
A SERIES

or

TRACTS

ON THE

DOCTRINES, ORDER, AND POLITY

OF THE

/
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

IN THK

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

EMBRACINO

SEVERAL ON PRACTICAL SUBJECTS.

VOL. V.

PHILADELPHIA :

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION.



CONTENTS.

I. Experimental Religion a rational thing, by the Rev. Jonathan
orreenleaf.

II. A TraveUef's Hints on subjects of practical importance, by
W.M. Angles, D.D.

III. A4vice to sinners under conviction, by the Rev. Samuel
Corbyn.

IV. Certain rich men, a series of portraits, by W. M. lEngles,

D. D.
V. To an old disciple, by W. S. Plumer, D. D.
VI. To an old person who has no hope in Christ, by W. S. Plu-

mer, D. D.
VII. How to bring up children, by W. S. Plumer, D. D.
yilL Jehovah our Righteousness, by Q^q^ vV h \ t € t: t e I d
IX.yWords of Warnmg. / . n w v.

X. Now

!

XI. L»uther's Conversion.
XII. Sin our Enemy, God our Friend.
XIII. Anchor of the Soul.

XIVjDo you go to the Prayer Meeting?
XV. N/ght, Day-break, and Clear Day.
XVI. Who shall dwell with devouring Fire?
XVII. Without God.
XVIIVThe False Peace and the True.
XIXMjod's Purpose of Grace.
XX. The Sin-bearer.
XXI. The Sov£/eignty of God explained and vindicated, by

Daniel Baker, D. D. v/
XXII. A Message from God, by the Rev. W. J. McCord.
XXIILStop

!

XXIV. The blood upon the door-posts, or means of safety in the
,,

time of pestilence.

XXV. To a young disciple.

XXVI. William and his mother, or What isvtrue Repentance?
XXVII. Scarcely Saved, by the Rev. W. J. McCord, > .

^

XXVni. Sin must die, or the soul must die, by W. S. Plumer,
. D. D.

XXIX. Thou must die.—To die is gain.,

XXX. The Standards of the Presbyte^an Church, a faithful mir-
ror of Bible truth, by Daniel Baker, D. D.

XXXI. The difference between Popery and Protestantism in a
letter tfi an inquiring friend, by "Kirwan" (Rev. Ni-
cholas Murray, D. D.)

XXXII. TheJPVestern Patriarch, an authentic narrative, by W.
S. Plumer, D. D.

KXXIII. Parity admitted by Prelatists.

3



L^J

TRAVELLER'S HINTS.

A GOOD day to you, my friends. As I was travelling

this way, I thought I would stop and have a little chat

with you, if you have no objection. I was admiring

the farms as I come along, and was giata to see things

going on prosperously. It gives me real pleasure to

know that in this happy country of ours, the industrious

may always succeed in obtaining a decent livelihood.

It is not so in some of the countries I have visited.

Were you ever in England, or Ireland, or Italy, or

France? I suppose not. Well, I ca»i tell you that in

those countries you may see hundreds of families which
have not bread to put into their children's mouths,

because they can find no employment. And there are

many besides that labour like slaves, and yet they can
barely live. As to laying up a penny, that is impossible.

It is very different here. I could point out to you a

hundred farmers, that had nothing to begin with, but a
good character and industry, and now they have nice

little farms and things very comfortable around them.

Many mechanics too do I know, who have their shops

in good order, and are doing a thriving business, who
began the world with only a few tools. Industry is a
good thing. It is better than a fortune to begin with.

Many a young man's prospects have been ruined by
having too much money at first. Oh you would
scarcely believe, if I should tell you, how many young
men I have known, that have become idle and dissi
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A traveller's hints.

pated sots, just because their fathers left them too

much money.
For my part I am always thankful when I see people

under the necessity of working in some honest way
for their living. It keeps them out of a great many
temptations. The devil never has so much power over

a man, as w^hen he finds him idle.

There is another thing I have observed in my travels

;

it is this. That when a man is moral, and virtuous,

and religious, he is not only more prosperous but more
happy for it. When I was quite a child, my good
mother used to say to me, " they that trust in the Lord,

shall not want any good thing." Well, I began to

believe this, and then I tried to practise it, and now
that I am old, I am very certain it is true. I reasoned

the matter in this way. The great God made me, or

I never would have been in this world ; and if he made
me, he must be willing to take care of me. Well then,

shall I not ask him to take care of me? and as I must
eat every day, and be protected every day, I ought to

ask him every day. This led me to pray to him, and

I got so much in the habit of it, that I not only prayed

to God morning and evening, but my heart would go

up to God fifty times a day. It did not interrupt my
business, for I could have these praying thoughts every

now and then, even when I was walking along the

road, or when there was a dozen people about me.

There is nothing like getting into the habit of praying.

It is very pleasant to know that God is always ready

to hear, and that he is even more ready to give than

we are to ask. I hope, my dear friends, you will

excuse me for asking you if you have daily prayer in

your family] You love these dear children of yours,

and surely you pray that God would take them under

his care. Poor dear little creatures, they are in great

danger of forming bad habits, and getting into bad

company, and I am sure there is no better way of pre-

serving them than by putting them under the care of

God. I always take an interest in children; they are

surrounded by so many dangerous influences, and they

have so little sense to keep out of harm's way. It was
18
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only a day or two since, that I met a little boy not

more than eight years old, and he was swearing Hke
an old sinner, at one of his little companions. I took

him by the hand, and telling him that it was very

wicked to use such words, I led him to his mother, and
having told her how naughty he had been, I said to her,

" my dear madam, do you pray for this little boy that

God would keep him from evil?" The poor wom^an
looked confused, and then confessing that she did not,

I kindly told her, that if she loved his soul which could

never die, she would certainly ask a merciful God to

take care of her little boy, and keep him from sin.

She burst into tears, and I hope God has taught her by
this time her duty to herself and children. And now,
my dear friends, this w^ould be a happy house if you
would only resolve to worship God in it. How beauti-

ful would it be to see you all collected together every
morning and evening, and after reading a chapter in

the Bible, and singing a hymn, if you can sing, going
on your knees to ask a blessing from God your Sa-
viour ! It would do you good and your children good
also. It would keep down many an angry feeling in

your heart ; it would help you to bear up under many
a trouble; and it would keep you out of the way of

many a temptation. Do, my dear friends, try it. You
know that you are not to live long in this world, and
unless you love and serve God, I do not know how you
are to be prepared for a better one. I hope you will

excuse an old man for giving you this bit of advice, for

he does it only for your good.

I hope you will not satisfy yourselves because you
are as good as your neighbours. I have often heard
people excuse themselves in this way, and I have
thought it very foolish. If your neighbours should set

their houses on fire, and not try to put out the flames

would that be a good reason w^hy you should do so

too? And if your neighbours neglect their souls, and
never think there is a God to judge them, is that a good
reason why you snould not seek for the salvation of

your souls? Surely not.

Perhaps you will let me tell you how it was with
1* 19
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myself. I before said that my good mother tried very
hard to put good things into my mind. Sometimes 1

tried as hard to forget them, for Hke all others I had
a wricked heart by natm'e. After a time they began
to w^ork upon me, and I began to think that I ought to

be religious, and my mother's death taking place about

this time, made me more serious. My youthful com-
panions laughed at me for this, but I could not shake

off my feehngs. I saw I was a sinner, and in the Bible

I learned that Jesus Christ came into the world to save

even the chief of sinners. This gave me encourage-

ment, and I daily prayed to God to have mercy on
me. One man told me I need not make such ado
about religion, for I was a great deal better than many
others. This did not satisfy me, for I thought if others

were worse, I was bad enough, and must obtain God's
favour, or I would be lost for ever. Another told me
I need have no fear, for there was no hell; but my
own conscience as well as God's Bible told me, that "he
that believeth not, shall be damned." Well my distress

continued for some time, but at length God gave me
peace. I cast my soul upon the Saviour of sinners, and
he smiled upon me. Oh what happiness I then enjoyed

!

Every thing around me looked bright, and my distress-

ing fear of death was removed. A great many years

have passed since that time, and I can now say I have
never repented of the step I took. I have seen as

many troubles as most people, but God has been with

me to support me through them all, and I can look

forward joyfully, because I have a strong hope that

heaven shall be my home at last. Religion's ways are

ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

Now, my dear friends, you will excuse me for giving

this history of myself. I do it because I want you to

try the same course. You will never be happy till you
find peace with God, through Jesus Christ, who came
to seek and save the lost.

You have been so kind and patient in listening to

me, that I feel bold to say a few words more before

we part. I may never have another opportunity.

When I was in foreign countries, I found the people
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did not keep the Sabbath, and I could not help thinking

that that was one great reason why there was so much
vice and wretchedness. There is a great deal of Sab-

bath breaking in this country, and it never comes to

any good. God says, " Remember the Sabbath day to

keep it holy," and surely people cannot prosper if they

refuse to obey God's command. I went into one of the

large prisons one day, and I found by conversing with
the wretched creatures there, that they almost all

acknowledged they had begun their downward course

to ruin by breaking the Sabbath. You heard perhaps

that farmer Thompson's barn w^as struck with lightning

last week, and it and all his harvest were burned to

ashes. Well, it was only the Sabbath before that he
had all his hands at w^ork getting in his grain, because
he said there was a prospect of rain. When he had
got all in, he was heard to say laughingly that it was
better to work of a Sunday than to have his crops

spoiled—the better day the better deed! God heard
him, and sent his lightnings, and what has his Sabbath
breaking come to? It is true God does not always
thus immediately reward sinners, but sooner or later

the punishment will come, if not in this world, certainly

in the next. Remember that God will honour them
that honour him. Have you a seat in a church 1 If you
have not get one. No one will repent in another world
that he spent his Sabbaths in church. Keep the Sab-
bath in your houses, and teach your children to do so

too. It is a better way of resting and recruiting your
strength, to serve God religiously on his holy day, than
to be walking over the country, or taking excursions

by rail roads or in carriages. Many a one by disre-

garding the Sabbath has prepared the way for the ruin

of his children as well as himself.

As I came along the road, I saw a poor miserable
creature staggering along, with a bloated face and
ragged clothes. Upon inquiry I found that he had
once owned a farm, but was now a beggar. He nevei
intended to become a drunkard, but he took a little,

and then a little more, until, before he knew where he
was, he had become a drunkard. Now my friends, 1
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never knew a man to become a drunkard, who drank
nothing stronger than water, and if you want to be
safe, you had better stick to the water.

In one word, be virtuous, be rehgious, fear God
keep his commandments, be at peace with your neigh-

bours, avoid quarrelUng and all angry feelings and
words, be temperate, be industrious, attend to your
souls, as the principal thing, and may God's peace rest

on your household, and may we meet in a better and
happier world. Farewell.

THE END.
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