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FOREWORD

This passionate letter presents a fascinating and pro-
found philosophy of life. Its phrases are measured by the
throbbings of a great heroic heart. The author appears
as the exemplar and defender of the noblest ideals and
the supreme privileges of the Christian ministry, while his
human weakness, his sincerity, his struggles, and his tears
evoke our sympathy, our admiration, and our love. His
message impresses upon every reader the priceless value
of loyal friendships, the imperishable influence of unselfish
service, and the incomparable glory and power of the
gospel of Christ.




INTRODUCTION-

This epistle was written by Paul to the Christians in
Corinth to prepare them for his approaching visit. He
was on his Third Missionary Journey. After a protracted
stay in Ephesus, he was passing through Macedonia to
Greece. Possibly at Philippi he met his messenger, Titus,
who brought tidings from the Corinthian church. These
were of such a character as to make necessary the follow-
ing letter, with which Titus was sent back to Corinth.
He was to carty out certain instructions of the apostle
and to announce his near approach.

Paul had founded the church some five vears before,
when on his Second Missionary Journey. It was this
journey which resulted in bringing the gospel from Asia
to Europe, and the Corinthian church was possibly the
most abiding monument of that memorable tour. The
essential feature of his Third Journey was the sojourn of
more than two years in Ephesus. During this time Paul
was in constant communication with his friends at Corinth
across the Afgean Sea. His heart was burdened con-

- tinually by reports of the perils by which the infant
church was threatened. To correct certain abuses and in
reply to specific questions he had written the letter which
is known as First Corinthians, and now, on his way to -
revisit the city, he addresses to the church this important
‘epistle which is known as Second Corinthians. From
references contained in both these letters it appears, how-
ever, that Paul made more than these two visits to
Corinth and that he wrote at least two other letters to
this church. Some knowledge of these incidents in the
life of Paul is necessary to a full understanding of this
second epistle.. It must be confessed, however, that a
satisfactory reconstruction of the history is difficult, if
not impossible. = This is not because.of.thedack;but of
. 7 o




8 INTRODUCTION

the abundance, of the historic material. The endeavor
brings one to what an eminent expositor has called “a-
trackless forest.” The problem becomes tangled because,
while the details appear rather definite, it proves baffling
to search for any one unquestioned course of events which
includes them all. However, they all belong to the limited
period of Paul's two years at Ephesus and the main
features of the story are not difficult to record.

It appears certain that at least one letter was dispatched
by Paul to Corinth, I Cor. 5 : 9, before he wrote what is
known as First Corinthians. It would seem further that
between First and Second Corinthians at least one other
letter was sent. This is described as a sorrowful letter,
written with anguish of heart and with many tears,
II Cor. 2:3, 4. Paul even regretted for a time that it
had been penned, II Cor. 7 : 8; yet under the influence of
Titus, its bearer, a happy effect had been produced. It
seems hardly possible to identify this letter with First
Corinthians. The latter does contain certain stern para-
graphs; but its spirit is calm, its emotions are controlled,
and its evident purpose is to instruct rather than to rebuke.

It seems further that Paul paid to Corinth a brief,
painful, unrecorded visit, which some students place before
the writing of his first epistle. This is now more com-
monly supposed to have taken place between the time of
the first and the second of the epistles which have been
preserved, IT Cor. 2 :1; 12 :14;13 : 1.

Still further it would appear that Paul had promised a
speedy visit, which he was to make by coming directly
across the &gnan Consequently the Corinthians were
d15app01nted because of his delay, and because he was
actually coming by way of Macedonia, which course, how-
ever, was according to the plan clearly stated in his first
epistle, I Cor. 16 :'5; II Cor. 1 : 15.

It therefore may be conjectured that after the writing
of his first epistle conditions in the church became more
serious, demanding of Paul a speedy voyage across the sea
to Corinth.  On this brief visit his forbearance was mis-
taken for weakness. He was subjected to actual humilia-
tion and left abruptly for Ephesus, promising to return
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soon. From Ephesus he wrote tlhie sorrowful and painful
letter of severe rebuke relating his changed plan of travel.
Aided by the influence of Titus, the Corinthian offenders
repented with deep contrition. The abuses in the church
were corrected. Confidence in the apostle was fully re-
stored. In accordance with Paul’s instructions, Titus
started on his journey toward Ephesus by way of Mace-
donia. Meanwhile Paul’s long stay at Ephesus had been
brought to an end. He set out for Corinth, but by the
longer route, expecting to meet Titus at Troas, with news
from Corinth. In spite of the wide door for evangelistic
work open before him at Troas, Paul pressed on to Mace-
donia. There at last he met Titus, whose favorable report
thrilled his heart with overwhelming joy. He learned that
the great body of Corinthian Christians had obeyed his
command and had shown toward him their deep affection
and their devoted loyalty. However, they had neglected
to complete the offering which he had requested of them
for the needy Judean Christians. Then, too, there were
among them certain false apostles who denied Paul’s
authority and tried to brand him as a mercenary impostor.

Paul now explains the change in his plans and the
reason for delaying his visit. He expresses his confidence
in the Corinthian Christians and his tender love for them.
He dwells at length upon the sincere, devoted, glorious,
accredited character of his ministry. He urges them to
 complete before his arrival the contribution for the suffer-

ing saints in Jerusalem. He sternly rebukes his un-
scrupulous adversaries. He exposes their intrigue and
deceit. He shows the absurdity of their claims, vindicates
completely his position as an apostle of Christ, and warns
his opponents of the severe discipline he will administer
when he comes again if they persist in their hostile and
wicked conduct. ,

Such an attempted reconstruction of the circumstances
attending the writing of this epistle at least makes evi-
dent the main elements in the problem. It presents the
chief points of historic interest in the movements of Paul
and indicates that a more exact knowledge of his experi-
ences would throw further light upon his recorded words.

-
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Tt should be: insisted, however, that the uncertainty
surrounding the movements of the writer in no way af-
fects the understanding of those great spiritual truths
which, though quite incidentally, he sets forth; nor does
it in any wise make difficult the practical application of
these truths to the problems of modern life.

Here, as plainly as in his other epistles, great funda-
mental doctrines are discerned. - Here is revealed the
glory of the exalted Christ, his reconciling work, and his
transforming power. Here is declared the duty of service
and of strict avoidance of sin. Here is the assurance of
pardon and the promise that present experiences of grace
" will issue in a life of celestial glory.

However, this letter is less doctrinal than any of the
other epistles, with the exception of Philemon. Itsteach-
. ings produce deeper conviction because introduced casually
and as matters of course.. Furthermore, the artless intro-
‘duction of historic incidents and the perplexing array of
personal references demonstrate the genuineness of the
letter and make it by far the most biographical of all the
writings of the great apostle. ' The difficulty of arranging =
in satisfactory sequence’ these personal references:only
adds to the impression of genuineness. :

Yet it is not the events of his outward life which attract
. our supreme interest. It israther the revelation which is

- here made of the apostle’s soul. We look into his very
heart.  We see his motives, his anguish, his joys, his fears,
his hopes, his wounded feelings, his ardent love. - Evidently
the whole letter was written under the stress of strong

~ emotion. It is this fact, rather than the uncertainty of

the personal references, which makes portions of the epistle
difficult to understand. The style is broken, involved, and -
at times obscure.  The impetuosity of the thought moves
from point to point with a rapidity which makes it hard
to grasp the sequence and connection. -Much is indicated
' as beneath the surface. It is'a question how far some -
-statements are ironical, or how far they are to be taken =
as expressions of facts. ' e .
" The language is picturesque. It abounds in metaphors -
. which are frequently embodied in single words. The




|18
¥
i
i

THE CHARACTER OF THE LETTER 11

epistle is one of many moods.  “‘Joy and heaviness, anxiety
and hope, trust and resentment, anger and love” follow
one another with bewildering abruptness. It presents a
conflict of feelings in which gratitude and indignation,

.gladness and grief, are struggling for the mastery. Mingled

severity and tenderness, reproof and praise, command
and exhortation, suffering and rejoicing, humiliation and
exhortation, are set forth in terms unparalleled in all the
literature of the world. - “Ecstatic thanksgiving and cut-
‘ting irony, self-assertion and self-abnegation, condemna-
tion and warning, authority, paradox, and apology, all
meet and cross and seethe; yet out of the swirling eddies
1];ise like rocks grand Christian principles and inspiring
opes.”’

Amid all the storm of passion Paul is ever under perfect
self-control. The circumstances explain and justify it
all. * He is ever the master of himself, sincere, intelligent,
consistent. The great truths of Christian experience are
made the more striking because of the surroundings in

~ which they appear; and even the humblest duties are
“enforced by reference to the highest laws. In fact, ‘‘a new .

philosophy of life is poured forth, not through systematic:

e treaties, but through bursts of human feeling.”

- Whatever the seeming difficulty of statement, whatever

. the obscurity of historic reference, Paul's majestic per- "
sonality stands forth in this epistle, clearly revealed. His

limitations are nowhere more obvious; but his heroic

greatness never appears more supreme. Yet all his vir-

tues, his excellencies, and his glory are evident reflections

of an unseen Person in whose presence he is standing.
The secret of his life is laid bare, his one impelling purpose

is made plain, as we hear him passionately declare, “The

love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge,
that one died for all, therefore all died; and he died for all,

that they that live should no longer live unto themselves, -
but unto him who for their sakes died and rose again.”
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II Cor. 1:1, 2 THE SALUTATION '~ 15

I.. Paur’s PrincipLES oF AcTioN. II Cor.1:1to7:16
A. THE SALUTATION. Ch. 1:1,2

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God,
and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is
at Corinth, with all the saints that are in the whole of Achaia:
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ.

The name of Paul, placed at the beginning of a book,
arrests the attention of the reader. This man stands
supreme among the followers of Christ. To him more
than to any other is due the extension of Christianity from

_Jerusalem to Rome, and the subsequent advance of Chris-
tian civilization into every region of the world.
In this place the name Paul is not a forgery. It is
not assumed by a writer to attract attenticm to his work.
No document from the distant centuries is more cer-
tainly authoritative. Not even the Epistle to the Gala-
tians is more surely a product of the great apostle. The
artless profusion of personal references makes this a
veritable. chapter in the life of Paul. This is the first
source of its fascination and its charm. Here are recorded
not only the most dramatic incidents in a distinguished
career, but the actual motives, the impulses, the struggles,
the yearnings, of a great human heart.
Paul had recently passed through one of the most fruit-
ful periods followed by one of the most painful experiences -
of his life. For more than two years he had been working
in Ephesus. A great Chnst1an community had been
established. The whole province of Asia had been evangel-
ized.. Letters had been written for the.instruction of
_distant churches. Plans had been formulated for a journey

to Rome. Soon after, the apostle had narrowly escaped
from deadly violence; his heart had been crushed by dis-
appointing news from Corinth; and he had been tortured.
by the delay of his messenger Titus. Now at last good
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tidings have come. Titus has brought a favorable report
from the Corinthian church; and from some point in
Macedonia Paul is writing this letter to express his grati-
fication, to encourage gifts for needy Christians in Jerusa-
lem, and to rebuke certain enemies who are questioning
his apostolic authority.

Therefore, when he styles himself “an apostle of Christ
Jesus through the will of God,” he is coming to the very
heart of his epistle, and is striking one of the notes which
he finds it necessary to prolong. The phrase is familiar,
yet it gains significance from the closing chapters of this
jetter, and in any connection it is full of meaning. ‘“An
apostle” is a messenger. The term means literally “one
who is sent.” It is fairly rendered by the modern word
#missionary.”’” Incidentally, it is well to be reminded that
this is a missionary message, sent by the world’s greatest
missionary to a missionary church; and in the light of
such facts the letter should be read. :

The term “apostle” had acquired a technical sense. It
denoted one who had been commissioned by Christ, who
was a witness of the resurrection, and who had the creden-
tials of miraculous powers. Thus Paul here calls himself
tan apostle of Christ Jesus,” by which he means that
Christ- Jesus appointed him to his office. This appoint-
ment, he claimed, was by means of a heavenly vision and
not by any agency of man. He here further declares it
o have been in accordance with a divine purpose, and
‘“through the will of God.”

In some real, if secondary, sense all Christians are mes-
sengers or missionaries of Christ Jesus. “Through the will
of God" they are sent forth as those who have been
divinely called into the service of Christ. They belong to
Christ and the substance of all their witness, by word or
by deed, is to be the truth concerning his divine person
and his redeeming work.

In these introductory phrases Paul unites with his own
name that of Timothy. Of all persons in the world
Timothy was most precious to the heart of Paul. He had
become a Christian under Paul’s influence when the
apostle was at Lystra on his Second Missionary Journey.
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II Cor. 1:1, 2

Since then he had been Paul’s closest companion. By his
own presence and preaching he had aided in establishing
the church at Corinth. More recently he had planned a
visit to that church. It is not certain that he carried
out this purpose, but in any event he was now with Paul
in Macedonia. His disposition was rather timid and re-
tiring; but he was not lacking in ability, in vigor, or in
moral courage. His sincerity and sympathy won the
affection of Paul, who elsewhere calls him his ‘““true child,”
and testifies that his service had been “like a son to a
father.”

Here Paul is careful not to call him an apostle, but
designates him as “our brother.” By this title he refers
to the brotherhood of Christian believers who constitute
the most notable fraternity in all history. The purpose
here is not to emphasize the relation of Timothy to Paul,
but the relation of Timothy to the readers of the epistle.
It is not intimated that he is aiding Paul in composing
the letter, or even that he is writing it as Paul's amanuensis.
Rather it is intimated that what is written by the apostle
has the approval of a fellow Christian who is held by the
readers in brotherly affection and high esteem.

The readers are described as constituting ‘‘the church
of God which is at Corinth.” That was a strange place
in which to find a church of God. The city was noted
for its immorality, its license, and its pagan impurity; but
there the power of the gospel had been demonstrated by
the establishment of a flourishing society of redeemed
souls.  This church, it is true, had its great perils and its
faults. These pressed as a heavy burden on the heart of
Paul. Once and again he had found it necessary to ad-
monish and rebuke these immature believers; now he is
writing to them with deep affection, not only as to con-
verts whom he has brought to Christ, but as to a brother-
hood which has been brought into being by God and is
the object of his love and care.

With these Christians, Paul unites, in his salutation, all
their fellow believers who “‘are in the whole of Achaia.”
He refers to the Roman province which is practically
identical with modern Greece. In this region there were
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many scattered converts, as at Cenchree and Athens. -
Paul does not mean that he is.composing a circular letter
to be sent to a number of neighboring. churches, but
rather that he has in mind all believers who are in com-
mumcauon with the church at Corinth. He designates
them as “saints.”” This had become already a common
name for all Christians. During the earthly life of their
Master they had been known as “disciples,” and subse-
quently they called themselves “brethren”’; but Paul more
commonly described them as “‘saints.” The word did not
denote moral perfection, but the high privilege and ob-
jective and destiny of those who, as the result of a divine
call, were holy, separated unto God; those who, as his
people, were expected to keep themselves from sin and to
serve his Son. _

To these readers Paul addresses his apostolic salutation,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.” Some personal greeting was usual at
the opening of a Greek letter;but Paul transforms a common
courtesy into a spiritual appeal ‘He expresses his wish,
indeed his prayer, that his readers may be granted grace
and peace. This was a common form of Oriental saluta-
“tion, and for centuries peace had been united with grace
in the bened1ctlon of the Jewish priests, “J ehovah i
be ‘gracious unto thee: . . . and give thee peace.”
“However, Paul ﬁlls both familiar terms with new and
larger meaning. Grace denotes the free and unmerited
favor of God, and is in itself the source and origin of
peace, which in its turn is meant to include all those
spiritual blessings which God can bestow. Paul asks that
these may be supplied by God, in his relation to believers
as their heavenly Father, and by Jesus Christ, whom they
acknowledge as their Lord. Such an implied equality of
“God our Father” and “the Lord Jesus Christ” is surpris-
ing even to many modern readers, but it is a witness to
the faith of the Early Church, shared by believers in all
“the succeedmg centunes, that God is bestcwmg all his
~gracious gifts through the dwme Person of his Son, our
Savxour and our Lord,
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B. THE THANKSGIVING. Ch,1:3-11

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort; 4 who com-~
forteth us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort
them that are in any affliction, through the comfort where-
with we ourselves are comforted of God. 5 For as the suf-
ferings of Christ abound unto us, even so our comfort also
aboundeth through Christ. 6 But whether we are afflicted,
it is for your comfort and salvation; or whether we are com-~
forted, it is for your comfort, which worketh in the patient
enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: 7 and
our hope for you is stedfast; knowing that, as ye are par-
takers of the sufferings, so also are ye of the comfort. 8 For
we would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning our
affliction which befell us in Asia, that we were weighed down
exceedingly, beyond our power, insomuch that we despaired
even of life: 9 yea, we ourselves have had the sentence of
death within ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves,
but in God who raiseth the dead: 10 who delivered us out of
so great a death, and will deliver: on whom we have set our
hope that he will also still deliver us; 11 ye also helping to-
gether on our behalf by your supplication; that, for the gift
bestowed upon us by means of many, thanks may be given
by many persons on our behalf.

It is common to find an expression of thanksgiving
added to the opening salutation, in the secular letters of.
Paul's day. With the apostle the practice was so in-
variable that the omission of an opening salutation in his
Epistle to the Galatians places a startling emphasis upon
the stern rebuke with which that letter begins. Usually
Paul returns thanks for spiritual graces which God has
conferred upon the readers. In Second Corinthians, asin
First Timothy, the gratitude expressed is for benefits he
has himself received. However, the persons addressed are
very definitely in his mind. The divine bestowals upon
Paul are said to have as their ultimate purpose the com-
fort and encouragement of his readers, and these very
gifts are regarded by the apostle as answers to their
prayers.

He expresses two reasons for thanksgiving. First, he
gives thanks for divine comfort, vs, 3-7, and second, for
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divine deliverance, vs. 8-11. In each case the apostle has
in mind some deadly peril in which he has been afforded
consolation and courage, and out of which he has been
delivered by the power of God.

He ascribes all praise, all thanksgiving, all glory, to God:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.”” There is
something rather surprising in speaking of the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Yet, with all the mystery involved, it
is proper to speak not only of the Christ of God but of
the God of Christ. Here our Lord is mentioned as the
Channel and Agent through whom all blessings are com-
municated to men. The blessings here particularly in
view are those of compassion and comfort. Therefore,
God is described as ‘‘the Father of mercies,” or the com-
passionate Father, and “the God of all comfort.”

Ten times do these first five verses make mention of
comfort. Their rhythmic cadences form a veritable hymn
of consolation. Their message is such as to inspire hope
in every sorrowing heart. Their summons is to the service
of others, by kindly sympathy, by encouragement, and by
the gracious ministry of good cheer.

The comfort here specially in mind is that which comes
to one who is suffering as a follower of Christ. It is
specifically the comfort of an apostle who has been shar-
ing the sufferings of his Lord. Yet the notes of this song
of cheer may strike responsive chords in the soul of anyone
who feels the burden of affliction or the burning desire
to bring relief to those who are in need. .

True comfort is traced to its divine Source. In view
of the consolation he has himself received, Paul would
ascribe thanksgiving and praise and blessing to the “God
of all comfort.” = Here for the first time in the New Testa-
ment God is described as a divine Comforter. In his
farewell discourse Christ so described himself, when he
declared that his abiding Spirit was to be for his followers
“another Comforter.”” Christ had been a true Comforter
to his disciples and henceforth his Spirit was to continue
his blessed work. The word “comforter” or “paraclete”
is very beautiful. - It describes one who is called to the

ST PR PR A T
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side of another to give help. This help may be in the
nature of .cheer, courage, or new strength. Such help
Paul had found in a time of desperate need, and he
ascribes it to ‘‘the Father who is full of compassion,” to
“the God who is the giver of all comfort.”

The means by which the comfort was given Paul does
not state. In the case of other Christians it comes some-
times by the reading of Scripture, sometimes by the
sympathetic ministries of friends, sometimes by the re-
moval of the affliction, sometimes by the secret offices of
- the divine Spirit. But, whatever the method, Paul traces
the source of relief to the loving heart of God.

The apostle declares further that God has a definite
purpose in imparting his consolation. It is, ‘‘that we may
be able to comfort them that are in any affliction, through
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God.” Probably it is an exaggeration to assert that one
who has never suffered is powerless to bring consolation
or help or cheer. An angel brought strength to Christ in
the hour of his agony, and yet angels do not suffer. How-
ever, one who has endured pain and anguish is more likely
to sympathize with suffering; and surely those who have
found divine comfort in times of affliction are the ones
best qualified to bring others who are afflicted to the same
Source of strength, and to share with them the consolation
which has brought peace and courage to their own souls.

Paul adds that his consolation, even as his suffering,
was due to his relation to Christ, ‘‘for as the sufferings of
Christ abound unto us, even so our comfort also aboundeth
through Christ.”

By this reference to “‘the sufferings of Christ” Paul did
not claim any part in the unique, atoning, redeeming
work of the divine Saviour. Yet he meant more than
that his sufferings were endured for the sake of Christ.
He meant that the opposition, the persecution, the cruel-
ties he endured were like those which Christ endured, and
that he submitted to them as a servant of Christ, and as -
one who by faith was identified with Christ.  If, then, in
virtue of this vital union, he had an abundant share in
the sufferings of his Lord, he was sure that through the
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same union with Christ he was receiving an abundant
supply of divine comfort. The same unfailing confidence
can be shared by all the followers of Christ. Those who
are willing to suffer with their Lord, who consent to take
up the cross as his followers, can be sure of his consolation
and his strength.

While Paul is thus expressing gratitude for the divine
comfort” which he himself is enjoying, his thought is
actually centering upon the Corinthian Christians to
whom this letter is addressed. They are the ultimate
recipients of all the grace vouchsafed to him. So he
adds, “But whether we are afflicted, it is for your com-
fort and salvation; or whether we are comforted, it is for
your comfort, which worketh in the patient enduring of
the same sufferings which we also suffer.”” Therefore,
both his sufferings and his comfort benefit those to whom
he is writing. The skill which he acquires in the school
of affliction enables him so to comfort those who endure
similar trials that their faith is strengthened, their pa-
tience is made more steadfast, their salvation is assured.

The purpose of suffering has never been fully revealed.
Its mystery still remains. However, one of its blessed
results is the ability it gives to soothe and sympathize,
to cheer and to strengthen others, when in his own suffer-
ing a man has experienced the presence and the comfort
of God. Therefore Paul can close his thanksgiving for
the consolation he has received with a statement which
is truly complimentary to his friends in Corinth. He
affirms his absolute confidence that they are partaking
both of the sufferings of Christ and of the comfort of
Christ.

How real and how deadly his own sufferings have been,
Paul now sets forth, as in the four closing verses of his
thanksgiving he expresses his gratitude for divine deliver-
ance.

What was the exact peril from which he had been
rescued, it is impossible to discover. Some have conjec-
tured that it was a shipwreck; but such could hardly be
described as having been “in Asia.” This phrase prob-
-ably denotes Ephesus, the great Asiatic capital, which
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had been for three years the scene of his struggles and
his success. Many believe that the reference here is to
the intolerable suffering Paul endured when he learned of .
the rebellion and divisions in the Corinthian church, and
when he was informed of the attacks made upon him by
the enemies who denied his authority, questioned his in-
tegrity, and attempted to destroy his work. Undoubtedly
this was one of the most crushing blows which ever fell
upon this devoted servant of Christ. It is true also that
deliverance  from this distress by the good news from
Corinth was the very occasion of the epistle, and that
reference to such deliverance would be pertinent in this
introductory thanksgiving. Yet it would appear that the
language here employed is rather extravagant if descrip-
tive of mental depression resulting from evil tidings, how-
ever severe that depression may have been.

Others suppose that Paul's peril was that of a severe
illness which had brought him into the very shadow and
despair of certain death. However, such an experience
would scarcely be classed among “the sufferings of Christ.”

- Of course one may bear sickness with heroic courage for
the sake of Christ and by the grace of Christ; but Christ’s
sufferings were rather those of opposition and persecution
due to the malice and hatred of men. They were not of
the nature of bodily disease. ‘

It is quite possible that Paul referred to some un-
recorded outbreak of fury and violence from which escape
seemed absolutely hopeless. This was not the uproar
and riot caused by Demetrius, with the account of which
The Acts closes the story of Paul's stay in Ephésus.
Special mention is made of the safety of the apostle on -
that particular occasion. However, such a scene indi-
‘cates what may have occurred afterward. Paul declared
in his First Epistle to the Corinthians that during his
stay at Ephesus he had “fought with beasts.” By this
he referred probably to the opposition and violence of
brutal and bestial men. Such men may have inflicted

great suffering upon the apostle. v

Whatever the specific peril may have been, it was surely
extraordinary and unique even among the tragic and
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tempestuous and thrilling experiences of Paul. By it he
was ‘‘prostrated beyond all power of endurance.” He
was without any way of escape, was “‘utterly at a loss.”
He actually despaired of life. Indeed, when he asked
himself the question whether the issue was to be life or
death, the only possible answer was death.

For deliverance from such imminent peril Paul is re-
turning thanks; but he pauses to express the purpose of
God in allowing him to come to such a place of hopeless-
ness. It was that Paul might be stripped of all self-
confidence and inspired with a new trust in God. As the
apostle declares, “We ourselves have had the sentence of
death within ourselves, that we should not trust in our-
selves, but in God who raiseth the dead.” ~Thus he came
to have a new confidence in God as able not only to keep
from death, but to raise from the dead. Thus, in this
bitterest experience Paul had ever known, he found faith
born of despair. .

Such faith gave birth in turn to imperishable hope, so
that he could refer to God as the One “who delivered us
out of so great a death, and will deliver: on whom we
have set our hope that he will also still deliver us.”

To God, then, Paul is grateful for so signal a deliver-
ance; yet in his expression of thanks he is never unmindful
of the friends to whom his letter is addressed. In fact, he
closes his thanksgiving with a beautiful reference in which
he ascribes to them a part, and a very real part, in his
rescue from death. They had been ‘‘helping together” by
their prayers on his behalf. In' their petitions and in
God’s gracious reply there had been a divine purpose.
It was that, when the deliverance came, Paul should not
be alone in giving thanks. The many who had prayed
tt')or him would, with upturned faces, give thanks on his

ehalf.

Thus, in the opening thanksgiving of his epistle, Paul
expresses his confidence in the Corinthian Christians and
in their deep concern for him. He pictures the true com-
munion of believers: Those who find divine comfort re-
joice that they are fitted thus to become ministers of
consolation; those who are granted divine deliverance
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unite in thanksgiving with those whose prayers have been
instrumental in their relief. Thus all are united in new
gratitude toward ‘‘the Father of mercies and God of all

comfort.”

C. THE EXPLANATION. Chs. 1:12t02:11

1. The Changed Plan, Ch. 1:12-22

12 For our glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience,
that in holiness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom
but in the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in the world,
and more abundantly to you-ward. 13 For we write no other
things unto you, than what ye read or even acknowledge,
and I hope ye will acknowledge unto the end: 14 as also ye
did acknowledge us in part, that we are your glorying, even
as ye also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

15 And in this confidence I was minded to come first unto
you, that ye might have a second benefit; 16 and by you to
pass into Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to come
unto you, and of you to be set forward on my journey unto
Judza. 17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I show
fickleness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose accord-
ing to the flesh, that with me there should be the yea yea and
the nay nay? 18 But as God is faithful, our word toward you
is not yea and nay. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who
was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus
and Timothy, was not yea and nay, but in him is yea. 20 For
how many soever be the promises of God, in him is the yea:
wherefore also through him is the Amen, unto the glory of
God through us. 21 Now he that establisheth us with you in
Christ, and anointed us, is God; 22 who also sealed us, and
gave us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Occasionally it is necessary for a Christian minister to
defend his character and to explain his conduct. Usually
it is better for him to suffer in silence and to await the
vindication which God will give in eternity if not in time.
Paul felt that the charge of insincerity had been circulated
so widely in the church at Corinth that it was necessary
to begin his letter by removing certain misgivings and
suspicions which he believed to be in the minds of his

readers.
He had been charged with fickleness and double-dealing.
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This charge was based on three alleged grounds. First
of all, he was approaching Corinth by a route different
from that which he had promised to take. Secondly,
after assuring the Corinthians of a speedy visit, he had
long delayed his coming. Thirdly, he was now advising
leniency toward the very man upon whose punishment he
had insisted with such force.

These were not very serious charges, but they were
made the grounds for casting aspersions upon the honesty
and integrity of the apostle. There is something humiliat-
ing in the very fact that a man like Paul should ever be
called upon to defend his character. However, human
nature is such that even to-day in Christian communities
false motives are imputed and suspicions are aroused so
that the most sensitive and unselfish souls are compelled
to speak in their own defense. :

Paul begins with a positive and emphatic affirmation
of his absolute and complete sincerity. He declares this
to be a real ground for boasting. His conscience bears
witness to the fact that his conduct has been characterized
by ‘“‘a holiness separated from all uncleanness of the
world, and an uprightness which if examined by the most
brilliant light of the sun will show no defects.” He has
never relied upon worldly cleverness, but always upon the
grace of God. His purity of purpose and the crystal
transparency of his conduct have been manifested every-
where, and never more clearly than in his dealings with
the Corinthian church. V. 12:

This affirmation is closely linked with the thanksgiving
with which the letter opens, where he says in effect that
he well may expect his readers to pray for his safety,
since his conduct has ever been such as to merit their
confidence and love. It is also vitally related to the para-
graphs which follow, for it states the theme or forms the 3
summary of Paul’s entire reply to the three charges, with :
which he proceeds to deal.

First of all, however, he makes his claim of sincerity
more definite by referring to his letters. These seem to
have contained the statements upon which the charge of
duplicity was based. Paul insists that the meaning of his
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written words has always been obvious and plain. He
has never tried to deceive. No one has been expected
to read between the lines. He has said what he meant
and has meant what he said. The Corinthians have read
what was written and have recognized it as true. Paul
hopes they ever will do the same. Indeed, they have
always trusted Paul, at least most of them have, and
have acknowledged that they have real reason for glorying
in him as their spiritual father. Similarly he expects to
be proud of them, in the day when Christ returns.

The mention of that day, on which all thoughts will
be revealed, confirms Paul’s claim of sincerity. He has
no fear of what will then be disclosed as to his motives
and conduct. This passage greatly strengthens the intro-
duction to his defense. Vs. 13, 14.

As to the change of plan, Paul admits that he had in-
tended to visit Corinth by a different route. He had
hoped to come by the short course across the sea and
then to journey northward to Macedonia; he had planned
to return again to Corinth from Macedonia, and then to
be helped forward by his Corinthian friends as he started
for Judea. This plan had been formed “in this confidence”
of mutual trust and esteem which he has just described.
"He did not suppose that his plans would be regarded as a
ground for suspecting his motives or traducing his char-
acter. “In wishing to come by the longer route,” writes
the apostle, ““did I show levity?” He refers to that light-
ness of character which permits a man to make a promise
he has no intention of fulfilling. “Or are my purposes
usually like those of a man of the world who is animated
by fleshly motives, unstable, insincere? Are they to be
interpreted at the same time as meaning both ‘Yes, yes’
and ‘No, no’?”  Of the truth of such suspicions and of
false charges of insincerity, Paul makes a solemn denial.
“As God is faithful, our word toward you is not yea and
nay.” Neither his proposed plans nor the gospel he
preached was vacillating, contradictory, unreliable. His
gospel message centered in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
Surely the Christ who had been preached by Paul and
his companions is not a Christ of uncertainty or contra-
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dictions. He is not a waverer between yes and no, but
in him is ever found a divine “Yes"; for all the promises
made®y God in the Old Testament find in Christ their
confirmation, their fulfillment, their guarantee. ‘“In him
is the yea.” Wherefore also. through him those who be-
lieve in him express their ‘“Amen.” They attest God’s
truthfulness and faithfulness. They glorify God. They
declare that they have found in personal experience all
that was contained in God’s precious promises. To the
question, “Will God'’s promises be fulfilled?” Christ is the
Answer, the incarnate ‘“Yes,” the everlasting ‘“Yea.” So
through him comes, from the believers who have experi-
enced this fulfillment, the glad “Amen,” “It isso.”” This
experience of theirs had been brought to pass through
Paul. Could it be then that he was guilty of such weak-
ness and instability as have been imputed to him?

Thus it appears that Paul argues from the character
of his preaching to the quality of his conduct. Such a
message as his could not have come from a man who was
fickle and unreliable in his own resolves and promises.

This argument is not in every case conclusive. A man’s
preaching is not always an index to his life. However,
when, as in the case of Paul, a man’s whole soul is ab-
sorbed in declaring the faithfulness of God, it is incredible
that he should himself be faithless and false; and, further-
more, when his message centers in the fulfillment of God's
promises, he is not likely to be untrue to his own. Vs. 15-20.

Paul further argues, however, that his character, which
has been called in question and traduced, is a divine
creation. It cannot be untrue and insincere, for it is a
product of the grace of the ever faithful God. What he
claims for himself, as this striking defense of his per-
sonal sincerity is brought to a close, he attributes like-
wise to his readers and to all the followers of Christ.

Whatever stability of character we possess is attributed
to God. Itishe who establishes us in a steadfast relation
to Christ. It is he who makes us partakers of the very
life of his Anointed. He has indeed ‘“‘anointed us.” In
earlier days prophets and priests and kings were anointed
with oil as a symbol of the influence of God's Spirit, by




i
g
,E

IT Cor. 1:12 to 2:11 THE EXPLANATION 29

which they were to be equipped for their tasks. So, in
reality, God anoints us for our service. The gracious in-
fluences of his Spirit prepare us for our work and consecrate
us to the service of Christ.

By the same Spirit we are “also sealed.” Now a seal
was a sign of ownership, a warrant of safety, an impress
of likeness. = So, the abiding presence of the Spirit of
God is a sign that we belong to God. It is further an
assurance of our salvation. It is even now imprinting
upon us some likeness to our God.

Furthermore, the Spirit dwelling in our hearts is an
earnest of the glory which yet awaits us. An earnest
was not only a pledge; it was a partial payment. It was
a first installment of the thing which had been promised.
So the Holy Spirit is for us an earnest of the life eternal,
which in all its fullness we are to enjoy. As an earnest
was the same in kind as the promised possession, we
know that the essence and glory of the blessedness which
awaits us must be spiritual; we are to be transformed into

the likeness of our Lord.

2. The Delayed Visit. Chs. 1:23%0 2:4

23 But I call God for a witness upon my soul, that to spare
you I forbare to come unto Corinth. 24 Not that we have
lordship over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for in
faith ye stand fast.

1 But I determined this for myself, that I would not come
again to you with sorrow. 2 For if I make you sorry, who
then is he that maketh me glad but he that is made sorry by
me? 3 And I wrote this very thing, lest, when I came, I
should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice;
having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you
all. 4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I
wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be made
sorry, but that ye might know the love which I have more

abundantly unto you.

Paul had changed his plan. This had involved a delay
in his proposed visit to Corinth. Instead of coming by
the short direct route westward across the sea, he was
approaching by way of Troas and Philippi. In the pre-
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vious paragraph he declared that his change of plan was

not due to fickleness or levity. He now explains the
~ reason for his altered purpose and his consequent delay.

It was not due to caprice or cowardice or personal con-
| venience but was wholly out of consideration for the
R Corinthian church.

The solemnity of his language shows how deeply he
felt the charge that he had been insincere. He calls God
to witness the truth of his statement. He says that his
soul shall answer for anything false he may utter. He
then declares that it was to spare the members of the
church that he delayed his visit to Corinth. They were
not ready for his return. His coming would have caused
them pain. He must have exercised severe discipline. He
wished to give them time to repent. ,

At once, however, the thought comes to Paul that this
statement may be misinterpreted. The desire to spare
implies the power to punish, and the claim of this power
laim to complete lordship and control. So

may imply a C € ,
" to avoid giving offense he denies any desire to dictate or

to domineer.

«Not that we have lordship over your faith.” Do not
think we presume to do this. Faith must be free. One
cannot make an unconvinced man believe. The most
one can do is to make him say that he believes. In the
matter of faith all that Christian ministers can do is to
instruct, to encourage, and to guide. They can be fellow
workers with believers, and can lead them as helpers of
their joy. This was what Paul wished to do. He had no
thought of controlling faith, for in the sphere of faith the
Corinthians stood steadfast. : e

Because he wished to increase their happiness and not
to cause them sorrow, he had refrained from visiting them
at the time when his coming would have been painful
both to him and to them. “But 1 determined this for .
myself,” he writes, “that 1 would not come again to you

~ with sorrow.” The words seem to indicate that he had
paid to Corinth a visit in sorrow since that happier visit
which had resulted in the founding of the Corinthian
church. The later distressing experience he was un-
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willing to repeat. ‘He did not wish to cause the Corin-
" thians sorrow, for they, his dear friends in Christ, were the
very persons whom he wished might welcome him with
joy, and impart to him gladness and cheer.” He could not
think of causing such persons pain and grief. He thought
_it better to stay away. until he could come to them in
joy. This is the very thing he had said to them in a
previous letter which he had written instead of coming to
‘Corinth, namely, that to spare them he had given up the
idea of coming, lest by coming he might be pained by
those in whom he ought to find gladness. For he had con-
fidence in the perfect sympathy between himself and them,
and he knew their delight and joy was in giving him joy. -
He had written that previous letter in intense “‘affliction
and anguish of heart.” He had shed many tears as he
wrote it. VYet he had not written to wound them, but
that, in showing his anxious desire for their good, he
might make them see how his love abounded toward them.
The letter to which Paul refers can hardly be his First
Epistle to the Corinthians.  Of that letter only brief
fragments reveal such deep emotion and mental distress
as he here describes. It is therefore quite probable that
since his first stay in Corinth Paul not only had paid a
brief, painful visit to that city, but also had written a
severe letter of stern rebuke-to the Corinthian church.
That letter has caused him real anguish of soul. Yet
~ such sorrow could only be felt by one who cherished for his
readers the most tender sympathy and the most ardent love.

In such passages as this the very heart of the apostle

.is revealed. Here is the ideal for every minister of Christ."
No perfunctory performance of duty, no mere intellectual

- presentation of truth, can affect the lives and touch the
consciences of men. Only one who f{eels sorrow and joy,

 who sheds tears and is torn by passion, who trusts -others
and suffers in sympathy, can expect to be of abiding influ~
ence in the service of Christ and his Church."

© 3. The Penitent Offender. “Ch, 215411
§ But if any hath caused sorrow, he hath caused sorrow,

not to me, but in part (thgt I press not too heavily) to you all. = £t
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6 Sufficient to such a one is this punishment which was in-
flicted by the many; 7 so that contrariwise ye should rather
forgive him and comfort him, lest by any means such a one
should be swallowed up with his overmuch sorrow. 8
Wherefore I beseech you to confirm your love toward him.
9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof
of you, whether ye are obedient in all things. 10 Butto whom
ye forgive anything, I forgive also: for what I also have for-
given, if I have forgiven anything, for your sakes have I for-
given it in the presence of Christ; 11 that no advantage may
ge gained over us by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his
evices.

It is easy to play the Pharisee, to be critical and cen-
sorious, cruel and unforgiving. Even Christians are apt
to thank God that they are ‘“not as the rest of men.”
Of course, one should not countenance evil and encourage
sin.  However, when the sinner has repented and turned
from his evil way, then obedience to the law of Christ
demands that such a one should be restored in a spirit of
meekness, and that his fellow Christians should consider
their own weakness and proneness to fall when tempted.

This law of love Paul found the Corinthians unwilling
to obey. In fact, when he urged the punishment of an
offender, and then asked them to forgive him when peni-
tent, they were ready to accuse the apostle of fickleness
and vacillation and duplicity.

Therefore, when he has explained his sincerity in delay-
ing his visit to Corinth and in changing his route of travel,
Paul turns to consider the case of this penitent offender.
He insists that the man should be forgiven lest he be
driven to despair.

Just who this offender was no one can now determine.
Many feel that he was the gross sinner upon whose severe
discipline the apostle had insisted in the fifth chapter of
his First Epistle to the Corinthians. Others consider
that the language here used can hardly refer to so griev-
ous an offense, and they suppose that the reference is to
some insult or affront from which the apostle himself
suffered when on his second visit to Corinth, of which we
have no detailed record.

"7 Accordingly, it is impossiBle to know exactly what
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penalty had been inflicted. It may have been the dread
sentence pronounced by Paul in his First Epistle, or some
milder form of discipline administered to one who had
insulted the apostle and defied his authority.

The sorrow, Paul declared, had not been caused so -
much to himself as to the church, or at least to part of
the church. The punishment which had been inflicted by
the majority of the members was quite sufficient. The
man should be pardoned and comforted lest he be over-
whelmed by remorse. The Corinthians should show him
their love. This advice does not contradict Paul’s pre-
vious letter. He wrote urging discipline to test the obedi-
ence of the church. The penalty they inflicted showed
their loyalty. Their forgiveness would surely meet his
approval as of one who acted with Christ as a witness.
The offender should be restored lest by driving him to
despair his fellow Christians allow Satan to capture him
from them. Of the evil designs of the adversary they .
were not ignorant. -

Thus, while it is impossible to determine beyond ques-
tion either the particular offense or its punishment, the
practical principles involved in this passage are plain and
important. Among these abiding principles the following
may be named: (1) No church should fail to discipline
its offending members. (2) This discipline should not be
administered by the decision of any one man in the
church, but by the will of the majority of the members.
(3) The one supreme purpose of such discipline should be
the reformation and reclamation of the offender. (4) When
the offender is penitent he should receive forgiveness and
be treated with affection. (5) Severity and lack of sym-
pathy may drive the offender to desperation and again
place him under the power of Satan.

D. THE NATURE OF PAUL'S MINISTRY. Chs. 2:12 to 6:10
. 1. Triumphant. Ch. 2 :12-17
12 Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ, and
when a door was opened unto me in the Lord, 13 I had no
relief for my spirit, because I found not Titus ‘my brother:
but taking my leave of them, I went forth into Macedonia.
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14 But thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in
triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest through us the savor
of his knowledge in every place. 15 For we are a sweet savor
of Christ unto God, in them that are saved, and in them that
perish; 16 to the one a savor from death unto death; to the
other a savor from life unto life. And who is sufficient for
these things? 17 For we are not as the many, corrupting the
word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight
of God, speak we in Christ,

Paul has just explained his course of action. He has
defended himself against the charge of fickleness. He had
changed his plan and instead of a visit had sent the
Corinthians a letter by the hand of Titus. His wisdom in
thus delaying his visit was evident from the action of the
church in disciplining the offending member. He now
recalls how anxiously he had awaited the news of their
action and of their attitude toward him. Titus had
planned to meet Paul at Troas with tidings from Corinth.
On reaching Troas, and finding that Titus had not ar-
rived, Paul refused a great opportunity for evangelistic
work and pressed on to Macedonia, so eager was he to
receive word from the Corinthian church. “Now when I
came to Troas,” he writes, ‘“for the gospel of Christ,”
i. e., on his missionary journey, “and when a door was
opened unto me in the Lord,” i. e., an unusual opportunity
of Christian service, “I had no relief for my spirit, be-
cause I found not Titus my brother.” ‘Therefore,” he
declares, “I bade good-by to my friends and converts and
crossed over to Macedonia.”

Here in Macedonia, possibly at Philippi, he at last met
Titus with the news for which he longed. So favorable
was the word, such relief it brought to the heart of Paul,
that he does not pause to record or to describe it. He
breaks off in a doxology. He praises God for the divine
deliverance and success which always attend his work, and
he begins a long digression in which he describes the char-
acter of his ministry. Indeed he does not resume his
reference to Titus and his message until the fifth verse of

the seventh chapter.
The first characteristic, then, of Paul's ministry is its
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continual triumph; so at least he feels as he rises suddenly
out of his anguish of suspense and learns how fully the
Corinthians have obeyed him and how truly they trust
him. e ’

The whole paragraph is phrased in figures borrowed
from the scene of triumph in which a victorious general
swept through the streets of imperial Rome. In pomp
and glory, crowned with laurel, mounted on his chariot,
preceded by the senate, magistrates, musicians, the spoils,
and the captives in chains, the proud conqueror ascended
the Capitoline Hill, leading his exultant hosts. Clouds of
incense filled the air with perfume. The miserable captives
turned aside to die, while the praise of the victor was
shouted by the multitudes amidst a tumult of applause.

In such terms Paul describes his experience. The domi-
nant note is that of triumph. However, God is the Victor.
He is making the victorious progress. Paul is like one
who is given a part in this triumphal pageant. The
thought is not either that Paul is made a victor or that
he is exhibited as a captive, but that God associates him -
in the divine triumph of his redeeming work. )

Paul’s joyful experience in being delivered from his
anxiety for the Corinthians is only an example of a min-
istry which is ever glorious in its triumph. His whole
experience is said to be “in Christ.” This is the sphere
in which Paul’s inner life ever moved. ‘ :

Through Paul the knowledge of God is being spread
abroad. This knowledge is like sweet perfume; it rises
like the smoke of the incense in the midst of which marched
the conqueror’s train. - Yet Paul is not merely the medium
by which the perfume is being diffused; he is himself the
“sweet savor of Christ”; for Christ lives in the apostle
even as the apostle lives in Christ, and through Paul is
being breathed the savirg knowledge of God.

There are, however, two classes of men among whom this
perfume circulates, those on the way to salvation and
those on the way to perdition; as in a triumphal procession
there were the conqueror and his troops, and the con-
' quered captives, all breathing the perfume of the same
- incense. . To the victors the fragrance was a symbol of
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present gladness and of future safety; to the captives it
was a token of defeat and condemnation and a premoni-
tion of approaching death. Such are the different effects
of the gospel. It works either life or death. The re-
jected blessing only deepens the condemnation and makes
more sure the doom. The intended effect of the gospel is
life. . Its accidental effect through sin and blindness may
be death.

The solemmty of the situation forces from the apostle
the cry, “Who is sufficient for these things?”” Who pos-
sesses the love, the wisdom, the humility, the earnestness
for a calling, the issues of which are eternal life or death?
Who can so preach as to produce the redemptive effects
of the gospel?

One might imagine that Paul would reply in despair,
“No one is sufficient.” ~ Quite on the contrary, with
startling assurance, he declares himself to be sufficient for
such a task. Yet his sufficiency is not of himself. As far
as he is concerned the one condition which he fulfills is
that of downright honesty. He contrasts himself- with
other teachers. - They indeed are not sufficient for such a
task. They are guilty of “corrupting the word of God,"”
that is, they are ‘““making merchandise” of it. They are
using the gospel for their own selfish advantage. They
are adulterating the truth; like dishonest merchants they
are mixing the wine with water; they are falsifying the
thing which they sell. In striking contrast, the apostle
again declares his own absolute * smcenty His motives
are pure, his methods honorable. God is the Source of
his message. "He speaks “‘in the sight of God,” as the
witness of his ministry. He speaks also as one who finds
“in Christ” his whole sphere of action. Such a minister
is sufficient for the solemn task of proclaiming the gospel
of grace. Such a ministry will ever be tnumphant

2. Accredited. - Ch. 3!1—-3

1 Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? or need
we, as do some, epistles of commendation to you or from you?
2 Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read
of all men; 3 being made manifest that ye are an epistle of‘
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Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in tables
that are hearts of flesh.

The very best credentials for a Christian minister are
to be found in the lives and characters of his people.
These prove the quality of his work. At least so Paul
assumes as he writes to his Christian converts at Corinth.

He has just defended his own sincerity and has claimed
to be competent to preach a gospel which involves the
issues of life and death. This may have sounded like
self-praise, and one of the charges preferred by his enemies
had evidently been that of self-assertion and pride. The
charge was evidently based, in part at least, upon the
tone of authority which the apostle had been compelled
to assume in his previous epistle. However that may
have been, he assures his readers that he is not ‘‘beginning
again to commend’’ himself. There is no necessity of
that. Nor does he, like some people, need letters of com-
mendation either to or from the Corinthians. He is here
giving a severe side blow to his enemies, certain false
teachers, who seem to have come to Corinth with com-
mendatory letters {from Jerusalem. Paul needs no such
certificates. He shows why. The Corinthians are his
“epistle.” He remembers with joyful heart. how he
brought them to Christ; all men can know and read the
character of his-apostolic work as they become acquainted
with these Corinthian converts. All will recognize these
Christians as a letter which Christ has composed and
published, using Paul as his instrument.

This letter has been written, “not in ink,” which might
fade, but by the changeless “‘Spirit of the living God.”
It was not written on ‘“‘tables of stone,”’ as was the law
of Moses, but on living tablets of sensitive human hearts.
It would have been more natural for the apostle to say,
“Not on parchment or on paper, but on human hearts.”
However, he already has in mind the contrast' between
the glory of the law and the glory of the gospel which will
occupy: the rest of the chapter. So here he refers to the
tables of stone rather than to ordinary materials for writing.
He intimates that this living “epistle of Christ,” which
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constitutes his credentials, is superior not only to any
formal letters of recommendation which may have been
brought by his enemies, but even, in some respects, to
the tables of Sinai. The latter were indeed “‘written .
with the Spirit of the living God,” but they were in them-
selves inert, and were powerless to touch the hearts of
men; the living epistle by which Paul was accredited was
able to bear witness not only to a human worker but to a
divine Redeemer.

In connection with this paragraph it is almost inevitable
to recall the fact that so many letters of commendation
are meaningless and misleading and insincere. It is the
duty of every Christian to remember that his life should
be an epistle ‘‘known and read of all men,” so sincere, so
true, so honest, that in it all men will see the handiwork,
the touch, the impress of the Spirit of the living God,
witnessing to the glory and grace of Christ.

3. Glorious. Ch. 3 :4-18

4 And such confidence have we through Christ to God-ward:
5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to account anything
as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God; 6 who also
made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant; not of the
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit
giveth life. 7 But if the ministration of death, written, and
engraven on stones, came with glory, so that the children of
Israel could not look stedfastly upon the face of Moses for
the glory of his face; which glory was passing away: 8 how
shall not rather the ministration of the spirit be with glory?
9 For if the ministration of condemnation hath glory, much
rather doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in
glory. 10 For verily that which bath been made glorious hath
not been made glorious in this respect, by reason of the glory
that surpasseth. = 11 For if that which passeth away was with
glory, much more that which remaineth is in glory.

12 Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of
speech, 13 and are not as Moses, who put a veil upon his
face, that the children of Israel should not look stedfastly on
the end of that which was passing away: 14 but their minds
were hardened: for until this very day at the reading of the
old covenant the same veil remaineth, it not being revealed
to them that it is done away in Christ. 15 But unto this
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day, whensoever Moses is read, a veil lieth upon their heart.
16 But whensoever it shall turn to the Lord, the veil is taken
away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled
face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are trans-
formed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord the Spirit. = . i :

Paul is describing his ministry. He has declared it to
be triumphant and fully accredited. He now exhibits its
glory. He does this by comparing the gospel of Christ
with the law of Moses.  The latter was glorious, but the
gospel has a glory which surpasses that of the law.

This is no chance or casual comparison. It is connected
with the paragraphs which precede and related to the
purpose of this entire section of the epistle. In these
first seven chapters Paul is declaring his principles of
action. He is doing so to prepare the Corinthians for
his approaching visit. He must remove from their minds -
the suspicions inspired by his enemies. These false teach-
ers had come from Jerusalem with letters of commenda-"
tion.  They were insisting that Christians must keep the
ceremonial law imposed by Moses, and they denounced
Paul as a false apostle because he denied the necessity of
‘these legal observances. - : R i

These false teachers were ever'in mind. Thus, in de-
claring the triumphant nature of his ministry, he stated
that he was “not as the many, corrupting the word of
. God,” adding impure ingredients, adulterating the pure

gospel with ingredients from the law, as was being done by
his enemies. - Also, when declaring that the Corinthians
constituted his letter of commendation to the world, he
stated that “some’” needed formal certificates and written
credentials. - He did not; his enemies did. , ;

When he is reaching the very heart of his statement of
the splendor of his Christian apostleship, he uses, by way
of illustration, the story of the giving of the law to Moses
“and the shining and the veiling of his face.  One feature
pf the familiar story has been commonly misunderstood
by Christians for the past three‘hundred years. Due to -
the misplacement of one word in the Authorized Version
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it frequently has been believed that Moses veiled his face
so that he could speak with the people, who were afraid
of its brightness. The fact is that he veiled his face
after speaking to the people, so that they might not see
the glory fade from his countenance. The Authorized
Version reads, ‘‘T%/l Moses had done speaking with them,
he put a vail on his face.”” It should read, “When Moses
had done speaking with them, he put a veil on his face,”
_CEx.34:33(R.V.).

The story is simply this. Moses went up on to the
mount to receive from the Lord the tables of the law. In
the divine presence his face shone with a reflected light.
When he came down from the mountain the people saw
the glory on his countenance and were afraid. But he
called to them and they came near. And when he had
done speaking with them he put a veil on his face that
they might not see the glory fade away. When he turned
back to speak with the Lord he removed the veil and his
face again began to shine with a new light. This story is
continually in Paul’s mind as he sets forth the majestic
character of his gospel ministry. He rebukes his enemies
who boasted their allegiance to the law, and he makes
plain the surpassing splendor of his Christian apostleship.

He begins by saying that his confidence in the Corin-
thian church as a sufficient credential of his apostolic
authority is no false fancy. It comes through Christ and
it looks to God as its source. V. 4. '

He has not been guilty of self-praise when claiming to
be sufficient for the solemn task of proclaiming the gospel.
Ch. 2 :17. He does not count himself even qualified to
estimate his services as the author of the work done at
Corinth. The existence of the Corinthian church indi-
cates that he must have been competent, but all his
sufficiency has come from God.

From that divine Source has come the necessary ability
and grace to serve as the minister of a new covenant, a
new dispensation. The word ‘“ministers” here used, as
always in the New Testament, is not an official title.
It means “servants.”  Paul and his companions had been
given the privilege of administering, of proclaiming, a new
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covenant. This is described as being one which does not
consist of a written code, but has as its essence the work
of the divine Spirit. It is vastly superior to the covenant
administered by Moses. That covenant imposed death
for disobedience to its solemn demands; the gospel brings
men into vital contact with the life-giving Spirit.

Paul’s contrast between ‘‘the letter” and ‘‘the spirit”
is one of the most commonly abused phrases in the New
Testament. It is usually supposed to contrast the literal
with the spiritual meaning of any text or teaching. The
real contrast is between the law of Moses, which consists
of a written code, and the gospel of Christ, which speaks
of the transforming power of the divine Spirit. This is
the real meaning of the phrase, “The letter killeth, but
the spirit giveth life,” v. 6.

The law of Moses was indeed glorious. Even though its
solemn sanctions made it a “‘ministration of death,” even
though it was a thing “‘written, and engraven on stones,”
nevertheless it must have been glorious if, at its inaugura-
tion, the face of the lawgiver shone with such dazzling
brightness that the Children of Israel could not look
upon it.

Yet that brightness soon faded. TIts transient splendor
is a fit symbol of the glory of the law, which has grown
dim in comparison with the surpassing splendor of the
gospel, which is “a dispensation of God.” If the mission
of Moses was glorious, much more is the ministry of
Paul. For if the dispensation which brings the sentence
of death came with glory, much more glorious must be
that dispensation which offers righteousness as a free gift
to men. Vs. 7-9. The former may be regarded in com-
parison as lacking real glory because its glory fades and
disappears before the overwhelming glory of the latter.
For while that which is transient does have something of
glory, that which abides is truly arrayed in far greater
glory. Vs. 10, 11.

“As ministers of Christ we are supported by the con-
fident expectation that the glory of the gospel will never
fade,” says Paul, speaking for the Christian ministers.
“Therefore we preach with great confidence and open-
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ness and courage. In contrast wit_h some others, we have
nothing to conceal.. We are not like Moses. He used to

- put a veil over his face, so that the Children of Israel

should not gaze at the dying rays of the glory which the
presence of the Lord had imparted to his countenance,
‘The fading of that glory was a symbol of the transitory
character of the Mosaic dispensation. The Children of
Israel, however, instead of seeing what that fading splendor
meant, have grown dull in their spiritual perception, for,
to this very day, when the Old Testament is read, from
which they might learn this very lesson, a veil of ignorant
unbelief hangs over their hearts. They do not perceive
the transitory character of the Mosaic law, and do not
see that its glory fades in the presence of Christ. Yes,
down to this very day, whenever the law of Moses is
read in their synagogues the same veil of blindness rests
upon their hearts. However, just as Moses removed the

~veil from his face when he returned to the presence of

the Lord, so when any one of them turns to the Lord the
veil is removed from his heart and he sees that the glory’
of the law has faded before the surpassing glory of the
gospel.” Vs, 12-16.

“Now the Lord to whom such a one turns is the Spirit
of Christ; and where the Spirit of Christ is, there is free-

dom from the bondage of the Mosaic law. It is not a

freedom' which is license to disregard law, but a liberty

to do the very thing the law demands. The law placed ' \

restriction on outward conduct; the Spirit of Christ trans-
forms the inper life. To turn from the law to Christ is,
therefore, to turn from 'a code which enslaves by its
precepts and penalties to a Spirit who gives liberty and
life. - Instead of the bondage of fear, the believer enjoys
the free service of love; instead of a bondage to sin due
to weakness, there comes the liberty of a new power and
a divinely given life.” V. 17. : ' :

“So all of us'who believe in Christ are like Moses, when
the veil was taken from his face, and when he gazed upon
the glory of the Lord. ‘The veil has been taken from our
hearts. In the face of Christ, as in a mirror, we see the.
glory of the Lord. We gaze upon him in faith and in
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love. Before the brightness of his face, the fading glory
of our old life of self-righteousness and self-dependence, of
legalism and ritualism, of weakness and bondage and
failure, grows dim and disappears. Instead of reflecting
the glory of the Lord merely in our faces, as Moses did,
we experience an inner transformation of character. We
are changed into the very likeness of Christ, not instantly,
but gradually from one degree of glory to another. This
transformation is not by the power of human resolution,
or by an effort at imitation, but by the gracious influence
of the Lord, by the presence and indwelling of the Spirit
of Christ.” V. 18,

Paul thus demonstrates the superiority of the grace of
God in Christ to all human methods of salvation, and to
all other proposals for securing peace and holiness and life.
In at least three particulars, he shows the dispensation of
the gospel to be more glorious than that of the law.
First, the principle is that of an indwelling Spirit rather
than that of enforced obedience to an external code.
Second, the permanence of the gospel is contrasted with
all the changing and vanishing systems of the world’s
beliefs and religions. Even Judaism with all its actual
glory, with its divine appointments and ordinances, was a
system of types and symbols and shadows. It was tem-
porary, preparatory. Its glory faded when the fulfill-
ment had come, when the reality appeared. That glory
was ‘‘done away in Christ.”” Third, the power revealed
in the gospel is not that of renewed human effort and
resolution, which results in an outward imitation, a mere
temporary reflection of glory, but that of the Lord him-
self, who, dwelling within the heart, is ready to transform
intﬁ_ the likeness of his Son all those who put their trust
in him.

Surely if the mission of Moses, the greatest of all law-
givers, was glorious, much more glorious is the ministry
of Paul, and of all true messengers of the gospel of Christ.

4, Honest., Ch. 4:1-6

1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, even as we ob-
tained mercy, we faint not: 2 but we have renounced the
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hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness, nor hand-
ling the word of God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of
the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience
in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled in them that perish: 4 in whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should
not dawn upon them. 5 For we preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake. 6 Seeing it is God, that said, Light shall shine
out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

It is hard to believe that a man like Paul could have
been accused of dishonesty, of duplicity, and of deceit.
Yet such was the case. Human nature is ever prone to
suspicion, to envy, and to slander. Even such a saint
could not escape, and a large part of this epistle is an
endeavor on the part of the apostle to establish his sin-
cerity, his truthfulness, and his honesty of purpose.

This paragraph, in which such endeavor is most ob-
vious, is inseparably connected with that which precedes
and which sets forth the glory of Paul’s ministry and of
the gospel. Just because the gospel is so glorious, Paul
has no temptation to falsify, to conceal, or to deceive.
Just because it is so glorious he is encouraged to continue
its proclamation with openness and frankness and boldness.

“!Therefore seeing we have this ministry,” this glorious
service of proclaiming the gospel,” Paul says, ‘“‘and re-
membering the mercy God has shown in appointing us to
such a task and in making us sufficient for its demands,
‘we faint not,” we never lose heart, we feel no timidity, or
shame, and are not compelled to take refuge in silence
and inactivity. ‘We have renounced the hidden things of
shame,” the underhand practices of false teachers; indeed
we have never followed any course which could be re-
garded as shameful or unscrupulous. Nor have we laid
ourselves open to the charge of adulterating the gospel
message, and of handling it deceitfully.” Such charges
may be brought against others; Paul insists they cannot
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be brought against him. On. the contrary, he has pro-
claimed the truth openly and honestly, and has thereby
commended himself to every man’'s conscience. He has
spoken as one whose work is “in the sight of God,” and
he wishes to be judged by God. o

It is true that the gospel he declares so openly is hidden
from some. Its meaning is not understood. Just as a
veil concealed from the Children of Israel the light with
which the face of Moses was shining, so unbelief blinds
some men, and they fail to see the glory which streams
from. the face of Christ. Paul describes them as perish-
ing; for Satan has blinded their minds. As a result, the
morning glow, the bursting dawn of the gospel, does not
reach them. They fail to behold the light of good tidings
concerning the glory of Christ, who is himself ‘‘the image
of God,” the Embodiment of all divine perfection.

Paul has no need of subterfuge or deceit. No true
preacher has. He is not seeking to secure praise or power
for himself. His whole endeavor is to make men submit
themselves to Christ as their Lord and Master. “For
we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’' sake.”

Here Paul uses the name “‘Jesus,” the human title, the
word indicating the voluntary humility of our Lord. “We
are your bondservants, for the sake of him, and in the
service of him, who for our sakes took the form of a
bondservant.”

“We have no glory of our own to proclaim,’” says Paul.
“We have no personal ends to gain. The knowledge and
the message we possess have come from God. As at the
creation he called light into being by his divine word,
‘Light shall shine out of darkness,” so he has caused
spiritual light, even the knowledge of his saving grace in
Christ, to spring up in our hearts. Nor has this been
that we might keep and enjoy it for ourselves, but that
we might convey to others this knowledge of God, this

. heavenly light which shines with undimmed splendor in

the countenance of the Lord.”
Thus, as in the preceding paragraph, Paul sets forth
the glory of the gospel, the pitiful state of those who
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refuse to accept its light, and its source in the grace of
God. Furthermore, he shows the honesty and courage,
the glorious privilege and the unselfish service, of every
true minister of Christ.

5. Suffering. Ch. 4 :7-~18

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
exceeding greatness of the power may be of God, and not
from ourselves; 8 we are pressed on every side, yet not
straitened; perplexed, yet not unto despair; 9 pursued, yet
not forsaken; smitten down, yet not destroyed; 10 always
bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life
also of Jesus may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who
live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the
life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.
12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 13 But hav-
ing the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written,
I believed, and therefore did I speak; we also believe, and
therefore also we speak; 14 knowing that he that raised up
the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also with Jesus, and s
present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes,
that the grace, being multiplied through the many, may cause
the thanksgiving to abound unto the glory of God.

16 Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is
decaying, yet our inward man is renewed day by day. 17
For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for
us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory;
18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Paul has been setting forth the glory of the gospel; he
now turns to contrast the sufferings of its ministers. In
these sufferings they are sustained by divine power and
by the hope of future glory. The expression of this hope
illumines the picture of their sufferings, and bursts into a
blaze of splendor as this chapter comes to its close and
the next chapter opens. First of all, however, Paul dwells
upon the divine power which is the more marvelously
manifested because of the very frailty of the ministers in
whom it is revealed. :

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels” (fragile
vases of clay), he declares, this treasure of “the knowledge
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of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” The
reference is probably to the ancient practice among
Orientals of storing gold and silver in earthenware jars.
It is his weak and suffering body which Paul here com-
pares to an earthen vessel, yet probably not his body
~alone, but his whole being, with its human infirmities and
imperfections. This is “‘the lamp of frail ware in which
the light of Christ’s glory shines for the illumination
of the world.”  The very frailty of the minister enhanced
the glory of God. It made more evident the fact that
only by divine power was the apostle sustained and made
the means of saving souls. The treasure has been placed
in vessels of mere earth, ‘‘that the exceeding greatness of
the power may be of God, and not from ourselves.” V. 7.

To contrast his own weakness with the power of God,
Paul suddenly changes the figure of speech. He pictures
himself as a soldier in the most dire straits, yet ever de-
livered by divine grace.. With a few strokes of the pen
he describes the successive stages of a battle.. The warrior
is surrounded, hard pressed, driven from the field, struck
by the enemy’s sword, given over to death; yet marvelously
rescued by an unseen Friend. “We are hard pressed on
every side,” says Paul, speaking of Christ’s ministers,
“yet not hemmed in and driven to surrender; in desperate
plight, yet not in despair; perplexed, vet not baffled; pur- -
sued by men, yet not deserted by God; struck to the
ground, yet never slain; always carrying about in the
body the imminent danger of dying at the hands of foes
as Jesus died, in order that by continual deliverances of
our ‘bodies it may be manifest to the world that Jesus
cstill lives.” V. 10. : ‘

“Yes, every day that we live we are continually being
handed over to death, like living victims, for the sake of
Jesus. This is in order that in our bodies, which are
liable to death, it may be made manifest to all that the
living Jesus does deliver and strengthen. Thus all our
pains and perils and spiritual pressure, all our sufferings
and weakness and pain, are occasion for the risen Lord to
gaﬁfest'to you [Corinthians] his strength and power.”
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“Thus by the very distresses which are wearing out our
bodies and bringing us to share in the death of Christ,
your faith is being strengthened.. So while we have the
physical suffering and loss, you have the spiritual com-
fort and gain.” V. 12.

“But this deliverance to death does not make us sad
and silent. We are like the psalmist, who was inspired
by his trust in God. He wrote, ‘I believed and therefore
did I speak.” We have ‘the same spirit of faith.” ‘We
also believe, and therefore also we speak.’” We declare
with confidence that although our sufferings may end in
death, we shall experience a glorious resurrection.” V. 13.

“We know that God, who ‘raised up the Lord Jesus
shall raise up us also with Jesus, and shall present us
with you.””” Paul ‘does not mean, of course, that the
resurrection of Christ is future. He means that, in virtue
of the resurrectton of Christ and because of our union
with Christ, our resurrection is absolutely assured. ‘“‘Fur-
thermore, on that day of Christ’s glorious appearing, God
will ‘present us with you,” as a bride is presented to her
husband. In spite of our being delivered to death our
horizon is not bounded by a funeral cortége but by ‘the
marriage supper of the Lamb.””’

This passage is too frequently forgotten by those who
accuse Paul of changing his teaching as to the time of
the Advent of Christ. They assert that he assured the
Thessalonians, and declared in First Corinthians, that he
would live until his Lord returned, and so would never
die, but that he wrote to Timothy that the time of his de-
parture was at hand. The fact is that Paul here, as in
other passages, unites himself in thought with fellow
Christians. - When speaking of the Advent he never af-
firms that it will or will not occur in his lifetime. He
indicates that it may. What he does affirm is that, when
Christ returns, if he is living, he will be transfigured; if
he is dead, he will be raised. This was his attitude of
mind, and it has been the blessed hope of the followers of
Christ through all the passing vears. V. 14.

The declaration of such a hope, and the endurance of
his present sufferings, Paul declares to be for the sake
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and for the benefit of his readers. It is in order that the

~grace bestowed upon them may be shared by an increas-
ing number of believers, and may result in a larger volume
of thanksgiving to “‘the glory of God.” V. 15.

“No wonder then,” the apostle concludes, ‘‘that with
your interests at heart, and sustained. by such divine
power, and inspired by such a glorious hope, we faint
not; we never lose heart. For, though our physical powers
are wasting away, yet our spirits are being continually
made fresh and strong. Processes of destruction and re-
newal are going on at the same time. They are even
related. For our present light burden of affliction is
working out for us a weight of glory which is of incom-
parable greatness and is to abide forever. This is true
of those of us who are gazing, as toward our goal, not at
the things about us which are temporary and fleeting, but
at those abiding realities which by us are at present
unseen.”” Vs, 16-18.

When Paul speaks of the burden of his affliction and
sufferings as “light,” he means that they are so only in
comparison with the preponderating ‘“‘weight” of {uture
glory. By ‘“‘the things which are seen,” he refers more
particularly to his present sufferings, persecutions, and

- distress. - The “‘things which are not seen’’ are immortal-
ity, future glory, the vision beatific, and all those blessed
certainties which are revealed to us by* Christ. The
former are temporal, or temporary; not temporal, as be-
longing to time, but temporary, as being only for a time;
they are transitory, fleeting, soon passing away. The
““things which are unseen’’ are permanent, abiding eternal.

Thus Paul reveals the grounds of comfort which sus-
tained him amidst the sufferings incident upon his apostolic
service. They are the same which can support all the
followers of Christ as they suffer for his sake.  First, he
was assured that his human weakness made more evident
the divine power which was working in and through him.
Secondly, he was confident that as Christ died and rose
again, so, as a follower of Christ, he, too, as he suffered

for the sake of Christ, would share the glory of his resur-

rection. Thirdly, he knew that for one whose gaze was

) T‘} i
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fixed upon Christ, the very sufferings of the present were
producing a blessedness which would abide forever.

6. Hopeful. Ch. 5:1-10

1 For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle
be dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made
with hands, eternal, in the heavens. 2 For verily in this we
groan, longing to be clothed upon with our habitation which is
from heaven: 3 if so be that being clothed we shall not be
found naked. 4 For indeed we that are in this tabernacle do
groan, being burdened; not for that we would be unclothed,
but that we would be clothed upon, that what is mortal may
be swallowed up of life. 5 Now he that wrought us for this
very thing is God, who gave unto us the earnest of the; Spirit.
6 Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that,
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the
Lord 7 (for we walk by faith, not by sight); 8 we are of good
courage, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be at home with the Lord. 9 Wherefore also
we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well-
pleasing unto him. 10 For we must all be made manifest be-
fore the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive
the things done .in the body, according to what he hath
done, whether it be good or bad.

Paul has been speaking of his sufferings, but also of
his consolations. His ministry is. one of suffering but also
of hope. This hope points forward to resurrection and
eternal glory. Even though his frail form is being worn
out by hardship and suffering, even though it may be
destroyed by death, his spirit is to be clothed with a body
which is immortal. ‘Some day, for him, death will lose its
sting and the grave its victory.

There is, however, an even brighter aspect of his Chris-
tian hope. Paul may never die. He may live until Christ
returns. - Then, without dying, his mortal body will be
transformed into the likeness of the glorified body of his
Lord. For, as he wrote in his previous epistle to the
Corinthian Christians, concerning the coming of Christ,
“We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.” The yearning de-
sire of the apostle was to share this blessed experience, to




b
I
|
!

I Cor. 2:12t0 6:10  PAUL'S MINISTRY =~ 51

escape death and to be gloriously transformed by the
coming of Christ. o

" Nevertheless, should that desire be denied, should he
experience death, that servant with sable livery would
usher Paul into the radiant presence of his Master, and he
would be ‘‘at home with the Lord.”” Therefore he had
no fear. His one concern was to be well pleasing to his
Lord, whether he should die or whether he should live
until his return; for he was yet to stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ.

Of these great truths Paul was absolutely assured, so
that he could say, “We know."” ' This was not the knowl-
edge of experience, or of human testimony, or of intuition.
It was the knowledge which came to the inspired apostle
by divine revelation. Only thus could one know of resur-
rection, of transfiguration, and of the glorified body, of
which Paul writes.

“We are sustained in all our sufferings; we are sure that
present affliction will issue in eternal glory. For we know
that in place of these perishing bodies we are to be given
bodies which are immortal. The present body is like a
tent in which each one is making his earthly pilgrimage.
This will be taken down; but we know that at some time
we shall have a better house, a building which God will -
provide, one that is supernatural, eternal, designed for a
heavenly sphere.” Such, in substance at least, is the
meaning of the apostle. V. 1.

Thus he continues: “For truly in this present body we
groan and sigh, longing to be clothed with the glorified

- body which will be ours when Christ comes, since we do

not wish to meet him as disembodied spirits.” . Vs. 2, 3.~
“For indeed we that are in these tentlike bodies do groan,
feeling oppressed. We do not wish to be separated from
our bodies by death. ‘We yearn to have our bodies trans-

‘formed. ' Or, to change the figure of speech, we do not

wish to be unclothed but ‘clothed upon." We wish to
have that which is heavenly placed over that which is
earthly. We wish to have what is mortal ‘in the one
swallowed up by the immortal life of the other.”” V. 4.
“This consummation is what God has had in view in




52 PAUL'S PRINCIPLES II Cor. 1:1 to 7:16

all that he has wrought for us, in our redemption and
new birth, and in all the sanctifying influences of his
Spirit. Indeed, the very gift of his Spirit is a pledge of
such future glory. He is described in Scripture as the
‘earnest of our inheritance.’” Thus he who inspired our
longing for an immortal body is himself the security that
our longing will be fulfilled.” V. 5.

“Because we have ‘the earnest’ of the Spirit we are at
all times confident of future glory. We are even willing
to die, if not privileged to tarry until the Lord comes.
We can anticipate that experience with delight, since
death will bring us into an even closer and more satisfying
relation to Christ than we now enjoy. For we know that
‘whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from
the Lord,” not literally speaking, but relatively.  For the
life of faith is less close and intimate than the life of sight
and converse, and it is by means of fajth not by means
of what we can see that we are held on our way.” V. 7.

“Cheered by this prospect of entering into the immedi-
ate presence of Christ, we are confident and would be
well pleased to go into exile from our home in the body
and to take up our abode in our home with the Lord.” V. 8.

“Wherefore, since we are thus as ready to die as to
live, we make it our aim to be acceptable to our Lord in
the day of his coming.” V. 9. .

“This earnest desire to be acceptable to Christ is but
natural when we remember that every one of us must
have his whole life and his real character revealed before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive
an award for his actions done in this life, in exact accord-
ance with his conduct, whether it was meritorious or
worthless.” V. 10. ,

Thus it is evident that Paul's belief in the return of
Christ, in the transformation or the resurrection of the .
body, and in future judgment, had a practical bearing
upon his daily life. These great mysteries made his suffer-
ing ministry a hopeful ministry. ‘ vl '

As to the coming of Christ, he plainly regarded it as
‘an event which‘might occur in his own lifetime, though
he never affirmed that it would, For him, however, it
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was an inspiring possibility and the center of his Christian
hope. He knew that then would occur the transformation
of the living and the resurrection of the dead.

As to the state of believers between the time of death
and of resurrection, Paul has but few statements to make,
but these are of the very deepest significance. What he
says as to being ‘‘absent from the body” and “at home
with the Lord,” assures us that this “intermediate state,”
this disembodied state, is one of blessed and conscious
fellowship with Christ. Phil. 1:20-23; Luke 23 :43;
Acts 7:59. It is to be preferred to the experience of
this present life; it lacks, however, the full felicity which
is to be enjoyed at the return of Christ, when the im-
mortal spirit will be “clothed upon” with a body of im-
mortal glory.

These blessed realities of the future are largely wveiled
in mystery. Not enough is revealed to satis{y our curios-
ity, but enough to comfort our hearts. These realities
do not appeal to sentiment alone; they also appeal to the
conscience. The “vision beatific” and fellowship with the
Lord are no more real than the judgment seat of Christ,
the disclosure of character, and the divine requittal for
conduct. Life should be lived with these inspiring and
solemn. verities more in view. We should so abide in
Christ ‘“that if he shall be manifested, we may have
boldness, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

7. Devoted. Ch. 5 : 11-17

11 Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade
men, but we are made manifest unto God; and I hope that
we are made manifest also in your consciences. 12 We are
not again commending ourselves unto you, but speak as
giving you occasion of glorying on our behalf, that ye may
have wherewith to answer them that glory in appearance, and
not in heart. 13 For whether we are beside ourselves, it is
unto God; or whether we are of sober mind, it is unto you.
14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus
judge, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and he
died for all, that they that live should no longer live unto
themselves, but unto him who for their sakes died and rose
again, 16 Wherefore we henceforth. know no man-after the
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flesh: even though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now we know him so no more, 17 Wherefore if any man is in
Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed
away; behold, they are become new.

Paul is still on the defensive. He is explaining his
principles of action. These have been called into question
by his enemies. His conduct seems to have puzzled even
some of his friends. Here he reaches the highest point of
his defense. Here he discloses the secret of his life. “The
love of Christ” is constraining him. His consequent devo-
tion to Christ has made of him a “new creature.” Only
with this fact in view can his conduct be explained.

He had just been speaking of the immortal hope by
which his ministry was sustained. Closely related to this
hope. was the solemn reality of the “judgment seat of
Christ.”” With this thought in mind, and knowing by
experience the fear of Christ quite as well as the hope of
glory, he is attempting to persuade men of his sincerity’
as a minister of Christ. To God, his aims and motives
have already been as clearly revealed as they will be on
the day of judgment. He hopes that they may be as trans-
parent to his readers and as thoroughly approved by
their consciences as they are in the sight of God. V. 11.

This may sound like conceit and self-commendation.
It is not. He is not indulging in self-praise. His enemies
have a way of doing that. He is merely giving his friends
an opportunity and a basis for defending him against his
opponents and for boasting of their personal knowledge of
him in reply to those whose boast is in their external
advantages, as they have no moral character of which to
be proud. V. 12,

Those enemies of the apostle who gloried in their
Jewish descent, in their observance of the law, in their
reputation for knowledge, had evidently accused Paul
not only of insincerity but of insanity. He therefore as-
serts that if he has seemed to be beside himself it has
been due to his zeal for God. 'If indeed he is sane and
sober, he is employing his reason in the service of his
friends.  In neither case was there ground for imputing
to him any selfish motive. V. 13,
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The explanation of all his activities can'be summed up
in one illuminating phrase, “The love of Christ con-
straineth us.” - This does not mean Paul’s love for Christ,
but Christ’s love for him. . So fully does he realize this
love that he is limited to one course of action. He can
turn aside neither to the right hand nor to the left for
any selfish purpose. He is impelled forward in the cease-
less service of Christ, constrained by the love of Christ.

This love has been manifested in the death of Christ,
who “died for all.”” And his death was not only ‘“‘to their
advantage,”” it was “in their place.” His death was their
death. So really did he die for them that it could be
said, “All died.” V. 14.

However, this death was in order to make possible a
larger life. As Christ died and rose again, so all who
vield themselves to him die to self and rise to a new and
higher life. This was the very purpose of his death and
his resurrection. He died for them that they should no
longer live for themselves, but should live a new life
devoted to him “who for their sakes died and rose again.”
Such has been the experience of Paul; such is the unselfish-
ness of his motives. This answer his readers may give
to all who deny that he is honest or sane or sincere

His own judgments of men have been greatly influenced
by his Christian experience. . Since beginning his new life
in Christ, he has had little regard for mere human dis-
tinctions, or natural gifts and abilities, or outward and
worldly advantages. He knows no man “after the flesh.”
He no longer regards Christ merely as a man in his human

character -and relationships. + He is concerned with the

divine, risen, glorified Christ. Upon such a Christ his
thought now centers. Such a Christ forms the very sphere
in which he lives. The change in his own experience has

" peen radical and vital, and this will be true of all those

who are 'so related to Christ and are resolved to live for
him ““who for their sakes died and rose again.” ‘‘Where-

" fore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old
 things are passed away,” the old standards of judgment,
. the ‘old distinctions between men, the old dependence

upon ceremonies and rites, the old purposes and aims, the
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old weaknesses and {faults, the old pride and conceit,
the old hypocrisies and sins. ‘“Behold, they are become
new’’; they have given place to generosity and sincerity,
righteousness and love.

“The love of Christ,” believed, accepted, appreciated,
appropriated, is the supreme motive in the transformation
of human life and character. It may be regarded as the
essence of Christian experience. It is the explanation
which Paul gives of his whole career. ‘“The love of Christ
constraineth us.”

It is not the love or the loveliness of a human Christ
which can so transfigure and transform. The knowledge
of the birth and death, of the country, of the conduct, of
the teaching, and of the times of the man Jesus is of real
value and profit to all. However, it is a vital relation to
a divine, glorified, present Christ which makes of one
“‘a new creature.”

Nor must this last term tease and discourage and dis-
tress. This new creation defines not only a crisis but a
process. So to accept the lordship of Christ that one
begins to live in him is to make many familiar things
look old and sordid and shameful. The result will be
experiences like those of a new world. However, the pic-
ture is ideal as well as real. The actual passing away of
the old, the actual production of the new is a daily process
and experience, a daily task and endeavor. It is ever and
increasingly possible, if in any true sense one lives “in
Christ"; but the full fruition, the complete transformation,
will be known only when in heavenly vision we see Him
who sits upon the throne, and hear him say, “Behold I
make all things new.”

8. Reconciling. Ch. 5:18-21

18 But all things are of God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion; 19 to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world
unto himself, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, and
having committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

20 We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as
though God were entreating by us: we beseech you on be-
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half of Christ, be ye reconciled to God. 21 Him who knew

" no sin he made fo be sin on our behalf; that we might be-

come the righteousness of God in him.

The subject is still the sincerity of Paul, which has been
impugned by his enemies, and his principles of action,
which even his {riends have not understood. He has made
one supreme, comprehensive explanation, “The love of
Christ constraineth us.” His knowledge and acceptance
of this love have made selfishness and duplicity and dis-
honesty absolutely impossible. In fact, Paul has been
made “‘a new creature.” .

He now explains that this spiritual experience and the
ministry he is exercising are both from God. There is no
place for self-confidence or boasting on the part of a
minister of Christ. His message is concerned with an act
of divine and gracious reconciliation; and the righteous-
ness he possesses has its source in God alone.

It is true that he has had a new experience. So the
apostle is writing. Indeed he is now a new man. He is
living in Christ. The sinister motives attributed to him
are absolutely inconceivable. However, these changed
conditions are no ground for pride. “All things are of
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”

The new conditions, therefore, were brought about by a
divine act of reconciliation and by the commissioning of
Paul to make known to others this divine offer. of pardon
and of peace through Christ. The term ‘‘reconciliation”
intimates that a state of estrangement had existed be-
tween two parties. : On the side of man there have been
sin and fear and unbelief, separating him from God. On
the side of God there have been condemnation of “evil
and - displeastre at disobedience. Through Christ’ Paul
has had the blessed experience of forgiveness, and of
fellowship with God, and has received a call to a new and
glorious ministry in the service of Christ. . :

This “ministry of reconciliation” has one supreme mes-
sage, namely, that ‘‘God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself.” This was being accomplished by
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canceling for men their debt of guilt, “not reckoning unto
them their trespasses,” and by committing to the apostles -
of Christ this message of reconciliation.

Therefore Paul and his companions were ambassadors
“on behalf of Christ.” Since God himself was speaking
through them, they besought their readers to become
reconciled to God. On his side God had done all that
was necessary for this reconciliation; it was the duty of
men to repent of their wrong and to accept the gracious
provision he had made.

In the mystery of divine grace, God had made the sin-
less Christ to take the place of sinful men, that they
might receive the righteousness which he in consequence
could give.

That Christ “knew no sin” is proved, not merely by
the witness of friends and foes but chiefly by the testi-
mony of his own conscience. - He never confessed a fault;
he never asked for pardon, but he confidently affirmed
that no one could convict him of sin. His life was a con-
tinual miracle of sinlessness.

However, on our behalf, he was ‘“made to be sin.”
Not merely did he become a sin offering. . In some sense
which we cannot fully understand or explain God identi-
fied his Son with sin that man might be identified with the
righteousness of God. ‘

Christ was not made sinful. He never knew the guilt
and degradation of sin, but he did experience its penalty,
its dread consequences, its doom.  This was with the
divine purpose “‘that we mlght become the rlghteousness
of God in him.” :

Therefore, as has been said, ‘“The gospel is’ not good
advice, but good news.” = It is the announcement to a
guilty, hopeless world of a great atoning, redeemmg, Tecon-
ciling act. - ““Christ died for all.”  “God was in Christ
reconcﬂmg the world unto himself.” However, the gospel
" is also good advice, and that of the very hlghest character
1t is a call to all men to accept the gracious provmon
which God has made: “Be ye reconciled to God.”

Paul asserts his dignity as an apostle commissioned to
: proclaxm this good news. Yet this dlgmty is oﬂicxal and
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not personal. He is a representative of Christ. He is
acting for him.

Furthermore, he exercises his office with great humility.
He does not command; he entreats. He does not rebuke;
he beseeches. Surely such an ambassador is not to be
criticized carelessly or to be slandered rashly; he is a
representative of the King. Nor is his message to be
lightly received; it is Christ himself who pleads; it is the
Father who entreats through the mouth of the apostle.
Reconciliation has been made possible by his infinite sacri-
fice, yet God yearns over man and entreats him to accept
the free gift of pardon and peace and righteousness.
Could grace be more perfect, could love be more truly

divine?
9. Approved. Ch. 6 : 1-10

1 And working together with him we entreat also that ye
receive not the grace of God in vain 2 (for he saith,

At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee,

And in a day of salvation did I succor thee: .
behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day
of salvation): 3 giving no occasion of stumbling in anything,
that our ministration be not blamed; 4 but in everything
commending ourselves as ministers of God, in much pa-
tience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 5 in stripes,
in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in
fastings; 6 in pureness, in knowledge, in longsuffering, in
kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned, 7 in the word
of truth, in the power of God; by the armor of righteousness
on the right hand and on the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by
evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live;
as chastened, and not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always re-
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things.

Here Paul’s defense of his motives in preaching the
gospel and of his principles of action as an apostle is
brought to-its climax and its close. It is astonishing that
one so devoted and so self-sacrificing should have been
accused of insincerity and of self-seeking. However,
even professed Christians become so blinded by bigotry
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and self-conceit and fanaticism that, in what they regard
as the defense of the truth, they are willing to seize any
weapons, including insinuation, slander, and abuse.

In these opening chapters of his epistle, Paul is not
answering his enemies directly, as he does in the four
closing chapters. He is rather supplying his friends, who
form the great majority of the Corinthian church, with
grounds on which they may repel the attacks which his
enemies are making.

This paragraph is inseparable from the one which
precedes. There he has been describing his ministry as
one of reconciliation. = As an ambassador in behalf of
Christ he has been entreating men to be reconciled to
God. Here he shows that his conduct and his experiences
as an ambassador of God are such as to vindicate fully his
claims of genuineness, sincerity, and honesty of purpose.

He describes himself as one who is codperating with
God in the ministry of reconciliation. God has mani-
fested his grace. Paul's part is that of proclaiming this
grace; and, more specifically, of entreating the Corinthians
that they “‘receive not the grace of God in vain.”

It is hardly an exact use of words for Christians to call
themselves “fellow workers with God.” At least, thereisa
popular use of the phrase which is rather superficial and
borders on presumption. Christ alone could say, “My
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” Only he could
make such a claim. In his First Epistle, ch. 3 : 9, when
Paul spoke of “God’s fellow-workers,” he meant that he
and Apollos were fellow workers who belonged to God
and were working for God. There is work which only
God can do, and there are forms of work which he does
through man. Here Paul means that God, through the
gift of his Son, has made reconciliation possible for men,
and that Paul is being used to do something which a man
can properly do; he is beseeching the Corinthians not to
receive the grace of God in vain. This they might do by
failing to accept and appropriate this grace, by refusing
the gospel Paul proclaimed, or by not so living as to show
that they had accepted the grace of God in Christ and
were constrained by his love.
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Paul enforces his appeal by a striking quotation from
Isaiah, ch. 49 : 8. The prophet had spoken of a time
when God would hear those who cried for help and would
deliver those in need of salvation. Such a time had now
come. This gospel dispensation, this era of grace, was the
“accepted time”’; it was ‘‘the day of salvation.” The
common interpretation, making ‘“‘now’’ refer to the present
moment, and declaring that decision must be immediate
and that delay is dangerous, is not the exact meaning
here. The message is rather that Paul and his readers are
living in that blessed time which the prophet had fore- |
told. Because God had provided salvation through his 1
Son, because reconciliation had been accomplished, there- ]
, fore the Corinthians should accept God's grace and take
| advantage of the full salvation which had been provided
! in Christ. .
| Of course the familiar application is allowable. Oppor-
tunities are not to be neglected. The part of the “day”
granted to each individual is brief. Delay may be fatal.
It may be true of anyone and at any time that the
‘present day is the day, and the only “day of salvation.”

Whatever his readers may do, however, Paul insists
that his conduct is worthy of an ambassador of God.
8 He is putting no stumblingblock in the way of any-
; one. He is giving his readers no excuse for rejecting his
ot message. He is giving no ground for ridiculing or criticiz-
. inghis ministry. In everything he is approving himself, as

all ministers should. The means of this approval are set
forth in the verses which follow. In large measure they
can serve as an ideal and give inspiration to all who are
seeking to proclaim the gospel of grace.

. To analyze and classify these twenty-eight phrases
which characterize Paul's life as a minister may be diffi-
cult. - However, the first ten set forth the endurance of

| physical suffering; the next eight, the manifestations of
f . spiritual graces; the next three, Paul's conscious integrity
[ amidst conflicting criticisms; and the last seven, con-
|

¥

i

trasted experiences which were reconciled in his ministry.
1

. The first group of phrases begins with “patience,” or
steadfastness, or endurance; this is among the chief Chris-
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tian virtues and describes one who has been tested, and
who cannot be swerved from his course by any opposition
or suffering. Nine particulars are then mentioned in
which this “much patience,” this great endurance, is
shown,

Three forms of trouble which may be regarded as inde-
pendent of human agency are mentioned: ‘‘afflictions,”
which might be avoided; ‘‘necessities,” which are in-
evitable; “‘distresses,” from which there is no escape.

Then follow three which are inflicted by men: “stripes’;
“imprisonments’’; ‘“tumults,” or the violence of mobs, as
at Lystra and Thessalonica and Corinth itself.

The last three forms of suffering are such as Paul took
upon himself in the fulfillment of his mission: ‘“labors,”
which filled the day with weariness; ‘“‘watchings,” or
vigils, which involved sleepless nights; and ‘fastings,”
which denote the hunger and thirst he endured in the
accomplishment of his task. Vs. 4, 5.

This list of sufferings prepares the way for the mention
of those virtues by which Paul proved himself to be a

worthy ‘ambassador of Christ. ‘‘Patience” was named, /

and then nine forms of trouble in which it was exercised.
‘Pureness,” or the character of one who has a clean heart
and clean hands, now heads a series of codrdinate virtues:
“Lknowledge’ of divine things, or spiritual insight; ‘“‘long-
suffering,” or forbearance which endures injuries and
slights without resentment or anger; “kindness,” the
graciousness which puts others at ease and shrinks from
giving pain; ‘“‘the Holy Spirit,” the source of all graces,
or possibly “‘a spirit that is holy,” as the mention of the
divine Spirit would seem abrupt in this list of human
virtues; ‘love unfeigned,” unaffected, sincere; ‘“‘the word
of truth,” or the proclamation of a pure gospel; and “the
power of God,” which was shown in all the results of Paul's
missionary work. Vs. 6, 7.

The next three clauses testify to the character of Paul’s

ministry in view of conflicting judgments of friends and -

foes. He was certain of his own integrity. Whether
defending himself or rebuking others, he used only le-
gitimate means and methods. Hence his conduct was
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approved “‘by the armor of righteousness on the right
hand and on the left”; that is, by those weapons which
righteousness supplied for the right hand or the left,
offensive or defensive armor, as the sword for the right
hand and the shield for the left.

This was true amid ‘“glory and dishonor,” whether he :
was receiving honor from his friends or ignominy from -

his foes; amid “evil report and good report,” whether in
his absence he was the object of calumny or of praise.

Paul ends the long list of phrases by a number of
clauses in which he states in a series of striking contrasts
the conditions of his ministry. The beauty and force of
the passage lie in the fact that in each instance the oppo-
sites stated are both true, and both show him to be
approved as a minister of God.

According to his enemies, and so, in the minds of many,
he and his associates were “deceivers,” actual impostors,
but they knew themselves to be “true.”’

In the judgment of contemptuous critics they were
“ynknown,” obscure nonentities; yet by those capable of
appreciating them they were “well known'' and were
given more and more recognition.

They were actually exposed to death; at any time their
afflictions and sufferings might prove fatal. They are
“dying,” yet ‘‘behold” they “live,” for Christ is ever

~giving them deliverance and new strength, and even
~ when death actually comes it will issue for them in a life
of endless glory. :
_ They have been “chastened,” but by the sufferings out
of which God has brought blessing they have not been
“killed.” They were indeed “sorrowful,” and over-
whelmed with grief, yet “always rejoicing’’; they were
“poor’’ in material goods and as the world counted gains,
“yet making many rich,” with treasures of spiritual
wealth. : ‘ : S
They had “nothing,” they had given even themselves
to Christ; yet they were conscious of “possessing all
things.”  Just because they belonged to Christ all things

- were theirs, and they held the whole world in their

possession.  Vs. 8-10.

e
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By such credentials as these the apostle approved him-
self 'a minister of God; and in some measure every gospel
messenger, and indeed every follower of Christ, should

“attest his sincerity and commend himself as an am-
bassador of the King.

E. THE APPEAL. Chs. 6:11t07:4
1. For Sympathy. ' Ch. 6 : 11~13 ‘

11 Our mouth is open unto youi O Corinthians, our heart
is enlarged. 12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are
straitened in your own affections. 13 Now for a recompense
%_r Ii]ile kind (I speak as unto my children), be ye also en-

ged.

The success of a Christian minigter deépends upon his
having the confidence and the 'Iolig' of his people. Such
confidence Paul has been establishing in the opening
chapters of this epistle. At least he has been giving his
friends, who formed the majority of the Corinthian church,

_material to use in reply to the false teachers who had
‘questioned his honesty. He has set forth his principles of
action. This review of his ministry he closes with an

. appeal for sympathy and affection. He is not content
~with having his friends convinced of his sincerity; he
wishes to be sure of their devotion and love.. :

This appeal for affection, ch. 6 : 11-13, is interrupted, -
however, by a warning to his readers to keep themselves
separated from entangling alliances with idolators, chs.
6:14 to'7 : 1, and the appeal is continued in the chapter
which follows, ch.. 7 : 2-4. = ‘

“Qur mouth is open unto you, O Corinthians,” writes
the apostle. He has spoken with great frankness. He has
revealed to them all the secret springs of his actions. .
Nothing has been. kept back.  He has laid bare before .
them all his motives and aims as a minister of Christ.
Now he earnestly entreats them to show their sympathy -
and in return to treat him with a similar affectionate

“candor. “Qur heart is enlarged.” It has been expanded

and stands wide open ‘to receive them. . If there exists
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restraint or any lack of love, it is on their side, not
“Ye are not straitened in us, but . . . inyour
own affections.” “Now for a recompense in like kind,”
to make a fair exchange and to give him what he has
given (he is speaking to them as a loving father speaks to
[ his children), they also should be ‘“‘enlarged,” and open
o " their hearts in love to him.
: Unrequited love is hard to bear. It had almost broken
~ the apostle’s heart to hear that the persons he had brought
‘to Christ, for whom he had made every sacrifice, and whom
he loved as his own spiritual children, had been led to
doubt his sincerity and his integrity. Naturally, there-
fore, his careful explanation closes with this passionate

appeal for affection, vs. 11-13. :

any
on his.

2. For Separation. Chs. 6314 to 73 1

14 Be not unequallyoked with unbelievers: for what fel-
lowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion
hath light with darkness? 15 And what concord hath Christ
: with Belial? or what portion hath_ a believer with an un-
o believer? 16 And what agreement hath a temple of God with
r : idols? for we are a temple of the living God; even as God

said, I 'will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore
.. .Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate,
. gaith the Lord, : . .
+. And touch no unclean thing; )
: . And I will receive you,
.18 And will be to you 2 Father,
~ And ye shall be to me sons and daughters,
. saith the Lord Almighty. 1 Having therefore these promises,
peloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh
. and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

" Suddenly, however, he turns to solemn warning. ~The

_ frankness, the intimacy, the love -which he requests for
‘himself must not be shared with idolators. The followers
- ofChrist must keep from all close alliances with those who
~ have rejected Christ ar d allied themselves with an unbe-

_ lieving world. e o '

- “Bemot unequally yoked with unbelievers,” writes the
~ apostle. He does not forbid all intercourse with them
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(see I Cor. 5:9, 10; 7:12, 13; 10 : 27), or those social
and business contacts which may be necessary; but he
warns against making such common cause with the pur-
suits and aims of unbelievers as might compromise
Christian character and destroy the integrity and dis-
tinctness of Christian life. His words are not to be
applied only to marriages with unbelievers. They should
include all those intimacies which arise out of business
relations, secret orders, social activities, friendships and
fellowships. Such intimacies, in themselves possibly inno-
cent, may develop into unions which dwarf spiritual life,
weaken loyalty to God, secularize the soul, and annul
testimony to truth.

Paul enforces his warning by five argumentative ques-
tions, designed to show how unnatural, how incongruous,
how unsafe such alliances should be considered.

The first four questions are united in pairs. The fifth,
which mounts to the highest designation of Christian
holiness, stands alone. The two moral and spiritual
states are first contrasted: “What fellowship have right-
eousness and iniquity?”” Coupled with this is the question
contrasting the elements to which good and evil belong:
“What communion hath light with darkness?”’

Then the heads of the two opposing kingdoms are
brought into contrast: “And what concord hath Christ
with Belial?” The latter is supposed to be a designation
of Satan. In the Old Testament the word is used to
describe worthlessness, ruin, degenerate wickedness. Here
it would mean that there can be no concord between divine
purity and personified pollution.

The question which forms a couplet with this contrast
marks the antithesis between the bonds uniting these
supreme powers of good and evil with their subjects.
These bonds are faith and unbelief. Thus Paul inquires,
“What portion hath a believer with an unbeliever?”’

The last question stands alone. It contrasts the forms
of service to which these subjects were respectively de-
voted: “And what agreement hath a temple of God with
idols?””  The temple of God implies holiness. How can
there be any assent between this sanctuary and the
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objects of idol worship, which are the very synonyms of
impurity?

The apostle points to two great spheres of moral action,
and he implies that there are only two. Every soul
belongs to either the one or the other. He cannot belong
to both. He has chosen the realm to which he will give
allegiance. It is incongruous, it is inconmsistent, it is
fatal to follow any course of conduct which would attempt
to unite the two. Close fellowship with idolators cannot
but separate us from God.

“For we are a temple of the living God,” writes the
apostle. Not only is the heart of each believer such a
sanctuary, but all believers together form such a temple,
and they are encouraged to be true to God by the very
promises of his divine indwelling.

Thus the apostle pleads with his readers to separate
themselves from the idolatrous world in view of assur-
ances made in the Old Testament: “I will dwell in them,

" and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall

be my people.”’
This separation from the world was not to be physical

and local and social, but moral and spiritual. These
Corinthians were not to migrate to other cities, but to
keep free from the intimacies and fellowships which might
ally them with idolatry; and to-day Christians are to live
in: the world, while they are not of the world. They move
among their fellow men in close relationships, yet all the
while they belong to another sphere of life. But this
separation does not mean loneliness or loss. It results in
a divine companioriship which is more than compensation
for all that the world offers. = Such was the promise to
- God’s people of old, and such is the assurance made to his

servants to-day: ~

“‘Come ye-out from among them, and be ye separate,
sajth the Lord, : i ; )

And touch no unclean thing;

And I will receive you,

And will be to you a Father,

And ye shall be to me sons and daughters,

~ saith the Lord Almighty.”
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The soul of the Christian is ever being lured back into
the world, as Israel of old was ever turning to idolatry;
but rest and satisfaction can be found only by turning
again to God, for fellowship with whom the soul was
created. -

Paul closes his appeal with a precept which is both
negative and positive: ‘“Having therefore these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
Negatively, the Christian is to put away not only every
wrong action, but all thoughts and desires which may sully
the whiteness of the soul. Then, positively, he must seek
daily and continually for more perfect holiness; he must
move toward the goal of absolute moral perfection, in-
spired by that “fear of God’ which is born of a conscious-
ness of his holy presence and of his unfailing love. Chs.
6:14t07:1.

3. For Affection. Ch. 7:2-4

2 Open your hearts to us: we wronged no man, we cor-
rupted no man, we took advantage of no man. 3 I say it not
to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our
hearts to die together and live together. 4 Great is my bold-
ness of speech toward you, great is my glorying on your be-

alf: I am filled with comfort, I overflow with joy in all our
affliction.

Suddenly Paul resumes his appeal for sympathy. He
interrupted it by a solemn warning that intimacy and
spiritual fellowship must be regarded as impossible be-
tween Christians and idolators. = However, between
Christian friends affection is absolutely necessary if one
is to be of real service to another. ‘“‘Open your hearts to,
us,” writes Paul; ‘‘make room for us in your affections:
You have no reason to doubt or hesitate; ‘we wronged no
man, we corrupted no man, we took advantage of noman.’”’
He does not say this to condemn them, as though they
had been the source of such accusations. Far from con-
demning them, he feels for them the deepest sympathy:
“Ye are in our hearts to die together and live together.”
Neither death nor life can separate them from his love.
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In them he has the greatest confidence. In them he takes
the greatest pride. -Because of their friendship he is .
“filled with comfort,” is made to “‘overflow with joy,” in
spite of all his affliction. ‘

It is thus he prepares his readers for the resumption of
the personal narrative concerning his meeting with Titus, °
which, as he now continues it, will explain the source and
cause of this great joy.

" F. THE ASSURANCE. Ch. 7 :5-16
1. Of Comfort, Ch, 7:5-12

5 For even when we were come into Macedonia our flesh
had no relief, but we were afflicted on every side; without
were fightings, within were fears. 6 Nevertheless he that
comforteth the lowly, even God, comforted us by the coming
of Titus; 7 and not by his coming only, but also by the com-
fort wherewith he was comforted in you, while he told us
your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I re-
joiced yet more. 8 For though I made you sorry with my
epistle, I do not regret it: though I did regret if (for I see
that that epistle made you sorry, though but for a season),
9T now. rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye
were made sorry unto repentance; for ye were made sorry
after a godly sort, that ye might suffer loss by us in nothing.
10 For godly sorrow worketh. repentance unto salvation, a re-
pentance which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the
world worketh death. 11 For behold, this selfsame thing,

. that ye were made sorry after a godly sort, what earnest care .

it wrought in you, yea what clearing of yourselves, yea what -
indignation, yea what fear, yea what longing, yea what zeal,
yea what avenging! In everything ye approved yourselves to -
be pure in the matter. 12 So although I wrote unto you, I
wrote not for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his cause
that suffered the wrong, but that your earnest care for us

might be made manifest unto you in the sight of God.

: “The account of Paul’s experiences at Troas aind, in
Macedonia. was abruptly interrupted, ch. 2 :12, 13. It

©isnow as abruptly resumed. All that has intervened, chs. . =
" 2:14 to T :4, may be regarded as a'digression. In it Paul
- has set forth the nature and’motives of his ministry. - He

“now continues the narrative of what had befallen him in -
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Macedonia, where he met Titus and received the favor-
able news from Corinth.

In spite of sudden transitions all these seven chapters
of the epistle are bound together by a certain unity. The
great theme is the sincerity of Paul. This had been denied
by his enemies. Therefore, in writing to his friends in the
church, the apostle sets forth his principles of action.
He explains the delay in his approaching visit, and the
change in his attitude toward an offending member. He
records his deep anxiety for the state of the church, which
was so great that, failing to meet Titus at Troas as he
had expected, he hastened on to Macedonia. Here his
anxiety was relieved by the favorable report from Titus.
The remembrance of his joy leads him to speak of the
triumphant character, and thus of other features, of his
ministry. Even if this description is a digression, it is
quite relevant. It shows the integrity of Paul’s character
and the sincerity of his motives. It closes with an appeal
for sympathy and affection, and an expression of comfort
and joy.

The personal narrative, which is resumed, explains the
cause of this joy and the ground for the assurance of
comfort, vs. 512, and of confidence; vs. 13-16, with which
this section of the epistle ends.

“‘For even when we were come into Macedonia,’
whither we had come when we had failed to meet Titus in

. Troas, ‘our flesh had no relief.””” The word “flesh” is
used here in its popular not in its technical sense, as the
sphere not of sin but of suffering.

“We were afflicted on every side’’; at every turn there
was something to distress. ““Without were fightings,”
wranglings, bitter conflicts for and against me; “within
were fears,”’ haunting anxiety as to how it all would end.

“Nevertheless he that comforteth the lowly,” or rather,
the dejected, the depressed, those that are cast down,
“even God, comforted us by the coming of Titus.” Not
only did his fellowship with Titus cheer the apostle, but
also the report of the comfort which the Corinthians had
given to Titus, their desire to be reconciled with Paul,
their sorrow for the trouble they had occasioned him, and
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their eagerness to support his cause. All this good news
increased his joy.

He could hardly regret the pain which his former letter
had occasioned the Corinthians. In fact he was very glad,
not because they had suffered pain, but because their pain
had resulted in repentance. For they had suffered “after
a godly sort”; that is, as God would have men suffer,
namely, so as to be led by suffering to a place of penitence.
God had not caused the pain; it had been occasioned by
the apostle’s letter; but it was God's way and God’s will
that the suffering should issue in repentance, not that the
apostle should work them any harm. ‘For godly sorrow
worketh repentance unto salvation, a repentance which
bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh
death.” The former sorrow is that which feels pain be-
cause of the guilt of sin as an offense against God; the
latter feels pain because of the consequences of sin. The
contrast is between repentance and remorse, between
the experiences of Peter and of Judas. The “sorrow of the
world’" is not sorrow for sin but chagrin at being found out
and self-pity for the suffering which has been endured. Such
worldly sorrow results only in “death,”” or moral ruin.

Paul points out the beneficial results of such “godly
sorrow’’ in the case of the Corinthians. ‘For behold,
. what earnest care it wrought in you,” in contrast
with former indifference; ‘‘what clearing of yourselves,”
by showing that the offender has not been shielded or his
offense condoned; “what indignation,” at the disgrace
brought upon the church; ‘“‘what fear” of consequences;
“what longing” for the apostle’s forgiveness and for his
return; ‘“what zeal” to discipline the offender; “what
avenging,” what severity in his punishment. In every
one of these points the Corinthians had approved them-
selves, and had shown that they were purged from all
complicity in the sin and no longer felt any guilty sym-
pathy with the offender.

Paul goes on to say that, as a matter of fact, his main
purpose in writing was not merely to secure the discipline
of the offender but to call forth an expression of the deep
concern, the “earnest care,” which the Corinthians felt
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for him. - He wanted them to realize how much they
really cared for his sympathy, his good will, his love. It
would be difficult to imagine a more delicate way of ex-
pressing the apostle’s gratification at the obedience shown
in response to his severe and merited rebuke, After all
his anxiety for them, he can assure his readers of the com-
fort which now fills his heart. = Vs. 5-12.

2. Of Confidence., Ch. 7 :13-16

13 Therefore we have been comforted: and in our comfort
we joyed the more exceedingly for.the joy of Titus, because
his spirit hath been refreshed by you all.- 14 For if in any-
thing I have gloried to him on your behalf, I was not put to
shame; but as we spake all things to you in truth, so our
glorying also which I made before Titus was found to be
truth. 15 And his affection is more abundantly toward you,
while he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with
fear and trembling ye received him. 16 I rejoice that in
everything I am of good courage concerning you.

Last of all, Paul expresses his assurance of the mutual
confidence existing between himself and the members of
the Corinthian church. He has been comforted by their
conduct and by the consciousness that his severe rebuke
had resulted only in the good he had intended. Yet over
and above his own comfort he was ‘“‘the more exceedingly”
glad at the joy of Titus, whose spirit had been so refreshed
by their treatment of him.  Titus had accepted a delicate
mission in going to Corinth. Paul had tried to encourage
him by praising the Corinthians and assuring him that in
spite of their faults they were sound at heart. He'is now
able to say that his praise of them was fully justified by
their treatment of Titus. He had not been ‘‘put to shame”
by being shown to have made false statements in reference
to them. On the contrary, everything he had said to
Titus of them had been “‘found to be truth.” as was the
case with all his statements.

. As a result Titus shares with Paul a deeper affection
than before his visit, as he recalls how the Corinthians
obeyed the commands of the apostle and received his
delegate ‘‘with fear and trembling.” = Thus Paul can
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close with a joyful assurance that in every particular they

sustained his confidence in them. *“I rejoice that in

everything I am of good courage concerning you.”

Thus, so far as possible, Paul's reconciliation with the
Corinthians is complete. The strong passion which has
been moving through these opening chapters of the epistle
subsides. Paul’s expression of confidence in his readers is
like a calm after the storm, and it prepares the way for the
following exhortation to them to show liberality to their
fellow Christians in Judea.
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II. Tug COLLECTION FOR THE PoOrR CHRISTIANS AT
JerusaLEM. Chs. 8;9

A.‘ THE EXAMPLE. Ch.8:1-6

1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of
God which hath been given in the churches of Macedonia; 2
how that in much proof of affliction the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their
liberality. 3 For according to their power, I bear witness,
yea and beyond their power, they gave of their own accord,
4 beseeching us with much entreaty in regard of this grace
and the fellowship in the ministering to the saints: 5 and
this, not as we had hoped, but first they gave their own selves
to the Lord, and to us through the will of God. 6 Imsomuch
that we exhorted Titus, that as he had made a beginning
before, so he would also complete in you this grace also.

The eighth and ninth chapters of the Second Epistle of
Paul to the Corinthians form the great classic passage on
Christian beneficence. All the principles which should
control Christian giving are here set forth. It is a com-
plete summary of the motives and methods of church sup-
port and of church benevolences. If modern Christians
were familiar with these principles and were guided by
these instructions of the apostle, there never would be
need of special appeals, and the treasuries of all boards
and agencies of benevolence would overflow.

The occasion of these chapters was Paul’s desire to
have the Christians in Corinth complete a collection for
the relief of their fellow believers residing in Jerusalem.
Just why there was such need for this Palestine relief
fund is not stated. Possibly the Christians in Jerusalem
were in financial straits because they practiced a com-
munity of goods. However, this experiment of Christian
communism was not universal among them. It was purely
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voluntary. It obtained only for a time and was not ob-
served by many of the wealthier members of the church.

More probably the poverty among the Christians in
Jerusalem was due to the fact that the church in that
city was composed largely of persons of small means, of
tradesmen and artisans. Moreover, the Christians in
that city were from the first subjected to persecution and
to social ostracism which made it difficult for them to earn
a livelihood.

Whatever the occasion of their poverty, it was obvi-
ously "acute, and the rest of the Christian Church felt
sympathy for these fellow believers in Jerusalem who were
suffering from this dire financial distress.

It was for the relief of these sufferers that Paul was con-
cerned in making a collection. In this matter he had taken
the keenest interest. There were a number of reasons
why he was so eager for its success. First of all, the
common grace of Christian charity would lead him to
sympathize with persons in need. Then again, these par-
ticular persons were Jewish Christians, his kinsmen after
the flesh, and his brethren in Christ. In the third place,
it should be remembered that at the council in Jerusalem,
when it was agreed that Paul should be recognized as the
apostle to the Gentiles, it had been specially stipulated
that he should “‘remember the poor,” by which was meant
the “poor saints in Jerusalem.” There was a fourth
reason for his interest in this contribution: Such a gift
from Gentile churches would prove, to any who were
skeptical among the Jewish Christians, the reality and
genuineness of the faith and the conversion of the Gentiles.
Probably the supreme reason, however, was the desire of
the apostle to establish the union of Jew and Gentile in
the one body of Christ. Nothing would more clearly
demonstrate such oneness of life than would this expression
of sympathy and of love, given by converts from various
nations to the members of the mother church in Jerusalem.

The motive for the treatment of this subject in these
two chapters of this epistle was Paul’s desire to have the
Corinthian Christians complete their part of the collection

~before he reached the city. He was on his“.m and was
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passing ‘southward through Macedonia when Titus met
him with good news from Corinth. Among other impor-
tant matters he learned that the members of the Corin-
thian church had begun to make their contribution at
least a year earlier. Their interest had lapsed, or their
minds had been diverted by the dissensions and difficulties
in their church life. Therefore, as the apostle writes to
prepare for his imminent coming, he devotes this second
section of his letter to a presentation of the cause which
is so dear to his heart. “His approach to the subject is
most courteous and happy. The previous portion-of the
epistle had closed with the statement of his joy and his
confidence 1 his Corinthian friends.. He begins this
portion by telling them of the joy which has been occa-
sioned by the generosity of the Macedonian Christians,
among whom he is briefly sojourning, and by implying
that as he has such confidence in the Corinthian Christians
he can without fear broach the delicate subject of a church
collection. i
As a basis for the appeal which forms the substance of -
this section, he first describes the generosity of the Mace-
donian churches. “We make known to you,” he writes,
“the grace of God which hath been given in the churches
of Macedonia.” This grace, as he implies, has been and
is still operating there.  Its result is the production in
the ‘converts of an extraordinary degree of Christian
‘generosity.- As Paul states, “In much proof of affliction
the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
~abounded unto the riches of their liberality.” By their:
“affliction””  the apostle meant some particular persecu-
tion ,or distress which he was witnessing while among
them. - Its particular character is uncertain. Such suffer-
ings were all too common among the Christians of the
Early Church.' In connection with this affliction the
apostle mentions “‘the abundance of their joy.” Thisisa
. striking combination of ideas, quite characteristic of the
experiences in the Early Church. Suffering and joy were
usually united. It is of peculiar interest to note that Paul
- 'was at this time in Macedonia, probably in Philippi.
“In this city he had sung his songs in the night, when he.
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Jay bleeding in the prison, and to these Macedonian
believers he had written his great hymn of joy, namely,
his Epistle to the Philippians. This he had penned while
a prisoner in Rome.

In addition to their “‘affliction,” Paul makes mention of
“their deep poverty.” This also was an experience with
which the members of the Early Church were only too

~well acquainted.. It is true, however, that Macedonia
felt in a peculiar measure the oppression of Roman rule,
and that as a colony it was continually complaining of its
commercial difficulties and its financial straits. What Paul
tells his Corinthian readers is that the test of affliction
and the pitiful poverty issued in a rich stream of liberal-
ity. This last word originally meant simplicity or simple-
.mindedness. It seems to have meant that singleness of
purpose which is directed toward the relief of others, with
no selfish thought and no ulterior motive in mind; hence
the word came to denote, as it does here, generosity or
liberality. If “sincerity” is the word which embodies the
message of the first seven chapters of this letter, liberality
is the term which states the theme of the eighth and
-ninth chapters.

Paul declares of these Macedonian believers that “ac-
cording to their power, . . . ‘and beyond their power,
they gave of their own accord.” That is; their giving
was not only in accordance with their means, but it went
far beyond the limits of their slender resources, and, fur-
thermore, ‘it was purely voluntary and spontaneous;. it
was “‘of their own accord.”

These Christians had shown their liberality still further
in that, without waiting for any suggestion from the
apostle, they had begged him as a special fayor to allow
them the privilege of having a part in the offering which
was to be devoted to the relief of their fellow Christians
in Jerusalem. He adds that they had increased his sur-
prise by the spirit which they had shown. Not only had

they given much more than he had expected, but they
had given themselves to the Lord first of all, and then
as servants to Paul, through whom their gifts were to be
sent. It was this self-surrender which formed the chief
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feature of the grace which God had bestowed upon them.
It was the most striking characteristic of their liberality.

The consequence of this self-dedication of the Mace-
donians to God and to his apostle was this very message
which Paul was writing. He was sending it by the hand
of Titus. He was commissioning this trusted friend to
return at once to Corinth, and there to complete the task
which he had begun on his recent visit. Or, as Paul
expressed it in writing to these Corinthians, he had
“exhorted Titus, that as he had made a beginning before,
so he would also complete in you this grace also.”

In reviewing this picture of the exemplary generosity
of the Macedonian Christians, and in studying the in-
structions which follow, it should be noted that while Paul
is referring to a church collection he never uses the word
“money,” but employs such feli¢citous phrases as a “‘grace,”
a service or “ministering,” a communion in service or a
“fellowship in ministering,” a munificence or “bounty,” a
“blessing”’ (margin, ch. 9:5), a manifestation or “proof of
love.”

All these phrases are beautiful and full of meaning.
Possibly the first is most significant of all. Liberality,
according to the apostle, is a grace. Generosity is an en-
dowment. It is a gift from God. Itisa talent. By some
it is possessed in a very striking degree, while others are
almost as notable for their lack of this grace. However,
like all talents, it may be cultivated. It is well for each
believer to exercise this gift to the full extent of his ability,
and. it is sometimes stimulating for one to observe the
liberality of others. Particularly does the example of
persons who are in poverty, like these Macedonians,
arouse others to generosity.

The Macedonians show some of the characteristics
which, in greater or less degree, every Christian should
manifest. In the face of every demand for relief, in answer
to every appeal of suffering and want, there should be a
response showing something of the joyousness, of the
sacrifice, of the spontaneity, of the self-surrender, mani-
fested by these large-hearted members of the Macedonian

church.
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B. THE EXHORTATION. Ch. 8:7-15

7 But as ye abound in everything, in faith, and utterance,
and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in your love to
us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not by
way of commandment, but as proving through the earnestness
of others the sincerity also of your love. 9 For ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty
might become rich. 10 And herein I give my judgment:
for this is expedient for you, who were the first to make a
beginning a year ago, not only to do, but also to will. 11 But
now complete the doing also; that as fhere was the readiness
to will, so there may be the completion also out of your ability.
12 For if the readiness is there, if is acceptable according as a
man hath, not according as he hath not. 13 For I say not
this that others may be eased and ye distressed; 14 but by
equality: your abundance being a supply at this present time
for their want, that their abundance also may become a sup-
ply for your want; that there may be equality: 15 as it is
written, He that gathered much had nothing over; and he
that gathered little had no lack.

Having put the picture of the Macedonians before
them, Paul now exhorts the Corinthians to manifest an
equal generosity. - His introduction is kindly and con-
ciliatory. He compliments them on the rich supply of
Christian graces which they have shown, and he intimates
that it 'would be well if they abounded also in the grace
of liberality. “But as ye abound in everything, in faith,
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all earnestness, and
in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.”

These graces which Paul mentions were all regarded as
gifts of the Spirit, The very “faith” to which he refers
was a special induement. The “utterance” was the gift
of teaching and of public testimony. The ‘“knowledge”
was that of divine things. “All earnestness’ indicates
zeal of every right kind. By “‘your love to us,” Paul prob-
ably meant “‘the love which unites your hearts with ours.”

All these gifts may be possessed by Christians who never
manifest the grace of liberality. In the case of many,
faith is strong, speech is fluent, knowledge is extensive,
zeal is unquestioned, love for friends is fervent, but their
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appears to be no genius for generosity when collections are
being taken for poor saints beyond the seas.

As giving is a grace, and would cease to be such if done
under compulsion, Paul does not command the Corin-
thians. He does not dictate to them. He merely mentions
the liberality of the Macedonians so that, by holding
before the Corinthians this example, he may prove the
genuineness of their Christian love.

The mention of love as a motive for their generosity
leads Paul to dwell on the supreme example of love, one
which was never absent from his mind. He speaks of
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Here was love
and self-sacrifice in its highest expression. Before he
came into the world Christ possessed all the glory of
heaven and all the majesty of the Godhead. For our
sakes he surrendered all. He became man. He took upon
himself “the form of a servant.” This he did that through
his voluntary poverty we might be blest, not only with
spiritual riches, but with all the fullness of his salvation.
As Paul reminds the Corinthians, “Though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might become rich.”

After the mention of such an example of Christian love,
Paul might well have commanded the Corinthians to
manifest Christian charity. He is careful, however, not
to command. He merely expresses an opinion: ‘‘Herein
I give my judgment.” He declares that to give advice
and not to command is the proper way of dealing with
believers such as they. For they were not only the first
persons to act in this matter of the collection, but the first
to be willing to act, and this as far back as the previous
year. He, therefore, advises them to carry out their plan
so that their willingness to act may be equaled by their
promptness in completing the collection, so far at least
as their minds will allow. For generosity in giving is
tested by willingriess rather than by wealth. If one is
eager to share, God measures his approval of the gift by
the means one may possess, ‘‘for if the readiness is there,
it is acceptable according as a man hath, not according as
he hath not.” : .
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" I Cor. 8:16 t0 9:5

Paul closes these words of kindly advice by stating
another law relative to Christian benevolence. Giving to
the relief of fellow Christians is a matter of mutual con-
sideration. The apostle states that he is not proposing
this collection to relieve others at the risk of distress to
his Corinthian friends. Burdens must be equalized. Their
abundance may supply at the present time the want of
the Judean Christians, but the time may come when the
latter may have the privilege of relieving the necessities
of the Christians in Corinth. The principle of equality
should be maintained.

To illustrate this fact Paul quotes from the experience
of the Children of Israel. When they gathered manna
each morning on their wilderness journey, it is written,
“He that gathered much had nothing over; and he that
gathered little had no lack.” In the case of Israel, it
seems, this rule was carried out by some miraculous means,
so that no one had more or less than he needed of the
divine provision. In the case of Christians, the general
principle will result, not in securing for each individual
the exact amount of worldly goods which each other
believer possesses, but in a situation where none will be
in distress while others know the need and have the
means to give relief. Such is the principle which Paul
intimates the Corinthians may apply, as he reminds them
again, not by way of command but of advice, of the
distress which is to be met by this ministry to the members
of the mother church in Jerusalem.

C. THE MESSENGERS. Chs. 8:161t09:5

16 But thanks be to God, who putteth the same earnest
care for you into the heart of Titus. 17 For he accepted indeed
our exhortation; but being himself very earnmest, he went
forth unto you of his own accord. 18 And we have sent to-
gether with him the brother whose praise in the gospel is
spread through all the churches; 19 and not only so, but who
was also appointed by the churches to travel with us in the
matter of this grace, which is ministered by us to the glory
of the Lord, and fo show our readiness: 20 avoiding this,
that any man should blame us in the matter of this bounty
which is ministered by us: 21 for we take thought for things
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honorable, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the
sight of men. 22 And we have sent with them our brother,
whom we have many times proved earnest in many things,
but now much more earnest, by reason of the great confidence
which he hath in you. 23 Whether any inguire about Titus,
he is my partner and my fellow-worker to you-ward; or
our brethren, they are the messengers of the churches, they
are the glory of Christ. 24 Show ye therefore unto them in
the face of the churches the proof of your love, and of our
glorying on your behalf.

1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is super-
fluous for me to write to you; 2 for I know your readiness, of
which I glory on your behalf to them of Macedonia, that
Achaia hath been prepared for a year past; and your zeal
hath stirred up very many of them. 3 But I have sent the
brethren, that our glorying on your behalf may not be made
void in this respect; that, even as I said, ye may be prepared:
4 lest by any means, if there come with me any of Mace-
donia and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye)
should be put to shame in this confidence. 5 I thought it
necessary therefore to entreat the brethren, that they would
go before unto you, and make up beforehand your afore-
promised bounty, that the same might be ready as a matter
of bounty, and not of extortion.

Trust funds must be administered with scrupulous care.
Particularly is this true when such funds represent gifts
of the poor which have been sacrificed for the relief of
those who are in even deeper distress. This care is to be
exercised with a view not merely to efficiency but also to
the preclusion of any possible suspicion of dishonesty or
waste.

Thus Paul showed great wisdom in appointing a dele-
gation of distinguished Christians to receive the offerings
which were being made for the suffering saints in Jeru-
salem, and to convey these offerings to those upon whom
they were to be bestowed.

After intimating to the Christians that it would be
becoming in them to complete the collection they had
begun, Paul cordially commends to them the commission-
ers who are to care for their gifts.

First among them he mentions Titus, the trusted friend,
who had met him in Macedonia with the good news from
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Corinth. Paul thanks God for having put into the heart
of Titus the same deep interest in the matter of this con-
tribution which he himself feels. There is a delicate
touch in the expression Paul uses as he refers to this con-
tribution: “But thanks be to God, who putteth the same
earnest care for you into the heart of Titus.” The interest
of Titus in the contribution is thus designated as ‘‘care”
for the Corinthians. They might think the concern of
Titus for the relief fund was zeal on behalf of the poor
saints in Jerusalem; it was really on behalf of the Corin-
thians. They would be the chief losers if they failed to
contribute generously to this fund.

Titus is said to have accepted gladly his new com-
mission. Indeed, he had needed no request. He was so
full of enthusiasm for the cause that of his own unprompted
choice he was setting out to go to them.

As his colleague, Paul is sending with him “the brother
whose praise in the gospel is spread through all the
churches.”  Just who this fellow Christian was, it is
futile to conjecture. To the Corinthians he was well
known, for his devoted service to the Christian faith had
won for him the praise of all believers. Not only had he
been lauded by all the churches, but he had been chosen
by them to travel with Paul and to assist him in the matter
of the collection, so that Christ might be honored and
Paul’s responsibility might be lightened. *

This appointment had Paul’s full consent, for he wished
to make sure that no one should have any ground for
criticizing or suspecting his conduct in connection with
the administration of this charity. Paul aimed at doing
what was absolutely honest, “not only in the sight of the
Lord, but also in the sight of men.”

Unhappily it was necessary for Paul to take such pre-

. cautions. Even his pure life and innocent purposes were

not free from suspicion and slander. His enemies were
contemptible enough to intimate that his interest in the
collection was not unselfish and that there was something
suspicious about his zeal for the gathering of such large
sums. Surely if Paul needed to be on his guard, much
more. do those to-day who are concerned with the ad-
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ministration of funds for benevolent and missionary causes.
They should welcome the appointment: of capable treas-
urers and auditors, and skilled accountants; thus they
protect -their own reputations and also safeguard the
enterprises against any rumors of inefficiency, dishonesty,
'or fraud. ‘

The third deputy whom Paul was sending to be in-
trusted with the contributions of the Corinthians was a
“brother” who had “many times proved earnest in many
things, but now much more earnest, by reason of the
great confidence” which he had in the Corinthians.. The
name of this Christian brother it is impossible to deter-

“mine. Paul had tested his fidelity frequently and in

many ways, and he now found him niore zealous in Chris-
tian service than ever, eager to go upon this mission to
Corinth because of the high regard for the Corinthian
church which Paul had inspired.

These three delegates, accordingly, the Corinthians
could receive without hesitation or question. If any
inquiry should be made about Titus, they could com- .
mend him as Paul’s intimate colleague and fellow laborer
in‘all that concerned the welfare of the Corinthian church.

“As to the other commissioners, it could be stated that they

were specially chosen delegates of the churches. That

- should be enough to guarantee their standing and ability.

Paul adds, however, that these men are an honor to their

" Master. They are ‘‘the glory of Christ.” :

He urges the Corinthians to receive them and to respond
to their appeals so cordially and generously that all the
chirches, which will soon know of their mission, will rejoice
in'the proof of ‘the sincere love animating the Corinthian
brotherhood, and will rejoice because of their liberality
and their loyalty to Christ.  Vs. 16-24.

Thus Paul has set forth one reason for commissioning
the messengers to Corinth. It is the very reason for
appointing ‘modern church committees and boards and
agencies, namely, to provide against all suspicion of dis-
?ongsty and of misuse in the administration of benevolent
unds. :
There is, however, another important purpose to be =
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served, namely, the securing of efficiency. Individual
enterprises and independent organizations are commonly
less economical and the results of their activities are
usually less permanent and satisfactory than in the case
of agencies in which large groups of churches unite.

Paul might have gone alone to Corinth and might
have secured funds to be administered according to his
own discretion, but he knew that donors would be far
more willing and generous when assured that their gifts
were to be intrusted to a group of competent and ac-
credited men.

He had another related reason for sending a com-
mission.  He knew the offerings would be thus more
promptly secured, and he earnestly desired to have the
collection entirely completed before his arrival, so that
his own energies could be devoted to the spiritual instruc-
tion of the church. The collection was important, but the
edification of believers was of still greater concern.

This should ever be borne in mind. Church benevo-
lences are not to be neglected or evaded. A church that
does not give does not live. Yet it is conceivable that a
church may so absorb its time and energies in the collec-
tion of funds as to neglect the cultivation of its spiritual
life. The two are inseparable, but the former should never
be allowed to displace the latter. ,

In urging the Corinthians to complete their collection
before his arrival, Paul appeals almost playfully to their
pride. In this matter of “ministering to the saints” in
Jerusalem, it is ‘“‘superfluous’” for him to write to such
persons as themselves, for he well knows their eager
interest. He has been boasting about them to the Mace-
donians, telling them that these Achaian Christians have
been enthusiastic about the matter for more than a year.
In fact the report of their zeal has aroused many of the
Macedonians to give liberally to the cause. He is now
sending Titus and his companions to prove that his praise
was not an empty boast when he claimed for them such a
readiness to give. He has been anxious to test and to
justify this claim. For it would be a calamity if the
Macedonians who might accompany him should find that
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the Corinthians were not ready to participate in this

contribution. ‘That would be decidedly embarrassing to

him, and also to them in whom he had expressed such
great confidence.

To avoid this possible discredit he has deemed it neces-
sary to entreat these three brethren to go on in advance
and to collect this promised bounty in good season. He
wishes it to be a bounty; a real gift of love, and not some-
thing: which may seem to have been extorted from them.

It would be well if the members of the modern church
.were so carefully instructed in the principles of steward-
ship and so intelligently interested in benevolent causes
that no emotional appeals on special occasions would be
necessary, but that the agents of missionary and other
organizations would find them so ready to give that con-
tributions would ever be in reality freewill offerings, gifts
of love.

D. THE ENCOURAGEMENT. Ch. 9:6-15

6 But this I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. 7 Lef each man do according as he hath pur-
posed in his heart: not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God
loveth a cheerful giver., 8 And God is able to make all grace
abound unto you; that ye, having always all sufficiency in
‘everything, may abound unto every good work: 9 as it is
written,

He hath scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor;
His righteousness abideth for ever. )
10 And he that supplieth seed to the sower and bread for
food, shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and in-

crease the fruits of your righteousness: 11 ye being enriched.

in everything unto all liberality, which worketh through us
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministration of this service
not only filleth up the measure of the wants of the saints, but
aboundeth also through many thanksgivings unto God; 13
seeing that through the proving of you by this ministration
- they glorify God for the obedience of your confession unto
the gospel of Christ, and for the liberality of your contribu-
tion unto them and unto all; 14 while they themselves also,

X
|

. with supplication on your behalf, long after you by reason of -

the exceeding grace of God in you. ‘15 Thanks be to God for
his unspeakable gift. ~ o ;
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Some have felt that in commending to the Corinthians
the commissioners who were to receive their contributions
Paul did not appeal to the highest motives. He induced
the Macedonians to contribute liberally by representing
the generosity of the Corinthians, and then he turned
about and urged the Corinthians to renew their generosity
by picturing to them the example of liberality shown by
the Macedonians. Further he urged the Corinthians to
contribute generously to the relief fund to save him from

7\ embarrassment because he had boasted to others of their
liberality and did not wish to have his statements proved
to be untrue. However, under the conditions, the appeals
of the apostle were probably justifiable.

As Paul closes his message in relation to the collection
for the suffering Christians in Jerusalem, he presents
motives which not only were pertinent to the Corinthians

but which are applicable to Christians in every age.
First of all, he encourages the Corinthians to be generous
in their gifts because of the enrichment certain to result
in their own lives. “‘But this I say, He that soweth spar-

* /ingly shall reap also sparingly; and he that soweth bounti-

i | fully shall reap also bountifully.” This is a law of nature
which applies in every experience of life. - One who scatters
but a little seed reaps but a small harvest, while generous
sowing prepares for a harvest of abundant fruitage. -
Charity is thus not a casting away, but a sowing. Itisin
the truest sense an investment. It is certain to secure
returns. Not only does one who gives “lay up . . .
treasures in heaven,” but he prepares to reap a harvest
here on earth. ‘ ; :

Of course charity cannot be commercial. It ceases to
be charity when exercised with a view to a reward. Nor
yet can it be by compulsion.  The charitable man must do

; \/ “according as he hath purposed in his heart.” His action

must be in accordance with his own free will and desire;
it must not be performed grudgingly, with sorrow and
regret, ‘‘or of necessity,” under the compulsion of cir-
cumstances, or the fear of criticism, or the custom of his
‘society. “God loveth a cheerful giver.” It is not the -
amount given which determines his approval, but the
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spirit of the one who gives; and one can safely trust in
God.
It is usually in accordance with God's providential plan
to increase the resources of the cheerful giver. “God is
| able to make all grace abound unto you; that ye, having
/' always all sufficiency in everything, may abound unto every
good work.” He is able, and it is his wont, to grant to
those who are liberal ample means, so that they may
always have enough for any emergency of their own, and
ample besides for the relief of others. This gracious
provision is in accordance with the words of the psalmist:

“He hath scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor;

His righteousness abideth for ever.”

So it was the experience of the Old Testament believer to
find that charity was a sowing which met the approval of
God and the blessing of God, but which also resulted in a
fruitage which would abide.

A similar experience may be expected by the follower of
Christ. “He that supplicth seed to the sower and bread
for food, shall supply and multiply your seed for sowing,
and increase the {fruits of your righteousness: ye being
enriched in everything unto all liberality.” This is a
definite statement that those who give liberally may
usually expect that their opportunities and their means
for charity will be increased. They will be enriched on all i
occasions, so that they can be generous at all times. The
rule is not without exceptions, but it is so general as to
furnish encouragement in the exercise of this Christian
grace of charity. The cheerful giver is always spiritually
enriched and usually is given increasing ability to exercise
this grace.

Among the fruits of righteousness which result from
liberal giving Paul mentions a second upon which he
does not dwell. It is too obvious. The one who gives
reaps a harvest in his own life, but his charity evidently
bears fruit in the lives of those whom he relieves. Thus,
in speaking of the contribution for the needy Christians
in Jerusalem, Paul encourages generosity by stating that
“the ministration of this service” would fill up ‘“‘the meas-
ure of the wants of the saints,” It does, indeed, aid one
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to be cheerful in giving when he pictures to himself the
poverty and pain and anxiety which his gifts are certain

to relieve.
The third result of charity which Paul mentions in

order to encourage generosity on the part of the readers is ?

the thanksgiving which their gifts will call forth. He
indicates that a great chorus of praise would be evoked
by their liberality. It would result in “many thanks-
givings unto God.”

This gratitude would be upon two grounds. First of
all, the recipients would rejoice in such a manifestation
of Christian sympathy. They would offer thanksgiving
“for the liberality of your contribution unto them and
unto all.” The particular cause for their joy, however,
wotld be the proof which this contribution from Gentile

. Christians would furnish of the reality and sincerity of
their faith and their loyalty to their confession of the
gospel of Christ.

This was a matter of deep concern to the apostle. - This
was, indeed, one of the main purposes in securing the
contribution for the believers in Jerusalem. He wished
the latter to be convinced of the genuineness of Gentile
believers, and he wished both Jews and Gentiles to realize
and to express their unity in Christ.

It is this last phase of the matter with which Paul
closes his encouraging appeal. The Judean Christians
would not only unite in thanking God for the love of their
Gentile friends, but they would intercede for them at the
throne of grace. They would unite in “supplication” on
behalf of the Corinthian Christians, recognizing ‘‘the
exceeding grace of God'" manifested in them.

It is in view of this blessed result that Paul bursts
forth in a closing doxology: ‘Thanks be to God for his
unspeakable gift.” There are many who feel that these
words can only be interpreted as a direct reference to

Christ, “the gift of God.” It may be, however, that those

are right who connect this phrase more directly with the
)

/

thoughts which immediately precede. Paul has been s

eager to have Jewish and Gentile believers put aside the
enmities and prejudices which separated them that his
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heart overflows with gratitude as he pictures to himself

the results in harmony and affection, In sympathy and
love, which would issue from a gift of notable generosity
offered by Gentile believers to their Jewish brethren in 1
Christ. This would be a precious boon, the worth of |

, which could not be expressed in words.

According to either interpretation the cause of thanks-
giving to God would be the unutterable grace and good-
ness which he had manifested through his Son. Christ
was the Gift of God’s love. In him is found the true motive
for all charity. He is the final Embodiment and Source
of all grace, and for him thanks should be given to God,

;. who is the Giver of every good and perfect gift.
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1II. PauL’s DErFeENSE OF His APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY.
Chs. 10:1t013:10

A. THE DIVINE POWER. Ch. 10
1. Its Exercise., Ch. 10:1-11

1 Now I Paul myself entreat you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ, I who in your presence am lowly among
you, but being absent am of good courage toward you: 2 yea,
I beseech you, that I may not when present show courage
with the confidence wherewith I count to be bold against
some, who count of us as if we walked according to the flesh.
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according
to the flesh 4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but mighty before God to the casting down of strong-
holds); 5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing
that is exalted against the knowledge of God, and bringing
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ; 6
and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience, when your
obedience shall be made full. 7 Ye look at the things that
are before your face. If any man trusteth in himself that he
is Christ’s, let him consider this again with himself, that, even
as he is Christ’s, so also are we. 8 For though I should glory
somewhat abundantly concerning our authority (which the
Lord gave for building you up, and not for casting you down),
I shall not be put to shame: 9 that I may not seem as if I
would terrify you by my letters. 10 For, His letters, they say,
are weighty and strong; but his bodily presence is weak, and
his speech of no account. 11 Let such a one reckon this, that,
what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such are
we also in deed when we are present.

The four closing chapters of Paul’s Second Epistle to

the Corinthians comprise a vindication of his authority
/ as an apostle of Christ. These chapters differ so greatly
in tone and spirit from the chapters which precede that

is concluded, indeed, that they constitute the severe letter
of rebuke written before this Second Epistle and referred

to in its opening section.

[ they are supposed by many to form a separate epistle. It

R A e s
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The contrast in tone, however, is sufficiently accounted
for on the ground of the distinct purpose of this portion
of the letter. In the earlier chapters Paul was addressing
the great body of believers whom he regarded as his

“friends, and was endeavoring to remove from their minds
certain suspicions which had been aroused as to his
integrity and sincerity. In these closing chapters, with-
out directly addressing them, he is rebuking bitter enemies
who have cruelly assailed him and are endeavoring to
undermine his influence and to corrupt his gospel. These
enemies seem to have come from Jerusalem with letters,
possibly spurious, from the mother church. They claimed
to be true apostles and boasted some special relation to
Christ. They seem to have belonged to that class known
as Judaizers. They were attempting to combine the
requirements of the Jewish law with the free grace of the
gospel. - Their motives were selfish and mercenary and
their influence in the Corinthian church was becoming so
great that Paul found it necessary to deliver this stern
rebuke which has commonly been called his ‘“‘great
invective.”

If the language is stern and passionate, Paul is not to
be condemned as self-conscious and ill-tempered. = He
believes that the life of the Corinthian church is at
stake.  He speaks not with personal pique but as an
apostle of Christ. He is not willing to allow the work
of his Master to be destroyed by false teachers who have
been attempting to corrupt the church.

It seems, also, that some Christians in Corinth had
fallen into grave moral faults. Paul writes, in view of his
approaching visit, to rebuke the false leaders and to call
the offenders to repentance and reformation, so that on
his arrival he may be spared the painful necessity of
exercising discipline.

The false teachers had accused Paul (1) of cowardly
weakness and lack of effectiveness, (2) of not possessing a

gull knowledge of Christ and so of the true gospel, (3) of
accepting no salary because conscious that he was an.
impostor. _

The main portion of his defense. therefore, answers
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these charges in order. (1) He claims divine power,
which he will exercise il necessary, and which is to be
measured not by empty boasts but by actual achievement.

Ch. 10.
(2) He defends the pure gospel which he is proclaiming.

Ch. 11 :1-6.

(3) He gives his reason for refusing any remuneration .

for his missionary labors. Ch. 11 : 7-15. He next states
the grounds on which he might boast and by which his
apostolic authority is vindicated. Chs. 11 : 16 to 12 : 10.
Then, after expressions of personal love, he ends his
defense by warning both the guilty members of the church
and the false teachers. Chs. 12 :11 to 13 : 10.

He begins with a personal and tender appeal, “Now I
Paul myself entreat you by the meekness and gentleness
of Christ.” These words are in striking contrast to the
severe and even bitter rebukes by which his defense is
characterized; but it must be noted that, however passion-
ately he may attack his opponents, he never loses his
. self-control, his sanity, or his consciousness that he is a
servant of Jesus Christ. Thus here he first of all calls to
mind the meekness and forgiving love of his Master. He
intimates that these should be imitated by all who pro-
fess to be Christ’s servants, and that they form his own
rule of action.

There is a special reason for thus directing attention to
himself and naming these virtues. He is beginning a
defense which is intensely personal in answer to an attack
upon him due to a misinterpretation of the meekness and
gentleness which he showed when on a previous visit to
Corinth. . His critics had declared that when he was
present his conduct was cowardly and contemptible, but
that when he had left them he could write back letters
which were bold and fearless. - It is the cruel sneer of his
enemies which he quotes:  “I who in your presence am
lowly among you, but being absent am of good courage
toward you.” This unkind charge was probably sup-
ported by the fact that he had shown himself to be mild
‘and patient when with them, but subsequently had
written the brief, severe letter. His conduct had been
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basely misconstrued as weakness and cowardice, due to a
conscious lack of power and of divine authority. V. 1.

He now insists that he does possess an authority and a
power which he will exercise if necessary, but he entreats
them to spare him this sad necessity. ‘I beseech you,
that T may not when present show courage with the
confidence wherewith I count to be bold against some,
who count of us as if we walked according to the flesh.”
There are those then against whom he expects to proceed
with severity, but he hopes that the Corinthian Christians
will not be among that number. It is only against the
false teachers that he is planning to act with a “courage”
and “confidence” which will be shown in the severity of
his discipline.

These enemies have accused him of being one who
“walked according to the flesh.” He retorts, “Though we
walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh.”
Here he is playing upon the word “flesh’” and intimating
its contrary uses. He admits that he is conscious of
human weakness and limitations, but he has not been
guided by human motives of cowardice and fear, “for,”
he says, “‘though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh.”” V. 2.

The weapons by which he is waging his spiritual war-
fare are not worldly and carnal. They are not those of
feeble human nature, but the mighty weapons which God
has supplied for overthrowing the strongholds which defy
his gospel. It is with such divine power that Paul is
succeeding in “casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God.”
The systems of human speculation, like the proud philos-
ophies of Greece, since they are opposed to the truth which
God has revealed, cannot stand before the power which
has been committed to the apostle. It is able to make
captive every rebellious thought and to bring it into sub-
mission and obedience to Christ. Vs. 4, 5.

Whatever disobedience might exist in the Corinthian
church, Paul was quite ready to show his power, to rebuke
and to overcome it. But he wished to delay until the
members of the church had fully established their willing-
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ness to obey him and then he would proceed against the
false teachers, who were really those to be punished for
their obstinacy and their rebellion against the authority
of the apostle. V.6

He warns the Corinthians against being misled by
appearances and by superficial judgments: “Ye look at
the things that are before your face.” They should look
deeper. They should not be so easily misled by the foolish
boasts of the false teachers. The latter claimed an excep-
tional and intimate relationship to Christ, and pretended
to be his special messengers. It would be well for the
Corinthians to consider such claims a little more care-
fully. They would then conclude that these teachers were
arrogating to themselves nothing which Paul did not
actually possess. “If any man trusteth in himself that
he is Christ’s, let him consider this again with himself,
that, even as he is Christ’s, so also are we.” V.7

If Paul, indeed, should glory in his peculiar relation to the
Master and in the authority and power which Christ had
intrusted to him alone, it would be no idle boast; he would
“not be put to shame’ as an impostor when he reached
Corinth.  This authority and power had been intrusted
to him for the edification of the Corinthian church, not
for its destruction. The Lord had given these gifts ‘“for
building you up, and not for casting you down.” V. 8.

Unless absolutely necessary this authority will not be
exercised in the way of punishment and discipline. More
than this Paul will not say, lest he may seem to be at-
tempting to overawe the Corinthians with written threats
or to “terrify”’ them by his ‘letters.” The contemptuous
sneers of his enemies have been reported to him: ‘‘His
letters, they say, are weighty and strong; but his bodily
presence is weak, and his speech of no account.” V. 10.

To this sneer Paul makes reply that anyone who talks
in this way may rest assured that when Paul arrives he
will express himself quite as forcibly by action as he does
by letter when absent, ‘“Let such a one reckon this, that,
what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such
are we also in deed when we are present.” V. 11.

As to Paul’s personal appearance much has been con--
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jectured and is being popularly reported for which there
is no basis in fact. He is described as an ugly little Jew,
bald, squat of stature, bandy-legged, with bowed shoulders.
Not only is he pictured as grotesque in appearance, but he
is made contemptible as the alleged victim of humiliating
infirmities, such as ophthalmia and epilepsy.

That he did suffer from some extreme physical afflic-
tion he is about to affirm. Ch. 12:7-10. That this
“thorn in the flesh” was epilepsy, or that the personal
appearance of the apostle was displeasing, it is as cruel
as it is unnecessary to conjecture. The present passage
contains no reflection upon his appearance. The sneer
that “his bodily presence’” was ‘‘weak, and his speech of
no account’”’ was not directed against any physical de-
fects. It was intended to contrast his character and con-
duct when present in Corinth with the boldness and
severity of his letters written from a distance. There
may be a reference to the gentleness and forbearance
shown on his last visit, qualities which were mistaken
for weakness and cowardice, which as such were in strik-
ing contrast to the brief, severe letter which had resulted
in the repentance and contrition of the church. “This
man,” so said his enemies, “is bold and firm enough when
he writes, but when he arrives he is timid in action and his
speech is beneath contempt.”

It must be remembered that this was a false charge
which Paul resented. - He replies that when he returns his
bodily presence and his speech will be just as full of
energy and courage as are his letters. Now if one were to
argue from this passage as to the personal appearance of

fthe apostle, the only possible conclusion would be that his
/’ physical appearance was impressive, if not imposing, for
1t was of the same character as his letters.

All this, however, is somewhat aside from the message
of the paragraph. It contains on the part of the apostle
a claim to divine power. This power was such that,
whatever the human instrument, it was sufficient to over-

J throw all ‘the strongholds of intellectual and spiritual
pride which stood opposed to the gospel and able to bring
“every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.”
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We are not to suppose that such power rested on Paul
alone. A like power is ever granted in some measure to
all who seek to proclaim the gospel with like devotion to

their Lord.
2. Its Measure, Ch. 10 :12-18

12 For we are not bold to number or compare ourselves with
certain of them that commend themselves: but they them-~
sslves, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves with themselves, are without understanding. 13
But we will not glory beyond our measure, but according to
the measure of the province which God apportioned to us as
a measure, to reach even unto you. 14 For we stretch not
ourselves overmuch, as though we reached not unto you: for
we came even as far as unto you in the gospel of Christ: 15
not glorying beyond our measure that is, in other men’s labors;
but having hope that, as your faith groweth, we shall be mag-
nified in you according to our province unto further abundance,
16 so as to preach the gospel even unto the parts beyond
you, and not to glory in another’s province in regard to things
ready to our hand. 17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord. 18 For not he that commendeth himself is ap-
proved, but whom the Lord commendeth.

The meaning of this passage is somewhat concealed by
its irony and sarcasm. Paul has been insisting that the
charge of weakness and cowardice brought against him by
his enemies is false. He here confesses that there is one
form of courage he lacks. He does not dare to do as some
people whom he knows. He has not the courage to boast
a power he does not possess, or to claim a relation to
Christ he has never known. He admits that he does not
have the bravery to even put himself in their number,
much less to compare himself with certain persons who
are great only in their own admiration, and are distin-
guished for their commendation of themselves.. These
enemies of the apostle form a mutual admiration society.
Their own achievements constitute their standard . of
excellence, and they congratulate themselves and one
another on attaining this standard: ‘“They themselves,
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves with themselves, are without understanding.”
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Such mutual admiration societies are popular down to the
present day. They may be found even in religious circles.
This attitude of mind, however, according to the apostle,
does not indicate a very high order of intelligence. Such
men are “without understanding.” V., 12.

It would be a sign of much more sagacity if such self-
satisfied admirers of their own achievements would com-
pare themselves with others whose work is of some real
significance,

" The attainments of Paul’s enemies had consisted merely
in their intrusion into the field of his labors, and they were
priding themselves only on the ground that they had
stolen some of his converts. They would feel less like
boasting if they compared their accomplishments with
those of Paul, who had founded the church in Corinth.

- For his own part, Paul will make no boast which goes
beyond the limits of his actual work. He will confine
himself to the limits of the province which God marked
out for him, a province which includes Corinth and his
converts in that city. V. 13.

He is not straining to exceed the limits of his province,
as he would be doing if he had received no divine com-
mission to come to Corinth. He was in the appointed
sphere of his apostolic labors when he pressed on even to
that city and was the first to proclaim there the gospel of
Christ. V. 14.

Therefore, Paul’s glorying in the work he had achieved
did not go beyond legitimate bounds. Unlike the false
teachers who were rejoicing in their attempts to corrupt
the church he had established, he was not setting up claims
to a work which other men had done. He was gratified in
the results of his own efforts in Corinth. In fact he was
hoping that, as the Christian devotion of his converts
there increased, he might be able to expand the sphere
of his apostolic labors, and aided by their support might
be able to preach the gospel even in ‘the unevangelized
regions beyond Corinth. He did not wish to claim credit,
as some people were doing, for work already accomplished
within the field of service divinely appointed to ‘another

 workman. Vs. 15, 16. :
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However, in any case, Paul would take no credit to
himself. He insisted that for a servant of Christ there
can be only one ground of gratification, only one rule for
the assertion of claims. It is not proud self-praise, but
glorying in the grace of God by which all success is
achieved. As the prophet has said, “But he that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord.” Ci. Jer. 9 :24. For he who,
instead of giving all glory to God, commends himself, is
not the man who is really approved, but he whom the
Lord commends. Vs. 17, 18.

Paul intimates that he is himself one who is glorying
in the Lord. He is not praising himself. His power for
service which his enemies are denying is a divine trust.
The Lord has shown his approval of Paul, not of the false
teachers, by the work he has accomplished through Paul
in the church at Corinth.

B. THE GODLY JEALousy. Ch. 11:1-15
1. Of False Teaching. Ch. 11:1-6

1 Would that ye could bear with me in a little foolishness:
but indeed ye do bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you
with a godly jealousy: for I espoused you to one husband,
that I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 ButI
fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve in his
craftiness,” your minds should be corrupted from the sim-
plicity and the purity that is toward Christ. 4 For if he that
cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we did not preach,

“or if ye receive a different spirit, which ye did not receive, or
a different gospel, which ye did not accept, ye do well to bear

with him. 5 For I reckon that I am not a whit behind the
very chiefest apostles. 6 But though I be rude in speech, yet
am I not in knowledge; nay, in every way have we made this

- manifest unto you in all things.

No faithful worker can endure keener pain than that
caused by seeing the fruit of his labors destroyed. - This is
particularly true when one is working with souls. Nothing
can be more distressing than to learn that affection is
being alienated, faith undermined, and beliefs corrupted.

It is, therefore, not difficult to understand the distress
felt by Paul when he saw the havoc which was being
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wrought among the Corinthian believers by the false
teachers from Jerusalem. In order to show the absurdity
of their claims, he has already referred to the success of
his own apostolic service, of which the Cerinthian church
is a demonstration and a proof, and, further, a sign of
divine approval. This claim on his part may sound like
boasting, but he knows no other way of meeting the self-
glorification of the false apostles who had so imposed on
the minds of the Corinthians. He sees the necessity of
adopting their tactics. He admits that it is a form of
folly, but he shows the reason for his action. He apologizes
to his readers for a course which seems absurd, but he
insists that he adopts it because of his love for them.
“1 hope that you can endure a little foolish boasting on my
part,” he is saying. “It is foolish to boast; but you stand
a good deal of it from certain other people, and [ am sure
that you are forgiving me. My reason for such folly is
this: I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy.” The
boasting of the false teachers has beguiled his converts and
- Paul must now imitate the folly to avert a disaster. His
boasting, therefore, is not selfish. It springs from his
Jealous affection, from a love tormented by fear. “He
1s not fearing, however, for his own reputatmn or personal
prestige. ‘God has put this jealousy in his heart. It is
the work which God had done in the Corinthians that is
“in danger of being destroyed, and his inheritance in them
which is in danger of being lost. ‘Paul had been acting as
a messenger of God. His aim has been to secure for
‘Christ a church absolutely loyal to him: “I espoused. you
to one husband that I might present you as a pure virgin
to Christ.”

It must be noted that Paul is referring here to the col-
lective church. To speak of a single soul as a bride of
Christ introduces conceptions which are unscriptural and
misleading. In bringing believers to submit to Christ as
Lord and Master, Paul had betrothed the church to

Christ, figuratively speaking, hoping that this church

would prove to be faithful as a true bride to her one

‘husband.
He i 15, however, tormented by fear. He is afraid that
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these false and pretentious teachers may lead the Corin-
thians away from their single-minded faithfulness to Christ,
" itgs the serpent beguiled Eve in his craftiness.”  Nor are
his fears groundless. Tt is exactly the purpose of these
enemies that their “irinds should be corrupted from the
simplicity and the purity that is toward Christ.” Of

hian Christians had been ex-

these deceivers the Corint
ceedingly tolerant. Some had come preaching “another
Jesus,” whom Paul did not preach, one who was not the

Christ, the divine Son of God; and “a different spirit,”
which they had not received, not a spirit of freedom and
of joy, buta spirit of bondage and of fear; also a “different
gospel” from that which they had accepted, a system of
ceremonies and works of supposed merit, not a message
of free grace and redeeming love.

When such a preacher appeared, the Corinthians bore
with him quite peautifully. The clause, “Ye do well to
bear with him,” is intensely sarcastic. Paul’s meaning
seems to be this: “When such a teacher comes, your.
toleration of his vagaries is quite lovely”; and Paul
implies the question, “Do you not think that you might
show a little toleration to one like me, who has prove
to you that he is a true apostle of Christ?” He adds,

i whit behind the very chief-
est apostles.”’: By the latter he may refer to Peter and"
John or others of ‘the Twelve. Much more probably his
words are an ironical reference to the pretentious teachers. b
~ who had imposed themselves on the Corinthian church,
and the phrase may be translated, ‘I am mnot a whit
behind these preéminent apostles,” or ‘‘these “precious
apostles of yours.'! RS L '
 He admits that in one particular he may be inferior to
these teachers. He may be less eloquent than they; he
~ may be untrained in oratory; he may no
of beguiling and falsifying speech. However, in his knowl-
edge of divine things and of the essential truths of the
- gospel he is not lacking. Of this he has given ample proof
%o the Corinthians in all his work among them. o
~ Nothing can be more pitiful than to see men being’
. turned away from the teachings of Paul. Those who ‘are

11 Cor. 11:1-15

¢ have their tricks
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being' so misled are surely being taught another Jesus,
another spirit, another gospel. After all, it is the Christ
whom Paul preached who is the Christ of God.

2. Of Feigned Generosity. Ch. 11 :7-15

7'Or did I commit a sin in abasing myself that ye might be
exalted, because I preached to you the gospel of God for
nought? . 8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them
. that I might minister unto you; 9 and when I was present with

you and was in want, I was not a burden on any man; for the
brethren, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the’
measure of my want; and in everything I kept myself from
being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 10
As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this
- glorying in the regions of Achaia. 11 Wherefore? because I

love you not? God knoweth. 12 But what I do, that I will
do, that I may cut off occasion from them that desire an occa-
sion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we.
13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, fash-
ioning themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel;
for even Satan fashioneth himself into an angel of light. 15
It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion
themselves as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall -
be according to their works. : . 5

It is easy to misjudge others and to impute to them
unworthy motives.  This is particularly true of men in
public life.  Their actions are matters of common knowl-
edge.  Their real motives are known to themselves alone.

In the case of Paul, nothing could be more contemptible
and insincere than the charge brought against him by his
enemies. He had declined to accept any financial sup-
port from the Corinthians lest he might be suspected of
mercenary motives.. The false teachers learned of his
generosity and insisted that he received no remuneration
because he knew that he was not a true apostle.

Paul has just declared in the preceding paragraph that
he is at least an equal of these false teachers whose preten-
- tious claims have so impressed the Corinthian church.

He now refers to the slander these men have originated.
"It may be that the Corinthians believe that Paul has for-
* feited his claim to be an apostle by renouncing his right




11 Cor. 11:1-15 THE GODLY JEALOUSY 103

" to their support as he preached the gospel to them. He
has always claimed this right. Ina previous epistle he had

" maintained and defended it. I Cor. 9 :14. Has he now
done wrong in resigning it? Will the Corinthians allow
his enemies to lay hold of his self-denial as a weapon with
which to defeat him and to destroy his influence? “Did
1 commitasin in abasing myself that ye might be exalted?”
\Was it wrong for him to stoop to manual labor in earning
bread when he did so to raise his converts from the degra-
dation of idotatry? He had made this sacrifice in bringing
them the priceless treasure of the gospel.

As a matter of fact, he has accepted support from other
churches in order to preach gratuitously to the Corin-
thians. That was almost like robbery, yet he did so out of
consideration for them. When at times his funds were
exhausted while at Corinth, when even by plying his
trade as a tentmaker he could not supply his needs, he

refrained from putting pressure on any Corinthian to aid

in his support. In one instance the Christian brethren
who arrived from Macedonia supplied his necessities by
the gifts they brought. Under no conditions did he allow
himself to become burdensome to the church at Corinth
and he was resolved to continue the practice. He vows by
the very truth of Christ which he proclaims that he will
allow no one in the regions of Achaia to deprive him of the
glory of preaching the gospel without compensation.
Do they wish to know his motive? Isitlack of love for
the Corinthians? Does he hesitate to put himself under
obligation to them as though he did not trust and respect
them? God knows thisis not true. Whileat first it seemed
wise to avoid arousing their suspicion of mercenary mo-
. tives, yet now his purpose is different. He has in ‘mind -
not the Corinthian church but the false teachers who are
slandering him and misleading it.
ground from under the men who desire a pretext for claim-
ing that they work under the same conditions as he, both
they and he receiving support from the church. ,
. This gratuitous preaching is for him a real reason for .
olorying. He will not give it up, for by so doing he would
‘afford an opportunity to his enemies for claiming to be as. .

He wishes to cut the
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unselfish as he. His unselfishness is real; theirs is a
deception and a mere pretense. He is unwilling to give
them any opening. For they are sham apostles, their
whole work is a fraud, while they put on an appearance
of being “‘apostles of Christ.” No wonder, for Satan
himself, their real master, puts on, in his temptations of
men, the guise of “an angel of light.” It is not strange,
therefore, that these his servants should pose as teachers
of ‘truth and ministers of righteousness. Such pretense
: gill not avail. Their doom will be in accordance with their
eeds.

Paul’s severity is fully justified. Nothing is more dia-
bolical than to ascribe evil motives to good actions. It
was satanic to insinuate that Paul’s self-sacrifice as an
apostle was due to his consciousness of being an impostor.
Men of evil minds are ever ready to misinterpret virtue
as vice, while in their own lives they conceal vice under a
mask of assumed virtue. Satan, the great Accuser, still
fashions himself into ‘‘an angel of light.”

C. THE ENFORCED BOASTING. Chs. 11 :16t0 12 :10
1. The Neeessity. Ch. 11 :16-21

16 I say again, Let no man think me foolish; but if ye do,
mas foolish receive me, that I also may glory a little. 17
t which I speak, I speak not after the Lord, but as in
foolishness, in this confidence of glorying. 18 Seeing that
many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 19 For ye bear
with the foolish gladly, being wise yourselves. 20 For ye
bear with a man, if he bringeth you into bondage, if he de-
voureth you, if he taketh you captive, if he exalteth himself,
if he smiteth you on the face. 211 speak by way of disparage-
ment, as though we had been weak. Yet whereinsoever any °
is bold (I speak in foolishness), I am bold also.

Is it ever right to boast? Not if by boasting is meant a
proud rehearsal of personal possessions or attainments,
made with a selfish view to securing popularity and praise.
Sometimes, however, one may be impelled to recite his
sufferings and sorrows and peculiar privileges, and to
magnify the mercy and grace of God shown toward him,
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that the claims of enemies may be silenced and that the
name of Christ may be glorified.

Paul found himself compelled to boast. His enemies
forced him to adopt a weapon which was quite in accord
with their character but most uncongenial to the apostle.
By their proud pretensions they had captivated many in
the Corinthian church. He felt that there was no way of
rescuing his converts from their peril except to show
himself as a divinely appointed apostle, superior to these
vain pretenders. He has already shown that they have
intruded into his sphere of activity by coming to Corinth,
and that as the founder of the church he is worthy of
more honor than those who seem intent upon corrupting
the converts whom he has brought to Christ. He has
further proved his surpassing generosity in declining the
financial support which his rivals were sternly demanding.
He is about to show that his labors and sufferings as an
apostle have been far greater than theirs and that he has
been granted revelations and spiritual experiences which
no other man had ever known.

He first pauses, however, to vindicate or to excuse him-
self for the unusual course he is adopting. He is, indeed,
compelled to boast, but it is to be under definitely under-
stood conditions. It is to be the action of one who well
knows that in itself boasting is mere folly, and that when
adopted by him it must be regarded by his readers as
something to be merely tolerated and not followed by them
asan example. It is a method of defense to which he has
been forced. It is not in accord with the example or the
spirit of Christ. It is a boasting of infirmities and a
glorifying of the grace of God.

Nevertheless, these admissions and explanations on the
part of the apostle should not lead to the conclusion that
he here takes a false step or that he is acting contrary
either to his judgment or to his conscience. Here in fact
is a master stroke of genius. By it Paul demonstrates the
_ inanity of the pretensions made by the false teachers. He

" reveals facts in reference to his own life which his readers
seem to have forgotten, and which the Christian world
~would otherwise never have known. Best of all, he at-
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tributes all to the power of Christ and shows how his
grace can triumph over all weakness and be glorified even
in extreme distress.

He begins this explanation of his course by again
declaring that considered in itself boasting is folly: “T .
say again, let no one think me a fool for uttering what
does sound so much like folly. But if you do regard me
as such, yet bear with me that I, too, like my enemies,
may boast a little. This method of speaking does not
follow the example of Christ. He never boasted.. Nor,
unless demanded by necessity, would this be in accord
with his spirit. But there is no other way open before
me. Inmy ‘confidence of glorying’ I am merely answering
fools according to their folly. Since your false teachers,
from a selfish, worldly point of view, are urging upon you
their claims, I am not at liberty to be wholly silent con-
cerning my own. You Corinthians are so very wise your-
selves that you can afford to bear with fools and you do
so gladly. In your sublime tolerance, you are. capable
of bearing with any of these impostors, no matter what
he does; whether he makes slaves of you, lives at your
expense, entraps you, gives himself airs, strikes you in the
face. If such conduct is a fair measure of strength, I
" admit with shame that I am too weak, just as my enemies
say, to act in this way. Yet wherever real courage is in
question (I resume my foolish boasting), I, too, have cour-

age, and can match anyone in his claims.”

To condemn Paul for his enforced boasting is as un-
necessary as it is popular, - However, it is certainly unwise
for any Christian to attempt to follow his example, at
least unless he is certain that his own labors and sufferings
and revelations have been as great as those of the apostle
and that his circumstances fully justify an endeavor to
follow in Paul's unwonted course. ‘

2. The Grounds., Chs. 11:22 to 12: 10

22 Are they Hebrews? so am I.  Are they Israelites? so
am I. Are they the seed of Abraham?.so am I. 23 Are they
ministers of Christ? (I speak as one beside himself) I more;
in labors more abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, in
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stripes above measure, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five
times received I forty stripes save ome. 25 Thrice was I
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship- i
wreck, a night and a day have I been in the deep; 26 in }

journeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, i
in perils from my countrymen, in perils from the Gentiles, in
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the
sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in labor and travail,
in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in
cold and nakedness. 28 Besides those things that are with-
out, there is that which presseth upon me daily, anxiety for
all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who
is caused to stumble, and I burn not? 30 If I must needs
glory, I will glory of the things that concern my weakness.
31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed
for evermore knoweth that I lie not. 32 In Damascus the
governor under Aretas the king guarded the city of the Dam-
ascenes in order to take me: 33 and through a window Ll
E’as I let down in a basket by the wall, and escaped his U]

ands.

1 I must needs glory, though it is not expedient; but I will
come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man
in Christ, fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I know not;
or whether out of the body, I know not; God knoweth), such
a one caught up even to the third heaven. 3 And I know such
a man (whether in the body, or apart from the body, I know
not; God knoweth), 4 how that he was caught up into Para-
dise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for
a man to utter. 5 On behalf of such a one will I glory: but
on mine own behalf I will not glory, save in my weaknesses.
6 For if I should desire to glory, I shall not be foolish; for I
shall speak the truth: but I forbear, lest any man should ac-
count of me above that which he seeth me Zo be, or heareth
from me. 7 And by reason of the exceeding greatness of the
revelations, that I should not be exalted overmuch, there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet
me, that I should not be exalted overmuch. 8 Concerning
this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from
me. 9 And he hath said unto me, My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my power is made perfect in weakness. Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my weaknesses, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Wherefore I take
pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in- necessities, in per-
secutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake: for when I am
weak, then am I strong.
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Paul is compelled to boast. In order to shame and
silence his enemies who deny his apostolic authority and
are endangering the life of the church, he feels it necessary
to give a recital of the labors and sufferings and spir-
itual privileges by which his apostleship has been at-
tested.

The passage forms a summary of Paul’s career as an
apostle. As a sketch of his life written by himself, the
New Testament contains nothing to.compare with it in
fullness and interest. "It reveals what a small frag- -
ment of his experiences are recorded by Luke in The
Acts. . Luke was not writing a biography of Paul, but
a history of the founding of the Christian Church. The
Bible contains no life of the great apostle; those writers
who, by piecing together the historical fragments, have
attempted to produce such a life find more material in
these few verses than in the compass of any passage of
equal length. The story is here told with tantalizing
brevity, and no one can read the verses without a real
longing for an enlarged picture of the experiences here
faintly sketched.

_ Paul begins with a reference to his descent. His
_enemies seem to boast of their relation as Jews to the
- ~mother church in Jerusalem. In this regard they have no
advantage over the apostle: “Are they Hebrews? so am 1.
Are they Israelites? so am 1. Are they the seed of Abra-
ham? so am LI.” The shades of difference in meaning
‘between “‘Hebrews,” ‘‘Israelites,” and ‘“the seed of Abra-
ham’’ have been variously stated. - Possibly the first
refers to the pride of race, the second to peculiar privileges -
as the people of God, and the third to special promises of
“blessing.. E

The next claim Paul meets is that which the false teach-
ers made of having some peculiar relation to Christ:
* *Are they ministers of Christ?” (I feel like a mad man
to be making such comparisons.) I surely have more
~ reason for making such a claim. - What hardships in
Christ’s cause have they endured in comparison with
mine?’” Paul gives a recital of these sufferings. They
form the evidence by which his claim to be a servant of
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Christ is supported. He is showing how much he has
suffered for the sake of Christ. ‘
He has served more faithfully by his labors, miore
patiently in his imprisonments, more pitifully in enduring

cruel floggings, more frequently at the risk of his life.

“Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save
one.” It is said that forty stripes was the extreme num-
ber allowed by Jewish law, and that if exceeded the
imself would be scourged; therefore only

“executioner himself
thirty-nine were inflicted for fear of a miscount.

“Thrice was I beaten with rods.” This was a form of
Gentile punishment. Of the three instances, the only
one elsewhere recorded is that from which Paul suffered at
Philippi.

“Once was I stoned.” This was at Lystra and of it
there is a full account in The Acts. ‘“Thrice I suffered
shipwreck.” These wrecks were in addition to the one
suffered subsequently on his way to Rome. ‘A night and
a day have 1 been in the deep’’—probably floating on
wreckage. “In journeyings often.”. In this connection
Paul mentions eight different kinds of danger which his
journeys involved: “In perils of rivers, in perils of rob-
bers, in perils from my countrymen, in perils from the
Gentiles, in perils in the city,-in perils in the wilderness,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren.” :

Paul then mentioned further sufferings which demon-
strate his claim to be a minister of Christ, since he has

endured them for Christ’s sake. “In labor and travail, in
‘watchings often,

in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in
cold and nakedness.” Probably the first clause of the
next sentence, ‘‘Besides those things that are without,”
may better be translated, “‘Beside other things which I
pass over.” There was, moreover, a supreme additional
burden which pressed on him daily, namely, his “anxiety
for all the churches.” He felt a deep sympathy for every
one of his converts. He was distressed by the doubts of
the wavering. He burned with indignation at the fall of

‘the tempted. , ‘ ;
" If it is necessary to boast, ‘he will make it a rule to

glory only in the things that display his weakness, for
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they show what Christ can accomplish through a feeble
instrument. He calls God to witness that what he says
is true.

Rather abruptly he now introduces a brief recital of his
narrow escape from Damascus when “through a window”
he was “let down in a basket.”” This experience seems
rather tame and prosaic when contrasted with the tragic
and dramatic sufferings he has been recounting. No one
is able to explain the apparent anticlimax. It may be
conjectured that this incident is mentioned as one in a
list of many similar narrow escapes, or ¢lse it may be con-
cluded that this experience made a peculiarly deep impres-
sion on Paul's mind as being his first suffering in the service
of Christ. He had come to Damascus with all the pomp
and pride of a distinguished representative of the Jewish
supreme council and as he left the city he was compelled
to slink away in the darkness like a hunted thief. Could
anything have been more humiliating? Was any subse-
quent experience harder to endure? What one first suffers
for the sake of Christ often leaves an impression quite out
of proportion to the harder trials to which he subsequently
submits. Ch. 11 : 22-33. SR Lo

Paul still feels compelled to boast. It is necessity rather
than expediency which compels him so to do. He relates
a unique spiritual experience, but connects it with the
endurance of pitiful physical suffering; for, unlike his
enemies, he boasts only in his weakness by which the
power of Christ is made manifest. ,

The exact character of this experience it is not possible
to understand or to explain. It was evidently the most
sacred hour of his life, the highest honor of his career, and
he draws aside the veil only far enough for us to see that
the event is so glorious, so marvelous, that to him it was
utterly without parallel. In fact, it was so unlike any
 other experience which he had ever known that he speaks

- of it as though it had happened in the life of another.
"~ “T know a man in Christ,” he says, and of course it is
himself who is thus described as one who found Christ to
be the sphere of all his endeavors and his hopes. Paul does
- not knnw whether, at the time, the spirit and the body
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of this “man’ were united or whether, for the time, his
spirit had left the body. Whether disembodied or not,
he found himself passing through vast spaces. He was
“caught up even to the third heaven,” “into Paradise,”
where God dwells, and he “heard unspeakable words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter.”

It is often asked why such a rapture was granted to
the apostle if he was not to be allowed to relate the
things which were revealed. The answer is plain. It was
for his own comfort and encouragement and inspiration,
and for the consequent strengthening of countless Chris-
tians who have read his words. Other believers should
not covet or expect such an ecstasy or such a mysterious
rapture or such an immediate “beatific vision” of God,
yet the testimony of Paul makes things which are unseen
and divine more certain and more real for them. With
new confidence they can believe in the revelation which he
has given in his letters of truths concerning the future
life and the unseen world which otherwise would have
remained either unknown or far more shadowy and dim.

Paul declares that he might well glory on behalf of one
so signally honored of God as he has been. Yet in and of
himself he will not glory. His glorying is as one who was
a mere passive recipient of divine favor, a mere undeserving
object of divine grace. Of nothing which is his own will
he boast, except of his own sufferings—mnot of his own at-
tainments or service or labors. Yet even if he should thus
boast he would not be a fool for so doing, for he would
only be speaking the truth. But he will refrain, lest
anyone should form a higher opinion of him than his own
deeds or words may warrant.

That he may not be uplifted by pride because of the sur-
passing grandeur of the revelations which have been granted
him, he has been ‘‘given. . .a thorn in the flesh, a messenger
of Satani to buffet” him. The nature of this malady it
is impossible to discover. It was not some spiritual weak-
ness or moral temptation, as many have supposed, but a
physical disease, humiliating, agonizing, incurable, so
terrible, indeed, that it could be described as devilish,
literally, “‘an angel of Satan sent to deal blow after blow
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upon the body of the sufferer.” The word “thorn” may
be translated by the term ‘stake,” and may denote
agony so excruciating as to be properly depicted by lan-
guage borrowed from the barbarous custom of impaling
captives or criminals by driving stakes through their
quivering bodies.

Many different forms of disease have been suggested to
meet the description of the apostle, but there is no suffi-
cient evidence on which to base a conclusion. Possibly
it is providential that no one knows what constituted
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh,” for now no sufferer is prevented .
from supposing that his pain is in some measure like that
which the great apostle endured.

In his anguish Paul cried out for relief. On three special
occasions he “‘besought the Lord,” praying earnestly that
this distress “might depart” from him.

The reply did not come in the form of deliverance from
pain, but of a promise of sustaining grace and the state-
ment of a divine purpose. “And he hath said” does not
mean merely, ‘“‘He made reply.” The tense of the verb

" indicates that the reply was a continuous answer, one to
be accepted for Paul’s whole life, and so for all the hours
of agony and the desperate cries of every suffering soul.

“The answer was this: “My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

This blessed message not merely contains a promise
that such grace will be granted that the pain can be
endured with patience; it also brings the assurance that
divine power finds its occasion in the time of greatest
human need. Paul is given to understand that the pain
cannot be removed, but that through the distress-and in
the person of the sufferer the power of Christ is to be
revealed. God had in view some greater good for Paul
and some larger blessing for the world than would have
come from granting the specific request. By the patient
endurance which Christ made possible, and by the work
Christ was accomplishing through his weak and suffering
‘servant, witness was being borne to the power of the
!iv;r}g Christ, and others ‘were being led to put their trust
in him. i :
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“Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
weaknesses,” Paul concludes.  He will glory in them -
rather than complain of them, if they are necessary and
unavoidable, “that the power of Christ may rest upon”
him, or may spread a tabernacle over him. The power
of ‘the living Christ overshadowed and rested upon the
human sufferer like a tent, or as the cloud of glory rested
upon the tabernacle of Israel.

From this precious passage it is of course right to con-
clude that Christians are to pray for relief from bodily
pain and to expect God to bring deliverance; but they
must remember that sometimes relief is impossible and
that specific requests may be denied. = Every sufferer,
however, may rely confidently upon divine power to
give patience, and may rest assured that out of the dis-
tress his Lord will bring some abiding good, and through
him manifest to others the glories of divine grace.

With such truths in mind Paul concludes that if his
necessary sufferings and hardships are  making Christ
better known, and are thus furthering the purpose of his
life, he can not only endure them but rejoice in them.
‘““Wherefore I take pleasure,” writes the apostle ‘‘in weak-
nesses, in injuries, in mnecessities, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am |
strong.” e haslearned in the school of suffering that the
times of greatest weakness and of utter dependence upon -
Christ are those in which his presence is most fully realized
and service for him is most effective. :

D. THE SIGNS OF AN APOSTLE. Ch.12: 1118

11 I am become foolish: ye compelled me; for I ought to
have been commended of you: for in nothing was I behind
the very chiefest apostles, though I am nothing.. 12 Truly
the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all pa- .
tience, by signs and wonders and mighty works, 13 For
what is there wherein ye were made inferior to the rest of -
the churches, except it be that I myself was not a burden to

‘you? forgive me this wrong. . : :
~ . 14 Behold, this ig the third time I am ready to come to

‘you; and I will not be a burden to you: for I seek not yours,

but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents,
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but the parents for the children. 15 And I will most gladly
spend and be spent for your souls. If Ilove you more abun-
dantly, am I loved the less? 16 But be it so, I did not myself
burden you; but, being crafty, I caught you with guile. 17
Did I take advantage of you by any one of them whom I
have sent unto you? 18 I exhorted Titus, and I sent the
brother with him., Did Titus take any advantage of you?
walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same

steps?

Paul has concluded his boasting. It has been abso-
lutely necessary. His opponents have compelled him to
adopt a method of defense which he declares to be foolish.
By their arrogant claims they have been stealing away the
hearts of his disciples. They have been imperiling the
Church of Christ. Paul has been forced to defend his
apostolic authority against the boasting of these false
apostles and to meet their cruel charge that he is an
impostor. He has shown that in his labors for Christ,
but more particularly in his sufferings for Christ, he has
been demonstrated to be a true servant of his Lord; and
he has made all the claims of his opponents seem abso-
lutely absurd. ’

Yet, as he concludes this section of enforced boasting,
he declares that his friends at Corinth who have been
beguiled by these false teachers are themselves at fault
in this matter of his necessary self-defense. “I am become
foolish,” he writes, ‘‘ye compelled me; for I ought to have
been commended of you.” They should have been the
ones to protect the apostle. They should have made it
unnecessary for him to write in his own behalf. They
should have known that he alone had grounds for boasting.
They had in hand abundant evidence for refuting the
proud claims and the impertinent charges of his enemies.
They knew the truth of the statement which follows, as he
insists with severe sarcasm: ‘“For in nothing was I behind
those precious apostles of yours, those preéminent apostles,
though indeed I am nothing.”

That his authority was genuine and real, the Corin-
thians should have had no doubt: “Truly the signs of an
apostle were wrought among you in all patience, by signs
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and wonders and mighty works.” The credentials of
which Paul reminds his readers had been placed before
them in the works which he wrought in their midst.
There had been his self-sacrificing toil and labor, and,
moreover, those miracles which attended and authenti-
cated the mission of every true apostle of Christ. The
test of an apostle was not only the absolute requirement
of having seen the risen Lord, but, further, the ability to
perform those supernatural wonders by which Paul's own
divine mission had been attested. Paul always claimed to
possess such credentials, and apparently he had never
exhibited them more impressively than in the presence of
the Corinthian church. They, therefore, of all believers,
should have been the last to doubt his official authority,
and should have been ready at once to meet every charge
which was preferred against him.

He asks, with withering sarcasm, if there is any par-
ticular in which he has shown to the Corinthians any
reason for doubting his authority as an apostle, which
all the other churches of Christ are recognizing. There is,
he admits, one point in which they “were made inferior to
the rest of the churches.” It is in the fact that he had
refused to burden them with his financial support. For
this great fault and slight he begs them to grant him par-
don: “Forgive me this wrong.” Vs. 11-13.

There was another sign of Paul’s sincerity, another proof

‘that his commission was genuine. It was found in the

love which he showed toward the members of the  Corin-

thian church. This had been manifest in many ways, but =
most specifically in his unselfish refusal to burden them
with any financial remuneration for his labors. 'His work
had fully demonstrated his apostleship, but for it he had
accepted no return. The custom which he had previously
adopted was to be continued on the visit which he was

about to make. :
He reminds them that this will be his third visit to

‘them. On the occasion of his first visit he founded the

church and brought it to a position of great strength.

“Of his second visit we have no definite record. It 'is com-

monly supposed to have been brief and painful. This
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second epistle was written to prepare the Corinthians for
his coming, so that he would be spared a repetition of his
former distress, and would find them ready to receive
him with gladness and affection. He therefore reminded
them of the love which he had always borne toward them.
It was the love of a father for his spiritual children. He
had brought them to Christ and so had given them the
experience of a new and higher life. It was because he
felt for them such affection that he was again refusing
to accept any support at their hands. He was ready to
give his very life to them, but he was not willing to accept
gifts from them until he was absolutely certain of their
love. “For the children ought not to lay up for the
parents, but the parents for the children,” he writes.
“And T will most gladly spend and be spent for your
souls.”’

Should not such self-sacrifice be rewarded by trust and
affection?  Should it be used by Paul's enemies as a
ground for arousing suspicion of his genuineness: ‘‘If
I love you more abundantly, am I loved the less?” ‘“But
my enemies are suggesting,” he says, “that even though
I did not receive any financial support from you, I
shrewdly managed to obtain your money through the
messengers whom I sent. I did not myself burden you;
but by being crafty I caught you with guile.”

By ‘‘them whom I have sent unto you’’ Paul means those
who had been sent by him to complete the collection for
the poor saints in Jerusalem. ' It appears from this state-
ment that his contemptible enemies endeavored to under-
mine the confidence of the Corinthians in him, not only
by stating that he did not dare to accept a salary, but
even by the mean insinuation that there was something
very suspicious about this collection which he was making,
and that there was much probability that in this reputed
offering Paul had a secret personal interest.

To this cruel slander he replies with some spirit, by
asking whether it is true, and by challenging his readers
to point to any fact in the conduct of his representatives
which might support such a cruel charge. “Did 1 take
advantage of you by any one of them whom I have sent
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unto you? 1 exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother with
him. Did Titus take any advantage of you? walked we
not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps?”
By this series of questions Paul reminds his readers of the
course of unselfish service which he and his delegates
have followed. From first to last, Paul's dealings with the
Corinthians had shown only devotion and self-forgetfulness
and love. Was there any reason for doubting him or for
questioning the fact that he was a genuine apostle of
Christ?

After all, what are the truest credentials of a Christian,
and, specifically, of a public messenger of Christ? Are
they not service, self-sacrifice, and love? And have these
ever been exhibited more fully and more genuinely than
by the Apostle Paul?

E. THE FINAL WARNINGS. Chs. 12 :19 to 13 : 10

19 Ye think all this time that we are excusing ourselves
unto you. In the sight of God speak we in Christ. But all
things, beloved, are for your edifying. 20 For I fear, lest by
any means, when I come, I should find you not such as I
would, and should myself be found of you such as ye would
not; lest by any means there should be strife, jealousy, wraths,
factions, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults; 21
lest again when I come my God should humble me before
you, and I should mourn for many of them that have sinned
heretofore, and repented not of the uncleanness and forni-
cation and lasciviousness which they committed.

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. At the mouth
of two witnesses or three shall every word be established. 2
I have said beforehand, and I do say beforehand, as when I
was present the second time, so now, being absent, to them
that have sinned heretofore, and to all the rest, that, if I
come again, I will not spare; 3 seeing that ye seek a proof of
Christ that speaketh in me; who to you-ward is not weak, but
is powerful in you: 4 for he was crucified through weakness,
yet he liveth through the power of God. For we also are
weak in him, that we shall live with him through the power of
God toward you. 5 Try your own selves, whether ye are in
the faith; prove your own selves. Or know ye not as to your
own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed ye be
reprobate. 6 But I hope that ye shall know that we are not
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reprobate. 7 Now we pray to God that ye do no evil; not that
we may appear approved, but that ye may do that which is -
honorable, though we be as reprobate.. 8 For we can do
nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 9 For we rejoice,
when we are weak, and ye are strong: this we also pray for,
even your perfecting. 10 For this cause I write these things
while absent, that I may not when present deal sharply, ac-
cording to the authority which the Lord gave me for building
up, and not for casting down.

© Paul concludes the passionate defense of his apostolic
authority with a series of solemn warnings. These are in
view of his approaching visit to Corinth. Unless there is
repentance and reformation on the part of the Corinthians,
he will find it necessary to demonstrate his apostolic
authority by exercising severe discipline. He hopes that
such-a course will be unnecessary. On his second brief
visit his forbearance seems to have been misinterpreted as
weakness, This will not happen again. The power which
he is claiming in this letter will be demonstrated by the
severity of his action.

In referring to his defense, which he is here concluding,
he declares that his purpose has not been to vindicate
himself, but to secure their spiritual profit: “Ye think all
this time that we are excusing ourselves unto you.” He
would not have them so conclude. He does not want
them to suppose that he has been arguing his case before
them as his judges. On the contrary, since he is speaking
as a servant of Christ and under the guidance of his
Spirit, ‘God alone is his judge: “In the sight of God
speak we in Christ.” - What he has been seeking is the
strengthening and the upbuilding of their Christian char-
acters.  “All things, beloved, are for your edifying.”

He is anxious lest on his arrival he should find them
impenitent and obstinate and so should be compelled to
show a severity by which they might be distressed: “For
I fear, lest by any means, when I come, I should find you
not such as I would, and should myself be found of you
such as ye would not.”” - ;

He feared lest he might find them guilty of the sins of
self-will and self-indulgence which were threatening to
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destroy the church. Among the former class of evils he
mentions “strife, jealousy, wraths, factions, backbitings,
whisperings, swellings, ‘tumults.”  ‘‘Backbitings” and
“whisperings'’ probably refer to open and to secret de-
faming of character. ‘‘Swellings” denote acts of pride and
insolence, while “tumults” probably indicate the dis-
turbances in the church which might result from the
faults enumerated.

The second list of faults refers more particularly to
those sins of the flesh and of gross immorality against
which all dwellers in Corinth needed to be warned. The
apostle fears lest when he reaches the city he may again
be humiliated and compelled to mourn over those who
have not repented of their former sins, which on his
previous visit he had rebuked. Whatever other experi-
ence had distressed the apostle, he refers here to the shame
he had felt at finding professed converts of his falling
into such a depth of moral degradation.

He enforces this call to repentance by an assurance
that he will soon be with them and that then he will
administer discipline with justice but with due severity:
“This is the third time I am coming to you. At the
mouth of two witnesses or three shall every word be estab-
lished.” This reference from the Old Testament is prob-
ably introduced to emphasize the certainty and the
searching judicial character of the punishment which he
will inflict. He warned them against evil ways when on
his former visit, and now again he gives warning, not only
to the former offenders but to any others who may have
lapsed into sin: “I have said beforehand, . . . as
when I was present the second time, so now, being absent,
to them that have sinned heretofore, and to all the rest,
that, if I come again, I will not spare.”

Since they are demanding some evidence that he is
speaking as an apostle of Christ, if they make it neces-
sary, he will give them a demonstration even though it is
not of a kind which they could enjoy. They had been
given proofs that the power of Christ was working through
Paul. These were found in the very creation of the
Corinthian church and in the bestowal of those spiritual
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gifts of which the Corinthian Christians ‘were proud.. So
Paul could say, ‘“Christ that speaketh in me; to
‘you-ward is not weak, but:is powerful in you.” This
Christ was indeed ‘‘crucified through weakness,” experi-
encing the humiliation of death, ‘‘yet he liveth through
the power of God.” He is working through his apostles
‘with divine energy. So it is with Paul. He may have
seemed weak when on a previous visit he showed forbear-
ance and gentleness. On his next arrival he will show the
Corinthians by the severity of his discipline that he is one
through whom the living Christ is manifesting his divine
power: “For we also are weak in him, but we shall live
with him through the power of God toward you.” He
urges them to test themselves, rather than to be asking
for proofs of his apostolic power. They might better be
asking what assurance they have that they are Christians:
*“Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith; prove
your own selves.”
He asks them whether they have possibly forgotten
that Christ is dwelling in them, even this very Christ
whom they have offended and who will be certain through
his apostle to show his displeasure and to give any needed
rebuke, He assures them' that Christ does indeed dwell
in them unless they are “reprobate’ or false Christians:
He hopes that-they will discover under the guidance of
Christ that he is not a false apostle as some have charged.
‘He makes his earnest prayer to God that they may do no
‘evil thing. This is not merely that they may prove a
credit to him and may thus attest the genuineness of his
apostolic mission, but it is with the hope that their course
may be “honorable’” and worthy and noble. He is eager
to have this prayer answered even though it should take
“from him the possibility of proving his apostleship by
‘administering necessary discipline, even though this lack
- should leave him in this sense disapproved, or, as he says,
“Though we be ‘as reprobate.”
- “For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the
truth.”  This does not mean that all opposition to truth
is futile. - However accurate such a statement may be,
it is far from the thought which Paul is intending to
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express. He means to say that as an apostle of Christ
it would be impossible for him to desire or to wish to find
any occasion of disciplining the Corinthians merely to
demonstrate his own authority and power. To rejoice in
evil because it gave him an advantage of any kind would
be morally impossible for Paul. ‘“He cannot desire that
they should be found to be doing wrong in order that he
may be proved to be right.”

He continues to explain: ‘““We rejoice, when we are
weak, and ye are strong.”” That is to say, he is not only
willing to have no opportunity of displaying his power in
inflicting discipline, but he delights in such a condition,
for it means that the Corinthians ‘‘are strong” in their
spiritual life and in their moral steadfastness. He adds
emphatically, “This we also pray for, even your per-
fecting.” There has been nothing selfish in Paul’s course.
His whole desire has been the well-being and the spiritual
growth of his converts. His defense of his authority and
his opposition to his enemies have been with a view to
the welfare of the church, and he explains that such is the
specific purpose of this epistle. He desires to secure the
repentance of the Corinthians and to avoid the necessity
of inflicting discipline. He has been intrusted with apos-
tolic power for the edification and not the destruction of
these Corinthian believers: “For this cause I write these
things while absent, that I may not when present deal
sharply, according to the authority which the Lord gave
me for building up, and not for casting down.”

IV. Tue ConcrusioN. Ch. 13 :11-14

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfected; be comforted;
be of the same mind; live in peace: and the God of love and
p;ace shall be with you 12 Salute one another with a holy

ss

13 All the saints salute you.

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

The storm of passion is over, and Paul breathes upon
his followers a last word of affectionate counsel, a saluta-

~
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tion and a prayer. He has Warn_ed the wayward and has
rebuked the impenitent, but he includes all in the circle

of his love, as he calls them his “‘brethren.”  He regards .

all believers as forming one great family of God. It is
inde(c:id the most famous and beneficent fraternity in the
world.

To all this brotherhood Paul sends his word of closing
~greeting: “Finally, brethren, farewell,”” or, more literally,
“rejoice.”” Neither word alone fully expresses the idea of
the apostle. The last term was a natural close for a
Greek letter and was about equivalent to our modern
conventional “good-by.” Yet in the letters of Paul it
is used in the sense of “rejoice.” Here “rejoice” is too
strong and definite. Possibly both meanings may be in-
cluded: “Let my last word to you be to rejoice.” ,

“Be perfected,” or press on to perfection.  There is much
to be amended ; many grave faults have been committed;
there are many deficiencies to be made good. Persevere.
‘Seek the highest spiritual attainment.

“Be comforted.” Comfort and counsel translate the
same word, and here the sense may be, “Listen to my

exhortations; obey what I have told you. Real comfort

will thus be secured.”

“Be of the same mind.”” No body of Christians was
more in need of this exhortation than the Corinthian
church. It may well be repeated to every group of be-
lievers to-day. The result of obedience to this command
is the ability to “live in peace’’; but there is an even more
blessed consequence: ‘“The God of love and peace shall
be with you.” i .

“The God of love” is a phrase found only here; ‘‘the
God of peace” is frequent in Paul’s writings. John writes
that “God is love,” and the New Testament ever teaches
tll}at love and peace are among the chief of God’s perfect
gits. :

As Paul urges his readers to ‘“‘salute one another with a
holy kiss,” he refers to the common symbol of Christian
brotherhood; the observance of this form in the church
assembly would be an expression of the love and peace
which the Corinthians so seriously lacked.
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It was gracious of the apostle to add, “All the saints.
salute you.” Although his rebukes have been severe,
he here assures his readers that all his fellow Christians
recognize the standing of the Corinthian church as com-
posed of those who belong to Christ and are being sancti-
fied in him.

The letter closes with what has become commonly known

-as the apostolic benediction. It is the fullest form of
benediction used by Paul and appears rather significantly
at the close of his most severe letter.

Here Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are addressed as one
in this comprehensive fervent petition. The unmerited
favor of Christ, the boundless love of God, the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit are invoked upon all the members
of the turbulent, restless Corinthian church; and they can

“be confidently claimed to-day by everyone who belongs
to the universal body of Christ, the Church of the living
God, the ‘“‘communion of saints.”




