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TED MINISTERIAL TRUST, dg.

1. Thess. ii. 4.
““But as wewere allowed of Godtobe put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak ; nol as pleasing

TIIE ministerial character and office are often
greatly misunderstood. Inevery part of the church,
there is a mass of hearers who have very loose no-
tions of miristerial obligation. They view ministers
as persons employed to administer to their gratifica-
tion by the splendid exhibitions of their eloquence,
or the portly and well-trained operations of their in-
tellects. And hence they are ever ready to find
fault with every thing that is not shaped according
to their views, or that, in any way, interferes with
their appropriate taste. 'They suppose il to be en-
tirely within the scope of ministerial empioy ment to
ascertain the wishes, and consult the taste of those to
whom they preach, and to mould their ministrations
accordingly. Especially, if they {ind any particu-
Iar doetrine or duty of the gospel to be unpalatable
or offensive to their hearers, they should immediate-
1y cease to obtrude it on their attention.

Now we need not stop to determine whether these
views arise from hostility to the truth, or a captious
temper, or ignorance of the nature of ministerial
obligation. We believe that all these causes operate,
in a greater or less degree, on different persons, and
under different circumstances. Nor are we certain
but ministers themselves may sometimes be tie oc-
casion of fostering such views in their Leavers.—
They may accommodate themselves so much to po-
pular notions on this subject, as to lead to tixe as-
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sumption that the end of all their ministrationt. is to
please the people. Or, they may, in various ways,
lower the charaecter of the ministerial oflice, and di-
vest it of that awful, solemn responsibility, which
the seriptures every where associate with it.

But from whatever causes, these loose and mis-
taken notions of ministerial character and responsi-
bility arise. the fact is certain that they exist, and
exist to an extent highly detrimental to the success of
a preached gospel, as well as to the peace and com-
fort of those who preachit. From the high claims
which multitudesset up on this subject, they are nev-
er satisflied, unless it be at the expense of ministerial
fidelity ; and thus the great end of a preached gos-
pel is frustrated. But how is the matter to be rec-
tified 2 If pleasing men be an evil, how shall we avoid
it, and yet secure the radical objects for which the
ministry was instituted ? If the people are not pleas-
ed, they will desert us, and our ministrations will be
void, of course.

We must follow the apostolic example. We must
do as Paul did. T'hough in matters of indifference,
he became **all things to all men;’” in those which
involved the honour of Christ, he *‘gave place by sub-
jection,” to no man. In matters of this kind, he
“sought notglory of men.”” On the contrary, he was
“bold in God, to speak the gospel of God, even with
much contention,” and in the midst of many sufler-
ings. And to those who were concerned to know the
principles by which he was impelled, he explained
by magnifving hisoffice. and pointing to the high and
solemn responsibilities which it imposed, and which
superceded every attempt to subjugate him to the
popular will,

Anud sucli. my brethren, must he our course. Act-
ing under the solemn conviction that we have receiv-
ed the gospel from God—that we hold it as a trust,
for the execution of which he has prepared us by his
grace,* we must, in the full view of this, proceed to
its publication, as those who are accountable to the

®Such appears to be the foree and import of (he original expressione
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heart-searching God, and not to men. And if any
blame our madness, or complam that our preaching
affords them no entertainment, we must answer with
the Apostle, and leave the event with God. “But as
we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the
gospel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing men, bug
God, which trieth our hearts.”

Ouultmg any critical remarks to which the terms
of the text might lead, I shall invite your serious at-
tention to the two following points, embraced in the
passage :

I. The gospel, considered as a ministerial frust.

ILI. 'That our ministrations should bear on their
front the marks of evangelical responsibility and the
fear of God, uninfluenced by popular favour.

I. We have the gospel considered as a ministerial
trust. ““But as we wereallowed of God to be putin
trust with the gospel.”” Let us fix our attention on
the nature and magnitude of this trust.

And, in the first place, it is very obvious to re-
mark that it is an official trust. Thereis doubtless,

a sense in which the gospel is a rust to every man
to whom it is made known. But there is a pecu-
liar sense, in whieh it is a trust to ministers. It is
committed to them as publie agents in the house of
God, to be published by them, with a view to the
salvation of their fellow-men. 1t is, therefore, an
official investiture to be improved for their Master’s
use, and the benefit of those to whom they are sent.

~T'his is not an unimportant item in estimating the
nature of the trust. It serves to shew the high re-
sponsibility involved in it. Under every administra-
tion of government, official trusts are always consi-
dered of the highest and most responsible kind.—
Hence they are imposed under the sanction of an
oath, securing a faithful adherence to the prineiples,
and practical conformity to the order established hy
the supreme power of the state. And the officer
who betrays that which has been confided to his
hands, is justly considered as meriting a heavier
punishment. And certainly the oflicial responsibili-
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ty of’ ministers of the gospel must be of the highest
kind. 'They have received their commission from
the highest authority, having been ¢t allowed of God,
to be putin trust with the gospel.”  T'heirinduction
to office too, has been under the weightiest sanctions
which the authority of seriptural forms canimpose;
and they are bound by every principle of honour and
honesty to execute their trust, agreeably to the tenor
of their commission.

I shall not here enter into the discussion, what it is
that officially constitutes a man a minister of God:
whether it is one particular qualifieation, or a com-
bination of them : whether it is ordination by a Bi-
shop, or ordination by Presbyters. 1 take it for
granted that men of sober minds are prepared to ad-
mit that there are good ministers of Jesus Christ in
other denominations than their own, ot various gifts
and endowments. But wherever such are found,
they hold in their hands the gospel, committed to
them, in trust, by the great King and head of the
church. And this trust they hold under all the so-
lemnities of official investiture.

This trust is, also, of a spiritual nature. It re-
lates to spiritual things. [t was the mistake of the
Apostles while yet in their novitiate,that the kingdom
of the Messiah was of a temporal character; thatit
imbodied the honours and emoluments of rank and
office among their fellow-men. And they seem to
have been so entranced with the prospects before
them, asto have been betrayed into an ardent contro-
versy, which of them should be the greatest in the
new kingdom which the Saviour was about to estab-
lish.

We should beware, my brethren, of falling into an
error, in any respect bordering on that which we
have noticed in the Apostles of our Lord. The gos-
pel isnot a commercial deposit. It is not a trustio
be used to advance our pecuniary interests, or to
furnish us with the means of growing rich. Neither
are we to view it, as the road to worldly honours, or
the pathway by which to mount to the pinnacle of

-
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human glory. All this is apart from the nature o
the trust which has been committed to our hands.
And the minister who so mournfully mistakes the
nature of his office, and all his life is labouring in
the Master’s vineyard, for the worldly honours and
emoluments of his station, *“it were hetter for him
that he had never been born.”” Tor ¢‘“the kingdom
of God is not meat and drink.” It consists not in
such perishable materials.

We do not say, indeed, that ¢¢ the labourer is not
worthy of his hire.”” Nay, our Lord himself has
“‘ordained, that they which preach the gospel, should
live of the gospel.”* DBut this is widely different
from making the preaching of the gospel a trade,
by which to aceumulate wealth, or an entrance into
tlie ministry, an oflicial passport to the fading ho-
nours of the world.

Let it be remembered then, that the ministerial
trust is of a spivitual chavacter. It is to be employ-
ced with a special relation to spiritual things. 'The
. spiritual interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, to-
~ gether with our own, aud those of ourfellow sinners,
are the objects about which the ministry of the gos-
pelis to be exercised. It is, moreover, spiritual, as
it embraces in it the operations of the Holy Ghost,
by which alone our ministrations can ever obtain their
full effect. No ministry, let it be ever so faithful,
or enlightened, or pungent, can attainits objeet with-
out the unction of the Spirit of God. This is a fa-
miliar truth : but it is one that cannot be too often
repeated, nor too deeply engraved on the heart of ev-
ery minister of Jesus Christ. And this spiritual une-
tion is what distinguishes the ministry of Christ’s
servants from that of all other teachers., Amongall
the wise men of Chaldea, or Egypt, or Greece, or
Rome, what sophist ever had his instructions enfore-
ed by the energies of the Holy Ghost ? 'I'he ministers
of Jesus Christ alone, have this seal of heaven affix-
ed to the word which they preach. From the day of
Pentecost till the present hour, they have executed

3. Cor ix, 14,
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their trust under the broad sanetion of heaven, wit-
nessed by the effusions of’ the Holy Ghost.

We may add, also, that of so highly spirvitual a
character is the trust which has been deposited in
the hands of Christ’s ministers, that temporal inter-
ests must often be sacrificed to secure spiritual re-
sults. Reputation, and health, and ease, and wealth,
and honours, and even life itself, must all be conced-
ed to the spivitual ends of the gospel ministry. T'he
Master’s work must be done ; the spiritual purposes
for which the gospel was putinto the hands of a liv-
ing ministry, must be consummated, though in the
:wéumplishmcnl of this, we may be ealled to endure
ignominy, and reproach, and persecution, and death
itself. So true is it, that the trustis purely of a spi-
ritual nature.

Agzain, this trust is one which involves the interests
and happiness of immortal souls. We have alrea-
dy glanced at this.  But it deserves a more distinet
illustration, asit will serve to shew the magnitude of
the trast, and its great responsibility.

I shall not attempt to give you an idea of an im-
mortal spirit. Itis too subtile to be'imbodied by any
deseription which we might hazard. But that every
man has a soul, and that this soul is immortal, are
truths resting on the authority of scripture. On the
same authority we learn the mournful history of the
degradation and ruin, in which oursouls, and all their
immortal interests, are involved. By one man, sin
entered into the world, and death by sin: and so
death passed upon all men. for that all havesinned.’”#
Death, in its most extended signification—a death
which pursues the guilty soul into the world of spi-
rits, and tormentsand distractsit, without destroying
its vitality, is the threatencd portion of every degen-
erate son and daughter of our fallen parents. Nor
is it only threatened. 'The curse has gone forth.—
T'housands have fallen under its operation. and are
now filling hiell with their horrible moanings of des-
pair.  And O how chilling to anticipate the intermi-

*Rom. v, 12.
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nable nature of their woe! Ye ministers of Jesus
Chvrist! have you never, in the solemn moments of’
retired meditation, followed the wretched souls of
departing sinners down to those regions of despair 2
And have not your hearts been overwhelmed and
melted within you, while you have witnessed the hor-
rors of their doom !

But I design not to awaken your sensibilities. The
gospel which is committed to our hands, is intended
to vepair the ruins of the fall, by rescuing such im-
mortal souls from perdition. I do not mean to say
thatit will reach those who have already passed into
hell. This is a dream which shall never be realised.
But the gospel contains God’s plan of saving wretch-
ed sinners who ave yet on this side eternity. It un-
folds to them salvation through the bloed of his only
begotten Son. T'o proclaim this salvation—to re-
commend and enforce it on the attention of sinners,
is the business of the gospel ministry. IHere liesthe
greal weight of our trust.

You will perceive, then, that it isa trust whichin-
volves the interests of immortal seuls. "The manner
in which this trust is executed will have a powerful
influence on their situation throughouteternity. For,
doubtless the gospel may be so preached as {o have a
deadening influence on the soul, and hasten its matur-
ity for the perdition of ungodly men. While, on the
other hand, it may be so dispensed as.to prove pow-
erfully instrumental in training it up for the mansi-
ons of the blessed. And when we reflect that thisin-
fluence which we exert on the souls of men, in the
execution of our oilicial trust, is of vast extent,
reaching tothousands and thousands of immortal spi-
rits, it should make us tremble for the result. Even
the most faithful ministry, while it conveys life to
those who improve it, earries destruction in its train
to those who do not accept its overtures. ““For, says

>aul, we arcunto God, a sweet savour of Chvist, in
them that are saved, and in them that perish ; tothe
one we are a savour of death unto death, and {o the
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other, a savour of life unto life. And who is sufhi-
eiont for these things 2%

We remark farther, that the honour of the Sa-
viour is deeply involved in lhis trust. Ministersare
“‘ambassadors for Christ,’ sent to treat with sinners
about the weightiest concerns. They appear in the
name of their Master, to vindieate his honour, and
to publish his plans of merey to perishing sinners.—
"The honour of the Saviour, therefore, is enshrined,
as it were, in our ministrations. In the gospel, with
which we are entrusted, his character and work are:
displayedin their most attractive forms. And wheth-
er his glory shall remain untarnished, or be marred
and defaced, will depend on the manner in which we
dispose of the trust which he has committed to our
hands. On our exhibition of the truths of the gos-
pel will depend, in a very high degree, under God,
whether men, while they pass by, shall ¢ wag their
heads™ in derision, or enchanted with the Saviour’s
glory, shall be heard exclaiming, ¢‘Iosanna, in the
highest!”

Itis certainly no trifling trust that so eminently in-
volves the honour of the Saviour. Ile is ¢‘the migh-
ty God,” and his glory is blended with that of the
Father. Aund let it be recolleeted that he associates
with himself, and hisTFather, the ambassadors of his
eress. Uaving commissioned them to go, and preach
the gospel, he adds, ““He that receiveth you receiv-
eth me, and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that
sent me.”’t Ministers, therefore, in their official cha-
racters, being associated with Christ and his Father,
should be careful to execute their trust in such a
manner, as may be most for the Redeemer’s glory.
It is too great a stake not to awaken the deepest so-
licitude, as to its faithful and honourable disposal.

Nor, while speaking of (his trust, should we forget
to remark that it is a trust which must be surrender-
ed, and accounted for, al lhe tribunal of Jesus
Christ. Ministers are ‘“stewards of the mysteries
of God,” and of their stewardship they must render

*IL Cox ii, 15, 16— ¥Matt. x, 40,
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an account in that day when the secrets of all iearts
shall be revealed. "L'he ministerial trust is not a de-
posit which shall be withdrawn on the creditof those
to whom it has been confided, but a full account must
be rendered. And in what a solemn, and fearful
point of light does this place the trust with which we
have been invested? Qur scheme of interpretation ;
the whole system of our doctrines ; our trainsof rea-
soning in relation to evangelical truth ; our praeti-
cal application of scriptural precepts; our care of
souls ; in short, the whole of our ministerial labours,
in all their details, must be accounted for at the
judgment scat of Christ. T'hcre, the slothful ser-
vant shall be accounted wicked, and he who suffered
souls to perish through his ncgleet, shall himself -
perish, with a more fearful doom. The occasion will
be one of most alarming character to those who have
not appreciated and improved the trust committed
to their hands. To the faithful steward it will, in-
deed, be an occasion of joy. 7The scrutiny of that
day will unfold his love and his zeal, his activity and
his suceess in his Master’s cause ; and with no ordi-
nary emotions of triumph, ke will appear before his
gracious Lord, and exclaim, ¢ Behold, here am I,
and the children whom thou bast given me!” Still,
my brethren, the prospect of that striet.account
which we must render at the bar of Christ, let our
fidelity have been ever so great, is enough to fill us
with the deepest concern. Shall we not keep it con-
stantly in mind, that we may, in the view of it, be
stimulated to greater aectivity in the service of our

enthroned Redeemer? 'This leads me to observe,
II. That our ministrations should bhear on their
front the marks of evangelical responsibility, and
the fear of God, uninfluenced by popular favour.
““Even so we speak,” that is, in a manner becoming
the nature and magnitude of the trust deposited in
our hands, under a due sense of our responsibility,

‘“not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our
hea’l‘ts.” »: .
B
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But how shall ministers make it appear that they
feel the weight of their trust, and that they are in-
fluenced by the fear of God, and not of men? Inafl.
fording this demonstration of the character of their
ministry, it is evident, that their ministrations should
be seriptural.  What we preach must be evidently
Founded on the word of God. It is not presumed,
indeed, that for every doctrine and duty which we
inculeate, an express seriptural warrant ean he ad-
duced. TFair inference, and legitimate deduetion
must be admitted. Dut whatever, according to the
established laws of exegesis, cannot be sustained
from the scrviptures, must be abandoned. Men’sown
theories can never be admitted as a substitute for
evangelieal truth, nov can the subtle speculations of
metaphysical minds be allowed to usurp the place of
the dictates of' the spirit of inspiration. ¢ 'I'o the
law, and to the testimony, if they speak not accord-
ing to thewm, it is beeause there isno trath in them.”
The Bible being the only infallible rule of faith and
practice, every thing that relates cither to doetrine
or duty, must be ultimately referred to it for deeci-
sion. To this unerring standard, we must bring all
our opinions, that they may be stamped with the
seal of inspiration.

But, what if others should fiave thought out the
system of truth which the Bible contains, and pub-
fisbed it to the worldin the form of a Creed, isit not
a departure from seriptural simplicity to regulate
our ministrations by such a formula? We cannot
perceive it, my brethren. What if other men, of
other times should have arrived at the same seriptu-
ral results with ourselves, must we not adopt the
truth, because they adopted it beforeus? DMust we
reject seriptural formularies which others may have
presented, because we have not had the honour of
elaborating them for ourselves? If the principles
which they contain be unscriptural, let them be re-
jected. Butif they teach what the scriptures teach,
where can be the sin of adopting and subseribing



LD

them as our own? Bat they are human systems. we
shall be told.  So our own opinions and views of
seriptural truth are all human, in the same sense :
and on this principle, we must form no opinions of
seriptural truth, beeause they would he human opin-
ions, in derogation of the only infallible rule of faitlx
and practice laiddown in the Bible. "Thetruth, how-
ever, is, that if our views be scriptural, it matters
not where, or by whom tlicy have been taught. If
the spirit of Bible truth breathes through our minis-
trations, they will stand the serutiny of him who
trieth the heart, though as subservient to its exhibi-
tion, we should be found to have adopted the creed
of the famous Calvin, or the confession of the West-
nminster divines !

But there is another sense in which our ministra-
tions should be seriptural. 'They should be enforced
by scriptural authority, in preference to the demon-
strations of reason. I do not mean to exclude the
use of' reason and argument in support of evangeli-
cal truth.  Let them have their proper place. But
scriptural authority is always the best. Itis the high-
est sanetion which ministers can give tothe doctrines
which they preach. It is an authority which good
men will always venerate, which bad men will often
fear, and which even infidels will sometimes hesitate
to convert into ridicule. "T'his frequent appeal te
seriptural authority may not,indeed, be the most pa-
Jatable and popular, with those who do not love the
Bible. It may be deemed quaint and puritanical.
But the perverted taste of men who seck to he en-
tertained rather than profited, must not be permit-
{ed to divert us from that course which would be most
likely to result in the conversion of souls. And what
so likely to carry conviction and spiritual life inte
the heart of a sinner, as the pure streams of Bible
trath, or the full weight of seriptural authority 2—-
And that ministry which gives to seriptural authori-
ty all its heavenly force, seems to furnish the fairest

exhibition of cvangelical responsibility and the fear
of God.
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Qur ministrations should also be faithful. W
must give a tull and commanding exhibition of the
plan of salvation which the gospel veveals. The
doctrines of the cross must be placed before the sin-
ner in all theiv humbling glovy. * "Pheir most offcn-
sive details must not be kept back. Whateveris ne-
cessary to induce the sinner to take refuge in this
erucified Saviour, must also be presented in all its
mortifying force. 'The terrors of the law wust be
proclaimed : sin must be exposed : and the sinner
himself must be followed and driven from all his
hiding places, till he is constrained to take shelter
under the covert of his wings who is as *¢ the sha-
dow of a great rock ina weuwry land, "

In the faithful execution of their trust, ministers
will be obliged often to interfere with popular views
and prejudices. None of these things, however,
must move them. Whatever stands in the way ol
the gospel; whatever would obstruet its entrunce
into the heart, must be torn away. Deep-rooted
prejudices, malignant passions, head-strong lusts,
the most firmly rvivited habits of iniquity, -must all
be laid hold of with a fearless hand, that they may
be made to give place to the love of Jesus in the
heart. Men will, indeed, insist on being pleased.—
The great must be flattered: the rich mustbe court-
ed: the proud moralist must have his cold notions
served up from the sacred desk: the self-righteous
Pharisee must have his hope of heaven left undis-
turbed. Inshort,every ungodly man who imagines
that he has a little influence, (and who does not im-
agine thisz) must have his influence respected by the
messenger of God, or it will be converted into a
weapon for his annoyance.

But what of all this, my brethren? ¢ Whether it
be right in the sight of God, to hearken unto men
more than unto God, judge ye.””t 'I'he ministers of’
Jesus Christ have higher responsibilities to fulfil
than those imposed by the lawless demands of men.

* Is. xxxii, 2—1 Acts iv, 19.
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who would divert them from the faithful execution
of their trust. In the discharge of these responsi-
bilities, they must go forward with an unhesitating
intrepidity, relying on the protection of him who
hath said, “*"Touch not mine anointed, and do my
prophiets no harm.”” If the Saviour is degraded,
whether under the garb of philesophy or religion,
they must tax all their energies to exalt him to his
vightful throne. 1If religion is dishonoured, they
must endeavour (o restore her tarnished glory. 1f
the house of God has been converted into ¢“aden of
thieves,” they must neithier fear, nor fail to drive
these traftickers out of the temple.t "Their zeal
may be blamed : the old insurreetionary ery, ¢“These
that have turned the world upside down, are come
hither also,”’t may be rung in their ears; even the
sword of persecution may be drawn to be erimsoned
in their blood. But what then? Being faithful unto
the death, they shall obtain a crown of life : and the
murderous ery of their destroyers shall be respond-
ed by the heavenly plaudit of their approving Sa-
viour, ¢ well done, good and faithful servant—enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord!”

But while our ministrations are marked by a faith-
ful, fearless discharge of the responsibilities which
they involve, they should be equally distinguished by
their affectionate spirit. "T'here is a bold, and fear-
less energy which, without the chastening spirit of
love, often becomes wild, and lawless, and intoler-
ant, and is characterised by rudeness and violence.
This may be indulged from the idea that it gives ef-
fect to the exhibitions of divine truth, and elevation
and independence to the living ministry. But after
all, it may be strongly tinctured with the sin of man-
pleasing. That ministry then, which would give
characteristic evidence of being influenced by the
fear of God, must breathe the affectionate spirit of
the Redcemer. Without any lack of energy, orany
of that vacillating temper which would compromise

¢ Psalws ¢v, 15»—T Joln i, 13, 17,=~=—1 Acts xvii, G
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(e materests of the Redeemer, it must captivate by
e Kindly, benevolent steain which runs through all
is functions. The ministers of Jesus Clmsl, like
theie divine master, must weep over the miseries
which they cannot relieve, and pray for the obstina-
¢y which xhc\ cannot cure. 'Their meckness and
Kindaess to those who oppose themselves, may be
1*'.‘.“‘. to the aceount of a pusillanimous, or aviful,
v unmwanly spirvit, but they will have the oonsol.\tmn
o Kuow thatitis the Spiri it of Christ. "The censure of
the world must not be permitied to deaden the spirit
of love, or restrain its kindly influences even in fa-
vour ef those who pervert it to theiri m]m'v. There
is not a more lovely sight amidst the ruins of our
wretched world, than that of a minister of Christ
c::‘::n.: to pour the consolations of the Holy Ghost
> the souls of those who are pouring curses on his
1. Oh,itisthe very spirit of the Saviour, whose
ag prayer was, “Tather forgive them, for they
now net what they do !
0:; ‘e more, we observe, that the ministrations of
’:x s servants should be solemn. 'T'le trust with
- areinvested is one of graveimportance,
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5':. ild be discharged in a grave and solemn
nher. ‘vliniqcxs should appear before their peo-
mpressed with the magnitude and weight of
fiz e. They should come as those who hold
' bands a commission from the Lord of hea-

! earth, to throw themselves in the gap be-
e destroying angel of Jehovah, aml their
. perishing fcllo“—smncw. They should carry
:eir licaris the wa (s, and the wretehedness of
6 ul:. sunk in sin, exposed to wrath, and pass-

owds (o the abodes of the damned. 'T'hey
realise the tremendous issue which hangs on
sages which they deliver, on the very moment
sLich they utter the dcnuncxahons and proclaim

promises of God’s preseriptive will.  That very

omcn( may be pregnant with consequences to the

s of their hearers which may run throughout
e*’m!v
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And wlhio would not feel solemn, while thus stand-
ing on the threshold of eternity, commissioned to
guard the passcs which lead to destruction, so that
no soul enter and perish, through hisneglect? Whose
soul is not composed to almost more than iuman se-
riousness, while with the eye of his master and judge
upon him, he discharges the eritical trust of point-
ing out to his brethren in guilt, the path-way to glo-
vy 2 Oh! it is no place to trifle! What minister, on
this holy, fearful eminence can permit himself to in-
dulge in levity? Who,under all the more than earth-
Iy weight of this sacred trust, can descend from the
holy tabernacle of God, where the solemn tones of
etlicreal spivits burst upon his car, or the cries of
the damned reverberate from the mighty deey, to
flourish through a smart saying, or to entertain his
hearers with ¢¢ wrifles light as air?”?  Who can yield
to the demands of those who seck only to be enter-
tained with the playful efforts of a sportive fancy,
or the shadowy progeny of a creative imagination?
The ministers of Jesus Christ are engaged ina work
which requires the gravest exercise of a mind over-
awed by the presence of Jehovah, and trained to se-
riousness under the tuition of the Holy Ghost. And
inthe discharge of their official functions, they should
carry with them this appropriate indication of the
rigid sanctity of ministerial obligation.

Having detained you so long, a very few closing
remarks shall suffice.

And, first, T remark that with regard to us who
are ministers of the gospel, this subject is calculated
to remind us of our weighty responsibility. The
magnitude of the trust, and the immense interests,
and solemn results which it involves, are enough to
overwhelm us. Even Paul himself seems 1o shrink
from a close view of the results of ministerial influ-
ence on the souls of men, and with trembling sensi-
bility exclaims, ¢“Who is sufficient for these things?”
And, if Paul was ready to bow beneath the weight
of such responsibility, whose spirit does not almost
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{aint, on the assumption, and in the development of
this heavenly trust? Theveis only one avenue of en-
couragement, It comes from the appointment, and
promised grace of him who calls us to this oflice, and
who condescends (o employ our humble instrumen-
tality for the higher manifestation of his glory.—
The Saviour himselfl has said, ** Go ye and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Ioly Ghost; teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you ;* and has appended this gracious pro-
mise, ** lo, T am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world.”* And an Apostle has added, ‘“ We
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excel-
lency of the power may be of God, and not of us.”’t
Here, then, is our charter, and the ground of
our encouragement against despondency. Because
the Saviour has commuanded us to preach the gospel,
and promised to be with us, and because the power
is of God, and not of us, we venture the high res-
ponsibilities of ministerial employment. But while
we go ferward in the Master’s name, let us weigh
well the nature of the deposit which we hold in our
hands. Itis a trust for the use of souls, and the ex-
hibition of the Redeemer’s glory. And let it never
be forgotten that it is a trust for which we must ac-
count at the tribunal of God. What then will it
avail us to have had (he applause of the thoughtless
multitude ? or to have gained the fading honours,
which fame confers upon her votaries? Collect into
one view all that sinful mortals can bestow—honours,
and riches, and fame, and flattering, cringing hom-
age ; will they be a sufficient reward for infidelity to
God our Saviour? Ah! no, brethren. One hour
of that agonizing horror which broods over thesouls
of the damned, will outweigh them all. ““Knowing
the terrors of the Lord,” then, let us be diligent, and
Taithful, and zealousin the discharge of our ministe-
rial functions. Our zeal, and faithfulness may, in-
#Matt 3xviiiy 19, 20~ 1L, Cor, iv, 7.
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deed, sometimes bring us into conflict with 1he bad
passions of ungodly men. 'T'he tongue of the pro-
fane may be loosed, and the mouths of mischiev-
ous men may he opened to defame us.  Dut let none
of these things drive us from the path of duty.—
“The disciple is not above his master, nor the ser-
vant above his lord. If they have called the master
of the house Becelzebub ; how much more shall they
call them of his houschold.”#* 'I’'he troubled waters
must disgorge their filth, and the wrath of man must
be permitted to pour its turbid streams along our
path. DButlet our confidence be in God, and as those
who “were allowed of God, to be putin trust with
the gospel, even so let usspeak ; not as pleasing men,
but God, which trieth cur hearts.”

And let the people learn, from this subjeet, not
to sct up pretensions in relation to the ministry,
which cannot be satisfied.  Ilow anxious are men to
be pleased 2 And when not pleased, how bitterly do
they ofien complain?  But, my dear friends, let me
remind you, that the ministry was instituted for high-
er ends than to amuse a vitiated taste, or to gratify
“itebing ears.” We are sent to preach to our fel-
low-sinners the solemn truths of the gospel, and to
employ our instrumentality in saving their souls.—
‘I'his is our business with them, and this we must dis-
charge at our peril, whether, in doing it, we please
them ornot. Let me, therefore, warn men against
interfering with the faithful exhibition of gospel
truth, by the ministry of reconciliation. Let them
seek rather to be profited than pleased. TLet them
remember that they too must give an account {o that
God who trieth the heart. And let them so aftend
to the messages of his gvace, as delivered by hisser-
vants, that they may be instrumental in saving their
souls from death, and preparing them for the enjoy-
ment of oternal life, in the presence of their God
and Redecmer!

®Matt. x, 24, 25,
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«Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of
the Lord may have free course, and be glorified 5
and that we, his unworthy servants, being found
faithful unto the death, may, cach of us, obtain a
crown of life! Amen, r
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INTRODUCTION.

"TIIE introduction of men to imporiant oflices is
always a publie, a solemn, and an interesting event.
"T'he inauguration of a President is done in the pre-
sence of the Representatives of the nation—beforea
large concourse of people, and with the solemnity
of an oath.

The coronation of Kings and Emperors is still
more splendid and august ; generally performed by
a Dignitary of the Chureh, and accompanied with
prayer to the ¢ King of kings, and the Lord of
lords.”

The Kingdom, or Church of Christ, is infinitely
more glorious, extensive and durable than the secu-
lar kingdoms of this world. Its officers are no less
truly dignified, honourable and necessary, than the
rulers of civil society. 'T'hey are ambassadors for
Christ—they are ministers, to whom are committed
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and their in-
wroduction to office ought to be marked with solemni-
ties equally diguified and sacred. ‘

Aaron and his sons were introduced into the min-
istry of the tabernacle with a pompous train of ce-
remonies. Dressedin rich and splendid robes, they
were brought to the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, and there consecrated to God by the
‘¢ holy, anointing oil,”” poured upon their heads.

Jesus Christ, who has an unchangeable priesthood,
“Glorified not himself to be made an High-Priest,
but was called of God, as was Aaron.”” He was in-
trodueced into "his public ministry by baptism—the
descent of the Holy Ghost upon him, and a voice from
heaven, saying, ¢¢ This is my beloved Son, hear ye
him.” ‘When he had finished his personal ministry,
and was about to ascend to his native heaven, he
commissioned his Apostles, *“T'o go and teach all na-
tions, baptising them in the name of the Father, and




of the Son, and of the IToly Ghost ; teaching them
to do all things, whatsoever he had commanded
them ; and promised to be with them always, even
to the end of the world ;”’ but directed them to
¢ Tarry at Jerusalem until they should receive the
promise of the Father, and be endued with power
from on high.”” They, accordingly, tarried until
the memorable day of Pentecost, when the spirit de-
seended upon them, and qualified them for the dis-
charge of their important work.

The Apostles afterwards ordained Elders in every
Church :—they prayed over them, and laid their
hands upon them, by which the spirit was commu-
nicated, and the successors of the Apostles were en-
abled, not only to preach the Gospel, but to confirm
it, ¢* By signs, and wonders, and divers miracles, and
gifts of the Holy Ghost.” A

The same rites are still retained in designating,
and appointing men to the ministerial oftice. It is
not, indeed, pretended that the Spirit, in his extra-
ordinary and miraculous gifts, is now communicated
by prayer, and the laying on of the hands of the
Presbytery. The age of miraecles is past ; the ne- -
cessity, for such gifts, has ceased ; the sacred volume
is completed, and christianity is established in the
world. But why may not the Spirit, so far as his
influence is necessary to the state of the chureh, still
be communicated by these rites? The Spirit, as a
spirit of wisdom, of love, and of a sound mind, is no
less necessary now, than in the first ages of christi-
anity ; and why may he not be communicated by him,
who was himself anointed with the Spirit above
measure—who ishead over all things to his churech—

and who hassaid, ‘*Lo! I am with you always,even
1o the end of the world 2”’

These observations have been made in order (o in-
troduce the special business of this day. You have
invited Mr. Fullerton to become your Teacher ; and
the Presbytery are now met to ordain him to the
Gospel ministry, and instal him as your Pastor.

[Here the Ordination was performed, as preseribed in the form of Government.}
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CRHRARGE.

My yowng Friend and Brother :

¢« By prayer and the imposition of the hands
of the Presbytery, you have taken part with usin
this ministry,” and are ordained to the service of
God, in the Gospel of his Son.

You enter this field of* service 4t no common, or
ordinary period of the Church. Look every where
around you—a spirit of religious enterprise and ex-
crtion has pervaded all the nations, of christendom,
and roused them from their slumbers. The Bible,
the word of life, has been spread abroad throughout
the world ; it has entered the cottage of the poor
man, and made his heart to sing ; it has enlightened
the mind of ignorance and superstition, and trans-
formed the savage into 2 meek and humble disciple
of Jesus.

With what unexampled zeal have MMissionaries
gone forth to evangelize the world! ¢ They hawve
torsaken father and mother, houses and lands, for
Christ’s sake and the Gospel’s.” Nay, ¢‘they have
not counted their own lives dear unto themselves, so
that they might finish their course with joy, and
the ministry which they received of the Lord Jesus.”
‘They have visited the distant isles of the sea—they
have gone to the remote regions of the world, to
spread the triumphs of the Cross. 'The world is
their field of action! and the ends of the earth, the
only acknowledged limits of their operation.

And what effects have they produced ? ¢ The wil-
derness and the solitary places have been made glad
by them, and the desert has rejoiced and blossomed
as the rose.” The temples of the heathen have been
demolished s theiridols have been burned; the Gos-
pel has been preached where enchantments had been
muttered to devils, and the songs of salvation have

been sung where the yell of the savage had re-
sounded. :
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Plans have been Iaid, and measures have been a-
dopted to provide an asylum for the long lost sheep
of the house of Israel ; where the converted sons of
Abraham might colleet and worship him whom their
Jathers slew and hanged on a tree.

Arenot these things evident indications that ““God
is about to bring in the Jews, together with the ful-
ness of the Gentile nationsz”  Ave they not signs, in
the moral horizon, that the day has began to dawn,
<t when the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the
carth as the waters cover the seas 2’  Are they not
cvidences that Jesus is collecting, arranging, and
marshalling his “‘sacramental host,” for the final
overthrow of the kingdom of darkness? and that,
«¢ the kingdoms and nations-of this world shall, short-
ly, become the kingdoms of our God, and of his
Chvist 27 '

We congratulate you, Sir, that you are eniering
on your ministerial service at this auspicious mo-
ment. It must encourage your heart, and strength-
en your hands, to think that, ““your labour shall not
be in vain in the Lord.” You cannot, surely, think
to sit still and be an idle spectator of the salvation
of the Lord! You cannot think of not participating
in the labours and triumphs of the Gospel. You
cannot think of relinquishing that starry crown
which they shall wear, who turn many to rightcous-
ness. No, assuredly! These things must stimulate
you to great exertion ; bring out, into active opera-
tion, all your intellectual and moral resources ; and
excite you to ¢ come to the help of the Lord against
the mighty.” -

With all the excitements and advantages, however,
which this flattering ra holds out before you, per-
mit me to remind you, that you will find your duties
both numerous and difficult ; and that your respon-
sibility is both solemn and interesting.

¢ We charge you therefore, before God and the

*None will suppose this refers to the purchase of Grand Island, by Noah, but to the
Societies formed for meliorating the condition of the Jews, and the measures they ae

dopted.
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Lord Jesus Chvist, that you take heed to the minis-
try which you have received of the Lord; that you
fulfil it. Study to show thyself a workman that
nceedeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth. Preach the word; be instant in season
and out of scason ; veprove, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and doctrine. "T'ake heed to thyself
and to the doctrine, continue in them, forin so doing
thou shalt both save thyself and them who hear
thee.”

*To this direction of Paul to Timothy, I would
call your special attention.

1. 'Take heed unto yourself, That you make im-
provement in knowledge and in science. You have
passed through a course of trial, with approbation.
You are thought to possess that Apostolic qualifica-
tion for the ministy, ‘*Apt to teach.” Butno youth-
ful stock of knowledge, however large, will be suf-
ficient for a life of usefulness and respectability ; it
will soon be exhausted, and our barrenness will ap-
pear to all men, and render us both unprofitable and
contemptible. ¢¢ Give yourself then to reading, to
exhortation, to doetrine—Meditate on these things;
give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may
appear to all men. Most parts of science may be
useful ; all of them will be ornamental ; but that
which is, properly, theological, is necessary and in-
dispensible. Show yourself, then, ¢ a seribe, well
instructed in the kingdom of heaven, bringing out of
your treasures things both new and old.”

2. Take heed unto yourself, 'hat you grow in
grace, and make improvement in the divine life.—
Experience of the truth and power of religion is,
doubtless, of much importance, in order to preach
the Gospel with propriety and sucecess. It will
give a warmth, an ardour, a spirit to all your minis-
trarions. By this you will more readily enter into
the feelings, the exercises, and experiences of those

®Those who were present at the Onlin;nion‘ will here find a few things which were

not delivered, They had been written, but, lest the service might bave been thought
too tedious, they were omitted.

C2



_salvation to every one that should believe.

committed to your care. You will be betier able to
confirm the doubting—to guide the perplexed, and
to pour the balm of consolation into the wounded
spirit.

3. Take heed to your walk and conversation,
That it be such as becomes the Gospel of Christ.—
Nay, ¢“ Even adorn the doetrine of God, your Sa-
viour, in all things,”” exhibiting it in its most beau-
tiful attire, that others ¢‘seeing your good works,
may glorify your Father who is in heaven.” Con-
sistency of character—the honour of the Gospel,
and the success of your ministry, all require this.
““Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirvit, in faith, in pu-
rity.”

. ¢“Take heed also to your doctrine. In doc-
irine show unecrruptness, sound speech which ean-
not be blamed; that hie who is of the contrary part
may be ashamed.”” You have made a good profes-
sion. Continue in it. “Iollow notafter cunningly
devised fables;”” the vain theories of speculative
men, and philesophy, falsely so ealled. Letall your
doctrines he founded on divine truth, and supported
by argunients drawn from the oracles of God. ¢I'¢
the law and to the testimony have constant recourse:
IF any man speak not according to these, it is be-
ecause thereis no light in him.”’

Let your doctrine be Evangelieal. ¢ Preach the
Gospel to every creature,” was the charge Christ
gave to his Apestles. "I'nheir great business was, I'o
prociaim the good-news—the glad-tidings of free
Agree-
ably to this, Paul preached ¢¢ Christ crucified—the
wisdom of God, and the power of Ged, to every one
that believed.”” By this direction, however, we do
not mean that morality should be negiected, or ex-
cluded from a place in your publie teaching. T'he
Gospel is a doctrine according to godliness. We do
not make void the law through faith. "I'he morality
however, of the gospel is not the ccld, the dry, the
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impracticable system of the philosopher ; but a mo-
rality founded in regeneration of the heart, practi-
ced upon evangelical principles, and promoted by
Gospel motives.

In one word—Let your high and responsible sta-
tion he daily recollected. God has placed you as
“‘a watchman upon the walls of Zion ; you are,there-
fore, to hear the word at his mouth, and warn men
from him. When God shall say, O wicked man,
thou shalt surely dic, if you do not speak to warn
the wicked from his way ; that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity, but his blood will God require at your
hand.” '

But, while the terror of this awful retribution
ought to alarm the unfaithful watchman, the glori-
ous reward of fidelity ought to encourage and ani-
mate the faithful servant.  In this careful discharge
of personal and oflicial duties, ¢ He shall save bolth
himself and them that hear him.” What animating
considerations! Personal salvation is held outas an
e¢xcitement (o persevering faithfulness. ¢“You shall
save yoursell!””—Salvation! Who can calculate the
amount of happiness contained in it! YWho can esti-
mate the value of a crown of glory that fadeth not
away ! If any thing can add to the personal glory
of the faithful servant, it must be the consideration
that hic has been instrumental to the salvation of
others ; that he has many for his crown, his joy,
and his rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jesus.

Before the magnitude of (hese motives the laurel
of the warrior withers ; the crown of the Emperor
ceases to sparkle, the possession of a world is con-
temptible! Let them have their full weight upon
you—endeavour to feel all their force.—**Feed the
flock of God committed to your care ; and when the
Chief Shepherd shall appear, then shall you also ap-
pear with him in glory.”
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CIARGE
TO TIE CONGREGATION.

To the people of this congregation we would take
the liberty of making a short address.  You have
obtained the Pastor of your choice. We rejoice
with you upon the oceasion. You have heard some
of your Minister’s duties stated—Remember your
duties and obligations are reciprocal.

1. TIs he to preach the Gospel ? You are, certain-
ly, to attend upon his ministry, and receive the word
at his mouth ; you cannot, otherwise, expect to pro-
fit by him.—Fidelity to your engagements ;: person-
al respect to your Teacher, and your own interest
all demand this. But you will feel higher obliga-
tions still, when you consider him, ‘“I'he Ambassador
of God to you,” and recollect that Christ has said,
‘‘He that receiveth you, receiveth me, and he that
despiseth you despiseth me,and he that despiseth me
despiseth him that sent me.””  Such considerations
must instantly overcome and destroy a crowd of those
trifling things which often detain members from the
Church.

2. Submit to him in the regular exercise of dis-
cipline—To the Apostles were committed the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, with this declaration,
¢“Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be hound
in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.’”” Thisauthority, insome
measure at least, is still held in the hands of their
successors ; Christ still governs his Church by the
ministry of men ; he, therefore, who opposes the
discipline of the Church, opposes an ordinance of
God.

3. Give him, regularly, that competent support
which you have promised; that, being free from




worldly embarrasment, he may give himself wholly
to the duties of his sacred funetion—Your spiritual
interest unites with the principles of common hones-
ty in binding you to this duty.

4. Assist him in his important work, by family
instruction and government—Altho’ his publie dis-
courses ought to be plain, and easily understood, yet
it is impossible that sermons, corresponding with the
dignity of the pulpit, or formed according to the pre-
vailing taste of our times, can be understood by those
who have not been taught the rudiments of religion
ina more familiar manner. Publie discourses, then,
will, in a great measure, be lost to your children and
domestices, if family instruction be neglected.

Finally. Pray for him, that a door of utterance
may be opened to him ; that he may declare the word
of God with boldness ; that he may be faithful and
successful. This involves your own salvation—You
shall shine as gems in your preacher’s crown, and
meet cach other with mutual congratulations on the
day of the revelation of Jesus Christ.

¢“And now,” brethren, ‘“we commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up, and give you an inheritance among all them
that are sanctified.”—AMEN.






