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and paper; that, afterwards, the risk of importing them will consider-
ably enhance the cost, and that the calculations are subject to such un-
certainty in the present state of affairs, that Congress cannot much rely
on them ; that the use of the Bible is so universal, and its importance
80 great, that your committee refer the above to the consideration of
Congress, and if Congress shall not think it expedient to order the im-
portation of types and paper, the committee recommend that Congress
will order the Committee of Commerce to import 20,000 Bibles from
Holland, Scotland, or elsewhere, into the different ports of the States
of the Union.

Whereupon it was moved, That the Committee of Commerce be
directed to import 20,000 copies of the Bible.

On this motion, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Georgia, voted in the affirma-
tive; New York, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, and
South Carolina, voted in the negative.

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

{n 1781 Rev. Mr. Aitken memorialized Congress to aid him in
printing an American edition of the Bible. Congress appointed
a committee, who submitted a report on the subject as follows :—

By the United States in Congress assembled :
SepTEMBER 12, 1782.

The committee to whom was referred a memorial of Robert Aitken,
Printer, dated 21st January, 1781, respecting an edition of the Holy
Scriptures, report, That Mr. Aitken has, at great expense, now finished
an American edition of the Holy Scriptures in English; that the com-
mittee have from time to time attended to his progress in the work ;
that they also recommended it to the two chaplains of Congress to exa-
mine and give their opinion of the execution, who have accordingly
reported thereon ; the recommendation and report being as follows :—

PHILADELPHIA, 1st Sept., 1782.
REVEREND GENTLEMEN :—

Our knowledge of your piety and public spirit leads us, without
apology, to recommend to your particular attention the edition of the
Holy Scriptures published by Mr. Aitken. He undertook this expen-
sive work at a time when, from the circumstances of the war, an Eng-
lish edition of the Bible could not be imported, nor any opinion formed
how long the obstruction might continue. On this account, particularly,
he deserves applause and encoursgement. We therefore wish you,
reverend gentlemen, to examine the execution of the work, and, if
approved, to give it the sanction of your judgment and the weight of
your recommendation.

We are, with very great respect,
Your most obedient, humble servants,
(Signed) - Jaues Duane, Chairman,
In behalf of a committee of Congress on Mr. Aitken’s memorial.
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Reverend Dr. White and Rev. Mr. Duffield, Chaplains of the United
States in Congress assembled, report : —

GENTLEMEN :—

Agreeably to your desire, we have paid attention to Mr. Robert
Aitken’s impression of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments. Having selected and examined a variety of passages through-
out the work, we are of opinion that it is executed with great accuracy
a8 to the sense, and with as few grammatical and typographical errors as
could have been expécted in an undertaking of such magnitude. Being
ourselves witnesses of the demand for this invaluable work, we rejoice
in the present prospect of a surplus,—hoping that it will prove as advan-
tageous as it is honorable to the gentleman who has exerted himself
to furnish it, at the evident risk of private fortune.

‘We are, gentlemen,
Your very respectful and humble servants,
(Signed) ‘WiLLiax WHITE,
GEoRrGE DurrIELD.

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 10, 1782.

Hon. Jaues Duaxg, Esq., Chairman, and the other honorable gentle-
men of the committee of Congress on Mr. Aitken’s memorial.

‘Whereupon, Resolved, That the United States, in Congress assembled,
highly approve of the pious and laudable undertaking of Mr. Aitken,
as subservient to the interests of religion, as well as an instance of the
progress of the fine arts in this country ; and, being satisfied from the
above report of his care and accuracy in the execution of the work, they
recommend this edition of the Bible to the inhabitants of the United
States, and hereby authorize him to publish this recommendation in the
manner he shall think proper. .

CuarLes THousoN, Secretary.

The American Bible Society published, in 1856, the following
statement in connection with the presentation of a Bible to each
House of Congress:—

TrE BiBLE IN CONGRESS.

A joint note was received in May last from the two chaplains of Con-
gress, suggesting that our Board present a copy of the pulpit Bible for use
in public worship at the Capitol. The suggestion was cheerfully complied
with, and the following response received, showing, with a thousand
other incidents, that, while we have no state-established religion, we are
correctly styled a Christian nation-—

Wasmixarox, May 19, 1856.
To the Board of Managers of the American Bible Society.

GeNTLEMEN :—We have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of an
imperial quarto Bible for the use of Congress at the hands of your Secre-

tary.
In behalf of Congress, we beg to tender to you our grateful thanks for





