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' INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS *
o THE
PEOPLE OF MY CHARGE.

—

My DEAR Frienps,

YOU have' heard the substaﬂce of the
following discourses, but I am desirous that
you shoald have them in .possession, read

_them until you have practically applied all of
them, and then transmit them to your child-
“ren. 'My heart’s desire and prayer to God is,
that you all mdy believe on the Christ Jesus
to the saving of your souls; may éro,w in
knowledge, increase .in faith, arrive at the
stature of Christian men, and be fully assured

" _ of an inheritance incorruptible inthe heavens.

- With the humble hope of being instrumen-= -
tal in producmg and perfectmg saving faith
in the minds of the people of my charge in
particular, have I prepared the following pages
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- for the press; but should Providence send -
them to those who are strangers to us for their
edification, it would be a source of j Joy and
gratitude.

I confess that the desire of preachmg the
gospel to every creature often throbs in my
heart, and runs through every vein, while [.
" have peculiar pleasure in addressing you, and
never feel so much at home as in my own pul-
pit ; but since it is impossible to be a living
teacher in many places, I take this opportu~-
nity of preachmg by notes to all who may be
willing to give me their attention.
It may be objected to this little publication,
‘that others have written on the subject in a
better mannerthan [ have done. What then?
Because other ministers of Christ are better
preachers than I am, shall I therefore cedse
to offer Jesus Christ to my fellow-sinners?
The principle of the objection, if made a
general rule, would exclude from the field of
usefulness all preachers and writers but the
best; and consequently the gospel must be
confined to a few,
. If others have enjoyed the satisfaction of
doing good according to their ability, I am

L e
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disposed to dothe same : and Tam persuaded
that many will peruse my treatise,. who have
sever seen one before from any pem, on the

_same subject : while not a few in the circle of

my-acquaintance will read what I have writ-

ten with more attention than they would a bet-
ter work of another man, becanse they either

feel the partiality of frigndship for me, or else

have been constrained to regard me as the
‘minister by whom they have believed.

If any other consideration than the love of
promulgating the truth has influence in the
publication of these Sermons, it a desire of
expressing my high regard for those to whom
I am bound in the tenderest ties, in inscrib- -
ing the volume, v

TO THE DEAR PEOPLE OF MY CHARGE,
The Third Presbyterian Congregation in the
. Gity of Philadelphia.

We have cost each other much, and there-
fore ought to bemutually precious in each
other’s esteem. *But I would ye should un-
derstand, brethren, that the things which hap-
pened unto me have fallen out rather unto the
furtherance of the gospel:” «for whatis it
wherein ye are inferior to other churches,

\
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except it be that I myself was” with your
consent, ¢ burdensome to you? Forgive me
this wrong.”  For God is my record, how
greatly I long after you all in the bowels of
Jesus Christ.  And this I pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more in knowledge,
- and in all judgment; that ye may approve
thiags that are excellent ; that ye may be sin-
cere, and without offence, tilF"the day of
Christ; being filled with the fruits of righte- .
ousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the
glory and praise of God.” ~

Philadelphia, August 15th, 1816.
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~ Sermons on Faith,

SERMON L

e
——

THE SPIRIT OF FAITH.

“We Izav:ng the same S/nrzt of Fazt]z-—-alsa
believe.” 2 Cor. iv..13.

PAUL frequently speaks of the Holy
Ghost under the appellation of TuHE samE
SririT, “Now there are diversities of
gifts,” saith he, ¢ but the same Spirit.” ¢ For
to one is given by the Spirit the word of wis-
dom; to another the word of knowledge by
the same Spirit; to another faith by the same
Spirit.” 1 Cor. xii. 4, 8, 9. By the same
Spirit, therefore, in the language of the text,
1s to be understood the Holy Ghost, for the
Apostolical writings apply these terms to no
other personage.  * We also .believe,” saith
the great Apostle, referring to apassage in
the Psalms, *¢ and therefore speak,” even as
-others have believed and therefore spoken ;
andl our faith we ascribe to our *“ having the

* Psalm cvi, 10,
A
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same Spirit of Faith,” which wrought in the
pious of ancient times. Now in Paul and
every other child of God ¢ worketh that one
and ‘the self.same Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will:” wherefore we
affirm, what we conceive to be the doctrines
implied in the text,

I. That the Holy. Ghost actually dwells in
every believer :>and

I1. That every act of saving faith- must be
ultimately ascribed to this inhabitation.

In entering on a series of discourses on the
subject of faith, it is important, in the com-
mencement, to prove a fact to which we must
make frequent reference, and by which we
account for the very existence of that mental
operation which ¢gathereth fruit unto life
eternal.” _ Indulge me then, if I spepd some
“time in évincing the truth of THE FiRrsT
PROPOSITION,

That the Holy Gfast actually a’wel’s in every
. believer. The truth on-this subject must be
ascertained, from the word of God, and from
~ the consciousness of the believer himself; for
the operations of the Spirit on the human
mind corrcspond with ¢ the tesu.mony of
Jesus.”

Never did our Savxour spe'\k more exphcnt-
1y, than when he said, ¢ the CoMrorTER
which is the Holy Ghost >* (John xiv. 26.)
% dwelleth with you, and shall ‘be in you:”
never in a more literal manner, than when he
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promised to send from the Father ¢ the Spi-
rit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fath-

. ery’ and the Son. John xv. 26. If, there-

fore, the declarations and promises- of Christ
are true, there is an actual indwelling of God
the Spmt, in the mind of a Christian. Hr
dwelt in the primitive disciples and abides in
all who have believedithrough their word. "
The inspired writer of the Acts of the
Apostles declares, (Acts xiii. 48, and 52.)
that “’as many as were ordained to cte nal
life believed ;” “ and the disciples were fifled
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.” -When
Anapias addressed Saul of Tarsus, he shid,
¢« the Lord hath sent me that thou mtgh&esé
teceive thy sight, and be filled thh the Holp

© Ghost.” Acts ix. 17.

““As Ibegan to speak,” said Peter, con.
cerning his interview with Cornelius and his
friends, * the Holy Ghost fell on them' as on
us at the beginning. Then remembered I.
the word of the Lord; how that he said, John
indeed baptized with water ; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost.” Acts xi. 15,
16.. The apostle now perceived, that every
disciple of Jesus must be baptized by the re-
ceptiont of the Spirit of God. -

To the Corinthian Christians Paul said,

“vyourbody is the temple of THE Hory Gﬁosr

WHICH IS IN YOU, which ye have of
God.” 1 Cor. vi. 19. “Know ye not ‘that

ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit

¢ «
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of God dwelteth in you? = If any mian defile
the temple of God, him:shall God destroy:
for the temple of God is holy, which temple
ye are.” 1 Cor. iii. 16. ¢ What.agreement
hath the témple of God with idols? for ye are
the temple of the living God ; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them.”
2 Cor. vi. 16. The same apostle writes to
the Romans, (ch. viii. ver. 9.) “ye are not -
in the flesh, but in the Spirit, zf so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
‘his.” ¢ But if the Spirit of him that raised
up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also
~ quicken your mortal bodies by Ais Spirit that
DWELLETH i you.” From these passages
it is evident, that the Holy Ghost does actual-
ly reside in the body and spirit of a genuine
Christian, so that we become in some sense
one with him, for ¢ he that is joined unto the’
Lord is one spirit.” 1 Ceor. vi. 17.
. The word of God assures us that Jesus
Christ dwells in every believer, and that this
inhabitation is acccomplished by the union of
the Spirit to our spirits. Christ dwells in our
hearts, (Ephes. iii. 17.) through the Holy
Ghost given to us, and it is by the Spirit that -
we are made complete i the Mediator.
<¢.Christ liveth in me,” said Paul, and so did
the renewing Spirit, whose office it is to apply

-
+
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theredemptwn, which was purch ed by the
blood of atonement. ’\

Concerning the duration of the}Spirit’s
residence in his people, we are assured that
irshall be for ever. He will abide in t‘bcm :
will maké their hearts his home : will nt;ver
leave, never forsake them.

In addition to these plain declaratlonsmf
the divine word, the people of God have,a
consciousness of their own mental operatiofs
to prove that the Holy Spirit dwells in the .
Here I shall not be satisfied with the rhapso- -
_ dies of the enthusiast, or idle dreamer, but -

. must have sober, substantial evidence ; and
such as ought to convince a sceptic. . Let us
have the same sort of evidence which is re-
‘quisite to prove the existehce of the spirits of
our fellow men.

The immortal mind is not percewed by
any of our organs of sense. We neither see,
nor smell, nor hear, nor taste, nor feel spirits ;
and yet we rationally ;udge that they have
being. We cannot discern any velation which
they bear to space, and still we correctly judge
that they exist somewhere, and in certain
definite places. For instance, you believe
that I bave a spirit, but you cannot render it
palpable to any one of your senses; and you
think that my spirit resides within my body,
but you cannot describe its seat. In like
manner, I conceive that I am now preaching

: A2
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to the spmts of two thousand persons, and
to spirits, which, although they cannot be
measured as matter, by lines and angles, yet
are nevertheless within these walls, and with-
in the bodies which I behold. . If any oue’
should dery that there are many ‘reasonable
beings, ‘many thinking minds present, he

‘would be thought a fit subject for bedlam.

Now I affirm, that believers have the same
evidence that- God dwells in their hearts, as,
that spirits inhabit the bodies of their neigh-
bours, and that rational human spirits are at
present convened in this church. The speak-
er is conscious of the existence of his own
mind, and he perceives that certain external
and sensible operations result from his
thoughts, volitions, and other mental acts.

He concludes, when he sees a form like his
own, when he perceives the namral language
of intelligence, when he hears the articula-
tions of the humin voice, when he observes
the signs of design, of hope, of fear, of atten-
tion, of affection, that spirits:like ‘his own
dwellin these’ organized bodies. From your
attention to his expressions of thought, it is
evident that you must pussess something ca-
pable of attention, ofiperception, and thought.
Where there 'is thought there must of neces-
sity be a thinking being.; where hope and
fear exist, there miust be a substance capable
of affections and passions ; and where reason
is found, there must be a rational spirix
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- Your eyes do not see ; but your minds have

that perception, whlch we call sight, through
the instrumentality of your eyes. Your ears
do not hear, but your souls hear through
them. ‘When, therefore, you.discover that

‘others see, and hear, as well asyourselves,

you infer, that they have minds too ; andyou
cannot divest yourselves of the. belief that
persons exist, whom you' hear, arxl to whom
you speak You beheve, irresistibly, that
spirits exist in conjunction with their bodies,’
and these compound, beings you love, fear, or
hate, on account’of something which you dis-
cover in your social intercourse with them.

We learn that the Spirit of God dwellsin
us by the mental operations which He pro-
duces. If he operates in us, and the word of
God informs us that he dwells within us, the
divine testimony and our .own experience
correspond. All true: Christians find that
the Holy Ghost abides n them,

First, as the Spigit of Truth, |

Our Saviour promises, that the Spirit of
truth shall be in his people; and declares that
they 4now him, after their reception of . him.
It is indeed a fact that they énow him, for

"they are persuaded that they are taught ot

God. When they were without God, they
were couscious that they perceived, judged,
and determined like natural men; and now
they are equally conscious that they discern
spirittial things in a spiritual manner; that
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they reason, judge, resolve, hope, and fear as
new men, as those who are led by the Spirit ;
which they could not do unless the Holy
Ghost were in them. ' _

It is not natural to a sinner to know God,
and therefore when he comes to the know-
ledge of the true God and Jesus Christ, he
understands that a supernatural work has
been performed in him, not by his own spirit;
but by the indwelling of the Spirit of God ;
who takes of the things of Christ, and shows
them unto us; and whose province it is, to
guide us into the knowledge of all necessary
truth. When I think as a man, I know that
the spirit of 2 man inkabits this body ; but
‘when I think as a child.of God, I know that
the Spirit of his Son is sent into my heart,
The person who now relies upon Jesus Christ
for salvation, formerly had no discernment of
the true character and excellence of the Me-
diator. He did not feel himself to be a lost
sioner, in danger of everlasting perdition ;
but when the Comforter is come, he is re-
“proved for sin, (John xvi. 7, 8.) feels the
weight of the sentence of condemnation, and
experiences i himself the truth of the Lord’s
declaration, that “when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send unto you from the
Father; even the Spirit of truth, which pro-
ceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of
me.” John xv. 26, < Howbheit, when. he,
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you

AAAAAA
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into all truth:”—¢he shall glorify me; for
he shall receive of mine, and shall show it
unto you.” John xvi. 13, 14. Since it is not
patural to the rebel to know Christ as a-Sa-
viour, every one who can say, that'he per-
ceives the Son of God to be altogether loyely,
and a Redeemer suited to his wants, may
also affirm, that the Spirit of God, and of

- grace and glory, has rested upon him. In
short, you have the same proof that the Holy
-Ghost dwelleth in you, which you have of
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ; for

* ¢ hereby know we that we dwell in him, and
he in us, because he hath given us of his Spi.
rit. And we have seen and do testify, that
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world. Whosovér shall confess that Je-
sus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him,
and he in God.” 1 John iv. 13, 14, 15.

The Spirit of truth also causes the person
into whom he enters to understand the gospel
plan of salvation. That which once appeared
darkness and confusion now becomes:light

cand order. The newly enlightened man
marvels that he did not discern the same
spiritual objects formerly, in the same man-
ner: but he was without spiritual life until
the Holy Ghast took possession of his breast:
and how could a dead man see, or hear, or
admit, or love truth divine?

All true Christians find that the Holy Ghost
abxdf.s in them,
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Secondl; ', s the Comforter.

The natural man is conscious of deriving

some consolation from natural objects, and so
is the spiritual man from the "Holy Ghost.
He knows by his own experience that the
Spirit of God is the Comforter in his soul.
He {cels such support under trials, and peace-
of mind as the world cannot give. Christ had
comforted his disciples by his-bodily presence,
but when aboutto depart he said, the Father
“ shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever.” When this
promise is fulfilled to any child of the Most
High, he finds peace in believing in-the Lord
Jesus, and joy in the communion of the good
God, who occupies his humble breast. He
converses with the Sanctifier within him:

and therefore in pronouncing the Apostolical (

benediction, we say, ¢ the communion of the
Holy Ghost be witk-you all.” 2 Cor. xiii. 14.

Hence Paul conjured the Phlhpplans to obe- :

dience, by the ¢ fellowship of the Spirit,”

well as the comfort which they had in Chrxst. ,

Philip. ii. 1. Stand aside, alluring world ;
be absent my hearers, for 3 moment + cease,
_the preacher ; and let me commune with the
- Everlasting Jehovah, that now within me
moves to haly intercourse !
¢ Wilt thou dwell within this bosom, O rny
God?” '

< Canst thou doubt it? Lo, I duwell with every R

one that is of a humble and contrite heart.”

.
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« If thou hast made a temple of this body,
O thou Holy One, who inhabitest etermty,
beseech thee, show me thy glory.”

« Twill cause all my goodness to pass bqurc
thee ; for Iam the Lord, the Lord God, gra
cious and merczful slow to anger and abundant
in compassion.”

“ Now I knlow of a truth, that thou art my

God, for thou hast caused me to see, and trust .

the.c. Whom have I, O God, in heaven but
thee? and thereis ncmc on earth I dcsne in
comparison with thee.”

Lo, I see heaven open, and the Son of God -

descends to earth. He clothes himself with
human nature ; he obeys in the farm of a ser-
vant, and, accursed for  my sins, dies. I be-

lieve in hxm he promises to save me, and I~

* know - that flesh and blood have not revealed
this, but the Spirit of Jesus. Sweet commu.
nion ! Blessed Spirit ! never forsake me.

And he wjll not, for all Christians find the
Holy Ghestdwelling within them,

Thirdly, as the Spirit of Union,

By taking possessfon of our hearts togive us
the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, the

Holy Ghost e¢ffects our union to the Lord fesus.

Christ, the Head, and to all believers, the
mystical body of the Redeemer. It is the
Spirit who brings us into such a covenant re-
lation to Jesus for salvation as is ever accom-
panicd with feelings of union to him agd his
cause. Of these feelings we may be conscious.
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and the Bible assures us that they are some
of the fruits of the Spirit. Christ isthe vine;
believers are the bradches ; and:if I may ex-
tend the figure, the Holy Spirit is the vital
fluid which connects the whole.  The branch-
_could not be connected with the vine, nor live
in this union, without the prevalence of the
fluid which God has rendered essential to.the -
_existence of vegetable life : neither could we
"be one with Christ, so that we should live in
him, and he in us, without the all-prevalent
efficacy of the Spirit of truth and consolation:
Without Christ we should be dead ; and with-
out the Holy Ghost we should be destitute of
union to him. The same Spirit teaches us;
that the saints are our brethren, and causes us
‘to love them for Christ’s sake, so that we have
fellowship with them, and enjoy comfort .in
their society. Hence John says, (1 John iv.
11.) * beloved, if-God so loved us, we ought
also to love one another.” ¢ If we love one
another, God dwelleth in us.” Of this love
to God and his people Christians may be as
conscious as of their natural affection for their
partners, or children, or parents ; angd }lence
they may be convinced of the inhabitation of
‘God the Spirit of truth, comfort, and union.
Finally, the pcople of God are sensible that
the Spirit dwells in them, .
Fourthly, as the Spirit of Sanctification.
T'o make any one hate sin is the work of
the Holy Ghost; but the disciples of Jesus
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feel an utter abhorrence of  transgression.
‘They lament the past alienation of their lives
from God, and therefore seek to live near him
in future. They feel an unconquerable enmi-
ty against those lusts which they once cherish-
ed; and who is he that destroyeth sin .in us,
" and enables us to overcome the world, but the
' Holy Spirit, the Spirit of purity 2. It is he
who casts out the foul spirit from. the mad-
man among the tombs, and inducss him to
pursue holiness in the fear of God. Itis he
- who casts out slavish fear from the bosom of
a sinner, and makes him a good soldier of Je-
.sus Christ. In short, when we have evi-
- dence of possessing the graces of the Spirit,
we have proof that he has taken up his abode
Jinour hearts. * You cannot see his operations,
.neither can you see the motions of the fluids
.in the vine, but you have evidence, in the
fruits produced, of both. Let any one pluck
.a cluster of grapes, and he will say, the branch
_from which I took them was connected with
. the vine, and partook of the juice and fatness
- of the root. In like manner, let any one dis-
cover the illumination, the hope, the fear, the
love, the penitence, the courage, the progres-
sive sanctification, the good works of the Gos-
pel, and he may aflirm, that the person who
-bears these fruits is savingly united to Christ,
_by th€ inhabitation of the Holy Ghost. We
are persuaded, my hearers, that the Holy God
. . B . .
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does as truly dwell in the saints, as he did in
the temple at Jerusalem, between the cheru-
bim, or as he now does in heaven. Yes, be-
liever, the Spirit of God as certainly dwells
in you, as your souls inhabit your bodies, .-He
is in each child, who is led by him in. the
paths of purity, as evidently as the speaker
and his hearers are within this church ; and I
eherish tfe opinion, that I have proved the
fact, to the conviction of your minds.

Our attention is now required by TRE sg-
COND PROFOSITION,

That every act of saving faith must be ulti-
mitely ascribed to this inhabetation of the Holy
Ghost. I qualify this statement by the word
ultimately, because in theifirst place faith is
ascribed to the believer himself.  Faithis n1s
act. Once, however, the same person who
now believes, did not believe. 'While he was
a natural man he never performed one mental .
operation which could be called faith in our
Lord Fesus Christ, nor had he any such dis:
cernment as is requisite to faith ;  for they

- that are after the flesh do mind the things of

the flesh ; but they that are after the Spirit the
the things of the Spirit.””* « The natural mai,
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ¢
for they are foolishness unto him ; neither
can he know then, because they are spiritually
discerned.”t Without tke spiritual discern-

* Rom, viil. §. . 11 Cor.ii. 34.
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ment which is here spoken of, there is no ex-

ercise of saving faith; unléss one may have
saving faith without .émrwzng the only true Gad
and Fesus Christ.

Whence, then, is it, that a person who once
believed not to the salvation of the soul, now
believes, so as to inherit everlasting life ? The
answer is given in the scriptures. He has
become a spiritual man by the irtroduction
of the Holy Spirit into his mind, who, in tak-
ing possession of him for the Redeemer,
quickens him, and both e(nables and persuades
bim to act under divine influence. The act:
of faith on the Lord Jesus is an effect. It
must have an adequate cause, or elge the first
axiom of all our reasoning is anmhllatcd.

- This adequate cause is not found in the natu-

ral man; but so scon as the Spirit'of truth
enters into him, the fruits of the Spirit,

- among which faith is enumerated, may be ex-

pected to appear, for he is thenceforth a spir-
itual, a new man in Christ Jesus.

Thxs is the doctrine of our Saviour, for he
‘teaches us that without him we can do noth-
ing, and that we are without him 'until the
Spirit takes up his abode ib us. JEsus is ia-
deed the author and finisher of our faith;
but then he becomes so by his Spirit. No
man can, indeed, come to Christ, or beliéve
on him, except the FaTrer draw him; but
the Father draws men by the agency of the
Holy Ghost: so that our fayh has its oxigin

[
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in the Father, Son and Spirit. _Hence it is
said to be THE GIFT oF Gob.  Hence it
is written that your fuith does not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
Christ came to his own and his own received
him not. Subsequently, nevertheless, some
of his own to whom he came received him ;
and in accounting for this, Christ informs us,
by his servant John, that as many as believed
on his name, did so, because to them gave he
POWER to become the sons of God, by causing
them to be born, not of blood, nor of the will-of
" the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
In other words, they believed because they
were regenerated ; - and yet no man is regens-
erated but-by the Holy Spirit, for ¢ if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none
of his.”” - ¢ It is the Spirit that quickeneth ;”
or that makes alive to divine things, by the
work of regeneration. Until this work be
performed, a sinner is dead in trespasses and
sifis, and has.no more power to believe-on the
- Lord Jesus and thereby become a child of
God, than Adam would have had.power to
receive mercy had no mercy been proffcred
by his Maker. If then,like a dead man, the
sinney is without any spiritual ability to,please
God by the performance of any good action,
he is unable to believe to the “salvation of his
soul, until the Spirit of God come unto himj
and take up his abode in his heart.  All our
ability to come to Christ, to receive him, to

e
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g - sccredit his testimony concerning salvation,
i+ .and to rest upon him, is from the influence of
e - the Spirit of the Lord, abiding inus. For
i this reason he is called, in the text, ke
d ~ BPIRIT OF FAITH; and for this reason Paul
ascribes our faith to-our HAVING the same
; Spirit. -
y IN CONCLUDING THE DISCOURSE, let me .
{ address the renewed and the unrenewed, in
: the language of inspiration. ¢ So then, they
' that are in the flesh cannot please God. But
! yeare not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so
. bethat the Spirit of God dwellin you.  Now
+ if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he .
is-none of his. And if Christ be in you the
body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit
‘is life because of righteousness. But if the
Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
" dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ’
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal -
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”
-. CHRISTIARS, in God you live, move, and
have your being, in a’spiritual sense. * You
are Christians because God has made you so,
by taking possession of you forhimself. You
are the temples of the Holy Ghost.. He is
the supernatural principle of divine life in
your miads. Cherish then his instructions.
Comply constantly with the prescribed means
of growing in grace, which youknow he will
bléss. * Grieve not the Holy Spirit, by whom
Bay - :
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you are sanctxﬁed by negligent and prayerless
Tives ;- or by ascrrbmg to him ignorancey
bigotry, superstition, fanaticism, and idolatry.
Be careful to distinguish his work, and ac-
knowledge it with gratitude. If you have
been-brought to- the saving knowledge of Je-
sus Christ; to répentance, love, and purity
of heart; give him the praise. Continue to
commit your minds to his guidance, atd ask
his blessing, that you may be able to try- the
spirits which demand your attentian, by the
holy Bible. ' Yes, bring the Holy Ghost him«
self, in ‘his operations, to this test, that you
may konow ‘that he is the Spirit of God ; and
that you may ascribe to him his own perform=
ances. Strive to keep your whole body, soul,
and spirit in a state of holiness, that he may
abide in you with joy.
ALAs! MY IMPENITENT HEARERS, the Ho~
- ly Spirit has no place in your minds. When
vou have heard the gospel, Jesus Christ has

-
4

lreely offered to send his Spirit into your bo- .
dies and spirits, as the Spirit of conviction,
illumination, and consolation ; but you would
not accede to his proposals. He never has
required that you should merit, or procure
<he indwelling of the Holy One, but simply.
that you should receive ' Him. Yet you have-
rej iected him, and said, “.we love our sins :
we have no desire to be holy.”

Letme affectionately warn you, that unless
the Spirit of Christ be sent into_your hearts,
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itds impo‘ssibie_ that you should be regenerat-

ed; for God makes us new creatures only
by communicating to.us the Holy Ghost. It

‘is the Spirit alone who quickens a sinner,
dead io trespasses, and the ‘work of guicken-

ing, or of regeneration, is simultaneous with

_ the entering of the Spirit into our minds.

Except, therefore, you be born again, except:
there be inf you a new principle of life, by the
introduction of the. Spirit of God, you carnot
become alive to God, so as to know him, be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus,love holy beings, and
enjoy the society and business of heaven.
Upon the introduction of the Holy. Ghost

“into.your minds depends your power to become

.sons.of God, And on your becoming sons of

- God by regeneration depends your ability to

.enjoy God in glory. Yousee,therefore, that
the introduction of the Spirit of Faith is ab-
-solytely essential to the commeuncement of a
holy life in you, to the perfection of the work
of  sanctification, and to an entrance into.
heaven. -

~ Yet you have refused, lightly esteemed,
and even abused this Holy Spirit. You have
slighted his word, and all the means by which
he communicates the richest grace of Christ,._
“At all the exhortations, instructions, and en-
treaties of the Lord, that you should be re-
conciled by receiving his Spirit, you have
been unmoved. You will tell me, that-you
cannot admit the Spirit. I answer, that you

\
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are unwilling to receive him. You will re-
Jjoin, ““that yeu cannot will to6 receive him
until you perceive spiritually some motive for
receiving him, which shall be the reason of
your choice; and that the native state of
your mind presents a complete inabllity to
perceive spiritual things in such a light thac
the reception of the Spirit shrould be an object
of choice.” I know and admit all this; for
it is the truth of Ged ; but I kKnow also, that
God’s people shall be willing in the day of his
power. 1 know also that the Spirit may bless
the instruction which I have given, and the
exhortation which I offer, by making them
instrumental for the conveyance of himself '
to your minds. He may cause my preaching
to become. the power of God unto salvation ;
and therefore I persist in warning the wicked,
that unless they receive the Spirit of God
they will never be: renewed, never enter hea~
- ven. Your unwillingness to be made holy
would of itself be a sufficient cause of con-
demnation. God is under no obligations to
make you willing to be saved, and if he should
ndt, you would infallibly be damned. O!
consider your sitaation ; and remember that
the Father and his Son, are more willing to
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask for
him, than any earthly parent is to bestow a
blessing on his child. Amen.
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" SAVING FAITH.

. ¢ Believe on thetford A“}fesus Christ and thou
shait be saved.” AcTs xvI. 31.

THE words-of the text contain a di-
vinely inspired answer to the-question, * what
must I do to be saved ?”” To all who are soli-
citous to enter into life eternal, they are anin-
fallible direction. Would you be saved,:my
hearers, you must believe on the Lord Jesus

. Christ% fer the promise of Jehovah secures
-. pardon, justification, adoption, sanctification,
and glorification to believers, aund to them
alone. Without faith there is no salvation
for them that hear the gospel.

Will you not; then, seriously ask, ¢ what
is faith?” Will you not give all diligence to
ascertain the nature of sAvING FalTH? May
the¢ Holy Ghost enable me to teach, and you to
hear, for the salvation of your immortal souls.

The word faith is used in the Holy Scrip-
tures to denate,

1st. Proof, or evidence. ¢ He hath dppointed
a day in which he will judge the world in
righteousness, by that man whom he hath or-
dained; whereof he hath given assurance,”

\
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(miorw) faith, or proof, ““in that he hath rais
ed him from the dead.” Acts xvii. 31«
2dly. The system of the gospel. * They

had heard only that he which persecuted us
in times past, now preacheth the faith which
once he destroyed.” . Gal. i. 23. ¢ Earnest-
ly contend for the faith which was once deliv-
ered ynto the saints.” Jude 3. o

' 3dly. Fidelity or faithfulness. ¢ Shalltheir
unbelief make the faith, (the fidelity) of God
without effect ”” Rom. iii. 3. = In Titus ii.,
10. the English version renders the original
word for faith, by fidelity. ¢ They have cast
off their first faith.” 1 Tim. v. 12, ¢ For
therein,” gth'at is, in the gospel) is the righ-
eousness of God revealed from faith to faith ;”
from the faithfulness of God, to faith in -man.
< 4thly. Adny judgment of the mind, founded
on testimony, that a proposition is true. This
is the proper sénse of the word faith, and it
is ysed in the three forgoing cases I have

given, because evidence, of some sort, is the
~ ground of faith; because the system of the
, gospel ought to be accredited ; and because
the attribute of faithfulness in any person is
calculated to produce faith.in his testimony.
This operation of the mind in judging that
any proposition of a testifier is true, which
we call believing, is performed by that men-
tal faculty which is commonly called THE
jupeMeNT. We cannot give assent to ady
statement without the.co-operation of the fa-

1}
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culty of perception: or, in other words, we

cannot believe without some knowledge of .
the testifier and his statement. We must

understand that a proposition is stated, before

we can believe that it is true ; and we must
be thoroughly persuaded of the veracity and.
competence of the testificr, before we can
accredit his testimony, upon this ground, that
it is his testimony. A notorious liar may as-
sert a proposition which I know, from some

"other source than his testimony, to be true.

He may meet me in the street and say, Zou
are going to church ; which proposition I may
judge to be true from my own consciousness
of my purpose, and the act of walking: but
instead of saying, “I Jelieve your proposi-
tion,” I should reply, ¢ I fnow it.”” Should

. this same lar assert something which should

appear to me to be probable, I should say, ¢ I
neither believe nor disbelieve what you say,
but I think it may be true.” Should a per-
son of known veracity immediately_after
make the same assertion which the hiar had
just made, every one who knew his charvacter
would unite with me in saying, ‘I belicve
the proposition which yon assert to be trae.”
Simple judgment and believing are opera-
tions of the same faculty ; butin judging that
a proposition is true we proceed upon our
own perception of the truth contained in the
proposition; whereas /n believing we proceed
upon our persuasion of the varacity and com-

] ;
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petence of the person who testifies that a pre.
position is trud. When we judge a state
ment to be true, we perceive the truth assert-
ed; butwe ‘may believe a proposition to be
true, while we do not perceive the whole, or
cven any part, of the truth contained in the |
proposition. We judge that to be true, which
we know to be true ; but we believe a propo-
sition to be true upon the-veracity of the tes.
tifier, of the truth of which we should other-
wise have po knowledge. A parent may
state to a.little child, that all the angles of @
right-angleg trzangle are equal to two right
anglés ; and before the child understands
«even the terms of the proposition he may say,
¢ I believe that my father has stated the truth;
but what the truth contained in his propesi-
tion is, I know not.” .

Some operations of the faculty of judgment
ever precede that operation which we denom-
inate believing, or faith. The child for in-
stance judges' that his parent is a man of
truth; and that he understands the subject
about which he proposes to state something.
The Christian ‘also has such perceptions of
the divine character as produce in his mind
the judgment that God is a being of perfect
knowledge and’ faithfulness, before he be-
lieves that proposition of God to be true, the
~ truth of which he does not fully, and perhaps

“not at all, perceive. Should the Lord inform
-us that he would wtter a true proposition in
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'Arab)c, we might hear the sound of words,

as from Sinai, and say ¢ we believe, Lord,

that thou hast spoken the truth ; but we know
not what the truth is which thou hast spoken.”
‘Were the doctrine of Christ’s deity, or the pro-
position that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost
are one God, as perfectly unintelligible to me
as a statement of a truth in the Chinese tongue,
I should still say, ¢ Lord I Believe all thy
propositions upon these subjects to be true;
O teach me to understand the truth contained

_inthem.”* We believe *“ that God is a spirit ;°

and we understand in part what is meant by
the terms ; but did we understand ‘less, we -
might still believe as firmly as' we now do,
that the proposition is true ; because we have
previously judged that God is faithful, and °

“that he has uttered this testimony concerning
. himself. 'lh\s, however, could not be the

ease, weye our belief dependant on our own
perceptions of the truth, and not founded on
the character of -the testifier, and our know-
ledge that he has asserted those propositions
to which we give our assent.

The different operations of the mind in be-"
lieving have acquired different names, which-
are chiefly derived from. the objects about
which the faculty is employed, or from the ef-

" fects which result from our faith. Hence we
- speak,

1. Of faith in our senses ; because we fig-
C
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uralwelv consider them as tesnﬁers, and be-
lieve their evidence concernmg external ob-

ects :

. Of faith in human testimony ; bccause |
we behcve the assertions of faithful men,; who
are competent to judge in those matters to
which we give our assent:

8. Of historical faith, because we judge
some history to be true :

4. Of the faith of mu‘acles, because mira-
cles were the object of it, or followed thc €xe

ercise of it :

5. Of temporary fanh because its dura-
tion is short ; and

. 6. Of saving faith, because its object is the
testimony of God concerning the " Saviour ;
" and its result, everlasting salvation.

If you assent to the propuosition, that what
you see, hear,’ feel, smell or taste, actually ex-
its, you give oredxt to your senses: if you
judge that another man has told you the truth
concerning any thing which he” knows, you
have faith in human testimony : and if you
are persuaded, that the facts narrated in the
Bible actually occurred, you have historical |
faith. The apostle in describing the opera- |

. tions of faith, in the epistle to the Hebrews,
says, (chapt. xi. v. 8.) « through faith we un- |
derstand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God ; so that things which are seer
werc not made of things which do appear-
This is one' of the simplest operations ©
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faith, and is possessed by all who assent to
the hlstoxlcal proposition, that God created all
things.  This faith millions have. who will
never be saved. ,

The faith of miracles was péculiar to in-
spired’ persons. Inspiration was essentjal to
it ; and every operation of it was a judgment
that God would, according to his. intimatjan,

~ perform a miracle. Concerning this belief

our Lord said to his apostles, *if ye have
faith as a grain of -mustard-seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, *remove. hence to yon.
der place,” and it shall remove ; and uothing
phall be impossible unto you.” Mat. zvii. 20
Of this kind of faith Paul declares, that it is
inferior to LovE; for says he, “though X
‘have all faith, so that I could remove. moun-
tains, and have not charity, (i.e.love) I am

" pothing.” 1Cor. xiii. 2. It was in consequence

of the communication of this.apostolical grace
that fesus said, ¢ whatsoever ye shall bind
on earth shall be hound in. heaven,” for all :
who exercised this faith were made acquaint«
ed with the secret counsels of Jehovah, and
could declare, in-ancient times, things not yet
done ; or could command, and the wheels of
nature stood still. Because of God’s deter-
mination to give this faith to the writers of
the sacred volume, he said.to Peter ¢ I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven ;” and to all his brethren, who were
called to the same.paculiar ministry, * if two
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- of you shall agree on earth as touching any
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them of my Father.”  With the apostolic age

- this faith ceased ;  and if any church, bishop,
or pope, demands revetence for mfalhblhty,
or pretends to hold the keys of Peter, we re-
quire that miracles should be wrought in proof
of a divine inspiration. N
. Tempory faith is but too common in every
age.. Itis such a belief of some portion of
divine truth as is produced by natural causes,
and such as was exemplified in the case of
Herod Antipas, who ¢ feared John, knowing
that he was'a just man, and an holy, and ob-
served him ; and when he heard him he did
many thmgs, and heard him gladly.” Mark
vi’20. When Jesus < was in Jerusalem at
the passover, in the feast day, many believed
in his name, when they saw the miracles
which he did. -But Jesus did not commit
himself unto them, because he knew all men.”

~. John ii. 24. * These have no root, which

for a while believe, and in time of temptation -
fall away.” Luke viii. 13. In tempory faith,

Jesus Christ the Saviour is not the object pri-

marily regarded ; and from any other faith

but that whictrts spoken of in the text, a sin-
ner may fall _away, into everlasting perdition.
The way is now prepared for me to treat
cxcluslvely *
: Or SaviNg Farrm.
An excellent description of it, we find in
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¢ the Shorter Catechism.” ¢“Faithin Jesus
Christ is a saving grace,'whereby we receive
and test,upon him alone for salvation, as he
js offered to us in the gospel.”

Let us contemplate, Ist, THE ORIGIN ]
IIdly, Tue NaATURE; and I11Idly, THE PRIN-
CIPAL OPERATIONS, of saving faith. -

I. Under the term, origin, I camprehend
not only the first cause of the existence of
saving faith, but all the secondary causes : or,
every thing which is antecedent to it, and at
the same time connected with it, by the consti-
tution of God. Faithis said to be a grace, or
something given to the sinner by the Holy
Spirit. *It is the gift,” or the grace *“of
God.” Ephes. ii. 8. ¢ Unto you ¢ is given,
in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
kim, but also to suffer for his sake.” Philip i,
29. Jesus is said to be, (Heb. xii. 2.) *‘the
author ard finisher of our faith ;> and we are
said to be justified, and to live, by “ the faith
of Gad,” by ¢the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ,” by ¢ the faith of the Son of God,”
because we live by the faith which Christ
gives us. Iffaith isnotan Efect of the Spirig,
there is no propriety. in denominating it a
grace, or a work of the Holy Ghost.

We conclude that God  is the first cause of
our faith.  But Aow does the Spirit commu-
nicate this grace ? 'Is not faith an act ? Yes,
it is an operation of the human mind, butit

' c2
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18 such an operation as the Spirit of Chnst
enables and persuades us to perform.  All
those means, which are used by God to pro-
duce the operation ,of faith in the mind of a
sinner, are called the secondary, or instrue
mental, causes of our believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ. At the head of these secord-
ary causes we placekREGENFRATION, or that
free, soverelgn, ‘and gracious act of Almighty
God, ‘which quickens one who . was before
absolutely dead to spiritual things. Inregen-

. eration God commences a new life in a'sinner,
“1orso operates upon him, that he may subse-.
quently have the functions of a new, a holy
creature. Before regeneration a man cannot
believe to the saving of his soul, apy more
" than before his existence as a natural man he-
could believe the | tesumony of his nexghbour. :
*Ye must be born again,” that yc may be-

lieve on the only begotten Son of God, and .
may have life through his name.. In an un.
renewed man there is neither spmtual dis-
cernment, - judgment, . feeling nor activity..
Let a man be renewed, or let Jehovah com-

- mence a spiritual life in him, and then he may
believe.

This’ regeneratlon is ordmanly perfor med
by God through the instrumental agency of
the gospel; for ““we are born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God.” 1 Peteri. 23. <.Of his own
will begat he us with the word of truth.” -

N ~ -
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James i. 18, Subsequemly to j’egeneratxon,
i the order of nature, there is-something,
necessary to the act of believing on the Lord
- Jesus. It is spiritual perception, which is
commonly called 4nowledge ; hence it is writ-
-ten, *this is eternal life Zo £now thee,- the
“only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent.” Before we can, as spiritual men,
kpow any thing, we must be born of God;
and before we can believe any thing, we must
knowsomething, or have that operation of the
mind which is called perception. Hence I do
not hesitate to assert, that prior to the act of .
believing on.the Lord Jesus, there must be
in our minds such a‘perception of our own
sinfulness and misery, and of the meaning of
the terms Jesus Christ, the Saviour, as are
essential to the intelligent belief of the propo-
sition, ¢ that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save, sinners.,” One who did not.
perceive or know, as a renewed person per-
ceives and knows, what is meant by the terms
of the proposition, CurisT, SAVE, and sIN-
NERS, might believe the proposition to be
true, but could not believe as a gracious per
son, and in the sense of the gospel, the truth
coutained in the proposition. We must
know what the testimony of God concerning
the Saviour is, before we can reccive the truth
contained in that testimony for our salvation.
The communication of this knowledge is
commouly called the * divine illumination of

’ >~
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“the mind,” which is one of the immedine
effects of that operation of God which we cail
regeneration; or effectual eailing. God effec-
‘tually calls, or makes alive by his Spirit, and
the result is, the “enlightening of their minds
spiritually and savingly, to understand the
things. of God.”* No man is regenerated
whose perceptions ‘concerning himself, God,
" and Christ have not been rectified, so that he
discovers himself to be condemned, vile, and
abominable ; God tobe holy, just, and good;
and Jesus to be such a deliverer as the guilty
~ sinner needs. If yau include under the term
regeneration, as some do, ot ouly the act of
God in making us new creatures, but the effect
which is produced by it, the illumination of
our minds, and the whole of essential saving
'nowledgc communicated to us, then we ad-
mit that nothing else is requisite as a prepar-
ative to saving faith but regeneration, and
that saving faith is the first act of a renewed
man. We affirm, however, that after the
Spirit of grace begins to operate on a sinner.
for. his salvation, that sinner is made to see
himself a-guilty, loathsome, accursed crea-
ture, and he also discovers that Christisa
- «desirable, an all-sufficient Saviour. Through
the divine light which shines into his mind,
he perceivesthat he is dead in trcspasscs and
sins, and thus through the conviction of sin,

# Confession of Faith, chap. x. szc. %.




Ce 41 7/

~ he dies to the hope of justification by the
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works of the law. If, after regeneration andt
the illumination of his mind by the renewing
Spirit, whereby he is made a partaker of the
divine nature in respect to knowledge; he
should be left to himself, and the same $pirit

. should not work in him faith in our Lord

Jesus Christ, he would sink. into despair: .
but he who is elected shall be regenerated,
and the regenerated shall believe to the salva-’
tion of the soul. ‘All who haye saving know-
ledge shall have saving faith, for * they that
know thy name will put theit trust in thee.”
Psalm ix. 10.  Let us proceed to considery
Hly, The nature of saving faith. ~ Let us
canfine our attention to one act of saving
faith, beeause every other act is like it in
kind, although not in degree. Saving faith
in every instance is a mental operation of a
renewed sinner. Itis an act of that faculty
in him which is denominated THE JUDGMENT.
It is an act.of his judgment which cannot be
performed without a previous operation of his
faculty of perception. It is an act of his mind,
in which he assents upon the ground of the
divine veracity, to the truth of some propos
sition of God' concerning Jesus Christ as a
Saviour offered to sinners. God testifies, that
he sent his Son into the world to save sin
siers. If any one act of his mind who is renew-
ed, is a judgment, that this testimony is true,
he belicves to the saving of the soul,or has
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saving faith. Before he can believe this, he |-
must understand what is the meaning of the

. terms Son of God, save, and sinners. He must

perceive that Christ is'the Son of Gad, that
sinners are persons justly condemned by the
holy law, and that to save a sinner, is to deliver
him from punishment and pollution. Then he
‘must fudge from a knowledge of the divine
character, or believe, not only that the propa-

“sition is true, bug that the thing testified in the
-terms which he understands, is assuredly the

act. :
Neither the perceptions nor the judgments
of the unrenewed are like those of the man
whose mind has been savingly illuminated by

~ the Holy Spirit. “For with thee,” O God,

« is the fountain of life : in thy light shall we
see light” Psalm xxxvi. 9.

The mental operation of judging from tes-
timony that any proposition is true, is faith;
but only the mental operation of a renewed
person in believing that to be g fact which is
stated in some proposition which God has
made concerning him who is anointed to save
sinners, is saving faith. The unrenewed,and’
even the devils may believe some of the state-
ments of God and tremble, but their faith is
not a saving grace, not an effect of the Holy"
Ghost, designed by God to promote the sal-

' vation of one of his children. Should any

one verily believe every propositien which
God has made, - excepting those which relate
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to salvation by Jesus Christ, he would perish -

for want of saving faith. 'Thousands believe,
that God created the world of nothing, and
that the wicked shall be turped into hell, who
will find their own portion there : but “ be~
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” ¢ Whosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.” 1 John
‘v. 1. ¢ He that believeth on the Son of God
hath the witness in himself.”. ¢ These things
‘have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God, that ye may know
that ye have éternal life.” 1 John v. 10, 13.
God testifies to us, that if we confess our
sins he is faithfid and just to forgive us our
sins, for the sake of Christ; that the. just by

' faith shall live ; that Christ with all his bene-

fits is offered to us; and whosoever will may -
come to him for salvation ; and-that the per-

-son who approaches shall in no case be reject~
-éd. Now let the regenerated man attend ®-

“any one of these propositions, understand it,

"and in his own mind assent to the truth, con-

tained in it, and he will believe on Christ

" Jesus for salvation. >

This faith is styled saving, hecause Christ
givesit, rand helievers exercise it, and, are
thereby united to Christ, that they may be
saved. .

It-is called justifying faith, because it is
the instrument of justification. .God prom:
ises to give justifying righteowsness to every




44 .
one, who shall in any one, single instanct |
believe with this kind of faith, on the Lord }
Jesus Christ.: _ L

AssURANCE is said to be of the essence of
faith, because in each separate act of faith, or,
judgment that a proposition of God concern-
ing the Saviour is true, there is no doubt of
its truth.  The next act of the mind may be
that of doubting the truth of that proposition,

which in the previous operation was judged'

to be trug: but in the very act of believing,
the mind cannot disbelieve, or doubt. = Inthat
act of the mind whith I call believing, I can
no more doubt the truth of the proposition
which I believe, than I can believe, andmot
believe, at the same time. ’

Saving faith is said, in the present life, to,

- be imperfect, because we sometimes doubt

the truth of statdments which we sometimes
believe ; -and because all the operations of a_
sinner’s mind are less vigorous, and influen-
tial, than they will be, when all the effects of
sin have been exterminated from the whole
constitution of man. A child- may believe

-like a child, and a man of powerful and highly
‘excited mind, like Paul, ready to depart;’

while neither the child nor the man, in the
act of believing, has any doubt of the truth of
what he believes. We speak of degrees in
faith, because some operations of the mind in
believing are more sensibly felt, that is, are |
accompanied by more lively feelings thap
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othets. Tndeed, half mankind mistake feeh
ings for judgments ; or the sensations which
follow faith, for the act of belzevmg. - Let us

then, turn our attention :
IITly, To the principal operations of saving
4aith. The mind of the renewed sinner which
perceives spiritual things in a spiritual Tight,
and believes every thing it knows God te have
asserted concerning the Saviour, will also
perform by its other faculties other opera-
tions, which are connected with faith and
proceed from it. These consequent acts of
the mind which God has inseparably connect-'
ed with faith are what I call the principal op-.
erations of saving faith. The’act of believing-
may be dxstmgulshed from those holy feelings -
which result from it, and which. prove our
faith to be that which is peculiar to sincere -
Christians. God, who originates faith, has
also attached to it the most desirable conse--
quences. Every believer in Jesus has emo-
tions which in a greater or less degree corres-
pond with his acts of believing on Christ. An
established connexion is found both in natural
and spiritual thing$ between ‘certain opera-
tions of one faculty, and certain operations of
another faculty of the human mind, so that
scarcely one operation is insulated.. Itis an
established law by which God governs mind,
to which there are but few exceptions, that
urtam perceptions should be followed by cer-
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tain judgments, those.judgments by certain.
feelings, those feelings by certain volitions,
and those volitions by correspondent internal
or external actions. Thus, a regenerated sin
ner has' right. percéptions of the Saviour,
which lead to right judgments, or acts of-
faith in the statements which God has made
concerning him ; these acts of faith are pro-
ductive of right’ feelings, which are generally
pleasant feelings; and these feelings induce
ih us volitions to obey Christ; which volitions
bring forth the internal operations of pious
self-gavernment, and the externat actions of
righteousness. Such a connexion is estab-
lished in God’s’ gracious government of his.

.people. When we £now, the true God, then

we judge him to be faithful, and believe every
one of his assertions to be true, because we
have previously judged that he will not lie.
Hence, ‘““a Christian believeth to be true,
whatsoever is revealed in the word, for the
authority of God himself speaking therein;
and acteth differently, upon that which each
particular passage thereof containeth ; yield-
ing obedience to the commands, trembling at
the theatenings, and embracing the promises,
of God_ for this life, and that which is to
come. But the principal acts of saving fajth
are, accepting, receiving, and resting upon
Christ alone’.for justification, sanctification,
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of
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‘grace”*  Saving faith is 4n operative judg-

ment of the mind: it works by love; and parti-
cularly excites the faculties of feeling, and will
to holy activity. In the natural man his judg-
ments are followed by feelings and determina-

- tions ; and in the new man Christ reigns withi-

_out doing violence to the order of intellectual
arrangement which was established in the for-

. mation of Adam. -

Saving faith operates by all the faculties of
man, but those mental acts which are produc-
‘ed by the influence of faith, on the faculties
of FEELING and wiILL, are most important.
To these I shall confine your attention, dur-
-ing the remainder of this discourse.

*  In contemplating its agency on our feclings,

let us remark, -
First, That faith, by a divine constitution,
produces Love to God and man. LoveE is
a feeling of pleasure which can only be de-
scribed to one who has experienced it. One
who has never loved can form no just notion
of lsve : but one who has loved natural good,
may conceive that spiritual objects should
employ the powers of another’s mind. Eve-
ry believer loves God and his Son, Jesus
Christ ; the word, the worship, and the proy-
idence of God ; with all those things which
he perceives, in a divine light, to be lovely.
Without believing the truth concerning God

* Confession of Faith, chap. xiv. sect. 2.
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and Christ, the true God, the just God and
Saviour cannot be the object loved by us.
Unbelievers love false gods, and ideal sa-
viours, but all who have saving faith love the
only, living, and true God. They have feel- -
-ings of pleasure, of satisfaction, and compla- -
cency in relation to him, which follow their
belief of the testimony which he has given of
himself. By faith Jesus Christ becomes the
"object of most tender attachment, and the soul
is knit to him.  Faith judges that Jesus did
:actually suffer and die for the end revealed in
the Scriptures, and this belief of the truth is
followed in the mind of a renewed person, by
love to him as a prophet, priest, and king.
Because we believe on him, we love him as
the Redeemer of God’s elect, as the only
Mediator between God and man, as the Ad-
ministrator of saving grace by the Holy Spir-
it,and as our personal righteousness, strength,
“purificdtion, and salvation. .
Moreover, love to man is consequent upon
saving faith: for an unbeliever is dead in
‘trespasses and sins, and therefore cannot feel
one ¢motion in contemplating his fellow men,
which God deems morally, or spiritually good.
So soon, however, as oune is united to Christ .
by faith, he is able to indulge all the holy
feelings of a child. If he loves God, he
will love man; for he will be like the God of
love. "Benevolence will be one of the charac-
teristics of his mind; and he will rejoice in
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doing good to all mer, as he has opportunity ;
but especially to the family of Faith. This
fove will, in its progress, supplant those sel-
fish feelings which reigned in him while an
unregenerate man. o

_ Secondly. Faith produces the feeling of ho-
ly Desire. The objects of this desire are
spiritual. He who believes, will desire in-
creasing knowledge of God, an interest in
the Redeemer and his benefits, holy person-
al enjoyment, and the advancement of the
highest degree of the divine glory. Christ
to every believer is the supreme object of
desire, because he believes him to be not only

' precious, but the supreme good. He can say
“of the Intercessor, as thousands of dying be-

livers have done, *¢he is all my desire, and all
my salvation.” o ,
Thirdly. Faith produces hatred of sin.
This is an operation of the faculty of feeling
too, which has never failed to follow the ex-
ercise of aliving faith in Jesus. Letany one
receive the Lord Jesus for hisfriend and por-
tion, and that sin which displeases his dear
Redeemer, and alienates the sinner from his
Savieur, will never be contemplated without
abhorrence. He will hate himself for trans-
gressions, even while he has no apprehen-
sions of future punishment. He will also
hate the sinfulness of his fellow men while he

‘has compassion on them, and prays for their

D2
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. salvation. On account of his opposition to
their moral character, he can say wrth David,
¢ Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate
thee? and am not I grieved with those that
rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect
hatred.” Psalm cxxxix. 21. Before he be.
lieved on Jesus he Joved the society, and had
pleasure in the iniquity of those persons, who
80 soon as they were seen by the eye of faith
became abominable to his sonl.

Fourthly. The filial fear of God is an ope-
ation of the faculty of feeling, which pro-
ceeds from faith, *“The Lord taketh plea.
sure in them that fear him.” But he takes
pleasure in no unbeliever. Fear is a painful
feeling, which is called a passion, and which
we experience on the apprehension of future
evil. Itisreligious fear, when the evil ap-
~ prehended is the loss of God’s favour, the

incurring of our Heavenly Father’s displea-
sure, or some dishonour that may accrue to
the Redeemer’s cause through our sin. By
faith we. realize that it is an evil thing to de-
part from him ; we know that the conscquen-
ces of it are dreadful; and it may be safely
affirmed, that there never was achild of God
who did not fear to offend him, precisely in
proportion to his beljef of the odious nature
and horrible evil of transgression. ‘

Fiftkly. Saving faith produces the feeling
which is called hgpe. This is a pleasurable
feeling which we experience in contempla-




) ‘49

- doing good to all men, as he has opportunity ;
but especially to the family of Faith. This
love will, in its progress, supplant those sel-

fish feelmgs which reigned in him whxle an
unregenerate man.

Secondly. Faith produces the feeling of ho-

_ly Desire. The objects of this desire are
spiritual.  He who believes, will desire in-
creasing knowledge of God, an interest in
the Redeemer and his beneﬁts, holy person-
al enjoyment, and the advancement of the
highest degree of the divine glory. Christ
to every believer is the supreme object of

, a'eszre, because he believes him to be not osly

' precious, but the supreme good. He can say
“of the Intercessor, as thousands of dying be-
Livers have done, ‘he is all my desire, and all
my salvation.”

Thirdly. Faith produces hatred of sin.

This is an operation of the faculty of feeling
' too, which has never failed to follow the ex-
ercise of a living faith in Jesus. Letany one
receive the Lord Jesus for hisfriend and por-
‘tion, and that sin which displeases his dear
Redeemer, and alienates the sinner from his
Saviour, will never be contemplated without
abhorrence.  He will hate himself for trans-
gI‘CSSIOnS, even while he has no apprehen.-
sions of future punishment. He will also
hate the sinfulness of his fellow men while he
‘has comipassion on them, and prays for their
D2
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-+ 2. Faith in Christ produces a- voluntary
reception of him into our bosoms.  He pro-
poses to come in te us, and take up his resi-
dence there, for our instruction, warning,
comfort, and glorification. Believing on him,
we will that he should abide in- us, rule in us,
defend us, and make us meet for his Father’s
‘house. He stands at the door of our hearts,
and knocks for admission, until we accredit
. God’s testimony concerning him, when we
say, “thy servants hear, Lord; enter and
take possession of our souls.” Receiving
.Christ includes every voluntary effort which
‘we make to know, enjoy, commune with, and i
serve the blessed Jesus. - '
3. Faith in Jesus produces a voluntary
resting on him. Beliving the truth concern-
ing his great work of salvation, we perceive a
sufficient motive to induce our choice of him
as a refuge, a reward, an everlasting home. In
trouble the believer chooses to make known
his wants to Jesus ald pour out his heart be-
fore him. He chooses to seek for refreshment
.~ when weary, and quiet when disturbed in
mind, from the Son of Man. . None of these
things, however, did he do, befare he believed
- the testimony of God concerning the salva-
tion of sinners, and should his faith now cease, ,
he would no longer find an ark of safety ; nor
the bosom of a beloved ore on whom, like
John, he could lean his head.

O sk
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Christian brethren, you never could rest

ln;ﬁ until you savingly knew Christ; and through
¢ faith in him alone can you continue to rest
it fromh unprofitable toils under the load of
]i:l;' “Search yourselves my hearers, for if you
s bave not these feelings, in your minds, and
f‘ " these operations of will which have been de-
' j  soribed, you have no saving faith on the Son
f“ e ©of God.. Blessed are all they who believe
‘na 4 With the heart ; whose judgments and whose
""" -emotious in relation to Christ are of the right
f’;’g kind, for God promises them heaven.
i May we all be thus blessed, O thou Authar
»®  and Finisher of saving faith, Amex.

[
o]
ceft ————————————
jved
i B
el SERMON III.
povs . . .
t be ?=‘
medt ! ’
’ieg THE CHARACTER AND CONFIDENCE OF A
[eVCd BELIEVER.
v} “Whosoever believeth on him. shall not be
20 ashamed.” Romans x. 11. :
nj THE passion ‘of shame is peculiarly

Jist
1

painful to us. It cause the heart’s blood to

| mantle the cheek ; renders vision no longer
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grateful ; turns away the face ; and depresses
the head in wretchedness. We instinctively
_ desire self-possession and approbation. Who
"could endure confusion of face for a single
day, and be ucacquainted with agony? Who
of delicate sensibility could be made to suffer
shame in the circle of his acquaintance for an
hour and not feel constrained to pray, from
some motive, with the psalmist, “O Lord, put
me not to shame :”* ¢Jet me never be put
to confusion ?”’t ~ The prophet Ezra couples
“ confusion of face,” with the sword and cap-
tivity ; and considers it a punishment pro-
cured by iniquity.
SHAME is one constituent part of the tor-
ment of hell. ¢ The wise shall inherit glory,
. but shame shall be the promotion of fools.”f
In Daniel we read, that ¢ many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt.”§ »
Who shall escape this misery of perpetual
self-condemnation? Who shall dwell at peace,
when devils deride, and Jehovah laughs at
the calamity, or mocks the fear, of the.
wicked ? || .
Our text furnishes an answer. ¢ Whoso-
ever believeth on him, shall not be ashamed.”
The person referred to, as the object of faith,

* Psalm cxix. 3x. 4 Pealm Ixxi. x.  § Prov. iii. 3¢.
§ Dan. xii. 2. | Prov, i, 26, ~
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is our Lord Jesus Christ. “If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be sav-
ed, For with the heart man believeth unto”
righteousness ; and with the mouth confes-"
_ sion is made unto salvation. 4nd the scrip-

ture saith, ¢ whosoever believeth on him shall
not be ashamed.”” The believer in Jesus
Christ shall never be left to confusion of face.
He shall never be confounded : na, not before
men: no, not before angels : no, neither in
this life, nor at the judgment seat, nor in the
eternal world. Instead of confusion the be-
liever shall have conriDENCE, instead of
shame, glory ; instead of plushes, the effulgence .
of stars, and a participation of the ‘splendors
of the Godhead.

Who, then, is a believer? and whence his,
assurance against confusion and ‘contempt ?
Suffer me to exhibit, I. The character of a
believer ; and II. ‘His security against'shame.

" Faith ever produces such other mental and
external actions as cannot fail.to distinguish
tl;‘e possessor from those who are destitute
of it. '

THE character wfthe believer may be sum-
marily comprehendgd in four particulars,

He receives the,s'octrines, appropriates to
himself the atonement, partakes of the dispo-
sition, and imitates the example of Christ.
Any one in.whom these things unite may

~

¥
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is such an operation as the Spirit of Christ
enables and persuades us to perform.  (All
those means, which are used by God to pro-
duce the operation of faith in the mind of a
sinner, are called the secondary, or instru-
meantal, causes of our believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ. At the head of these second-
ary causes we placesREGENERATION, or that
free, sovereign, and gracious act of Almighty
God, ‘which quickens one who was before
absolutely dead to spiritual things. Inregen-
. eration God commences a new life in a'sinner,
_+orso operates upon him, that he may subse-
quently have the functions of a new, a holy
creature. Before regeneration a man cannot
believe to the saving of his soul, apy more
than before his existence as a natural man he-
could believe the tesumonv of his nelghbour.
 Ye must be born again,” that y¢ may be-
lieve on the only begotten Son of God, and
may have life through his name. . In an un-
renewed man there is neither spiritual dis-
cernment, - judgment, . feeling nor activity..
Let a man be renewed, or let Jehovah com-
- mence a spiritual life in him, and then he may
believe.

This’ regeneratlon is ordmarﬂy pcrformed
by God through the instrumental agency of
the gospel; for ‘“we are born again, not of -
corryptible sced, but of incorruptible, by the
word of Ged.” 1 Peteri. 23. ¢«.Of his own
will begat he us with the word of truth.”

. N -~ Z
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James i. 18. Subsequently tG Pegeneration,
i the order of nature, there is- something,
necessary to the act of believing on the Lord
- Jesus. It is spiritual perception, which is
commonly called #nowledge ; hence it is writ-
-ten, *“ this is eternal life z0 énow thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent.” Before we can, as spiritual men,
know any thing, we must be born of God;
and before we can believe any thing, we must
know something, or have that operation of the
mind which is called perception. Hence I do
not hesitate to assert, that prior to the act of .
believing on.the Lord Jesus, there must be
in our minds such a perception of our own
sinfulness and misery, and of the meaning of
the terms Jesus Christ, the Saviour, as are
essential to the intelligent belief of the propo-
sition, ¢that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” One who did not
perceive or know, as a renewed person per-
ceives and knows, what is meant by the terms
of the proposition, CurisT, §AVE, and siN-
NERS, might believe the proposition to be
true, but could not belicve as a gracious per.-
son, and in the sense of the gospel, the truth
contained in the proposition. We must
know what the testimony of God concerning
the Saviour is, before we canreccive the truth
contained in that testimony for our salvation.
The communication of this knowledge is
commonly called the *¢ divine illamination of
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"the mind,” which is one of the immediate
effects of that operation of God which we call
regeneration, or effectual calling. God effec~
‘tually calls, or makes alive by his Spirit, and
the result is, the ¢“enlightening of their minds
spiritually and savingly, to understand the
things of God.”* No man is regenerated
whose perceptions concerning himself, God,
and Christ have not been rectified, so that he
discovers himself to be condemned, vile, and
abominable ; God to be holy, just, and good ;
and Jesus to be such a deliverer as the guilty
sinner needs. If yau include under the term
regeneration, as some do, not ouly the act of
God in making us new creatures, but the effect
which is produced by it, the illumination of _
our minds, and the whole of essential saving
lnowledge communicated to us, then we ad-
mit that nothing else is requisite as a prepar-
ative to saving faith but regeneration, and
that saving faith is the first act of a renewed.
man. We affirm, however, that afier the
Spirit of grace begins to operate oo a sianer.
for. his salvation, that sinner is made to see
himself a- guilty, loathsome, accursed crea-
ture, and he also discovers that Christis a
- «desirable, an all-sufficient Saviour. Through
the divine light which shines into his mind,
he perceives that he is dead in trespasses and
sips, and thus through the conviction of sin,

# Confession of Faith, chap. x. . &.
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he dies to the hope of justification by the
‘works of the law. If, after regencration and
the illumination of his mind by the renewing
‘Spirit, whereby he is made a partaker of the
divine nature in respect to knowledgeé, be
should be left to himself, and the same $pirit
should not work in him faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, he would sink.into despair:
_ but he who is-elected shall be regenerated,
and the regenerated shall believe to the salva-
tion of the soul. All who haye saving know-
ledge shall have saving faith, for ¢ they that
know thy name will put their truast in thee.”
Psalm ix. 10, Let us proceed to considery
Illy, The nature of saving faith., Let us
canfine our attention to one act of saving
faith, beeause every other act is like it in
kmd although not in degree. Savmg faith
in every instance is a mental operation of a
renewed sinner. Itis an act of that faculty
in him whichis denominated THE JUDGMENT.
It is an act.of his judgment which cannot he
performed without a previous operation of his
faculty of perception. Itis an act of his mind,
in which he assents upen the ground of the
divine . verjcity, to the truth of some propos
sition of God- concerning Jesus Christ as a
Saviour offered to sinners. God testifies, that
he sent his Son into the world to save sin
ners. If any one act of his mind who is renew-
ed, is a judgment, that this testimony is true,
he bcheves to the saving of the soul,or has

-
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saving faith. Before he can believe this, he
must understand what is the meaning of the
terms Son of God, save, and sinners. He must
perceive that Christ is the Son of Gad, that
sinners are persons justly condemned by the
holy law, and that to suve a sinner, is to deliver
him from punishment and pollution. Then he
must judge from a knowledge of the divine
character, or believe, not only that the propa- |
sition is true, bug that the thing testificd in the

terms which he understands, is assuredly the

act.

Neither the perceptions nor the judgments
of the unrenewed are like those of the man
whose mind has been savingly illuminated by
the Holy Spirit. “For with thee,” O God,

“ s the fountain of life : in thy light shall we
see light.” Psalm xxxvi. 9. :
The mental operation of judging from tes-

timony that any proposition is true, is faith ;

but only the mental operation of a renewed
person in believing that to be %fact which is
stated in some proposition which God has
made concerning him who is anointed to save
sinners, is saving faith. The unrenewed, and’
even the devils may believe sume of the state-
ments of God and tremble, but their faith is
not a saving grace, not an effect of the Holy
Ghost, designed by God to promote the sal-
vation of one of his children. Should any
one verily believe every proposition which
God has made, excepting those which relate
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to salvation by Jesus Christ, he would perish -
for want of saving faith. Thausands believe,
that God created the world of nothing, and
that the wicked shall be turped into hell, who
will fiod their own portion: there : but * be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” ¢ Whosoever believeth that
Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.” 1 John
‘w. 1. ¢ He that believeth on the Son of God
“hath the witness in himself.”, ¢ These things
‘have I written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God, that ye may know
that ye have eternal life.” 1 John v. 10, 13;
God testifies to us, that if we confess our
sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, for the sake of Christ; that the just by
JSaith shall live ; that Christ with all his bene-
fits is offered to us; and whosoever will may
come to him for salvation ; and-that the per-
- son who approaches shall in no case be rejecs-
-ed. Now let the regenerated man attend ®-
“any one of these propositions, understand it,
"and in his own mind assent to the truth, con.
“tained in it, and he will believe on Christ
- Jesus for salvation. - = ,
This faith is styled saving, because Chris
gives it, ‘and helievers exercise it, and, are
'thereby united to Christ, ¢hat they may be
saved. - : ,
It-is called justifying faith, because it is
the instrument of justification. .God prom:
ises to give justifyiog rightcowsness to cvery

b _J
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one, who shall in any one, single instance
believe with this kind of faith, on the Lord
Jesus Christ.: P
AssuRANCE is said to be of the essence of
faith, because in each separate act of faith, or
Judgment that a proposition of God concern-
ing the Saviour is true, there is no doubt of
its truth.  The next act of the mind may be
that of doubting the truth of that proposition,
which in the previous operation was judged’
to be true: but in the very act of believing,
the mind cannot disbelieve, or doubt. = Inthat
act of the mind whith I call believing, I can
no more doubt the truth of the proposition
which I believe, than I can belleve, and mot
believe, at the same time.
Savmg\falth is said, in the present life, to
- be imperfect, because we sometimes doubt
the truth of statdments which we sometimes
believe ; and because all the operations of a
sinner’s mind are less vigorous, and influen-
tial, than they will be, when all the effects of
sin have been exterminated from the whole
constitution of man. A child- may believe
like a child, and a man of powerful and hxghly ,
excited mmd, like Paul, ready to depart;’
while neither the child nor the man, in the
act of believing, has any doubt of the truth of
what he believes. We speak of degrees in
faith, because some operations of the mind in
behe.vmg are more sensibly felt, that is, are
accompanied by more lively feelings thap
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others. Indeed, half mankind mistake feek
ings for judgments ; or the sensations which
follow faith, for the act of believing. Let us
then, turn our attention : :

I1lly, To the principal operations of saving

faith. The mind of thie renewed sinner which
perceives spiritual things in a spiritual light,
and believes every thing it knows God to have
asserted concerning the Saviour, will also
perform by its other faculties other' opera-
tions, which are connected with faith and
proceed from it. These consequent acts of
the mind which God has inseparably connect-

ed with faith are what I call the principal op-.

erations of saving faith. The act of believing

may be distinguished from those holy feelings

which result from it, and which prove our

faith to be that which is peculiar to sincere

Christians. God, who originates faith, has

also attached to it the most desirable conse-
quences. Every believer in Jesus has emo-
tions which in a greater or less degree corres-
pond with his acts of believing on Christ. An

established connexion is found both in natural -

and spiritual thing$ between certain opera-
tions of one faculty, and certain operations of
another faculty of the human mind, so that
scarcely one operation is insulated. Itis an
established daw by whi¢h God governs mind,
to which there are but few exqeptions, that
certain perceptions should be followed by cer-
’ , P
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tain judgments, those.judgments by certain,
feclings, those feelings by certain volitions,
and those volitions by correspondent internal
or external actions. Thus, a regenerated sin~
ner has right percéptions of the Saviour,
which lead to right judgments, or acts of -
faith in the statements which-God has made
concerning him ; these acts of faith are pro-
ductive of right feelings, which are generally
pleasant feelings; and these feelings induce -
1n us volitions to obey Christ; which volitions
bring forth the internal operations of pious
sclf-gavernment, and the external actions of
righteousness. Such a connexion is estab-
lished in God’s™ gracious government of his.
people. When we énow, the true God, then
we judge him to be faithful, and belicve every
one of his assertions to be true, because we
have previously judged that he will not lie.
Hence, “a Christian believeth to be true,
whatsoever is revealed in the word, for the
authority of God himself speaking therein ;
and acteth differently, upon that which each
particular passage thereof containeth; yield-
ing obedience to the commands, trembling at
the theatenings, and embracing the promises,
of God_ for this life, and that which is to
come. But the principal acts of saving fajth
are, accepting, receiving, and resting upon
Christ alone’ for justification, sanctification,
and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of
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‘grace.”*  Saving faith is 4n operative judg-
ment of the mind: it works by love ; and parti-

‘¢ularly excites the faculties of feeling, and will
~ to holy activity. In the natural man his judg-
" ments are followed by feelings and determina-
. tions ; and in the new man Christ reigns with-
_out doing violence to the order of intellectual
‘arrangement which was established in the for-
_ mation of Adam. o

Saving faith operates by all the faculties of
man, but those mental acts which are produc-
‘ed by the influence of faith, on the facultiés
‘of FEELING and wiLL, are most important,
To these I shall confine your attention, dut-
-ing the remainder of this discourse.

- In contemplating its agency on our feelings,
let us remark, ,

. First, That faith, by a divine comstitution,
produces Love to God and man. Love is
a feeling of pleasure which can only be de-
scribed to one who has experienced it. One
who has never /loved can form no just notion
of lsve : but one who has loved natural good,
may conceive that spiritual objects should
employ the powers of another’s mind. Eve.
ry believer loves God and his Son, Jesus
Christ ; the word, the worship, and the proy-
idence of God; with all those things which
he perceives, in a divine light," to be lovely.
‘Without believing the truth concerning God

* Confession of Faith, chap. xiv. sect. 2.
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and Christ, the true God, the just God and
Saviour cannot be the object loved by us.
Unbelievers love false gods, and ideal sa.
viours, but all who have saving faith love the
only, living, and true God. They have feel-
ings of pleasure, of satisfaction, and compla-
cency in relation to him, which follow their
belief of the testimony which he has given of
himself. By faith Jesus Christ becomes the
"object of most tender attachment, and the soul
is knit to him. Faith judges that Jesus did
actually suffer and die for the end revealed in
the Scriptures, and this belief of the truth is
followed in the mind of a renewed person, by
love to him as a prophet, priest, and king.
Because we believe on him, we love him as
the Redeemer of God’s elect, as the onl
Mediator between God and man, as the Ad-
ministrator of saving grace by the Holy Spir-
it,and as our personal righteousness, strength,
‘purification, and salvation. ‘

Moreover, love to man is consequent upon
saving faith: for an unbeliever is dead in
trespasses and sins, and therefore cannot feel
one cmotion in contemplating his fellow men,
which God deems morally, or spiritually good.
So soon, however, as one is united to Christ
by faith, he is able to indulge all the holy
feelings of achild. If he loves God, he
will love man ; for he will be like the God of
love. “Benevolence will be one of the charac-
teristics of his mind; and he will rejoice in
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doing good to all mer, as he has opportunity ;
but especially to the family of Faith. This
Tove will, in its progress, supplant those sel-
fish feelings which reigned in him while an

unregenerate man. oo
_ Secondly. Faith produces the feeling of ho-
ly Desire. The objects of this desire are
spiritual. He who believes, will desire in-
creasing knowledge of God, an interest in
the Redeemer and his benefits, holy person-
al enjoyment, and the advancement of the
highest degree of the divine glory. Christ
to every believer is the supreme object of
desire, because he believes him to be not only
" precious, but the supreme good. He can say
" of the Intercessor, as thousands of dying be-
livers have done, * he is all my desire, and all
my salvation.” . ,
Thirdly. Faith produces Aatred of sin.
This is an operation of the faculty of feeling
too, which has never failed to follow the ex-
ercise of aliving faith in Jesus. Letany one
receive the Lord Jesus for hisfriend and por-

tion, and that sin which displeases his dear .

Redeemer, and alienates the sioner from his
Saviour, will never be contemplated without
abhorrence. He will hate himself for trans-
gressions, even while he has no apprehen-
sions of fature punishment, He will also
hate the sinfulness of his fellow men while he
'has compassion on them, and prays for their
D2
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salvation. On account of his opposition to
their moral character, he can say with David,
¢“ Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate
thee? and am not I grieved with those that
rise up against thee? I hate them with perfect
hatred.” Psalm cxxxix. 21. Before he be.
lieved on Jesus he loved the society, and had
pleasure in the iniquity of those persons, who
80 soon as they were seen by the eye of faith
became abominable to his sounl.

Fourthly, The filial fear of God is an ope-
ation of the faculty of feeling, which pro-
ceeds from faith, *¢The Lord taketh plea-
sure in them that fear him.” But he takes
pleasure in no unbeliever. Fear is a painful
feeling, which is called a passion, and which
we experience on the apprehension of future
evil. Itisreligious fear, when the evil ap-
 prehended is the loss of God’s favour, the

incurring of our Heavenly Father’s displea-
sure, or some dishonour that may accrue to
the Redeemer’s cause through our sin. By
faith we. realize that it is an evil thing to de-
part from him ; we know that the conscquen-
ces of it are dreadful; and it may be safely
affirmed, that there never was a child of God
who did not fear to offend him, precisely in
proportion to his belicf of the odious nature
and horrible evil of transgression. :

Fiftkly. Saving faith produces the feeling
which is called hope. This is a pleasurable
feeling which we experience in cootempla-
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tion of some expected good. Hope alwayg
regards something which we do not at pres-
ent possess, but believe to be not only desira-
ble but attainable. When a sinner looks to
Jesus by faith for salvation, he hopes for all
which is included in the salvation which has
. been proffered, but not yet received. He
hopes for perféct purification, a glorious re-
surrection, a public manifestation of his justi-
Rcation before the assembled universe, a .
mansion in heaven, and all the felicity which
the Saviour promised him through endless
ages. : .

In considering the operation of saving faith
on the human wiLL, we remark that it pro-
duces, o .

1. A volition to accept of Christ as he is
freely offered in the gospel. When we be-
lieve through the Holy Spirit that we are ac-
cursed sinners, that Christ is offered to us for
pardon and sanctification, and that he will be
ours if we accept him, we shall inevitably will
to accept him. - ¢ Let us have him,” we shall
say, “on the terms of the gospel. Lord we

- accept thy proposals of recontiliation and hea-
ven with all thankfulness.”” Then will the
sinner no longer cavil against .the nature and

* terms of salvation by Jesus Christ; and no

Jonger vainly wish that salvation were possi-

ble for sinners in some other way. This ac.
ceptation of Christis made once and for ever,
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, 2. Faith in Christ produces a voluntary
reception of him into our bosoms. He pro-
poses to come in to us, and take up his resi-
dence there, for our instruction, warning,
comfort, and glorification. Believing on him,
we will that he should abide in us, rule in us,
defend us, and make us meet for his Father’s
house. He stands at the door of our hearts,
and knocks for admission, until we accredit
God’s testimony concerning him, when we
say, “thy servants hear, Lord; enter and
take possession of our souls.” Receiving
Christ includes every voluntary effort which
we make to know, enjoy, commune with, and
serve the blessed Jesus. -

3. Faith in Jesus produces a voluntary
resting on him. Beliving the truth concern.
ing his great work of salvation, we perceive a
sufficient motive to induce our choice of him
as a refuge, a reward, an everlasting home. In
trouble the believer chooses to make known
his wants to Jesus and pour out his heart be-
fore him. He chooses to seek for refreshment
when weary, and quiet when disturbed in
mind, from the Son of Man. None of these
things, however, did he do, before he believed
the testimony of God concerning the salva-
tion of sinners, and should his faith now cease, ,
he would no longer find an ark of safety ; nor
the bosom of a beloved ore on whom, like
John, he could lean his head.
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Christian brethren, you never céuld rest
until you savingly knew Christ; and through
faith in him alone can you continue to rest
from unprofitable toils under the load of
wrath, . .

“Search yourselves my hearers, for if you
have not these feelings, in your minds, and
these operations of will which have been dé-
scribed, you have no saving faith on the Son
of God.. Blessed are all they who believe
with the heart ; whose judgments and whose
-emotions in relation to Christ are of the right
kind, for God promises them heaven.

.May we all be thus blessed, O thou Authar
.and Finisher of saving faith. Amewn.

L
SERMON IIL
-~

THE CHARACTER AND CONFIDENCE OF A
BELIEVER.
“Whosoever believeth on him shall not be
ashamed.” Romans x. 11. -
~ THE passion of shame is peculiarly
painful to us. It causeés the heart’s blood to
mantle the cheek ; renders vision no longer
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grateful; turns away the face ;. and depresses
the head in wretchedness. We instinctively |
_desire self-possession and approbation. Who
“could endure confusion of face for a single
day, and be uracquainted with agony? Who
of delicate sensibility could be made to suffer
shame in the circle of his acquaintance for an |
hour and not feel constrained to pray, from
some motive, with the psalmist, O Lord, put
e not to shame :”¥ ¢ let me never be put
to confusion 3t ~ The prophet Ezra couples
« confusion of face,” with the sword and cap-
tivity ; and considers it a punishment pro-
cured by iniquity. h I
SHAME is one constituent part of the tor- |
ment of hell. % The wise shall inherit glory
. but shame shall be the promotion of fools.”}
" In Daniel we read, that  many of them
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt.”§ :
Who shall escape this misery of perpetual
self-condemnation? Who shall dwell at peace,
when devils deride, and ]eho,vah‘ laughs at
the calamity, or mocks the fear, of the
wicked ? |} ' .
Our text furnishes an answer, ¢ Whoso-
ever believeth on him, shall not be ashamed.”
" The person referred to, as the object of faith,

* Paalm cxix. 31. -+ Pealm fxxi. 1. 3 Prov. it 35
§ Dan. zii. 2. || Prov, i, 26,

-
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is‘our Lord Jesus Christ.. “If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shdlt believe in' thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be sav-
ed, For with the heart man believeth unto’
righteousness ; and with the mouth confes-"
sion is made unto salvation, 4nd the scrip-
ture saith, ¢ whosoever believeth on him shall
not be ashamed.’” The believer in Jesus
Christ shall never be left to confusion of face.
He shall never be confounded : no, not before
men: no, not before angels : no, neither in
this life, nor at the judgment seat, nor in the
eternal world. Instead of confusion the be-
liever shall have conrFiDENCE, instead of
shame, glory ; instead of plushes, the effulgence -
of stars, and a participation of the “splendors
of the Godhead. )

Who, then, is a believer? and whence his,
assurance against confusion and:contempt ?
Suffer me to exhibit, I. The character of a
believer ; and II. ‘His security against'shame.

" Faith ever produces such other mental and
external actions as cannot fail.to distinguish
tl}e possessor’ from those who are destitute
or 1t, '

THE character 2§ the believer may be sum-
marily comprehendgid in four particulars.

He receives the doctrines, appropriates to
himself the atonement, partakes of the dispo-
sition, and imitates the example of Christ.
Any one in.whom these things unite' may
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safely be deemed a child of God, and an heir
of glory. :

-Every belicver receives the doctrines of
Fesus. Not only does he admit them to be
true, " because spoken by,a perfect teacher, a
God of truth, but he believes with his heart;
or he receives the divine testimony with holy
feelings ; while his conscience yields to it an
entire approbation. .

It is not enough, to believe as the devils do,’
and tremble.. We must believe, and /love.
Saving faith, which constitutes a believerin;
Jesus, implies such an assent of the under-
standing, as is ever followed by the consent
of the affections. When Jesus commenced
public preaching, he commanded men to re-
pent and ¢ believe the gospel ;” ‘or to change
- their minds, and receive the doctrines which
he taught concérning the fall, condemnatiom,
restoration, and salvation of man, through the
wisdom and mercy of God. To call any man
a Christian who refuses his assent to the fun-
damental doctrines of Christ, is a shameful
abuse of language. ' ** He that is of God hear-

- eth God’s words.”* ¢ If any man will do his
will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether
it be of God.” fne :

Jesus Christ declares, (John xii. 48.) “he
that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth him : the word

. L e >
. * John viii. 47.
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that I have spoken, the same shall Judge him
in the last day.” He who denies the asser-
tions of Christ, or feels no pleasure in them,
must be called an unbeliever, an enemy of
God. On the other hand, it is vain for men
to boast of correct opinions, and clear discern-

. mentof the way of salvation, while they are

3

desutute of pious affections.

Yes, in vain are we orthodox, and unjdst
is our favourable opinion of our own state, if
our knowledge of Christ leads not to a volun-
tary, personal union to him ; for,

Every believer approprzates to /mnsey the

- atonement. I do not affirm, that this act is of
- the essence of faith ; but that he who through

7

‘the Spirit assents to the truth coutained in

some proposition which is the.object of sav-
ing faith, will, in consequence of this assent,
perform that principal -operation of saving
faith which is called appropriatian. By this
-act of the mind a sinner receives for himself,
‘and sets apart for his own personal use that
atonement which”is proffered in the gospel.
¢ Being convinced. of his sin and misery, and
of the disability in himself and all other crea-
tures to recover him out of his lost condition,”
he ‘““not only .assenteth.to the truth of the
promise of the gospel, but receiveth and
resteth upon Christ and  his righteousness
therein held forth, for pardon of sin, and for
the accepting and accounting of HIs person
E ,
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righteous in the sight of God for salvation,”%
The renewed man is sensible of many acts of
faith, which are holy ; but which may be dis-
tinguished from THAT AcT of justifying faith,
which, according to the purpose of God, ac-
tually completes his alliance to Jesus. . Every
judgment of his mind which is consequent on
divine influence, that a statement of God is
true, is a holy act of faith ; but the Christian’s
belief that God framed the worlds by his
Word, and that Abeloffered a more excellent
sacrifice than Cain, may be distinguished
from that act of faith whose object is CHRIST,.
the End of the Law for righteousness. I,
however, any one truly believes the testimo-
ny of God, that He so loved the world as
to give his only begotten Son to die, that
whosoever believeth on him might not perish,
but have everlasting life, he will subsequently
accept of a personal interest in this Son, and
voluntarily take Jesus for all his own strength
and salvation. .
. %It is not sufficient for me,” says the be-
" liever. in his.own mind, “to believe that
- others are in a state of sin, and guilt, and ac-
-tual misery : I believe that this is my own
native state. I judge from the revelation of
God to man, that he has made provision for
the complete salvation of sinners by the Re-
decemer ; - and I have come to this judgment

- * Larger Cat. Q_xesf, 72,
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* through the agency of the Holy Spirit. "*This
.18 saving faith; but I rest not hcre: for I
believe that eternal life is offered’in the gos-
pel to me, individually, as well.as to all sin-
ners who hear the word of life. - Of “this
- offered salvation I feel a desire to accept. 1
~ will to accept it ; my faculty of agency obeys .
my will, and I actually take hold of Jesus for
rxghtcousness, strength, andlife. Henceforth
he is mine, and I am his. To him I confide
the body and spirit which he has created, and
hope for the salvation which he has promised.
This is not an unfounded persuasion that
Christ died for me in partlcular but such a
’comphance with the terms of the gospel - as
‘evinces the gift of faith ; whence I conclude
that the Giver of Faith has chosen me to obs
tain salvation.”” The man who thus appro-
priates to- himself the -active and passive
obedience of Jesus, which constitute the
atonement, will also
Partake of the disposition of Christ. 3f
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is.
none of his:” but if he has this Spirit, his
mind will be kept in such a state as- gives a
tendency to right operations. This is what
we mean by disposition; and every believer
finds, that the Sanctifier so' arranges his
thoughts, and disposes of events in relation to
him, as to produce a strong symilarity between
his mental state and that which his Master
manifested. The guidance of this Spirit he
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implores, his counsel loves, and nothing so
much as his absence fears. A most fervent -
amen he subjoins to the exhortation, *¢ let this
‘mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus.”* Such passages, one would think
sufficient to cut off the hope of the antinomian
and hypocrite. Do you understand the whole
system of scriptural doctrine ?. It is nothing if
you are destitute of the Spirit of Christ,,who
alone can keep you in the love of God. Do
you believe the truth? The Spirit that was
in Christ was a Spirit of obedience to the
truth, and if you have received it, you will be
liberated from the bondage of sin. - Does
your hope of free justification, through the
blood of Christ, make you lightly esteem the
moral law? Such, then, as your disposition
is, was not the disposition of Christ. - His
sufferings as well as obedience show how
much he regarded the duties of morality. He
died that sinners might be pardoned, and
sanctified, and thus brought back, ultimately,
to the obedience of that code, which is of per-
petual obligation, and to the happiness which
it-affords. When, being saved through the
blood of THE L AMB, they shall perfectly keep
the divine commandments, they will find, that
obedience is heaven. ‘

The -mind of Christ was opposed to sin:
and consequently every believer hates sia in

# Philippians ii. 5.
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himself and his fellow-men. The Spirit of
Jesus was disposed to humility ; and of course,
he is'a believer who walks humbly before his
60d. The mind of Jesus was inclined to
constant meekness. He was silent under slan~
der and persecution. He suffered long ; was
kind to his enemies when they spit upon him
their blackest venom ; and never reviled any
one. Asasheep before her shearersis dumb, .
so he opened not his mouth in vengeance, re-
proach, or complaint ; no, not when his mur-
derers: led him to crucifixion. In every be-
liever the Spirit of Jesus, produces a disposi-
tion to forbearance, gentleness, kindness, love,
self-denjal, devotion, and universal obedience.

To complete the representation of the be.
liever’s character, I have only to add, that he
acts out his disposition of mind, that

He imitates the example of f}'esus. To this

heis naturally induced, by the doctrines he

receives, and the temper which he cultlvates. .
Like Christ, the ‘believer makes it the
business of .his life, to do good unto all,
considering himself the servant of all for the
Redeemer’s sake. His example, reflecting
the glory of God, shines upon all around, con-
straining them to take knowledge of hlm, that
he has been with Jesus, and to glornfy his
Father in heaven Every believer is an im<
itator of God in Christ, as a dear child; be-
<ause he is born of God and led by the Spmc
® 2
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of God. He is willingly under law to Christ,
and vigorously strives to perform his whole
duty, from love to the covenant of Jehovah. |

This is the person, who, though evil angels
hide themselves in darkness, and wicked men
call to the mountains to fall on them and crush
them, that they may be hidden from the pre-
sence of the Lord, before whom they are
ashamed to appear, shall never, never become

‘an object of contempt,. A :

Methinks, my hearers, you call upon me
to prove this. You require me, therefore,
IN THE SECOND PLACE, .

‘To shew what security the believer has

, against shame.

"What shall prevent him from being con.
founded? ‘

Shame is effectually precluded from the
Christian’s mind, FirsT, by the wisdom of
his conduct in believing. All shame arises’
either from folly or guilt, from weakness or
wickedness. But in believing the truth as it
is in Jesus, there is neither folly nor subjec-
tion to guilt. - Doth not wisdom cry, believe?
Doth not understanding instruct us to em-
brace the Lord Jesus by faith? Who isa
fool, but he, who rejects the truth to belicve
damning lies? Who is wise, that despises
the one thing needful, and gathers wood, hay,
and stubble for the flames, to the neglect of
the pearl of great price ?
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- Every one, who believes,: acts the part of

that msdom, which causeth the face to shine.

If God is goad, it is wisdom to love him: if
- just, to fear him : if holy, to forsake sin: if

“an adversary ‘to the wicked, to be at peace

with him : and theae thmgs can we. only do
“by faith.

If heaven be a p{ace of happmess, it is wis-
dom to seek it : - if hell a place of misery, to
avoid it: and each of these we do, by believ- -
ing on the Son of God. S

If Christ is the only way: of escape from
wrath, it is wise to escape by him ; if he is
the. only refuge . of sinners, to fly to him: if

_ he is the mighty  Saviour, to trust in his
- strength: and these thmgs can be done only

by faith.
lf self-denial is.necessary to salvanon, it is

. wise to cut off a right hand, or pluck out a
. right eye, which causes us to offend; -chat

thus we may be purified through faith.
If the impenitent person dwells in Sodom,

- and a storm of fire and brimstone is about to

destroy the city, it is wise in him to awake
from his false security, and, by believing,

_make haste to Zoar. If our fricnds. linger
- in a state of condemnation, it is wise inall

the zeal of living faith, to take them by the
band, and harry them away from impending
wrath. If Lot’s wife perished for looking
back, no one will be ashamed of pressing
forward in the paths of peace. If the con-
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\ te\mpt of divine, mercy will produce aggravat.
ed condemnation, no one will be ashamed of
* gratitude for that pardoning love which is
received alone by faith. If by momentary
sadness .of countenance the heart is made
better, no one will be ashamed of penitential -
tears. Who should blush to run from a des
vouring lion, from a raging tempest, from a -
consuming fire ?  'Who should be ashamed to -
fight spiritual foes, and obtain a crown of im»
mortal glory ? L o
Who shall be ashamed .of trials, when they
brighten his graces? Certainly, it is the
part of wisdom to suffer with Christ, that we
may reign with him ; to die for him, that we
may /ive in his blissful presence for ever.-
Believers often feel unpleasantly, when re-
proached for their remaining sin, when révil-
ed for their faith : but abeliever never wished
- himself an unbeliever ; and one washed from !
the pollutions of the world never desired to
return to his wallowing in the mire. :
For you, who laugh at piety, Christiang.
mourn. When they blush, they are ashamed;:
not of their confidence, but of ypu. They do 7
mourn, and blush for their sins, and they are
in bitterness at the reflectjon, that they were
formerly as foolish as those who now insult
them, but who more insult the "believer’s
Gop. Irreligious persons imagine that they
should be ashamed were they Christians; and
when their consciences begin to produce
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compunctxon are really unwilling to be
thought serious ; but when they actually be-
come believers they, say, “God forbid we
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus.”  Then: they discover that nothing.
but wickedness ought to make them ashamed.
Satan they know to be a murderer, and there-
fore resist him. God they discover to be a
Faruer, Friexp, and HoLy SovEREIGN,
and therefore glory in their confidence, at-
tachment, and obedience, because they con-
stitute the hnghest interest of a rauonal crea-
ture.

Since there is no honour in self-destruc-
tion, they are not ashamed of an interest by
faith in the atonement of the Son of God.
Since the gospel is truth and the power of -
God unto salvation, they exult in that grace

- . which has disposed and enabled them te em-

N
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brace it with the heart. Since they believe
that Christians are the sons of the Highest,
and heirs of eternal felicity, they think it no
disgrace to be their cordial friends.

Since faith bringsthem joys, with which
the wicked are unacquainted, théy cannot
think it necessary  to love supremely the
pleasures of this life.  Since they have spirit-
ual delights in retirement, and in meditation
about everlasting things hoped for, they judge
‘it to be no disgrace not to find heaven in a
promiscuous, noisy, worldly party.
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You do not blame the man of science for
Joving philosophy more than romance : nor
the man of taste for being better pleased with
a master-picce, in pamtmg, than with the
coarse daubings of a painter’s boy.
~ You never consider the man who prefers
the sweet‘fountain to the bitter ; nor the con-
noisseur, who distinguishes the good wine
from the bad, an object of contemptuous mer-
riment. Why then should any one ridicule
the taste of the Christian in his selection of
rellgxous books, of pious associaties, of spirite
ual enjoyments ; and for his sweet commus
nion, by faith, with the living God? Why
should he be thought t0.dishenaur himself by
disregarding former pursuits, which have
teased to afford delight? Had I been fond
of eating dust, methinks I should not blush to
lose my appetite for serpent’s food, and be-
come more fond;of delicious vmnds.

. Who of this audience, had he been feeding
upon husks, which swine had left, would be
ashamed to come to himself, and return to the
delicacies of a father’s table? Prodigality is
. disgraceful : but reformation is hooourable
in a rational being. Through faith in Christ,
let the old transgressor turn to God ; let the
unkind .become kind ; the unjust, just; the
morose man, affectionate ; the drunkard, so-
ber ; the libertine chaste ; the profance per-
son, devout ; the infidel, a humble believer;
and not one of these will be degraded by cons
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vétsion from sin.  They have sinned ; there
was the disgrace: they have turned to God by
faith, and it is commendable in' them, for
wWhen they were the slaves of sin, they had no
good fruit from those things whereof they are
now ashamed. Being made free from sin,
they have fruit unto holiness, and in the end
shall receive eternal life.

SECoNDLY, the believerin Jesus is effectual-
ly secured from shame by the character of the
person in whom he believes. Should he trust
in' a weak, unfaithful, unmerciful being, he
would expose himself to disa pomtment an
ignominy. But Jesus, the sinner’s FRriexp
and CoNFIDENCE, is no impostor. Believers
in him' shall not be ashamed, because

He is the mighty God.

¢« For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given ; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder : and his name shall be called
‘Wonderful, Consellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasung Father, the Prince of Peace.”

We believé then, in the mighty God, and can«
not make haste, to hide ourselves, because heis
able to fulfil his promises, and accomplish his
purposes. It is the decree of Heaven, that
his friends should be glorified. The mighty
Jesus has uttered his promise by Isaiah, and
repeated it by Paul, that “he that believ-
eth shall not make haste,”* like one overa
whelmed ; that is, he shall not be ashamed.

* Isaiah xxviii, 16,
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The Son 6f God declares, “I am in the
Father, and the Father in me. The words
that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself :
but the F ather that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works.”

The believer in ]esus, therefore, has all
the security against.shame which omnipo-
tence can give,  One higher than the highest
has said, “ if ye shall ask any thing in my
name, I will do it.”,

.0 Lord let me not be put to shame.”

“Who shall condemn and confound the be-
liever? Jesus has prepared heavenly man-
" sions, and he will introducg us to them.- The
malice of hell must rage in vain against the
child to whom Christ promises. protection.
He is omnipresent to defend : he endureth
for ever, to make the bappiness of believers
as permanent as the throne of God. :

Wicked .men may make the believer ¢ an
offender for a word ;” may “lay a snare for
bhim that reproveth ” ¢and turn aside -the
just for athing of naught:” but ¢ thus saith
the Lord, who redeemed Abraham,” ¢ Jacob
shall not be ashamed, neither shall his face
wax pale.”

Additional security, that believers shall
never be ashamed, results from the fact, that
fe.sus isa compa&szonate Saviour.

He is not only able, but willing to save in the
. tenderest manner.  He saith, ‘ come untp
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
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and I'will give you rest.” His tender affece
tions induce him to speak kindly to the hum-
‘ble and afflicted ; and to afford such assmance
a8 contrite sinners require.

He « can have compassion on the ignorant,
-and on them that are out of the way ; for that'
‘he himself also was compassed - ‘with infirmi-
ities” ¢ The Lord is gracious and full of
-compassion.”

- Will he, then, expose his people to shame ?
How often have we provoked him ! Yea, we
‘have turned back, and tempted God, and lim-
. ited the Holy One of Israel! But he, being
“full of compassion, forgiveth our iniquity.’

Yea, many a time, turned he his anger away;
‘and did not stir up all his wrath.
Cap penitent sinners who trust in such a
God, who remembereth that they are dust,
-ever sink into everlasting disgrace ? He will
uphold them. They shall never find their
confidence confusion. Whosoever belicveth
on him shall not be ashamed, because,
Fesus is an effectual Intercessor

Already has he espoused the cause of be-
lievers, and made all necessary preparation
-for defending his guilty clients. They have
nothing to pay for his servicess He pleads
for the honour of his name, and the glory of
his crown. . ) '

Formerly the law was an obstruction to
mercy. Thelaw was just. Sinners had vie-

: F
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{ated it, and deserved to suffer’its penalties.
Jehovah was inclined to mercy, but could not
dishonour himself, could not pardon, to the
impeachment of his justice, and to the abro-
gation of his contemned commandments.
~ Then Jesus suffered the penalty of the law,
" to the complete satisfaction of divine justice,
and by obeying its precepts brought in such a
righteousness as made the law still appear to
be good, and God just, even in the very act
of justifying the ungodly. o
Having taken away all the objections to the
exercise of pardoning love, and having paid
the covenanted price of redemption, CHRIST
. must be an effectual Intercessor. o
- Is that eloquent pleading, which gains the
_ attention? Christ is an eloquent advocate,
for “him the Father heareth alway.,” Is
that effectual pleading which obtains the ob-
ject sought? Christ pleads effectually ; for
as' MeEpiaToRr he asks, and his requests are
granted. - He says, - ¢ Father forgive them,”
and Jehovah answers, ¢ there is therefore,
now, no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus” Should an intercessor, to be
effectual, persevere 2 Jesus ‘“because he con-
tinueth for ever, hath an unchangeable priest.
hood. Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost, who. come unto.God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intér-
cession for them.”
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Christian brethren, comfort yourselves with
these things; for ¢ if any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ,
the righteous,™ who will not suffer his frlends
t6 be ashamed in the judgment.

Fivarry. Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashamed, because

Fesus will judge the world in rzghteousness.

The Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
mitted all judgment to the Son. ¢ He hath
appointed a day, in the which he will judge
the world in righteousness, by that man whom
he hath ordaided.” “ We must all stand be-
fore the judgment-seat of Christ.” If faithis
any matter of abloquy, then, it will be expos-
ed, when the universe shall be assembled, and
the secrets of evéfy heartrevealed. If itis
any cause for reproach to profess faith in
Christ before this assembly ; how r great will
be our disgrace, when we stand in the pre=
sence of God, angels, and men, and say, “we

trusted in Christ to save us 2”

" Shall'we, poor, despised believers, in that
day,find it necessary to search for our friend ? -
‘Will Jesus be found among the tribes of Jews,
despised by his countrymen, and the arch«
déceiver of mankind? Shall we say to the
Deity, we hoped in Christ, but we know not
where he is ? Shall we seek him in the crowd,

and request, since we were his disciples on
earth, that he would answer to our names?
If we have believed in an impostor, we shall
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be ashamed ; for he would not be able to de.
fend himself in. such a case; much less, to
plead our cause.

But, we know in whom we have. believed.
We shall see our compassionate Saviour on |
the throne of judgment. We shall read our
pardon in his eyes of love. . His ‘honour and
the equity of law will engage him to justify
us, for otherwise he would convict himself of
breaking his covenant, and of rejecting a per-
fect righteousness, before the universe.

. When he shall demand of ug, “sinners
‘what have you to plead?” we will answer, |
4 Jesus died : we trusted in him, and had the
promlse of peace wnth God J:hrough his pre-
cious blood.”

. Such an appeal to hts ]usuce, truth, and
mercy he cannot disregard.. If God lives, he
will say, % come, ye blessed of my FaTHER,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.”

Sinners, be not deceived. Believe in Je-
sus, and he will never desert you. He will
manifest the riches of his grace which merci-
fully ordered your conduct, in hating what
is hateful, inloving what is lovely, and in be<
lieving the truth.  You spall find him the
Almighty God, the compassionate Savnour,.
the effectual Intercessor, the final Judge, wor-
thy of your confidence, your exceeding Joy;
and everlasting salvation. Ausn

p
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' SERMON 1IV.

“WEAK FAITH.

< Him t/zat is weak in the faith receive ye.

‘Romans xiv. 1.

THE doctrihe, that there are degrees in

‘saving faith, is not only true, but essential to

the consolauon of many of the pious, and to .
the general prosperity of the Christian
Church.

Long and short, high and low, strong and
weak, are relative terms, and the construction
of language, therefore, leads us to -believe,
that if faith is ever strong it may also be weak.
‘The declaration of Christ, concerning a cen-
turion, that he had not found so great faith
as his in Israel, proves, that he had found @
less, or more feeble bellef in the divine
testimony.

That the minds of my hearers may be en-

lightened in the knowledge of that truth which

is' contained in the text, their attention is
solicited to the lollowmg considerations.

I. The analogy which is found to subsist
between all the works of God would naturally

‘lead us to expect that 8AVING FAITH, in its

incipient state, should be weak. By the
. F2 -
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things which are seen, this etcmal counsel
seems to be revealed, that there shall be a
progression in all things but the tmmutable
God. The holy angels advance in know-
ledge. When God created the world they
knew something which they knew not before.
When he broughbt his only begotten Son into
the world, a flood of new light burst in upon
them, and they learned a new song ; they en-
tered on the delightful services of anew mode
of worship. . 1f they stoop down to pry into
the mysteries of the incarnation, they must be
excited by that desire of wisdom which has
been previously indulged, and which they
have reason to believe will- be suitably
gratified.

The work of God i in forming and replen- 1

ishing the earth was not immediate, but con-
tinued for. six davs. He causes the mlghty
.oaks, which sustain the blasts of centuries, to
.rise from the shells of acorns, and the mus-
tard plant to spring from one of the smallest
of all seeds. The Father of the rain visits
the soil with repeated showers, before he
clothes the face of nature with verdure; and
‘before man reaps the fruit of his husbandry,
he must beseech God to put forth the blade,
-the stalk, the bud, the blossom, and the un-
_ ripe fruit. All the animal creation are pro-

duced in a weak state of infancy, and their
strength accumulates gradually until they ar-
rive at maturity. Even Sampson was a feeble

e
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babe before he became a man of unparrallcled
strength. ,
The human mmd is suhject to the same

law. The Creator of our rational faculties

developes them gradually. The memory be-
comes tenacious only by habit, and the power
of reasonidg is matured by use. The great-
est mathematician had onge to learn that five
and five equal ten; and the astronomer whose
capacious mtellect spans the heavens, that all
the parts of a circle are equally distant from
the centre. Bacon, Calvin, Addison and
Johnson were once ignorant of the alphabet ;
and once our Washington was incapable of
holding cither a sword or a pen.

It is most astonishing of all, that the man
Christ Jesus should not have been exempted
from this rule of progression. He was once
an infant, and Ae grew in stature, in know-
ledge, and in favour, both with God and man.

How then, can it be expected that faith

‘should be vigorous in its commencement?

Why should there not be an infancy in the
divine life? We are powerfully constrained

.to believe, that in the production of saviog

knowledge and grace, God does not deviate
from his accustomed mode of operation.
Il. That saving faith, in its incipient state,
is commanly weak, the Scriptures plainly teach.
~Through a divibe blessing on the means of
grace, the seed of faith is sown in regener-

-ation.:
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The first act of faith resembles the germi-
nation of the future plant; and the progress
of the grace of faith is compared to the io-
crease of the blade until it becomes a stalk

“‘bearing a green ear, which in due time con-
tains ripe fruit. God is the only husband-
man who can raise ' trees of righteousness,”
‘plants of salvatian, and fruits of eternal life.
- His word is the seed, and by his sowers, the
‘ministers of the word, he prepares the ground,
and distributes that which his dews of grace

and lightoflife will cause gradually to increase, .

This doctrine our Saviour has taught at large,
in the gospel by Mark., ¢ So is the kingdom
of God,” he says, “as if a man should cast
“seed in the ground ; and should sleep and rise
nightand day, and the seed should spring and
grow up, he knoweth not how.”*  The grad-
ual advancement is denoted by his declaration
- that the blade, or tender sprout first appears,
then the ear, and after that, the full corninthe
ear. ‘ :
- The weakness of faith in its first stage
could not be more happily inculated, than by
this allusion to the tender blade of corn, which
imperceptibly will find its way to the surface
of the soil, that it may enjoy the air and be
invigorated by the sun. After germination
the appearance of the plant is sooner or later,
.according to the state of the soil, and other

* Mark iv, 26.

—
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influential . circumstances. - - I have seen the: -
pale green germe that might be broken by the
touch, issuing from the tough, unbeaten sod,.
after many struggles of vegetable life ; and
have said, even so, with difficulty, does the
divine llfe manifest itself in one, who is timid
by nature, and whose giddy, unchristian asso-
clates seek ‘to suppress evangelical religion.
The young person who becomes’ pious in the
gay circle, in the wordlyfamdy, without the
fostering hand of pious parents or friends, is
a goodly plant in an unfriendly soil, shooting
from the greensward instead of the mellow
ridge.. If the faith of such a person should
long remain weak, it would not be surprising ;
and indeed, should not the divine CurLTIiVa-
ToR regard it with peculiar care, it would as
certainly perish as those plants which are
thoked by thorns,

To imprint on our minds the same trmh
]esus has said, the kingdom of God, or the
reign of God in subduing sinners to himself,
by workin} faith in them, *is like to a grain
of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in
the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in
earth ; but when itis sown it groweth up, and
becometh greater than all herbs, and shoot-
cth out great branches ; so that the fowls of
the. air may lodge under the shadow of it.”

Our Lord, in all his intercourse with his
Apostles, taught, that even they had fitele
Jaith, and were slow of heart to beljeve. He -
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Had many things to communicate, which, be.
cause of the imbecility of their faith, they
were unable to bear. ' - ' L

~ The various characters-under which Chris. |

tians are represented denote, that many of
them are weak. They are compared to sheep,
of which many are feeble ; and to a flock, of
which many are lambs. Believers say, “we
are thy people and the sheep of thy pasture.”
Jesus responds, “ I am the good shépherd:
the good shepherd giveth his life for the
gheéep. - I know my s%x’eép -and am khown of
mine.” « My sheep wandered through all the
fountains, and upon' every high hill; yea
my flock- was scattered upon all the face of
the earth.,” I will feed my flock, and I will
cause them to '}ie ‘down, saith the Lord God.-
I will seek that which was lost, and bring
again that which was driven away, and will
bind up that which was broken, and wil
strengthen that which was sick.” Ezek. xxxiv.
6, 16. « Hé shall feed his flock like a shepherd:
he shall gather the lambs with his arms, and
carry them in his bosom.” Isa. xlv. 11.
Puaul repeatedly styles some believers babes
in Christ, and declares, that they must bé
nourished with milk, the simple food of child-
ren, because they cannot bear the strong meat
of those who have arrived at the stature of
men. Many are the directions which he
gives to the weak ; and to the strong, for the
regulation of their conduct towards the weak.
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Our text is an example. ¢« Him that i m weak
in the faith receive ye.” -

111, Believers often have internal emdence
of the existence of a weak Jaith.  Most per-
sons of feeble copfidence in Christ are dis~
posed to think that they have never experi-
enced saving faith ; but the internal evidence
of which I treat arises from retrospection.
The person who has made some progress in

the divine life, and has gained more accurate .

knowledge of evangelical religion than he
formerly possessed, looks upon the past and
feels the change. He contrastsshis present
hopes, fears, and anxieties with his former,
and can say that his hopes are now more con-
stant, his fears less slavish, and.his anxicties
more becoming a C hristian than those which
occupied his bosom when he first believed.
It follows of course, that once his faith was
weaker than it is at the present time.

Others are conscious,. at the moment of
self-examination, that ‘their faith is weak.
They would not for their lives say, that they
reject Christ and have no desire to be saved
by his atonement. They would lie were they
to affirm, that they were conscious of hating
Jesus, and of delighting in rebellion. Con-
sequently, since all who are not against

_Christ are for him, they have a correct per-
suasion that they have some faith, while they
feel constrained to cry out, « Lord pardon
our remaining unbelief.” - When a believer
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_gagement, an opponent thrust the bayonet of

ﬁnds that his heart is often and’ eastly sedic

ed to sin, his thoughts within say, that hei
“but a child in spiritual things, The world he
‘knows, from the word of God, could not sof
‘easily gain the'ascendancy over a strong be-
‘liever. Christians should be brave soldiers.
“This feeble youth has taken the whole armour
‘of Gad, but he marches like a reluctant con-
script, without much’ regard to time; he

“wears his christian uniform like a novice,

‘and handles his sword like orie unskilful eith. |
‘er in the art of attack or defence. He feels
‘that his chiemy often gains the advantage
against him ; and it is difficult to summon
courage- {or ‘resistance. Many wounds has
‘he received because he knew not how practi-
“cally to apply the word of God. A pioussol-.
-dier was in the habit of carrying his Bible
‘in his bosom. It happened that in an en-

‘his gun througb«the pious wargior’s vest, but
‘the book prevented it from entering his heat.
'If young believers spiritually bound the word

~of Gad to thelr hearts it would often save

‘them from grievous wounds, from many fitey
"darts of the adversary. Believers may some- ‘
times search the scriptures, find nothing there
‘which seems designed for them,. and bein
bitterness, without relinquishing the eager .
hope of eternal life. They have faith; but |
‘their disquiet evinces feeble conﬁdence in the
‘word of Jehovah.

e f i s
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Is it impossible for one to dlscover his own

bodily, weakness? Let him walk, and if he

totters, or is soon weary, he may know him-
self to be weak. In like manner, let a Chris-
tian attempt to perform religioud duty, and if

-duty seems difficult, if he pants in the path,

feels faint at heart, is strongly tempted toyde-
sist from walking in the ways of holiness, and

requires the arm of a fellow-traveller to sustain
his weight, he may know, that his faith lan. -

guishes. Mark the little child, who totters
on the pavements, who is soon fatigued and
must be -carried, or will fall down and cry,
and then say, such is the description of an ‘in-
fant believer. He commenced his walk with

" alacrity and all the gay smiles of a little

thild, who is' permitted for the first time to
try his strength in the street. But he soon
found that he could go neither fast, nor far.

If you caanot live without prayer, and still -

often feel it a burden to pray ; if you ate un-
willing to transgress, but still find much diffi-
cyjty,-and even some reluctance in obeying;

- then know that ye have faith; but it is the

feble faith of children. Peter was desirous
of walking on the water: * come,” said Je-
sus, and he walked on the surface without
dificulty, Turniog his attention away from
Jesus, however, to the boisterous waves, his
soul began to tremble, and at that same mo-~
ment Jrsus suffcred ‘him <o swk He ex-
G
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claims, ¢ Lord help me, or I perish.” Jesus
supported him again, but not without the re-
proof, *why didst thou doubt: O thou of
fittle faith - o

IV. Believers often give external evidence
of weak faith. Where the works of. faith
-are manifest, it is scriptural to form the opinr

jon; that fdith lives in the heart. It wouldbe |

difficult for any one to shew his faith to man,
who looketh on the outward appearance

alone, without works; and those same actions’

snust indicate the degree of confidence which

" any one reposes in the testimony of ‘grace.
. If the general conduct of any person is such
* a8 to warrant the persuasion that he is pious,

‘while he is erroneous in many opinions, and
inconstant in the performarce of many du-
ties, we have external evidence that heis 2
babe in Christ. * This was precisely the case
of thase weak believers to whom the apostle
Paul devotes the fourteenth chapter of the
‘Epistle to the Romans. They had made 2

. public profession of Christianity, and wgre

-attentive to its pecular ordinances; but Hv-
ing been educated Jews, it was difficult fr
them to admit, that all meats were cleanto
him that conscientiously belicved, what was
the truth, that the Jewish distinction of days
and meats was abolished, by the sacrifice
‘which Jesus made for sin, when he offered

* himself. « The Apostle affirms, that these

Jews were belisvers, but they were weak;
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and in the Epistle tp the Hebrews he tells
the same sort of persons, that they have need
to be taught again the first prznczplcs qf the

“aracles of God.

A person may trust in Jesus Christ for the
pardon of his sins and the salvation of his soul,
who, from ignorance, is poorly qualified to
show unto sioners the way of salvation, or
even to state correctly the doctrine of recon-
ciliation, by a substitution of the active and
passive obedience of Christ, in the place of
the sinner’s unrighteousness. It is upon this
principle that we believe many persons justi-
fied by the decree of the eternal Judge, wha
have yet to learn mast of the principles upon
which will proceed the retributions of the last
da

gome have thought it strange, that any
should be deemted Christians, who are occas
sionally chargeable with great and glaring in«
consistencies in their religious life ; but let it

“be, remembered, that perfect faith “alone will

secure perfect consistency of religi¢us charac-
tdr. Every action of disobedience praves .
imperfection in the faith of a friend of fesus;
and hence it is; that about many who discover

_ bigotry, censoriousness, selfishness, and im-

morality ; and again something of faith, pen-
itence, and new obedience, our opinion is
compelled to fluctuate. If multitudes were
not weak in faith, we should no longer be une-
cessitated to doubt concerning them, whether
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they be in Christ or not, for then, even-the
world would take ¢ knowledge of them that
they Aave been with Jesus.” x
V. It is of importance that all should for
acorrect estimate of WEAK FAITH. If we de-
grade it, we shall dishonour the work of Ged,
and cast many sincere befievers into a state’
of despondency. If we ubsuitably exalt it, t
we shall tempt men to negligence. T
In commendation of the weakest'saving
faith we must remark;that it unites the person |
who possesses it to the Lord. fesus Christ. | -
Saving faith is such a belief of the testimony:
of God concerning Jesus Christ as is invaria-
bly followed by the acceptance of him for our
-personal Saviour. Nothing less s an act of
saving faith ; and the person who thus be-
lieves, is united to Christ by the eternal coun-
sels of God. He who has the least degree of

Jesus. In one body are many members, and
the least honourable is as truly connected with
the head, as the hand, or the eye. The whole
« company of believers are compared to a tef
ple, of which Jesus is the Chief Corner,Stone.
The most minute ornament is a part of the
‘whole. That believer, therefore,who has the |
- least true faith is a constituent member of the
body, or part of the superb edifice. The fact |
of our union to Christ depends noton the de-
ree of our faith, but on the certainty of the |
-existence of the deast genuine faith, He who |

O N
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has no faith isnot of Christ ; but he who has
some saving apprehensionof the mercy of God
in Christ is united to the Saviour by indisso-
luble bonds. It is not our FATHER’s good
pleasure that any one who believes in his obly
begotten Son should be considered as an alien,

- God favourably regards the weakest faithk.
He asks, “who hath despised the day of small
things?” He has not, and we should be crim-
inal in deviating from his example. ‘The

“diseased sheep he will not destroy ; the lame

he will not reject ; but will bind up the broken,

" and give strength to the feeble. The bruised

reed he will not break ; and if the grace of
any one should resemble a spark in smoking

~ flax, instead of the brightness of a lamp trim~

med and burning, he will not extinguish it.
We should not despise weak faith, because -
it will become stronger. 'The little infant will~
become a man: the trembling steps will be-
come firm ; the soft hand will be taught .to
fight; the aukward soldier will become an ex-
perienced veteran, and he who, ¢ stumbled
over a wrinkle in the carpet”* will' surmount
the hill of difficulty. Where faith has beemy
communicated, it shall in due season be per-
fected. The progress may be imperceptible
and irregular, but he will give more grace.
The rivulet:shall become a river ; and the

* Rev, William Jay.-
G 3 :
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dawning of the morning proves the approach
of noon.

By the weakest faith a sinner shall live, ani }
inherit everlasting glory. The life is not sup-
ported by the hand which serves the mouth,

but by the neCessary nutriment which the
hand conveys. - The hand of a feeble person
may tremble while performing its cffice, but
"By his proper food man shall live. Faithis
merely the hand by which the soul is fed with
the bread of life. - The palsied hand of a beg-
gar may receive a gift, and secure it for his
personal advantage; and the woman who
.tremblingly touched the heni of Christ’s gar-

ment, was as truly saved as the Syropheni- -

cian, to whom he said, “great is thy faith.”
It is said, ‘he that believeth shall be saved,”
and of course, since there is no limitation, he
y who has faith as a grain of mustard seed shall
not fail of entering the kingdom of heaven,
Beware then, of contemning feeble faith. If,
God has wrought it in you, honour bis work
. by publicly confessing it ; for you would en-
joy no Christian grace, even in its lowest de-
agrec without the washing of regeneration, and
the renewing of the Holy Ghost. AR
That mep may not abuse the doctrine of
- weak faith, let it be remembered, that the
person who is contented with his present at-
tainments is deluded, and knoweth nothing as:
he ought. Itis not in the nature of the weak-
est faith to render any believer satisfied with
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bimself. If you have a little faith you will
earnestly desire more. If you have tasted of
the good word of grace, the delicious morsel
will make you hunger and thirst after right-
eousness.  Although a weak faith assures us
of salvation, yet it is not to be disguised, that °
if it continue long, it will cause dlstrebémg

. doubts, fears, and perplexities. Who would

not prefer strong confidence to doubt in mat.
ters of immortal concern? Who would not
prefer a-firm to a palsiedbody? Who would
willingly- be a babe in form and strength,
while a man in years? Who that loves Christ
and can honour him a little, would not wxsh
to honour him much?

" Men of faith must ascend the mount, and

" conquer ‘their enemies. The-man of weak

faith, like one in the consumption, ascends
slowly with much pain and difficulty, while
the vigour of the strong man makes toil a
pleasure, and his rest sweet, .

VI. The text teaches believers in zolmt mana

" mer they are to treat their weak brethref. .

They~must receive them as brcthren, and;
seek to promote their increase in strength.
Because the youngest child of the family has
the understanding, the knowledge and the
strength of an mfant, is he, therefore, not of
our kindred, when it is ascertamed that we
were born of the same parents? Because a
little child, who is led by the hand, doeg’not
make equal strides witb his leader,’ does it fol,

!
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1ow, that both do not walk in the same direc-
tion? If we have brethren in the Lord who

are not so intelligent, and orthodox, and con- |

sistent, as we might wish them to be, still we
must receive thero to our fellowship.

The weak are to be fed, lead, and regarded
as children. If they have any degree of pre-
cious faith they have a right to a seat at o

Father’s table ; and if our eating meat cause '

them, through their weak consciences, to of-
fend, we are not to eat meat in their presence,
whde the world stands. ¢ Ye that are strong
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak.”’

If that God, who cannot lie, can say no
more, O may he say to each one of us, “I
know thy works; behold I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it
Jor thou hast a Izttle strength, and hast not
denied my name.” AMEN.

vty
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SERMON V.

[ S

THOSE PERSONS DESCRIBED WHO HAVE No
SAVING FAITH,

“ 4ll men have not faith” 2 Tress. 11 2,

ONE who should speculatively consider
the force of truth would be disposed to think,
that the ‘evidence of any divine oracle, clearly
presented to the mind, must produce faith.
When the sun shines on anyv man, who has
eyes, can he help believing in the existence

‘and influence of that glorious orb, which rules -

the day? When the truth béams ont his im-
mortal faculties, with rays of clearest light, .
can he remain in unbelief?

Alas! “all men have not falth »  They

‘have eyes, but they are closed; the light of

the glorious gospel is reflected from the face of
Jesus Christ, but they turn away from it, and
love darkness, bécause their deeds are evil, .
In every land, whether itis visited by the
Sun of Righteousness, or remains under the
obscurity of the shadow of death, there are .
many persons * without- Christ, bcmg aliens
to the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world.” Ephe.
pians ii. 12. Even in this assembly there
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may be hearers of the words of life, who haw

never béen renewed in their minds ; for “al
‘men,” to whom the gospel comes, * have notf

faith.” Who are the unhappy individuals!
.Lord, am I one?

It is the design of this discourse to describe
all those persons who dwell in Christian lands, |
without possessing the least degree of saving'
faith. With the poor pagans we have, at |
present, no concern. All who hear the gos:
pel do not believe ; and to-day the question
to be agitated, vespects neither a weak faith,
nor a strong fuaith, but those persons who

“have no faith. Those unhappy children of
the curse, who are not delivered from a state
of condemnation, by the Redeemer, may be
reduced to SIX CLASSES. ~ o

Tue FirsT comprehends all those persons
who discard divine revelation. Not every
one who says, I have no saving faith,” is
without it ; for the tender conscience, from

-fear of fatal delusion, may judge uncandidly;

but every one who openly avows his rejectios.
of the Holy Scriptures is an enemy to Jesus,
and is convicted of infid€lity by his own lips.

: Christ said to the unbelieving Jews, “ye |
are of your father, the devily” “because I'te}f |

you the truth, ye believe me not.” - ¢ He tha '

18 of God heareth God’s words: ye, there- .

fore, hear them not, because ye are not of

God.” John viii. 44, 45,47. To Pilate the
Son of God said, ‘ewvery one that is of the
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trath heareth my voice.” Jobn xviii. 37,

of “The apostle John testifies, saying, * he that
1* knoweth God heareth us; he.that is not of
%! God heareth not us. Hereby know we the
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8pirit of trath and the spirit of error.”

1 Johm iv. 6. '

Those who profess to consider the Bible a
fictitious revelation of the divine will, whe
say that the facts recorded never took place,
and that such a person as Jesus is represent-
ed to be never lived, never died, never
dffered himself to take away sin, plainly de~
clare that they have neither fled to Christ for
a refuge, nor accepted him for their personal

Deliverer. They despise his righteousnessy- _

ot believe that it could avail, only for himself.
No man will rely upon testimony which he
thinks false, and no man will ask of Christ
that salvation, which the unbelieving heart
deems him unable to give. '

“On this subject be not deceived. Many
wish to pass for very good men, and demand

; that you should account them to be heirs of

salvation, when they give the clearest proof
of dishonesty, by resisting the amplest evi-
dence of the authenticity of divine revelation.

God declares that they are not his friends ;"

Christ disowns them; and why should we
receive them, with the acknowledgment, that
they are lavers of the truth? They say con-
cerning themselves, that they have no faith,
and the Spirit of the Lord affirms the same.

N
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In Tue SeconD class of men who haven
saving faith, dre comprehended all persoy
-who are habitually-immoral in their conduc
There is a world, which lieth in wickedness
which is governed by wicked motives, which;
disregards the authority of God ; and which|
- is full of sinful practices. * Whosoever is
born of God overcometh this world: and this’
is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. Who is he.that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus isthe '
Son of Ged?” 1 Johnv. 4, 5. Ifanyom|
has not brought his body and spirit in somt
measure into subjection to Christ, he hagno
faith ; for every one that is a believer isde
livered from the unrestrained reign of sin
Lusts operate within the unbeliever, and he
consénts-to obey them. Never has he made
any serious determination to deny ungodli
ness ; never has he prayed for assistanceto
subdue his sinful passions ; and his appetites, |
like the wind,. take him away. Those who
have faith may occasionally, through the force
of great temptations, commit ‘heinous offen-
ces, but if any one is notoriously vicious, it is )
written with sunbeams, in -characters which
all may read, that the fear of God is not be-
fore his eyes, and that the desire of deliver
ance from sin by Christ, is not in his heart.
‘Those who deliberately consult to perform
the works of the devil, are of the devil; and
by their fruits we know them to be childrn |
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of wrath. No liar, no thief, no drunkard, ne
gluttonous person, no adulterer, no lascivi-
-ous person of any description, no covetous
being, no profane swearer, no murderer; no
person that habitually disregards the Sabbath,
the word, and ordinances of God ; uo child
. of malice, envy, slander and revénge; has
.-eternal life abiding in him. Not one person
who deliberately consents, before the time of
transgression, to do wickedly, and plots mis-
chief on his bed, is a new creature. . Do you
-contrive to be unjust, that you may-inherit
unlawful gain; or do you allow yourself in
unkind actions? . You are immoral in your
‘determinations and actions; you have no
faith in that God, who is the Rewarder of all
.that diligently seek him, who blotteth out the

; --iniquisies of his people, but is the avenger of

-every wrong. The external actions of mea
-are regulated by their internal thoughts,feel-
ings and volitions. ‘Were the openly vicious
-to receive the gift of faith, they. would. per-
ceive thatsin is death ; that the way of trans<
.gressors is hard, that the paths of wisdam
alone are amiable; and would instantaneously
“cease from doing evil. :

When 1 speak of open immorality, let it be
-understood, that the crimes of slander, need-
less contention, consoriousness, and churlish-
ness of deportment, when commonly indulg-
ed, constitute as satisfactory evidence of the
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destitution of faith, as profane discourse, o
lasciviousness. Show me a man, woman,
or child, who daily discovers. dissatisfaction
with the prosperity of others, who delights to
expose faults, who always imputes the worst
of motives, who is gratified with the degre-
dation of the useful, who has the tongue of
Potiphar’s wife, and I will prove that sucha

creature’s character has been formed by the |

corruptions of human nature, and the infle
ence of the devil ; yea, I will prove, that the
Spirit of God has never communicated the
principle of saving faith, has never implant
the smallest sced of holiness. We do not
wish that any should think the malignant, the
wrathful, the allowedly envious, and the self-
approving churl, pious. Of Nabal it wassaid,

¢ he is such a son of Belial that a man cangot !

speak to him.” If any man’s character re:
sembles that of Nabal, if he is a morose, ua-
kind, unmerciful, unthankful beiog, say, at
God will support the declaration, that all such
offenders are destitute of faith in the meck,
compassionate, affectionate, and courteous
Man of Sorrows. -

Tue TuirD class comprehends all thost |

who are merely moral persons. If men pos-
'sess not something more than the exterior of
Christianity, they are of the people, who have
not faith. The body without the Spirit, the
form of Godliness witheut the power, is dead.
Various things may combine to produce what
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the world calls “a good meral character.”
A pious education, bestowed on one of native
suavity and mildness of temper, when united
with that state of society, which makes hones-
ty evidently the best policy, rarely fails to
restrain from disgraceful courses.

That on which man looks, the outward ap-
pearance, may be commendable, while the
heart retains 1ts bitterness against the divine
authority, and while the merely moral person,
being destitute of piety towards God, disre-
gards every secret duty of the firsttable.  He
Is just to man, in all those actions which man
can scrutinize, but at the same time robs God
witheut compunction. ,

If the principal motive for external morali~ .
ty is the favour of man, the epinion of the
world, or the solicitude of friends, and NoT a
sease of obligation to God,.not a love ta
Christ, let it be remembered "chat such good-
ness would change with the times, and will
npt prove the fact of union-to the Lord of
life.  Could men prove this morality, they

. would not find it consistent; and He who

searcheth the -heart will .not approve of any
services which are performed without regard
to his authority.

One of you may come to this house of
prayer, as God’s people come, so far as the
human eye can discern, but if the practice of
others is your law, if you have no pleasure
in the holy Sabbath, if you have no love to



_ ery,and God says, “ ye- have not given me the

~

' because he had great possessions, which he

e | F

the gospel, no satisfaction in the- ordidantes ’
of religion, no desire to be made acquainted
with your duty, and to be strengthened in
your performance of it, know assuredly, that
your religious observances are formality, and
are perfectly consistent with enmity to God.
Many who are regular in their attendance on
public worship, think of the world, while they | -
appear 10 hear of Christ, and deévise mi"schie{ _

when they seem to pray. If your minds comn- |
mune not with God, if ‘they inhale none'of

the consolations which flow from Jesus, the |
‘solemnity of face which I often see is motk-

hcart.” Morality of lifeis productive of mush
good to society, but that faith alone, which
makes us desirousof pleasing God in all things,
embraces the inheritance among all them who |
are justified by the blood of atonement. " |
The amiable young ruler, who could say,
& the whole of the moral law have I observed,
in the view of men, from my childhood; |
what lack I yet?” turned away from Christ

regarded more than eternal life. To another
moral person it was said, ¢ thou art net far
from the kingdom of heaven ;” but we havt |

- no pleasing intelligence that he ever entered

it by faith in the Son of God. '
*  Every person,-who is not more anxious to
please God than man; who is satisfied with ‘

. himself, when he feels that he has no love to -

|
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thaf pure and undefiled religion, which God
alone can duly appreciate, may know, that e
was intended, as well as the habitual drunk.
ard .and thlef when the Apostle sald, “all
men have not faith.”

- Some of these moral persons I have seen,
who despise the contrite suppliant for mercy,
who thiok that the peculiar doctrines of the
gospel, which tend tohumhle man, aré un.
reasonable, and that the frée proffer of par~
don to the chief of sinners is an encourage-
ment to licentiousness. I have known them

‘wrangle with the word of God, because it

does not teach, that such bemgs as them-
selves shall be saved for their morality; and-
that the offender, whom they condemn al-
though he confesses his iniquities, shall be

‘damned, past redemption,

THEY are worthy of salvation, they sup-

* pose, because their lives have fewer percepti-

e — Rt E WS

ble blemishes, than the lives of many, who,
like the publicans and harlots of oli press
into the kingdom of heaven.

Oh! *that we may be delivered from un-
reasonable and wicked men;” who will not
themselves enter heaven by the Saviour of

_sinners, and are unwilling that others should ;

¢« for all men have not faith.”

Tae FourTH class of persons, who are
destitute of saving faith, includes all hypo.
crites.

. H2
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Sinners who really misapprehend their ows
character and situation ought not to be stig:
matxzed as hypocrites. .

- Those persons, and those only who Tor the
imagined advantages of deception profess to
be what they know they are not, deserve this
odious epithet. * Such persons exist ; yeasuch
persons are exalted to honour. They declare

that they believe the Scriptures, that they are
convinced of sin, that they trust m,Chmt,
that they have been converted, that they love |
the Lord’s people, and that they esteem the
~ Sabbath honourable, when they know, in their
minds, that it is not thus with them; and
when their consciences accuse them cf - pub-
lishing lies for their personal aggrandizement.
These deceivers discover more turpitude of
disposition than avowed infidels; and since
the gospel is truth, they, being enemies of the
truth, cannot receive it.

Should any of you profess an attachment to
Jesus, which you know does not exist ; should -
you submit to some of the visible ordinances
of Christianity to make others believe you

. good, or to obtain some place of power;
should you be more anxious to seem Chris-
tians, than to be Israelites indeed, in whom
there is no guile, you would, by such artifices,
make yourselves two-fold more the children
of the devil than you were before. To make
a show of piety, while we feel that we love
‘not the Son of God, is a painful and unpro-
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fitable task, is a fradd which may elude the
vigilance of man for a time, but for which
God will bestow ‘no reward, except that of
stripping off the mask, to present the fiend’s
countenance, a proper object of everlasting
contempt. You may fear that you are hypo-

.crites, as pious people of the greatest candour

frequently do ; but if you defraud men, and
even wish to clude the vigilance of the om.
niscient God, it will prove that you are with-
out the root of piety. ‘¢ Be not as . the hypo-
crites are of a dismal countenance ; for they
disfigure their faces,” and imprison a smile,
which would escape them, that théy may be
thought devout. They. have their reward.
Men, who are more of idiots than themselves,
think well of their religious character ; but

e who feels that all things are naked before

the eyes of Aim with whom we have to do,
prefers the righteousness of Christ, to their
whole wardrobe of dusty cobwebs, pities their
duplicity, and prays that God would give
them repentance. , .
Instead of coafessing his sins, and humbly
looking for a pardon from Christ, sufficiently
broad to covet them all, the hypocrite cloaks
them with lies. ¢ He thatcovereth his sins,”
in this manner, ¢ shall not prosper.” :
“Tae FirrH class of persons who have no
faith includes all who are fatally deluded.
Uudoubtedly some are abandoned to believe
alie, that they might be damned, because they
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. to the law, which he did not owe for himself

- mind may give rational assent to the truth,
-of God ; it-may, at the same time, so pervert

- Jesus a man, or something less than God,

. If you believe that the Son of God was inca.

- your righteousness, your strength, and all

100

have pleasure in unrighteousness. - That de
lusion I call fatal, which, if continued und
death, must present the miserable man before}
the door of heaven to cry, ¢ Lord, Lord,
open to me;” and to hear the Lord from}
within say, “ I know you not, depart from!
me.” The charms of the adversary are
sometimes broken, before the time of grace -
has clapsed ; but he who is under their influ.
ence cannot be savingly united to the Head |
of the charch. : v
Fatal delusions not unfrequently arise from
the pride of reasoning. The unsanctified

that the scriptures were given by inspiration
the testimony of the MostHigh, as to accouat
mighty to save, by rendering that obedience

One who is under this delusion cannot look
to Jesus as the author and finisher of faith,

pable of ¢ bringing in everlasting righteous-
ness,” you cannot receive him as the Lord

your salvation. Men who cannot compre:
hend their own being, reject the Aneinted of
the Lord, because they cannot fathom the
mysteries of God manifest in the flesh.

- To them no less than to the Jews and
Greeks, is HE a Rock of offence, which they
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strive’ to remove, or undermine and bury
by criticism, because they have stumbled on
¢ty and are broken, but it returns upon them in
their works, to grind them to powder. . ..

" Another fatal delusion is that of supposing
our own personal righteousness sufficient for
our acceptance in the day of judgment. If
any one thinks to plead what he has done, or
what he has not done, as the ground of his
acceptance, or the reason for the remission of
his sins, he attempts to establish his .own

" righteousness, and does not submit to the

righteousness of God. While a man’s pride,
or ignorance of the spirituality of the law, al-
lows him to think that he has done his duty,
or by some meritorious actions has made sat»
isfaction for his deficiences, he will never re-
sort to the Saviour of sinners. If one can
save himself by prudence, benevolence, or ’
reformation, what néed has he of redemption .
by another? No delusion is more common
than this. If you do not feel, that you have
no goodness of heart, no excellence of charac-
ter, which can save you from hell, you are
without the least degree of saving faith.
Another delusion, not less fatal, is that of
trusting to a crucifix, to an image of Christ,
to ceremonies of human invention, insteaq of
reposing the guilty soul upon the merits of the
Saviour. The delusion, which those are un«
der, who expect to be saved through the mer-
it of their convictions, terrors, and devotional
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exercises, is of the same family, and effectu-
ally excludes him who died for sinners, from
the office of meritorious Deliverer. Of other
errors, which frequently destroy the souls of
infatuated men, I have time only to say,
* beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God; because
many false prophets are gome out into the
world.” '

TrEe s1xTH class of persons, who have no
saving faith, comprehends all those, who are
absolutely destitude of all the other Christian
graces. Faith never exists alone. It is the
most luminous star in a vast constellation.
All the graces may not be discovered at the
same moment, but they all exist together in
the renewed mind. Some cloud may cover
a part of the *“ milky way” from the naked

. €ye, but the stars which compose it are not

blotted out of existence. The man, however,
who has not faith, has NoT onE of the gracea
of the Spirit; he is * free from righteous~
ness ;”’ and there cannot be found in him oNg
good thing towards the Lord God of Israel.
Where you find one truly pious affection,
you may expect more, and will not be deceive
ed ; but where some one beside faith mani.
fests not itself, conclude that faith itself is
wanting. - It is the nature of faith to produce
Hore; for if any one believes that all good
things are treasured in Jesus, and that he
shall become a partaker of them, he will hope,

S
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until the actual possession comes. We al-
ways hope for that which we believe to be
both desirable and obtainable. The existence
of hope, therefare, will frequently prove that
faith previously existed ; even as fruit pre-
sents to the mind evidence that the tree which
prodiced it must have had a previous being.
. Examine your own miads, my hearers, and
if .you find no hope that eternal life, the love
of God, and the triendship of Jesus, shall be

your portion, you may positively decide that .

you are destitute of faith. .
Search, also, for the grace of EVANGELICAL
REPENTANCE, and if you find within your-

selves no regret that you have sinned against
your merciful God and Redeemer, no desire .

to abstain from ungrateful conduct in future,
no feeling of displeasure at yourselves for
vileness, wo hatred of transgression which
does not arise from fear of punishment, youn
.paust come to the same melancholy conclue
sion. L

Love has no existence in the man who is
destitute of faith. He caonot affirm, with
-truth, that he ever felt his affections drawn
forth towards his God. He never felt him-
self pleased, when God is honoured. From
attachment to Jesus, he was néver grieved at

the dishonour done to Christ’s cause. Should -

any man abuse the character of an earthly
fricnd whom he loves, he would be indignant ;

-
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but he knows nothing of holy displeasure with
sin, because he is not a friend of God. 1
~ Love induces us to please the object of that] «
passion, even at the expense of many personal
gratifications, but the man without faith, never
makes it his business to please God, by imitat- |
ing the example ot his Son. !
Love to mapkind is inseparably connected |
with devotion to God. If we take pleasure |
in our Creator, we shall in his creatures ; and |
if we love the Redeemer, we shall love his
redeemed ones. Ifthen you have no sincer
desire of doing good, as you have opportuni
ty ; if you do not wish to be useful in the
world ; if you ate without compassion for the
abandoned ; if you feel no complacency in the
good ; if you are destitute, entirely, of meek-
ness, forbearence, patience, ‘and beneficence,
you are separated from Christ, you are “none
of his.” Where there is no active goodness,
there is no efficient faith. - Would you be sat-
isfied, were you to do no good? Then you
have not the spirit of Christa. - :
" To enumerate all the Christian graces,
which, under different forms, present them-
selves, would require volumes. Itis enough
for us to know, that the pious person is a fol-
lower of Jesus, and will, in the changing
scenes of life, exemplify, with different de-
grees of light, all the shades of the Christian
character.  Where .this is wholly wanting
there is not the feeblest faith in Jesus Christ. |

»
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The subject, which has been considered,

may, by serious, personal APPLICATION, .
be useful to all my hearers. It may ultimately
be of benefit to them, if they should come to
opposite conclusions. Some of you should
Teason thus, with yourselves: “ We do not
reject the scriptures; we do 70t consent to
immorality of life ; we do not belong to the
class of merely moral persons; we are not
hypocrites ; we are not fatally deluded with
the belief that any thing but the blood of
Christ can save us; we are not completely
destitute of hope, evangelical repentance, and
love ; therefore, we ate noT of the number of
persons who have No FarTH. We must take
our place with those wHo HAVE No faith, or
with -those wHO HAVE somk faith. Since,
then, we are not of the first class, we are of
the second, and must cherish the persuasion
that we are believers.” In this manaer some
timid souls may be brought to the admission
of the truth conceming themselves, and may
be induced to give God thanks for the inesti-
mable gift of saving faith.

The other conclusion, to which the personal
application of our discourse must bring per-
sons, is an alarming one ; but the conviction
‘that we are lost, must precede tge t-eception
of a Saviour.

Some of you should reason thus:

I .

b4
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“ We-reject the Holy Scriptures; or, live
in the allowed practice of some known sins;
or, have nothing but the show of morality ; or,]
make professions of religian which we know}
to be false ; or, lightly esteem Christ, rest
satisfied with our own obedience, and are well
pleased with our own hearts : or, we possess
no hope of heaven, no desire to be holy, 1o .
regret for past offences, no love which binds |

- our affections to Jesus, no love to mankind; &
and therefore have not faith,”” This reason *
1,

L e vt

ing must be true; and either the first or the
second course of reasoning is applicable to
_every hearer. If you have no faith, consider
" your situation. You have no promise of par-
don, no présent peace of conscience, no pros-
pect of heaven. God is not your friend, but
your unreconciled enemy. Jesus Christ does
n6t acknowledge you. The pious cannot a-
count you joint-he¢irs with themselves to the
blessed world. You have no warrant to be-
lieve that God will prolong your day of grace;
and you may_die, immediately. Should you
. be taken away, in. your present state, the

devil would claim you as his subjects, and -
you would enter into that world, where hope,
“peace, friendship and consolation never enter:
“The gate to hell opens only inward, and nont
can return. ~ Between the ‘state of misery and
happiness there is no communication. = Not
éne angel of light, not one saint in glory can
fly across the horrible gulf which lies between.
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Before Jehovah shall say, “I am weary with
repenting,”’ and sgal your doom, O consider,
be wise, believe, accept of salvation, antici-
pate heaven, be prepared for death, and when
death shall come, enter into glory. AMEN.

SERMON VI

THE INCREASE OF FAITH,

% Increase our faith.” kuke xvir 5.

- THE Pharisees, ¢ who were covetous,”
when they heard our Saviour’s parable of the
unjust steward, and felt the pangs of self-con.
demnation, vented their malignant emotions
in ridicule. ¢ They derided him,” they at-
tempted to banter the Lord of Glory:

Christ was a man, and could feel when in-

~sulted: he was God, and had a right to take

vengeance, but mstcad of resenting the af.
front, he continued to teach the perverse, by
repeating the affecting story of the rich man
and Lazarus.

When he had concluded his discourse to
the Pharisees, he turned to Ais disciples, with
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¥
such salutary‘instruction as this: ¢ offences
will occur, but beware of giving needless
offence ; beware of exposing others to fall;
and if others trespass against you, and profess |
repentance, forgive them. Yea, ifYhy byoth- |
er trespass against thee, my disciple, seven
times in a day, and scven times in a day tur ‘
to thee, saying, ‘ I repent,’ thou shalt forgive
hjm.” ' S '
" The twelve. Apostles‘f‘\ad expected their |
Lord to punish his enemies, and could scarce: |.
ly believe that this meek Jesus was the Kiog
of Zion. They felt too, that his lesson of
mercy -and forbearance was hard for human
nature to learn. Under these ¢ircumstances:
. they “said unto the Lord, ¢Increase our
faith.” ” . -
This was a prayer for the increase of faith,
which proceeded from faith, for had the apos-
tles been destitute of the saving belief of the
truth as it is in Jesus,. they would have de-
serted their Master. Their petition implied
a persuasion that Jesus is ¢ the author and
finisher of faith,” that he had bestowed on
them a weat faith, and that he could increase
it in vigour. Men do not ask for that which
they know cannot be given ; they do not pray
for faith, without believing, in some feeble
manner at least, that God is able and willing
~ *to confer on them the mercy which they seek.
This prayer of the apostles, who were thez
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children in divine. things, has’ been ndopted ’
by sincere believers in every age, :
It pleases the Spirit of God to open the
eyes of the blind, so that they see divine
things in a new light. They discover, what
they could wot discern before, that they are

; lost sinners, who stand in need of a Saviour

- to deliver them from hell. They perceive

that God would be just in pupishing them for
their ingratitude, their want of love to him,
and their neglect of duty, as well as for their
positive transgressions. It is then discover-
ed to them, that they who have ¢ come ,short
-of the glory of God,” and cannot save them-
selves, may find salvation in Jesus Christ,
They believe that Christ has actually lived on
the eartlt, and died for sinners; fare firmiy
persuaded that God intends to save men by
the Redeemer ; and do actually desire to be
delivered from sin and the punishment of it,
by the Son of God. They see that it is an
evil thing to sin against the justand mer.
ciful Jehovah, and desire to be made holy.
In the very act of desiring to bé saved by |
Christ, and to be made holy through the Spi-
rit, the sinner evinces the existence of saving
faith. He had no power to desire sanctificas
tion, salvation, and the enjoyment of the

-divine favour, before he was renewed in the

spirit ‘of his mind : but when God had made .
him a new creature, he had such spiriwual
12 .
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_views and desires as were unknown to. hin
~ before ; and then was begua the work of faith,
which God will carry on to perfection, Re
generation puts every faculty of the human
- mind into the state which is requisite for the
performance of right actions..

The renewed person, however, does nat
always think that his conviction of his own
helplessness and depravity, his discovery of
Christ’s” character, and his desire of deliver-
ance by him alone, imply fgth in the Lord |;
Jesus. Ye# to desire Christ for a Saviour,
to confide in him as such, and will to be saved
hy him, are the same, as feeing to him for
help, as receiving him, looking to him, going
to him, and ¢rusting.in him ; which are some
of ‘the principal acts .of saving faith, and al-
ways proceed from the spiritual belief of the
fact, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners. ’ » o

In the infancy of faith, the young Christian
desires to be converted, and' wonders how.
regenerated hearts feel. He prays that God
would convince him of sin, make him feel his
own misery, and give him a new heart. God

. answered him before he asked asfistance, or
the sinner would never have received this
Spirit of prayer. - -God has given him a new
heart, and it is that new heart which gries for
the graces of ‘the Spirit, humiliation; peni-
tence, and faith. . Without admitiing that
th:y have any effectual belief of the truth, the

—_ - P
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language of those who have'lately passed
from death to life is, “ O Lord, increase our
faith; make -us believe firmly thy word;
make us%ely on the promises of thy grace.”

Believers, who have g#wa in the know-
ledge of God, and know that they have some

“faith, frequesntly address the same petition to

heaven. They can say, * Lord, we believe ;
pardon our remaining unbelief, and make us
strong in faith, giving glory to God.”  Such
prayers are inspired by the Holy Spirit, who
teaches us to pray, and makes intercession for
every believer. Such prayers will assuredly
be answered ; for He is faithful who has said,
¢ ask and it shallbe given you ;”” “draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you ;” ¢ they
shall call on my name, and I will hear them ;

I will say, ¢ Itis my people,” and they shall | v

say, ¢ The Lord is my God.””* Yes, « eve-

. ry one, that asketh, receiveth; and he -that

seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh, it
shall be opened.” -
No prayer, which came from a new heart,
and which was excited by the Holy Spirit,
was ever disregarded. Those who pray for
grace have sgme grace already, and shall have
more. The petition, * Lord, increase our
faith,” never procecded from -the heart in
vain. God does give grace for grace, and
faith for faith. * He honours the work of the

¢ Matt. vii. 7, 8. .James . 8. Zech, xiii, 9. . -
- &
¥
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Spirit; who makes the heirs of glory ay,
¢ Abba, Father.” . :
In what manner God will answer the sup
Pplication for faith cannet be previowsly deter
' mined by aoy Christian, because the divine
resources are inexhaustible, and his applica:
tion of them vagious. The means, however |’
by which God cbmmonly increases faith, are "
described in the holy Scriptures, and are wel |

known to skilful' Christians. They hav L :

sought to know.them as the benevolent phy.
sician ‘seeks for healing plants, or the miser !
for hidden treasure, and having found them,
- are desirous of imparting their information
~ for the benefit of others, o
Let the weak in faith know, then, that God
is able to make them stand ; that if they pray
¢ increase our faith,” he will make them
flourish, ultimately, in every grace. They
are * trees of righteousness,” whosé leaves
shall never fade, whose branches shall never ¢
wither, whose fruits shall ripen and endure
for ever. To accomplish this the suitatle |
means are made effectnal,  Christ usually it~ &
creases the faith of his people,
L. By training them to devotional habits.
No sooner is a sinner renewed than he feels
a disposition to pray, from a knowledge of
his own wants, and of the divine f\'z‘ncss. He
is persuaded that he wants much, and that
. God has much to give ; for he hears the com
mandment and premise, ¢ open thy mouth -
. : :
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. wide, and I will fill it.” He wants pardon,
peace, joy in the Holy One, and all the bles-
sings of heaven. These God has to bestow.

p The first petition usually offered, is similar to

p that of the contrite publican, who, standing

. afar off, smote' upon his breast, crying, ** God

¥ be merciful to me a sinner.”  Before convic-

. viction and regeneration this same sinner may

™ have repeated the words of supplication, and
"g.vmay have desired natural good ; but he never

“desired spiritual blessings before God made
" him a spiritual person. Once, praying was
" mere formality, the result of fear, or of a pious
education ; but now, the youth who formerly
said prayers to please an earthly parent, prays
from a desire to please our Heavenly Father.

He who had no desires after God, now wish-

i es God to be his friend and Christ his Saviour.
» The soul is constrained to cry unto God;
from a seesation of need, and a belief that he
can supply all our wants. It is Jesus who
gives such convictions and such feelings, and
by continuing them, causes us to alquire the
habit of prayer. )
I HasziT is formed by repeated use; and

because God convinces his children that
i they ought always to pray, and causes them
k' to experience satisfaction and profit in
{ praying, they continue in supplications till
+ they. form the habit of drawing near to
I him. The young Christian resolves, that
¢ by divine assistance he will be devout, will
e, :
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call on God, and will make prayer a partd
the bnsiness of every day. Some are induce
to form the habit of praying in particula
places, and some, of addressing short petif
tions to God in almost every place.- The
_regular occurrence of stated seasons for de.
votional exercises has a very desirable effect;:
and I may venture to affirm, that almost every!
believer, acquires the habit of calling on his
' God, at least, in the morning and evening. |
By going to God in prayer, we at the sam¢ &
time obtain the habit of trasting in him ; eval §
as children, acquire strong confidence in1f
parent by habitually presenting to him their
requests. In prayer God is pleased to meet
us, and make us know him more perfectly.
The habit of prayer, is such a state of mied!
as predisposes us to thoughts of God, of his
relationt to us, of our necessities, of his mer-
cies, and to suitable addresses to the thron!
of grace. These thoughts of God are the ]
" means of our believing more firmly his wotd;
" for the more we thipk of him, the more wt '

shall know of the divine faithfulness, whict}’

is the sole foundation of faith in his testimo* '
nies. The truth of these rematks will notbe *
doubted by any believer, who seriously looki
back upon the time when he began to leant

how to pray in sincerity. Then he felt as2

l
'
|
|
[

child, he thought and spake like a child ; but

now he has more freedom in prayer, becasst
God answered his infant cries, by increasing

k4
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his faith.  'When he first prayed to God, he
could scarcely believe that God would hear
, and answer; but now, through the habit of
trusting his Father, he has become so strong

1 as to say, “I know whom I have believed,
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and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed to him against that
day.” 2 Tim.i. 12. Young bélievers trem-
ble when they begin to .commune with Jeho-
vah, feel some reluctance to bend their knees

" befare the Father, and almost think it a shame

for themselves to speak to God, because they
cannot easily be persuaded that they pray as

sinners ought. Let them continue to pray,

and God will teach them that he is no tyraat,
but a covenant Father, to whom they may
come with holy boldness, and frankly confess
all their transgressions.

IL. Christ frequently increases the faith of
his people by giving thein some evident answer
to their intercessions.

Itis not the unhappy lot of believers at all
times, to “ ask and receive not, because they
ask amiss.” They frequently pray for things
which are’ pleasing to God, and can say with
the psalmist, “I love the Lo:d for he hath
‘heard my cry.” Inthe present llfe, believers
are -well assured, that God does hear kis

-children, for they have waited for him, and
¥ have seen the salvation of God.

The immediate effect of a sensible answer
to prayer is such as we might expect. It
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makes the person, wHo has evidence of bei;
heard, more strong in his 'confidence, 2
more ready to believe in future, because ea
answer to prayer affords new evidence of th
divine veracity. “Has God promised
the believer will say. % He has also perform!
ed, for I made supplication, and he has grat;
ed my request, according to his word.” Ifi
any one' frequently grants me favours, ad;
promises to grant-me more, his past kindoes;
to me is a pledge that I shall pot be dissp
pointed. - -~ -g ‘
That prayer which is commonly answere,
to the increase of our faith, is fervent, bul
humble; is anxious but not desponding, and
usually is persisted in, until the desired objec
be obtained. . Jacob wrestled with -the angl|
Jehovah, and obtained. a blessing.. Washe:
not, think ‘you, more firmly persuaded o
God’s mercy, after he was. answered, tha:
" before he made supplication? Would henot,’
from a firmer belief that God hears prayen|
than he formerly possessed, intercede with;
the Lord more fervently than others; whoy
had enjoyed less evident tokens of grace?t; ‘
Moses prayed ;  God granted his request, s
it made him. more confident in the God of
his salvation. ¢ Hope deferred maketh tht !
heart sick : but when the desire cometh it is8 ! |
|
i

»
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tree of life.” Prov. xiii. 12. The answerd
prayer gives rise to-new hopes, new desirc:
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new prayers, and a strong belief, that if we

ask aright, we shall receive.

Young Christians are prone to address a
God, afar off; and rarely take the pains to
examine, at any future time, whether they
have been heatd. If some answer is granted
too palpable to be mistaken, they are astonish-
ed that God should have heard ; astonished
that God should have performed his gracious
promises. Suth an unexpected answer makes
them believe more firmly in God’s words, in
future, and they learp that he is a God nigh
them, who is more ready to-give spiritual

- blessings than any of his people to ask them.

~ Perhaps there are no faveurs which the

. believer supplicates, after the pardon of his

" own sins, with more ardour, than the graces
~ of faith, repentance, hope, and love, for his
friends and relatives. When God sends his

~ Holy Spirit to convince and convert one, who

is near and dear to us, whose salvation has
long been the desire of our hearts, then we
can rejoice exceedingly, and take courage.
Then we believe more readily than before,
that wrestling Jacobs shall prevail with God ;

. and that the Great Head of the Church is

mighty to save. Has the husband long inter-
ceded with God for his wife, or the wife for
her husband? And has the prayer of faith
been graciously rewarded? How sweet is
 the consolation; how great the gratitude of
3 : ‘
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the person who is heard ; how firm his future
trust in God! If any thing will tend to in.
crease our faith in God, surely, next to our
own conversion, the regeneration of those for
whom our souls ¢ travail until Christ be form-
ed in them,” will produce that effect.

Souls are given in answer to prayer, to be
seals of faith, as well as seals of evangelical
preaching; and I doubt not some present
can affirm, “if we have desired our own sal-
vation, we have fervently prayed for some te
whom our souls have been knit by an iovisi-
ble hand. We have gighed for them, while
they were thoughtless, we have wet our couch

~with tears, while they refused to pray for
themselves ; and thanks be unto God, he hasg
not suflered us to plead in vain.”” The wife
has beeg the means of saving her husband,
the husband his wife, parents their children,
children their parents, the friend his associate ;
and all have been made stronger in faith, by
the enjoyment of the mercies which they
sought.

III. Christ increases the faith of his people,
by promoting their doctrinal knowledge. Much
knowledge of revealed truth may exist where
there is no faith, but faith canoot exist and
become- strong without the increase of scrip~
tural information. When any person has
been taught so much of divine truth as is
absolutely essential to his believing on the
Lord Jesus Christ, he becomes anxious te-

1
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know more than will barely suffice for spirit-
ual existence. - He desires * the sincere milk
of the word, that he may grow therehy.”
‘This holy desire is a prayer, which God 2n-
swers. It is so ordered in infinite goodness,
that those who have begun to know the Lord,
by the hearing of the word may go on, untll
they -arrive at the stature of perfect men in
Jesus. When any, who enjoy the common
means of religious information, believe to the
saving of the soul, they begin to search the
Scriptures, and behold what they never could
discover before. Many passages, which were
enigmatical, become plain; and much which
was shrouded in darkness becomes luminous
as the sun. It shines upon them, displaying
its own splendour, and assisting them to dis-

~ cover the glories of contiguous parts of the

system. Let the sinner learn by spiritual
perception, that God is in Christ reconciling

* the world to himself, and this glorious truth

will chase away the shades which in his mind
overcast many of the glorious doctrines of
the Gospel.

- In proportion as a believer’s knowledge in-
ereases so will his faith increase, for faith is
an eye, and truth is the light which is conge-
nial to its nature. Such is the constitution of
the human mind, that he who isgpot an idiot,
cannot help believing, that all the parts are
‘equal to the whole, so soon as the proposition
is fairly explained‘to him; and such also is
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. the frame of the renewed mind, that w
divine truth is presented plainly it will p
ceive and believe it. )

When any one is renewed by the Spirit
God, he will listen to the preaching of
gospel, be thankful for the institution of
ministry of reconciliation, and feel ash
never felt before, that he has an immene]
‘personal interest in it. He will become f
of the conversation of the pious, and fre
them derive explanations ef dark passagsj
Religious books, judiciously selected,
carefully perused, will add to his stock
saving knowledge. - Meditation will end
him to digest what he has gathered fro
varions sources, and when he, can combi
many doctrines in their natural connexion)
that will appear order which once was conly
sion. The weak believer looks. upon th
fragments of a temple; but when he shil
have a more extensive view of the whole,li
belief of the wisdom of the architect will be
come unwavering.

IV. Christincreases the faith of his peopt
by communion with ene another, upon prac
subjects. So soonasa person is born of 6ol
he wishes to know something more perfed
about the work of the Spirit on the hum
mind. He may have this desire, and mayk|
anxious on this subject, without knowingth#
he believes ; but the Spirit of God has tai?
of some of the things of Christ, and has sho*

/ !
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ed them unto him, or he would not have thig
spiritual thirst for practical knowledge. This

‘natural desire of social intercourse, and of

knowing how believers feel, God has made
provision to gratify in ordinary cases, by
making it pleasant to all Christians to com- -
municate in divine things. How ofteh have
pious young persons wished others to con-

- verse with them about the things of Jesus;
' and how often have the hearts of older Chris-

tians burned within them, while they kept
silence on the subject of personal religion,
from fear of disgusting the youthful mind,
which might not have a taste for divine’ mer-
cies! ‘When this mutual desire is known, it
produces the commingling of congenial souls.
The tongues of both are loosed, and Christ
meets them in their conversatlon, while at
home, and when abroad.

Then one of little falth who does notknow

“that he has been born of God, learns how

other Christians have reasoned, believed,
felt, and chosen, and is instructed to bring
the experience of .every heart to the test of
the word of God. Then the young learn not
to graduate . their views and feelings by those
of their fellow-men, but by the perfect stand-

.ard;. for each may have experienced the

communications of grace, in a different man-

ner, and in different degrees. Ye who were

before me in Christ, tell me what you know
. K 9 . .
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of Christ; tell me what you have seen, anl
felt, and tasted, of the divine mercy, butd
not attempt to make me believe that all the
children of the same family -have precisely
the same face. They all have ears to hear,
- eyes to see, and tongues to speak ; they all
have.the same parts of the frame divine, but
no two of them are perfectly similar, Eve !
so is it in the household of faith, Our reli
gious experiences may be alike in many re
spects, but one may not say, ¢ because I have
not had such deep conviction, such dreadfl
fears, such lively joy, such serenity of soul,
such sudden transports, such an evident
change, as others, therefore I am not a Chris
tian,” for no two precious stones in the spirit
ual temple have the same location, or were
designed, in the system of grace, to have
precisely the same use. Pt
V. Christ increases the faith of his people
by communing with them in the sealing ordi
nances of the New Testament. If any have
believed with the heart, and professed. faith
with the mouth, the Great Head of the
Church will come in to them, when they ar¢
seated at his feast, and sup with them, and
they with him. He will be with them, whes
they receive the ordinance of baptism for
themselves, or «for their children, and give

them the prayer of faith for the sprinkling
the blood of Jesus, and the washing of reger
eraticn.  Christians have found these ordi

™
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; nances of use to them, and will attest that
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they have been instructed by those objects of
sense which were set apart from a common
to a sacramental use. If ever Jesus present-
ed himself to the soul, and made the sipner
feel that a Saviour is precious, he has fre-
quently done it in the Lord’s Supper. Reflect,
believers on the past, and you will say, « in
those ordinances, we have made and renewed
vows, which have had a benign effect on our
life'; and if ever we solemnly covenanted
with Christ for our eternal life, we did it,
when we partook of his body, which was
broken, and of his blood which was shed for
the remission of sins.” The frequent recur-
rence of these ordinances, more than any
thing else, except the preaching of the word,
induces serious self-examination, and insti-
gates the child of God to dedicate his soul and
body, renewedly, to him who died for sin-

" mers, that they might live unto God.

- VL Christ increases the faith of his peo-
ple by sanctifying to their souls the various
dispensations of his providence. It is Christ
who governs the world, and disposes of all
events. He sends his children prosperity,
and causes it to make them strong in his
grace. When some temporal or spiritual
mercy is granted, for which they have long
sought, they have clear evidence that God
careth for them; and firmly believe that he

.openeth his hand to supply their wants. By

s
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merciful vipitations God excites their grat.

" tude, and inspires them with confidence. 'In
the hour of sanctified prospexity they can
sing with DaviM, ¢ because thy loving-kind:
ness is better. than life; my lips shall praise
thee. Thus will I bless thee while Iive; |
will lift up my hands in thy name. .My sol:
shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness: |
and my mouth shall praise thee with joyfil}
lips;; when I remember thee upon. my bed, {

- and meditate on thee in the night watches
Because thou hast been my help, thereforein |
the shadow of thy wings will I'rejoice. My
goul followeth hard after thee.” Ps. Ixiii.

So long, however, as sin has any ‘influence
over the believer, he will be liable to insensi-
bility from a long continued series of prosper
ous events. No €hristian, while any part of
his fallen nature remains, could bear uninter
rupted gratification. - The most distinguish-
ed favours, if not acccmpanied by some trials,
would be soon lightly esteemed. What fal
len man is habitually thankful for the light,
air, water, and heat, which are essential tohis
animal life? They are common blessing
and are therefore disregarded. Alas! weart
such sinful beings, that we must be afflicted;
and Christ in his great mercy sanctifies tribu-
lation to our increase in faith.

He sends sickness to make us’ grateful t0
him for health, and takes away our enjoy
ments for a time, that we may believe in him,




125

and look to him for every perfect gift. Many
are chosen, and many refined, in all their
Christian graces, in the furnace of affliction.

Do you behold a Christian whom prosperi-
ty has rendered careless? His faith is on the
wane. That smiling face shall be changed to
saduess, for alittle time, and he shall find it
good for God’s children to be afflicted. Mark
the uplifted hand! It falls upon a child ; and’
the language of our Heavenly. Parent to the
bereaved is, “little children keep yourselves
from idols.” When we are made to feel our
desert of punishment, when we thus judge,
that if we were not sinners we should not be
thus troubled, then we return unto God, from
whom we have wandered ; then we contem-
plate his covenant faithfulness; which is dis-
played in our chastisement, and believe anew,
that Jesus Christ died for sinners, and that
God will not leave his people to destroy them.
selves. , }

In the course of divine providence, believ-
ers are allowed to suffer from strong tempta-
tions. This method of increasing faith may
seem severe ; but it is effectual. 'When any
one has become remiss, and thinks little of
his Redeemer, Satan is allowed to come with
insinuations and accusations, and Satan, who
will be blind to the power of Christ, and who
cannot search the Christian’s inmost soul,
brandishes his scorpions in confidence of vic-
tory. If there is any devil, (and the word of

[
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God assures us that he goeth about, seeking
whom he may devour,) the impious thoughts
which, uncalled, obtrude into the believer’s
mind, are his work. Many believers in Je-
sus, sometimes have thoughts which they

hate, that the word of God is all a fiction, and £

that faith in Christ is useless. The preacher,
and many-of his hearers are not strangers to
such devices. Some eminently pious per
" sons have been troubled -with -suggestions
which make them shudder, when they recol-
lect them; but God grants deliverance, and
then the happy soul trusts, more firmly thas
ever, in him, who delivers the bird from the

snare of the fowler. Satan desired to have -

Peter, that he might sift him like wheat. He
did sift him, and after his shameful fall, Peter
was a more grateful and exemplary believer
than he would have been; had not-Jesus look-
ed him into bitter repentance for temporary

apostacy. Job was tempted by the devil}and’

the most patient of men cursed his birth-day.
The trial, nevertheless, was so ordered, that
Job saw more of his own wicked heart, and
hated sin, while he loved his REDEEMER,
more than ever. Ifany Christian, through
his own negligence, is allowed to fall into
great sin, and the Lord is pleased to recover
him, he will know more of the remission 0
sins, more highly prize the doctrine of substi-
sution, and cleave to the Saviour with a more

e
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humble and adhesive faith in his sufﬁcxency
to save the chief of sinners.

O my Ged, be pleased to increase our faith
in some other way than this ; but if we shamex
" fully backslide, enable us to say, *‘he has

brought us out of deep waters, and firey trials :.

he has brought us to his fold again.” May

each sinner of us, when reclaimed, declare,
with the psalmist, ¢thou tellest my wander-

ings ; put thou my tears into thy bottle : are

they not in thy book 2 ¢ Thou hast deliver-
- ed my soul from death ; wilt thou not deliver

my feet from falling, that I may walk before
" God in the light of the living > Ps. Ivi.

The whole of this discourse is practical,
‘and you will anticipate the exhortation. Say
unto the Lord, ¢ increase our faith.,” Atthe
same time make use of all the proper means
for securing the object for which you suppli-
cate at the throne of grace. Form the habit
of prayer ; acquire doetrinal and practical in-
formation, on all religious subjects, by search.
ing the Scriptures, by communing with the
samts, and by a diligent attention to all divine
ordinances.

Wait patiently, and look attentively for an
answer to your prayers. In the day of pros-

- perity, rejoice with pious exultation in the
divine goodness. Inadversity consider. Seck
to gain advantage from every temptation,

-which you experience; and when you are
delivered, acknowledge God your Deliverer.
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When you overcome Satan in any contest,
shout, it is Christ who gives us the victory :
itis the Author of our faith, who increases it,
and will perfect it.” Even so do, Lord Jesus.
AMEN.

"SERMON VIL

- .

THE OBJECT, MEANS, AND USE OF FAITH.

% These are written, that ye might believe that
Fesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing, ye might have life through his
name.” Joun xx. 31.

THE author of the Epistle tg the He-:
brews speaks * of them that believe to the
saving of the soul.”® This act of believing
we call saving faith. Any other act of faith,
however holy, because the act of a renewed
man, is not thus distinguished? for as Jesus
is superior to all other objects contemplated
by the mind in believing, so is faith in Him
more excellent than any other belief concern-
ing any other subject; and that particular act

* Hebrews 1. 39.



129

of faith by which we are united to Him ought

to be known by a discriminating epithet. -

The words which have been selected for
the foundation of the present discourse, natu-
rally lead to a consideration ef THE OBjECT,
‘MEeAns, anD Use or Faira.

I. Every act of the mind in believing must
have an ogjecT ; for he who believes, must
believe something. That upon which any

particular act of faith terminates is its object.

Hence there may be as many objects as there
are acts of believing, unless two or more acts
of faith regard one object. This however is
the fact, and the testimony of God, that he
made the world, may be to ten thousand im-
pénitent sinners the object of an indefinite
number of acts of historical faith.

But inquity is made concerning the object
of SAVING ‘/bith, whether it be one truth, or
one class of propositions, or the whole testi-
mony contained in the Bible, or the record in
‘particular which God has given of his Son?
If we affirm that it is one truth, it will be de-
manded of us, ¢ is it not a gracious act to be-
lieve, as every child of God does, the trath
concerning many subjects 2’ If we say, that
it is the whole testimony of God contained in
the Bible, we shall be met by the exclamation,
* who, then, can be saved !”

Here it 8cems necessary to fix in our minds
a distinction between that act of Lelieving by

L v
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‘which we are actively unitedto Christ, by
which “ the Spirit applieth to us the redemp
tion purchased by Christ,” and by which w

" are justified, from every other act of faith

-

which is performed in the Spirit of holiness
Before the act of which I speak is performedk
by the human mind, the sinper is not a men- |

ber of Christ’s mystical body, has no actul 2
interest in the purchased redemption, and i

pot justified, but condemned ; whereas tht

_moment after it is performed, and before anj

other act of believing has existence, the samt
sinner is a member of the Redeemer’s body,

"has an interest in the redemption by his blocd,

and is as completely justified as he will bein
the day of judgment. By the covenant er!
gagement of God, the person thus believing,

"should he not live to perform any other men-

tal operation, shall be saved. This, I repeat,

it, is the act of saving, of justifying faih; X
and any other mental operation which isof

the same nature and terminates on the same
object, bears the same name.  Let howevt
the object be changed, and any -act of belier
ing performed subsequently to our actud
union to Jesus Christ, and performed through
the influence of the Holy Spirit, I would de
nominate Aoly faith, or the faith of God’s pe

le. Of this last description of faith, th

~ divine testimony that God will never leas

his children, or that all thidgs work togethtt

for gocd to them that love Him, or any otht

~-
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commen statement of the Bible, maywge the
object; and if the child of God believes in

the wisdom of Providence, the excellence of -

.the divine character, or the equity of the
.counsels of Jehovah, let him know that he is
the agent of a holy act through the Spirit.

There is however a specially important and

glorious class of statements, contained in the .

wvolume of the Redeemer’s biography, which
s exalted abbve all other propositions ; and
on the necessity of giving our assent to some
one of this class Jehovah repeatedly insists.
:Not to believe a proposition of this descrip-
gion is considered by the God of heaven as
.the highest affront to himself, and as the

essence of all sin, «He shall reprove the world

of sin, because they believe not on me.” You
.cannot be ignorant of the class to which I re-

Aer ; for Jesus Christis the substance of them.

‘You must all have perceived that the scrip~

¢ _tures insist on the belief of the truth as it is in

Fesus, more frequently, and by urging more
powerful inducements than in any other por-
tion of the word of God. One part of the
‘Bible is indeed as true, and as worthy of

- credit as another ; but all the truth contained

in it is not so important, for the sinner’s wel-
fare, and the glory of God as this, that Christ
Fesus came into the world to save sinners; or
this, that ¢ Jesus is the Christ, the Son of

: God ;” and that « the blood of Jesus Christ

his Son cleanseth us from allsin.” - The text




D

132

proves that some such proposition as one
these is the object of saving faith; for th
sole object of the apostle John in writing hi
gospel, so far as man was regarded, was thiy
zhat men might belicve that Fesusis the Chrit
the Son of God, and enjoy that eternal ift;
which is presented to faith in this statement|
JEvery thing else which he had asserted,tf
considered to be of little importance in cor
parison with this truth. To faith in sont

divine testimony respecting Jesus Craistiff -
salvation uniformly promised.  Believed|
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt bk
saved.” ¢ As Moses lifted up the serpentit]
the wilderness, even so must the Son of ma
be lifted up; that -whosoever believeth I¥
1M should not perish, but have. eternal lifz|
For God so loved the world, that he gavelis§
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeh
in HiM should not perish, but have everlast
ing life.” ¢« He that believeth ow HIM is ik _
condc;mned : but he that belicveth not is cor
demnéd already ; because he-hath not believ |
ed in the name of the only begotten Sond
God.” Hence faith in Chirist is always calle)
in. distinction from every other act of t¢
mind in bélieving, saving faith. Of the o
gin and nature of this act of faith which hs
for its object some testimony of God abot
him whose name signifies, that he is anointd
of God to save his peeple from their sins!
have treated in the second discourse of ths
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series ; and therefore proceed to a consider-
ationof A

II. The meANs of saving faith. :

- That there are means of faith is evident

from the text, for *“ these are written, that
ye might believe.” The record which John
had made, he deémed one of those means by
which men should be enabled to exercise
* faith on the Son of God. When he convey-
- ‘ed this opinion he was under the guidance of
. the Spirit who endited the Scriptures; and
- therefore we may safely conclude that there
are means of faith. This conclusion 1s forti-
fied by the assertion that faith cometh by hear-
¢ng; and by the interrogation, “how shalt
they believe in him of whom they have not
heard?” Rom. x. 14, 17. )

Because the gospel is the grand instrument
by which it is given unto us to believe on the
dord Fesus, it is called, «the word of faith.”
Rom. x. 8. “ Unto us was the gospel preach-
ed,” saith Paul to the Hebrews, (ch. iv. ver. 2.)
¢¢ as well as unto them : but the word preach-
«d did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith fn them that heard it.” Of course the
word preached did profit all wlo believed.

‘Let us endeavour now, hegioning at the
act of faith itself| to trace the mcans to their
commencement and source. *

Faith is an operation of the.human mind.
To the existence of this operation an'inherent

L2
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constitution of the mind by which it s adaptei
to the performance of this operation is requi
site. This is called the faculty of judgmen|
by which we give our assent to any proposi

tion, or else dissent from it. If the proposi}.

_tion be a matter. of testimony, and we judge
that it is true, we are said, to believe the pr

position : if we understand the trath contair-|

ed in the proposition, and assent to it, we art
said to believe 1n the proposition. Had !
the Deity in the formation of our minds give

us this faculty, neither the act of believing, vot §

the word, faith, would ever have engaged tht
attention of mankind. . This faculty is com
mon to the whole human family. It is pox
sessed by the unregenerate as well as the
children of God. Something more, therfore,
than this faculty by which we believe is indis

pensable; and to this must be added other |

means of faith, There must bea publication
of the object of saving faith, or a statement of
the truth about which the faculty of believ
ing is employed. In other words, the gld
tidings of .great joy must be published, be
cause we cannot believe 1~ a proposition with
out krowing what we are to believe. “He
said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son
of God? He answered and said, Whno, is he
Lord, that I might helieve on him? And
Jesus said unto him thoa hast both seen him
and jt is he that talketh. with thee. Andh¢
said, Lord, I believe.”  John ix, 35—39.

3
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Had not Jehovah informed us that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
we could never have assented to this glorious
truth. Hence the promulgation of the gospel
is ever represented as one of the principal
means of faith. The assertions of God con-
cerning salvation by Christ were written, and
directed to be read, and repeated, that by
hearing and contemplating them, we might
have faith. Hence Paul, Silvanus, and Tim-
othy say to the Thessalomans, “our testi.
mony among you was believed ;¥ and Paul
-with others, were ¢ ministers by whom?” the
Corinthians ¢ believed, even as the Lord gave
to every man.” * Crispus, the chief ruler of
.the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all
his house ; and many of the Corinthians hear-
ing, behevod »'Acts xviii. 8. Concerning
his disciples the Redeemer saith, “neither
pray I for these alone, but for themralso which
shall believe on me through their word.”
Jobn xvii. 20.

To these means must be added others, for

when Jesus and his ministers preached, “some .

believed the things which were spoken, and
some believed not.”?  Acts xxviii. 24.

It is requisite that those persons to whom
the truth as itis in Jesus is proclaimed should
have spiritual perceptions of the truth contain-

_ed in those propositions which are the object

* 2 Thessalonians i, 10,

q

e
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of saving faith. - The ¢ Larger Catechism”
_ correctly states, that God “ only can enable
us to understand the Scriptures;” for the
natural man discerneth not the things of the
Spirit, neither can he know them. Before
we can believe on Christ Jesus we must seé
‘him in some measure as he is ; must have 2
correct view of him as the Anointed of God,
a person set up in thé mediatorial office, sent
into the world, and obedient to the precept
and penality of the law, that he might save
sinners. We must understand what it is to
be a sinner, and to be saved by Christ. - Al-
though from regard to the veracity of God I
may believe a proposition #o be true which I
do not understand ; yet it is nevertheless ne-
«cessary for me to understand the truth con-
tained in a proposition before I can believe
the truth of that proposition to the saving of
the soul. We must perceive who that Jesus
is, in whom we have faith, and what that sal-
vation of a sinner is, which we believe Jesus
to effect. : ' (

We now advance amother step, and say,
that before a fallen man can have these right
perceptions, he must be regenerated, for no
man ever had spiritual discernment before he
became spiritual, through the agency of the
Holy Ghost. Before the washing of regen-
eration the eyes of man are blinded, and he
is without the true knowledge of God and
Jesus Christ. » .
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We have now traced the sinner’s act of
believing on the great object of saving faith,
up to an act of God; and because all the
means which have been enumerated depend
ultimately on this, it has been said that Regen-
eration stands at the head of the means of faith.

You see, my hearers, how the human mind
comes to believe ¢ that Jesus is the Chyist,
the Son of God.” Should you here demand,
“are there no other means of faith!” I
should answer, that, strictly speaking, there .
are none. There are, however, means by
which the Lord ordinarily-performs his work
of regeneration ; for it is no less true that he
operates by an instrumental agency and by
systems of secondary causes, than that man-
kind have means of action. *

i Should any one choose to consider the
means by which the Supreme Agent in regen-
eration produces the effect, which we call a
new heart, 4s belonging to the means of faith,
I shall not contend with him, but think that he
rejects a valuable distinction. Some of the
means by which we are regenerated are of
the same nature with those by which, being
already regenerated, we are enabled to be.
lieve. We have an instance in the preaching
of the gospel; for when the ministry of re-
conciliation state, to one whom Jehovah has
in regeneration just given ability to believe,
that Fesus Christ is the propitiation for our
stns, he may assent to this evangelical doc-

.
- o S



138 )
trine ; and in another case it may please our
Father to employ the same preaching for the
purpose of guickening one who is dead in !
sins. By the reading and hearing of the Bi- -
ble, by the preaching of the gospel, by the
prayers of his people, and even by the pray*
ers of the impenitent ; by the instructions of
* parents ; by miracles, by dreams and visions,
by the Sabbath and its ordinances, by the law,
both ¢eremonial and moral; by the conver-
- sion of others, and by numerous dispensations
of his providence, has the Author of super:
nataral life in sinners made them  new
creatures. : B
The Holy Spirit makes any means effectus
al, which infinite Wisdom selects as suitable’
for his purpose. Had I not treated of this
subject in another place,* I should be desirous
of enlarging here; but at present shall be
satisfied with the citation of a few appropriate
passages of the Bible, which shew, that the
Holy Ghost enters into a sinner’s mingd by -
the agency of the word, and having entered,
" enlightens the understanding, changes the
will, and so disposes all the faculties in their
relation to each other and to God, that they
perform tight operations ; which is regenera-
tion. - .
¢ The Spirit of truth—will guide vou into
all truth.” ¢ He shall receive of mine, and

*'See a Dissertation on the Means of Grace in * Ely's’
Contrast,” o )

- g
-




shall shew it unto you.” “God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face

- of Jesus Christ.” . God ¢ hath made us able

ministers of the 'new testament; not of the
letter, buat of the Spirit:—the Spirit giveth
life.” ¢ Now the Lord is that Spirit;” and

- “we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed from

glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.” 2 Cor. iii. 6,17, 18. '

¢ When ye received the word of God which
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word
of men, but (as itisin truth) the word of
God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe :” (1 Thess. i. 13.) “ being born
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-
ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth,

“"and abideth for ever.” 1 Pet. i. 23.

“The gospel of Christ,”—¢is the power
of God unto salvation, to every one that be-
lieveth.” Rom. 1. 16. *“ God”—*hath be-
gotten us again unto a lively hape, by the re-
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
1 Pet.i. 13, “Ja Christ Jesus have I be-
gotten you through the gospel.”” 1 Cor. iv. 15.

- ¢ The holy Scriptures”—*are ahl¢ to make

thee wise through faith.”” 2 Tim. iii. 15, - -
From these quutations we learn what are

. the principal means by which our minds pre

brought mto suocha stute that we have potver
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to become children of God; and what the
means are through which faith is excrcised,

~ by those who are born of God. Let us bas-
ten to cuntemplate

III. The Usk of Faith. .

Many are ready to ask,  does faith an-

, swer the demands of the moral law ?:Does it

contain in itself such a righteousness as will

-satisfy Justice ?- “Does it render Jehovah
propitious? If not, what purpase does it
answer ? What isits use ?” The text answers,
that ye are to believe that Jesus is the Christ,

" the Son of God, for this purpose, that believ-
ing ye might have life through his name. Faith,
therefore, is of use in the communication and,
reception of that /ife which we enjoy through
the name of Christ, or which is bestowed onr
us from regard to his character and merits. .

This life is supernatural; for it is some-

thing above; and added te, that which is

_matural. It does not result from our birth as
men, but from the work of the Spirit, acting
in subordination to the covenant of redemp-
tion. : .

This life is also spiritual. Itis A sTATE,
in which our faculties are employed abdut
spiritual things; and in which, of course,
much of our happiness or unhappiness, and
all our holy activity, must proceed from spirit-
ual discernment,

This life is commenced by justification,
and continued by sanctification :, and one wio
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is without these blessings has never seen life,
but the wrath of God abideth on him. By
that ‘act of our Maker in which he accounts
us just we are justified ; and our state is in-
stantaneously changed.; so that from being,

.the moment before, dead we become alive,

in law. The sentence of death is by justifi-
cation removed, and we are accepted as righ-
teous in the s:ght of our Judge. He accounts

.us righteous because we are legally righteous :

and he imputes a righteousness to us, because
it is “ our righteousness.” "If it were not
ours, it would not be accounted so ; neither
should we be judicially pronounced just, had
we nof perfectly satisfied the claims of Jus-

“tice upon us.

¢« Qur righteousness,” however, is not of
our own performing ; and in our own persons
we neither have satisfied the divine law, nor
ever should answer all its demands. Our
righteousness was wrought by Christ; and
the satisfaction given to Justice for our
numerous crimes was rendered by him. How,
then, does the righteousness which is legally'
reckoned to us, become ours, that it may be
thus reckoned ! And how do the sufferings of
Jesus become the punishment of our sins ?

The answer is at hand. By our becoming
united to the Sdviour as the bride to her

husband, as the-branth to the vine, and as the
" members of the body tu their Head. We

M
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must become in such a manner one with
Christ, and he in such a manner our Repre.
sentative and Substitute, that his actions, per-
formed for us, shall be legally ours; and his
endurance of the penalty of the law, our satis-

" faction to Justice. We must be so united,

that Jesus dying, we in law die with him;

and he rising from the stroke of holy Ven- |
geance which laid him low in the dust, and

being accepted, we arise from the state in
which we were fallen with him, to be accept-
ed too. _ .

This union is effected by faith. We do
not affirm that this grace has in itself any ten-
dency or power to promote such a connection
between us and the Redeemer. But the
counsel, the promise, and oath of Jehovah
have rendered the union certain between the
Lord Jesus Christ and all who shall obtain
precious faith. You may dispute against the
propriety of this arrangement if you please:
I will not. You may assert, that some other
grace, and particularly love, is a more suitable
instrument by which the sinner should be
brought into a covenant relation to the Sure-

~ ty of the “ better covenant ;> but I have only’
to answer, that the immutable King has de-

creed that a sinner shall be united to Christ
by faith alone. ¢ The Spirit appiieth to us
the redemption purchased by Christ, by work-
ing faith in us, and thereby uniting us to
Christ.”  “That Christ may dwellin vour

W
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hearts by faith,” said Paul to the Ephesians,
« I bow my knees unto the Father.” Ephes.
iii. 14, 17. Conceive, my hearers, of the
Father as admlmstermg the solemn, mystical
marnage covenant.” The sinners: who con-
stitute the invisible church represented as a
brlde, and the Saviour, appear before the Ma-
jesty of Heaven, who asks of the parties, *“is
it your pleasure to be indissolubly connected,
so that ye twain shall hereafter be one in
law 2”

The Redeemer answers, “ I have loved
this sinner with an everlasting love : therefore
have drawn her, and courted her love : let us

become one in law,”
The Church for herself says,“ Ah! me! .

*. I am a'sinful mortal, O Lord ; unworthy of

such an alliance ; but I desire it.”

¢ Now the terms of the covenant are such,”
saith the Administrator, ¢ that the Redeemer
having died for this sinner, and the sinner be-
lieving on this Redeemer, they shall become

- legally united.”

“I have died,” saith the Brxdegroom.
¢t¢and offer her llfe »

¢ I believe that Jesusis the Christ, the Son
of God,” saith the blushing sinner, “and
thankfully accept of his proffered hand.” .
~ % And now,” saith the Eternal Father, « [
pronounce you husband and wife, according
to the counsels of the Godhead. What,
therefore, God hath joined together, let ng
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one put asunder. Hereafter shall the hus
band be bound for the debts of his wife; and
shall rule, and defend, and cherish her; and
let the wife see that she reverence her hus-
band.” ‘ : R

It is obvious, that the terms of the contract -
require nothing on the part of the Church, or
any sinner composing a portion of if, but
faith ; and equally plain, that by believing the

_sinner merits no tender alliance, while God is

pleased to make faith the instrument of union.
By the will of Him who has provided, and
accepted, the Substitute of the rebel, the be-
lieving sinner has a covenant right to the

“wicarious sufferings and obedience of *the

Lord our righteousness,” and by faith may

-plead them, so that the life which is conse-

quent upon justification is obtained by faith
alone. ¢ Being justified by faith, we have -
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ; by whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in bope of the glory of God.”
Rom. v. 1, 2. o S
So soon as we are justified we are in a state
in which we may serve the Lord acceptably ;
and in which we beginto live. The progress
and felicity of the divine life require the work
of sanctification. He who has” changed our
state must give us views, feelings, employ-
ment, and society, suited to the station which
we are designed to occupy. Were I in hea

N
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ven, for ever free from condemnation, and
not holy, it would be no joy to me. If I did
not love theplace, the inhabitants of it, and the
God who is sensibly present there, methinks
I should ask leave to come away.

This sanctification which is essential to the
enjoyment of life everlasting, is effected
through faith : for the influences of the' puri-
fying Spirit are given only in consideration of
his union to Christ, who receives them; and
this union we have already seen is accom-
plishéd by means of faith alone..

In this view of the subject, the whole work
of sanctification is dependent on that one act

"of believing in Jesus by which we are made

members of his body. The Apostle had our
view of justification, sanctification, and life,
when he said of Christ to the Ephesians,
(chap. i. ver. 13,14.) “ia whom ye also trust-

- ed, after that ye heard the word of truth, the

gospel of your salvation : in whom also, AFTER

. .THAT YE BELIEVED, ye were sealed with that

Holy Spirit of promzse, which is the earnest
of our mherltance
There is another, and a very extensive

" sense in which faith is of use in our sanctifi-
" cation, which is our life. Whether our faith

be saving, or merely holy; whether we repeat~

edly believe, that Christ Jesus came into the

world to save smners, or assent as renewed

men to any other révealed truth, it tendb to
M2
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advan®e our purity of heart, our love of ‘the
best things, and our universal obedience. Itis
_ by saving faith that we acquire power to serve
the Lord ; for some said to Jesus, ¢ what shall

we do, that we might work the works of God? .}

Jesus answered and said unto them, Thisis-
the work of God, that ye beliévé on him

whom he hath sent.” John vi. 28. Buthaving .

received the ability from above, the most im-

portant, ordinary means of sanctification are -

repeated acts of a spiritual faith, which is

usually called a saving grace. We must be-

lieve again and again those doctrines which
are designed to promote our personal confor-

mity to the law; and in bringing us to this-

belief .the Father will anSwer the prayer of

his Son, ¢ sanctify them through thy truth; -

thy word is truth.” Joba xvii. 17. Peter
informs us, that God “ put no difference be-
tween “ Jews and Gentiles, but gave them
the Holy Ghost, thereby “‘PURIFYING THEIR
HEARTS BY FAITH.” : :

To illustrate this use of faith, let us reflect,
that by it the renewed mind realizes its ac-

countability to the Almighty. Our pious-

conduct must depend in a great measure on

our knowledge of the relation which subsists -

between us and our Creator, and of the rule
of action by which he designs to judge us.
These things are neitherto be djscovered nor
invented by our faculties; for no man saw

God create a finite, dependent being, nor did
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he by investigation ascertain that Jehovah
sustains the character of Maker, Preserver,

‘Benefactor, Redeemer, and Judge. ButGod

has revealed these things; and if our judg-
ment assents to the testimony of our Father,

~ about himself, about his rational offspring,

about our obligations and accountability, we
shall live under the influence of our belief.
It is by faith alone that we understand that
the Lord will bring us into judgment ; and
every one may know that this knowledge ex-
cites Christians to dyty. Faith here is the
evidence of things not en ; and so far as we
believe in our subjection to Jehovah’s govern-
ment, it will affect us as evidence would, and
make the things for which we hope appear to
be substantial. It makes us feel that our
Judge is present, to record our transactions ;
and induces us to think, speak, and act, with

.a wise regard to eternity. Without faith, we -

might speculate about the Deity, but we should
never live under the impression that we must
stand at his tribunal. ) )

Let us reflect again, that by faith we bave
the greater part of our knowledge of the evil
nature of sin, and are thereby induced to avoid
it. We expericnce something indeed upon
this subject; but we must accredit the testi-
mony of the Most High, or we cannot know,
that one sin introduced all subsequent sin ahd
misery, to the ruin of a world.

7.2
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" By faith we understand, that God will by
no means clear the guilty ; and, that it was
sin which brought-the flood upon the old
world, produced the confusion of languages
at Babel, consumed the cities of the plain,
overthrew the Egyptians in the sea, extermi-
pated the idolatrous Canaanites, subjected the
children of Israel to firey serpents in the wil-
derness, carried the people of the Lord re-
peatedly into captivity, and caused the inces-
sant revolution of empires. - By faith we learn,
- that sin is such an accursed evil as rendered

the incarnation, the humiliation, labours, sor-

rows, tears, bloody sweat, and ignominious
death of the Son of the Highest necessary.

Without faith in the divine declarations on

this subject, we should- never look to him

whom we have pierced, and feel such hatred
of transgression springing from the cross, as
presents to the Christian his most powerful in-
ducement to crucify his vile affections, to live
"soberly, and piously in this present evil world,
and to seek after perfect conformity to the
blessed Jesus. We might imagine, hut should
never know, without believing in God’s word,
that the Just One is so opposed to sin as not
to spare his Beloved Son, while representing
sinners. We might conjecture, but should
' not be certain, that sin has opened the gates
of hell to our rebellious race, and is urging
them to the pit; nor should we be encour-
aged, without faith, to seek after those man-
’
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sions which Jesus has prepared for them that

' love Him. What influence the knowledge of

the existence of such a place as hell has on
mankind, I need not say ; nor is it requisite
to trace the steps of him, who longs and
hopes for that heaven which is revealed from
faith to faith. Every motive to obedience,
taken from the world to come, is dependent
on a spmtual belief of the truth for its saluta-
ry impression on the human mind. Take.
away this, and man would have no other mo=
tives to holiness than the natural fears, hopes,
pains, and pleasures which are experienced by
an unenlightened, unrenewed man. Well,

then, did the Apostle speak of purlfymg theu:
hearts by faith, and Jesus of sanctifying them
through the truth 2 Verily it was heavenly
wisdom which. moved John to write of these
things, that we might believe that Jesus is the
Christ the Son of God; and that believing
we might have life through his name.

Can I concLUDE this discourse, without
exhorting all to contemplate ecarnestly, and
repeatedly, the necessity, and superlative ex-
cellence of faith ?

My Dear Friends, you must believe on
him whom God has set forth to be a propitia-
tion for sin, or you cannot be united to the
Wfe-giving Head of the Church. If you live,
and dte, out of Christ, you will expenmemal.
ly know what is meant by ¢ the damnation of
hell.” None but those who die 18 the Lord
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are blessed ; and none are v HIM but thost
who receive the gospel with the simplicity
and meckness of little children. You must
be justified, or you can never be received to
- the blissful presence of God; and you can
only obtain an interest in the sufferings and
obedience of the Messiah by such a faith as
works by love, induces cenfidence in God,
and inclines your hearts to rest wholly i
the mercy, the covenanted, and not the in-
definite, deistical, imaginary mercy of Jeho-
vah, flowing to sinners through the pierced
heart of the Mediator. You must also be
conformed to the divine image, you must be
sanctified throughout, in body, soul, and
spirit, or heaven would prove a prison, the
employments of the saints in glory, drudgery;
and the everlasting rest of the people of the
Lord, like the ceaseless wearisomeness of a
- long sermon, and ¢he Christian sabbath. You
can be purified from all your dross in no oth-
er way than by believing with the "heart on
Jesus Christ.
 Faith, therefore, is as indispensable to ever-
lasting life, as union to our Hope, acceptance
with God, pardon, and holiness. .
And consider too, the excellence of this
grace. It is the only one among all the gifts
of the Spirit by which the sinner receives a
rests upon the Brightness of the Father’s
glory. It is an act by which you can honour
the veracity and mercy of the Lord more
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than by any other. Itis in itself most rea-
sonable, and becoming an intellectual, and
social being. It is an act by the instrumen-
tality of which you may pass from the king-
dom and slavery of Satan into the kingdom
and society of God, the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost. It brings the Son and. Spirit
into your bosoms, entertains the God there
who deigns to sup with you, and after you
shall have been supported by it through all
the trials of a changeful, dying world, wafts
you to thrones in paradise, beside the thione .

of GQd- . - .
Believe, and be for ever blest. AMEN.

e —————————————————————————

SERMON VIIL

STRONG FAITH.

« He staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was'strong in faith,
giving glory to God.” Rom. 1v. 20.

 ALTHOUGH the weakest saving faith
unites the sinner to Christ, so as to secure

his eternal salvation, * yet show I unto you a
more excelient wav.”  “Stand fast in the
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Sfaith, quit you like men, be strong,” “in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus.” 1 Cor. xvi. 13,
and t Tim. ii. 1. ' -

Some shall scarcely be saved, even so as by
running through a fire, kindled in the wood,
hay and stubble, which they have built upon
the Rock of Ages; buf to others shall be
administered .an abundant entrance into the
kingdom of heaven. The facility or the dif-
“ficulty with which believers enter the New
Jerusalem depends on the degree of their
faith. 7The feeble march up tke heavenly
hill of Zion, with staggering steps, and with
the painful sensations of -lassitude and fear.
The strong cdn cheer themselves with songs
in their pilgrimage.

Would my hearers enjoy great peace in
believing? Would they be strong in faith,
giving glory to God? Let them attend,

I. To a description of STRONG FAITH:

- II. To the evidence of the fuct that such faith
is attainable: and 1XL. To the pre-eiinent
advantages of it.

I. Withodt an accurate description of the
grace which is to be commended, the minds
of men would be subject to perpetual imposi-
tions. We might commend strong confidence
in Christ, and the bigot, the enthusiast, the
presumptucus. person might imagine, thata
minisicr of Jesus appFoved of his absurditics.
Lct us distinguish then,
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1. Between strong faith and presumption.
Uhnbelief and presumption are two extremes,
The first refuses the testimony of God, the
second believes without evidence, and builds
- without a foundation.. When any one is
firmly persuaded that he is a child of God,
and cannot tell the reason of his persuasion, .
he must be rash, and censurable for his be-
lief. . Rational beings ought not to have opin-
ions without being able to assign some reason
for them. Faith is a reception of testimony,
and 8AVING FAITH the reception of that tes-
timony of God which relates to the way of
salvation by Jesus Christ. The Christian
believes because God, who cannot lie, has
given him an assurance, that he has sent his
Son to be a Saviour, and he thinks himself a
believer because he finds in himself scriptural
evidence of faith. Ask the man who rejects
divine revelation if he expects the pardon of
his sins, and the. future felicity which immor-
tal souls can enjoy? If he answers affirma-
tively he is presumptuous, for who has inti-
mated that his offences shall be blotted out?
" Reason furnishes him with no evidence on
this subject. Mancan give him no intelli-
gence, and he must exalt himself to the throne
of God, there to decree eternal destinies, or
-he can have not the shadow of a warrant to
believe that he shall be happy in futurity.
Yet many, who reject divine revelation, have
: N
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~ the arrogance to, pretend that smners may ex
péct to obtain heaven.

“This Sllbj\ect is so important that reascnable
beings ought to know why they believe in the
remission of sins. Reason and tevelauon
both make the Sfaithfulness of God, and the
fact of his having revealed his will on this
subject, the sole ground of faith in man. You
may have an unshaken belief that yeu shall
ultimately be happy, but. if the reason why
you believe this, is not the declaration of God,
that Jesus Christ cameg into the world to save
sinners, and consciousness of having received.

~the atonement, your faith is presumption:
for there. is salvau.an in none ¢lse; and, of
course, "there is no good ‘reason to expect it
from any other person. Let us distinguish, -

‘2. Between faith and the fancies of saper-
stition. . The person who is tinctured with
superstition, attaches a rehgmus veneration:

- to things which God has” not consecrated.:
He fancies that he can please God by ordi-
nances of his own invention. He makes new
sacraments, signs himself with the ~cross,
anoints himself with oil, bends before images;
prays to the Virgin Mary implores the inter-:
cession of exalted saints, and binds wafcrs,
which he deems a part of the actual bady of
Christ, to his dying limbs. The ‘man who
“does these things may be confident of heaven,
~ but instead of having strong faith, is full of
superstition,  Strong faithis tounded on noth-

[P v —
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ing but the truths of the gospel, and leads a
petson confidently to expect salvation because
Jesus died ; not because the sinner has in-
vented a splendid ritual of “ voluntary humil-
ity,” or unrequired penance. External signs

. which powerfully affect the senses thay excite
- avery stronig false confidence : yea, the “shew

of wisdom in will worship” may be substitut-
ed for faith in our Lord Jesus Chnst We
should distinguish, -

* 3. Between faith and the ardent emotions
of fanaticism: Some have been deeply affect-
ed by the anxiéty of their friends, (and I wish

- t0. God that all would ask with deep concerh,

“ what shall I do to be saved 2")-but sympathy,
terror, swoonings, tears, convulsions, dreams,
visions, and miraculous 1mpresswns are e5-
sentially distinct from saving faith in every
degree. If all these things were necessary

“preparatives, they would constitute no part
* of the essence of strong confidence in Jesus

Christ. It is one thing to believe, that I shall

-be saved, because the Spirit has enabled nie

to aceept of the Son of God as my personal
Saviour ; and a very different thing tobelieve,
that I shall be saved, bécause nature was wea-
ry, my fears were ahve, iny nervous system
was deranged, and the terrific sounds and
gestures of many teathets were t6o mucki for
my frail tonstitution to endure. Far be it
from me to aﬂirm, thdt some who faint in re-
ligions 'meetings, have not obtained somre
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knowledge, or even some grace to beliew,
" before nature sunk under the ponderow
sounds and the mighty agitatiens of a mult
_tude ; but when in the state of insensibility,
much desired by many, the sinner is no mort
capable of faith than a gerson in a sound sleep,
ora fitof insanity. Saving faith, when stropg,
consists in’the intelligent belief of so much.of
-gospel truth as is essential to, inseparably con-
nected with, and followed by, the solemn and
- known acceptance of Jesus Christ, for the very
purpose of being saved from sin and hell by
“his mediatorial work: The faith of Abra
ham, which is commended in the text, did
not consist in a staggering through bodily
" qeakness, or mental horrors. . The sight of
" others in distress, which ought suitably to
. affect the. human heart, did not contribute to
his strength in the faith, or to his ascriptions
of glory to God. How unlike the faith of the
« father of the faithful,” is that persuasjon of
conversion which is generated by human pas-
sions! Yet no persons are more confident of
a strong faith, than those who are persyaded
to believe, that they were born of God, when
they thought of nothing, and knew not.a sin-

gle article of the testimony of God, which |

ghould be accredited by a sinner for his life,

. 4. Let us distinguish between a strong and
a weak faith. - Knowledge is necessary to

faith; and the person who haslittle knowledge

"of the way of salvation must from necessity

b

4
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have a weak faith. Some who are ignorant
on most subjects, have much knowledge of
the word of God, and may have an enlighten-
ed ‘and firin apprehension” of the Saviour.
The least degree of saving faith presupposes

‘the knowledge of this fact, “that with God

thiere is mercy that he may be feared.” This
the pergon of weak faith has been taught of
God; and therefore believing that God can .
‘save him, by Jesus Christ, he has some feeble
‘hope that he shall be delivered from wrath
through him. At the time of believing, the

. person of weak faith is commonly so ignorant

‘of the nature of this saving grace, that he does
not consider himself to be a believer. He
trusts in Christ, without reflecting that he ac-
tually trusts in him; and believes in him,
‘without believing that he is a believer.

On the contrary, he who has strong faith,
‘has more knowledge of the operations of the
“human mind, and of scriptural doctrines. He

examines the nature of his thoughts, percep-
“tiops, feclings, and other ‘mental actiops.
"Christ he clearly perceives to be offered to
him for his acceptance, and he is as conscious
of accepting him for the very purpose of be-
ing saved by him, as he could be of his own
consent to any human agreement.

He takes hold of God’s covenant; says
‘within his soul, “ I need, and therefore ac-
cept this Redeemer,” and in reflecting upon

N 2 -
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what he has done, is assured that he has sih
-mitted himself to the nghteousness of Gal
from a divinely inspired belief of the gospd
. The, weak believer mingles things whic
should be. considered. distinctly. He con
siders the work of sanctification as some
ground of faith in divine promises, and when
‘he feels his own imperfection, thinks thata
reason for distrusting his Saviour. He whe
is strong in the faith knows, that the sole
ground of faith remains immutable ; for God's
faithfulness never changes. He expects. to
be saved for no other reason that this, that |
God has covenanted to pardon all those, who
shall so believe in the truth of this covenant
as to accept of Christ, God's free, unspeaka-
BLE G1¥T, for their individual redemption.
Abraham did not accredit any one promise

- of ‘God, because he thought himself a good
man, but because “ he judged him to be fauh~

- ful who'had promised.”

Weak faith is partial and inconstant in the
reception of truth ; it believes those promises
most firmly, which seem most probable,
and which little exceed human expectation.
Strong faith is more universal and uniform in
its assent to divine propositions. The faith
of Abraham in the veracity of God did not
‘waver, when a most improbable thing was
promised. Weak faith would have expected

v oasonm, if promlscd at a proper season of Lfe,
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- but Abrahant thought no circumétances could

militate against the divine faithfulness.
Weak faith would .have offered a lamb in

* sacrifice, but the strong faith of Abraham in-

duced him -to stretch forth his hand against

~-Isaac. One of weak faith would have thought,

that if Isaac was slain, the promise, * that in

" Isaac shall the sEeD be called,” would have
-failed of its accomplishment, but Abraham

judged, that if his son was sacrificed, God
would reéstore him to life, or in some way
cause, that from the same Isaac the promised
Messiah should descend., '

Natural affection might have overcome a
weak faith in Abraham, but could not gain
‘the advantage against his strong confidence.

- He must have been a' strong man in Christ,

who would not have said, “how can I obey
-this rigorous command ? Shall a father sacri-
fice his son? Shall this right hand destro

my only child, the only hope of my old agé,

" and the delight of his aged mother {” Abrd-

ham had the teelings of a father, and the faith
of one, who could-account God immutably
true, .

. Strang faith rests on the same foundation of
JSaithfulness, which supports the weak; but
the former receives more truth than the lat-
ter, covers a wider part of the foundation, and

_. rests in it more confidently.. Weak faith de-
sires some assistance from contingent circum-

stances, from frames of mind, from wonderful

P
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communications, but strong faith wants o
_other reason for assent than this, ¢ thus saith
the Lord, the God who will not lie.”

Men and brethren, do you desire to b¢
strong in faith, giving glory te God? Attend
then, . ~ .

I!}. To the evidence of the fact that a strong
faith is attainable. It is a correct principle,
~ that what has been may exist again, Itis
only necessary, therefore, to show that some
have been strong in faith, in order to éstablish
the conclusion that a strong faith is attainable.
God testified t0 Noah that he would bringa
flood of water on the ungodly; Noah had
riever seen, nor had any other person evet
witnessed, an universal deluge ; but the pa-
triarch so firmly believed the divine declara-

- tion, that he prepared an ark, at'great expense, -

and was a preacher of righteousness toa scoff-
ing world for one hundred and twenty years.
The sole ground of that faith, which enabled
him to enduré, as seeing the invisible- God;

was a divine declaration concerning a thing .

not seen. Great was his faith,

- We have already spoken of our father:
Abraham. God appeared to him in the coun-

try of his idolatrous ancestry, and promised
to give his posterity the land of Canaan, to be
his covenant Father, and to multiply his seed
as the stars of heaven. Yea, Jehovah engag-
ed to make him the believing father of many
nations, and from him to raisc up the Messiahy

’
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in whom countless multitudes should be bles- .
sed. So strong was the patriarch’s faith in

the word of God, that he forsook his home

and kindred, at the command of ‘the Lord,
without knowing whither he went. His obe-
dience proved the strength of his faith. The
promised blessing of a son was long delayed,
but ‘“ he staggered not at the promise of God

. through unbelief.”” Even when commanded

to do a thing which seemed likely to make
void the promise, he went forward in the path
of duty with a firm step; ascended the mount,

“and bound the victim to the altar.

From the firm belief that they  should in-
berit a heavenly country, which was promised, .
Isaac and Jacob were contented to be pilgrims
on the earth.

Because Joseph had a strong. faith in God,
when dying he commanded that his bones
should be carried up out of Egypt, into the
resting place of the ark of God. Although
his brethren were settled in Goshen, and pros-

- perous there, yet he was firmly persuaded,

that before his.frame should be completely -
dissolved Jehovah would fulfil hls covenant*
with Abraham.

The parents of Moses had so strqng a faxth
th.lt God would protect them in the perfors
mance of duty, that they preserved their son
alive in defiance of the king’s commandment,
and at the imminent hazard of their own lives,
So strong was the beligf of Moses, that the

. - .- ; ; )
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Lord’s people alone are safe and happy, thit
he preferred . a share in theiy afflictions to all
the pleasures of sin. He was the adopted son
‘of Pharaoh’s daughter,.and heir apparent to
the throne of Egypt. Should the secend pei-
son in any kingdom renounce his title to 2
throne, and relinquish the pleasures of a lusa-
- rious court, -that he might please God, he |’
would evince that he was strong in the Lord;
for a feeble faith will scarcely separate ifs
_possessor from the allurements of pleasure. .
Such was the faith of many of the prophets,
that they would not deny the Lord to save
their persons from being afflicted, tormented,
- stoned, and sawn asunder. Their faith pre.
ferred goat-skins to the purple robes of iniqui- -
y, and the caves of the earth to the abodes of
‘the ungodly. The eleventh chapter of the’
Epistle to the Hebrews is a history of strong
- faith, which was written for our example. -
In-two cases we have the direct testimony
of Jesus on this subject.” A centurion came.
to Jesus, and humbly implored assistance. for
his servant who was grievously tormented
with the palsy. The centurion had heard of
our Saviour’s doctrines, had seen some of his. ||
miracles, and was persuaded of his divinity.
Jesus said unto him, “I will come and hedl
him.” Being deeply convinced_ of his own
insignificance and vileness as a sinner, the.
centution answered and said, ¢ Lord, I am not
worthy that thou shouldst come under my

s
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i roof ; but speak ‘the word only, and iy ser-
g vant shall be healed.”” He assured his own
u'.’ heart, that Jésus could command, and accom-
#f  plish his own pleasure in any place. . “ When
¥ Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them -
i that followed, ¢ Verily I say unto you, £ have
w ,not found so great Jaith, no, not in Israel.’”
i Matt, viii. 10. v '
& . - The other case’is that of the woman of
t:  Canaan, a Greek, whose child was possessed
+ by adevil. She followed Jesus in his jour--
I ney, and besought him, because she believed -
#  in his power and grace, and expected that he
w , would cast out the foul spirit. = Fora time he
»  answered her not a word. How distressing
@ is thesilence of one in whom we have trusted !
i He could speak and comfort her: he had
% never rejected any similar application ; but
w  Bow he is unmoved by her distress. Will

| not the afflicted woman despair ?

o Nojy she cries after Jesus, ¢ have mercy on
s  me, © Lord, thou Son of David.” The dis-.
i . ciples were troubled by her importunity and
4 said, “send her away.”. This was a new
i trial; for nowthe disciples, who had wrought
i many miracles, instead of encouraging, op-
s  posed her suit. Mark informs us that Jesus.
" *¢ entered into a house,” but the woman would -
not be excluded. “I am not sent,” said the
x  Sonof God, “but usto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” To this she did not know
what to answer, but still she approached him,

‘ 2 s I
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fell down at his feet, worshipped him, and
lifting up her tearful countenance, prayed,
¢ Lord, help me !” Matt. xv. 25.
Will Jesus any longer delay? My God,
‘help her!. help the poor Greek! “Buthe
answered and said, ¢ It is not meet to take
the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.’”
This was the last trial. It would have dis
comfited ‘any person of common faith; but |
her humility, her spiritual belief of her own
sinful estate, and of Christ’s mercy dictated -
her effectual intercession. ¢ And she said,
¢truth, Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their master’s table.” Then
Jesus answered and said unto her, ¢ O woman,
" GREAT 15 THY_FAITH! be it unto thee even
‘as thou wilt. For this saying go thy way;
the devil is gone out of thy daughter.”
‘Mark vii. 29. '
Those persons, who, like this woman, un-
der great discouragements continue to cry for
mercy, have a strong faith, or they would be
silent in despair. The children of men at the
.present day have as good reason to répose
strong confidence in Jesus, as had the centu-
rion, the importunate Greek, the apostles and
martyrs. I may add, that in these latter ages
of the church we have had many instances of
a strong faith. o ‘
From a feeble belief in the truth some-have
proceeded in the divine life to exemplary ex-
cellence. Maultitudes, since the days of the
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. apostles have been so firm in their faith, that

. they could march without ¢ staggering at the

promise of God,” to prison and te death.
Even a timid female, with all the retiring
‘loveliness of a daughter of bélieving Sarah,
has said to those who thought to starve her
into a rejection of Jesus, *“ if you take away
my food, God will take away my punger."*,

The nature of strong faith, and the fact
that it is attainable, will both appear more
‘evident, when we attend - .

_IIL To the pre-eminent advantages of it.

Some may ask, ¢ if weat faith will save us,
what advantage has the strong 7’ “ Much
every way, but chiefly because,”

1. It enables the possessor to STAND where
the feeble aLL. The path of virtue is diffi-
cult, has many ascents as well as descents,
containus many obstacles for his trial who-
walks in it, and affords great pleasure to such
as are able to advance in the strength of the
Lord. Let one in good health take a friend
whose vitals have been touched by the con-

' sumption, into the street, and what is exercise
to the strong is labour to the weak ; :where -
the sick man would fall in spite of the staff,
which assists his trembling steps, the well

- person would stand, or walk, or run, without
difficuity. A little unevenness of way will
cause the little child to stumble, while the

* Elizabeth Young.
Q
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elder brother, who leads hj y scarcely thinks
the path rough. L '
‘ One of little faith will fall into sin, in in-
stances in which the stronger would resist; -
and thereby gain evidence of his good estate,
Depend upon it, that those Christians who
are most easily overcome by temptation, are
of few days, and yet full of trouble. They
must grow before they can march without stag
gering at the promises ; which declare that
he whowalketh uprightly shall waik securely.
2. Strong faith enables its possessor to re-
joice when the weak would mourn. The
strong ouly can count jt, at the time, all Joy
when they fall into divers temptations, (or TrE-
ALS,) Anowing that the trial of their faith
worketh patience, and experience, and hope,
and assurance. When the strong are tempt-
ed they can often thank God for giving them
the victory ; but the weak would have to re-
gret that Satan gained the advantage against
them. Paul says, when I am weak, then am [
strong. It is an admirable description, for
the strong, from the very fact of fecling most
deeply their own weakness, repose more se-
curely on God, and he js pleased to honour
their confidence. In the hour of calamity the
weak mourn ; but the strong are afflicted on-
ly by sin. The horizon may gather blackness,
and storms may impend ; but the firm can
say, “our Fatherrides on the storm, and di.
rects the tempest.” The lightnings may af.
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fright the timid, but he who is strong can say,
¢ this awful God is ours.” Paul'was an ex-
ample to believers, for he rejoiced in tribula-
tion, because he knew that his labour was not
in vain in the Lord. Yea, being strong in
faith, he gloried in bonds, imprisonment,
perils, shipwreck, cruel scourging, weariness, «
and death. .

3. The strongest faith gives the most glory
to God, and receives in return the highest
honour here. No greater dishonour can be
done Jehovah than to treat him like a liar.
This every unbeliever does. Yes, yes, “he
has made God a liar!” He who believes,
honours the God eof truth; and he who be-

' lieves most firmly, honours him most. Jeho-

vah has pledged himself to honour those who
honour him, according to the degrees of their

“new obedience, and of course the strongest

faith will meet with the highest reward. I
this present life, those who cultivate heavenly
g‘races most assiduously reap the fruit of their

abours in peace of conscience, cheerfulness,
the enjoyment of temporal good, and the ear-
_mest expectation of everlasting glory.

‘It was strong faith which enabled Job to
say, ¢ though HE slay me, yet will I trust in
him ;” and the pious psalmist, ¢ the Lord is
my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
the Lord is the strength of - my life of whom
should I be afraid?” ¢ Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death I

-
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will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.” ¢ Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life.” Such honour have all they
who are strong in faith. ' .
4. Faith when strong not only affords the
highest satisfaction 'in this life, but secures
the most glorious death, aund the happiest im-
mortality. In death all believers are safe;
but while one shakes at the King of tetrorsin
his mildest form, another can bid him wel
come,. when he comes with instruments of
torture. A babe must have the fears of in.
fancy, but a strong man having fed upon the
food which his soul desired, without dismay,
could affirm, “I am now ready to be offered,
 'and the time of my departure is at hand, I
.+ have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith : henceforth .
there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
negs, which the Lord the righteous Judge will
give to me in that day.” o
My brethren, covet earnéstly a strong faith.
It will enable you, under the deepest impres-
“sions of guilt and wretchedness, to fly to a
pardoning God with the confidence that your
iniquities shall be blotted out. It will render
you consistent in conduct, firm in every good,
purpose, zealously affected always in a good
thing, and abundant in consolation, as well as
in the work of the Lord., Be strong in the
Lord, and when Satan attacks, he shall re-
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ceive wounds; when he would pursue, he

shall flee. Be strong in faith, giving glory to
God, and he will smile on you when the
world frowns. He will look_down from
heaven, and call you his, when friends forsake
you, when lover dies, and when children are
blasted by the withering winds of death.

Be strong in the Lord, and prosperity shall
be welcome, while adversxty cannot deject
you. Caith can add new charms to youth,

‘mew vigour to manhood, and new supports in

decrepitude. He who is strong in faith can
put off the frail covering of the flesh, plunge
into the Jordan of death, and buoyant with
hope, swim to the Canaan of rest. Angels
shall meet him on the shores of the blissful
country, and unwearied by the struggles of
his passage, his soul, etherial from the mo-
ment of arrival in the better country, shall
clap its pinions amidst the cloud of minister-
ing spirits, shall be escorted by golden harps
and shouts of triumph, and soaring around
the throne of the Lamb unite in the univer-
sal chorus of

¢ ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA; GLORY, HONOUR,
DOMINION AND POWER BE UNTO HIM THAT

- _ LIVETH FOR EVER, AND EVER.” AMEN,

o2
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SERMON IX. -
—

ASSURANCE OF FAITH AND SALVATION.

& These things have Iwritten unto you that
believe on the name of the Son of Gud, that
ye may know that ye have eternal life.”

1 Joun v. 13.

THE beloved disciple seems ‘never to
have imagined that he could too frequently
- exhibit the object of saving faith. He wrote
the gospel which is ascribed to him, that men
" might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that believing they might hfe
life through his name. He wrote also’ his
first Epistle he informs us for two reasons;
that sinners may believe on the name of the Son
- of God: and that all who thus believe may

xNow that they have eternal life.

. To believe on the name of the Son of God,
is to accredit that testimony which distin-
guishes him from every other .person. His

- name was given to him, that by it his glorious
person, character, and offices might be public-
ly knewn. The belief spoken of in the text,
is an assent of the renewed mind, given
through the supernatural agency of the Holy
Ghost, to the statement of God, that the gld-




171

rious person called his Son, is aneinted, or set

apart, by the Lord, to the work of saving his

people from their sins.  To all who have this
faith John has written his first Epistle, for
the purpese of enabling them 2o 4now that
they have eternal life, * These things have
I written unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God, that ye may know that ye
have eternal life.” This knowledge that we

" have eternal life must proceed from knowing

that we have faith, for John strenuously in-
sists on this truth, that ke who believeth on the
Son, and he alone, hath eternallife.. He con-
siders, therefore,the knowledge of our having
faith, and of our having eternal life, so insep-
arably connected, that we. can have no assur-
ance of salvation without a previous assurance:
of our believing on the Saviour: but if we
know that we have faith, we may be certain
that we shall be saved.

By an assurance of faith and eternal life, I

* would be understood to mean knowledge of

the fact that we possess faith, and have a title
to eternal life.. Let any one know, or have

- such a persuasion’ of mind as excludes all

doubt upon the subject, for the time, that he
is a believer and shall be saved, and he will
possess the AESURANCE OF FAITH AND SALs
VATION. i .

The assurance that we have faith, is dis«
tinct from that assurance of the truth of the
-proposition believed, which is of the essence

‘ T - |
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- of faith; for in these two different articles the

mind is assured of separate things, and is ems
ployed about objects which are so far from
being the same, that they have no necessary
connection. When I believe, that Fehovah |
can speak nothing but the truth, I-am in that
individual act of faith assuredof his veracity;
for it would be absurd to affirm that my mind
had any doubt of bis veracity in the very mo-
ment in which I assented to a proposition,
the tenor of which is, I am fully persuaded
of Jehovah’s perfect veracity.” When I be-
lieve, Fesus is the Christ, my mind etertains
at the time of believing, no doubt of the fact
stated ; and the same is true of every other
act of faith, whether it be denominated; tém-
porary, historical, or saving. o

. The assurance, or the certain knowledge

of our own minds that we do believe on
Christ, seems not to have been the thing in-

. tended by the Apostle, when he said, “let us

draw near with a true heart, in full assurance
of fuith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience ;% but a full assurance of the
truth of the things believed, and of which he
~was speaking; that Christ offered himself 2
sacrifice for sins, that he will apply the re-
demption which.is by his blood, and that he
he has entered into the holiest house of Gad,
to be an High Priest for ever. « With sin-’

* Hebrews x. 2%,
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cere affection, and unwavering belief of these -
things which are stated about Jesus,” said

“the Apostle, “let us draw near to him.”

Elsewhere this same divinely inspired writer
speaks of what has since been commonly de-
nominated, very improperly, tke faith of as-
surance ; and expressing the unhesitating

- judgment of his own mind, that he exercised

faith and should be saved says, “I xNow

“whom I have believed, and am persuaded

that he is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto him against that day.” 2Tim.i. 12.

‘Having offered these preliminary consider- -
ations abont the doctrine of assurance, I shall
attempt to convince my hearers,

Ist. Of the Duty, -

Illy. Of the practicability, and

Illly. Of the Means, of a. Christian’s
knowing that he has faith and eternal life.
L. It is the duty of a Christian to know that
he believes on Christ Fesus, and has eternal life.

The Christian of whom I now speak has
some other religion than that which consists
in baptism, profession, and form; for he ac.
tually assents to the testimony of God con-
cerning the way of salvation with all his heart.
He believes through the Spirit, and he ought
to know that he believes.

This may be proved from.the infallible or-

- acles of wisdom. ¢“Examine yourselves,

whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
sclves, how that Jesus Christ is in you except
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ye be reprobates.” 2 Cor. -xiii. .§; In this
passage it is strictly enjoined-as a duty in-
cumbent on us to know whethér we are inthe
faith, or are still reprobates. ~ You may object,

that man is prone to deceive himself, thatthe  {

heart is deceitful, and that many Christian
graces are counterfeited in such a manner
that it is difficult to distipguish the genuine,
from the false : but still the Lord requires us
10 #now what our state is, and be assured that
we have some faith, or no faith in Jesus.

‘¢ Let every man prove his owa work, and
then shall he have' rejoicing in himself alone,
and not in another.” Gal. vi.4. The import
of this injunction undoubtedly is, that every
man should fully know the nature of his own
work, whether of faith, patience, or love, that
from his own consciousness, and assurance
avising from it, and not from the opinions of
his fellow-men about his piety, he might have
holy joy. o .

" By the apostle Peter we are commanded to
add to our virtue knowledge, which is a requi~
sition to know ourselves, and she operations
of our own minds, as well as the character and
- word of God.' 2 Pet. 1. 5. * He saith also,
¢« give diligence to make your calling and
clection sure; for if ye do these thinfs ye
shall never fall.” 2 Pet. i. 10. This is gen-
erally understood to be a command to make
our calling and election certain, or clearly
koown, both to ourselves and others. Of
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course it is our duty to make it evident to
ourselves that we have faith, which is the best
evidence of our being effectually called and -
elected.

“ As ye have, therefore, received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him; rooted
and built-up in him, and stablished in the
faith, as ye have been taught, ahounding
therein with thanksgiving.” Colos. ii. 6, 7.

Believers are required to have an assurance
of their salvation in many passages of the
Bible. ¢« Reckon ye also yoursclves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God .
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. vi. 11,
Paul exhorts the Collossians to perform eve-
ry duty heartily, as to the Lord, and not to
men ; knowing, that of the Lord they shall re-
ceive the reward of the inheritance. Colos-
siauns iii. 23, 24. ‘

By the apostle Peter, thé saints-are com-
manded to “be always ready to give an an-
swer to every man that asketh” of them, “a
reason of the hope that is in” them. 1 Pet.
iii. 15. It follows of course, that it is the duty
of the saints To KNow what this reason of
their hope of eternal life is; for otherwise
they could not give it. If every one ought to
be fully persuaded in his own mind, about the
lawfulness of - eating meats, surely he ought
to be fully persuaded, either that he is a child

of the devil, or a child of God ; and that he
is exposed to everlasting punishmenty or that
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he has passed from a state of condemnatton
~ to acceptance with God. !

Should one say to a minister of the gospel
¢ Sir, I do nat know that 1 am impenitent and
without faith ; neither do I'know that I believe
on Christ and have a title to glory, and there.
fore cannot apply any part of your discourse
to myself;” would not the preacher justly
exclaim? “you ought to know what you are!”
Does not every address to behevers and une
believers in the holy scriptures imply, that
*Jehovah considers it the duty of his rationa
creatures to know whether they are children
or reprobates, and consequently whether they
are accosted by him or not?

Let God say, “ye wicked men, forsake
your ways ; ye impenitent sinners, return un-
to the Lord ; and ye believers, bé-comforted.”
Now, if it is not the duty of the wicked, the
impenitent, and believers, to know individual-
ly their stite, then no duty is violated if all
treat God’s message with neglect and cope
tempt ; for each one might say, ¢ I did not
know, nor was I bound to know, that my
Maker addressed his discourse to me.”

Admitting, then, the obligatioa, you will
ask if any fallen man can ascertain whether
he is a believer or not. I answer,

II. That to arrive at an assprance of our
own faith and salvation is a practicable Chris-
tian duty. You ought to #now, and you may
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#now, friends of Jesus, that you have believ-
ed to eternal life. - -

This is -evinced from the fact that many
have attained to assurance. Amchg the ear-
liest friends of the promised Messiah, Job
could say, ¢ I khow that my Redeemer liv-
eth,” “whom T shall see for myself.” Job .
xix. 25. He could not have used .this lan-
guage of appropriating faith, without as-
surance of a personal mtercst in the Saviour
aof sinners.

- Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory
to God ; and fully persuaded that what he lzad
promised he was able to perform.

Jacob, Joseph and Moses, by ‘all the cir-
cumstances narrated concerning their death,
are exhibited as having no more doubt of the
thinfswhich they believed, and of their in-
terest in the promised SEED, than of their own
existence or personal identity.

David attained to the assurance of fa:th
and a more beautiful expression of this grace,
than the one contained in the twenty-third

Psalm, cannot be found. ¢ The Lord is my

“Shepherd, I shall not want.—Surely goodness

and mercy shall follow. me all the days of my

life; and [ will dwell in the house of the Lord _

for ever.,” Without ostentation, the pious

minstrel of Israel could tune his harp and

sing, * The Lord is my light, and MY salva-

tion; whom shall I fear? the Lord is the
P
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strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid "
¢ Though an host should encamp against me,
my “heart shall not fear; though war should
rise against me, in this will I be confident

. oné thing have I desired of the Lord: that

will [ s€ek after ; that I may dwell in the
house of the Lord, all the days of my life, to
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire
in his temple.” Psalm xxvii. - o
Paul enjoyed a certain knowledge of hit
interest in Christ, when he said to Agrippa,
¢ I would to God that not only thou, but also
all that hear me this day, were both almost
and altogether such as I am, except these
bonds.” Acts xxvi. 29. In language of still
more glorious exultation we hear him saying,
¢« I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
norangels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be

- able to separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom.
viii. '38. “I am now ready to be_offered,

~ and the time of my departure is'at hand.

have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth
there is laid* up for me a crown of righteous:
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge
will give me in that day.” 2 Tim. iv. 6.

" Of all the 4inspired writers John insists

most largely on the duty and possibility of
obtaining an assuyance of faith and salvation.
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He teaches us, that we may ‘‘know that we
know him,” and be confident on scriptural
%ounds, that ¢ our fellowship is with the

ather, and his Son Jesus Christ ;” and that
the blood of the Redeemer ¢ cleanseth ug
from allsin.” ¢ [ have not written unto you,”
he says, ‘‘because ye know not the truth, but

" because ye know it, and that no lie is of the

truth.”? ¢ We know that when he shall appear,
we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as
he is.” “ e know that he was manifested to
take away our sins.” ¢« We know that we’
have passed from death unto life.” ¢« We

know that we- are of the truth and shall as-
sure our hearts before him.” “We know
that he abideth in us,” “ We have known

. and believed the love that God hath to us.”
5 He that believeth in the Son of God hath

the witness in himself.” “ We know that the

~ Son of God is come, and hath given ys an un~

v

derstanding, that we may know him that is
true ; and we are in"him that is true, even m
his Son Jesus Christ.”

For the acquisition of this assurance of
faith and salvation, it does not appear that

- any other influences of the’ Holy Spirit than

those which are enjoyed by believers'in com-
mon are requisite; and since many bave
known that they are believers and have eters
nal life, other believers who actually have the
same faith and the same inheritance, may be
asgured of their high and holy calling.
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From a part of the design of faith, we map
infer the practicability of the duty which Iam
-proving. The ultimate design of faith is the
_ glorifying of Jehovah in the salvation of our
‘souls ; but an inferior object is intended,
even our present peace and felicity, ¢ What-
‘soever things were written aforetime, were
written for. our learning ; that we, through
patience and comfort of the scriptpres, might
have hope.” . Rom. xv. 4. Bu_lr could we
draw any comfert and motives to patience
from the things which are written, if we did
not know that we believe them ?

« Being justified by faith, we have peace
with God.” Rom. v. 1. But if we do not
know that we have faith, we cannot know that
we are justified, and thence derive the plea
sures” of peace, and of hope that maketh not

" ashamed. * Now, the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace IN BELIEVING, that ye
may abound in bope, through the power of
the Holy Ghost.” Rom. xv. 13,
.. Let us, then, proceed to consider, o
- IIl. Tue MEeans by which a. Christian
may attain to an assurance that he has faith,
and eternal life.

The text is a sufficient warrant for the as-
sertion, that there are means of arriving at
certain knowledge on this subject, for John
says, ‘ these things have Iwritten unto you
that belicve on the name of the Son of God,
THAT YE MAY KNow thatye have eternal life.”

T §
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The writings of this apostle, howeyer, would
be of no value to beings who should be desti-
tute of those faculties and pgwers which are
requisite for makiog a right use of them,
The believer’s assurance that he has faith
may be obtained either by consciousness or

- by reasoning, assisted by spiritual conception

and the word of God: | , )

We have a mental faculty called conception,
by which we may form a correct notion of the
act of saving faith, The scriptures describe’
this aét, and make its nature manifest to those
persons whose understandings have been en-
lightened. They distinguish it from other
mental operations, as clearly as they discrimi-
nate between any spiritual and any merely
natural act of the mind. This operation is
really performed by the child of the skies;
for he believes to the saving of the soul.

Now the human mind is furnished with an-
other faculty, which is called consciousness, by
which it takes cognizance of all its own acts,
whether they proceed from natural causes
alone, or from the influence of the Spirit on
our inherent mental constitution. We are
conscious that we judge, reason, remember,
feel, and act. Should a witness testify,. that
hie remembers to have heard words spoken,
the judge might ask, ¢ do you know that you

- remember to have heard those words which,

you repeat?” and he might answer, ¢ Zam

g



182

conscious that I remember.” Inlike manner;.
snould any one assert that he delieves a states:

ment to be true, and be questloned concern-

ing his belief, he might.say, “ I am conscious.
that I believe.” Every such answer evinces

the existence of the faculty of consciousness;:

and points out its particular office. It is no-
less employed about spiritual and holy acts of

the mind, than about those which are common’
to the children of darkness,

By this faculty any one who conceives what
it is to believe an the Lord Jesus Christ, and-
actually believes, may affirm, Jam conscious
of performing that very mental operation
which the scriptures represent to be saving
faith. This consciousness is the highest kind
of knowledge: and that this mental facalty
might be employed in giving the believer ase
surance of his actually believing, John and.
others have written to us a faithful descrip-
. tion of all the Christian graces. That man’

in whom the Holy Spirit_dwells may be as-
truly and infallibly conscious of exercising.:
faith, as any patural man of accrediting.the:
testimony of his neighbour about some world-.
ly transaction. ¢ But the natural man re-
ceiveth oot the things of the Spirit of God
for they are foolishness unto him: neither.
can he know thcm, because they are splrnual-
ly discerned.” ‘
Another method of koowing that we be-
lieve is by the faculty of reasoning, operating .-
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in: con_]uncuon with other faculties dn'ected

by:the words of life. -

“We . may form a correct notion from the
sacred oracles, of the grace of /ove, whether it
be . exercised in relation-to man, or the bles
sed ‘Saviour, or the Eternal Father. We
may be conscious of -an act of holy love ; we
may remember that we were conscious of’
having loved, and then we may believe that
every person who loves is born of God, and
has faith in the Redeemer. " Then we may
reason thus; every-one that loveth God ‘is
regenerated : I am conscious of loving God ;
therefore I am regenerated. -And again;
every regenerated person has faith; 1ama
regenerated person; and therefore I have
faith. In this way believers may by infer-
ence arrive at an assurance that they are
believers.

The apostle John makes no formal syl-
logism, but the substance of all which he offers
concerning the undoubting confidence of a
believer, may be reduced to one. * My litile
chlldren," he says, * let us not love in word,
neither in tongue ; butin deed and in truth?
And HEREBY WE KNOW that we are of the
truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.”

- Qur assurance that we are of the truth is as-

certained by the fact that we sincerely love
our brethren. He supposes that we must
have intuitive knowl:dge of our affections ;
or that the mind is conscious of the feeling of
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love. He informs us that love is an insepa.
rable concomitant of faith on the Son of God;
and then we are left to draw the conclusion,
that we are -of the truth, because we know
that we love the saints.  We must either dis |
pute that love proves the existence of faith,
or be without consciousness of loving; ot else,
knowing the certainty of these things, con:’ |
clude that we have saving faith. < Wé know
. that we have passed from death unto life bet
cause we love the brethren.” o
- The scriptures teach us, that ngne of the
holy fruits of the Spirit are found in him who
is not united to Jesus Christ, by a living
faith ; and that evangelical repentance, fear,
hope, ‘desire, approbation, and love, singly
and collectively, prove the fact of regenera
tion, or of our being gquickened together
‘with Christ. After we have beep taught to
discern the nature of any one of these graces
of the Spirit, we may be conscious of exer-
cising it, and hence may argue thus: .
The man who has any one saving graceis
united to Christ by faith: :
~ Now I am conscioug that I have some one
waving grace 3 y SN
" Therefore, I am united to Christ by faith,
~In this manner the knowledge that any one
fruit of the Spirit is found in our minds may
lead to 'the assurance that we belieye on the
San of God. ' '
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. ‘Concverning eternal life, we remark, that a
bqliever may have ‘intuitive knowledge that

'he enjoys something ofsthat spiritual activity

and felicity which appertains to one whose
eternal life is. commenced in regeneration ;

‘but the assurance that any one shall be finally

saved from hell and brought to heaven must
always be a matter of inference. - Of now em-
bracmg Christ, who is called eternal life, and
which we are said to have, we may be con-
scious ; but we can know that we shall always
abide in him only by a train of reasoning.

. This is' eternal life to know the only. true
'God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. ¥
'“ And hcreby we do know that we know him,
if we keep his commandments.”} His com.
mandments are summarily comprehended in
love to God and man. If then we have holy
love, we know that we have the experimental .
knowledge of God, which proves us to be
heirs of eternal hfe.

It is of the consciousness of love that ]obn‘
says, ‘‘if our heart condemn us;” if, our
mind pass sentenee upon us, that we are des-
titute of holy love to our brethren, then ¢ God
is greater than our heart, and knoweth all
things;” and of course must condemn us, as
being destitute of that which we know we do
not possess. But“ beloved, if our heart con-
dema us not,” as it must do if we are not in-

# John xvii, 3. ' 11 John i 3.




188

ternally persuaded that we love God anl
mao, “then have we confidence - towarts
God.” 1 John iii. 20, 2t. John could not
intend that he whose blinded and callous
mind condemns him not df being a sinner,
should have' confidence before God; much
less could he have insinuated, that everyone |
whose heart condemns him for bejng by na- |
ture a child of wrath, remains under sentence |
of death, and destitute of Christian assurance,

Indeed the connection of the words requires

a1s to give some such paraphrase as this: “if
you know that you have no love, God must

- Xknow it ; and if you condemn yourselves for
‘being without it, God must be as equitable
your conscience, and condemn you too ; but

i your consciousness of having love, willnot
permit you to condemn yourselves as being
wholly without it, then you may assure your
heart before him ; for every one that lovetb,.
§s born of God.” : ,
We may infer our final salvation from the-
existence of faigh thus: :
He who believeth on Jesus Christ shaﬁ be
saved : )

. I am conscious that' I believe on ]esm

Christ:

Thefore I shall be saved.’

Of the truth of the first proposition the
Scriptures leave no doubt; for the promises:
and assurances that every believer shall be:
saved, arc spread over the who[c wordof God. .
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11/ . How any one may be conscious, or may

i
o

s

i

lezitimately conclude, that he believes, has
been shown ;- and the consequence follows as

-nécessarily as any truth which results from

any course of reasoning.
.. Here Idesire that it may be forever settled
ir your minds, that no person has any better
reason to judge, that he shall be saved from
bell;than he has to conélude that he has faith
in Christ: and every person’s evidence thathe . .
shall enter heaven, is just as bright asthe evi-
dence of his believing on the Son of God. '

. % This is his commandment, That we should

believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ,
and love one another.” ¢ But whoso keep-
eth.his word, in him verily is the love of God
perfected: hereby kmow we that we are in
him.” 1 John ii. 5. andiii. 23, :

Toleave us without any excuse for not, be.
ing assured of our state, the apostle John gives
us another, and yet another mode of trial to-
which we shall do well to yield our serious
attention. , :

¢ Hereby know we that we dwell in him,
and he in us, because he hath given us of his
Spirit.” 1 John iv. 13, In the first discourse
of this series you have been taught how any
one may ascertain that the Holy Spirit is in
him : here therefore, I merely remark, that _
to confess that Jesusis the Son of God, to be- -
lieve the love which God hath to us, to love
our brother man, and to be free from slavish

=
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fear, are enumerated as proof of the inhabita
tion of the Spirit. - Now the believer may
thus reason: every one to whom God has
given the Spirit is united to Christ for salva.
tion : but God has given me the Spirit: there.
fore I am united to Christ for salvation. T
is as certain that this person will be saved, as
that God has given him the Spirit of truth,
of consolation, of ugion, and purification.

i In the last course of reasoning which [
shall adduce, from this A postle of love, the ma-
jor proposition is a more extensive and gene-
ral one than any which has been consideted.

- « There are,” he says, “three that beat wit.
ness in earth, the Spirit, the water, and the
blood : and these three agree in one.” 1 John
v. 8. Concerning this passage I think with
the venerable Newton, that ke Spirit de-
notes a divine light in the understanding,
communicated by the Spirit of God, enabling
the soul to perccive and approve the truth.
The water seems to intend the powerful in-
fluence of ‘this knowledge and light in the
work of sanctification, and the blood, the appli-’
cation of the blood of Jesus to the conscience,
relieving it from guilt and fear, and impart-’
inga ¢peace which passeth all understanding’*
And he that believeth hath this united testi-
mony of the Spirit, the water, and the blood,
not by hearsay only, but in himself.”#*

: % Rev. J. Newton’s Works : Letter viii, of Ve'. ]
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_ The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost

bear record in heaven, not merely to the son- .

ship of Christ,as most commentators seem to

suppose, but to the general and particular
truths of the gospel, and especially to the fact
that all who believe on the Mediator are born
of God, are united to Jésus Christ, shall over-
come the world by faith, and have eternal life.
To these things they bear witness before the

“inhabitants of heaven, and without this re-

cord the angels could not know that they are
sent forth to minister to such as shall inherit
everlastmg glory; mor could they rejoice over
a sinner repenting, as over’ a member of the
mystlcal body of the Lamb.

‘Now' there are three that bear witness on

- earth, and their testimony is borne to the mind .

of every believer; and is received by him,
that he who believeth that Jesus is the Christ
_overcometh the world, and hath eternal life.
We admit the testimony of men, and much

" more ought we to admit the testimony of God

the Spirit in our hearts. ¢ If we receive th€
witness of men, the witness of God is great-
er,” and “this is the witness of God which
he hath testified of his.Son ;” « that God hath

* given to us eternal life; and this life is in his -

Son. He that hath the Son hath life.”” ¢ He
that believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness,” the witness .which the Spirit, the
water, and the blood bear, “im himgeli”
Q ,




. . 196 7

:“*Tkese things-have I written unto you tha |

believé on the name of the Son of God, that

ye may know that ye have eternal life;” by §
attending, as ‘we think, tothe witness which.

each believer has in himself.

" The argument by which any one should
prove, from these passages of scripture, thai
he shall assuredly be saved, would stand thus:

Any one who has the witness of the Spirit,

the water, and the blood in himself, is united

to Christ by faith . :
-+ But I know that I have in mysel the wit-
ness of the Spirit, the water, and the blood:
- Therefore, I am united to Christ by faith,
Another chain connected with this, will bring
him to assurance -of his own salvation : for,
to all who are united-to Christ by faith, Jelio-
vah has promised salvation ; but he is united
to Christ by faith : and therefore Jehovah has

‘promised to him salvation, ’
The only difficulty in arriving at the cer-
tainty of our own salvation in this way, lies

. in knowing that we have the joint witness of

the three in ourselves. But that we may
know that the Spirit of God is in us has been
proved; and it would be easy to show, that
we may be sensible of experiencing his puric
fying influences, and of feeling the happiness
which springs from pardoning blood.

The child of the Highest may know, and

often does know, that he hungers ‘and thirsts
after righteousness, feels poor in spirit; 1

e—
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i, ‘meek, mourns for sin and sioners, is -mere

G ciful, cultivates peace, and suffers willingly

for the Redeemer’s sake. He may say unto -
the-Lord, “whom have I'in heavenbut thee?
and there is none on earth that I desire be» -
sides thee.” Being conscious of these things,
he hears the true God say, that they are the
fruits of the Spirit; and then he judges, with-
out any doubt entering his mind on the sub-.
Ject, for the present, that his spirit, winging
its way on pinions of faith and love to the

- mountain of the Lord, has lighted at the .

fountain of the waters of sanctification. Then
be knows that he is actually experiencing the
thing represented by water in baptism, even
the fidelity of the covenant, triune Sanctifier,
and the cleansing efficacy of the grace of the
.gospel. * Then, the Spirit itself beareth wit-
;ess with his spirit that he is a ¢hild of Ged.
"He may be conscious of feeling too, a live-
1y application of the atonement made by Jesus, .
and of spiritually eating his flesh and drinking
his blood, so as thence to derive the life of
his spiritual activity and of all his joys. He
is conscious that, Christ is precious to him,
and that the cross, in his sight .more beauti-
ful and desirable than the fairest tree of know=
ledge in paradise, flourishes with fruits that
are ripening for eternity. -He knows thdt he
cleavés to Christ as his dearest brother, as the
partner of his bosom, as his righteousness,
strength, and salvation. He may, therefore,
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without presumption say; ¢ I kriow that Ihave
in myself the witness of the Spirit, the water,
and the blood ;” and thence draw the happy
conclusion, # I shall be saved from Satan, sin,

- death,-and hell.” . -

Thrice blessed assurance! ‘Happy are all

“they who know that they have eternal life!

‘They shall still seek thy favour, and “ rejoict
ever more” in' thee, blessed Saviour of

" sinners !

Reluctantly, when I Athink'of' our daty, bit

" with some satisfaction, when I know it may

encourage some of the friends of Immanuel,

do I acknowledge, that all believers havenot
an assurance’ of their own faith and future

salvation. Some have been born, who have
not reflected upon their birth ; and love Je-
sus, while they would think it -presumption,
or want of humility, to say with Peter, “ Lord,
thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I

- love thee ! ‘ ,

What can be offered  as a suitable address
to these timid disciples? Surely I may not
account them epemies of the Lord ; nor yet
may I justify their want of assurance. -

Dear friends, your God and Saviour com-
mands you to know that you are in the faith,
and are not reprobates. Your felicity and
growth in grace demand that you should dili-
gently examine the operations of your own
minds, and compare them with the inspired

- descriptians of faith, love, repentance, and

3‘;
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the:spirit of new obedienge. Can yousitstill;

can you slumber quietly on. your beds, whxle
it is to your own minds uncertain what your
state is? What! do you not know that you
believe on Christ to the saving of the soul?.
Then you do not know but you are unbeliev-.
ers, the foes of the Friend of sinners, the
slaves of the devil, the deluded ones of the
«deceiver, and the persons op whom the wrath
-of God abides, and shall abide for ever! If

- you are not assured of entering heaven, you

cannot know that you shall not lie down in

‘everlasting burnings. How can you remain,

in distressing uncertainty ? . How can you en-
dure the thought that your portion may pos-
sibly, and perhaps ‘probably, be in hell, with
damned spirits, the abominable, the devll and -
his imps of darkness?

This state of doubting is a sinful state ;
and by it, every one who is an Israglite in-
deed, dishonours Him who gave him the
faculty of knowing what his own mental ope-

- rations are, while he practically impeaches

the veracity of God, and suggests that the
divirely prescribed rules for attaining to as-
surance of a personal interest in Jesus are in-
sufficient, or useless.

Awake then, ye heirs of celestaa\ bliss, pray
fervently for clear conceptions of the truth,
for candour in judging of yourselves, for a
vigorous exercise of the faculty of conscious-

Q2
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N ness, and by these means for ability to discem,
: and acknowledge, and magnify, the work of
i the Holy Spirit on your. minds. “Ye shall
" know that I am the Lord,” saith Jehovah;
i and I pray you, Christians, not to treat the
? Holy Ghost as if he were incapable of mani.
i festing his work, aud making himself known § .,
| {0 you. o : ‘
It will be no less conducive tc your happi
3 ness than to the advancement of the divine
4 glory, for you to know, that you have etérnal
b life: for, without this knowledge, how can
N you apply the great and precious promises to
‘ yourselves, and drink of the fuil streams of
consolation? You have heard, that “all things
work together for good to them that love
I God ;" but if you know not that you léve
1 . God,you cannot judge, and have no reason to
{ hope, that all things will work together’ for
“yourgeod. - . _
: You have learned that ¢ the just by faith
‘ shall live ;- but you know not that yeu have
i . faith; of course you know not that you are
A accounted just by your Judge; nor can you
know that you shall live, the everlasting life
of fulness of. joy at His right hand.,
; ¢ The eyes of the Lord are qver the righ-
i teous, and his ears are open to their prayers;” }

! but you know not that- you are righteous by
" receiving the unspeakable gift of God, and
i therefore you. cannot know, that Jehovah

[ o
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favourably regards you, and your addresses

to his throne.
How much more deslrable would it be, on

~ sufficient and scriptural ground to stand, and -
- say, ¢ Jwas guilty ; but my guilt has been

removed : [ was far from righteousness ; but

it has been brought nigh to me: 7 was an un-

clean thirig ; but .I have.begun to be holy :

was dead in, trespasses and sins; .but [ have

become alive to God : T was subject to all the
curses of the Bible; but now I have an as-
sured interest in all the promises it contains :
T was in the*road to hell ;- but now my steps
take hold on heaven?”

I a#y of you, my brethren, have obtained
an assurance of faith and salvation, be careful
that you do not lose it, through neghgence,
and the deceitfulnessof sin. .

We have divine security that all the re-
deemed shall be kept, by the powerof. God,
through faith, unto salvation ; but we have no
-authority of God for saying, that the person
who is once assured of his interest in Christ

- and the life everlasting, shall constantly re-

tain this assurance. Nor does the experience
of the pious lead us'to conclude that a well
grounded assurance once obtalned must al-
wayvs remain.

When we be(ome too much devoted to the
world, and engaged in its pleasmes ; when’
strong cemptatxons assail, and in some instan-
ces gain the victory ; when we have ne sen-
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sible, present love, faith, repentance and hope;
when our Father hides his facedn displeasure;
then we must doubt whether we ever believ-
ed; shall say, Q! that it were with us as in

. days that are past! and shall have many in-
ducements to think, that we have laboured
under a delusion when we thought favourably
of oyr spiritual condition.

?;re would always be assured, and enjoy’
the delights which flow from Such high confi.
dence, we must always believe, and be obedj-
entto the commandments. '

¢ Beloved, building up yourselves on your
most holy falth, praying in the Holy Ghost,
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Chnst unto
eternal life.”” AmMEN,
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SERMON X.

~
-

THE END OF FAITH.

“ Receiving the end of your faith, even the sal-
vation of your souls.” 1 PETER 1. 9.

MANY who wear the badges of Chris.

* tianity, and ‘many public tedchers too, have

advised us to preach less about faith, and
more about moral duties. The reason which
they assign for such counsel is, that the doc-
trine of the justification of the ungadly
through faith alone must render mankind re-
mise in the performance of duty, if it does not
even promote licentiousness:

Itis the glorious truth of the ever blessed
God, that the perfect righteousnes of the
Redeemer is imputed to the vilest sipner who
believes on Christ Jesus, and that so soon as
he receives the gift of saving faith, being
united to the Saviour of sinners, he is account-
ed legally holy. The oljection made to this
doctrine of faith is founded in ignorance of
the nature of that salvation which is the end of

JSaith.

It is proposed as the object of this discourse
to state /n the first place, the scriptural doc.
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trine of salvation ; to show, in the second plce,
that this salvation is the end of faith ; and to
consider, in the third place, the time of the re-
_ception of this salvation. A brief application
of the subject will then be attempted ; and
may the God of truth bestow his blessing on
the words of our mouth, and the meditation
of your hearts. Amen. o ‘
I. The scriptural doctrine of salvation nes
cessarily implies the truth, that mankind are
in a fallen condition, and liable to endure the
wrath and curse of God for ever; for you
would not speak of saving that which wasia
no 8anger of being lost ; nor would you speak
of an everlasting salvatisn of any thing which
was not lost for eternity. We might speak
of the preservation of man in innocence, but
salvatipn was g thing unknown befare the fall.
.The Son of man came .to seek and o save
that which was lsst.  If men, therefore, deny
the doctrine of the apostacy, they are verf
consistent with themselves in opposing also
the doctrine of salvation by the Redeemer;
and the notions which men entertain of their
~ need of salvation will be commensurate with
their notions of human depravity. If men
are not entirely ruined, they need notan en-
tire salvation ; if they have any strength, itis
not necessary that Christ should become their L
whole strength ; and if they have any inherent
righteousness, it is superfluous that Jesus
should become their only righieousness.

- I .



i

199
A ‘.
- I{ men can perform any thing in the work
of salvation, Christ need not perform the
“whole, and thus become the Lord our Righte-

ousness, Strength, and Salvation. -

Hence, if it be discovéred to. be 2 certain
truth that man, in his natural estate, is not
wholly an unclean thing, it will also be mani-
fest, that a partial Saviour, a Redeemer in
part, and a Sanctifier in part, or'a Socinian
God and Saviour will answer the purpose of
effecting our restoration. But the 'word of
God assures us, that in due time, whed we
were without strength, and righteousness,
when we were ungodly and condemned,
-Christ died for us, that he might redeem us,
sanctify us, and introduce usto heaven. Sal-
,vation consists in the restoration of madn from
‘'that estate into which he has fallen by diso-
bedience, to that everlasting felicity which
was promised in the covenant of works.” He
was just with God, and enjoyed his immedi-
ate friendship : he was like his God in know-
ledge, and true holiness, and had he continu-

* " ed upright during the time of probation would -

have been rendered pcrfectly blessed in the
' celestial paradise.

By sin man became gwlty and miserable.
The scriptural salvation is a’ complete deliv-’
erance from guilt and misery. With, or
without man’s cpnsent, heis gnder obllgatlons
to.obey God, and is the subjecgfiy his govern-
ment. - Jehovahexcrcxses discipiine over our

~

[ — -



- -
\

‘me.v ]

animal and moral nature. We are bord un:
der law to Him. Sin is both a transgression
of this law, and a want of conformity to it,
for “all unrighteousness is sin ;"% and the
Lawgiver has pronounced all sioful persons
obnoxious ta the penalties which are incurred
by disobedience. All have sinned, and God
holds. all men, in their natural estate, under
obligation to suffer that punishment which his
law denounces. T#ss is cuiLT. From:this
we must be delivered ; and from this all shall
be delivered, who through precious faith ob
tain an interest in the common salvation.

The scriptures teach, that the saved sioner
is made free from all obligations to suffer the -
penality. of the broken law, by the death of
Christ. Through the righteousness of his
Surety, which God has accepted in favour of

" the sinner, he is judicially, accounted holy,
and divine Justice no longer cries, “let him
be accursed, because he hath not continuedin
all things, writien in the book of the law, to
do them.”  Ibstead of exclaiming “ ven-

. geance! vengeance ! on his guilty head,” the

Judge is satisfied, and the law finds no fault
with him. Sinner as he is in himself, yet in

* Many of late have rejected the Assembly’s definition
of sih, and say it consists exclusively in positive exerith
They addace, as proof of their doctrine, John's declaration,
that “sin is a transgression of the law ;” but the sdne
Apostle also says, “ all unrighteonsness,” which isa want
of rightecousness, or of conformity tp law, ¢ is sin,"
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- his favour the law has accepted that perfect
righteousness which it demanded for his juss
tification. After this he is guiltless, and he
is-not required to perform any single action
with the expectation, or desire, of being ac-
quitted by it, before the tribunal of Heaven,
It only remains that the sinner should be de-
livered from THE MISERY of the apostacy,
ard then his salvation will be complete,

-When justified through faith Ais guilt nolong-
er exists; but alas! much misery remains.

. This comprehends all those consequences of
" sin, which are notincluded in guilt.

Unbelief, rejection from the favour of our
God, blindness of understanding, perverse aft«
fections, a wounded spirit, the depravement
of all our mental faculties, a degraded and

mortal body, the unhappiness of the,present -

life, death, progressive wickedness, increasing

‘anguish through eternity, and the loss of

. a covenant title to the felicity of heaven, con-
stitute the misery of sin.

. By giving God the lie Adam fell, and by
the fall all men became subject to unbelief.
Discredit of the divine testimony is the pro-
lific source of all our woe. Sucha deteriora-
tion of our faculties has taken place, and in
such a degree has God withdrawan the illumi-
nation of his Spirit, that all natural men are
ignorant, and incapable of spritural conceptian
or discernment. Hence salvation consists in

, "R . I
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part, in having the eyes of our mind opened,
and in being made, through the rectification
of our faculties, to know God and Jesus
Christ, whom to know -is life. eternal. No
man is completely saved until his mental con.
stitution is so changed as to exclude false per- °
ceptions, erroneous imaginations, perverse
reasonings, stupidity of conscience, slothful |
ness of memory, and all rebellious activity.
Adam in innocence, it is true, did not know

all things ; but his finite intellectual faculties |

ever obtained their proper object. . There
were no clouds, fogs, vapours, and illusions
bovering around his mind. Neither was his
will perverse. It ever chose such things as
pleased God. Never, then, can any son of
Adam be said:to be effectually saved, until' |
his heart has been purified from every corrupt
‘bias, until it Joves supremely and constantlf
-what God loves, and hates what God "hates.
When you are saved, you will be delivered
from all inordinate affections, and passions of

mind, which here dishonour and vex-us; 0 §

that chagrin, disappointment, vexation, mal-
ice, envy, revenge, pride, scorn, distrust, un
kindness, hatred, slander, injustice, fear, gricf,
sorrow, and despair, will find no place.
And thou frail body too, partner of the soul
in sin, shall have thy part in this great salva-
tion, for thou shalt be raised incorruptible apd
etherial from the dust; to be afflicted with
deformity, excrescences, pains, diseasé, and
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lust no more, Thou shalt, when saved, al-
ways be obedient to the transformed spirit,
and subserve the interests of reason, good-
ness, and grace alone.

The saved sinner, thus changed and per-
fected in the component parts of his nature,
shall stand before his Judge, that his salvation

" may be publicly manifested to all accountable

a

beings. Then shall the King Eternal say, to
all in whom this glorious work has been com-
wmenced, and carried on thus far, ¢ come ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom,
prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.” ¢ Ye are they which have continued
with me in my temptations: and I appoint -
unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath ap-

- pointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink

at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” These
shall sif down .in the enlivening and happy
socigty of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Paul and
John: “neither can they die any moré, for
they are equal unto the angels ; and are the
_children of God, being the children of the re-

surrection.” These shall ascend into heaven,

with the Redeemer, to be employed in his
holy service unceasingly ; to hold the most
familiar communion with him ; to behold his
glories; to review the triumphs of his cross;
to witness - the future developement of the
coursels of the Godhead, in respect to other
systems of worlds ; and to have all that ingel-
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lectual, moral, social, aud spiritual happiness
of which their still finite, but perfect faculties
“are capable. Jehovah shall diffuse’ around
them all, the light of his reconciled counte.
nance, and cause them to shine in theirres |
pective spheres, as the luminaries of heaven,
for ever and ever. - , )
Let a sinner be justified, and perfectly
changed in his character and circumstances;
let him be like ‘the” ascended Jesus in body,
and in spirit ; let him associate with the inhabe
itants of heaven, to love them, and be loved
by them all ; let him meet his most esteemed
relatives and acquaintance, ransomed from
carth and hell ; let him cast his eye across
the gulph, to see the smoke ascending from
the pit which he has escaped; let him take
his place among the millions of sinners made
perfect by the Lamb ; let him receive a gold-
en harp, and, while he sings with all his’sogl,
hear the softest, sweetest symphanies from
the innumerable choirs that chaunt the praises
of redeeming love ; and then, because he ex-
periences, will he understand the bature of
everlasting salvation. '
II. This perfect salvation from the guilt
and misery of sin, is the end of faith. This
. will appear from three considerations.
1. Our personal salvation is the end which
God proposes to accomplish by working faith
il us. .
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The object of saving faith, Christ Jesus -
the Saviour, was given to be the propitiation
for our sins, to purchase our deliverance from
the guilt and' misery of them. To effect the
salvation, in all its parts, which has been ex-
hibited to-you, was the design of God, when
he laid help on one mighty t6 save. He sent
not his Son to condemn the "world. Christ
came not to be the minister of sin, the pander
to sensuality, It was no object which the
DertY has proposed in his word, as the end’
of sending a Saviour, that the chxldren of men
might 7ot be saved from sin, as well as hell.

- The plan was perfected in heaven ; the de-
cree went forth, the Son of :God descended,
and was clothed with human nature. Hq
came, to accomplish the divine purpose of
justifying, sanctifying, and restoring a pecu-

. liar people, who should be zealous of good

works. He came, that we might be holy, for
God is holy; and that being sanctified
throughout, in body, soul, and spirit, we
might glorify our Father, who is in heaven,
and enjoy him for ever. Nothing but salva-
tion from guilt and misery has God ever proa.
mised to effect by the grace of faith. It is not
written, * this is the end of your faith, to re-

" main unholy and be alienated from God,” but,

“he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

All the promises, commands, and exhorta-

tions of the sacred scriptures on this subject,
R 2

'
1
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prove, that the end which in the eternal conn-

sels was proposed to be accomplished by faith,
is the recovery of fallen man to the coudition
of a just, holy, and happy child of the skies.
To fulfil these decrees the Holy Ghost works
faith in our hearts, by the word of God:

‘2. The salvation of the soul is the end
which the believer proposes to himself to be
obtained in the exercise of saving faith, -

. Here it is necessary for Christians to ex-
amine the operations of their own minds, and
recur to the experience of their own hearts.
Believers in Jesus, I appeal to your own per-
sonal knowledge. When the Spirit of God
gave you saving perceptions of your own
guilt and misery, and of the offices of Christ,
_ by which he is constituted a Deliverer, did
you desire Christ for any other purpose, of 2
legal nature, than justification? Did: you

ever propose to accept of him, that you might

be left in the state of condemnation? Iknow
that you tould not have desired a Saviour,
that you might be damned by himn.
Moréover, when you were convinced of the
degradation of your natures, of the deceitful-
ness of your hearts, of the rebellion of your
wills, and the darkness of your understand-
ings; when you felt that sin is a deadly
plague, that it separated youn from God, and
made you wretched, did you think of receive
~ ing a Saviour, that you might retain that
which you most deeply abhorred? Did yonac-

R i
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_-kept of Christ, that you might continue in sin ?

You knew, I am confident, that Jesus saves.
his people from their sins, and that he is a ho-
ly Saviour. For this end, that you might be-
come holy, and happy too, you prayed, * Lord
Jesus, have mercy on us, miserable sinners.”
We are not of the number who suppose, (to

"use the expfession of an old divine,) “that

the Christian must carry fire in one hand to

-hurn up heaven, and water in the other to

quench hell, before he can truly love.” By

-faith we saw the abode of misery, moving to

meet us at our coming down, and accepted of
Christ, that he might deliver us from the bot-

- tomless, pit. We had a glimpse of heaven,

and desired that our Redeemer would intro-,
duce us to its felicities. :

Sanctification we saw to be necessary, and
Christ was presented to us-as a Refiner, We
accepted of him for the sole purpose for which
he is proffered to us in the gospel, that he
might instruct us in the knowledge of God,
that he might make atonement for our sins,
‘and . rule us with the sceptre of justice and
mercy. S

You never proposed to commit yourselves
to Jesus, that he might leave you to perish in
pollution, to sink into hell; but when you
were in anguish, deliverance was promised,

- and you believed ; help was offered, and vou

accepted : you fled to the REFuGe. from the
storm, to the CovERT from the tempest, of

-
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divine indignation. The fervent, personal 1
petition of every one of you was, - = . .
“ Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to thy bosom fly, -
While the billows near me roll, o
While the tempest still is high:: =

¢« Hide me, O my Saviour, hide,”
Till the storm of life be past;
Safe into the haven guide,
Oh! receive my soul at last.”

8. The salvation of our souls is the: end
which is.actually obtained by evangelical faith,

Examine the recards of the Charch, the
statements of the Holy Scriptures, and the
hearts of all the saints, and- you will find, that
faith never failed to unite its- possessor to
Christ, to deliver him from condemnation, to
- purify his whole nature, to make him like his
Maker, and to introduce him, finally, to the
full enjoyment of God in heavep, If any de-
ny this, we state as an incontrovertible fact,
that whatever infidels and mere moralists have
said in commendation of good works, the-
men of evangelical faith have actually per.
formed them. No men are more abundant
in all the works of benevolence 5 N6 men are
more diligent in the pursuit of whatsoever
things are honest, just, pure, lovely, and of
good report, than those very persons who
cling for their lives to the doctrine of Justifis
cation by faith alone, We see their salvation”
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acmally begun here, and; may ‘expect it will
be perfected hereafter.
' IILI This sefitiment will be confirmed by
the consideration of the time of fecezvmg this
~ great salvation from sin and hell.

The apostle Peter was very far from be-
lieving, that salvation commenced with our
introduction to heaven, for he represents
Christians as loving God in this life; as per-
sons who believing, rejoice, even now, with
joy unspeakable and full of glory; yea, as
persons who are EVEN NOow RECEIVING the
end of their faith, in justification, and sancti-
fication. - Thisis the fact ; for in the moment

" in which a person believes on the Son of God,
a perfect righteousness is imputed to him, so
that there is now no longer any condemnation

“to him. Even in this life he is pardoned,
and God accounts him a restored son and fel-
low-heir with Jesus, instead of a rebel. He
is. justified, by a single act of that God and
Father who has accepted him, in THE Be-
LOVED.

- The other- part of salvation, which consists
in the washing of regeneration, and the pro-
gressive purification of his nature, is also com-
-menced, at the moment of believing on Christ;
but it will not be perfected until the body
shall have been refined in the grave.

It is not more certain, that believers are to
be finally rescued from all sin, and from hell,
than that they are saved in part in this world.

e —————————
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Sin is exterminated in exact proportion to the:

grace which is communicated. If apy man
1s a believer, he is daily recéiving the end of
his faith, the salvation of his soul. In this

life he is kept back from many iniquities,

Jeore

which unbelievers perpetrate, and he-subdues, ' ;

by divine assistance, many of those enemies
of his peace which formerly led him captive.
He grows in grace; his faith is increased;
his benevolence expands; his knowledge is
augmented ; he enjoys God ; he waxes vals
iant in resisting the devil, and learns to over-
come the world. He feeds on angel’s food ;
and while he dwells below, in peace of cons
science, love to- Christ, and the anticipation
of the future, finds heaven begun. o
Such, then, being the scriptural doctrine of
the end of faith, let us make some personal
application of the discourse. It is profitable
for instruction, examination, seproof; and cons
&solation. . ‘ . e
The 1nsTRUCTION deducible is principally
. this: that faith regards a rational. object of
pursuit ; that we arenot only presented with
evidence, but are urged to believe by the most
powerful motives;  and that Saving Faith
does not imply, as some assert, a willingness
to be eternally miserable for the glory of God.
Were we to cherish the gospel with any de-
sign to obtain a resignation of ‘heart to the
damnation of hell, the end of sur faith would
not be the end which God proposes, even the
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salvation of the 'soul. In such a case we
-should {rustrate the purpeses of divine grace
by the exercise of faith.

If then. my hearers, any one should ask of
you this question, *is your love to God so
.disinterested that you would be willing to per-
ish for his glory ?” give the answer, “if you
are willing to be a guilty, polluted, miserable
being for ever, I am not ; neither have I so

; learned Christ; for the end of faith is the
A salvation of the soul ; and the end of salvation
is the glorification of our covenant God.” ..
The ExaMINATION, to which the discourse
should lead each one of us, is of this kind.
Have I contemplated deliverance from pun-
ishment and pollution, and the everlasting ser-
'vice of Jehovah in heaven, as the ood to be
- obtained by committing my soul to Jesus
Christ? Do I as sincerely wish purification
as pardon? Do I feel that my salvation would
be incomplete without the rectification of all
the faculties of the mind? Do I desire, not
. merely a change of volitions, but to be ¢ re«
newed in the WHOLE MAN ‘after the image of
God,” and To BE ENABLED to die unto sin,
and live unto righteousness? Do I confide
in the Saviour, that he may save me from my-
self, the world ; the flesh, and the devil?

-If I have saving faith I have already re-
ceived in part that salvation for which I fled
to Jesus. . Have I then the evidence within
myself that I am partially saved already? Do

S
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I rejoice in liberation from the curse ; anddo
I also experience power operating to the sub-
jugation of those sins which formerly had do-
minion over me ? Am [ already saved from
habitual insensibility to the gospel and its glo-
rious Author? Am I delivered from reign-
ing unbelief? Has God saved me, through
_faith, from  habitual distrust of his prayi-
dence ; from indiffzrence to his glory ; from
the supreme love of myself; and from a
prayerless, thankless, Christless spirit? Has
God saved me from the unbridled. controul of
the god of this world, so that I can now resist
the wicked one? Has God delivered me
from the dominance of the maxims and fash-
. ions of the-world which lieth insin? . Have {
fortitude to abstain from following a multitude
todo evil ? , ‘ e
If you can answer truly, that God has alrea-
dy saved you in part, rest assured of the pos
session of saving faith here, and of eternal life
hereafter, for he who has begun a good work
in you will perfect it in the day of his power.
The REPROOF suggested by the discourse
_is directed to those who affirm that they have
faith, but have not ; and to all who make no:
pretensions to this inestimable grace. .You
say, sinners, that you believe. Where is the
evidence of the truth of your assertion? You
have not received, either in whole, or in part,
" that salvation which is the end of faith. You
are utteily in fault.  Why do ye lie uato your!
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awn souls, unte men, and to God ? Prove by
a partial sanctification at least, that you believe
‘i1 the Saviour ; bring forth some of the fruits -
of saving faith, or else confess that you have
no Ppresent -interest in Jesus Christ. Faith
which does not save a4 man is not sawing faith :
and faith which has not begun to effect a
man’s salvation is dead.. It is the faith of
the devils; or a faith not so good as theirs.
‘Those Christians, who are unsocial, morose,
unchaste, and unfeeling, who are men of the
world; who fear to do their duty ; who had

" rather displease God than a party, a friend,

or the people; who do nothing more for
Christ’s kingdom than the unbelieving, who
profane the Sabbath, and grudge any support
given to the gospel, are a burlesque upon the
Christian name. Either class yourselves with
those who reject Christ, or bring forth some
‘of the fruits of union to the True Vine; for
God abhors lukewarm disciples, and withered
branches, They are in his esteem fit only for.
the flames. Repent, or he will cast you into
the unqaenchable lake.

Here one introduces himself, at the head

- .of alarge compauy, to say, * thanks be to God

we never pretended to have faith.” Itis se
auch the worse for you! What! can you
despise the salvation of your immortal souls ?
Are you innocent when you contemn the Son
of God ?
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“ But we are no hypocrites : we-assume not
the garb of Christianity to deceive.” You
make no pretensions to faith, for this good
recason, you have none. According to your
own testimony you are separated from God,
are under the curse, and might be instantly
banished to hell. Is this a matter for boasts
ing? ¢ He that believeth not is condemned |
already,” and ¢ shall be damned,” even if he
is a downright, unpretending, fashionable,
hospitable man, who is chargeable with noth
ing more than NoT RECEIVING THE Lorp
Jesus CHRIsT. - ' *

The consoraTron which believers might
educe from the discourse is ample. Be of
good courage, afflicted, tossed, tempted child
of God; for this salvation is nearer perfec-
tion now, than in the moment of thy espeusals
to the Redeemer. Thou hast received some-- i
thing of salvation already. Larger portions
shall in future be communicated, until it shall
please thy Deliverer to grant a full, a final re-
lease from the workings of error, from de-
pravity of affection, from the pangs of con-
science, from bodily and mental lassitude ;
from all pain ; from the wicked of the human
family ; from the temptations of-the devil;
from the fear of apostaty ; from the power of
the grave; from the everlasting agonies of
the second death. Every natural and moral
evil shall hide itself from thy presence. Thou
shalt appear before God, to call him Father,

e
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and to hear him acknowledge thee for his
child. o
Yes ; blessed be God, all who are now re«
ceiving the end of their faith in the salvation
. of their souls from sin, shall soon awake from
the sleep of the grave to immortal beauty and
vigour. They shall awake to perfect righte-
ousness ; to the full enjoyment of God, and .
all his holy company, through eternity.
Grant, O God, that this may be the portion
of every one of us, for Christs sake. Amen,

THE END-

-
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