


P R E F A T O R Y  N O T E .  

committee to  wrhom the  Synod 

the  task  of preparing ''a catech 
of  history and doctrine f o r  t h e  

the youth," i s  now laid before the 

question and answer  rthe teaching 

of God w ~ t h  regard to  t h e  Media t  

of o u r  Lord  Jesus Christ;  and, 







n l i n g  dues not h ind  i l ~ c  sulijeer to an:.. 

~ v h a r  lhc 1a.Iv contains, bu t  adds  to  t h e  

\' l h c  ~nor:ll obligaiion of h i s  0n.n eon- 
ZS. What  a r e  thc p 

purposes or t h e  mar  

bligniiorl pf 3. socic~l co\-e- 
a. holy seed,  a n d  the ~ ~ l ' e s e l  

y engaged ill iilaliing i t ,  but 
uccessors till t he  ol>jects or 



34. %'illat are  the duties of parents  lo c l~i ldren?  Thc- 
duties of pareil ls  to  childre11 a r e  to  love them. provide for. 

iheir necessities, lirel~af'c rhern for  rhe responsibilities of 
life a n d  bring them u p  in Ihe n u r t u r e  311'1 a d m o n i t ~ o n  of 

Lhc duties o i  ehildren to P:Ircllti? The  

n LC) parents aye to love, reverence and obey 
e r ~ s h  rbem in their  old age. 

e dut1c-s of children to one anot!icr7 The 

ily religion? T 

41. Wimt elcmcnts a r e  necessary t o  rgz~nizalion of 

the  v ~ s i b l e  churcn? The  eleinenls 11 the 0rgnniz.1- 

lion of t!ie vislblc church a r e  Doc ip. G o v e r n -  

men1 nnrl D~scipline.  

4 2 .  To \\.lint does the D,octl.ine of the ch 

DocLrina of  he c11ut.ch rcla;ces to t h e  

formulalet1 stnrenient of \vhicl 

4 3 .  What nrtiulcs of fai  

I>r.:lcc nqthing I ~ u t  \\ 

for \\'hich the church I 

44 ,  W h a t  ScripLural 



36. W h a t  i s  t he  r e l n t i ~ ~ e  irnpwtance of the  churcll's 
creed and the  Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice? 
Recognizjng t h e  \lTilrd ilf G o d  as the  supreme and onl:,. 
i~l:fallible rule of faith : ~ n d  manners,  the creed of t he  church 
cor~s l i tu tes  her  su l~o rd ina t e  standards,  which a r e  to be  
recoived 1101 a s  a n  a d d ~ l i o n  to the  Scril,rures, nor  a s  su(1erior 

lo  Ihcm, no r  a s  :L substi tute for  them, but  as a q e e a b l e  
unto and founded upfin tho Scriptures. 

W o r s t ~ i p  of the  churcll c o ~ ~ s i s t ~  
h should consist of such exercises 
e d ,  on the  principle t ha t  wha t  is 

orship is  forbidden. 

poetry, and rhnr such ]~oc[ry  should bc ]-end or SUIIT by 
ellher 1l7dividuuls or collll1anies, but i n  t he  lornla l  \.i'ol-sp~l> 
of God we may ne i t l~e r  take  from nor  what  I l e  hns 

appointed. 

52. nTliy a r e  the Psnllns of the Bib1 csc lu-  



r amen t s  a r c  10 be ad in in i s~e red  in the L-?:'. 
-ch? T h e  only sac)-amenrs adminis tered  ill 
lnent Church a r e  Bapt ism a n d  t h e  Lord's  

57. T o  xvl~orn is Bnlitism lo  bc  scln~inistcrecl? Uapti.;nl 
i s  to be odminialered to those v.,!lo ac tual ly  profess their  
fa i th  in  a n d  o b e d ~ c n c e  L U  Christ ,  ant1 also to  t he  incants 
oC ono or b o ~ h  belle\-ing payenls 

n l ~ t i s n ~  Lo be  adminis tered?  Dipping t h e  
r is not nccezsnry: b u t  Bap t i sm is r ightly 

by Lhr pour ing 01. spr!nliling of w a t e r  upon 

sac ramen t  of Ihe  LorJ ' s  Suppel- to 
h e  s a c r a m e n t  of t h e  Lorh ' s  Sul>por 

is  not  t o  he  ndlninistercd to a n y  
the  bonds of t h e  c11u1'ch ca\'ennnt 

nncl a r e  

sacr iunent  of the Lorcl's Supper  he 
g Cl~risl inns '!  To  a\roicl c ~ m p l i c i t ~ ~  
t h e  pur i ty  of t ho  sac ramen t  t he  

i c  Lord's  Table  her O\\ 'II  mem- 
n of tlleil- \'on's, mid thereio 
t  those n 'ho rcfusc  to t ake  

VOWS. I 

m a ~ ~ r i n i  s u b s ~ ~ l ? c ~ "  God clnims n $ortion oi' Our mnrrrl:~l 
sLlbstanLne upon tile g r ~ u n d  tll:it a11 things :%I-r His :  g i \ . ~ s  
L s  I,o\\rer 10 Z'C and  enjoy \\7enlrl~, mld i t  1s give11 to US 

only i n  trust .  

63.  \ ~ ] l n t  Ilurposc ~10i.s God 331~ for t he  g i f s  of ills 
cllurch? God aslis for  tllc gifts  (Of I-lis pcoplo far the 
sul,port the ol'clinances of His  house, t he  spread of 1110 

~ ~ ~ p c l  aljrond in lhc \\rot.lcl nmd fo r  the  1.elief of Iho poor. 











's a.nd i h c  l 'ullness thereof, and His people have 
m H j n ~  to a place in i t  a n d  !he enjoyment of all 

nrd in their 

to cnc11 Lo 

sistenrly ~vai-k for the 

- exerting the 
1 . 0 1 ~  life, tho a 
n g  specia.11~ f 



125. By ivhot rrre31;s does each of these poivers entorce fessing the  t r u o  I-elizian in her on ol' go17rrn- 

its a u i h o r i r y ?  The S i a ~ e  enforces her authority with the  mpnt, by protec!ing tile Chur  yment of her 
sword; ljut c a r n a l  \?.eal>ons s r r  forbidden to Iile Church and privileges, l-ry supl.lrcssil t s  of iclolz~lr)~, 
she  enfwces  her ..~uLllorilp by the d i s c i ~ l i n o  of spiri tual  illfidpli~y nud false \ ~ o l . ~ I l i ~ ,  by fi .%use ol' C h v i s ~  
~>ai!ls a n d  j~cnnlties only. and by providing a. Christian etl e r   nill lor sub -  

131.  l l r h n i  does tile 

rnecl,dling n7it!l ,t!?e pl.crogntivcs of ciisil ponrer, s 

rile fuz1ctla11.s .of golre:.lirnent easy, inexpensive, a n  
Tul; whllc a t  Ihe s ame  time she  eliminates t h  



. . \S~oc i i~~ion . i  of 
~ i l o n s  o i  n rcl igIous C C111'isiisn principles. 
genern l  membership  

c:iuse in more  eiii- 1'10. I T h n t  e o r d ~ r s  r e n d c r  

f r o m  t h e  iniperieet them u n R r  f o r  T h e  ~?lemcnl.s 
[ion of the  CIIUI.CII; urlill for Lhc 

s ill s perfect  a f t d  

Church Lo \'olunta.ry 
'! l l l ;e  relal ion .of the 
n religious c h n r a c l c r  

ion h a r m o n i z e  \\'it11 




