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PREFATORY NOTE.

This little work composed by the Chairman
with the assistance of the other members of the
committee to whom the Synod of 1908 assigned
the task of preparing “a catechism and manual
of history and doctrine for the instruction-of
the youth,” is now laid before the church.

The aim ‘has been to present in the form of:
question and answer the teachings of the Word
of God with regard to the Mediatorial Kingdom:
of our Lord Jesus Christ; and, while . covering:
the ground, to keep . the work within usabie
limits.

The general form in:which the subject is pre.
sented is our own, but in many instances where;
no better statement of the truth could be-desired
than that already found in the literature of :the:
church, it has been freely appropriated.

Though -suggested .-by  friendly critics' of the
the: work, proof. passages of Scripture have not
been adduced”. For some’ statements they would
be of no practical: value without elucidation
and’it. was deemed best not to attach fp‘roof,s;'to,
any unlessithey were attached to alli It will'be
a helpfull exercise for teacher and scholar in
the use of the work to compare and d:scuss;
proofs: ofitheir own selection. '




Reformed Presbyterian
Catechism

1.
CHRIST'S MEDIATORIAL KINGDOM,

1. What do (he Scriptures teach concerning the candition
of the world of humanity? The Scriptures teach that the
whole world is by nature in a state of. sin and rebellion
against Divine authority and law, and therefore lost.

What is. the purpose of God with reference ‘to the
world? It is the purpose of God to save all who believe
it Jesus, and bring sociely into 3\11)]00[101‘1 {o the Lord-Jesus
Christ. .

3. What is the nature of the plan. whereby God: purposes
tion? 'Phe plan whereby God: pur-

to accomplish this salv
pases to accomplish thig salvation is mediatorial.

T4 What 18 a mediafor? A mediator is ong who officiates
bhetween two parvties at variance for the purpose ofieffecting
a.reconciliation.

5. Who is:the Mediator.‘between: God and: man?  The
only “Mediator! hDetween: God™ and: man is the Man,.Christ
Jesus. L o .

6. What offices does Christ 3381‘f01'm as Mediator hetaveen
God and man? Aw Mediator Dbetween God and man,
Christ performs the offices, of-a _;?Aliiest';xaj )
King.

7. What is-the province oi these offices? As a Puest IIe
procures: the salvation: of man;. as o P ophet He ey it
'lmown, asa Kma' He applies it
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8. What is neecessary to the accomplishment of His
kingly ‘office? TFor the acc omplishment of His kingly office
the possession and exercise of supreme authority is neces-
sary.

9. From whom does Christ receive the authority of a

King? Christ receives the authority of a King from God,
the Father.

10. When did Christ receive the authority of a King?
Christ possessed all kingly autherity actually from all
aternity by the covenant of grace, and was formally invested
therewith at and after His resurrection.

11, What is the nature of Christ’s mediatorial king-
dom.?  Christ’s mediatorial kingdom is essentially spiritual,
but not.so absolutely as to exclude from it the government
of secular:affairs or to deny it a visible form in human
sociaty:

12, 'What s the extent of Chl?ist's mediatorial kingdom?
Christ's mediajorial kingdom is universal and eternal, and
in the'world of humanity He governs men, both individually
and in:all their seeial relations. .

13.: What are’the social relations in which men are sub-
thrist's ‘mediatorial authority? Men sare subject
to Chlist’s _mediatorial: authority in the divine institutions
he fa,mm church 'and state and in every other. cor-
‘body w]nch they may devise.

II.

THE BIBLE—THE LAW OF CHRIST'S MEDIATORIAL
KINGDOM.

4. Whiere: do. we find_ the' Jaws governing, “Chpl
kingdom among men? . The Jaws: governing:
’fmedmtomml Kingdom among. men are 1eve'1]ed in the SCl‘lp~
9
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fures of the Old and New Testaments, which are the Word
of God.

15, Is there any difierence heiween the Old and New
Testaments as to their authority and value as a rule of
life? "The O1d Testament is equally inspired with the New;
each is necessary {o the undesstanding of the other, and
taken together they form the supreme and inerrant law
of human conduct.

16. Are the Seriptures sufficient for the guidance of
man in every relation? The Scriptures are g complete
guide in every relation and all his affairs in life.

7L

COVENANTING—THE:, SUBJECT'S ACCEPTANCE: OF
THE DIMINE LAW:.

17. Do the Scriptures.reveal the duty ‘of: enfering into
covenant with God? 'The  Scriptures ireveal- the duty: of
entering into covenantwith- God both by precept and exam-

ple.

18, Hoav can man enfer.into.covenant with ‘God? Man,
because’ of-sin, can enter:into:covenant avith God. only
through’ the. mediation of Jesus Clirist.

19. What. is: it to ‘enter into covenant with God? To
_enter: into .covenant with God is a religious act in which
the. subject. solemnly avouches the Tiord: ;Tésus,‘ Christ to
and eng ge‘a’ :to Sl,,l\" Him in

be “his Saviom and King,

society or a publlc body,and accmdmgly ape: ca*liedperso:ml
social or public-social as:the case may be. '




21. Does covenanting lay upon the subject any additional
abligation?- Covenaniing does not bind ihe subject to any
thing in addition to what the law contains, but adds to the
autherity of the law ihe moral obligation of his own con-
sent and thus exalts the covenanter to a higher sphere of

JdJuly and privilege.

22, 'What is the peculiar obligation ©of a social cove-
nant? The peculiar obligation of a social covenant is that
it binds not only those actually engaged in making if, buu
likewlse thelr posterity and successors till the objecis of
the covenant ave accomuplished.

23: What should be embraced in dovenant engagéements?
In our covenant cngagements we cannot lawfully engage
either go do. what God forbids or to omit what He requires.

24, How often is the duty of covenanting to be per-
formed? The duty of covenanting is not requir ed at stated
intervais, but on such cccasions as God in His providence
may- indicate:

IV.

THE FAMILY.

How is the family constituted? »The family is ‘con-
sti u,ted by one man and one woman covenanting with=each
other to be husband and: wife according to the divine erdi-
usyn,yceéiyof' marriage.

al is: the marriage-or@inance? The marriage ‘ordin-
agreement betiw

éen one man.and one woman
ey solemnlyivow to one another: in {é]]e*—"}},l?esence
tnessaes that: they: will fzrithsull:,fjg‘ex_'f:crm; all” the
ties: belonging to- them in. the family relation.
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27. By whom i3 the marriage ordinance to be adminhis-
tered? The marriage ordinance is to be administered by a
minister of the gospel or a civil official’ duly authorized.

28. What are the purposes of the marriage-relation? The
purposes of the marriage relation are the mutual help-
fulness of husband and wife, the population ‘of the world
with a legitimate ofispring, the Increase of the church with
a holy seed, and the preservation of moral: purity.

2% Between whom may the marriage relation be formed?
The right to enter into the marriage relation belongs. to
all mankind in general; but those who are near .of: kin
may .not marry each other, nor may a believer marry an
ynbeliever.

80. Who Is the head of the family? The husband is the
head of the family, but he should use his authority only in
the Lord. )

31. Can the marriage relation be dissolved? : The mar-
riage relation. cannot be dissolved except.for the: cause of
adultery, -but’ legal separation may be justifiable on other
grounds., :

32.  May divorced persons -enter, into the: marri
tion with others? In the case of divorce:a. secon
isrlawful only to the innocept.party. In | he ;cnse” :
separation neither par ty may be married to another

S e

age rela-
marriage
; legal

33,2 What az‘e'fft‘].*le, duties. o‘f":huskb.afn& ‘3_211(1 i\';:ifé

spjntual welfare of: each other.
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34.. What are the duties-of parents to children? The
duties: of parenis to children are to love them. provide for
their mecegsities, prepare them for the responsibilities of
life and bring them up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

35. “What are the duties of children to parents? The
duties of children to parents are to love, reverence and obey
them, and to cherish them in t;heii‘ old age.

36. 'What are the duties of children to one another? ?7 The
duties of cluidxen to one anofher are mutu'}l love, forbear-
an¢e and ;helj)Tulness.

317. \VJ‘.:NS are. the duties of family lzeiigion? The duties
of family religion are covenanting with God, dedicati'on‘ of
children: fo. God :in. baptism, observance of* family worship,
zrace at meals, religious ;insbr}uqtion and careful disciplme
according to the Word: ’

38. What are the exercises ol family \voxohm" The
exercises.of family wovshxp are sm"m" of psa]ms reading
the Seriptures:and ‘prayers :

e\fféliingj 11 ﬁu, faml}y jf possmle, bemg pleseni

THE CHURCH.

40: \Viﬂt is the vnsﬂ)le church" ’J_‘he visible: chm’ch
1. adults Unolwhout the Wm‘ld wha: publicly

Christ and gw,\es ‘obedience ‘to. i f]ai\\”,;;\\ilt,;h/

consists. o
profess: fait
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41. What elements are necessary to the drganization of
the visible church? The elements necessary to thé organiza-
tion of the visible church are Doctrine, Worship, Govern-

ment and Discipline.

42, To what does the Doctrine of the church ‘rela,Le? The
Doctrineg of the church xelates to the Consti’tnt‘ioﬁ of her
government, the ordinances of her worship and .the princi-
ples of her discipline set forth as articles:of: Taith,: the
formulated statement of which is commoniy sallgd-hér Crepd.

43, What articles of faith should the Doctrine ‘of ithe
church embrace? The Doctrine of the chureh shouldl eni-
brace nothing but what is. divine truth.and reject nothing

for- which: the churchihas faithfully contended:

44, 'What Secriptural warrang has the church. for setting
forth her doctrine in the form of a creed? /Those Scriptures
which require unanimity of principle: and: uniformity. of
practice among the followers of Christ; those svhich: require

“them 4o maintaln a standard of purity. amaong themselves;

those: which i enjoin the church:to:bear wilness: for the
truth and to sepavate from the corrupt-associations of men,
are ample. warrant for the formal statement of the church's
ereed. L

45, What ‘purpose’does ithe creed of the chunch serve?
The: créed ofi the ;church’ serves: as. a "hasis bershin:
1o’ (hstm«rulsh ‘those wnthm fronr* those: WVJthOllL,; ag an
accepted standard ol t1 uth' by ‘w hlch to: mamtaln hm'mony
of sentlment and unity-of-action within her own bounds,
guardher members from’ is,eing», Ted-into- enx
holy ‘ordinances from profanation; and also t
message as the teacher of"’til'utv]if to. the world.

define: her
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46, What is the relative importance of the church's
creed and the Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice?
Recognizing the Word of God as the supreme and only
infaliible rule of faith and manners, the creed of the church
constifutes her subordinaie standards, which are to be
received not as an addiiion to the Scriptures, nor as superior
to them, nor as asubstitute for them, but as agreeable
unie and. founded upon the Scriptures.

47. OfL-what should the. Worship of the church consist?
The worship of the church should consist of such exercises
onty as God has appointed, on the principle that what is
not comm.&nded in God’s worship is forbidden.

18.. What exercises® constitute the Public Worship of the
church? The Public:c ' Worship of the church consists in
the exercises: of the reading, preaching and study of. the
Word. of:God; singing. of God’s p?aise‘ prayer . offered in ithe
name of Ghrist, the administration of .the sacraments, and
the-offering: of- gifts.

49, How: is the service of praise to God to. be rendered?
The service of God’s praise is to be nendered ‘in:the sing-
ing of the Pg&lms;of the Bible exclusively, ;without the
use ‘ofigp‘ instrument:

r not human: compositions: be used. in the
se under. command  of the Apostle in Eph

‘ Y @nbraces ‘the composxtkons refem-ed to m these pas»wﬂeq
under* the: names: of DS&]ﬂ’la, hymns 'md spmtual songs

' songs; of human compoam(m may be sung: It is: ploper
: Christian feeling sh,ou}d BXDress i_tse,l,g uy /d_exynq.ti,on;u

G" - No: other th’m the Book' of Psalms.

poctry, and that such poelry should be read or sung by
either individuals or companies, but jin the formal worship
of God we may neither take from nor add._ to what He has
appointed.

52. Why are the Psalms of the Bible“to be used exclu-
sively in the praisze service of the chuch? The Psalms of
the Bible are to be used exclusively. in:the praise service
of the chureh because they are inspired:-by the Spirit of
God, are eminently adapled in scope and .substance to ex-
press . God's praise and the ‘emotions.ofi thei devout soul,
are ‘free {rom the mixture of error that pertains, to human
compositions and are appointed. by God to be: usged in this
service. - .

53. Why are the Psalmg snitable for use in ihe praise
service-of the New Meg ament Chureh? Phe Book of Psalms’
is suitable Tor use in. the New Testament Churcéh. becausa it
is' Tull of the person,.character, offices and work of. Christ.
Its expressions. of religious experience are oompuehensive
and peculiar.io no: time or.place, its views. of Jdivine truth
are evangelical, and;employed as: a vehicle. of praise, it
1eads the soul through: Christito God: '

54, Why: is insfrumental: music excluded from the praise
service of. the: New: Testament Church? Instrumental music’
is e\:cluded from. the prajse service of the New Testament:
Church Dbecause itsnse is not authorized.in? th New Tes-
{ameng; the ends' on whlch u was used? ' d- disp
safion hav
de\relopmentv»ofj w ClB‘\'D,thnal spivit

ayﬂer- is e1thu knee}mg; or ngm}chna
9
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56. Whiat sacraments arc {o be adminisiered in the New
Testament Church? The only sacramenis administered in

the Neiy Testament Church are Baptism and the Lord

35
Supper.

57. To whom is Baptism to be administered? Baptism
iz to be adminisiersd to those who actually profess their
faith In:and obedience to Christ, and also to the infants
of oné or both believing parents.

58. Flow is Raptism (o be administered? Dipping the
person into water is not necessary; but Baptism is righﬂy
administered by the pouring or sprinkling of water upen
the person.

z

59. To whom-is the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to
be adminiztered? % 'The sacrament of the Lords Supper
“being asealing ordinance is not to be administered to any
but those svho are within the bonds of the church covenant
and are:free from all gl'ouuds_g of judielal censure..

60, Why may not the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper be
dispense ail*professing Christians? To avoid complicity
in -evil and. to preserve the purity of the sacrament the
¢hurch must exclude from. the Lord's Table her own meni-
bers: who live in wviolation of their vows, and therefor she
istently. admit those who refuse to take those

cannot con
Vows,

Among. other

things, regard for His uommm'md‘ love tdr His: l\mndom
‘t\tude for His' blessings;, and devotion: io: the person of
Chitist should prompt. Lo this service:

¢ 62, Upon \\,lmt ground does God clmm a pmhon of our

material subsiance? God claims.q ‘portion of our material
substance upon the ground that all things are His; He gives
rs power to get and enjoy wealth, and it is given to us

only in trust.

§3. Tor what Durpose docs God ask for the gifts of tha
church? God asks for ihe gifts of His people for the
support of the ordinances of His house, the spread of tho
Gospel abroad in the werld and for the relief of the poor.

64. Upon what principles. does God require: the church
1o support the ordinances by ity gifts?. . Gwd Tequires the
church to support the ordinances by s gifts upon the
principle ordained- in Mis Word, that they who, preach the
Gospel should live by the Gospel and that they. who minister
to the church. in spiritual things should receive of her ccarnal
things. ’ . S

65. What is the scriptural ruledefining the: measure of
our: gifts to the work af the Lord?%/The Scriptures reguire
us to give as the Lord has prospered-us,” the proportion
being not Jess. under the new diskpen‘sa;ijo‘n than undér the
old,” which swas at least. the tithe of the yearly income..

§6. ~What is: the. ordinary stated - occasion of public
worship? The ordinary occasion devofed to.public worship
is.the: Christian Sabbath.

67. . What special occasions of publrc womhm dees the:
Word. of God authorize the church to obser\re? Recogmzmg
no -other: than the Christian Sabbafth as a holy day, the
Scriptures, nevertheless,. warrant the: obsl_ew.ml'cé”;ovf* occa-
ional fast and thanksgiving days, set apart to the exercises
of both plivmtc,’nnd public wonship, as he signs. of the.

times or: the circumstances of the church may jndlcam.

GS
worship of ‘the chulch emb]acea Lhe S'lbbat_

prayer meetmg




£9. Whai Scriptural warrant is there for the social worship
of (he church? Scriptural warrant for the . sgcial worship
of the church is found in the promises of Christ, the exam-
ple of His disciples and the exhortations of His Word

70. What §s the naiure of ihe sccial worship of the
chureh? The social worship of the church is an infgrmal
servica conducted by any member in good standin con-
sisting of the social reading and siudy of the Bible, prayey
pralse, mutual conference upon some religious theme and
catechising.

71,0 What i3 the particular design in meeting for sacial,
worship?:. The particular design in ‘meeting for soclal wor-
ship is.to’ strengthen each other in plety and zeal, and to

nwaintmih sincere friendship on evangelical principles.

72.. What is the duty of the church-member toward the
social-worship of the chureh? The duty of every church
member: is:to. be present and take some active part in the

meelings’ for social worship. ¥

73 "What is the Government of ‘the ‘church? - The Goy-

ernrment. of the church is the power which Christ has vested
in: her to preserve the Wdoctrine pure, ‘to maintain «theiordix
and. to exercise: faithfully the discipline,

nances enftire,
74, Wh’g;t form' .of Church Government has .Christ 'ap'-

hointed?
by the Word of ‘God:is the Preshyterian form.

relat ;,011 te

Tho only foxm of Church Government authorued,

76. In whom is the supreme authouzv vested in the Pres-
byterian form of Church Gov ernmeni? In ithe Presbyterian
form ¢of Church Government the supleimnae authority  is
vested by God in the Lord Jesus Christ.

77. How is the ruling power disiributed in the Presby-
terian form of Church Government? * In the Presbyterian
form of Church Gaver nment the ruling power is distributed
from Christ ‘to the people to be. exercised through their
chosen representatives as officers and ‘church. courts.

78, Who are the officers of the church? The officers of
the chureh are the pastors, elders and deacons,

T9.: "What are the duties of the pastor 2: It is LhC duty of
the pastor to preach the Word; to administér. tha sacra-
ments, lo rule, feed comfort and bless the pcople

80, ‘Whait are-the duties of the elder? It 13 the auty. of:
the elder to assist the p'lstor in mlmg and: comforting. the
house of God. '

81. What are LhL duties of the deacon? It is the quty of
the'deacon '{o regeive ang: disburseithe Iunds of the church:
to:- exerciseta care over: all temporalities; and c%puomnv 1o
oive 'lttentxon to Lhe needs of the poor.

82 What are the courts of the church? 'Phe ‘courts of:
the chureh areithe Se&‘SlOll ])leﬂ)vtel)’ synod. .fmd Zeneral
assembly in :egular subordination: one tor Ule othel
al is: the D}scxplme of Lhe church" The Dlscn-'
plme of ti +chu1'ch is the'lawinl exercise of”’ the ru!mg powe
that Christ has vestcd in hersofficers andé,
well ordering of the house of God: '
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g4. What are ihe offenses that subject the members of
the chureh. to Discipline? The offenses that subject the
members of the churen to Discipline are errors in doctrine,
immorality in practice, despising the autharity, order or
ordinances of the church, and neglecting the public, domes-

tic or secret duties of religion.

85. Who may become subject to the Discipline of the
church? All  chureh members capable of commitiing
offenses are lable to Discipline:; even ~minors, having
reached years of discretion, whether having made a profes-
sion of their faith or not, are subject to the censures of

the church.

86. . What are the censures of the church:? The censures
of the church are rebuke, suspension and excommunication.

" 87. What are the ends of Discipline? The ends of Disci-
pline: are to remove scandals and nrevent their unhappy
effects, and to promote gnd 'preserve the edification:of the
church. according to the established government,. worship

and ‘doctrine.

8§8. "What is the duly of every person in regard to, the
churchi? It'is the duty of all who hear the gospel to enter
into: the fellowship of the Christian-church; and children
who. have been. dedicated to ‘God in -‘baptlsm. are under
speciall obligations to identify with her fellowship: when
they attain the years of discretion.

89, ,‘W}N’,ha‘t are the qualifications “for 'chui'.,ch, fﬁemberébih
It is required of adults that they

knowingly
ise submission to" all the insiitutions of Christ. evidence:
‘1'~epenta‘1;c§ and manifest no: prevailing. inclinations to any:
Kind of wickedness:

14 .

Drofess’a belief in the doctrinés of Ghrist, prom-
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30. VWhat are the ends of church fellowship? The ends
of .church fellowship are to exhibit a system of sound prinei-
ples, 10 maintain the ordinances of the Gospel in their
purity, to promote holiness and io- prepars the sainis for

heaven.
VI.

THE NATION.

91. What is the nation? The nation is the collective,
organic, social body exercising soversign jurisdiction within

its own territory in the administration of humuan rights,

92, From what does the nationrarise?  The nation vises
out of the pelitical instincts' implanted by the Crentor in
the nature of man. :

93. What relation does the ;ha‘tibn sustain, to God? By
\'.irtue of its origin, and ‘inasmuch as He. is the moral gov-
ernor of all that He has created, the nation sustaing to God
the relation of a personali(jn. subject to Hissspoverpgign awill
in :the exercise of its functions.

94.. How idoes” God's soverrignty over the origin .off the
nation appear?: God's sovereignty over the worigin of e
nation appears in that ‘He is the author of national life;’
brings:‘each: particular,_ nation intosexistence :in His own.
time and appoints’the  boundaries of its territory:

- ovel the conduct of a
over the conduct of the
leaves the nation free to

95., 'I-Lm# does . God’s. sovere
appear? God's soverelgr
appears: in that while Hg
e the form: in which it e}{é,i:s‘e,s' its civie Tunctions
the principles: on which and the ends fior }\Eh’i’ch; they: 2
administered must conform to the requirements: off the-monal

lasy,




56. By whom are the funeiions of the nation adminis-
tered? 'The functions of the naiion are administered by a
political body formed from the mass of the people, called
the government, which formulates ang carries out through
ils’ officials its will as expressed in the fundamental laxw.

97. When is the government constiluted by men to he
honored as the ordinance of God? Human constitutions of
government are to be honored as the ordinance of God only
when the fundamental law is framed and admmmtcmd in
accandance with the Jaw of God.

88. - "Po whom does the law of God make the nation
morally accountable for the exercise of its functions? ‘The
Jaw of God makes the nation morally accountable to the
Lox\d Jesus. Christ, the blessed, the only Potentate, through
whom He has made known His will concerning all national
affairs,

b .

990 Wherein does. it appear that the nation, as suen; is
~morally accountable to.the Lord Jesus Christ? Inasmuch
as all authority In heaven and .in earth is given unto Him,
he is the Governor among the nations.” Men: in their social
capacities are subject to the. same lay as they are:under
as Jnchvldua*]s The. civil magistrates are in: the lawrful
exercise of their office: called the ministers: of (}fod, , -

’ 1\00; “Whenein does it appear that the will of Gad nevealed
thzoughyChnst is' the Taw for na fons? TIn that thre-monal

O WAS LewW

g )] ! v:olation

‘estomd to the Divme fayor only upon ynfession. of

etmn to its allegiance. ~ .
S -

').\1th01llv than the people and no: other law than the wills

lagw which is ‘aummanlyfcompaehonded in tlie Ten Com-

101. How should its moral accountability to thg Tord
Jesus Christ be acknowledged by the nation? The nation’s
accountability to the Lord Jesus Christ should be acknowl-
edged in the national ceonstitution of government by an
explicit recognition of God as the source of all authority,
of His Son, Jesus Christ, as the King of nations, and of
His revealed will as the supreme law of the nation’s life.

102. What relation do the rulers of a mation under
properly constituted government bear to. Chrigt?.. In..a
Seripturally constituled governnient the rulers of the nation
are the servants of Christ, representing His moral govern:
ment in clvil aftairs, clothed with His authority and chugm

with the honor of His throne:

103. What are the moral:iqualifications reguired 'bM Cl_n'isL -
in a nation's rulers? Christ requires that ‘Ie. that ruleth
over men must be just; ruling in the fear of*God

104, Does the Constitution .of the United States «c‘om‘l)ly
wi.,th,‘ the.requirements .of the divine law? The Cons!;i_tg,-_
tion «of. the: Wnited: States is defective in.{he regnirements
of Scripture. in that it recogmzes no higher:source of civil

religious gqualifi:
rs. under it and

of tha peonle; explicity “deciares that n
cations shall be required of office-bearver
‘omits the namie of God from the executive's oath:

105. What'are ‘the teligious defects of the Constitution
of: . the Br«itis}r Governmeént? The 1‘e]1g10usfﬂefec:
Constitution of. the British Gov,emment are” the absence
of/‘a‘ny pro;ﬁex aclmowled"men ' ,,God as the, soglc
all nfulon'\.l 'mthon'v and




qualificaitions for civil offiers, the establishment of a union
hetweegn Church and State and the repudiation of the Sol-
emn League and Covenant.

106. What is the difference beiween the individual’s rela-
tion ta-the nation and his relation to’its government? The
individual ‘becomes a part of the nation invé]untérily by
virtue of his birth; but he beeomes a part of the govern-
Wient only By a volunfary act of incorporation with the
political:body. ’

107. . "What are thogse voluntary acts by which the indi-
vidual bhecomes incorporated with the government? The
acts By which the individual becomes a part of the govern-
ment are swearing his allegiance to the Constitution, taking
path of office, voting for othel'g to hold’ office: and sitting
onjuries.

108. What wmoral responsibility :does’ the indjvidual
assumesby. the ael of mco;l poration? By the act of ineorpor-
ating with the government: the tindiykdual -becomes: pérson-
ally responsible for its ‘official® acts: and ‘the sinfulness: of
these acls belongs to.edch individudl identified with it.
109, What is the duty of the Ghristian toward . a ‘natio‘n
with on immoral aconstyitutiqn, of .government? . The ‘duty of
a- Chr ’tli"avn‘ toward a nation with an immoral constitution
of overnment is to:obey all laws which do:not conflict with
v to Chnst to: separate from the political’ body Dro-
,t,esf aga,i,nst its immorar constxtut;on and seek-its:reforma-

tlon according to ‘Scriptural:principles:

110; How is the Ehristian o é’epa ate frbm'

111. Why does not the payment of taxes implicate the
Christian in the sins of the government which he helps to
support? Because tne Christian. pays his taxes ‘for the pro-
fecticon of his rights, and if the ‘*ovexnment employs them
to suppoart its_ immoral adl}ums,llatlop of civic functions,
the responsibility belongs to the government and not to
the tax-payer. i

112. Why ma.y"n()t a. Christian administer olfice {n)ﬂér
an immoral constitution of éovnmmgnt" Béoqu%e t{ié di\ﬁn(—\
law is binding upon him in public as well as pnvqte 1ife
and he must be true Lo it in all his relations:

113. 'Why may not the Christian vote fou aizhers to. hold
office? 'The .Christian may: not ~vote for others to nold
office under -an immoral constitution' of government be-
cause what one does by afiother he does himself;

114. Why m’ly noL Lh(‘, C!nxstmn wvote under an immoral
con-;ututlon of gove 1nmem provided the party platform: is
Christian and‘the:candidates ar o good. men? - Because L‘hx,
oath of office binds:to the constitution and’ not o the party
platform. .

110 \Vhy m'Ly not the Christian sit on’ Junes under. an
unmoml constltutlon o[ gover nment? Thée Christian cannot
(_onswtently .~=1t on June> under aw Immoral constxtutxon ot
gover nmem beuluse the jur ox ' oalh bmd*hlm to d,]_)Diy laws:
which may partake 01 the nnmox al ch uiacler of. the mumnal.’

constitution,

116. Can the Christian who separates from :a:n' imm
ally constituted government. consistently clain 'mv z,lt*h,
and privileges under<it? The Christian who sepavites: fronv
an i_nﬁnorz[uy constituted government may yet claim th
protection. of hisznatural rights ﬁ’ODT it because: the earth




is the Lord's and the Tullness thereof, and His people have
a right from Him to a place in it and the enjoyment of all
necessary,. privileges.

117. "How can the Christian consistently work for the
reformation of an immorally constituted government? The
Christian can consistently work for the reformation of an
immoral constitution of governmeni by exerting the moral
influence of prayer, the example of a holy life, the attitude
of «dissent -and protest, and by laboring speclally for the
spread-of: Christian principles of eivil government and their
introduction into the nmation's fundamental laws.

118. What makes the attitude of separation a position
of power in laboring for the reform of immoral coﬁstitutlons
of civil government? The attitude of separation is a ‘posi-
tion of power in laboring for the reformation of immoral
constitutions of civil government because it gives force to
protest,; avoids: complicity in the sins of the zm.tior; and
maintaing: the Christian's Toyvalty to‘Cln:ist {;1 his politicat
Hfe.

119 Why may not: the Christianlabor for the '1‘ef0‘1'ma.—
tlon of immoral constitutions of civil government by voting
and holdingroffice?  The Christian cannot consistently or
effectively labor Tor the reformation of  immoral constitu-
tions of civil government by voting or fl}olﬂi‘ng, ‘office, be-
cause he would thereby become .a participant in. the evil
he,s"ee/lisﬁ ‘to Teform, would nullify. the: influence: ,b,f, his. pro-

test, and forfeit by disloyalty. the favor-of Christ, apart from
whom' he can. do nothing. .- -

at o the Scriptures: }j},e;,
o o

ch asi to the relation

between Church and State? The Seriplures teach that the
Chureh and the State should be in. {riendly alliance, plx;1,!.
being co-ordinate, independent powers, designed dn thair
respective spheres and by means peculiay - to each to
promote the glory of God and the best interests of mankind,
they should be subservient one to the other. ’

121. In what sense arg the Church-and State co-ordinate
powers? The Church and the State aré co-ordinate pow-
ars in that each of them is of divine origin, and has a
moral persenality, is responsible to ‘the ssame Mediatorial
King, subject. to the same divine Ia‘\y, and . exists in its
own distinet sphere for the same ultimate end.

123, In what respect ig the Churchizindependent of the
State? The Chunrch is independent of the: State inn that the
Siate has no wight:toidictate the creed of. the Chureh, pre-
scribe her laws, appoint h_ér officers,” rule her coutts, or
interfere in any way with ‘her constitution and. its admin-
istration. N

123. In what respeect is the State independent of the
Church? The Siate. is independent -of ‘the Chureh: in that
the investiture ol ecclesiastical office or authority carries
with it no right to exercise any fungctions of. civil ‘power.

124.. - What are the respective spheres of clivil and eccle-
siastical :power? - The Church’exercises. authority in spir-
itual® Lhings: only .and. deals: m_tinci?p’,all_y; with the inner
region of thoughf'c, desine;. affection; motive and conscience
*conduct, and sanc-

in regenerating the heart, regulating-the
tifying— the life;: whereas the State dealts 1),1:111citl}a11y with
man’s outward:estate and conduct; int maintaining: order,
keeping: the peace and execu,t‘ing; ;ju'é{icg,bet;ugen man and
man. '
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125. By what means does each of these powers enforce
its autherity? The State cnforces her authority with the
sword; but carnal weapons arc forbidden to the Chureh and
she enforces her authority by the discipline of spiritual
painsg and penalties only.

126. In what way is the Church subservient to the inter-
ests of the State? The Church is subservient to the inter-
ests of the State in that by her meral influence, without
meddling with the prerogatives of eivil power, she renders
the Tunctlons of government easy, inexpensive, and success-
ful; while at the same time she eliminates the greatest
enemy of good order and national prosperity, which is sin.

127 What special duty does the Church owe to the State?
It is the special duty of the church to teach the State
the true characier.and Scriptural principles of civil govern-
ment.

i K 5

128, In'whal way is the State subservient to ‘the:interests
of the Church? . The State is subservient to the interests
of the:Chureh in.that while recognizing the independence of
the Church; she, gxercises her authority for:the preservation
of publi¢ meérals and: the mﬂ.intenance' of sthe“true religion.

1290 How: does the State promote the:purity of public
norals?  The State promotes the purity of public norals
by ‘eneouraging the observance of good order and.practical
piety, and executing the: wrath of God upon evil doers: for
which' the civiliTuleris entrusted with ‘the’sword .of ven:
geance. -’

130: ,JﬁIb. _does-the Etate exencise her authority for the
maintenance of the true religion? The Statevexercises her
authority- for the maintenanee of the true
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religion: by pro- |

fessing the true religian in her own constitulion of govern-
ment, by protecting the Church in the enjoyment of her
gospel privileges, by suppressing all overt acts of idolatry,
infidelity and false worship, by financing the cause of Chrise
and by providing a Christian education for her miner sub-

jects.

181, Whai does the Scriptural relation of the Church to
the State require in their respective constlitutions? Inas-
much as the true Church has no right to form an alliance
with an immoral State, nor a true State” with o corrupt
Church, the Scriptural relation of Church and State requires
that each shall be coustituted acecording:'to the ordinance
of God.

VIIL
VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS.

132, What are Volunlary Associations?  Voluntary nsso-
cialions are organized socielies, not of: diving -origin, in
which men. unite for the promolion of ascommon cause; and
they are of lawful or unlawful character’

133.  What dete;‘nﬁn'es the " character-= of ~Voluntary
Associations? The-lawful, or unlawfu]. charactar of V.olun-
tary “Associations is to.be detérmined by the principles,on
which, they: are formed, the ends for which they exist and
the methdds by whichithey seek :los accomplish tliem; no
other. principles, :methods or ends.being allowable to. an
associationsthan: the law.of God allows:to the individual.

134.. Into what two general classes, may Voluntary. Asso-
ciations  of lawiful character be divided? - Voluntary Asso-
ciafions of lawful: character may: be divided into secular

and religlous.

o
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135. What gives rise to Veluntary Associations of a
religlous chzracter? Voluntary Assoclaiions of a religious
character, aiming ‘o combine out ¢f the general membership
of the Church, the friends of a specified cause in more effi-
cient efforts for its promotion, arise from the imperfect
state of believers and ihe divided condition of the Church:
there being no need ‘for such socic'ics in a perfect and
united Chureh.

136. What is the.relation of ilke Church to Voluntary
Asgociations of g religious character? The relation:iof the
Church to Veluntary Associations of a religious characier
is one of rriendliness and co-operalion o far as the prin-
ciples, metheds and ends of {ne association harmonize \\?ith
the faith and praciice of the Church.

137, What js (he duty of Christians toward lawlul Vol-
untary A=wsociations of a religious character? The duily of
Chrisuans toward Jawful “Woluntary -Associiions of a rell-
gious charactér is to be decided each for himsslf in view
ot llis personal cireumstances by the light of God’s Word,
taking care Mot 10 ‘Compromise fhé position of tHe’Church
or their loyalty to Christ in the minor detﬂ]]b of then‘ con-

“nection’ tharewith

1387 Wha
tary+ Associs

is the duty of Ghristians tosvdrd.all. Volun*
fions: - ot "Lfnlii\'\'-f_ul‘ character?” Mhea ‘duty ‘of
Christidng: toward Voluntary: A odldtions of unlawfiltchars-
aclterzis:to mmnmm' their geparation fl ony them and: to:lift
up “theiny’ 'te%:monv ﬂgamsb thent, s

139,
Christin
the "Chris
sem'et:, oat

with: the

I’s‘ memb‘ersh‘ip in ~s‘ecref orders consistent
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aver good, professedly, is inconsistent with the raguirements
of Christian principles. »

146. What elements common to all secret:orders render
them unfit for the Tellowship of Christians? The elenents
common to all secret orders that render them unfit for ihe
fellowship of the Christian are the foresworn oblizgation to
maintain what one is ignorant-of; the profane use of the
oath; the covenanted brotherhood of unbalievers; selfish-

ness, and ithe darkness of organizad secrecy.
IX.

CHRISTIAN LIVING.

141. What is the duty of the :Christian - with: régard to
Bible reading? The Christian:should make  the Bible his
constant study, reading a.portion of it every day-in a devo-

tional spirit.

142, What is the duty of the Chust]an, with: regard to
seeret prayer? @ The Christian’ should maka “secret. prayer
at least every morning and evening the daily habit of his

tife;

143.° What'is theduty. of the .Chrisilan as- to amuse-
menis?’ Recreation is needed ‘Eby ally butChuistians should
abstain from such as are immoral .or spiritu:ﬂly huartful,
and- should not indulge to a“huriful degnec: oriaf 1mpmpel
L) lnnocent

times, evenvinthose that:

144 "What is the duty of the Christian® as to the use of
intexicants’ and tobacco? (Christians should abstain’: total-
ly fromthe use of intoxica and tobacco; uei‘therf should
they: engage’ in'their production or sale; hecanse: of- ﬂxeh‘:

inj‘uri‘ous phf_ rsical,: m‘en‘ta'lpmx'd? s’piz'i‘tual cffects:

£ 25;




145, What is ihe duty of the Chrisiian as to secular em-
ployment? IZach Christian should have some useful voca-
tion which he is to follow in strict conformity with the
moral Jaw. No Christian should hold responsible connec-
tion with any business or manufacturing enterprise whose
character, principles or methods are in violation of God's
faw.

146. What is the duty of the Christian with regard to
personal influence? The Christian should strive to live
above reproach, to manifest the spirvit of Christ:in. word
and deed, and to adorn in all things the doctrine of God
our Saviour. '




