ia -gopd Mes,
‘will often fwell, to op?oﬁni
-difcourage a Minifter inhisWork,
if he will be faithful. - And hence

Chrift is:

painful and bardefh Work; in all
the World. *Tistree, 8- Tride of

the Apoftle fays, Rom. xvi. 18.)
ferve not the' Lovd 5fsfus Chrift, but
their cwn Bellies; hath brought the
Gofpel Miniftey under a2 Mifre~
cfc)ntation and Reproach in the
orld, as thd’ ie were an idle,
cafy, lazy Calliag'y when really
sad truly it is quite othcrw%fc.
or

]
the faithful Minifters of Cheifc -
{fo muft expe& more Hatreds ad
Oppofition than any others in'the
World. Yea, not only Satan and °

wicked Men, but alfo the Remain=
der of Corruption, Ignorance apd -

the Work of 2 faithful Misifterof
6. The woft careful ) weighty,

carnal deceitful Wotkers;who (as
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Formoft ifnot alllotherMen think
one Calling enough to employ all
their Time, Wit and Strength:
But a Minifter maft be a fpiritual
Nurfe, Shcpherd or Paftor, Huf-
bandman, Fither,Steward, Watch-
man, Phyfician, Ambaflzdor, Ru-
ler, Builder, Soldier, and what
not? And the more is the Sin
and Mifery of an evil angrateful
World: A Minifter muft alfo,
by reafon of bodily Neceflitics, |
be often, in many Places and Cafes,
diftra&ed and fore burdened with
earthiy Cares and Labours, to
maintain himfelf and Family; as
if the heavy Burdens of the mini-
fterial Calling were too little for
him.

Some of the Ancients locked on
the Work of the Miniftry fo great,
that they wondered if any Mini-
{ter could be faved ; becaufe itis
fo hard and difficult to perform
every Part of it faithtully, One
of them calls ity Onus bugeris An=

gelorum

—— o . aa ORI e S fafum | aJ




glorum formidaudam. A Burdea
{fo heavy that it would make the
Shoulders of Angels tremble to
undertakeit. Yea, a greaterthan -
any of thefe faid, Who is fufficient
for thefe Things! 2Cor.it. 16.
The minifterial Work is fo greae, -
{o hard, fo heavy and difhcult,
that neither Man nor Angel could |
do any thing in it to purpofe,
were it not for the continu Af:
fitance of an Almighty Arm,
infinite Wifdom and boundlefs
Grace, in and through the whole.’
Hence faith the Apoftle, not only
of common Chriftians, but alfo of
him{c!f and other Minifters, Hs
are not [ufficient of cur felve® to
think auy thing, as cf our feives;
but our Sufficiency is of Ged, 2 Cor.
iii. 5. And when in the Defence
of himfelf and his Apottlethi P,',h’c
faith 1 Cor. xv. 10. I/4lcurea more
than they all, yct not I, {aith he,
but the Grace of God that was with
mey He ateributces all that he had

F done




done in the Miniftry, unto the
Grace and Power of God, work-
ing inand by him. The Work
ot 2 Min:fter is a moft heavy and
dificult Work. And thus much
now to fhew you what manner of
Work itis. Sol come to give
you a fhort Hint

IV. How a Muifter of Chriff
onght to perform bis Work. And

he ought to perform it
1. Scripturafly. Ifal. viii. 20
.? the Law anity the Teftimony,
if they fpeak not accerding to this
Ford, it is becanfe there is no Light
an them. All Scripture 1s given
by the Iafpiration of God, and is
profitable and fufhicient to make
every Man of God perfe@ and
. compleat, thoroughly furnithed
for cvery good Work pertaining
to his vhole Miniftry. All his
Sermons, all his Difcour{es, att his.
Prayers, all his Counfels, Warn-
ings, Reproofs, Rebukes, Admo-
gitions, Cenfures and Judgments ;
his
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‘his whole Adminiftration of Gof-
A pel Ordinances ; all the Comforts
gc adminifters to any diftrefled
Souls, muft be with a Thus faith
| the Lord in his Word, without a-
R ny human Diminution or Addition.
d Dent. iv. 2. And this he muft do
8 2. Faitbfully. 1 Cor. iv, 2. It
is required in a Steward that a
Man be found faithful. By Faith
ever dep-r.ding on Chrift our great
# Lord and Matter, for the conti-
g nual Supply of his Spirit and
B Grace, without whom we can do
§ nothing, ¥ob. xv. 5. Faithful un-
ll to God in all Things, by defend-
fling his Truth and maintaining his
Honour and Glory in an evil
f World : Faithful to himfclf, in
difcharging a good Confcience in -
@l his Performances. That he
|may be able to fay as thofe pri-
mitive Minifters of Chrift, Our re-
Jvicing is this, the Teftimony of our
S Coufcience, that in Sinplicity and
W 5odly Singerity, not with flefbly Wif-
“ I dom,
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dom, but by the Grace of God, e
bave bad our Converfation in the
World, and w.ore abundautly to you-
wards, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Faithful alfo
unto all Men, efpecially unto
thofe under his minifterial Care;
giving to all their due Portions in
its Seafon : Not fewing Pillows
under the Arms of thc Wicked,
nor making their Hearts giad,
while the Hearts of the Righte-
ous are made fad, Ezek. xiii. 22,
Not refpecting the Face of the
Great and Rich for filthy Lucre
{aks, and opprefling the Poor in
Judgment. Hence is that {olemn
Apoftolick Charge to a Minigter
of Chrift, 1 Tim. v. 21. I charges
thec before God and the Lord Fefus
Chrift, and the elet Angels, that
thou clferve thefc Things, without
preferring one before ancther, [Hoiizg
wothing by Partiality.] Thus a
Minifter of Chrift muft do his
Work faithfully. And he muft
do it alfo |

: 3. In




3. In Love. Therefore faith the
Apoftle Paul, 1 Cor. xui. 1, 2.
Though 1 [pe cak with the Fengae of
Mm and Arzeisy ard Fave the Gift

of Priptecy, and underfland all -

M) flcries, and baze Faith to reioce

Msuntains, if 1bave ns Charity, or
Lsce I.;'z notling.  All muft be

donc out of Losc unto God in.

{efus Chrift: The Love of Chrift
thould conftrain uvs to feek his
Glory, by endcavouring to make
his \amc and Intereft famous in
the World. Alfo, Love and Com-
paflionto pcrlﬂung immortalSouls,
and an carneft Deiire of their cter-
nal Salvation, fhould run in, and
through, all t‘xc Pcrtorm'mccs of
2 Minifter of Jefus Chrift: That
he may bec able to fay, in fome
Meafure fincerely, with thoff' prl-
mitive Minifters, 1 Thef. 11, 8.

Being aﬁénowtcly defirous of you,

we were willing to have inipartea
unto youty not the Gofpel of God oniy,

but alfs our own Sowls, becaufe ye
were

AR

et = . etiliescee o . .

. “‘-n-.--.



were dear wisto us. A Minifter of

- Chri{t then, muft do all his Work
in Love, clfe he is nothing buf
founding Brafs and a tinkling Cym-
bal. And he muftalfodohis Work

- 4« Painfully, diligentiy, and con-
antly. Soisthe Apoftle’s Charge
toa Minifter, 1 Tim.iv. 13,14,13.
Gizve Aitendance to Reading, 1o Ex-
bortation, to Doftrive = Neglect not
‘e Gift that is in thee, —- meditate
tspon thefe Things, give thy [elf whol-
by to them, that thy profaing may
appear to all. He muft be dili-
gent and painful in hisMeditations

: and Studies, and not bring a con-
fufed Heap of empty undigefted
LCrudities, and flovenly undrefled.
Sacrifices unto the Heufe and Al-
{ar of the holy and jealous God ;
and then put it off and make it
afs, with a furious Noife, a
ountain of Confidence, and an
empty Shew of Zcal, very unbc-
cominF the Sobricty, Humility,
Modefty and Gravity,. of an Am-
baffador |




- S 43 S
baffador of the moft high Ged, a- -
bout the great Conceras of the !
Salvation ot immortal Souls. And -
as‘he muft be painful in his Stu-
dies, fo 'he muft be painful, dili-
gent and conflant in Prayer, in
Preaching, and in all the Parts of
his facred Oftice, He mufl ffudy to
 foew bimfelf approved unto God, a
Horkman that needeth not to be a-
foaned, rightiy Zividing the Word
of Truth, <watching in all Things,
making full Proof of bis Minifiry,
2 Tim. 1i. 15, & iv. §. A Mini-
fter muft do his Work painfully
unto Wearinefs, diligently in
‘Seafon and out of Scafon; and
.conftantly in all Weather anto
the End. And then he muft alfo+
tulfil his Miniftry !

S Exemplarily.  So run: the |
Apoftolick Canon and Con:mand }
to a young Minifter, which much
more concerns old eftablithed and
experienced ones, 1 Tim. iv, 12,
Let wo Man defpife thy Youth, but

be




be thon an Example of the Belicvers,
i Word, in Concerfation, in Chari-
ty, in Spivit, ii Faith, in Purity.
So 1P&&v.1,2,3, The Elders
whickh are aiisng you I exbort——- to
feed the Ficck cf God which is ani-
ong youy——-Nt as being Lords over
God’s Heritage, but being Enfan-
ples to tke Flock. A Minifter o
Chrit, in all his Capacities and
Relations, human, civil, and re-
ligious; in Word and Pradtice,
in all his religions and minifterial
Performances, fhould fo watch
and endcavour to fet a living Co-
gy and Pattern, of the Life of

aith & Holinefs before his Pec-

le, that they may not only hear,
gut alfo fee, how they thould walk
and live by Faith, {oberly, righte-
oufly, and godlily in this prefent
World.

He muftnot, as the Scribes and
‘Pharifees, bind beavy Burdens, &
grievous to be boru, and lay then
on Mew’s Shoulders, while be bim

fel

v |
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[elf will not move them with oxe of

kis Fingers, Mat. xxiii. 4. He 3

muft no: offer any Do&rine tohis

People, but what he hath firfk :
tafted, and feeds upon himfelf; -

nor any Duty but what himfelt
hath felt the Weighe of, and doth:
pra&ife ; that with fome Experi-
ence he may tell them how to go
about it and perform it ; and fo
may ic fome good meafure be able
to fay to his Flock, as that faith-
ful Minifter of Chrift, Philip.iii.17.
Brethren, be Followers together of
we, and niark them that walk fo,
as ye bazve us for an Enfample.
Thus a Minifter of Chrift muft
fulfil his Miniftry excmplarily.

And he muft alfo do it
6. Adurhoritatively. Thus the
Apoftle having given various
weighty Inftrucions to Titus con-
cerning the Miniftry, concludes
with that folemn Charge, Tit. ii.
15. Thefe Things, faith he, fpeak
and exhort, and rebuke, with all
G Authority,

E
pe

|
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Autbority, let no Mau defpifc thee.
No Minifter of Chrift hath Liber-
g hereby toabufc or proftitute the
uthority given him of God, to
iwend or eftablifh any wicked Opxm-
on or Practice of his ownor others:
*Tis Autboriy given for Edification
aad not for Dti:#mc‘iiorz, 2 Cor. x.8.
- A Minifter alfo need not always,
g gor in all Cafes, aflert and proclaim
hts(‘ummxfﬁon and Power in Form,
left it fhould fcem to favour of
Pride and vain Oftentation.  But
as Minifter, he mait always, 1n all
the Parts of his Miriftry, act in
the Name and by the Authority
of Chrift, the great King of the
Charch, and not in the Name nor
by the Authoru’y of the Church :
He muft maxce it known, that his
Commiflion and Authornty is from
Chrift ard wet from Man, and
that he is, ‘by the Word of God,
authorized to be an Ambaffador
of Chrift, to treat, in his Name,
thh Men about thcxr eternal Sal-
’ vation
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Baw
vation, according to the royal In-.
{ftructions delivered to him by the

King of G in his written
Word, and‘aurthcr, 2 Cor. v.
18, 19, 20.

 His Authority is only minifte-
rial, to a@ only according to the
Laws of Chrift; and thercforc a

Minifter of Chrift is not to be
a Lord, or arbitrary Tyrant o-

ver God’s Heritage, but a Hglper

of their Faith and Joy, 2 Cor. i.
24 Endcavouring by all meaas,
te bring every Thought into Cap-
tivity to the Obedience of the
Lord Chrift. 2Cor. x. 5. Hemuft
offer nothing as a Term of cternal.
Peace with God, but what he can
thew a Thus faith the Lord for it

in his Commuffion, the Holy Bible.:

He muft do nothing in his own
Name nor by his own Authority;
nor in the Name, nor by the Ag-
thority of any other Man, Men,
or Angels ; but all in the Name,

and by the fupream Authority of
| | Jefus

—t—— - . . Lee e P
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~ Name Ig‘ the Lordie
o

Jefus Chrift the King of Zion.
Whatfoever, faith tjgg Apoftle,. ye

do in Word or Decd38do all in tbe

F#us,. Col. ili.
17. t to enlafge now, Thus
we gave you a.fhoyt View of (1.)'
Who is a Minifter of Chrift; (2}

~. His Workand Cslling ; (3) What
~ manger of Work itis; and (4)

How it ought to be performed.
Whence a fhort

APPLICATION,

Where, waving other Ufes, I
fhall name five or fix, that may
be well inferred from this Doct-
rine : Here then we may fee

1. That well duight the Apofile,
and well raay all the Minifiers of:
Chrift, cry out, And who is fufficient

for all thefe Things ! Certainly

none, were it not for almighty
Power, infinite Wifdom, and
boundlefs Grace, co-working in,
by, and for, poorearthen Veflels,:
that are Minifters of the moft
weighty Affairs, and deep Myf-

teries
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i eeries of the Kingdom of God. So
R then, /e bflee this Treafure in
8 carthen Ve[l#®, that the excellency
d of the Power My be of Ged, and
§ vot of s, 2 Cor. iv.7. We may
§ here fee aiio
2. That it is a Wonder to fee auny
R truly  gracions, confiderate, wife
R Man in the Gofpel Minifiry. Ig-
| norant or carnal Men that look
only at the {enfual Honour and
Pleafures, or carthly Revenues,
of the Miniftry, where it is in

" f Fathion and Repute, may be eafi-

2 ly perfuaded to it : But we fec in
| the fore-mentioned Inftances of
| Mofes and “Feremiab, how hard it
lis, even for God himfelf, to per-
§ fuade a truly gracious Man to un-
@dertake this hard and difficule
fl Work. And were it not that God
fdraws them powerfully by his
Rfecret and infinite Wifdom, and
Bbindstheir Confcienceswith ftrong
{Cords, and with the Point of his
gtwo-cdged Sword behind them,
B H thrufts




- thrafts them to this Work, thuta §
ting them up cvery way, that they
seither darg, nor_ an, go back{ |
wor turn cither b the right or
Jeft Hand, I don’t fee that any}
truly wife and gracious thinking
Man, would ever take upon him
thismoft difficult, hard and great
- 'Work. When, by wonderful §
Revelations, and clear Manifefta- §
tions of himfelf, Chrift called that
good Maa Ezekiel, to be a Pro-
phet and a Watchman to Ifrael,
fays he, The Spirit lifsed me up and}
300k me away, and I went in Biiter-}
mefs, in the Heat of my Spirit . but.
tbe Hand of the Lord “was ftroogy
apoy me, Frck.iii. 14. The Ori-§
ginal is * I went bitter in twe hot §
Auger of my Spirit.  If Minifter of}
Chrift he muft be, he is even bitter§
and angry with God, for putting§
him in fuch a hard Calling : Andj

* Hebr. Babbamath, in xftu i, in furore,
in excandefcensia. Buxt. Bithn. &c.

i}
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if the Hand of God had aot beelt” .
'very ftrong upor him, to appres
Jiead him, if God had sot beea-
too ftrong and®oo hard for him,.
he wonld not go about this moft
dungerous Work. As* oncfaith, .
« }gc had rather have been out of

“ Service than it, lien hid among
% the People than have been an |
% Ambafladorof Chrituntothems |
“ he had rather they fhould have
“ perithed without Vifion,. than'
¢ that himfelf thould have been a:

“ Seer smongft them”. It is no-
wonder to fee thoufands of tgno=-
fant, inconfiderate, carnal Minie _
flers; but a2 Wonder to‘fee any
truly underftanding,. confiderate, |
gracious ones, in this very hard. |
and mott difficult Work! -
" 3. Txis Dollrine is very bumblivg
to the very beft of Miniflers. Whae
i faid of Chritians in general, ‘is

ry truc of the best of us, In ma-

-’. B

i

¥ Greenhill in loc.
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py Things we offend all, and eome
feort of the Glory of Gog 7 Jam. iii.
2. Rom. iii. 23. We lamentabiy
fail iu cvory past of our Work,
and if God be fevere to mark the
Iniquities and Failings, even of
our holy Things, none of us can
ftand, "nor anfwer him for onc
thing of ten thoufand ! P/fa/.cxxx.

3. Fobix. 2,3. And hence

4 This Dofrine fbews us, How

mich the beft of Minifters, are bound
and bebolden to fefus Chriff. The
mofaical High Prieft was to bear.
theIniquity of Hracl’sholy Things,
Exod. xxviii. 38. and to offer Sga-,_
- crifices for his own Sins, Hebr. v.
I, 2, 3. This typifyed Jefus;
Chrift, to whom, as all Chriftians
are, fo are we, both as Chriftians
and as Minifters, every way be-
holden. We are beholden to him
as our great Prophet, to guide us,
in all our Work: And ag our,
great High Prieft, we are behold-.

en to his all-fufficient Sacrifice,
and




and moft t_prccious Blood, {to wath
and_purify our polluted Perfens
| and Sacrifices: We are alfo be-
holden to his pewerful Iatercefli-
oa that anfwers for all our Fail-
ings, and ftands between us and
his Father’s Wrath & Vengeance,
in all our Miniftrations: We are
beholden alfo to him 23 -ur Al-
mighty King, to nrengihea and
encourage us in our hard and moft
dificult Work, and powrfully to
I defend and profper us through
the whole of our dangerous War-
fare. Lo I am with you, faith
Chrity * 4/l Days to the End of
the World, Mat. xxviii.2o. Which
Promife fhould be f{weeter and
more precious than his Life to e-
very Minifter of Jefus Chrift.
But then |

5. This Doctrive and Word of
the Lord is unto you, Chriftian Bro=
ther, who now intend to undertake

¥ Pofas tas Hemevds,
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 this moft weighty and boly Calling

of the Gofpel Minifiry.  As it is.
anto-us all ie general ; {o, by the
- Providence of God, it 1s unto you
in a particalar manner this Day,
- whom, upon due Examination and-
Tryal, we judge to be one ap-
’{oi’ntcd and fent by Chrift our

Lord and King, to obtaina part
with us of this Miniftry : 'To you'|
Brother, I fay, in the Words of
the Apottle to young Timothy,.
Gosfider what I [ay, and the Lord
gie - thie -@det"ﬂaﬂdifzg in all
- Tbings, 2 Tim. i1. . Underftand:
and ferioufly confider. what your-
- Work is; and what manner of
Work it is, and how you muft
rform it, as it was now by the'
crd of God, in a fhort general
View, fet before you. Look nar-
~rowly unto the principal Motives,
“Rale and Ends,. of your Heart
herein @ See your utter Infuffici=
ency for the right Performance of -

this Work, that you may und:;--
- take
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take this weighty Calling in:deep .
Self-denial and Humility, and in }
the fincere Simplicity of your {
Heart; with your whole Depene §
dance upon the Free Grace, infie
gite Wifdom, and almighty Pow. -
er of-Chrift, withcut whom, nei=
g ther we nor yoi can do any thing, |
And fo L
6. This Dolrine, O ye People,
dutimates, implies, and [peaks, foms
great Work and Duty incainbent
upon you towards the Minifters of
Fefus Chrifl. Your very Reafon,
were there nothing elfe, tells you
plainly and loudly, that fome
great Matters are duc from youn
to {uch as arc thus employed info
reat and hard a Work for your
ood. And this naturally leads |
me to the §
- II. DOCT. viz. That it is the |
Duty of all, efpecially Chriftians, |
to know the Minifters of Chrift, aud
to effeem them wery bighly, in love,
Jor their Work fake. So the Text
L clearly
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clearly and fully runs; i~ we
Lefeect you Bretiven, to kuow rhe«
- awhich labrur aion; von, and sre
 vver you inn the Lord, and admouifb
" yousy andto efteem them very bighly
for theirWork fake; and be atPeace
amoug your felves. Here a Word
as brici as I can with any Clear-
nefs,

. As to the Duty, 7o know &
bighly ¢ffeem.

2. As to the Manner, In Love.

3. As to the Reafon and Mo-
tive, For their Work fake.
- 4 Asto the Mean, And be at
Peace.

5. Application.

I. Then, the Duty of People
to their Minifters and Paftors, is,
To know and efteem them very bigh=
Jy. Koow them ; that is, owa
and acknowledge them as the Mi-
nifters of Chrift, who under him,
and in hie Name, labour in his
Gofpel among you ; give themall

duc Subjection as to your Rulers
. in

~
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§in the Lord. ~ And then, * Effeems:
R them very bighly., The original
| Words fignity to abound beyond
§ meafure ina thing ; and here de-
§ notes that great Re{pe&, double
g Honour and Eftecia which People
Bowe to their Paftors, the Minifters
B of Jefus Chrift.
| So then, all of you hat now
f bear me ;. particularly you of this
| Congregation, Would you know:
¥ what God requires at your Hands
§ to be done to his Minifters? why
confider and underftand whatitis
toknow a Perion, fo as to efteem
R him very highly inreal folid Love;
and do that, in a right manner, to
8 & Minifter of Chrift, and God re=-
§ quires no more of you, neither
v;)i.il he abate you any thing of
this l
‘To be then a little particulars
R Thofe whom you efteem very
¥ highly o

- X Hegeiftkai awtous Luper ekperilfow. o
| | 'tI IO Yb“
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1. You tare great Delight aud.
Pleafure in them. So the Lord
requireth you to rake great De-
light and Pleafure in his Ambaf-

faithful Minifter. The Language
of yoar Souls anil whole Carriages
herein thould be thar, Rom.x. 135/
) bow beasiifi:] are the Feet of them
that preach the Gufpel of Peace,
and bring glad Tydings of good
Things. And as all Saints fhould
be, {othe Ambafladors of Chrift
fhould much more be unto youy
The Excellent in the Earth, in
whom all your Delight thould be,
P/al. xvi. 3. Again, thofe you
efteem very highly

2. You will kear their Difcourfes
with great Pleafure and Satisfac-
tion. And fo Chrift requires
you to hear his faithful Minifters
as himfelf. They that bear yos
bear me, faith' he, Luke x. 10.
‘When a Minifter of Chrift is to]

declare unto you any part of the
| Coanfcl
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Counfel of God, then the humble
Frame and Language of your
Souls thould be that of good Cor-
nelius unto Peter, Alts, X, §3,~-=
| e are all bere prefent before God,
to bear all Thiugs that are comman=
ded thee of God.

And here, tho’ it is your Duty
and Privilege, to hear any lawtul,
found and faithful Minifter of
Chrift, as Providence and conve-
nient Opportunity offers, yet I
muft ferioufly warn you.all, to be-
ware of a Spirit of Pride, and
{piritual Wantonnefs, whereby

ome are, and will be, o difeafed
with itching KEars, as to loath
their own Minifters, and to wan=
der about to hear others, whom
thcy dream to be better than their
own Paftor which Chrift hath feat
and given them. To fuch I fay,
If your own Minifter be not gift-
ed and fent of God, or is unfaith-
ful in his Place and Office, then

endeavour in a regular way to be
’ | rid
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rid of him : Bat if he be gifred
and fent ot God to %'ou in parti-
cular, and by the Providence of

 God fettled among you, in a re~
© gular manner, according tc the
revealed Will of God in his writ-
ten Word, then you cannot ex peét:

the fante real Blefling in hearing

others as in hearing him. Your

fpiritual Lufts and Wantonne{s
may indced be better tickled and:

fed, in gadding up and down to

hear others, but your Souls will

not be better edified intrue Faita {

and real Holinefs. You will be
far better acquainted with the

Temper,. Soundnefs, Faith, Life,.

Language and Method of your
own Minifter, than of any elfe;
and fo you will be far more likely
to get Good by his Miniftry, than
by any other. And befides, ’tis

by the Minifter he fent to you,.

Chrift {cnds the particular Meffa-
cs he hath to tell you, and not
y Meflengers that he hath fent

to

|
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 to others.  You thould therefore
cftcem your own Minifter {o high-
ly, as to think no Man fo meet,
or fo fuitably gifted as he is for
| you : And if he be faithful, and
| you truly Godly, he will be uhto
| you really fo; becaufs Chritt that
| gitted and fent him, knew that
d there could be none better, neft fo
§ good for you. And Chrift is*fo
teader of, and faithful untoall that
‘truly, with Singlenefs of .Heart,
d feck to him in his own Way, that
he ever fends to fuch a People,
the moft fuitable Minifter for them,
with whom they thould be fatisfi-
l cd. You then, and all Chriftian
Churches, fhould efteem your own
| particular Minifters, who labour
f among you, fo highly as to hear
) the Word, Counfel, and Meflage,
§ of God to you, from the Mouth
of your own Paftor, rather than
§ from any other. Thofe that labour
among you, be furc tocfteem them
gvery highly, whatcver youdo of
| K others.
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others. ~ And fo, fuch as you
highly efteem

3 Yor will value and ask their
Counfs! and Advice, in every proper,
and werghbty Cafe.  You can hard-
ty do any thing of any moment,
withoat advifing with a F'riend
whom you highly value. Even fo,
God requires you fo highly to ef-
teem your Paftor, as to feek his
Advice and Counfel in all the
great Concerns of your eternal Sal-
vation; and in all the Affairs of
the Hcufe of God, that appertain
to you to have any Concern in.
For the Prief’s Lips fhould keep
Kuowledge, and they bould feek the
Law at bis Month y for be is the
Meffenger of the Lord of Hofls
Mal. 11. 7. Again, thofe whom
you highly eftcem |

4. You will very eafily fubmit s
and obey them, in auy thing which
they convince you of, to be your Dye
#y. Such need not ufe many Ine

trcatics nor Argumcats, to pers
{uade
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fuade you to your Duty. And

the Lord of Glory reqaires this.

Picce of high Efteem from you

unto his Meflenger. He tells you,

in our Text, that his Minifters
are over his People in the Lord :
They are Captains, Leaders, and
Rulers of his Houfe, and he de-
mands your Submiflion and Obe«
dience unto them, as itis written,
Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them whick
bave tbe Rule over you, and [ubwit
your felues = for they watch for your
Sowls, as they that muft give an Ac-
sount, that they may do it with Yoy
aud not with Grief for that is not

profitable for you. ‘I'herefore, if.

by Pride, Headinefs, Obgtinacy,
Diforders, perverfe Unrulinefs,
and Difobedience, you provoke,
and grieve the Heart of .your
faithful Minifter ; all the Profic
{ou can expect, will be to lofe his

ove: and AffcCtions, hearty:

Friendfhip and fervent Prayers
and to have him a Minifter of
K 2 Wrath

1
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Wrath unto youn, thundering out
_the Curfes & Thhreatnings of God,
in his Word, againft Rebels, in-
ftecad of Comforts, Rom. ii. 8, 9.
Therefore as you would have him
a Minifter of fpiritual Profit, Joy,
and Con{olation unto you; you
muft efteem him {o very highly,
as to keep at 2 due modeft Dift-
ancz irom him, by a hamble, lov-
g, fubmiflive, tractable, and o-
bedient Carriage, as unto the
Lord’s Ruler over you: That it
may be faid of him and you, as
 che Apottle faid of Tstus and the
- Corintbians, That bis inward Af-
fection is tiore abundant towards
youy whilft be remembreth the Obe-
diesice of you all 5 bow with Fear
and Trembling you receive bim
2 Cor. vii. xv. Again, fuch as
you efteem very “highly |
§. Yoo will izmivate them all you
can. ’Tis well known, how Peo-
ple will delight to fpeak, act and
endeavour, in every thing, to fa-
' thion
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fhion themfelves, as near as pofii-
bly they can, like thofe whom
they greatly love and efteem.
And thus, God requires you to
efteem his Minifters fo highly, as -
to firive to imitate him io all God-
linefs,according to your feveral Sta-
tions, fo far as theyimitate Chrift.
Hence, fays the Apoftle, Be ye
Followers of e, even as'I am of
Chrift, 1 Cor. xi. 1. As we toR
you but now, that your Minister
muit be an Example to you, fo
we alfo tell you, That it is your
bounden Duty to cfteem your

Godly Minifter, fo as to give all-
Diligence and Pains, to imitate

him in Faith, Holinefs, Godlinefs,

and all Chriftian Vertues: And
not to fret, fume and rail, when
by his Godly Inftru&ions, Exhor= .
tations, Admonitions, Warnings,
and Reproofs, he doth in the
Name of his, and your Lord, de=
mand this Efteem from you. A-
gain, thofe you highly efteem -

: _ 8. You




6. You will firive to pleafe and
rejoice theiiny and will be afraid and
-wery loth to difpicfe and grieve
themr. O how glad you will be,
when you perceive that you pleafe
thofe you highly love and efteem;
and how it cuts and grieves you,
when yon fee that you have dif-|
pleafed and vexcd them: How
- careful you are to pleale, and
' ‘how loth to gricve them. And
, the Lord ot Glory commands

~ you, fo to carry your felves to-
. wards your fpiritual Teachersand
Rulers, that they may Do their
Work with “foy and not with Grief, |
Heb. xiii. 17. You muft be care-
ful, tender, and watchful, not to
add to their heavy Burden and
"L roubles, by giving any juft Caufe
of Grief, Difcouragement, and
Sorrow unto them. Ye fhould
ftrive to fulfil the Foy of your Misni-
fter, That he may account you
bis Foy and Crown, Philip. ii. 2.
& iv. 1. accounting it his greateft

' | Pleafure




Pleafure to ferve you in the Gof-

fuch as you highly efteem

God demands from you to his Mi-
nifters, according to that Apofto-

ted worthy of doulble Honour, -¢fpe-
cially they that labour in the Word
| and Dorine. You muit beware

of {lighting your Minifter in your

reverence him in your Hearts,'in
the Sight of the all-feeing God ¢
You fhould alfo, in all your Car-
riage, Words, Actions and Beha-
viour, towards him, let all Men
fee that you value, reverence and
honour him. For, it you {light
him, you will alfo {light his Mi-
'niﬁry, and then there is an End
of all Good between you and him?

which will be a woful Cafe, if ev-
er it comes tothat Pais, Further-
- more,

them. Andthis isan Efteem that -

lick Canon, 1 Tim. v. 17. L&
th: Elders that rule well, be coun-

pel of lefus Chrit. Moreover, -

Thoughts, and muft be careful to |



more, thofe you highly efteem

. 8. Youwill be very tender of their
Reputation and Perfous. And thus
.our Lord demands of you and all,

" to be very tender of the Reputa-
tion and Perfons of his Minitters.
For, if your, Minifter will be
faithful to and for his God, he
and you muft expec that the De-
vil and his Inftruments, will be
ten times more malicious and bu-
fy, to raife evil and falfe Reports
of him than of any of you all. Ifthey
bave called the Mafler of the Houfe
Beelzebub, bow much more (hall
they call them of the Houfbold, faith |
our Lord, Mat. x.25. And of all
the Houfhold, thc taithtul Stew-
ard mutt expe& the chief Part of
this. 'The main Bent of the Ar-
tillery of Hell, will bz to fmite
the Shepherd, that the Sheep
may be fcattered and deftroyed,
as we hinted before. Therefore
you yourfelves muft be very ten-
der of the Reputation of your
faithful
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faithful Minifter, that there be
not M:n of your ownf{clves rifing
and {peaking perverfe Things,
tending to render him and his
Minifiry contemptible, A7s xx.
30. You muft be alfo very wary
how wvou receive or believe any
‘evil Feport from others concern-
ing him; and with all your Might
detend his Good Name againft all
the faife and wicked Afperfions of
malicious wicked Men. This is
fully required in that Apoftolick
Caution, 1'Tim.v.19. Againft an
Elder receive wor an Accufation,
but before two or three Witueffes.
And as you muft be tender of
your Minifter’s Reputation, fo al-
{o of his Perfon. %or, as the A-
pofile tells you, He hath the Gof-
pel Treafure, with which he is to
enrich you, not in an iron or brafs,
but in a very weak and brittle
saribens Veffel, 2 Cor.iv.%. And
being continually over the Fire of
hard Studies, whercby your fpi-
L ritual
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ritual Food s boiled and drefled,
a 1imall awkward Koock may
dath and break your carthen Vef-
{ci to nieces, and then where are
you? Therefore you muft be ve-
ry tender and cgretul >t Fim, and
not expofe him to more Hard-
thips and Dangers than he caa
really bear. When King David
would go to the Battle, the keo-
ple hindered him, faying, If we
flec or balf of us die, they will nit
care for us; but thou art wo.th
ten thoufand of us, 2 Sam. xviti. 2,
iii. This is applicable, in fome
meafure, to Minifters, who are
the Lord’s Ambafladors, as well
as to all Perfons that arc in pub~
lick Pofts. So when Paul world
adventure upon evident Danger,
his Friends diflwaded aad hiuder-
2d him, Ads xix. 30, 51. And
thus ycu are highly to ecfteem
vour Minifrery by being very tene
der ot his Reputation and Perfon.
Aud yet farther, thofe you efteem
very higaly 0. Tos
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on Will receive their Reproofs
and Admouitions very kindly and
fubmiffroely.  Indeed, if one that
you defpife, reprove or admonifh
you, you can readily teil him as
the Sodomites to- Lot, This Fellow
caine bere to fojourn, and be will
weeds be a Fudge, Gen.xix. 9 Or
as his Brethren to Mofes, H#%o
made thes a Fudge ever us! Iixo.
i. 14. But it you highly efteem
the Reprover, you will take his
lawful and juft Reproots very
kindly, calmly and fubmiflively.
Thus the Pfalmift, havinga very
high Efteem of juft and-good Men,
faith he, Let the Rigkteous fiuite
me, st (ball be a Kindnefs, and let
bim reprove me, it (ball be an excel-
lent Oil, which (ball siot break my
Head, &c. Pfal. cxli. §. And fo
in our Text, God requires youto
efteem your Minifter very highly,
as he admonifheth or reproveth
you in the Lord. There arc but
very few if any that need not
Warnings
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Warnings, Cautions and Reproofs
onc Way or other ; and your Mi-
nifter is to be a Watchman and a
Reprover in your Gates : You
muit expect then, that as he 1sto
watch for you againft Enemies
from without, fo his Eyes and
Ears will watch your Behaviour.
Therefore our Lord demands of
you to efteem him very highly,
by a thankful and humble Submif-
fion to,- and Acceptance of, al%!
his juft Warnings, Exbortaticns,
ard Reproofs; both in publick
and private, general and particu-
lar, tc you all or to particular
Perfons as the Cafe requires.
‘Hence, faith the Apoftle, (}chr.
Xiil. 22. I befeech you, Brethren,
fuffer the Word of Exbortation,
And then again, Thofe you high-
ly efteem
10. You will compaffionately bear
withyand all you can, cover all their
Tufirmities with a Mantle of Lave.
Hatred and Contempt will make
big
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big Mountains of the {malleft
Molehills, when Efteem & Love
can make {mall Mole-hills or big
Mountains. Hence, faith the Ho-
ly Ghotft lg the Mouth of the
wife Man, Hatred flirreth up Strifes,
but Love covereth all Sins, Prov. X.
12. And here, ’tis true, as we
fhewed afore, that the Minifters
of the Holy Jefus muft be Men of
Holinefs ; they muft be exempla-
rily holy and blamelefs in all their
Converiaticns : And yet it is alfo
as true, as the infpired Apoftles
confefled of themfelves, HWe are
Men of likePaffions with you, Acts
xiv. 15. One drives too faft, an-
other too {low : One is too mo-
rofe and referv’a, another too free:
cne too ftri¢t, another too remifs:
onc perhaps is too plain, another
too {ly : one is too paflionate, an-
other too mild and foft ; with ma-
py other fuch Infirmities. And
as we have Infirmitics of Tem-

pers, {o we have Infirmities as to
M Gifts,




@3 74
Gifts, all of us have not all Gifts
in the fame Meafure and Manner:
Some are Sons of Thunder, others
are Sons of Confolation : And the
beft of us are imperfe& in our beft
Gifts ; We know and propbefy but
i5 part, 1 Cor. xiii. 9. We are
not periect Spirits nor Angels ia-
carnate, but mortal Men, com-
pafled witl: a Bedy of Sin and
Peach as well as you, Rom. vii
21, 23.  We arc imperfet in
Krnowledge, Gifts, and Graces:
We are fubje@ to many Failings,
1n ourcivily chriftian, and minifte-
rial Conduct : We are to go fore-
moft in the bloody and fiery Bat-
tles againft Sin and the Powers of
Darknefs, and no Wonder it we

be often wounded and caft down,

when none of you are touched:

Therefore, as we muft bear with,

and in Love endeavour to hiae
your real Prailties and Failings,

fo we have need of, and crave

the fame of you. And as you i.n‘
this
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this Place, muft expe& him that
is now to be ordained your Mini-
fter, to be 2 Man of like Paflions
with you and others; fo our Lord
demands at your Hands, to eftecem
im fo highly as in Love to bear
with, and all you can to cover all
his real Infirmities. Thus the
Galatizr:s behaved towards the
Holy Apoftle, as he teftificth,
Galat. iv. 13, 1.4. -- Through Infir-
mity of the Flefb, f{ays he, I prea
ched the Gofpel umto you at jirft:
And my Tempiation which was in
mj Flefb ye defpifed not, sor rvejeli-
¢d, but received me as an Aungel of
Gedy even as Chriff Fefus. So do
ye. Morcover, thofe you highly
cfteem
- 11. You will welcome and enter=
tain them with the beft you bave.
All may fee and know what, or
who, you highiy efteem, by the
Coft and Charge you are at, to
obtain and keep him. Anad fo
your Lord requires of you, to the
M 2 ntmoft




%3 76 §»
utmoft of your Ability, to pro-
vide a fufficicnt and comtortable
bodily Maintenance for his Am-
baffador, that mini{treth about
his holy Things among you.
’Tis written 1 Cor. ix. 13,14
They which minifler abour  boly
Things, live of the Tkings of the
Jemple 5 and they that wait at the
Altar, are Paitakers cf the Altar:
Eoen fo bath the Lord crdained,
THat they which preack the Gofpel,
Pould live of the Gofpel. ‘This is
not an Ordinance of .Mfan, but of
God : Not an A& of Charity and
Kindnefs, but of higheft Juftice:
Not to be done niggardly, but
liberally, as the Natare and Cir-
cumftances of the Cafe requires.
Minifters indced arc called An-
gels, Rev. i. 20, &c. But as no
others, no more can your Angel,
go to Heaver all the Week, and
come down to you on the Sabbath ;
for tho’ his Affeétions fhould be

in Heaven, yet hc muft be on
Farth,




Earth, by hard Studics and othep
minifterial Duties, thrething out -
the Corn of the Word, and win-%
nowing, grinding and drefling it, .
that it may be ready prepared to
feed and teaft your Souls, on the .
Sabbarh and at other Times § and
his Bedy, in the mean while, muft
have Suftenance, and his Family,
if he has it, comfortably provid-
ed for. ’Tis an apoftolick Arga-
ment, If we bave fown usnto jom
[piritual Things, is it a great thing
if we [ball reap your carnal Things 5
r Cor.ix. 11. 'Truly no, ’tis but
a very {mall thing, to have a lit-
tle Share of your ti)ung and Didfs.
(that thall ¢’er long be all buret
before your Eycs) for Gold and
Pcarls whereby you may obtain an.
cternal Kingdom and Crowns of
unfpeakable Glory. Therefore,
God, not Man, rcquires you to
cfteem his Ambaflador among
you, fo highly as to provide fot
him a comtortable bodily Sabfift-
ance,
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- ance, to the utmoft of your Abili-
'ty ; that as far as pofhible, he may
. atzend uwpon the Work of his
- Lord, in the minifterial Ofhce,
~ without Diftration trom earthly
. Vrants or Cares. And further-
© more, thole you efteem very
. highly

l ¥2. Yo will be earveft and cona

Hfawni iu-Prayer for them. 1f there

N te a Husband, Wife, Child,
~ Iriend, or Benefaétor, whom you
greatly love and highly valae, for

_ fuch you'll pray in true carneft, if
' for any. And God alfo requires
L irom you, this Duty of high E-
- -iteem to your Minifter. Sce how
rargeft the holy Apoftle is with
 his People herein, Rom. xv. j0.
v I befeech you, Brethren, {ays he,
for the Lord “Fefus Chriff’s juke,
and for the Love of the Spirity That
. yo firive togetber with me, in your
- Prayers for me. Tofay that your
 Minifter can better pray for him-
felf than you can pray for himﬁ

Wl
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will not excufe any of you from -
this Duty : But every one of you .
muft pray daily, That God may ir-
creafe and ripen his Gifts 5 guide
and affift bim in bis Studies ; endue
bim with the Tongue of the Learned,
$0/peak a wordin feafon tothe weary
give bim a Door of Utterance, and a
Spirit of Conrage, boly Bolduefs aud
Power 5 affifi bim in all bis mini-
flevial Work 5 and follow all bis
Labours with a faving Bleffing upon
your Souls. As you iEray in Faith
for your Minifter, fhall your E-
dification and Comfort be under
his Miniftry. And if you will
not {fo efteem your Minifter, asto
be earnefi and conftant in Prayers
and Supplications of Faith, that
God may blefs, edify and comfort
you, by his Miniftry, ’twill be
no Wonder if God will leave his
Miniftry to be dry, barren, and
unprofitable to you. Youmuftthen
{o highly efteem your Minifter, as
to pray always in Faith, and that
with




withall manner of Prayer and Sup-
plication unto God tor him, Epb.
vi. 18,19. Such a praying Peo-
ple fhall have a Minittry full of
Marrow and Fatnels, while pray-
crlefs ones fhail lapguifn and pine
away in their Sins, under a dry,
{aplefs, barren onre. And thus
far now of your Duties to your
Minifter; o know and eflcein bim
very Lizbly.

I1. The Manner of performing
this Dety, and that is, Iu Love.
Efteem them very highly, fu Love.
And this in fthort is

1. Willingiy and ckearfully.
What 13 done by Conftraint and
YFarce, cannot be in Love. There-
tore, to cfteem your Minifter in
Love, is to do i, in all Things,
with a free and ready Mind, as @
People made willing by the Day
of Chrift’s Power. Pfal. cx. 3.

2. Wik a fincere and upright
Heart. What is done in  true

Love,
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Love, is done fincerely ; and what
is not denc fincercly, is rot done
in Love. You muft then efteem
your Minifter fincerely in the in-
ward Affections of your Hearts,
in the Sight of God; Roer. xii. 9.
Let Love be without Diffiinula-
11417.

. In Deed as well as in Heart
..'md Hord. 1 Joh.iii. 18.— Let
us nuot love in Word, seither in
Toigue, but in Deed and in Teuth.
Your Efteem of your Minificr
muft not be only in empty Com-
pliments, fair Werds, and an out-
ward Shew ot Rcfpc& but alfo
ina real Performance of all Du-
ties and A&s of Love unto him,
that Ged, in_his Word, requircs
of you. ‘And all done

4 With Delight and Pleafure.
What is not done with Pleafure,
is not done in Love ; and whatfo-
ever 1s done 1n truc Love, can-
not but be done with Delight and
Pleafure. Tkc Redcemed of the

N Lord,




Lord, winft be a peculiar People,
seabous of Good Works, 'Tit.ii. 13,
And what you do in Zcal, with
Delightand Love, you had rather
a great dcal do it than not ; and
1t would gricve you to be hinder-
ed from dotng it : And with fuch
clight and Pleafure, you are to
cfteem your Minifter very highly,
in all the Duties that God re-
quires of yon with refpect unto
him. And this is the Love,
wherein and wherewith, you mutt
citeem your Minifter. Then

ITI. The Reafon and Motive
of ail this, and that 13, your Mini-
tter’s WORK.,  Kwuow awnd effeen
them very highly in Love, faith
our Texty But why ? Why, For
their Wsrk fake.

There are many that will pre-
tend great Love and Efteem to a
Minifter uypen carnal Motives and
Rcafons: Some, it he be a Man
ot carthly honouarable Parentagci

anc
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~and high Blood : Others if he be
a beautiful handfome Man : Oth- .
ers, it he hath a fine tuned Voice,
and can make pleafing Orationsto  §
the Ear, no matter whether they
touch the Heart or no, yeaithe 1
. lefs they touch the Heart, the bet- 3
ter it is with fuch Men; as Eze- |
kiel’s hypocritical Hearers, Exck. - §
xx¥xiil. 31, 32. Others, it be an 4
affable, courteous, fine-temper’d |}
Man: Others if he be a kind be-
defiéent Neighbour: On thefeand
tKé like carhal Motives, many wifl §
pretend gieat Love and Efteem to- 4
a Minifter, while they don’c re-
gard him a Straw for his redl
Work fake. Yea there bc many
that fen{ually love and efteem their
Minifters-upon curfed and hellith
Motives : Their Minitters let |
them fleep quictly in their Lufts
and Sins, and at their Liberty to
do what they pleafe, and never
call them to account: Their Mj-
nifters can be as light, vain,
frothy,
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! hate the Work that belongs to

T e

frothy, and prophane, as they :,
Theretore they efteem them high~
ly, and love them dearly, when
in the mean time, they perfeétly

them; and did their admired Mi~
pifters do their Work faithfully,
they would hate them for it with
perte&t Hatred.

But to leave thefe, you heard
but now, in fome general Hints,
what the Work of your Minifter
i3, and what Manner of Work it
is, and how he is to perform eve-
ry part of it: Now, it is for the
fake of his Calling and Work, you
muft cfteem and love your Mini-
fter. You read, Maz. x. 41, 42.
That it is to them that receive &
Prophet inthe Name of (or becaufe
he is) @ Propbet, Chrif} promifeth
@ Reward. Your Minifter is to
be a burning, as well as a fhining
Light: He is to be a corrofive
and fmarting Salt, as well as
healing Oil and Salye, to your

putrified
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Fob. v. 35. Mat.v. 13. He muft

and Vomits, as well as reviving
Cordials, I/ai. iv. 4. He muft ufe
the Sword and Hammer of the
Word, to pierce and break your
hard Hearts, as well as the bind-
ing and healing Balm of Chrift’s
Confolations: He muft fearch your
Wounds to the bottom, tho’ nc-
ver fo painful, and not heal them
flightly. %er.vi.13,14. Now,if you
do not efteem your Minifter very
highly in Love, for his Admoni-
tions, Reproofs, {marting Re-
bukes, feafonable Alarms and
Warnings, and juft Cenfures, you
can have no folid Comfort, on the
Account of your Love and Efteem
lof him, tho’ you love him never
{o much on any other Account.

herefore, if you would kave
your Love and Efteam of your

Minifter accecpted of God in
O nal

putriicd Wounds and Sores;

give you ipiritual griping Purges

O AR

Chrift, to your prefent and eter~
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nal Comfort and loy, you muft
fee that it be purely and fingly
For his Work Sake, and for the
fake of every part of bis Work.

"And then

IV. The great Mean and Hel
to all this, and that is PEAC
Andbe at Peace among your felves,
Here then |

1. Be at Peace with your Mini-

er. So fome wunderftand the
Words. It you jar, contend and
quarrel, with your Minifter, you
will {foon deftroy your own Edifi-
cation and Comfort, and utterly
difable your {elves to love and e-
itccm him as ye ought. There-
fore, as you love your own {piri<
tual Benefit and Comfort, and
would be able to do- your Duty
towards your Minifter, you muft
by all mcans ftrive to live in Uni-
ty, Love and Peace with him,
elfe you’ll foon ruin all Good am-

oig you.
OR8] 2. Be




2. Be at Peace with ckhe ano-
ther. Be at Peace among ycur
fclves. This is the plain dire
Meaning of the Words. And
here,

(1.) Study to be quiet, and to do
qour own Bulinefs. 1 'Thef. 1v.1L
Beware of Pride, Self-love, bufy
Meddling, and vain Curiofity, in
Things not belonging to you,
which are the Springs of Conten-
tion: Study Humility, Self-De-
nial, Forbearance, and a forgiv-
ing, reconcileable Difpofition,
which are the Nurfes of Love,
Unity and Peace, among a Peco~
ple, And

(2.) Mark the Contentivus. 1
befecch you, Bretbrew, faith the A-
pottle, wmark them which caufe Di-
vifons and Offences, contrary to the
Dogrine which ye bave learned,
and avoid them, Rom. xvi. 17.
If no other juft and fair Means
will do, get the Contentious re-
gularly, by the Authority of God,

2 put
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put away from among you ; and
rell them in the Words of the A- |}
pottle, Fbat if any Man feem to
be conteutions, we bave mo fuch
Caftorn , meither the Churches of
God, 1 Cor. xi. 16. And unlefs
you thus follow Peace among your
felves, you can never love and c»
fteem your Minifter as our Lord
requires of you, nor can you ex-
pe a Blefling by his Minittry:
For thus faith the Lord, #Where
Envying and Strife is, there is Con=
fufion and every evil Work, Jam.
sii. 16, And where every evil
Work is, there can be no Good.
If then you would avoid all Evil,
that you may fee and cn‘ioy Good,
you muft, by all means, feek Peace
and carneftly purfueit ; Peace with
(7od in Chrift, Peace with Con-
{ ience, Peace with your Mini-
tter, Peace among your felves,
and as much as lieth in you Peace
with all Men. Thus far of the
Doctrine, whence a Word of )
Vi, L TP-
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V.APPLICATION.

From this Do&rine then, thus
explained and proved by the
Word ot God .
1. See the bigh Value and Ten-
dernefs that Go! bath of bis Mini-
fiers.  He ¢/ .ems them very
highly, and €_r that Reafon de-
mands of you todo the fame : He
is very tender and careful; every
way, of them, in an evil World;
and therefore he requires of alk. |
that profefs to love him, to be fo
likewiie.

2. See alfo bow bighly the King
of Glory favonreth that “People, to
whom be fends any of bis faithful
Ambaffadors of Peace. They are
Perfons whom he very highly e=-
fteems, and requires them to be
highly efteemed: Hence, thofe
Pcople to whom. he fends and
gives any of thefe his highly e--
ftecmed ones, fhould take it as a
very great and high Favour done
unto
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unto them by the Lord of Glory. |
3. See aife, what coxtemptible
Thouglts a / :41..1 Worid bath (f
Gods Miriflers.  They are ac- |
counted thi 'Troublers of Ifracl,
thofe that turn the World upndc
down, the (iiscourings ot all
ail Things, and the :afieft of all
Men to be fpared : Thercfore,
our Lord ftc2ing this, he gave this
- ftrict Charge to effe=m them very
highly, in Lrve, , tcr their Work
fake.

. 4. See 3ifi what a bigh Wicked-
#els it &5 for any delpife and abufe
the Jaitbfr! Minificrs of Chrift. "Tis
to defpid: and abufe thofc whorn
he cﬁgcn‘e very highly ; thofe
who he hath, under the great
Scal of Hca»eq, commiflioned to
be his Ambafladors of Peace unto
a rebeltious World 5 2 Cor. v. 18,
19, 20. And he accounts any
Coatempt donec unto them, as
fuch, to be done to himfclt. He
that defpiferh you, faith he, de/pi-

Jfeth
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feth me 5 and be that defpifeth me,
def pyi'tb bim that fcit me, Lake x.
16. To defpife th: Ambaffadors
of Ged, and abufe them, is High
Treafon and Recbellion againtt
Heaven, and a giving Deharce
- with a hloh Hand to the Al-
~ mighty. Hence

5. See what a black and terrille
i Account, allthe Defpifers €2 Abujers
of God's Afu'y‘?ers, will bave to make
1p cxe Day. God {oicmnly com=
mands all Men to eftcem them ver
highly ; therefore, fuch as : mn!{
them very vilely, 'fhall find it a
moft bitter Thmcr So rebellious
i Ifrac! found it, of whe om it is
written, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 18. That
. they mocked i Meffenzess of God,

| eeegnd mx{ ifed bis Prc]\c*ets until ‘

| the Hiath of Ged rofe againgt bus
| Pecple, till there was no Remcd

And thofe that wiil take nc War-
ning, but go on In thciamc Steps,
fhal! tcel the Wrath of God to

the uttermoft, Luke x. 10,11, 12,
8. Sce

@ @ ot wahsi e
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6. See kence, what a folemn and

- moft weighty Thing it is, to call,

-

recesve, and engage under, a Mini-

: fler of Chrift, according to bis Gof=

L}

pel Order. As the Minifter for

his Part, fo the People for their
Part, have as much Caufe as he,
to cry out, Who is fufficient for all
shefe Things !  No Minifter of
Chrift comes any wkere without
his fending ; and wherever Chrigt
fends any Minifter, he will be to
fuch a People, cither the Savour
of Life unto Life, or of Death
unto Death. And the very beft
of Minifters are fent to a People
fomctimes in Judgment. So God
fent that mott excellent evangeli-
cal Prophet Ifaiah unto rcbellious
Ifracl; Go,faid he, make the Hears
of this People fat, and their Ears
beavy, and fbut their Eyes, left

they fee with their Eyes, and bear !

with tbeir Ears, aund underfland |

with their Hearts, and convert and

be bealed, Tfai. vi. 9, 10. Cwhat |

an
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an awful Confideratton i1s this!

Wherefore, you of this Congre-
gation, who are aflembled herc
chis Day, in the Name, and awlul
Prefence, of the Lord of Glory,
in order folemnly to call, receive,
and engage under, an Ambafiador
of Chrift, to miniftcr in the Holy
Things of God among you, To
you I fay, in the Namec & Word
of the Lord, fuffer 2 Word of
Exhortation in three or four
Things briefly ©

1. See toat you vrightly under=
ftand what you are going about, and
what God requires at your Hands
kerein. Wehave now ina fhort ge-
neral View fet this weightyCafe be-
fore you according to God’s Ho-
ly Word ; hcar ye then, and ua-
-derftand, and be not led by a
blind Zeal or Cuftom, but by a
well informed Judgment, in the
whole of this moft folemn Tranf-
action. '

P 2, ee
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2. See ibat you engaze and af,
in the whole of tbis Matter, with
deep Scleninity, and great Sincer:ty.
Confider, that the’ Mes be the
Inftruments herein, yct that you
arc here tranfasting with the all-
fceing jcalous God, whao will not
be mocked, but will {urely require
it at your Hands. And therctore
he now folemaly warns you, N«
19 Ls rafk with your Msutks, — dut
wleir wou wow, 5ot to defer to pay
1y —=dud it saslette Bolts oUW,
plar o ome and nit oy and porve
fornny Dieelefl ve 2,4, 5. Look
thzn to your Hearts and Mouths
in the Sight ot God, that yoa be
ivlemn and fincere.

3. See that you 43 and engage,
in the wholey, on a right and jure
Foundation.  Sce that you act and
engage through the whole ol this
Sofemnity, in deep Humility and
S:lt-denial 5 in Obedience to God ;

calible of your utter inability to
do or perform any thing you
£now |
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koow, purpofe, or vow; wholly
depending and refolving to de-

end always, inall Thiags, on the
Q‘Vifdom, Grace and Power of God
in Jefus Chrift, without whom you
cau doa nothing, and by whouw,
firengtbening yoti, you can do all
thinzs, Joh.xv. g. Philip.iv. 13.

4. See that you bave right Ends
aifo in the whole. Lay ahide and
abhor all Though.s ot promoting
ta&ious and Party Opinions: U-
nite as one Man, with one Heart
and Soul, to promote uiic Glory
of God, the Truth asit is in Je-
fus, the Enlargement of his King-
dcm, the Salvation of immortal
Souls, unteigned Iaith and real
Holineis, {ubttantial Godlinefs in
Purity and Power; and all accor-
ding to the Pattern given in the
Moune, (Hebr. viii. §.) which is
the written Word of God; with-
out any human Addition, Dimi-
nution, or Aiteration. (Rew, xxii.
18, 19.) Thusdo, and thus Felicve

1]



in the Lord your God, andyou (ball
b2 cflablifbed, Thkus believe ond -
bey bis Propbets, and ye jbali o~
per. (2 Chron. xx. 20.) Tke Lord
will be <with you, wbile yon be
eith bim. (2 Chron.xv.2.) nd
Jo Peace [bali be npon yor, and Mer-
¢5, and upon tke Ifvael of G-
Galat. vi. 16.

‘ IEITE
(R

¢



r o7 e

Y AR AR A
RS IRYRY

AN

APPENDIX~

Containing the QUESTIONS *’
publickly propofed, and the
CHARGES given, at the Or-
dination of Mr. Richard Trzat
to the Gofpel Miniftry at Abe
iv7tcs, Decem. 30. 1731.

HRISTIAN BROTHER, Mr. R:: 5-
C ard Treat, As you are now abouten-
i tring upon the weighty Office of the

Gofpel M'mﬁr), fo I fhall here, m the
N:me und Prefence of curLord JefusChrift,
and the Prefence and Hearing of this Cen-
gregation, propofe to you theft few Queflions.

. 1. Do you believe in God the Father
Almighty, Creator of Heaven und Earth 7

2. Do vou believe in  Jefus Chrift, his
enly Son oug Loid, co-cternal, and co-ef-

(L f&u&‘l!
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fent - with the Father, God aoor all) biefs
iad .nr ever?

3- Do you belicve, that Jefus Chrift, a5
Man, was conceived by the Holy Ghoft,
and boin of the Virgin Muary ?

4 Do you belicve, That Jetus Chrift,
for the Redemption of Siuners, did, un-
der Ponvius Fiate, {uder the Wrath and
Curfe of God, in his Soul and Body; ind
that hc was crucitied, truly dead, and bu-
zted ?

5. Do vou believe, Thar Jefus Chrift
rofe again from the Deid the third Day,
and that he atcended into Heaven, and that
he firteth at the right Hand of God the

Father Almigity, where he cever liveth to
make Interceflion for us 7

6. Do you beiieve, That Jefus Chrift
thall come from thence to judge the (Quick

w1d the Dead at the laft Day 2

-. Do you believe in the Holy Ghof,
true (God, co-eternal ind co-eflential with,
and proceeding trom, the Iather and the
Soun-; the great Sanltitier of the whole
Church of God ?

3. Do you believe that Jefus Chiift hath
a Catholick Church) containing the whele
Body

e el v © o —— B O oo s ,,,.“
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Body and Family of Believers in the
World ?

9 Do you believe, That all the Saints
have fpiritual Communion with Chrift their
FHead, and with one arother, by the Gof=
pel, in one Spirit, Grace and Glory ?

10. Do vou believe, That all true eled
' Believers, fhall have a full Forgivenefs of’
all their Sins, ard peife&t Juftification be.
fore God, through faith in the Bloed ang. -
Merits of Jetus Chuift ? e

11. Do you belicve, That all the Bodics
of the Dead, thatarc in their Graves, thall
come forth; they that have done Good,
| unto the Refurreftion of Life; and they
1zat have done Evil, unto the Refurretion
of Damnation ?

12. Do you believe, That all Men,
both Soul and Body, fhall live for ever;

- the Wicked in eternal Woe and Torments,
and the Rightcous in everlaiting . Life of
unfpeakable heavenly Pleafaresand Glory ?

- 13. Do you believe, That the Holy
~Ceriprures, of the Old and New Tefta-
“ments, arc the Word of GGod 2

- 14 Do you believe, that God’s Word
“contains all Things neceflary to Chriftian
» () 2 - Faith

g — - T P P F e s ek ——
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Faith and Praftice, rclating to Fod’s Wor-

!hip and our eternal Saivation ?

. Do you believe the Dclrines  of
thc IIo]y bcrlpturcs, for the Subftance of
Thmas, as they are explained and defined
in the Weitminfter Aflembly’s Clonfeflion
of Faith and Catechifms, received by us?

'16. Do you defire, and enter invo, this
- ho]y Calling of the Goipcl meﬂry, not

for hlthy Lucre, orotlier vile Ends ; but in
the Singlenefs of your Heart, tothe G oy of
God, the Promotion of his I&_mUdon , and
the ualvanon of immortal Souls ? 3

17. Do you refolve to be faithful it the
Difcharge of your whole Miniftry, by be.
ing, diligent in Prayer, Reading (nds
Word, and other fowd cdltymg Boaks,
Smdymr' and Meditaung, Preaching tae
Word, and dmmxﬁrmg the Nev.
Teftament Sacmmcnrq exercifing of Goi*
Kcl Difcipline, and all othegChriftian ana

finifterial Duties?

18 Do you refolve to be taithful and
7calous in maintaining and defending the
Truths of the Gofp el of Chrift, and the
Unity and Peace of h1> Chusch, to the ut-
moft of your Ability, againft all Frrors,
Delufions, and Schifins thar oppolc it ?

9. Do
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19. Do you refolve, by the Grace 2nd
Help ot Ged, to be an Example of Bew
lievess, efpectally thofe of your own Flock,
in Woil, in Conveifution, in Charity, :in
Spuir, in Furthy and in Pariy

2~ Do you reolve and promife, to
male the Word of Ged, centained in the
Hely Scnprures, the culy Rule of your

whoic Chriftiin and Minifen.d Condudt ?

2i. De you promiie, willingly, hum.
blvy, aud meckly, to fubmit unto the God-
. ’ -
Iy and Chriftian Counfels, Admonitions and

. Cenfures of yeur Miniftring Brethren inthe

Loid?

22. Do you refolve, by the Grace and
Sreength of God, to continue in the Gof-
pel Miniftrv unto your Life’s End ; againt
all Oppofitions, Difcouragements, Tiou-
bles, Afililtions or Perfecutions you may
meat with, in this prefent evil World ?

23. Do you willingly accept the Cull of

- this Church, to be their Minifter and Pa-
" ftor, by taking the Overfight of them in

———

the Lord ; refolving ro continue with them
till Death, except God fhall difable you,
or by his Providence regularly call and

| remove you clfewhere?

Now
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Now, You that arc chofen Re-
prefentatives of this Church |
in this {olemn Affiir:

1. Do you, of your own free Choi.z,
willingly call this our Chriftian Brother,
Mr. Richard Treat, to be your Muiftcr and
Paftor in the Lord ?

2. Do you promife, willingly and chear-

fally, with all Humility and Meeknefs, to

receive him, and to fubmit unto the Werd
of God, as to Doftrine, O:dinances, and
Difcipline, by him difpenfed among, and
cxercifed over, you, in the Lord ?

3- Do you refolve and promifz, to the
utmoft of your Ability, to encourage and
aflift him, in all the Parts of his Ofthce, by

being diligent, painful, and faithful o per-

form all the Duties towards him, as vour

Minifter and Pattor, that God in his Wo:d
requireth of you?

Proper Anfiwers were given o eve-
ry one of all thefe Queflicus in
particulur, by the Cand:date for
bis party and by the Repire/eiita-
tices for their pais,

Th. i
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Then was fung Plal. Ixviil. 2dPart,
I. Watts’s Ferfoon.

Then the Candidate was by folemn
Prayer, with the Impofiticu of
the Hauds of the Presbytery, or-
dained.

Then the Right Hand of Fellow/bip
- was given bim by every cue of bis
Ordainers, in Order, declaring .
orr Admittance and Recepticn of |

. bim, as our Brother and Cos |
Partuner in the Minifiry. R
Then the Reprefentatives, being calm
led, received bim by tie Hand as

l their Minifter and Puaflor in the

A #
RGN iu ”
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Lord.
Then followed

. The CHARGE
To the Minifler.. | ,

A N D now Brother, you haye made a
| good Confeflion before many Witnef-
fes, even before God, Angels, and Mcn;
Now the folemn Vows of God are upon

you ; "Thercfore, let me, inthe Name and
H )
' Bowels
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Bowels of Jefus Chrift, ourLord and Ma-

fter, and that in very few Words, ferioufly
exhort and admonith you;

1. Do confider ferionfly, the greanefs of your
Office and your Work. You ase, by Chuift,
made his Ambaflador, te a&t and treat in
his Name, with Men, in the great Affcirs §
of eternal Peace or War : You are made a
Steward ot his Houfe, and of the Myfteries §
of his Spiritual Kingdom, to difpenfc his

 Myfteries and Theafures, according to his
Will, and Mind revealed to you in his
Word : For which high Honour and Dig-
nity, you fhould very humbly fay with the
holy Apoftle, 7 thank Fefus Chrifi our Lord,
avbo bath enabled me, for that be counted me
faithful, putting me into the Minifry. (1 Tim. §
i. 12.) Your Work is very great and weigh- |
ty, as hath been briefly now fet before you, ¢
by the Word of Ged. And therefore, as
the Honour and Dignity of your Office,
may encourage you to endure Hardnefs, as §
a good Soldier of Jefus Chrift; fo letr the
Thoughts of the Greatnefs 4 Weightinefs,
and Difhiculty of your Work, ana your ut-
ter Infuthciency to perform in a right Man-
ner, ever keep you humble ; that your con-
tinnal Dependance may be upon the Grace,
Counfel, and Strength of God in Jefus
Chrifl, 'hrough all your Miniftration : That
in the whole you may ever truly fay, Not
1, but the Grace of God that is with me.
2. Confider
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2. Conjider tie great Sin and Danger of Neg-
ligence and Unfaithfulnefs in your Hork. Cuwi=
' fed be he that doth the Work of the Lord

deceitfully, faith our Ged; Fer xlviti.1o.
If any Soul perifh through vour Unsxiltul-
nefs, Negligence, or Unfaithtuluefs, God
will requue his Blood at your Hand. (£zek.
1l 17,18) [e fhall be damned tor his
~own Sins, through your Negleit or Un-
faithfulnef:; and the fearful Guilt of his
- Soul-blood, will prefs you down to the
. Pit of Perdition ! Corfider, and deeply lay.
i to Hearr, with whar Shame, Anguith, and
Terrors, you muft ftand before Cunift cur
'Lord and Judge, in the fearful Day of
- Account, ta receive your Sentence of eter-
!ual Damnaticn, if you be found unfaithtul,
rand any ways trcac?mrous to the Truft your
'Great Mafter hath committed into your
Hands! Therefore Pray, Study, and Strive
hard, That when you are geing out of the
World, you moy, with Comfoit, be able
in {ome good Meafure, to fay as the Apo-
Rtle, I am :lear from the Bleod of all Men,
for I bave not funmed to declare unto them, tle
ackcle Conntel of Gad, (Alts xx. 26,27.% Ar.d
then

5. Confider, The urpeakatle, prefent andetersal
Bleflirgs, Com'orts and oy, that wwill follosy your
| ¥ith fuslnes, in your great T inft. The Souls
converted and cdified by your Miniftry,

will
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will be as fo many fhining Stars i your
glouous Crown : And (,hrni your Lord,
will jovfully receive you, with a JFell done
o gocd and faithul Servant : And O how
will that £l voar Soul, with unfpeakable
Jov and G‘or\ ' Yea, tio' Ifrael be not g.‘dﬁ
ered yet 1f)ou be faithtul, vou Mall te gw~

ions in the £yves f your Lord (T4, xlix. 5.3
bo I conclude with that Apottolick Charge,
1 Tim. 1v.16. ‘I::Ke beed ( therefore Broriur‘
sinto thy felf, and wmto thy Dorine, continue in
tbem : For in doing this, tlow Palt bot) [ave
thy f2li, and ther: that kear tkee.

/. The CHARGE

. To the Pegple.

A\ D fo you, Chirtttian Brethren, of this
Congregation ; the Vows of (God are

likewiic upon you, for your Part, in
this foleran Atfair ; Be ye then exhorted
and admonithed, m the Name und Bowels
ot Jefus Chrift our dear Lord and Saviour.

. Do corfider feviorlly, the Fenonr that the
God of Glevy Lath conferved upon you. Here
he hath 1ens ao Ambadador of Peace unto
you, to declire unto you his Counfel and
creat Love, and o hiing you into his I2-
cerital Favour and lucndﬂnp Yea, God
uimlf, hereby, comes to dwell, in his

Mcrey
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Mercy and¥Grace, with and among; you 3 i‘:
to blefs you with all fpirirual Blefhngs in
heavenly Places, in Chrift Jefus. Admire
his Care and Kindneis towards you, and.
ever praile his hely Name.

o > o

2. Confider your Vows, and yorr manifold 3
Daties toavards God and bis _dmbaflador among |
yos, as we now briefly opened and proved :mto
you, by the Word of God, the Perforrrarce of i
all sobich, you bave folemnly promifed, in God's
acvful Prefence. Pronmife and Covenany 3
Breakers are placed of God among the vileff ™™
of Sinners, Eom. i 29.--32. And if yod"
prove obftinate, difobedient, unruly, un- -
truicful, and unthankful,- under the Means :
of Grace and Salvation which God hath’
now given you; and thereby grieve. the
tHeart of his Ambaflador, and make him
complain of you unto his Lord ; his Lord
will hear him, and avenge his Quarrel:
| and then, be you fure of it, *Jeviil be more
" olevable for thofe moft abominable and bru-

tifth Sinuers of Sodom and Gomorvab in the

Day of Fudzment, than jor you, (Mat. xi. 20,

-- 25.) Therefore on the other hund |
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3. Confider, that if yeu avill be faithtul in
your Duties, and to yeur Promifcs, then how
bappy ard bleffed fia!l you be. 1t you hLighly
efteem your Minifter, in Lovc, for his
Work fake; if you gladly receive, believe
and obey the Word of God by him dif-

- penfed




- :enfcd among you; if you* chearfully,
~ humbly, and mccklv fubmirt unto the holy
. fpel Difci ine, by him exercifed over
é,; 3, in the Lord : Then the Gaod of Love
= Peace will dwell with you and blefs
you; he will htlsfy vou with the Marrow
and Fatncfs of his Houfe, and the River
of his Pleafures; he will never leave you
nor forfake you ; he will guide you with
his Counfel whlle you | live, “and will atte.~
- ward receive you into ulory ; and his Leve,
. Mercy, and Blefling, fhall fellow vour
’ﬁhlldrcn and Children’s Children in theis

F.G%pcrauous, Pfal. ciil. 17, 1S.

‘.,.ﬂ

FINIS




	The_minister_of_Christ_and_the_duties_of_his__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._3538__1732 (1 of 3)
	The_minister_of_Christ_and_the_duties_of_his__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._3538__1732 (2 of 3)
	The_minister_of_Christ_and_the_duties_of_his__Early_American_Imprints_Series_1_no._3538__1732 (3 of 3)



